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A neglected and much varied genre of great antiquity to
which many famous, more or less professional or ‘full-time’
writers have contributed, but which has also been enriched

by a number of occasional writers. For the most part these
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have been diplomats, scholars, missionaries, soldiers of
fortune, doctors, explorers and sailors. The genre subsumes
work of exploration and adventures as well as guide and

. : . s
accounts of sojourns in foreign lands |
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For much of the twentieth century at least, the genre [Travel
Literature] was usually dismissed by literary critics and
cultural commentators as a minor, somewhat middle-brow
form. However, travel writing’s reputation rose sharply in
the later part of the century, with the appearance of a new
generation of critically acclaimed travel writers such as Paul
Theroux, Bruce Chatwin, Ryszard Kapuscinski and Robyn
Davidson. Also leading the way in this regard was the
prestigious British literary journal Granta, which ran several
travel-themed special issues in the 1980s and 1990s, and
thereby played ‘a vital part in establishing ... travel writing

as the popular literary form it has become’ I*

SYfere TR MIISWA NG “travel writing’ R TOII @aR Jfaa Fa9
2@ Carl Thompson T IRy @ @ Fewlb Agfos, Aatafes,
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One definition that we can give of travel, accordingly, is that
it is the negotiation between self and other that is brought

about by movement in space 1°

a3 c@8 fofd ‘Travel Writing’ 9% Hees! i At oIta-

If all travel involves an encounter between self and other
that is brought about by movement through space, all travel
writing is at some level a record or product of this
encounter, and of the negotiation between similarity and

difference that it entailed” 1®
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The term is a very loose generic label, and has always
embraced a bewilderingly diverse range of material. This is
especially the case as one moves back in time, to consider
travel writing in its earlier manifestations. Simultaneously,
and partly as a result of this intrinsic heterogeneity, travel

writing has always maintained a complex and confusing
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relationship with any number of closely related (indeed,

often overlapping) genres 1

gdie g3 A @ Seel Mz Ao 7 wied TN 94D

TEI® Q3 FACIS ‘“travel writing’ FoCE JeT TR AP

...a notoriously raffish open house where different genres are
likely to end up in the same bed. It accommodates the
private diary, the essay, the short story, the prose poem, the
rough note and polished table talk with indiscriminate

hospitality 1°

TN AfTe] FAE qDB A AESA NS A The Cambridge History of
Travel Writing 32 BCS | (TR 3369 ‘Introduction’-9ee Iwe Fiffw wf@g 2
TB F{(F ST 2002

Travel narratives have existed for millennia: so long as
people have journeyed, they have told stories about their
travels. The two activities go hand in hand. In pre or non-
literate societies these stories were spoken or sung or
depicted in visual arts. ... Yet despite differences of
conception and approach, in most cultures narratives have
returned repeatedly to tropes of travel. They appear in the
Gilgamesh and Enkidu’s journey to the Cedar Forest in what
is possibly the oldest surviving piece of literature in the
world, the Mesopotamian “Epic of Gilgamesh’, They are as
much a part of the biblical stories of the Fall or the Exodus,

as they are of Kalidasa’s fifth century C E classical Sanskrit
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poem Meghduta, whose lyrical, secular chorography traces
the contours of India as a stray cloud carries the message of

an exiled nature sprit to his distant lover 1*

IS FTPIMEE GF AR SRR @, ATSy FEw v A a1 2ffodn

O TS 2AG3-

Despite that long history travel writing in its literary sense at
least is generally thought of as a more modern phenomenon,
beginning in its informational guise in the fifth and sixth
centuries. Moveable print technology was a significant
factor, not only helping to open up new directions for travel
writing, but also offering authors a public voice and
influence that would have been inconceivable in a pre-

printing-press age 1”

G3 3369 ‘introduction’ B FAWFRY =N Afrem Feswf @HERe
TEY FEACEA-

The remainder of this introduction will present some of the
prominent features of travel writing in order to help our
readers plot a path through the volume. Commentaries on
travel writing often suggest that it has developed from
straightforward factual records, usually involving journeys
undertaken for purposes of trade, politics, war, or discovery
(or a combination of these), to a mode that incorporates
more fictional devices. ... The quest is a common motif that
seems to be at the heart of many travel narratives through

the millennia, especially if pilgrimage is also viewed in this
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way. ... The second feature is transport. The mode of travel
has as much bearing on the journey and its narration as does
the motivation for it. ... A final consideration is that of
tradition, both literary and lived by generations of

)
travelers....

