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OPINION .

OF
Basu SRISH CHANDRA BASU, B. A,

Of the Provincial Civil Service,: (U. P.), Author of the
Ashtadhyai of Panini, (M. A. Text-Book, London Uni-
versity) and Translator (and annotator) of Bhattaji
Dikshita’s Siddhanta Kaumudi, the Upanishads,
Vedanta Sutra and the AMitakshara in the
Sacred Books of tlie' Hindus Series.

S

The scheme of Sanslmt works in Professor Benoy
Kuma1 Sarkar's pedagogic series. is based on the con-
ception that any language, whether mflectlonal or
analytical, living or dead, can be learnt exactly in
the. method in which the mother- toncuqlls acquired.

No  preliminary . training in_the generalisations and

definitions of grammar is therefore required, and the
student may be at once introduced to. the sentence as the
unit of thought and expression.

By 'a ‘skilful and, systematic apphcatlon of this
method, . Professor Sarkar: has been able to build up,

through lessons and exercises .in: translation, coriversa-

tion, questions and answers, and, correction of errors,
4 text book in Sanskrit which -serves, the double puipose
of a guide to composition and a series of primers ea
Sanskrit literature.  From this series of books the reader
can master not only the necessary rules of Sanskrit
Grammar, but also will be familiar with some of the
most  important passages of standard classics, eg
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an ambitious one, but he is fully qualified to carry
it out ; and there can be no doubt that it will be

found to be a healthy and stimulating force in the

Indian educational world of to-day, especially
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7. The zéengazge, September, 797zo.

A MONUMENTAL WORK.

} We have received a copy of “ Skiksha Bijnaner
Bhunica” or Introduction to the Science of Education
by Professor Benoy Kumar Sarkar M. A, of the Bengal
National College, Calcutta. It contains an appreciétive
preface by Pabu Hirendranath Datta, who states that the
author has been for the last three or four years engaged
in the preparation of a Science of Education, ‘which
is to be a COJ;gﬁf'eﬁefzszbe work treating of all the aspects
of education, kistorical, theoretical and practical. This
has been written as a foreword to the whole, which is to

be complete in twenty parts, of which some have been
sent to the press.

There are three great divisions in the subject matter
| of the work. In the first volume the author proposes
| to discuss in a historical manner the different ideals and
| methods of education adopted by the different nations
of the civilised world in the different ages of history

and amidst different circumstances. :




The second volume will be a philosophical discussion
of the theory and science of education, the nature and
ideal of education, the means and instruments of educa-
tion with a view to set forth the best and achievable
ideals of education
Modern India.

suitable: to the requirements of

The third volume is to deal in an exhaustive man-
ner with the best mode of teaching the different subjects
such as Language, History, Psychology, Moral Philoso-
phy, Economics, Politics and “Sociclogy.  The author
will indicate how real and genuine interest in the natural
IHe
will also shew the simple and easy, the best and the
most effective mode of teaching Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, The
of teaching useful industries and other valuable sugges-
tions about them will be offered. He will throughout
make use of the Inductive Hethod 0f Teacking, From this
very brief contents of the book the reader, will be ablé
to imagine the comprehensiveness of the work.

Seienees can be created in the minds of the learners.

Geology,  Botany, Zoology. mode

We are very glad to recommend this excellent foreword
and the series to the public for careful perusal and

especially to those of our countrymen who are engaged

in teaching and controlling education. It is highly
desirable that the' New Method of Teaching inaugurated in
his work should find its trial in our Public Schools and
Colleges.  “ The author himself,” Babu
Iirendranath Datta, “has achieved results

observes
excellent

e

(i D)
by applyinz his new methods of teaching among his
pupils and he hopes that the cause of education in
this country will be greatly accelerated if they are
adopted by the public.”:

We cannot think of more important services to be
done in the interest of our nation than promoting the
growth ‘and spread of education. ' Government is also
alive to the cause of primary education which has
become a question of urgent necessity in this country.
It is evident that we are in need of a number of educat-

‘ed men, like the present author, who can devote their

lives to lift and leaven the general mass of the commun-
ity. Slur is often flung at our graduates that they
We.

public to take note of this comprehensive and original

are not fit for any original work. invite -the
work on the Science of Education and to see .if they

can adopt its ideals and methods of education.

