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The scheduled Tribes are addressed by a variety of terms- Mulnivasi, Deshaj,
Vanvasi, Girivasi, Jungli, Adim and Adivasi. But all of terms, adivasi is the

most negative and obnoxious.’
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QRITER (@ ‘Teife’ FAh Sfeans @2 Faes, TMs qrF@s 9w bve, ©-

o< fmpia-
In India, the local equivalent of the term ‘tribe’ is often assumed to be jana’
or ‘communities of people’ based on the usage of the term in ancient
buddhist and puranic texts. in this conception, the term jana was used in
oppposition to the term jati’ to indicate that these communities were
outside the jati or hierarchical caste system of social organisation. this view,
however, was not universally accepted, since other cholars point out that
the categories of Jana’ and Jati’ do not neatly overlap with that of tribe
and caste respectively in the pesent context.”
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SIS’ (Primitive Tribe) TR I a1 21 @397 svpo¢ DI oS
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558y fPBIH UBHT MBI THEife Tribes I AR fonca “fffe =re
I
PO I FIFCIE Tribe *(s JI2H T S SMAHGEE [foq 7qell o
QIR FGIEF (8 FE2 ARSS | ORCI8 QNG AW REPORT OF THE BACKWARD

CLASSES COMMISION €3 oG (afdl (7t Ia1 20a0e-

2.4 At the all-India level the first systematic attempt at the welfare of
Depressed classes’ was made with the introduction Montague-Chelmsford
Reforms of 1919, when separate representation on a number of public bodies
was given to members of these classes’ at that time included ‘Scheduled
Castes’, ‘Scheduled Tribes’ and ‘other Backward classes’ In the census of
india 1931, the term ‘depressed classes’ was changed to ‘exterior castes)
which covered only the untouchable castes. Aboriginal and Hill Tribes were

enumerated under the term ‘Primitive Tribes’,

2.6 It was under the Government of India Act 1935, that the ‘Scheduled
Castes’ relaced ‘Depressed classes’ and separate lists of Scheduled Castes
were notified for various provinces in 1936. Simultaneously, the term
Primitive Tribes’ was replaced by ‘Backward Tribes’ and their lists notified
in respect of provinces where there was substantial representation of these
tribes. It was only after Independence that the term ‘Scheduled Tribes’ in

the constitution.”
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The court observed that even the constitution of India in hindi does not use

the word tribe therein is ‘anajati’*

oIFe O $UtEd 8u: f§ Trdics wwfif Termife weel Rfe iw, Arw =«
T W AMF- [ndia recognizes 462 ‘scheduled Tribes’ within its territory, also called
Adivasi or “first inhabitants”” QAR =G IJ9RE@ TN [oF AFCEs oy
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The District Handbook Darjeeling (compiled and edited by A. Mitra) census
1951 noted that the Tamangs are Mongolian or semi-mongolian tribe who

were among the earliest settlers of Nepal.”
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Finally the Tamang Community has been recognized as a Scheduled Tribe.
This was possible only after a 22 years long struggle by the All India Tamang

Buddhist Assocition.

The required Bill, placing the Tamang and the Limbu Communities in the

St. Category was passed at this Lok Sabha Session.™*
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