JIeET TN ARS) T AT AFE T30 0 26 (F4 B @12l
@ AfRee; FRAPIRAN G @ Rac fofy wiaeees- “Nig o @welee
AR IR (Mg e, ©iF @24 @ @ (@@ 7o 2@ez- o I F99
A (AR ©ItE e AlfRrey o=t T Fifeel 3 @ Afgey A% Weare” >
fof wime iR @, “TNITIET Sfowel 78 W BB N Sfeiers
e 2@ AT AW @I @lfs T @R (I ST T 5% (AR
&S AFHA FATS 2T COX o1 A ARCOI TG (712 IR oo’ |
OiF WO €% @ (1 IR MW v IF RN AN AN 0 @
ey A AfereR F e = IR7 S wwie, ST @@ FE W
FIfefq forfrs zear s ofq I53)
SR (ACA 2N SN ANAFIRAT ST SRerse

fF (™ @ | O SBPIE @ F@ @ AfCoF @I
o [eIa™ bl =07 GFAR W g (712 1

Qe TN Alfzey ToCE o AIFIE SR -

ot



3fEee AE F@ @R Gites FIIEasE (travel literature)
TR ©I-2 Twel AlfTey | T8 ST A (=B @ TEERAT
@R W@ A qeR THASAR (FG 7 FA AGA @
I T = 7, 7 GATT T €I fFg Aol (A2

B 3ro WH IR 93 [0 1°°

i BN ARGy FHAF SO Faco P e AR o g qrean av9

MRCSTT FNRPI* 30O AR -

g e TNA-MTS) FACE AR 2 AF qHA @l

VAP (@ GNANE AT A (FH I A0© Fhe qeifera qefe,
faad, qoe Toim e o WE ISy Wi vy
G (RIS 9 e e A1 eoree wfewen
e, MO AWM TN MRS T AR 1 G
TIzs FA A O TRFS O wHE A AR W 60
T OIS AT @A fTerE YR, Telw e a
oo = A 1

PETIE SR e Fwg FRfy I2Ba Toq AFACR NP foicdtes
TOIed T | GTRIC fof @wa-freq Mfzens AeeRre s o8 Fee | fof
ferete-

o, TSy O eNsiiRF- foaf 1w Aw T

T .. FOFIR 749 Fed wivws! aa™ F9Ce B
I T =W, 4T GG ST Woo! B@ /G, ToAl

bY-)



AF | ANTR G5! b8 AT | FF ofewm, TN 93 26T
ToROIT A ONEE WOl Gp et Ml T Al @Ig wwel
IRl o freR wnge 2@ T9 O AfreE Tre
Q™ W] AN 2 | IR SN AT TR T4
SfF FoIF @t ARGy WDy SAmIe TG 2, Ok (61
et Aoy =27 1>

A TNA AR TERA A

TG QT o we ffey q3te O @ S fge Ty Qe
Gl Cidand FIfef Re Bfee Fa @ 91 @9 ERIE 9] g
Y *S- erorw Iwd wfewer e e Tl wefge 1 age o aew
e Sidawe SR =7 @A *erd o e (sqd0 WETw) IR fRewam
CIE @14l ©/gyFren Aty @1 930 IMe it 2@fes @ A, vy
4Bt | S @3 [l Wros qre qiee o R s offfsiee Twel iR o
Sifemd IR @1 2o A 1 AMRCEE 92 @6 Mg emeem 9w [

YA FCIB0 FIA A T4l A |

T) ST *orFd AN T T FFERE &9 9T T AIETT Q0 HEES @14F
SR AR AFT ARG TG N Toofeel- 4F IR 2 ATH FeFhod

! weB e |

d) @3 ARE TG AW THRCF 779 IS Sl o733 A SR B
TRYCS AG-AGFR LT GO | (T GFNAF ST, FHALETE L

0



Q)

CGYET oAl AFINS FRe 1 (TR I[@R AGT MWW AN I A9,
THATIA-(RIGE FH N FIR 40T ALHCAT GG GG |

T SR A @2 TR [ aiae! «e Feaee | (@ G I
IEE O HAHEH @R 936 [ ol et sEsiiRg [ER-

7592 =™ T@CR |

) oiEvle I wew e v, wigfie e W feem sifasingt,

PUIECE SRR W& I8 00 | G TN GF4F ool e I2R et
1 o awd 3ca ) Iwd I Sifame SR @2 sifzne e @isame
2 TR |

8) *irsrey ferwr fifrs qreifer awate i @t 3w afes Reweg A

A 1 e gme P @S o 2T A 2 @2 e R anee
wAfTe @A @EEE IJ93E Tafe- [riTe @@ er@ ovfere 29qF |
G- (F SL-LE 2o, 7 [ Mire-sqmya 2eme e
(AT ST 40T INET AT 0T BL%e | WA A ¥ea elfefdrs,
INIFIRATE 2ITF SRS ARFRys, «ffve Jm @ @ errwms
Fefabe Sidg) faem-Atoe @wew eeTwe wfee 1 gt oF@? Iwe
oWl CAGI FCa FRf T 8 AT Tiae! #e SR |

T e el 2iele Sfas wfeted 8- AR Hifwera s e
NRTE F TAICAT Tyos SAR TR WGERE &= | O 13T ALEHE TN

B¥)



RIS PSS HFFe relfe (e 0 Reweed T Seed Iwel FE0R |
qfyFE, TN e Srene (Sidaar) s e Ay o @i 3
QT P NN (] FE2 [T YT IR @AF el Afww