The author deserves the most hearty thanks from
the public for the long and steady efforts that are being
made to the canse of educational veform. We understand
that this JZrtroduction fo the Science of Education has
already won golden opinions from the leading journals
of Bengal, as it should, being an original and important
contribution to the Bengali literature.
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5. The Modern Review—0624 October, 19z0.
The author is engaged in the preparation of &
‘Science of Education series” which will be completed

in twenty parts. The book
introduction to the whole series. The author deserves

under review is an
our best thanks for the services he is doing ‘to the
canse of Edueational Reform in our country, and we recommend
this introduction te eur teachers for perusal.
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8. RAI SARAT CHANDRA DAS BAHADUR, CLE,

PROFESSOR Benoy Kumar Sarkar's Siikska Vijnan
Bluyiika is an excellent introduction to the Science of
Education. The scheme of his works as outlined in

this book is as follows :

The first volume contains a Historical Survey of
the system of education. representing the types. of
civilisation evolved in_the history of the world. The
second is to give the Philosophical Theories on educa-
tion held by the master-minds of the different ages and
countries supplemented theory
deduced from the. historical study as well as from the
The Art of teaching
according to his Theory of Education will be dealt

by the author’s own
critical survey of the theories.
with in the Third volume which will necessarily consist

of as many parts as there are branches of learning.

The Book will thus be self-contained—dealing with
the history, theory and practice of education in a

comprehensive manner on scientific basis.
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12 -N. BOSE Esq., B. Sc. U.ONI)ON) FeS:

el , M.RIALS,

A perusal of your f‘fﬁﬂﬁma

has convinced me -that tha

wf%] and ﬁﬁ\ﬂﬁﬂ%

Bentrali Language,

in the
hands of a master, could be made as good a vehicle for
high thoughts and ideas as any language in the World,
But, your f4if@i® is on such an elaborate plan and’
embraces such a wide variety of subjects which would

be interesting and instructive not only to all educated!

educated India.

( xi)

Indians, but probably also to cultured men of other

nationalities, that I almost regret it should be written
in a Provincial vernacular. Hope you will have an
This is a serious handi-

In

English Edition of the Worlk.
cap—the want of a national language for India.
language 1or

former times Sanskrit was the commaon

English is now the common language
and I cannot think of any other that can be substi-

tuted for it. Hindi would do well for northern India.

but it would not be understood in the South.
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Professor B. K. Sarkar of the Bengal National
-Colleg= has just brought out the paper, entitled Sahitya
Sebi,” read by him at the last Northern Bengal Literary
Conference, in pamphlet form. In it, the Professor
malkes a powerful appeal to the Bengali public to raise
funds to endow Academies for fostering Bengali litera-
ture ; spreading education: etc.” We have every
sympathy with his suggestion, and hope that his appeal
will be warmly responded to by our readers.— Lmpire,
251/ Mawck 19171,

Can it be said that as a nation-building force,
literature as we have is in any sense adequate or
that its rate of progress is commensurate with the re-
quirements of the country? The question is asked i.n a
remarkable little pamphlet in Bengali - which has just
peen published by Babu Radheschandra Set, B. L., of
Maldah. The author is Babu Binoy Kumar Sarkar,
A, A., of the National College, and the pamphlet embo-
dies a lecture which the author delivered at the I,itel'ax-:\z
Conference held at Malda. In the opinion (:)f this
writer, and it is an opinion which it -is possible to
endorse without in any way dispara'gmg our great
writers, the literature of the country is still very, very

(= TT)
poor. “ Stripped of poetry, fiction and tales, our litera-
ture has very little worth the name” If this is not
meant to be a reflection, and it obviously is not, upon
the splendid works in the domain of fiction and poetry
that we have, it is difficult to differ from the conclusion
at which the writer has arrived. That there is

no
book in the most advanced Indian language which can

be prescribed as a text book for the higher classes pf-
our Colleges, whether in philosophy, in histo;.y‘ 53
political economy, political philosophy or sociology ¢
in physics, chemistry or mathematics is “”{OFtUnately
only too true. That practically no attempt of g Syste.
matic kind has yet been made to adapt even the most
advanced of our languages to the high Purpose of
being' the medium for instruction in any of these gy},
jects is also  true. Of criticism in the true sepg, of
the term, there is practically little in our liter

e Hifs
we leave aside one or two masterpieces, and

YeRficiita
cism occupies a place almost on the same level

> \'ith
construction in every one of the modern l‘-“"opean
literatures, Surely if national life is to be cficctivey,,
advanced by national literature, it is nota Iiter:-:ture.

like ours, so little equipped for its work, iwhijq, i
undertake the task. No doubt as Babu. Binoy: K“mar
points out, national literature itself, its growep
character, are determined by the c?nditions

character of national life, its intcﬂfil't)" "t-‘i breaqy
many-sidedness, its relation to the \\‘I(‘]t.“:}l'llfe of hllma,
But we are here considering what literature gg a

ang
and
> its
ity

Ore.

or less conscious nationalising force can do evep in q
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Let the artificial stimulus which Babu Benoy

; Kumar is anxious to impart to literature be given by
all means ; we have already supported his proposal in

this respect. But let it not for a moment be forgotten,

Babu Benoy Kumar himself dees not forget it that the
oreater the culture of the nation, the vastér and more

f comprehensive its life, the broader the range of its

interests and aptitudes, the surer is the chance of the - ._ o

advent of thinkers and literary men of the first order. —
Bengalee; 23rd April. 1911.
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