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ORICl, *RE JCWIANGR  Caste,Culture and Hegemony:Social Domiance in
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‘According to one estimate, 45 percent of the widows
burnt in Bengal Proper in 1815-16 came from the lower social groups,
especially the Sadgops, Tilis, Mahishyas, Goalas, Sahas, Aguris, including
a dalit group—the Namasudras.This remained a more or less constant
trend, as another study shows that between 1815 and 1827, in more than
42 per cent of the sati cases the families involved belonged to castes
other than the three traditional higher castes of the region. The most
prominent among them were some peasant castes like the Sadgops,
Aguris and Mahishyas, some trading castes like the Tilis, and some dalit
groups like the Rajbansis and Namasudras. According to this same study,
about 65 per cent of the families where a case of sati had actually
occurred during this period (1915-27) were either rich or had a
reasonable income, and about 46 per cent belonged to the literate
category’.
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The Rajbansis there had been in existence various forms of tribal
marriage, which defied stricter rules of patriarchal endogamy, and allowed
women a considerable amount of freedom in choosing their life partners.
Paying a ‘bride-price’ was the usual practice, but poor men had the option of
paying with manual labour which they performed for the bride’s family,
instead of paying in cash.One particular form of marriage, known as
chotrudani, even speaks of polyandry, allowing a married woman to marry
again. Divorce was allowed and widow remarriage was freely permissible, and
in some cases widows could choose their new partners and live together
without going through any formal marriage procedure. But towards the early
twentieth century, the Rajbansis attempted to discontinue all such practices,
they adopted the more ritualised and structured forms of marriage; sought to
restrain their women in monogamous relations; and introduced the purdah
system as a mark of social respectability and for the purposes of claiming a
genealogy of ritual purity. However, one should add the caveat here, that
these changes were easier to enforce among the richer jotdar (landholding)
Rajbansi families, than among the less prosperous sections who could hardly
afford the luxury of women’s seclusion or their abstention from productive
labour. Therefore, even in the early twentieth century, a Rajbansi woman
vending her wares in the weekly market or smoking in public was by no

means a rare or abnormal sight.

fmacela sTIte Weaps ey AR gl epire oot | shey A [t et s
26T @ I [@WE T [RR @eq 2eel 1 FFaeed S Temig e
PG OfF AN TECE €3 AT AF© a1 |, Sl 7R [&2 I8 A7 209! |
I Sima NS 9T @3 @R & @ T T o slrmwcet g e stz
AT 7ed Foia 1T Face Aeeel 1 (M@ KRR medd 91 26 so IR WY
QEF AN S TR (412 5F I 1A 2011 Sbrdd A& Age of Consent
Bill M 2R A7 (Nm [KA102d I 41 1 =7 »21 6% ©itee @ms =y

59



far mem e fmqedts Wge e [ avfere feot) oiRE ST
Caste,Culture and Hegemony:Social Domiance in Colonial Bengal” at3 f&aceta
0Ky e AR 2l =T (12 T™ICE 92 ©It Q& 4IR0R:

Percentage of married women and widows among the
females of each caste in the age group of 5-12
Castes percentage
Baidya 5.1
Kayastha 8.8
Subarnabanik 11.1
Brahman 16.0
Gandhabanik 16.3
Jalia kaibartta 18.3
Namasudra 22.2
Kamar 23.3
Chasi kaibartta 25.9
(Mahishya)
Sundi or saha 28.2
Sadgop 29.3
Tili and teli 32.2
Goala 32.7
Pod 35.7
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school.
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“..A meeting of their community leaders in 1872 prohibited
such practices, as the freedom of their women was considered to be a reason
why the larger Hindu society held them in disrespect. ...in order to command
respect from Hindu society, acceptance of its behavioural norms became

mandatory, and this had the unfortunate result of curbing the relative
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articles, hard cash etc. The police also did not hesitate to outrage the
modesty of our women including three young girl. ...After 7days,on 31.1.79
refugee women, afraid of starvation strict death, attempted to cross the
Banga river to collect food and water from Kumarmari, the nearest village.
The police with their launches attacked the boats in the river by throwing
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subinfeudatory rights in the land, they too felt compelled to abandon their
previous, more ambiguous, modes of family structure and follow the
Brahmanical codes of marriage and patriarchy, having a distinctive impact on
the status of their women, who had previously enjoyed more autonomy and
freedom. To put it in a different way, as owners of property, they now felt
compelled to have ‘legal’ heirs and hence felt the compulsion to control
female sexuality and reproductive power and maintain a patriarchal family
structure, which previously were the concerns mainly of the propertyowning
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Literacy Rate of the Scheduled Caste Communities and the General Literacy
Rate of West Bengal during 1961-1991.