MR |

7) T *ored (1 e (0P wE I N Ao 9w i SweE e
AGAST AT T IS 2o MR 1 QAT (I &1, Tifs ofoe eat
*PoTeR [odice faea sfafbfs it o e o @32 e
T Rermed wwmesd 2 Sofee | Avered Fg off s edw @ R
feTCARA- “Tf *roF TN @ WA A AEE [ e amm@ @
bR 1 97 (1= WYFF TR ‘will to record’- NAPFS! @@ 1 @b SR
wrersifany feysficos wiee” 1>

O3 FFE I SR Wore e SRR @t afele Femee oifvee z@
R = e et At e e g e (e Te AR W e
O3 IwasIfRfaelm T TeE Jeagn e Sidawd IR @3 At Awmes

e amawifzfag sifacafFrre e Sidans Ffzfaw =+ o s 2we

et @ FARTST FATT

S SRR @4l A, NI, Ffoxrmele Sid e o A1 Seds Wy
A SifFTE e geena Tefie e @9 gend e Ao N9

11 2pd oY Rgoea T ©ids e A Y= MACe oned AR 4T

R



#orce ferfie 3 Sidfaseas Regdefe wfysiod (Frag 2o eors wfvteel Jfere
G2 @IS TS89 wIRele el wWiTE SidENE e I@, FUAE A2
fter @wd afSere g 791 ok el T FIffT faoiw s <
I A1 @N, [emey PfEngEe @ NeeeE e AL GOS0 9269l
epfeTe 971 @ Sl ey SY T A (g A SIS S
MG T~ F) “F O I T T2 5@/ sffee @oiR o8 ofonr w=raren”
¥) “sffeer g €I sfaan Tew/ AW olite ek el o wqEn// L denR
Alofch I weTe/ 7 17 6T A ©ieE wiiws/ /7 o) “het@ sre e
W/ L7 W) S W e 28 G/ S #im (e ifaw
oo/ /7% g) ‘o GEE S N et/ OIS IE e o[w
/P 8 a2 weR A e amaReRd kendd dAkEm A, o

e IR 2@ 9o

I O 2l TNel FIfRR @IS qB SOIE *eCF | d4q0 HBw oA
CTEE 1A ©IgereT AT SR 11 22 Sifewd FifRf 1 “gleeeE e
TRAERY @RE (3 Fee ot auewiiz b FEE - dEe)-aF bl
AR W (AT 2@ FHRO@ (I Hqup BT ISR @A 9F A
AP (FTFE % R e I e 1 ol e A i e o~
e e 7ernd oRe sRivfam fomaw 3 oy b aoa
FEA 1 S SN AR F TG A T GG WP 2T AN T

CNI | SICAF 2T SO IO M@ I7 F6AIG =Wl Bea I ARy

0



AfTEe (AF AT FE@H 1 QI (ATF TfeH WeF W32 [N *rerE e oY

o[e1 FPITe T PR (=1 2© AT |
JIeE Te FIRf FNEF SCEsa Face P et f Sieicsa-

T *rot QT aw AifRce [ ¢ afedr @3 wrews
el omy iferer Rfey =m S e sfas{fe 1 awe iRl

8 (GroF SIWd T ey I°°

IS S WorFd ST SR e o @) qfS @wd wiffw e g
G 990 BTH T R o™ om o, @b A e s B
ey #fFAR (AP @R P THWMAR e 271 fFeRb 27 a5u-59
TRBICH (T SRR @RI B AR @fbs Teormad PR THMAR 9

Afzey 2ifaae (ATF dvov B aifae o3|

T *rot (T A IR FRFelETE T wne @ 9B qEE A
G T (A LIS 1 GO AN = AN AN -2-[Ee | QI T
SIPMCRR Aibegeas Wi et (14 Feogfee Tt or@m savy fWBew A
FIN-Z-17Emezre e 956 I8 e | @ 2 Aelfera 11 g2 [ere @we
Jifefq, afre @ o e 791

fofq 2w et 99 ST ET G BIFE FACO |

Ty R == foft 2aer 2@ T@iRe et I@

FRMRE | AE AT AT AT G FAT© A FICA
AR O IEG A YO TWEA IR GRS R

38



oo | «frs i fofAR aaw T/@IA Sas| Areifer | davq
fWBim o M e g ©off e @ wfoses
ferfora 0w °°
T TN RO TEI I A FRC A0 TP A IR SR -

. U TR @, APy R ASR T O3 AAEE
(Sl wreta a2 2td) Toq PifFFe Jelfer 3cafe ferem
TNAPIRS 8 (= WRECER T FIRfa 7o “Afve 2w |
0 I I ARCo I YA P WO 1 A=
fieF ¢ FI6 TIFRW FEEE AGIF, TAGE 8 QAR
@A T qefEme Tty @ERmee- 2o e,
e Topn 1 fac wEpele Wi e ww @ 5y
[T o FCARET 1

g7 Tmrred facs foca foft & w16 I e g2 A e @
IS 2 A ANTSoG MoAmdea Qs MAYTS (Afee Svdb) FEFER
TEIEE e Ragd ¢ e wivEee difRf defre zems e
JCACRA | SRITS, TEETAN (FHF BB (Sbrod) & @ TR N FCEA
@ A G0 AT AT AT QA PR O LY AT S @B
A0 (P ATE olT I I 7 SAsif fof mme sfaen e
@, CIRTN (P F@ T (A G IR @& [T I8 The Pilgrims

