CAMPUS CALLING:

Let it be a happy
eshers’ welcome

COLL

TAKING ACTION Institutes are trying hard to put an end to the ragging menace
 Light  ht The Spirit .....

Say.....

» The postsr of an anti-ragging campaign of Jadavpur Unhmrsny in 2013.
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WHE the admission proe sfure
nuumedkmand ani-
versities of the state, colleges
are gearing up for anti-ragging

public that ragging isa crimi
el offence and U4 has framed

regulations in order to prohibit
prevent and eliminate ragging’
are also put up across colleges
of the state.

“Like every year, Jadavpur
University is likely to design
sl raawing CamMnalen SO0n

also put up posters that clearly
mention the contact details of
the committee members so that
students feel free to come up and
report cases of ragging to them,”
said an active member of the JU
anti-ragging cell.

The UGC has also asked insti-
tutions to install CCTV cameras
and alarm bells at different plac-
es on the campus.

“Installing cameras can be
very effective to curb ragging
menace. The CCTV footage
works as an authentic proof
inst ragging Over the years
re has not been much of a
change in the number of rag
ging cases registered, but stu-

¥ the cameras

3 also instils a sense
of fear among the students,”
said Taranjit Singh, president,
Association of Professional
Academic Institutions (APAI),
West Bengal.

Statistics shows that ragging
incidents were more commeon in
engineering institutions.

“Owver the years, it has been
observed that the cases reported
in medical colleges are not as
colleges,”

nign as engineering

ade

CTV cameras and

other measures to
heck ragging include regular
interaction and counselling,
identification of troublemakers.
mention of anti-ragging cell in
the institution's prospectus and
surprise inspection in hostels
However, there are profes
sionals who feel that despite all
efforts, miscreants are not tak-
ing any lessons,
“With UGC bringing in strict
rules | thought students would
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RAGGING: NATIONAL BANE
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after Uttar Pradesh
State 2012 2013
Uttar Pradesh 85 58
West Bengal 38 59
Odisha a4 63
MP 32 60
Maharashtra 15 20

WHAT CONSTITUTES RAGGING?

It constitutes one or more of any of the following acts

= Any conduct by any student,
whether by words spoken or
written or by an act which has
the effect of teasing, treating or
handling with rudeness a fresher
or any other student

= Indulgence in rowdy or undis-
ciplined activities by any student
or students, causing or is likely
to cause annoyance, hardship,

heinous erimes, but thas is
unfortunate that troublemak-
ers are not taking lesson,” said
Dhurjoti Banerjee, general sec
retary, APAIL West Bengal

Despite UGC strictly asking
institutions to follow

ing guidelines, Supreme Court

banning it, ealling it a heinous
crime and even colleges and
universities organising anti
ragging campaigns, there are a
considerable number of cases
that go unreported

“There are many victims who
fail to muster the courage to even
report it. They either leave the col
lege or just move out of the city
but do not complain. It is impor
tant to bring in a system, whem a
victim does not hesitate to report

anti-rag

apprehension in any

or psychological harm o

freshe
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any other student

» Asking any student to do any act
which he or she wouldn't other-
wise do and which has the effect
of causing or generating shame or
torment or 50 as
to adversely affect the physigue
or psyche of the student.

Al a tuine when colleges arc
putting in place a system to
fight ragging, parents and for
that matter, some \m.‘- nts are

12 heard somuct
£ ACT0Ss engineering
colleges puts me ina dilemma. But
1 cannot keep her at home while
safeguarding her from all Kinds
of crimes. | have to let her achieve
her dreams. But 1 will alwsys be
apprehensive,” said Gesta Rupani
mother of Nancy Rupani, who is
awaiting a round of counselling
in engineering colleges.
Students and parents should
be made aware of the anti-rag
ging helpline, wehsite and maoni




