_,Bangla bhaiin_
+net after battle

Dhaka, March 6 (Reuters):
Bangladesh captured its sec-
ond top Islamist militant with-
in a week after security forces
waged a gunbattle today in a
northern district, police said.

They said Siddikul Islam
Bangla Bhali, chief of the out-
lawed Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh group, was arrest-
ed along with his wife and two
associates at a hideout in the
district of Mymensingh.

Bangla Bhai's capture
came just four days after an-
other top fugitive Islamist.
Shayek Abdur Rahman, was
detained in the northeastern
town of Sylhet. Shayek gave
up without a fight and is be-
lieved to have provided infor-
mation which led to Bangla
Bhai’s capture.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, who has been
criticised by her opponents for
failing to tackle a vicious
bombing campaign blamed on
Islamists, congratulated secu-
rity forces for their “courage

i and valour in accomplishing a
difficult mission”.

Inspector general of police
Abdul Qayyum said with the

. fall of Shayek Rahman and
. Bangla Bhai, “I believe 90 per

cent of the Islamist militancy

. has been crushed. We are
thankful to those who made it
i possible and those who sup-
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Bangla Bhai: Nabbed

ported them.” Bangla Bhai
was wounded in the battle and
later flown to the capital
Dhaka by military helicopter.

“He is now being treated at
a forces’ hospital,” a police of-
ficer said.

Two other militants were
also wounded and an officer of
the elite Rapid Action Battal-
ion force suffered a gunshot
wound to the head. Police ear-
lier said one militant had been
killed, but later said they took
one of the wounded to be dead.

“These are home-grown Is-
lamist terrorists, no foreign
links have yet been estab-
lished,” state minister for
home affairs Lutfuzzaman
Babar said.

Security forces surround-
ed Bangla Bhai’s hideout at
around midnight yesterday
and closed in before sunrise.

Police said the militant
and his men threw bombs at
security forces and later
opened fire, friggering a
shootout.

A part of the house, where
the militants were holed up,
was blown up in the fighting, a
witness said.
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Intelligence officials said
the arrest of Shayek Rahman
last week and his subsequent
interrogation had helped
them in tracking down Bangla
Bhai. “He didn’t have a clue
until the net was completely
drawn on him,” said an intelli-
gence officer. Shayek led an-
other outlawed Islamist group.
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen.

Both groups are fighting
for the introduction of sharia
law in Bangladesh, a mainly
Muslim democracy, and are
blamed for a wave of bomb-
ings, including suicide at-
tacks, that have killed at least
30 people and wounded 150
since last August. The Opposi-
tion Awami League and its al-
lies branded the capture of the
top militants as “part of a set
game by the government to di-
vert attention from other
pressing issues”.

“They need to protect the
militants in their own fold,”
Awami general secretary
Abdul Jalil said today, repeat-
ing an allegation that the Is-
lamist radicals were linked to
Khaleda’s ruling coalition
partner, the Jamaat-e-Islami
party.

Jamaat’s secretary general
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mu-
jahid strongly refuted the
charge again today, saying
that Shayek Rahman and
Bangla Bhai were in no way
linked to Jamaat.

“Awami League is spread-
ing such falsehoods because
they do not like the govern-
ment reining in the militants,
who in the name of Islam are
killing people and causing
harm to the country,” hetold a
news conference.
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DHAKA: The Bangladesh Govern-
ment has claimed second suc-
cess in a week by arresting
another top Islamist militant
leader whose existence it had de-
nied for years despite extensive
media reports.

On Monday, the Rapid Actior
Battalion arrested Siddiqul Is-
lam, better known as “Bangl:
Bhai”, one of the two top Isla-
mist militant leaders.

“Bangla Bhai”, operation
commander of the dreaded Ja-
grata Muslim Janata Bangladesh
was arrested along with his wife
and five associates from a house
in Mymensingh district.

The high profile arrest fol-
lowed that of Shaikh Abdur Rah-
man, chief of the Jamaat'ul
Mujahideen.
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Khaleda may put past behlnd

Bangladesh Prime Minister to hold talks with Aziz on a whole r7iqe of ties G

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Bangladesh’s Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia arrived
here on Sunday on a three-day
official visit for interaction with
her Pakistani interlocutors on a
wide range of subjects.

Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
and his wife Rukhsana Shaukat
Aziz along with Minister-in-
Waiting Nelofar Bakhtiar re-
ceived her at the Chaklala Air
Base,

Ms. Khaleda Zia would meet
President Pervez Musharraf and
hold talks with Mr. Aziz covering
a complete range of bilateral
relations.