Progress 92 A% JAER TEM FEA | “93 AEF 9N Aqad weadae {7 el

R



gdfie 3T 2300 ARCENF AN a1 4w Qe srad ¥ ave e wefd
MR B gwifHe = 1™

43 @ = IR asife 29 @t S *etws
fifen sfqer awdefas v owife s @l I
JCIRA ¥ [Rfon B Iwed a0 | I, SR, YOI
3G O SIS A O GRNFIEA S FCACRA | O
ey GIRAIFIE oA HIGIIGN SRS (@, ANCAIRA
o AHme MR AfeeE o A wd T
FRBM0 dF forcafmese 1™

TIFTIS AABF AT HATeite AN TNF ST Al @47 TAZe 7%
FACS A1 Sudb (A 0o OF THTS! TN QAT ATNNF, I, 0G4,
IEAE, ATFQ AP @ oI 2% S0y RETT © GUHRT TAGE
wofte warelfe @wet e 7fS fofd exifie zre mafe auwfore “amga faam
9% Jfe sia Garffa o diff fige s f@ams- s @ e sq e
aify g3 ey Med I AW @REN @ GUTEE TG 8 I TGS
a1 feerfbres oA [REd #iedl a1 93 “AqeEeEa AN &
e fof ferem @asferm wicamel 1 vy STHE 7ofd’ 93, TENNRE S
HIFCTe TINI@S T AFIMS (S AT | Sr8y BN AT TSN
TR AR AR SFH OfF 7@ (IGART (@ FEH0 b0 ferafera a7
T (AF TG Bf6 A wre @ e Hfesn e =@l FE
@8 Ao AW LORPE'S INIHES b SIF¥e 2o @R 2fas=

Y



TS Ted Sy TR (AF I I2F A TGI-7PON SIAre TN A |
“HQIFIE OFF 3 TR RRE ... TRIMLASTT- @ 53¢ IATHI S (&79 qefie
Sheo REBICHT do (MY FFIFIfT 5T FRe 77 @ M gaire
TN Y 9% ORI Sre8 RB™ M FFEE @I (i IR S

TORI YRR SRR ST SRR PrafeeE | o @3 @welE Jes Bfow
AFIE FHIPIE TF 2@ e -8 AW svres B ¢ (AT a4
LM LS LFIS JCARe |

Tl *Tord fore wis (e ~fasia =i 32 RReTe goifss axasias
JqE A SIS BCe AE 1 el W SERE@ TEA- e IR0
CIPITRE &F (Sh_Y), AR ICWHAIGIER @11 qfo I3 I 3w
1T (Sb03) @I FPCAGY Bl (Sb-88), W SUIBIE FAIPIer JATTT
(Sb@q), (FRRNL AT TIFOIT &OI5] 3217 (Sb-ad), ICHEE Weed 2GR

o7 777 (Sbra8), AR IqF FF-FI (Sb-ae) T |

Tl wrota feSry oitsl [Ty ¢ ATed w¥iF (ACF e Iwel Fif 751 @
AFICAR A Swpsl o7F Al AR | G2 N (AE 1 *ore w3 8 R o[
9T e ¢ Ty TN I TR AFIS 2R A AR AGHALE AfRSy
cwq e afedt e | Qefi Tty Sy oo IWee ETHeted OFe
W AW 4@ (36-qq) @ @SR’ q& (Subd), RNbRe ARS FRAIT TGS AN
(Sbbro), IAGA IFEA JCAH-ENT AT (Sbobed), FERIA-TGT TR (Sb5),

SN IR FGAT AH S FI G (Sob8), TR NG (IT(LeA) Feares

R4



A (Shbre), IE T ICWAGIES IVIFHT IVIFEFAR AL U8
(Sbbq) BB Tor@e PR @FIZ BT (Sbby), R W@ Seemwes oz
(Shbb), STINA AT WG (Sb-50), @ BEIHNGR dfe Ffesfre Twe (Sb-50)
QAR IACFE FAYFT 2R (Sbsd), AR SEBIT FIFAR (Sh5¢),
AL ICIGAR TEFeT TN (Sbrde), SIAAW ICIAIGIER Fifertere-a9aa oIa
(Sboe), Pif@a =l (RE @Y (Sbrdy), TR REFHE ARIGTE (Shd),
TALE (T QR-H@ (Sbod), R¥FT (S90o), #RF (350y), T AW

