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OPINION
oF

e P BARUE SRISTL 'CHANDRAYBASU Bia:

Of the vaz'na'a} Civil Service, (U. P.), Author of the
Ashtadhyai of Panini, (M. A. Text-Book, London Uni-
versity) and Translator (and annotator) of Bhattaji
Dikshita's Siddfkanta Kaumundi, the Upanishads,
Vedanta Sutra and the Mitakshara in the
Sacred Books of the ITindus Series.
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The scheme of Sanskrit works in Professor Benoy
Kumar Sarkar’s pedagogic series is based on the con-

,—-""'"—-_——_
R 28 fifem cafs, 51 2fenl coln ZxS
Agxgar qig w17 |

e

ception that any language, whether inflectional or
analytical, living or dead, can be learnt exactly in
the method in which the mother-tongue is acquired.
No preliminary training in the generalisations and
definitions of grammar is therefore required, and the

e

student may be at once introduced to the seuzence as the
unit of thought and expression.

By a skilful and systematic application of this
method, Professor Sarkar has been able to build up,
through lessons and exercises in translation, conversa-
tion, questions and answers, and correction of errors,
a text book in Sanskrit which serves the double purpose
of a guide to composition and a series of primers on
Sanskrit literature. From this series of books the reader
can master not only the necgssary rules of Sanskrit
Grammar, but also will be familiar with some of the

most important passages of standard classics, e g




Easied]

Kumar-sambhavam, Ramayana; and

Raghu-vansam,
M anu-Sankita, adaptations or originals of which the
author has incorporated in his book as specimens of
narrative, historical, poetical and other styles.

In applying to the study of Sanskrit principles
and methods that have been utilised in modern lan-
guages in Europe, Professor Sarkar has demonstrated.,
through practical illustrations, lesson by lesson, that
the most highly inflectional languages may, with con-
siderable of time labour and other
pedagogic advantages, be reduced to the same method
of teaching and treatment, as those languages which are
not bound hard and fast by Grammar. To all students
of Sanskrit language and literature, Professor Sarkar’s
series cannot but be eminently useful and instructive ;
and scholars interested in the art of teaching and the
history of Sanskrit learning cannot but note the consi-
derable 1mprovement on the existing readers and

rimers that are in most cases mere imitations or
occasional modifications of the really original works
Of‘Pa.ndit [shwar Chandra Vidyasagara C.[.LE.—whose
gcnius succeeded in simplifying and adapting Panini

economy and

for the use of students in Bengal.

The method of the pioneer of Sanskrit learning
no longer be probably used under the altered
conditions of the times ; and it is desirable that the new
method should have a fair trial in oar secondary
schools in the interest of educational reform.

can

SRISH CHANDRA BASU.

FORE WORD

[Bx DRr. Brajennra NaTH Sear, m. a., Ph, p.}

——ooRoo——

Professor Benoy Kumar Sarkar’s scheme of
educational works is based on sound and advanc-
ed ideas of Educational Science, and, as such,
is well calculated to impart a valuable stimulus to
the diffusion of culture in the country. Professoe
Sarkar's notes on Medizeval and Modern History
on Economics, and on Politiecs, show wide know-
ledge of the subject matter, and are evidently
the outcome of a mind trained in habits of clear,
patient, and accurate thinking. His brochure on
the Study of Language may serve as a useful
summary of present-day ideas on the subject, and
he has given practical illustrations of® some of
these in his Lessons on English and on Sanskrit,
which, so far as they go, spécially the latter, are
an improvement on existing Guides and Hand-

books. Professor Sarkar’s programme is certainly



d to carry

-an ambitious one, but he is fully qualifie
11 be

3t out ; and there can be no doubt that it Wi
found to be a healthy and stimulating force in the
Indian educational world of to-day, especia]]y
with the correction and exp'cu]sion it must l’CC()‘lVe

ap the light of practice and experience.

nl. I"
BrajeNpra Natn SEAL,
S Fot o s
Principal, Victoria Colleg
CoocH BEHAR:
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Tk Bengalee, September, 79ro.

A MONUMENTAL WORK.

We have received a copy of “Skiksha Bingy,,,
Blereinizen» or Introduction to the Science of Educat{(m,
by Professor Benoy Kumar Sarkar M. A, of the Bengga)
Nationa] College, Calcutta. It contains an appreciatiye
preface by Babn Hirendranath Datta. who states that .
author Kas been for the last three or four yeafs engaged
in the preparation of a Science of Education, which
is t0 be a comprehensive work treating of all tl}G aspects,
of education, /istorical, theoretical and practical.  Th;d
has been written as a foreword to the whole, which g to
be complete in twenty parts, of which Some have been
sent to the press. ‘

There are three great divisions in the subject Matte,
of the work. In the first Selhiae hthe authdl" Proposeg
to discuss in a historical manper the different ideals 55,4
methods of education adopted by the 'diﬂ"f_irent n?-ﬁDns
of the civilised world in the different 28€° of history,

and amidst different circumstances.