It is the first high level bilater-
al visit from Bangladesh in 13
years,

# First visit by Bangladesh
leader in 13 years

* Memories of excesses
refuse to fade away

» Fate of three lakh
Biharis source of tension

Pakistan has traditionally
been more comfortable in deal-
ing with the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) led by Ms. Zia
as compared to the Awami
League led by Sheikh Hasina.
Since it would be the Bangla-
deshi Premier’s first visit after
taking over as the SAARC chair-
person last November, SAARC-
related issues would also come

up for dlscusslonA

Despite the long p in the
visit at the highest level, it would
be significant only in political
terms. Four Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) and one

.agreement in diverse areas are

expected to be signed.

The four MoUs will be on agri-
culture cooperation, promotion
of tourism, cooperation between
two export promotion bureaus
and on standardisation of
weights and measures. A bilater-
al agreement on visa abolition of
diplomatic and official passports
is also on the cards.

Bangladesh, part of Pakistan
till 1971, has had an uneasy rela-
tionship with Islamabad. Memo-
ries of excesses by the Pakistan
army prior to the birth of Ban-

\vk Y.
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gladesh have refused to fade
away and the precise cause for
the division of Pakistan has con-
tinued to be a sore point be- |
tween the two countries.

During his visit in 2002, Gen.
Musharraf sought to end the sor-
ry chapter of excesses by Pakis-
tan army in the erstwhile East
Pakistan by not only expressing
regrets but also making a strong
plea to forget the past and join
hands for a new bond between
the people’s of the two countries.

The regret, first ever by any
Pakistani military regime, did
help to some extent heal the
wounds.

However, the fate of three
lakh stranded Biharis in Bangla-
desh has been a source of tension |

between Islamabad and Dhaka. (’



Bangla’s top militant
held by Bengal cops

Man behind Dhaka serial blasts
smoked out ,OfM@{TShédabad B
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 23

BANGLADESH’S MOST
wanted terrorist has been ar-
rested in West Bengal.

Sheikh Abdur Rahman, the
chief of Jamatul Mujahideen
Bangladesh, is believed to be
the man behind the 400 simul-
taneous blasts that rocked
Bangladesh in August last
year. Along with his deputy
Bangla Bhai, Rahman also
masterminded several subse-
quent chains of explosions,
including suicide attacks.

IG (law and order) Raj
Kanojia confirmed the arrest.
“The police have picked up
Shaikh Abdur Rahman from a
village in Murshidabad. Se-
nior officers will interrogate
him to establish his back-
ground,” he said.

The multiple attacks in
Bangladesh had claimed 28
lives, including those of four
suicide bombers, but in Ben-
gal Rahman was arrested on a
relatively petty charge. “His
visa and passport were not in
order. He had crossed the bor-
der in a hurry, fearing arrest
in Bangladesh,” a Murshid-
abad cop said.

Rahman was hiding in a
relative’s house at Joragacha

v ,) by
village. Intrigued by the sus- \
picious-looking stranger, lo-
cals informed the police who
investigated his papers and
arrested him,

Rahman will be produced
in Behrampore Court on
Wednesday. The police have
informed intelligence agen-
cies about his arrest, but
haven’t contacted the
Bangladesh authorities yet.

“We haven’t yet been in-
formed. We are ready to help
the Indian government in
identifying any wanted crimi-
nal from Bangladesh if ar-
rested in India,” said an offi-
cial of the Bangladesh deputy
high commission in Kolkata.

Indeed, the news of the ar-
rest would be a huge relief to
the Bangladesh government,
which is desperate to see the
man behind bars. Once he
was identified as a suspect in
the serial blasts, the govern-
ment had banned his outfit on
October 5 and announced a
bounty of taka 50 lakh on
Rahman. Yet all raids went in
vain. Bangladesh then con-
tacted Interpol seeking a
search for Rahman in several
countries, including India.

Bangla Bhai, who carries
an identical reward on his
head, remains at large.

Nabbed
SHAIKH ABDUR RAHMAN

Rank Chief of Jamaatul
Mujahideen Bangladesh

Charges

® Masterminded serial
blasts in August

® Subsequent attacks on
courts and judges

At large
BANGLA BHAS

Rank A commander in
JMB and Rahman’s deputy
Charges

w Helped organise
attacks plotted by chief

» Committed countless
murders

m Leads Rajshahi network
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