SRS RWFY (350d), AR IF GHl I3 A (SvoR), e @R

(AT ([T Gge TN JEIF (S50R), Rofibadd ST ©Fe anfFd (5509),

@IS G 7797 BF (5533), @NETS! MK (T2 T (3592) |

QAT TS @ TOER Foeiel 92 ReNE adife 2euF @ AR

AfqFIce  dF Ao IR OO AT AG@ARE [FE g A
TG FCAA-2IPINT 7@, FAA-AGIT CFIF RClS AT (AR FefpAA
VRIR ArRfetere 7@ Shrvo BT FERE Jar I8 RO a3 26q™ =T
R AGDE SBAIGIETR ] (RARIRFONI Shbo (AF vy (B o
TN SIS 71 Svbo BT SR sfaer geife = qreEEe P
T = IR 6l 7977 07 T 6 (e 7N @b St o WG
TG T | A AFIS QG AT NGO’ AGE svyd WBewr awifxre
[ MR TGRT TP IWIF O G2 Ao T zrfeE
N A GG A geAbae qfRre wime emfed g @ e’

W



Zele AR Afqsl Feee’ A fRer-coe (@ fFg I FIfRF aife
el

Y50¢ BT (AF T IR RIS AR ATI-AE IgF I A2y #ARAR (AF
@AY P MR GFF T o FIRf T qeAcheas qba API*e

(e AT | el 28 Rew@s Ged ©Igye, SRR ([@EEd P 2A[7@ T,

AN AP ©F TN, @R “Svoe RETH Toi@mad 9] T vFqed

SfEAGFT (AT NGO JWRE ¢ e el [ TmiE I I|
e ¢ RSN T qe SREEETE v v 99 ARey sifwe

QAT AT Fca 1°°

e *rorea T WHIT (AT IS WS wF I AWLFUL AT &
Jifeef 1 @7 T AEm avd Afeey @S M (AT G2 TSR [
a2 G| O FLFAT A (3500), FFYAY (5599), AGFT 7@, WA
el NG, TFOrd R (do¢e), Tex RIEw bae HAfHy 8 (MW A=
e bR Mealee | #9e! A Swigw s, Grm yeredl ife,
T T, uifesR (A7 wiewE (1F WES), TGSl (RO AL BT

ORI A IN ARGy AL Afas[? =R |

9 ©IF T ¢ M *[oF e A SRR ehd Fee I FIfE tof =W

O3RN AfroR @ wwef et e «ft afefos 2w @1 @2 I

W



T iRl gt Koy wiexl 2e qieet Sidawe iffa 1 @3 #itgael mees o
TGy 2o et e Fifgfef

O AEHE Yo

i CidENd ST TN ME TAE WA | (e (ST wESI
qET Y SO TG Freld G O 1 SEEr e Heghon $ud
w1 @ [ AU Sy e ¢ Torve | feofy @bl oo
TS G{CF A4 g6 ©ltel Ol I B) [RUS ) @@ERy | ©fF qce- “_AW
TOFS BRTS AT 0@ FHPIe R o @ Feglol efeie sriee o

M T TWEW | TREIEL SRS (A egfed Frwmeat @ oite T |

9 (@Y @ G5 ool oRre foe, Cidelie W w W Reqw
Tofdfe e ©of Ao 271 @3 (ST Foreld M AE OFe 8 VIR OF e,

e ool @ GlefiE ad @R 2@ Tite aeie” 1 wdie ofg el

I Sl Aegfe e T Ol Wiws @bl (@AY @ WIS Terer- wikd
| (7 (A QO (TS IR ALY A Wb @ (@med gt sive 7 f2m
qoie ol fAfife 2fter, ©4m2 S ane wegfelba 7y «of sgaEe ¢
e <6 |

sW@ O3 9 o5 o8 ofets QR | Pilgrimage And Fairs: Their Bearing On

Indian Life 2RCF OFCe O TG F=tF TN AR@W &720%-

vo



In ancient India there were many asramas (hermitage) where
rsis used to live far away from the haunts of men, in quiet
solitude devoting their time to spiritual culture. They would
naturally draw person of a religious frame of mind who
would now and then go to them for guidance and advice.
Those asramas in course of time became places of

pilgrimage to a wide circle of people.®®
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.. all the places associated with the life activities of Rama,
Krsna and other such mighty souls, ... places which had

some connection with any incident narrated in Puranas- (12
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As Hinduism began to spread through its cultural conquest
or its assimilation of the aboriginal tribes, the number of
sects in Hinduism began to increase. And every sect began
to regard the places connected with the name of its founder
as holy, and they became in the course of time places of

pilgrimage 1°*
F3 “fq@e™ o e s Sidels ot 2ena I 2ee I90e-

With the rise of Mahayana school of Buddhism, image
worship came largely into vogue amongst the Hindus also.

