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1. Which factors are responsible for the rise of the Baul as an oppositional sect 

of the excluded within the framework of Gaudiya Vashnavism?

2. How did the Bauls transformed their dissent into acceptable cultural 

expressions of Bhakti-oriented and Sufi influenced religiosity?

3. How did the untouchable Namashudras emerge as Matua, a dissenting sect 

both within and without Vaishnavism?

4. Why do the Baul and the Matua sects differ so significantly in their reaction to

the hegemonic advances of dominant monolithic religions?





1.



2.

3. The Matuas of Bengal: Their Origin, Beliefs and Social Position

4. Transformation of Baul and Matua Identity in Contemporary 

Bengal: Immersion and Consolidation of Identity  



5. Conclusion















































































































































































































































































Chapter Four

Transformation of Baul and Matua Identity in Contemporary Bengal: 

Immersion and Consolidation of Identity 
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MALE 78.69 75.41 42.62 75.41

FEMALE 23.08 53.85 30.77 46.15
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ANNEXURE ONE:  

FIELD SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Maximum two respondents from the same family. Husband and Wife both can’t 

be interviewed from same family. Brothers, Sisters, Parents can be interviewed. 

Name: (Optional) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………. 

Age:  …………………………... 

Gender: Male/Female/Other 

Caste: Gen/SC/OBC/Other (If SC, whether identify as Namashudra or not. Yes/No) * 

Please tick the appropriate one. 

Educational Qualification: Illiterate/ Below 8th Standard/Passed 8th but below 

Madhyamik/Madhyamik/HS/Graduate/Post Graduate/Professional Training Degrees 

(ITI etc.) 

Profession: Farmer/ Small Business Owner/ Large Business Owner/ Private Service/ 

Govt. Service/ Teacher at Primary or Secondary School/ Homemaker/Other (Please 

Specify) ……………………………………………………………………… 

Approximate yearly household income: 

(optional)…………………………………………………………………………… 



Own land property: Yes/ No 

Own pucca house or live in one owned by family member: Yes / No (Please tick 

yes if house has brick walls and cemented floor but tin roof) 

Own motorcycle/scooter: Yes/ No 

Own smartphone: Yes/ No 

Active supporter of a Political Party: Yes/ No/ I only vote for that party/ Will not 

Disclose  * Please tick the appropriate one. 

Whether has knowledge of Ambedkar or his movement: Good grasp of his ideas/ 

some knowledge of his movement/ Only heard of him but not conversant with his 

ideas 

Views regarding reservation for the Scheduled Caste in jobs and education: 

Strictly Necessary for all SC/ Necessary at Present for All SC but can be repealed 

after a given period if upliftment is visible/ Presently Necessary only for the weaker 

section of SC and not for creamy layer/ Will not disclose.  

Whether has a history of being discriminated on the basis of caste: Yes/ No 

If yes, please tick the appropriate one: Discrimination regarding use of 

common resources and services (tube well, pond, barber etc.)/Discrimination during 

entering a temple or Puja Mandap/ Discrimination at workplace (difficulty in finding 

recognition and getting promotion, taunts regarding appearance, caste identity 

etc.)/Discrimination during availing a government service/ Social Discrimination 



(during marriage, from in-laws, from an upper caste neighbour during some festivities 

in his/her house etc.) (tick as many as applicable).  

Whether read newspapers: Yes/No 

Whether active on social media (Facebook/WhatsApp Groups/ YouTube Channels): 

Yes/No 

Matua follower: Yes / No 

 

Following questions are only for those who will tick ‘yes’ in the previous question 

 

Whether wear Matua paraphernalia (Achar Mala etc.): Yes / No 

Whether participate in Matam: Yes / No 

Whether have a Hari Mandir at home: Yes/ No 

Do you attend meetings/talks organized by Matua organizations: Yes / No 

If yes, frequency of attending meetings/talks: Very frequent/ A few times in 

a year/ Rarely/ Not applicable 

Do you observe Hindu Pujas/ Festivals at home (Saraswati, Laxmi Puja etc.): 

Yes/No 

Whether Brahmin priest is appointed for Pujas etc.: Yes/No 

Whether married inside/outside Matua community: Yes/No 



If outside, whether married in a Vaishnava family:  Yes/No/ Not Married 

Whether married according to Vedic Rituals or Matua way: Vedic/Matua/ Not 

Married 

Whether Shradhh done of family member in Matua way/ Vedic way: 

Vedic/Matua/ Not Applicable 

Whether follower of a Matua guru: Yes/ No/ Don’t believe in Guruvada 

Do you think Harichand Thakur was an avatara or incarnation of Chaitanya: 

Yes/ No/ Can’t Say 

Whether visited Thakurnagar during Baruni: Yes/No 

Whether visited Orakandi: Yes/No 

Do you Venerate Budhha: Yes/ No/ I consider him an avatara of Vishnu or 

Krishna/No opinion. 

Do you consider Harichand Thakur as an avatara of Budhha: Yes/ No/ Both are 

avataras/ Can’t Say 

Do you feel Vaishnavism and Matua way have much in common: Not at all/ Some 

things in common/ Many things in common/ Both are simply two different ways to 

worship the same gods 

Do you feel Matuas should identify primarily as Hindus: Yes/No/Can’t Say 



Do you believe Matuas living in the border villages can face a threat from 

Muslim immigrants from Bangladesh: Yes/ No/ In some areas but not everywhere/ 

Can’t Say. 
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