Category | 1961 | 1971 | 1981 | 1991 | 2001

SC 13.58 | 17.80 | 24.37 | 42.21 | 59.09

Others 29.58 | 33.20 | 48.64 | 57.69 | 68.64

@RIl Prof. Rup Kumar Barman®” /¥ &3 MRECRT &ldf{F #f7 (AT TH
T 8 sl wife FemiEs g 2d - ZaR A |
Enrolment of Scheduled Caste Students in Different Stages in 1985-86

Educational stage Boys | Girls | Total

Primary Stage 788442 | 463002 | 1251444

Middle Stage 145442 | 65098 | 210540

High School Stage 88842 | 22961 | 111803

Higher Secondary Stage | 22440 | 6942 | 29382
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g SG
T AW ALANEGS 8 AT QI I (S550-305))

SRl (AfFFTe Ao Ok Te fHize wrae eReIn 7 Tites wrete
FAZE AN FONT W1 G ¥y AT VYR Twe IRFE MYE
TR T S (el q@iee Rfkw g ¢ omifes f&fE o vyt
B ool Ol ol Srerer, Wewl-bel Jcel I feqeR ez #ifdbe feel | b
(ACPE AR T frgel ¢ wifgerey fResicaa &y qrmelaied g el
@ b IR, Ra AEoreE 7 TR G aEmage agima *ER
e e vy T8 o wagee T @2 9w o ¢ 98 AeE Ww
e e TV T B0 (71 T Gl AT @ ST I 1<,
Afes R T ¢ g fmel ) Svge  Teome @3z wncf¥E ww o
Tp-fip comiton SRl g BT T EIPTACE S@Ie A S S (el
21 G W o TNREuE 93 (@TeW 9Lb ufe A@EH JRE 2
e e e gfEce vedela ARG g A1 o) 2 g deTeima
e Ire =BT @ OF, @ I o G Twae| Tedeed @Il
A oot A1 9 W@ 89 A &@ve YR AT AR AfRATS ARmE A
SR Srieiferma W A efi vetee M Seimifer waiR iy coldh
@ fam, fFare, vem(Ermae 0S¥ 70T Thel Tifed WYY b Sesife
2AR|), W@ dgfs Tfeef opy @ige I 2@k 1t @3 TF R o=
QSR TEHH GGyl | fof = ‘According to it, It is the Shudra

who is born last. The Untouchable is outside the scheme of creation. The
Shudra is Savarna. As against him the Untouchable is Avarna, i.e outside the

Varna system. The Hindu theory of priority in creation does not and cannot
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apply to the Untouchable.” wfere seifsr wifexifas wef 2e-(m+s(w)-fv) A
v 34 2R | 9k s, feeifys, MAifTs, oifte g3 [Rew ® wire w2
qItat [FEIe SEsar A= Sukhadeo Thorat-

Generally 'dalit' mean a poor and
downtrodden people of our society. The word ‘Dalit’ was derived from
Sanskrit language and the literary meaning of dalit is 'grown down/,
'oppressed' or 'broken'. As political epithet the term dalit was used in the
1930s as a Hindi and Marathi translation of 'Depressed classes'. @ioi%
N @ ©fF A9CH A IR Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Wfere’ FAM (Fw el

VAR PECRA-

Dr.B.R.Ambedkar also used term in his Marathi discourses, called
Bahishkrut Bharat. He says, ‘..dalithood is a kind of life conditions which
characterize the exploitation, suppression and marginalization of Dalits by
the social, economic, cultural and political domination of the upper caste’s
Brahminical ideology’.