Thus arose the necessity of building temples for worship.
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Every place where a big sanctuary was built and worship
was performed with gorgeous ceremonials began to attract
crowds of people and became a place of pilgrimage to

following generations.””
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The merit of travelling per se, not of the more specified
travelling for pilgrimage, appears to be first mentioned in
Vedic times. The God Indra says to king Harischandra,
‘There is no happiness for the person who does not travel;
living amongst men, even the best man frequently becomes
a sinner; for Indra is the traveler’s friend. Hence travel’. Yet
it appears that pilgrimage proper is not mentioned in Vedic

. d
literature.
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Yaska’s Nirukta does not list pilgrimage the meaning of
Yatra. ..... Even much later, Manu does not regard visit to
Ganges or to Kurushekshtra- a very ancient sacred site- as

. . 80
meritorious.
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... to my knowledge there are no pilgrimages enjoyed, nor
even recommended, in any literature earlier than the

Mahabharata and Puranas.®
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The law-teacher Gautama (ca. 200B.C.) however, declares
“all mountains, all rivers, holy lakes, thirthas (places of
pilgrimage) the abode of seers, cow-pens, and temples of

gods are sin-destroying localities.*®
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Medieval and modern pilgrimage is certainly due to
Brahmin revival, and to the ruralisation of religion in the
Hindu Middle Ages through its partial absorption into local,

non-Brahmanic cults.®
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The notion of tirtha symbolises at least four connotations in
ancient Hindu literature: 1) a route to a place where one can
receive power (Rig Veda, RgV 1. 169. 6; 1.173.11); 2) the
bank of a river where people can dip in the water as a rite of

purification (RgV 8.47.11; 1.46.8); 3) the sacred site itself
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which possesses the power of manifestation (RgV 10.31.3);
4) places that sacrilized based upon divine happenings and
work of the god(s) that took place there (Satapatha
Brahmana 18.9).88
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The Sanskrit word tirtha is derived from the verbal root 7. ,
which means to cross over (a river), step over or sail across.
The causative form of the verb (ta@rayati) denotes to rescue,
save and liberate and has the meaning of salvific. The basic
intention of calling a pilgrimage place a firtha seems
perhaps to refer to the ability of the place to grant people
salvific liberation — the salvific power of place. Perhaps the
word also refers to the presence of divinities at the place —
that is, their crossing over, in the same meaning as avatara,
from the same root 7. (and with the prefix ava: “down”). In
this way, the meaning of tirtha can be a place where salvific
and divine power is available. The term firtha does not seem
to have been etymologically derived from a dualism of

8¢
sacred and profane.
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In the wider Hindu tradition, these places, particularly those
associated with waters, are often called tirthas, and
pilgrimage to these tirthas is one of the oldest and still one
of the most prominent features of Indian religious life. A
tirtha is a ‘crossing place’, a ‘ford,” where one may cross
over to the far shore of a river or to the far shore of the
worlds of heaven. Hence, tirtha has come to refer to these
places of pilgrimage, where the crossing might be safely
made. The word tirtha is from the Sanskrit verb tr/tarati,
meaning ‘to cross over’. The noun tirtha means a ford, as
well as any watering or bathing place. It sometimes means a
path or passage more generally. The root verb tr includes
subsidiary meanings-to master, to surmount, to fulfill, to be
saved-as well as its primary meaning, to cross. The noun
taraka, also derived from tr, means a boat or ferry, as well as
a pilot or savior. Tirtha, with its many associations, is a
word of passage. It refers not to the goal, but to the way, the

path one travels.
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The Term tirtha has been referred to in the Rgveda at several
places. On the basis of these reference some scholars think
that the idea of tirtha as a place of pilgrimage goes back to
the time of Rgveda. It is however imperative to consider the
meaning of tirtha referred to in the Rgveda. Tirtha means
way or path in certain hymns. In some other passages the
term tirtha means a high bank of a river as two hymns of
Rgveda suggest. ... The Taittirriyasamhita and the
Vajasaneyisamhita repeat the same statement. The term
tirtha also appears in the Arthasastra of Kautilya in the sense
off a government department. ... It is from the early
Christian era that the term tirtha began to be used in the

sense of a holy place or a place of pilgrimage.scl
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The early centuries of the Christian era marked the
beginnings of a new religious ethos which called for new
religious motivation and broaden social responses. Many of
the old practices either passed out of use or took on an
entirely new significance. The Yajna rituals were
discontinued and the client priest relation was fast
conforming to the social and economic milieu. Temples and
image worship were soon to become the most popular forms
of religious expression. The proclamation of certain places

as tirtha and brahmanical exhortations relating to the
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practice of pilgrimage can be stood only in the background

of these new religious development.%
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Although there were several reasons for the development of
the practice of pilgrimage, the decline of the commerce and
the gradual decay of urban centres seemed to have
contributed in large measure to this process. Most of the
urban settlement which declined from about the third-fourth
centuries were recognised as tirtha in Gupta and post Gupta
period. The very purpose of the proclamation of these
settlement by brahmanas was to revive the gift exchange
system which remained as the main basis of their livelihood.
... It needs no emphasis to state that construction of temple
went a long way in reviving the values of gift exchange
system in decaying settlements and there by sanctify the
concerned place as sacred spot fit for pilgrimage. .... Apart
from decaying urban centre towns also came up in feudal

headquarters and garrison.™
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The concepts of tirtha (sacred place) and the practice of
tirthayatra as a popular form of piety are mentioned for the
first time in the Visnusmriti, a work of third century A.D.
Thereafter the idea is mentioned by almost all the authors of
puranic texts with the number of sacred places multiplying
endlessly. ... Places proclaimed as tirtha includes
crossroads, river crossings, banks of river ... and important
towns. The mode of such proclaimation sometimes made by
god and sometimes by godmen is the fabrication of a new
mythology wchich sanctifies the the tirtha by associating it
with the ‘sacred’ besides publicizing the performance of
dana rituals at the proclaimed tirtha as act of unparalleled

