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“That he (Bharata) is the oldest writer on dramaturgy, music and
kindred subjects, whose work has suryived, is generally admitted ; byt at
the same time the question arises as to how far the extant version of his
work represents his original text. As there are indications thatit has been
subjected to considerable rehandlings in later times before it assumed
its present shape, this question has an importrnt bearing on the date of

the supposed author.

There are several passages in the present-day text which probably throw
some light on this process of gradual interpolation and recasting. ...

The process of incorporation must 'havc occurred very early and was
apparently complete by the end of the 8th century, when the work assumed
more or less its present shape.”

(Pages 23-24 and 26, Studies in the History of Sanskrit poetics, Vol, 1)
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“By the 2nd century B, G- there were actually the stage or the

range where the natas imitated the actions of the legendary heroes and that

their performances included prose speeches at least....Dramas were pProbably
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Cxistence in the 5th o 6th century B.C.” [ page-640, A History of
Sanskrit Literature (Vol, )]
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«We know indeed that Alex ander was fond of theatrical spectacles with
which he amused himself in the intervals allowed by his victories, and we
hear that at Ekbatana there were no fewer than three thousand Greek artists

who had come from Greece...... We need not doubt...the existence of
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Empire of Alexander ;......

performances of Greek dramas throughout the provinces which formed the

2

[ Page-59, The Sanskrit Drama (Reprinted Lithographically 1954)
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«\When such dramatic exhibitions became rare we do not know ; it is
certain that in the eleventh:century in Kashmir they were not uncommon ;...
Doubtless the Mahomedan conquest seriously affected the vogue of the
clagsical drama, which was obnoxious to Mahomedan fanaticism as being
closely identified both with the national religion and the national spirit
of India. The kings, who had been the main support of the actors and

poets alike, disappeared from their thrones or suffered grave reverses in

fortune-”’
[Page'37l’ The Sanskrit Drama (Reprinted Lithographically 1954) ]
<\ T @ige ForeTe SIS AR SWerewE e,
forg Gl FT9 T | PAFA SAGAAL O (AFR ABF—
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«The decline had already commenced widely even before the foreign - ;

occupation became an actual fact, The drama lost all contact with real
life and became an abstract thing of fancy, not as a consequence of external
disturbances, but because the really creative period of Sanskrit literature in
almost all its aspects closed with the 10 th century, The period ended with :
the standardisation of the forms and methods of the dramatic, as well as the
poetic, 21t 3 and though much was produced thereafcer, there was nothing
of real merit. The standard patterns were already theré, and with a fund
of ready-made words and ideas, it was not difficult for the proverbial

prolixity of bad writers to turn out poems and dramas in vast number
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But the vein of originality had exhausted itself, and the foerign incursion
never brought in its train any vigorousb dramatic literature which might
have furnished the much needed impetus towards a revival. The foreign
occupation, therefore, which was necessarily a slow and diffused process,
could not save it from stagnation, and perhaps hastened the decline, but it —
% was never responsible for a state of things which had commenced, indepen- 1
dently and much beforehand, from causes inherent in the literature itself.
The history of the Sanskrit drama, therefore, does not close with the

10th century, but it loses genuine interest thereafter...... % Y

(Pages 447—448, A History of Sanskrit Literature, vol. 1)
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“Calcutta js the only city of India which has and still consistently

maintails  professional troupes of actors and theatres for them to appear

in. And for this reason the Bengalis have a right to claim the most
atdvancffd theatre of India [Page.65, Theatre in the East (1956) ]
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The merry christmas is at hand
Sherry champagne let us try
And how ’twill be a jolly land
When pegs begin to fly.

Oh what a cheerful eve

Let us all the high way cry
And how happily we shall live
When pegs begin to fly.
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Our representation, We feel bold to say,
a subject, at

them that howling is not acting and that such
once serious and sublime ought notto be handled by quacks
their hands on the most compli-

who will unscrupulously lay
he requisite qualification of

cated cases without possessing t
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We do not know—rather we are not ambitious of making
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