T, OErE, R IR wiTe M PR UL @RI o [y eaeed-

Untouchability is a historical phenomenon and untouchables have been called

by various names such as ‘Harijans’, ‘Exterior Castes’, ‘Depressed Classes’,
‘Outcastes’, ‘Mlechha’ ‘Chandala’, ‘Panchama’, ‘Nishada’, ‘Antyaja’, etc.'q3
SRS SRR Aealfie TR doxq fig 2ec fUrme v [ wiF witames W=E
PRI e [WRm bevE MERER @ i e 3 feqoan fawerm e
QAT -GF B M GATS FCIH 17 WS q SR @S ARMNSTE!
wpaem R b ol O AWM Ao S, 9F FET T (@SS
I, GF 0 (SECTa AL ¢ P gz AR (AT AMFS @ (AR
GIE THIC G Sy A wfeTe  NEce i T 9 O 20O TR
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FACE Y I WM I N FACSI AT WewEe A R wife
TR 7 oo ANfes M Mo A @ S w@lm o 91, Sy
g {1 S wew FE SR oSl vE Fh g3R ANEGs Tewd qoieiE
QIS TRMICE SCAEs gy e |

S5E8 I (AT “ATS WAB FoRF ©I(F bIF AR I° O [Kfeq Ameed
wlere ey ¢ Aegfos I T @A I @, wire Ffeey fes Aifgey w3 77
I AR e (A (1 wiEre AiRey soi fefge fes1 waig cemifedrs
FTCEA(S20-50) 8 ACHUD(ET 2O «(F IAINE Afere Alfeey 5b1 ¥ 77 1°°

8.5 JIER wfere STTIeCTa CAFI7E

SIS (@ NG AL WleTe AT (¥ (SN SR SFICeis
SAfZoTCH MfeT® ARy Bbl 7F, (12 TG SR “niere” Q1 AW N [ AR
I QA AL (2 1 ©IMF IR A" AlTE AfEe T 2o e w awe
T 1 AT 4@ QAT AleTe IOFA oE GIFANAR TS | IR I, ¢ AT
wfere Alfeey (@27, @ s M, “JER 6 o2 wite @27 2w FE @4
e <=1 IR 1 AETE wlee (R, T8 @ @ W T IR @ 9T Ao
Aifees (@12 1 7 AFeS SR fF Taew 917 &AW WA ALTFET TOR ¢ Were
AWM IFEBIEE Weld (ofd 2er| el el tof 2re @™ af| @ |
FYCOT qIWe eIl St &= OIS J 96 G-I ©f MG | FeTo @ I N @
QI AfeTe ot 1 g T wieTe qRR | SR Wores ey 2 4oie bR
3l IPRE, @, (T, @ o MEmE A @it 2 © foat Reow w41 2wwe |
(5) Tex HAFH- 0 0 wifs (R) THN AFq 33 B wfe @z (9) @w1s 7ewg wifs |
gqy N7 o 5 & wifen U T+ 2@ (WEalR, $1, 59, IFG, OF,
PP, TGS, (SERIR, WE)| OF W S B 2 Yol ORIF I (d9%
AN 932 O Wume foaf ©itsl ol T '@Ce- (5)7e ¥ms »v G wifs () =Fie

144



*ag 5» B wfe g3 wwres so 6 wfS(Ay, ©v, @9, &%, 2T, @, @,
JIreTe, JHAR!, 8 FYE )| TSSMI N BIEWE AIZA A | AT
= Rl Te SHACK (TR Al FACoA 1 [ *orpa 2 e e were
A wqw Il w@m wpy wifer offace weE v wifs oI oy zeet
BFe @A TAHIE g e Hol Hdl tofd FAce AT wiifis ool (ot
AT THAGN 7T, T T4 ¢ AR 2z, T Ofe @orel @9 Foe TAfes
O NGOl (AF TG (fefes wifs semr e | FREA o s
IR IR WA wifosle feet qreRedl, TmderE), g, aEim, 9N,
(]S, W], Ff@l, g, A6F, fozm, ahi kv avfe wifeef fom Fro &Rt
o Ie e fom I ¢ wRARIFIN 8 GFEma gee Frer fom
FITEAN =R e forem Fo ((Ieqm IS [NAR A @@ Fheer f1ge
foet FEHMH Temm (@R, 2fE, @2, TEAEM) |1 S—red Sra FNTFE (AF
fifoy qufa e e e sitme d=fiver TRl wweged 2w aor e
e g Afdhe oed @3z T refa @it T3 SpTHIcTa (Fea g Ho1H T8
¥ @3 wrifey qfe My o swewieR Seoffer 3foem apmeme oifs
oo @36 “Afawes tofd weafes | RKee ey semieE FE bl
@ BIAICAes 31 iberel feel o Teof fee o @fbe wige efrer @9 ffen ey,
e HgAcla I3Ea Temrels 6@ @@ JFfe @men W1 dma =1,
sjge% i, Wfoxw e, J&l 2ce’[* «F2 T© M2 AW @) HIGIEr’| ©F 2[0&

