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.. If at first he wanted to believe in life after death for the sake of his
wife, in his later days he clung to the same faith from his own love of
life. So, belief in after life became in him not only a dogma but even a
superstition. Yet | could see that he was not religious. All that he wanted
was to be assured of his personal continuity. | suspected that his interest
in scientific cosmology and pre history was the product of his effort and
yearning to find a cosmic location for his world of the dead. Even when
approaching death he repeated his credo. He died at the relatively early
age of fifty-six in 1950.

However, it must not be imagined from all this that he was always
mooning after the super natural. On the contrary, he could be very
matter of fact and concrete. Indeed, in his novels he showed an
astonishing capacity for detailed observation of both nature and human
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character, combined with great humour and tenderness in describing

what his observation discovered.

His hard life had not embittered him, nor made him a cynic. His
sympathy for ordinary people was unlimited, and he was not repelled
even by the squalor in which such people had to live in our society.
Somehow, he could always make them rise above the surroundings ; I
would even say- far above the limitations of their world.*
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This extremely fortunate mental composition (we may call it
composure) has enabled Bibhutibhushan to steer clear of the triple
temptation of Bengali literature : patriotism (in those debased forms
where it becomes either jingoism or provincialism), reformist zeal
(leading to journalistic tantrums) and pathology (popularly known as
psychology). But temptation waylaid him from another direction : the
success of PatherPanchali induced him even to act as the executioner of
his own creation and incarcerate that flawless novel in a long trail of
sequels. The boy-hero Apu grows up and comes to Calcutta where he is
as much lost as his author. Love and death, poverty and suffering are all
there, but the magic is gone and the glory departed; instead of being an
inhabitant of the universe, Apu now is merely a country cousin. The
magic is somehow recaptured in the jungle scenes in the last volume, for
Bibhutibhusan’s love of Nature extend right up to the dark heart of the
jungle, and there again we share with him a sense of release, a
deliverance from the labours of realism to the reality itself. It is true
that this feeling is no longer continuous; but anyhow, PatherPanchali
has survived its sequels and been equalled in effect by certain short
stories where the author takes us to the same sweet world of

innocence...®®
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