










1. Which factors are responsible for the rise of the Baul as an oppositional sect 

of the excluded within the framework of Gaudiya Vaishnavism?

2. How did the Bauls transformed their dissent into acceptable cultural 

expressions of Bhakti-oriented and Sufi influenced religiosity?

3. How did the untouchable Namashudras emerge as Matua, a dissenting sect 

both within and without Vaishnavism?

4. Why do the Baul and the Matua sects differ so significantly in their reaction to

the hegemonic advances of dominant monolithic religions?
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