J(=TC=T- The practice of untouchability remains integral to the caste order.
Persons belonging to the castes lowest in terms of the hierarchy and
considered as the most polluting are stigmatized as untouchables.
Untouchable castes have been variously referred to as panchamas, antyajas,

atishudras, avarna, depressed classes, Harijans, scheduled castes, and Dalits.
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E TPFIOR WA TEE OFS (AT I FAS AR A oa few
el | SEN W Siford A SHAE ARSI AN ¢ gftates e
e s v feet ) Swacda W@ Y W wew b A SISl Aers!
1| Tl *owd iEd e Swacla fAwerm v wifs sewia siifes
QT > | @2 AflTe ACHEER NG O OiMg ANGE AW, N WEFR
ZRA AR (Identity) IS &) JAR (I ToMeE AR dFT 2@
AR e T A FAETF qFA Lo IR | ANGS Ml Jaw Aidice
GFF ©I@ ol FAF WACe AR ¥ To o 2w g T «f W
Af D TR0 | TS & TP (Sb-8¢->538) AbS ¥ & 27 Fayw &Y «e
TTW T (5903-554R) 5 Al wFdH bfee’ TG & TgA ©Al wieTe FfTe
fticre +Afafboe 1 @i wife STemicE vk Eeme 2 nre AfRey 2= g
wifeq 7TE AN %7 dve T e 8 AT T TMIEE T [E
(Sbbra), FERANWR 27 IR AR Abe MG FALAN QIR NENWR CFe@
@AY Vg I AFIF AT (3005) 1”7 TARA 0T (AF [N o 7B
wfeTe AfTe) (AF SIid ANGE, AeireF, GafeF 8 437 A T9F Tl
I T AS @ wfere AfRey foe @1 wFeR 9 W A1 T @R
HITSICS @A WfeTs SR TN OO GHAF SFIE LA IR GIRIC BT
qTe!l TR @2 A Mg A qewe [ GEdos YR FE (R TS
HIEEE 2F? (@I S Tired o OIS =W @A AT? T, AN Teed @A
@ AN CoT 7fE M@ @S R, @R INAZME NHE THACT A4y
JERE2 IO (AFR, The-7T [ IGEm F0q ORI I Oimd o 911 e
‘@A TR AG-THET ANAF &I @ FL ©F GFG AR TS oA
Y Q@IEE e (13’1 58 Tl O we-siited W I ToF bt
Te-2ATed AF @TT @ W T 3990-F WIF SRed NFAIM AGAeH
G T (@ TGE IWFIW WG A A0 35ifTer-aq BFe (e wAred Ix
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o2 =t ISt dob2 e 749 Felfeie wtad e i (fRmaefa 2fsg)
e (A9 2, 2O BOIF K A (ATE A0 IT 619, O (AF A
fi 2o TR %S ST 2o oF I 1 R *orFd Taa wiF e 2fonm
BOIF (@ FE0 GG 7T I 1 (Afas 3o voiw «i4, Srewem 3fegw
L2525 113 RO 25 5 ) 5 ) BT 7 0 B ) R K = 1 (4
Q@ = ARG 2SR Bhi 4l [F8 @R AE0N 0= 5oiM 4 (S
GRCTE TN (Al ¢, 93 3fere v dRite Rfey @ifiw Wi wigeelo
(Identity) ¥tet =GR ¢olet 711 I 4, 7S, Afes Faw, wlre fFFael T ¢
YA ToifFFe 10 g W3 N@E G g I were A fAmady wEma
3fozpT T aPTTe AeE [feE NEEEE NEEAR NG 1 Sdba N I wiers
@EF Sifrw oifoe 27193 afeRitTa Terfs ferem fawa egm, sToim< Tge faw
8 ey SWIe fered Acd® Wi 9T 193 IR0 TRAwE ¥R e il 9w
wiere AfEe; A SePe W | I wleTe @14F AREmE (@uit Ag e
P9’ TF A TR e 27| ° vl SFama FT4Ne W @7 SIid
AfS FCol R (TTW TR, (9 TR, 92 IJ W@ vbl ¥F @« T8 Om
ETAR T WTe FRNWA ([KEEIF FA FAET T TW 11 Prgefas e I9gw
oM ANIETE |, Ao, qafed TR QU [ (B3 Wi FFq @GS
a7 1| Jwvelgs yiden M wire Sims @8 Qe 411 787 77 |

