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PHILOSOPHY

PAPER : PHIL/SEC/3.5A

( Introduction to Critical Thinking )

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

1. Why do we need to be critical thinkers? Clarify the difficulties
that we may face in being critical thinkers. 10

"à³àìƒ¹ ëA¡> Î[¤W¡à¹ [W¡”zA¡ Ò*Úà šøìÚà\>? Î[¤W¡à¹ [W¡”zA¡ Ò*Úà¹
šì= ¤à‹àP¡[º ÑšÊ¡ A¡ì¹ ëºJ¡ú 10

( OR / "=¤à )

2. Identify the hidden premises or intermediate conclusions of
the following arguments : 2×5=10

(a) Aveek must be older than Adam as he is older than
Aslam.

(b) Since Lilly is not an Indian citizen, she cannot vote in
the Indian election.

(c) A robot cannot cheat in a game, because cheating
requires intentional breaking of rules. A robot cannot
intentionally break rules, because a robot has no free
will.

( OR / "=¤à )

6. Explain with an example how a valid deductive argument
can have false premise(s) and a flase conclusion. 5

l¡üƒàÒ¹o ÎÒì™àìK ¤¸àJ¸à A¡ì¹à A¡ã®¡àì¤ &A¡[i¡ í¤‹ "¤ì¹àÒ ™å[v¡û¡¹ "àÅøÚ
¤àA¡¸(P¡[º) * [Î‡ý¡à”z [³=¸à Òìt¡ šàì¹¡ú 5

7. Explain with the help of an example the following fallacies :
5

l¡üƒàÒ¹o ÎÒì™àìK [>´•[º[Jt¡ °à[”zP¡[º ¤¸àJ¸à A¡ì¹à – 5

(a) Begging the question

[Î‡ý¡àì”z¹ šè¤¢Ñ¬ãAõ¡[t¡

(b) Ad Hominem

"àœ¡ìâ« Î}ÅÚ

( OR / "=¤à )

8. Briefly discuss how reason is determined by social influences.
5

Î}ìÛ¡ìš "àìºàW¡>à A¡ì¹à A¡ã®¡àì¤ ¤å[‡ý¡¤õ[v¡ Îà³à[\A¡ šø®¡à¤-šø[t¡š[v¡¹
‡à¹à [>Ú[”|t¡ ÒÚ¡ú 5


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*¹à ¤ºìá ë™ "ì>A¡ìA¡ "àP¡> ‹¹àì>à¹ ¤¸àšàì¹ Îì@ƒÒ A¡¹ìá¡ú
"t¡&¤ "à³àìA¡ Îì@ƒÒ A¡¹ì¤ >à, A¡à¹o ëÎÒü ¹àìt¡ "à[³ &A¡à
[áºà³¡ú

(b) The cells in my body are not perceptible, and so I am
also not perceptible.

"à³à¹ ëƒìÒ¹ ëA¡àÈP¡[º šøt¡¸Û¡ì™àK¸ >Ú, "à¹ t¡àÒü "à[³*
šøt¡¸Û¡ì™àK¸ >Òü¡ú

(c) The population of Kolkata is nearly 150 lac. So, the
classrooms of Jadavpur University must be enormous.

ëA¡àºA¡àt¡à¹ \>Î}J¸à 150 ºàJ¡ú "t¡&¤ ™àƒ¤šå¹ [¤Å¬[¤ƒ¸àºìÚ¹
šøìt¡¸A¡[i¡ AÃ¡àÎQ¹ [>ÆW¡ÚÒü šøA¡àr¡¡ú

(d) I forgot to pray on Tuesday and I failed the examination
I took on Wednesday because of it.

"à[³ ³Uº¤à¹ šøà=¢>à A¡¹ìt¡ ®å¡ìº ëK[á * ëÎÒü A¡à¹ìoÒü "à[³
¤å‹¤àì¹¹ š¹ãÛ¡àÚ l¡üv¡ão¢ Òìt¡ šà[¹[>¡ú

(e) The eternal soul cannot exist as I cannot prove its
existence.