@)

The second volume will be a philosophical discussion
of the theory and science of education, the nature and
ideal of education, the means and instruments of educa-
tion with a view to set forth the best and achievable

ideals of education suitable to the requirements of
Modern India.

The third volume is to deal in an exhaustive man-
ner with the best mode of teaching the different subjects
such as Language, History, Psychology, Moral Philoso-
phy, Economics, Politics' and Sociology. The author
will indicate how real and genuine interest in the natural
Seiences can be created in the minds of the learners. He
will also shew the simple and easy, the best and the
most effective mode of teaching Mathematics, Physics,
Geology, - Botany, Zoology. The mode
of teaching useful industries and other wvaluable sugges-
tions about them will be offered. He will throughout
make use of the Inductive Method Of Teaching. From this
very brief contents of the book the reader will be able

Chemistry,

to imagine the comprehensiveness of the work.

We are very glad to recommend this exeellent foreworg
and the series to the public for careful perusal and
especially to those of our countrymen who are engaged

_in teaching and controlling education. Tt is highly
desirable that the New Method of Teaching inaugurated in
his work should find its trial in our Public Schools and
Golleges. Lhe
Firendranath Datta, “has achieved

author hii'ﬂSCH‘; 12 OhSCl‘VCS Babu

excellent results

(e T )
by applying his new methods of teaching among his
PUpils and he hopes that the cause' of cdt%cation in
this country will be greatly accelerated if'thGY are
Adopteq by the public.”

We cannot think of more important services to be
done in the interest of our nation than promoting the
Srowth and spread of education. Government is also
alive to the cause of p.rimary education which has
become a question of urgent necessity in this country.
It is evident that we are in need of a number of educat-
©d mep, like the present author, who can devote their
lives to lift and leaven the general mass of the commun-
ity. Slur is often flung at our graduates that they
are not fit for any original work., \We invite the
public to take note of this comprehensive and original
werk on the Science of Education and to see if they
<an adopt its ideals and methods of edu‘cation.

The author deserves the most hearty thanks from
the public for the long and steady efforts that are being
made to the causs of educational reform. \We understand
that this Zniroduction to the Sciends of Edication has
already won golden opinions from the leading journals
of Bengal, as it should, being an origimal aud Emportant
corteibution to the Bengali literature.
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5. The Modern Review—62/ October, rgro.

The author is engaged in the preparation of &
‘Science of Education series” which will be completed
under review is an

in twenty parts. The book

introduction to the whole series. The author deserves
our best thanks for the services he is doing to the
canse of Educational Reform in our country, and we recommend

this introduction to our teachers for perusal.
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8. RAT SARAT CHANDRA DAS BAHADUR, CLE,

PROFESSOR Benoy Kumar Sarkar's Skiksha Vijnan
Bhumika is an excellent introduction to the Science of
E The scheme of his works as outlined in
this book is as follows :

ducation.

The first volume contains a Historical Survey of
the system of education representing the types of
Civilisation evolved in the history of the world. The
Second is to give the ‘Philosophical Theories on educa-
tion held by the master-minds of the different ages and
Countries supplemented by the author’s own theory
deduced from the historical study as well as from the
Critical survey of the theories. The Art of teaching
according to his Theory of Education will be dealt
With in the Third volume which will necessarily consist
Of as many parts as there are branches of learning.

The Book will thus be self-contained—dealing with
the history, theory and practice of education in a
comprehensive manner on scientific basis.
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1. P. N. BOSE Esg., B. Sc. (LONDON,) F.G.S., M.R.AS,

e

A perusal of your fe=rifqmtrag 9i9F| and FHifFeCARTT

has convinced me that the Bengali Language, in the

hands® of a master, could be made as cood a vehicle for
) S (0]}

-high thoughts and ideas as any language in the World.
But, your f#={fy@ia is on such an elaborate plan and
embraces such a wide variety of subjects which would

be interesting and instructive not only to all educated

Indians, but probably also to cultured men of other
nationalities, that I almost regret it shouid‘ be written
in a' Provincial vernacular. Hope you will have an
English Edition of the Work. This is a serious handi—r-
cap—the want of a national langnage for India. In
former times Sanskrit was the common language for
educated India. English is now the common language:
and I cannot think of any other that can be substi-
tuted for it. Hindi would do well for northern India

but it would not be understood in the Soutn.
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Professor B.
‘College has just by
Sebi,” reaq by
Conference, :
makes

K. Sarkar of the Bengal National
ought out the paper, entitled * Sahitya
him at the last Northern Bengal Literary
in Pamphlet form. In it, the Professor
& Powerful appeal to the Bengali public to raise

to endow Academies for fostering Bengali litera-
ture ; SPreading  education - ete”
sympathy with i S
will be

funds

We have; every
uggestion, and hope that his appeal

armly responded t% by our readers.—ZEuipire,
2520 March, 1917,

. Can it be said that as a nation-building force,
literature g5 we  have is in any sense adequate or
that its rate of Progress is commensurate with the re-
quirements of the countr

y? The question is asked in 4
remarkable 1jtt]