GTF@, AW QN countercurrent™-Q, @F A NG 2706 @R O @ATS
s, fof e asem wire ayite Twa Mrs (sEesd wlre- 56 Tt
IR 9@ 4@ | fofF et @, ife oM e, (Neie 9,99 WCo! Wit
@GR wiete TANCE rgetad el M@ Aaw e 791 (SN (O TS
Afe-fort T (ow dfswlers 27 11 ol g3 e I IR wfere oA 47,
SIE A GF @ YZOST G OIFE Fl [ fF@ “ThAca qiind e
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TRZ FACR VTS T A AFEI 0O A" | HeT o[qF 8 TLIAF (N @
“rfere TR foF O T IEM™° A 96 @R € ATHEER N WoTe
WA T OO A6 National Fedaration of Dalit Women-510t7a facs 7f2
e FRMRET,ORCS A TAARMITR (AF G 20 @2 eafdas ot 37
CNlole & AT “Fome Aremine” IR (T2 SRl (ATF | 3 AGe @RI ¢oF @
TELRR T WA JCO12 AT TS 14! Yeq A I@0 (@, “F_” I
GFH TG TG A FACET ©f F (FEF KK PP FA F908 711 AfeTe 91
QRETR (19 (02 IZNGP, G-AfTS FAWA (A 7S, ©f Weml I Qoo G119
wifq A’ ¥ mfere AR @lfis (T 27 e SR it fofew), e nfere (I
fofes) , ¥ Afere IR @ o Ftama JFama 7 NS 1 G AR
UfeTs (FIIFA! OO N0 ©IF SIS WA (A S FUCA WfeTs AR QI
@ oaw
el AfeTe FAMa SR B8], SItid QAT 3%, - [, T [ 9fes 2@
WA TR A HAfqFE T | Wil SweeE W M AfeeE oY v ww
TEMRA 558 ANE were Ta! -ARINFmE frame TImE J29iq AR I3
e were AW &fs taawy, e afeere T4 9 €219 JA4E 20 Tz |
FA AP DO GG @2 AW [ W W oies @re @iee (ot
F@ed @ WitEie vy T@ o ANET 99gE @R whre SfRiE T aged
F | FofF 6T @ @I 2 o W I S Sevh A FhEerel e
TiEifere qF6 AEDT o @A fof 242N W AP IERE | ©F A2
“sure battle if you touch” O3 IRBEA @A FTS! T&-, AW, ANEE FT==11
Q32 MleTe WP AR T Srox 29 i (@BIER asreR @b 3
e e e AT E su 6 Ty ewfis 2wz, @AE- g7 Gy whe
MfZe, Glre TG T59, (NCICET QICTGET 55 8 (- QU e T5e,
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JIeFTAZ TGN, GI16, PN, AT G T CRNF (RH! Vg, GATOR MAT (B!
wfoTeeitd Qe @ @R | AN @, A eefs fw e wwear s ey
e SIEFIre FETRA|

(TR ey RO BCE SCRA-2e A, NG !, Pl Joie], f=ipt qrer g
JTerel g, IR oMs, Yroda STl A, gAe (o, fFif
QMR AN TSR AERT Qe [T 22 SEEe] R-orive i 38
5 St AF(TD O ARG I (0= |

8.ATRA AAMT (TN &<

So50 FE TOA VLT (08/09/5550) WRE FHeotd N
ey o et S 210w T 271 o IR Ve Ao FeIw FeT av FgT
IIPT @ T CAFCAT ARFE TTH AT AP @2 I FIAFEAA 0 IR @2
oids &fe e O AT AN JIFF9F IIF AeIcs ¥ o1 271 ATersio
*ifg e @@ 2 WHH (AT T/ e W2 M Tey ol e Fffba e wfoe
| O WEd oINS AT FO5TS ©id @I I &t & JFEE I, BI-
wfe, A &t Ffeerye ¢ A A oM S AR @ e oA ¢ AN AHreA
JCE | 2Tl AT FERYA TR T AT g7, ol e it A8 Fiez
VAT AT ARy e e [ TS 27 1 TH Fred belce AE | IRED @R
AYICRA AfS JLRMA @2 W2e el e ©itg WA e SCE |
IT AenAfY AR @3 TN AW FeA | o, IR A IFA (& W,
ArS! AT fgPTE FeTal G2 FTere] wTel Ffewt & Foifnsl 2o 71 e
FEF | O AFE CTE O3 BT AL FCE |
TG T2 7eH *Mife sToper e Ffba FiE T1F @61 wiwce “if @161 2
a3 WA Aot 4T O 2T oW IIFd, @F B IIgd, oW qE I «Q
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I Jersifag @R AN AT F@ @ ANEE 8 Ao e wfzen
AR 7T I (FIE! PN (72 1

