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HIST-471 XX23(071)—80

Ex/HIST/PG/1.1/2024

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2024
( 1% Year, 1% Semester )
HISTORY
COURSE : 1 (HIST/PG/1.1)

( History and Historiography )

Time : 2 Hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt two questions taking one from each Group.

All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP—A

Explain how orientalist scholarship on India was produced as
aresult of exchange between authors and the larger political
concerns of the British Empire during the late eighteenth
century. 15

Using Asok Sen, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and his
elusive milestones, explain how Marxist historians have
understood (i) the nature and significance of capitalist
transformation in a colonial society, (ii) the making of the
bourgeois class in nineteenth century Bengal and (iii) the
limitations of their liberal reforms. 5+5+5=15
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(2)
Explain the Marxist Feminist history writing using Tanika
Sarkar’s work on the debates centering on the Age of Consent
Bill. 15

GROUP—B

Explain how Ranajit Guha decodes the eclipse myths to
show that subalternity (specifically, untouchability) is
historically constituted. Use at least two myths to illustrate
your point. 15

Explain why David Hardiman, in his study of the Adivasi
Movements of Western India, rejected the models of
Sanskritization (M. N. Srinivas) and Assimilation (Edward
Jay). 15

(a) In what respects, did Tarinicharan Chattopadhyay’s
Bharatbarser Itihas differ from and/or concur with
(i) Mrityunjay Vidyalankar’s puranic history and
(ii) colonialist history writing?

(b) How did the Bengali Muslim historians challenge the
dominant interpretation of the country’s past?
5+5+5=15
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