¢ pamphlet in Bengali which has just
been published by Babu Radheschandra Set, BI'L.| of
Maldah. The author js Babu Binoy Kumar Sarkar,

M. A.0f the National College, and the pamphlet embo-

dies a lecture which the author delivered at the Literary

‘Conference” held at Malda, In the opinion of this

writer, and it is an opinion which it is possible to
endorse without in any way disparaging our great
writers, the literature of the country is still very, very

(@SS
poor. “ Stripped of poetry, fiction and tales, ou'r 1-itera--
ture has very little worth the name.” If this is not
meant to be a reflection, and it obviously is not, upon
the splendid works in the domain of fiction and 1303_“}’
that we have, it is difficult to differ from the conclusion
at which the writer has arrived. That there is no

book in the most advanced Indian language which can
be prescribed as a text book for the higher qlasses of
our Colleges, whether in philosophy, in 111%;t0ry, in
political economy, political philos.oph)-f or sociology or
in physics, chemistry or mathematics is unfortuna#?Y
only too true. That practically no attempt of a syste-
mat:.ic kind has yet been made to adapt _e\«'en the most
advanced of our languages to the high purpose of
being the medium for instruction in any C-)f th‘ese‘n"ub-f
jects ic also true. Of criticism in t-he t”ﬁ :>-z'3n_=.(: CT.
the term, there is practically little in our mexatma', {f
we leave aside one or two masterpieces, and yet Cl‘l.tl-
cism occupies a place almost on the Same 1(‘3\.?(—:1 with
construction in every one of the modern E;uroPean-
literatures. Surely if national lif'c:.is ‘to be. eli.f'ec.t'wely
advanced by national literature, _1t is 1_1c‘>t a.ll'tell(tture"
like ours, so little equipped for its \\'011:f “'UC.l czm.

ortake the task. No doubt as Babu Binoy Kumar
undertake t . : T
points out, national literature its ), e
character, are determined by th_b C_. e

-z - of national life, its intensity, Its .
Chahwtf:l ¥ ; : .o the wider life of humanity,
many-sidedness, its relafjlon -to t ey
Btagneijasonisee Conmd‘e-ﬂng W]E_l an do even in the
or less conscious nationalising force ca
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direction of creating some of these conditions and

stimulating soine others. From this point of view, there

is doubtless room for activity of a very vigorous kind.

But are there many signs that this activity will be

forthcoming in the immediate future ? Whatever the

reply to this question may be, there is no doubt that if
literary activity of a decisive kind is to mark the coming

era, the suggestion thrown out by Babu Benoy Kumar,

which is identical with the view we have frequently

urged in these columns, must be carried out.  We shall

give the suggestion in the writer's own words:—
“ Arrangements should be made for the maintenance of
a number of literary men with proper monthly sala-
ries in order that they without anxiety may devote their
whole time and energy to the pursuit of literature” In
other words, a system of endowments sheuld be inaugu-
rated,whether in connection with the Universities or the
academies, and literature should have the same patron-
age at the hands of our wealthy men that it used to
have in Europe in those days when literature had not
yet become the source of profit and power that it now
is. The question that we have to ask ourselves, and which
our literary men should especially ask themselves is,
in what precise way and how soon our literature can
be made to occupy a position of general equality with
the modern Iuropean literatures, alike as an instru-
ment of culture in all its many aspects and as an
organ of wational life which in these days is to no small
extent conditioned by, national culture. There is un-
doubtedly an upward trend in the nation, and if we

| (L sm )

«can set ourselves to the work earnestly, assiduously and
with courage, success is bound to come. Babu Benoy
Kumar has not raised this important question a day
too soon, and his own contribution to the proper under-
standing of the question is by no means inconsiderable.
We have great pleasure in commending his pamphlet
to the public.—Bengalee, 315t March, 1911.

& Protection of Literature.”

What Babu Benoy Kumar evidently wants is the set-

ting free, by a system of endowment, of the time and

leisure of a number of literary mén for the writing and
compilation of standardworks in Beuagali, such as
might be prescribed as text books for the higher
classes of Calcutta University. The proposal is un-
doubtedly commendable.

What Babu Benoy Kumar has in view is the making
of Bengali literature richer by the translation into
Bengali of “the best literary treasures of the world,”
as well as of the works of those original thinkers and
investigators in other lands whose writings have been
a permanent contribution to the wisdom of the human
race. A vety noble object undoubtedly, and one which
#he scheme he suggesss will certainly help the country

in realising.
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Let the artificial stimulus which Babu Benoy

Kumar is anxious to impart to literature be given -b.y
all means ; we have already supported his proposal in
this respect. But let it not for a moment b;e forgotten,
Babu Benoy Kumar himself dees not forget it that the

~greater the culture of the nation, the vaster and more

comprehensive its life, the broader the range of its
interests and aptitudes, the surer is the cha.nc:f: :
advent of thinkers and literary men of the first

Bengalee, 23rd April. rgrr. :
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