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 The proposed work seeks to place the Anglo-Afghan confrontation within the wider 

context of the history of the British Empire building. British-Indian  in 

Afghanistan and NWF will be brought under the scanner as it witnessed strategic, 

tactical and logistical evolution, atypical of the European theatres.  

 The objective of this research is to analyze how the contours of the Afghan state 

system was altered by British-Indian occupations. It will be enquired whether the 

invasions aided the indigenous process of state-building in Afghanistan or disrupted 

it.  

 The synergy between physical geography, climatic conditions and military campaigns 

will be explored extensively, which will give the work a unique edge.  

 Did the innovations in the field of military technology ensure qualitative superiority 

for the British Indian Army? How did it impact Tactical evolution, atypical of the 

European theatres?  

 From conventional battles to COINs and operations of pacification, the Afghan 

theatre witnessed diverse fighting techniques within two centuries. Therefore, the 

precept of placing such diverse nature of warfare under an overarching categorization 

 

 

seeks to portray how the local military and political officers in NWF and Afghanistan, 

to a great extent, influenced, if not dictated, the tactical thinking of the British-Indian 

Army.  

 The thesis also aims to analyze the learning mechanism of the British-Indian Army in 

NWF and Afghanistan.  



 
 

 The proposed theme will explore the continuity and break paradigm within the three 

conventional and numerous punitive campaigns conducted by the British-Indian 

Army.  
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