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All questions carry equal marks.
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Answer two questions, taking one from each group.
GROUP—A

1. “In opposition to the argument propounded by Ramchandra
Guha, Richard Grove plays down the importance of
importance of imperialist or capitalist greed behind the Indian
forest policy and focuses on other considerations” — Discuss.

2.  Write a critical note on Aldo Leopold’s concept of ‘The Land
Ethic’.

3. Explain the transcontinental environmental panic of the 1920s
and 1930s, with special reference to the concern for
environmental degradation expressed by Rabindranath Tagore
and a section of the Bengali intelligentsia.
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GROUP—B

4. Write an analytical note on the concept of ‘tropics’ and
‘tropical’ rainforest with special reference to monsoon in the
Bengal Delta.

(OR)

Write a short note on the historiography of the cyclone of
1737. How did this cyclone affect the agrarian economy of
Bengal?

5. Write a note on the cyclone of 1867 which destroyed the
Port Canning with special reference to the prediction of Henry
Piddington.

6. Will it be correct to hold that the modernisation of human-
animal relationship drew its strength from the process of
Enlightenment and State-Driven institutionalisation of ‘self
control’?

(OR)

Critically examine the central argument of Peter Singer’s
‘Practical Ethics’.
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