SRR ATV SRR, FHI2F GHRER QA G0 Ao @1 1 (Ao Tl
Q32 YfEIrad T AT TR 4G EIFG O3 G IR I | B QNG &l
@ SRl RIE SOl | R *F 9% w26 AR ool Sifve Tga R A,
2P @M AN TS I 1 FA WG A AF6! 2fqeI6W NWF qieg aEt
% Ted el WEEal e efs e g P qIN siedred B [
Ete 8 fEfR, % % @1F W1 4N CFE 924X (@9 (SRIton I, S
AR QT TETE #F A8 {3 dea (12 A =ifs |

I Y T SR, N Wt dAN IC (A TQNWE K AR
Y 205 A |03 AEE (FEAME e foq M (0 ¢ 8 ©ifiw) 2y «3
TR QA NI TGIIT FCSFDW I Ao, 2 Idl, g weifoma
T, dofe FA W 192 I=IA AR o000 TG @ foq @ REE, va oo
(AR | AT AT (ATF IS JEN JFA, MG IFH @2 IARANIF T !
GIYST @ TR 4GIF e AY- (ofF7E ToAFe 2rieeEE | fsfq Jem, wfeeme Fie
AN Feced fofd @, Wieeal etere weeifoma I9d afReEs, o[l el
TEAE G2 AABCE ASTET Wy 2w | (78 g sl Tou wamced
2 IIFET IR A AFT AR AN GBI N A AFIRATOS o FA 77,
el Wity @9 wfEEm 9 91 AR TR 5, {6 wmm, sfees s fice
], AT AR I, SiFe [(feq Aty & P e, ot |, TF tos el
FACS T, T(E (0T ST ATF AYF % | QA QA 2T NG QAT AW
vy W@ AT PG, A N FCSF N AN@ (A0S BIA | O Pl A
a3 ToU TAWmE o BT A €, FIA N [ oMiE @ <Nl Q36
AfSTITOR @ & 0 |
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..It is not a one day single incident, rather it just became

systematon, which must alarm the humanity. But a huge number of rape
towards the Hindu women are motivated for three main reasons:

i) To grab the Hindu lands ,Rape the Hindu Women" has long been used as a
device by the Muslims; A raped Hindu woman usually do not get justice.
Even, if she receives justice, she and her family never can rehabilitate into
the society. Hence, rather becoming abandond and gradually transforming
into a prostitute and/or committing suicide, the raped Hindu woman and her

family often flee Bangladesh.
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ii) To forcefully convert them into Muslim. It is to be noted that for the
socio-economic and cultural structure, a raped Hindu woman has no room in
the society; not in father“s home, not in husband“s home. Even, if she and
her family would flee, once it is revealed, she life will be again completely
messed. Hence, a vulnerable raped Hindu women rather than destroying her
life just convert into Muslim religion.

iii) To set example and spread threat into the Hindu society to eliminate
them, rape is used as the easiest and quickest weapon against the Hindu
women. Here, the Hindu women just become viction not only for being a
women, but a minority woman. And the Muslims use ,Rape" as a safe device
for Islamization, land grabbing and setting example in the community. "
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...Zia had to fall on the support of the so-called pro-Islamic and
other fundamentalist groups. The Proclamation Order No. 1, in 1977, which
inserted the first sentence of the Holy Quran: Bismillah-ar-Rahman-ar-Rahim
(In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful), at the beginning of the
Constitution not only dismantled secularism in Bangladesh but also deleted
the principle of secularism and replaced it by “Absolute Trust and Faith in
the Almighty Allah”. Zia’s (1988) assassination paved way for the army
general Ershad to come to power and also for Eighth Amendment in the
Constitution, in which Article 2 declares: “The state religion of the Republic
is Islam, but other religions may be practiced in peace and harmony in the

» Yo

Republic”.
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