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Australia close to clinching

N-deal with Chin:

Canberra: Australia is close to sign-
ing a landmark deal to sell uranium to
China, Prime Minister John Howard
said on Tuesday, just days before Chi-
nese Premier Wen Jiabao was due to
visit Canberra.

“We’'re making good progress. It’s
possible that the discussions could be
satisfactorily concluded so that some-
thing could be said or signed when the
Chinese premier visits Australia next
week,” Howard said at a press confer-
ence in Canberra. “It’s possible. I
don’t want to say that will happen, but
it is quite possible.”

Canberra and Beijing have for
'‘months been negotiating for China to
buy uranium from Australia, which
has 40% of the world’s known urani-
um deposits. Howard’s comments
echo those made on Monday by a Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry official at a
briefing on Wen’s visit.

Liu Lieyi, director-general of the
ministry’s Department of American
and Oceanian Affairs, said agree-
ments expected to be signed include a
general pact on “peaceful use of nu-
clear energy” and a more specific deal
on the “exploration and exploitation
of uranium.”

Howard and Jiabao will sign the
pact during the latter’s visit

“During Premier Wen’s visit, it is
likely these two documents will be
signed,” Liu said at a news confer-
ence. Liu Lieyi did not give any details
of the proposed agreements.

Wen will be in Australia April 1-4
during an eight-day trip that also will
take him to Fiji for a conference with
Pacific island nations on April 5. He
also goes to New Zealand for two days
and stops in Cambodia.

Asked whether a deal with China
would be followed by a similar pact
with India, following Delhi’s recent
nuclear agreement with Washington,
Howard said the two countries were

A

a

Howard
very different. |

“We are negotiating of course on
the basis that China is a signatory to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and in that respect China is dif-
ferent to India,” he said.

Earlier this month, US President
George W Bush and Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh agreed on
a plan allowing America to share
civilian nuclear technology with In-
dia, despite Delhi’s refusal to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

“We are not contemplating ... a pol-
icy change in relation to India,” the
Australian PM said.

He said a delegation of Australian
officials would travel to New Delhi
and Washington in coming weeks to
discuss the deal.

“We think the American agreement
with the Indians is good because it’s
going to put India’s domestic nuclear
capacity under international inspec-
tions and that is a huge step forward,”
Howard said, “and whilst India is not
a signatory to the treaty ... her behav-
iour since exploding a device in 1974
has been impeccable and I think that
is something people have to bear

in mind.” ar
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Australia e
banon "
uranium 7»*
sales to s?"tay

\"By.

SYDNEY: Australia will maintain
its ban on uranium exports to
India and other countries that
have not signed the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, For-
eign Minister Alexander Down-
er said on Sunday. \\\\

New Delhi’s hopes dashed

His comments dashed hopes
in New Delhi that the stance
could be softened.

Mr. Downer said he would not
change Australia’s 30-year-old
policy of not exporting uranium
to treaty non-signatories.

“There’s no basis at this stage
for us changing that policy now,”
he told ABC Television.

“We don’t have any intention
at this stage to change our policy
in relation to uranium exports to
those three countries, which are
India, Pakistan and Israel, that
haven’t signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty”, he added.

India’s request to buy urani-
um from Australia, which has al- |
most half the world’s known |
resources, followed a landmark
deal between India and the |
United States on civil nuclear
energy.

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard, during his own
visit to India last week, made
positive noises about the U.S.
agreement and left officials up-
beat on the prospect of expand-
ing a nuclear energy industry
which accounts for just three per
cent of output.

Mr. Downer said he was still
keen to see the finer details of
the U.S.-India nuclear deal.

On Milosevic’s death

Mr.Downer said it was a pity
that the former Serb President,
Slobodan Milosevic, died before
he could be judged at a war
crimes tribunal.

“It's a pity the trial never
came to its conclusion,” Downer
told the Australian Broadcasting
Corp.

“This was a man who was an i
evil man, he was a wicked man. |
His death means that he doesn’t
complete the path of justice and, {

in that sense, it’s unfortunate.”
— Reuters, AFP
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“Australia no to
uranium sale

NEW DEI.HI, March 6. —
Australia will not be selling
uranium to India in the near
future. But a door has been
opened slightly, with the wo
countries agrecing to a dia-
logue between officials to dis-
cuss the implications of the
US nuclear deal.

The Australian  Prunc
Minister, Mr Jfohn Howard,
told reporters at Hyderabad
House today that his govern-
ment had no intention of
changing policy, which bars
sales of uranium to non-NPT |
country. s § Ol F2

Interestingly, Mr Howard |
did not repcat his assertion in .
Australia before the start of
the trip that a sale to India
could go ahead if it were con-
vinced of India’s commitinent
to follow global nuclear safe-
guards on its civilian nuclear
reactors. But at the joint press
interaction today, Mr Howard,
while welcoming the Indo-US
agreement on nuclear agree-
ment pointed out that it does
not “impact” on Australian
policy as it was a bilateral
accord between two other na-
tions. Dr Singh earlier made a
request for uranium from Au-
stralia, which has 40 per cent
of world deposits. — SNS

India seeks more Aussie
investment, page 9



