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The general term for all dramatic compositions is Rupaka,- from
rupa,form,- it being their chief object to embody characters and feelings,

and to exhibit the natural indications of passion. A play is also defined, a

Poem that is to be seen, or a Poem that is to be seen and heard.*
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This ten-fold division is based mainly on the plot, the type of the
hero, and the sentiment of the play, as pointed out by Dhananjaya

(Dasarupaka, ch.1), the author of the Dasarupaka, an authoritative treatise

on Dramaturgy.®
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An examination of these ten types shows that they fall into two
definite classes, the heroic and the social. Nataka, Vyayoga, Samavakara,
Dima, Thamrga and Anka from the heroic type, while Prakarana,
Prahasana, Bhana and Vithi go naturally together as representing the

social type. If the order is reversed the actual line of historical evolution

can be noticed.>

AcgS gz *wb afexfae ae 2 A 2R qE I G2 A
TR |

The word ‘Prahasana’ in Sanskrit means ‘What evokes laughter’
and ‘What is full of laughter.”
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There 1s a marked difference in the theme of the YgHs that are

included in modern Sanskrit Literature. Most of the modern Sanskrit

prahasanas are satirical in nature. In most cases @& (satire) is the

predominant rasa and I[JN 1s conspicuous by its absence. In some cases

O
there are more than one act.®
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Thus, for about two hundred years — from the beginning of the thirteenth
century to the end of fourteenth century — south India experienced
successive wars and anarchy that not only devastated the region but also

accelerated the social change that had started in the twelfth century,

transforming the south Indian social formation from the old to the new.’
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