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“When Rabbit tells Pooh that there’s honey, Pooh’s inference is indirect: It goes via Rabbit’s belief.
Pooh only believes what Rabbit says because he believes that Rabbit believes it too. In other words, he
adopts Rabbit’s belief. And that’s what makes this a communication: the way the teller’s belief is
passed on — communicated — to the tellee. That’s the difference that matters between Pooh believing
Rabbit and Pooh believing his bees.” — Mellor, D. H., 2012, Mind, Meaning and Reality Essays in
Philosophy, United Kingdom: Oxford University Press, Page No. 54.
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** But following Phanibhiisana Tarkavagisa one may say that according to the Vaisesika—s every sabda
jnana is apprehended in second order perception as anumiti (cf. Phanibhioisana first edition Vol. 2,
p-280). A Naiyayika, however, would still offer the argument which Jagadisa noted in the passage
“ViSistamateranubhavikatvat anyatha anumiterapyapalapapatteh” (Jagadisa 1973, p. 7). 1 would
therefore suggest that a more reasonable formulation of the Vaisesika position would be that we do
indeed have anuvyavasaya or second order perception of the form “$§abdayami”. But since strong
reasons are there to the contrary this experience (or, the form of it) cannot be taken literally. It is to be
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carefully analysed before it can be accepted as an evidence (pramana) for certain distinct objective
property (sabdatva) of a distinct kind of experience (called $abda). Thus we do not admit darkness to
have movement even though taken apparently and in its face value the experience “Tamascalati”,
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