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JU cheers anti-ragging ads

Seniors Welcome Innovative Campalgn But Resent Segregation Of Freshers

Dohotrata Shoma

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey | 1ny

Kolkata: Freshers walking
into Jadavpur University on
Tuesday were greeted by the
new anti-ragging teaser ads
that are meant to inspire se-
niors to act like elder broth-
ers or mentors, and not tor-
menters.

The JU authorities have
made it clear that they will

SAY NO TO RAGGING
give no quarter when it
comes toragging. Seniorstu-
dents had to do some pretty

hard convincing for the au-
thorities to allow an “orien-

tation” programme for
freshers at Gandhi Bhavan
on Tuesday

The nod came only after

While we welcome the Do you think asking a We have been able to control Ragging is on the wane
teaser campaign because junior to rub his smile ragging through stringent and we, at JU, have to
of the subtle way in which off the wall is a form of measures. This year, we set an example. Senfor
it seeks to bring seniors and juniors  ragging? The administration feels have two new measures — the teaser students have pledged to make life
close, we do not like that even (f we ask the campaign and a mentor casy for freshers
the way in which the name of a junior, it programme, Freshers will
administration plans can be called ragging, be divided into groups Dutta i
to forcibly keep us This is not right under faculty mentors i
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seniors pledged to behave re-
sponsibly with juniors and
ensure harmony prevails on
campus.

This time, the orienta-
tion programme focused on
wiping out any fear of rag-
gingamong freshers. The se-
niors filmed a documentary
to help newcomers get ac-
quainted with lifeat JU,

The seniors requested
the administration not to
“create divisive walls” with
freshers.

“We are not even allowed
to visit first-year classrooms
and get familiar with them,”
said Rajarshi Maitra, a
fourth year civil engineer-
ing student and Fetsu mem-
ber. “We are happy that we
could convince the adminis-
tration and speak to the
freshers in the orientation
programme,” said Maitra.

“Juniors are warned
against going to the union
room or even talking to se-
niors since the administra-
tion feels that will attract
ragging. This creates an at
mosphere of animosity,”

The teaser ads were Iaunched in Juon Tuesday. triggering
much excitement on campus. (Below) A notice against ragging
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does not happen on campus.
However, simple leg pulling

“chatachati” — of fresh-
ers is comman. “These boys

said SumitGhosh,amechan-

ical engineering student.
Seniors  insisted  that

physical or mental torture

are just out of school and are
entering a professional are-
na. They need to reorient
themselves and that js what
seniors help them do,” said
Ronodip Sikdar, a fourth
year mechanical engineer-
ingstudent.
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The university, however,

feels that by policing seniors
and keeping freshers segre-

gated, ragging can be keptat :
bav. Huge posters listing pe- :

naltiesfor ragging havebeen :

put upall over campus.

“Wehavebeenableto_

control ragging on our cam-

pus through stringent mea- :
sures. This vear two new :
measures have been taken — :
the teaser campaign and a :
mentor programme. Fresh-
ers will be divided into °
groups under faculty men- :
tors who will be their on-
campus guardians,” said Ra- |

jat Ray, dean of students.

Pro-VC Siddhartha Dutta
“Rageing is on the

said,
wane and weat JU have toset
an example, Senior students
have pledged to make life
easy for freshers,”