.. ., o
religious merit.
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The decay of Towns and subsequent proclaimation of a large
number of them as places of pilgrimage and giftmaking do
not appear to be isolated phenomena; ... the decay of towns
affected the prosperity of the city based Jajmanas, which in
turn led to the decline of the samaskara religiosity in towns

and cities. The concepts of tirtha, on the other hand
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represents an attempt to revive the prospects of gift

exchange in all the settlements including town|®
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The Puranic texts which in their pesent form, are a
characteristic product of the early medieval period, fully
reflect the religious temper of the age. Traditionally, the
Purans are said to have five underlined features. These
include creation (sarga), recreation (pratisarga), genealogy
(vamsa ....), cosmic cycles (manvantara) and account of
royal dynasties (vamsacharita). However, as R.C. Hazra
rightly observes, most of the available Puranas, ignore either
partially or totally these five characteristics and instead give

. : . s
much emphasis on social and religous matter” |
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The Brahmapuran gives an ancient classification of tirtha
and mentions them as Daiva, Asura, Arshya and Manushya,
according to their origin. The Daiva types of tirthas are those
which were revealed by the Trinity (Brahma, Vishnu,
Mabhesh)... Kshai, Pushkara, Prabhasa are examples of this
type. Gaya is an Asura tirtha. The Arsha tirtha derived their
origin from sages. The Manushya Tirthas are those which

were made holy by rulers of the solar and lunar dynasties|”™

e W8 I AP [RersTg WAce syl -

Places of Pilgrimage according to Mahabharata and Puranas
may be divided into four broad types as follows: i) Prapta
tirtha ... 11) Vikalpa Sanjukta tirtha ... 1i1) Ardhalupta tirtha
... iv) Lupta tirtha ..."*
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The kingdom of Kashi of which the capital was Benares, is

known to history as a tirtha from the third century onwards.
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The early Puranas such as the Vayu, the Matsya, the Vishnu
and the Kurma mention the sanctity of Benares or Varanasi.
Further the Agnipurana, the Naradiyapurana, the
Skandapurana, the Padmapurana, the Kalikapurana and the
Lingapurana devote a number of verses to the glory of

Kashi.’
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The distance from Calcutta by rail to Benares is 541 miles.
Work was begun in 1851. The line to Burdwan was opened
in February 1855, to Adjai in October 1858, to Rajmahal in
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As daylight gradually poured itself, thousands of spires,
temoles, shrines, minarets, domes, palaces and ghauts, were
laid bare to the sight- disclosing a most panaromic view. The
city of Shiva, the great stronghold of Hindooism, the holiest
shrine for pilgrimage in India, and the nucleus of wealth,
grandeur, and fashion of Hindoostan, now clearly stood uot

in view,- ‘rising with her tiara of proud towers, into airy

) o
distance.
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Generally ‘Grand Tours’ are considered to be the beginning
of travel industry in West. These were undertaken mainly by
the aristocrats who monopolized the administrative posts.
These tours, it was believed, would add to their ability to
better discharge their responsibilities. ... From the

eighteenth century onwards it was noticed that apart from
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aristocrats, the middle class has started participating in these
tours. But it was after the ‘take off’ of the industrial
revolution in the mid eighteenth century and the
accompanied revolution in the system of communication
that travel industry got the real boost. ... To return to
Bengal, the basic areas of travel had been introduced by the
British rulers. Hill stations, sea side locales, forest etc.
acquired a special significance as ‘sites for sights’ Beyond
those mentioned above, from the 1870s onwards, after
Bengal and places of Bihar got connected through railways,

there began perceptible trend among middle class Bengalis

to go to these places and set up temporary habitations.”
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Gangadwara or Haridwar is one of the most important tirthas
for the Hindus of northern India. .... Hiuen Tsang describes
the town of Mo-yo-lo or Mayura on the eastern bank of
the Ganga. At a short distance from the town there was a
great temple called the gate of the Ganga that is Gangadwara
... The earliest to Gangadwara as a tirtha is mentioned in the
Vanaparva of the Mahabharata. According to text it is an

adobe of Gandharvas, Kinnaras and Kiratas.”®

FANAe U8 FSETF eFg M BAC-

The Kurmapurana refers to the performance of a yajna by
Daksha, father of Gauri at Kankhal, ... The Mahabharata
eulogises Haridwar as one of the best places for the
performance of the Sraddha ritual, ... The Varahapurana
also eulogises a holy dip in the Ganga at this spot.
Gangadwara grew greater significance in early medieval
phase. The Naradiyapurana prescribes a full chapter on the

glory of Gangadwara.”®
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Bengali Hindus were very fond of Pilgrimage. The
Himalaya acquired the central position of their Pilgrimage
attraction. ... . They are well acquainted with the Kedarnath
and Badrinath shrines, Gomukh, Gangotri, Yamunotri,
Amarnath, Manas Sarobar of Kailash since the Mahabharata