[>t¡¸ "àuà "[Ñzâ«Åãº >Ú ë™ìÒtå¡ "à[³ t¡à¹ "[Ñzâ« šø³ào A¡¹ìt¡
šà[¹ >à¡ú

5. Discuss briefly any two criteria of critical thinking. 5

Î[¤W¡à¹ [W¡”zì>¹ ë™ ëA¡à>* ƒå’[i¡ ³à>ƒr¡ [¤ÈìÚ Î}ìÛ¡ìš "àìºàW¡>à A¡¹¡ú
5
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(d) Philosophy is only for intelligent people and so Anushka

is not suited for studying it.

(e) Since I love anything green, I must be eating spinach.

[>´•[º[Jt¡ ™å[v¡û¡P¡[ºìt¡ ºåA¡àì>à šè¤¢[Î‡ý¡à”z "=¤à "”z¤¢t¢¡ã [Î‡ý¡à”z [>o¢Ú
A¡¹ – 2×5=10
(A¡) "®¡ãA¡ [>ÆW¡Ú "àƒà³-&¹ ëW¡ìÚ ¤Øl¡ ë™ìÒtå¡ ëÎ "àÎºàì³¹ ëW¡ìÚ

¤Øl¡¡ú
(J¡) ë™ìÒtå¡ [º[º ®¡à¹t¡ãÚ >àK[¹A¡ >Ú, ëÎìÒtå¡ ëÎ ®¡à¹ìt¡¹ [>¤¢àW¡ì>

ë®¡ài¡ [ƒìt¡ šà¹ì¤ >à¡ú
(K¡) &A¡[i¡ ë¹àì¤ài¡ &A¡[i¡ ëJºàÚ šøt¡à¹oà A¡¹ìt¡ šàì¹ >à, A¡à¹o šøt¡à¹oà¹

\>¸ ÒüZáàAõ¡t¡ ®¡àì¤ [>Ú³ ®¡U A¡¹à šøìÚà\>¡ú &A¡[i¡ ë¹àì¤ài¡
ÒüZáàAõ¡t¡®¡àì¤ [>Ú³ ®¡U A¡¹ìt¡ šàì¹ >à, A¡à¹o &A¡[i¡ ë¹àì¤àìi¡¹
ëA¡àì>à Ñ¬à‹ã> ÒüZáà ë>Òü¡ú

(Q¡) ƒÅ¢> Ç¡‹å ¤å[‡ý¡³à> ¤¸[v¡û¡ìƒ¹ \>¸¡ú t¡àÒü ">åÅôA¡à ƒÅ¢> šØl¡à¹ l¡üš™åv¡û¡
>Ú¡ú

(R¡¡) ë™ìÒtå¡ "à[³ Î¤å\ ¤Ññ ³àyÒü ®¡àº¤à[Î, "à[³ [>ÆW¡ÚÒü šàºR¡ ÅàA¡
JàÒü¡ú

3. How do different human limitations act as hindrances to
rational thinking? Discuss in detail. 10

³à>åìÈ¹ >à>à Îã³à¤‡ý¡t¡à A¡ã®¡àì¤ t¡à¹ ë™ï[v¡û¡A¡ [W¡”zà¹ "”z¹àÚ ÒìÚ *ìk¡?
Î[¤Ñzà¹ "àìºàW¡>à A¡¹¡ú 10

( OR / "=¤à )

4. Spot the fallacies in the following arguments : 2×5=10

[>´•[º[Jt¡ ™å[v¡û¡P¡[º¹ ë™ï[v¡û¡A¡ °à[”zP¡[º [>ìƒ¢Å A¡¹ 2×5=10

(a) They said they suspect several people of setting the
fire. Therefore, I can’t be under suspicion, since I was
alone that night.
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