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All questions carry equal marks.

Answer all three questions either in English or in Bangla

but all three in the same language.
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3. a) Translate the following passage into English and

write a translator’s note on it.
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What is now Northest India lay far beyond the

easternmost limits of the Indus Valley Civilisation,
the oldest known civilisation on the Indian
subcontinent. No empire of ancient India is known

to have ever ruled the densely forested hills of this
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region which separates and connects South Asia with
Southeast Asia and China. There is no evidence that
the rule of the Mauryan empire, the first great Indian
empire, extended so far east, although an ancient
text, the Arthashastra, mentions products that
suggest trade ties. ‘The Gupta empire at its zenith
extended as far east as Pundravardhana,
corresponding to today’s northern Bangladesh and
the Indian area of North Bengal. The kingdom of
Kamrup, associated with today’s Assam, lay beyond
this, further east. It finds mention in the Allahabad
Pillar Inscription of Samudragupta, dated to around
350 CE, as a frontier territory whose ruler paid
tribute to the great emperor—the first mention of'the

area in the historical record.