period.”
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... you got ample description of Bengali people’s pilgrimage
to Himalayas from the mid-eighteenth century. The Journal
of ‘Asiatic Researches’, the Black Wood’s ‘Edinburgh
Journal’ and ‘Calcutta Review’ published almost regularly
exciting descriptions about various sacred places of

country.”
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At the time of Anglo Gurkha war in 1815 David Scott the
Collector of Rangpur sent krishnakanta Bose to Bhutan to
negotiate disputes between Cooch Behar and Bhutan.
Krishnakanta’s Report translated by David Scott in English

in part confirmed the pattern of Tibet’s trade through

Bhutan...”
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“By the end of nineteenth century travel for colonized
Bengali intelligentsia did not merely symbolize personal
enterprise; it has emerged as a communitarian imperative. ...
The ideas of stability and certainty of home were seriously
destabilized under the impact of colonial rule. While this
was largely the result of existensial compulsions under the
new political regime, influence of the western literature also
played a very significant role. On one hand it kindled the
imagination of the new literati with a notion of Romance
and on the other it awakened in them a spirit of nationalism
and patriotism. To know one’s land and people was the first
and primary step for acquiring the knowledge of ‘self” and
finding a basis for his imagination of a composite nation. ...
The western educated colonized elite suddenly discovered a
route to ‘freedom’- it was not only a freedom from the

precincts of home; it was a freedom of consciousness from
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It was because of the initiative taken by the members of
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On the return of Marquis Wellesley to Calcutta from the
Tipoo war, and his appointment to the college of Fort
William, Carey felt that his time had come to prevent the
murder of the innocents all over India in the three forms of
female infanticide, voluntary drowning and widow-burning
or burning alive. ... he (Carey) prepared three memorials to
the Government on each of these crimes. ... At the tiger-
haunted spot shivering in the cold of winter solstice, every
year multitude of Hindoos, chiefly wives with children and
widows with heavy hearts, assembled to wash away their
sins- to sacrifice the fruit of their body for the sin of their
soul. ... The result of Carey’s memorial was the publication
of the Regulation for preventing the sacrifice of children at

Sagar and other places on the Ganges.”

OF3IFY ©OIT Srqe ABF Tim Tefey O S ed defe I wiesd

FCEAMRE IR To) NWAF I |

e onda @ffers

Jieet Sidfawd FfRf REw SR eeeds e e il ot
(T (ST LTS | A3 &0 ©HAL E. Alan. Morinis 99 Pilgrimage in Hindu
Tradition: A case study of West Bengal J3f63 321 @ @14 4l
Sifefee MM FERH [ O F@ @REERT | $@ @12 [or SEe
A @eel fof efcees @-

QU



Travelling to the many sacred places within and beyond
Bnegal is a common performance and an aspect of the main
stream of the popular Hinduism for all but the lowest castes
of Bengali Hindus .... The Pilgrimage tradition in West
Bengal is an expression of Bengali Hinduism. ... Pilgrimage
practice is West Bengal typically involves journeys to sacred
places within the state. ... Bengalis however do visit sacred
places of pan Hindu significance located in the other state. ...
But the location of these centres at distance of up to 1500
miles from West Bengal restricts the number of people who
can afford the time and the expenses to undertake such
journeys. Pilgrimage within West Bengal are much more
accessible to the Bengal population and it is these which are

commonly and frequently undertaken. L
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The Sangama of Ganges river and the Bay of Bengal ... is
celebrated as ‘tirthasthana’ in several classical sources: the
Mahabharata, the Garuda Purana, the Kurma and Matsya
Puranas and Vishnu Samhita. ... Beside Gangasagara, only
Trebeni, located within Bansberia town in Hooghly district

has claim to antiquity>O
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The sakta pithas are the sacred seats of Goddess. ... A myth
links most of sakta pithas within a scheme of unity. ... It
appears in its most developed form in the Mahabharata and

Brahma Purana.”
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In Bengal however, there are far fewer Saivite than
Vaishanava and sakta centres. ... Unlike sakta pithas, the
holy centres for the worship of siva in India do not include

within their numbers a site within West Bengal.>
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The sancitity of the presence that endows a place with
holiness can be of two types in Vaisnava tradition ... it is

. . . e . 3§
either God resident among men; or man risen to divinity.
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Rupa Gosvami of the six Gosvamins of Vrndavana and the
first to systematize the practices expounded by Chaitanya
summarized the 64 pious acts which are the practices of the
Vaisnava devotee in his sadhana of vaidhi bhakti, devotion
by life actions. This encluded ‘dwelling in sacred places of
pilgrimage. ... Jiva Gosvamin ... considered pilgrimage to
and residence in holy places and bathing in holy water as

one of the eleven external acts of devotion.”
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Redefinitions of ‘Jati’ during the latter period were pivoted
around the axis of cultural unity, articulated through the
organizational network of the Hindu Mela, which sought to
promote love and affection among the ‘swajati’ and the

progress of the ‘swadesh’.””
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