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The economic evolution of woman’s condition is in the process of upsetting the
institution of marriage: it is becoming a union freely entered into by two
autonomous indivisuals; the commitments of the two parties are personal and

reciprocal; adultery is a breach of contract for both parties; either of them can

. . (g
obtain a divorce on the same grounds.
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Throughout her childhood, the littile girl was bullied and mutilated; but she
nonetheless grasped herself as an autonomous indivisual; in her relations with
her family and friends, in her studies and games, she saw herself in the present
as a transcendence: her future passivity was something she only imagined. Once
she enters puberty, the future not only moves closer: it settles into her body; it
becomes the most concrete reality. It retains the fateful quality it always had;
while the adolescent boy is actively routed toward adulthood, the girl looks
forward to the opening of this new and unforeseeable period where the plot is

already hatched and toward which time is drawing her. As she is already
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detached from her childhood past, the present is for her only a transition; she

sees no valid ends in it, only occupations. In a more or less disguised way, her

youth is consumed by waiting. She is waiting for man.”®
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An artist never works under ideal conditions. If they existed, his work wouldn’t
exist, for the artist doesn’t live in a vacuum. Some sort of pressure must exist:
the artist exists because the world is not perfect. Art would be useless if the

world were perfect, as man wouldn’t look for harmony but would simply live

in it. Art is born out of an ill-designed world.*
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Neuro is for “neuron”, the nerve cells in our brain and nervous systems. Plastic is
for “changeable, malleable, modifiable”. At first many of the scientists didn’t dare
use the word “neuroplasticity” in their publications, and their peers belittled them

for promoting a fanciful notion. Yet they persisted, slowly overturning the doctrine
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of the unchanging brain. They showed that children are not always stuck with the
mental abilities they are born with; that the damaged brain can often reorganize
itself so that when one part fails, another can often substitute; that if brain cells die,
they can at times be replaced; that many “circuits” and even basic reflexes that we
think are hardwired are not. One of these scientists even showed that thinking,
learning, and acting can turn our genes on or off, thus shaping our brain anatomy

and our behavior—surely one of the most extraordinary discoveries of the twentieth

century.®”
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I have given suck; and know

How tender ’tis, to love the babe that milks me:

I would, while it was smiling in my face,

Have pluck’d my nipple from his boneless gums,

And dash’d the brains out,— had | so sworn
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This metropolitan world, then, is a world where flesh and blood is less real than
paper and ink and celluloid. It is a world where the great masses of people,
unable to have direct contact with more satisfying means of living take life
vicariously, as readers, spectators, passive observers: a world where people
watch shadow-heroes and heroines in order to forget their own clumsiness or
coldness in love, where they behold brutal men crushing out life in a strike riot,
a wrestling ring or a military assult, while they lack the nerve even to resist the
petty tyranny of their immediate boss: where they hysterically cheer the flag of
their political state, and in their neighborhood, their trades union, their church,
fail to perform the most elementary duties of citizenship.

Living thus, year in and year out, at second hand, remote from the nature that
is outside them and no less remote from the nature within, handicapped as lovers
and as parents by the routine of the metropolis and by the constant specter of
insecurity and death that hovers over its bold towers and shadowed street—
living thus the mass of inhabitants remain in a state bordering on the

pathological. They become the victims of phantasms, fears, obsessions, which

blind them to ancestral patterns of behavior.®”
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