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The educated classes are the voice and brain of the
country. The Bengalee Baboos now rule public opinion
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The apartments for the women, dominated by “the
Zenanah” are studiously secluded;the gratings or shutters
with small air holes,serving not simply as a protection
from the heat,but rather as a prison security,through
which none can penetrate,to search into the sad scenes of
misery resulting from the pervertion of heaven’s greatest

blessing.*
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| Priscilla Chapman, ‘Hindoo Female Education’, London: 1839.p.3
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The men here are a sadly idle set; they make almost
slaves of their wives.’
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| beg leave to observe, that the British and Foreign
School society, bearing in the mind the usages and
customs of the Hindoos, have sent out Miss Cooke to
educate Hindoo females,and that | fear none of the good
and respectable Hindoo families will give her access to
the women’s Apartment,nor send their females to her
school if organized. They may be all convinced of the
utility of getting their female children taught at home in
Bengalee,by their domestic school masters, as some
families do, before such female children are married or
arrived to the age of 9 or 10 years at farthest. For the
reason | am humbly of opinion that we need not have a
meeting to discuss on the subject of the education of
Hindoo females by Miss Cooke,who may render her
services (if required) to the schools lately established by
the Missionaries for the tuition of the poor classes of

Native females. °
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