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Since pre-historic times, India has been the homeland of a large number of

ethnic groups and cultures. These communities, believed to be the earliest
inhabitants of the country, are known by various names, the most extensively

known term being ‘Adivasi.”®
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A large Dravidian tribe classed on linguistic grounds as kolarian, which is found
in western Bengal, northern Orissa, Bhagalpur and the santal parganas.yq
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The name santal, according to skrefsrud(1968), is a corruption of saontar. This
was adopted by the santals when they lived in the area around saont now
identified with silda pargana in Midnapore district of West Bengal. W.B oldham
was of the opinion that ‘santal’ is an abbreviation of ‘samantawala’. According
to this author ‘samanta’ is another name given to the country around saont.
According to O Malley(1910:99) ‘santal’ is an English form adopted from Hindi
which corresponds with the form ‘“saontar” used by the Bengali speaking

peoples.w
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The Kiskus become the royal tribe under the cognomen of Kisku Raj. The
Murmu become the princely tribe and were named Murmu Thakur. Hembrom
was ennobled and known as Hembrom Kuar. The soren become to soldier tribe
and were named Soren Sipahi. The Marandis were Appointed the king’s
treasurers and stewards and named Marandi Kipisar. The Tudus took to music

and received the title of Tudu Mandariya.'\'b
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The village council of pangro is a full-fledged one consisting of seven
officials; a headman(Manjhi), a deputy headman (Paranik); an over seer of
village morals(jogmanjhi); his assistant (jog paranik); a messenger(godet); and
two religious functionaries namely the naeke(village priest) and his assistant the

kudam naeke.*’
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The santals have a still higher court of appeal called Lo Bir or Hunt council

which meets once a year during the annual hunt or Disom Sendra.®
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According to them, the supernatural world is peopled with a large number of
supernatural spirits called bongas and with a large number of impersonal
supernatural powers. The are blived to shape the course of nature and of human

events.™
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Then Thakur, the supreme Being, created the beings that live in water, after

which he decided to create man. He made two people of mud but the Day-horse

came and trampled them to pieces.”
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A Dravidian cultivating and servile tribe of Orissa, Chota Nagpur, Western

Bengal, Madras, and the central provinces.“’
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I am sorry. Your services are no longer required. I dismiss you and give you
order to be be cleared up and leave Colliery within 24 hours.

Herewith I send a slip to the Cashier who will pay you up.

You should not call for any explanation as I have seen you, with my own eyes,

in the pit No. 5.G.D. James®°
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