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Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30
Answer either in English or in Bengali

Attempt two questions, taking at least one from each group.
All questions carry equal marks.  (15×2=30)

Group – A

1. Bring out the hassles faced by the Indian Scientists in the
period of emergence of western science in Bengal. Support
your arguments with reference of any Indian scientists.

15

2. How did historians determine the ‘regionality’ of nineteenth
century Bengal? 15

3. Do you think that the ‘Battala’ literature had any
contribution in nineteenth century Bengal? 15

Group – B

4. Explain how Vidyasagar was looked upon as a traditional
modernizer in 19th century Bengal. 15

5. Assess the nature of the Baul and the Fakir cults of the
nineteenth century Bengal with reference to their problems
and contradictions. 15

[ Turn over

6. Do you think that Bengal in the nineteenth century
represented a despotism of caste and cultural construction
of power? 15
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