
Ex/HIST/PG/4.2.1/2024

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2024
(2nd Year, 2nd Semester)

HISTORY  (EVENING)
Health, Medicine and Society in India

Course: 17 (HIST/PG/4.2.1)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer either in English or in Bengali

Answer any two questions taking at least one from each group.

                         All questions carry equal marks.       (15×2=30)

Group – A

1. How did the public reaction surrounding the plague
epidemic in late nineteenth century Calcutta reflect
contemporary scenario of soceity, culture and politics?

15

2. In what ways were the traditional midwives (dai)
marginalised medically and socio-culturally in late
nineteenth and early twentieth century Bengal? What were
the attempts, taken to modernise them medically and socio-
culturally? 10+5

3. How did the Bhadraloks of Calcutta receive the public
health enterprise of the colonial government in nineteenth
century Calcutta? Did the Bhadramahilas react in a similar
way? 10+5
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Group – B

4. How did the matter of national health become a popular
public health are discourse in late nineteenth century and
early twentieth century Bengal? 15

5. How did the law, society, culture and religion make
unwanted pregnancy and abortion in colonial India an illicit
affair? In which ways did the women associated with the
process imply their agency? 10+5

6. Why could not the World War II catalyse science in India
as it did in the West? 15
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