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“Self-mutilation in emulation of the ‘passion’ of heroes who are human yet

divine is no stranger to the West: flagellants who whipped themselves both in
penance and in remembrance of the scourging and crucifixion of Jesus
appeared in almost every western European country in the Middle Ages,
sometimes with the disapproval of the Church. Sometimes, like the group of
flagellants who at the opening of the fifteenth century followed Saint Vincent

19 Hollister, Jhon Norman (1979). The Shi’a of India. New Delhi: Oriental Books. page 56
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Ferrer on his journey to preach the need of repentance and the coming of the
judgement, they were at the very heart of what conscientious churchmen most
admired. Flagellation survives in Spain and in many parts of the Hispanic
world. It survives, in fact, in the United States in New Mexico, where in spite
of a century of horrified disapproval by Protestants and non- Hispanic
Catholics, the brotherhood of penitents Commemorate the passion of Jesus by
flagellation, the carrying of heavy wooden crosses, and many other forms of

discipline, physical and spiritual.”>°
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! Roy, Mottahaddeh (1985). The Mantle of the Prophet: Religion and Politics in lran. New York: Simon
and Schuster. p.175

12 Abbott, Geoffrey. Flagellation: RELIGIOUS PRACTICE. https://www.britannica.com/topic/flagellation
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