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EX/HIST/PG/3.4.D/2024

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2024

(2nd Year, 3rd Semester)

HISTORY

PAPER : 14 (HIST/PG/3.4.D)

Social History of Modern India :
Colonialism, Nationalism and Beyond

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt two questions taking at least one from each Group.
 All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP—A

1. Bring out the relationship between gender and nation in any
of the following, situating it, however, in the specific lived
experience and historical dynamics and of the British imperial
metropole.

(a) ‘Muscular Christianity’ and the transforming contours
of the civilizing mission.

(b) The ‘soldier hero’ and question of class.
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2. Bring out the relationship between popular imperialism and

consumption of objects by studying travelling landscapes like
the peep-egg or the panorama.

( OR )

Bring out the ambivalence of the home and away in the
plurilocal ‘geographies of home’ for the Britons who served
the Empire.

3. Write a critical essay on any one of the following :

(a) The imperial games ethic and the Victorian-Edwardian
public school.

(b) The specificity of the colonial public sphere as embodied
in the European club in India in distinction to that in the
metropole.

GROUP—B

4. Was there a sharp dichotomy between ‘colonial’ medicine
and ‘indigenous’ medicine?

5. Is caste violence intertwined with gender-based violence?
Discuss with reference to the Sirasgaon incident.

6. Complete the reading of nationalist masculinity by bringing
out the difference of the discourse of Bengali masculinity
with the hegemonic national masculine in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.

( OR )

Was the nationalist project aimed at redeeming the
‘effeminacy’ ascribed to the colonized male a unitary and
confident one or a diverse and anxious exercise?
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