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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2024
( 1 Year, 1% Semester )
HISTORY

COURSE : 1.2

( Ancient Indian History : Perspectives, Themes
and Debates )

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt any two questions taking at least one
from each Group.

All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP—A

1. Do you agree with Massimo Vidale and Brad Chase that the
manufacturing processes of the special ceramics and related
material culture of the Mature Harappans can illuminate their
social history?

2. Whatkind of evidence do we get for the prevalence of popular
cults like those of Skanda, Naigamesa, Sasthi and the Matrkas
in early historic northern India? What kind of religious beliefs
do you think these icons were associated with?
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(2)
Critically discuss how historians can see the formative
associations of geographical space as a base in understanding
the history of region formation with special reference to
Vidarbha.

GROUP—B

Give a critical account of the characteristic trends of Tantric
Buddhism in early medieval Bengal in the light of literary and
archaeological evidence.

Trace the literary culture of early medieval Bengal in the
light of inscriptions and texts.

Do you think that education and cultural activities flourished
within the scope of religious institutions in early medieval
Karnataka? Can it be considered that in the process a rich
intellectual tradition was nurtured at the provincial level?
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