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Sudan govt
suspends all
UN mission
work in Daffir

- REUTERS !
/™ KHARTOUM, JUN% P
O -fu ]

SUDAN has sJLsi)ended the .
work of a UN mission in its vio-
lent Darfur region after accus- -
ing the world body of trans-
porting a rebel leader who !
Opposes a recent peace deal,a
Sudanese official said today.

“The suspension applies for
allof Darfur and this will con-
tinue until we get an explana-
tion,” said Foreign Ministry
spokesman Jamal Ibrahim,

He said the ban was im-
posed because a UN heli-
copter had moved rebel
leader Suleiman Adam Ja-
mous, who rejects a peace
deal signed on May 5 without
consulting the government,

It excludes two bodies affili-
ated to the UN mission, the
World Food Programme and
the UN children’s agency
(UNICEF), Ibrahim said,

A UN spokeswoman said
the mission had not received
any formal communication
from the government,

In recent months UN rela-
tions with the government has
been strained as Khartoum
has resisted international
pressure for a UN takeover of
the struggling African Union -
mission monitoring a shaky
truce in Darfur, '




Hundreds prot
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est Islamists’

akeover of Somalia capital

Mogadishu (Somalia): Hundreds gath-
ered in northern Mogadishu on Tuesday
to protest an Islamic militia’s takeover of
the city after weeks of bloody fighting
with US-backed secular warlords.

Members of the militia, which has al-
leged links to Al Qaida, kept defensive po-
sitions about 2 kilometres from the protest,
but did not move in to stop it.

On Monday, the militia became the first
group to consolidate control over all of
Mogadishu’s neighbourhoods since the
last government collapsed in 1991 and war-
lords took over, dividing the impoverished
country of 8 million into a patchwork
of rival fiefdoms.

Tuesday’s protest, though, showed it
may be difficuit to keep control of the cap-
jtal. The protesters, most of them mem-
bers of the Abgal clan, carried signs say-
ing, “The Unity of Abgal is Sacred” and
urging the militia to pull out.

Three of the main leaders of the sec-
ular alliance are from the Abgal clan, in-
cluding former Minister of Commerce

€ 7 ik /00

Gunmen allied to the warlords guard a rally
against Islamist militia in Mogadishu

Muse Sudi Yalahow, who is holed up in a
hospital in northern Mogadishu and re-
portedly trying to negotiate with the Is-
lamic leaders.

The Islamic militia is gaining ground
just as the UN-backed interim government

struggles to assert control outside its base
in Baidoa, 250 kilometres from Mogadishu.
Weapons prices soared there on Monday
amid fears that the militia could head to
Baidoa next. The militia’s advance is rais-
ing fears that the nation could fall under
the sway of Osama bin Laden’s terrorist
organisation.

Omar Jamal, director of the Somali
Justice Advocacy Centre in St Paul, Min-
nesota, said the Islamic militia’s victory
in Mogadishu was a major turning point
in the country’s history. “It is exactly the
same thing that happened with the rise to
power of the Taliban,” he said, adding
that the extremists are “using the people’s
weariness of violence, rape and civil war”
to gain support for a government based
on Islamic law. The battle between the mili-
tia and the secular alliance has been in-
tensifying in recent months, with more
than 300 people killed and 1,700 wound-
ed—many of them civilians caught in
the crossfire of grenades, machine guns
and mortars. AGENCIES
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CIA funding to Somalia

warlords draws critic

Mark Mazzetti

Washington: A covert effort by
the Central Intelligence Agency
to finance Somali warlords has
drawn sharp criticism from
American government officials
who say the campaign has
thwarted counter-terrorism ef-
forts inside Somalia and em-
powered the same Islamic groups
it was intended to marginalise.

The criticism was expressed
privately by US government of-
ficials with direct knowledge of
the debate. And the comments
flared even before the apparent
i victory this week by Islamist
i militias in the country dealt a
sharp setback to US policy in the
region and broke the warlords’
hold on the capital, Mogadishu.

The officials said the CIA ef-
fort, run from the agency’s sta-
tion in Nairobi, Kenya, had
channeled hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars over the past
: year to secular warlords inside
{ Somalia with the aim, among
: other things, of capturing or
: killing a handful of suspected
members of Al Qaida believed
¢ tobe hiding there.
Officials say the decision to
i use warlords as proxies was born
i inpart from fears of committing
¢ large numbers of American per-
i sonnel to counter-terrorism ef-
i forts in Somalia, a country that
- the US hastily left in 1994 after
© attempts to capture the warlord
Mohammed Farah Aidid and his
aides ended in disaster and the
death of 18 US troops.

The US effort of the last year

has occasionally included trips
to Somalia by Nairobi-based
CIA case officers, who landed
on warlord-controlled airstrips
in Mogadishu with large
amounts of money for distri-
bution to Somali militias, ac-
cording to US officials involved
in Africa policy making and to
outside experts.

Among those who have crit-
icised the CIA operation as
short-sighted have been senior
Foreign Service officers at the
US Embassy in Nairobi. Earli-
er this year, Leslie Rowe, the em-
bassy’s second-ranking official,
signed off on a cable back to
State Department headquarters
that detailed grave concerns
throughout the region about
American efforts in Somalia, ac-
cording to several people with

. knowledge of the report.

Around that time, the State
Department’s political officer
for Somalia, Michael Zorick,
who had been based in Nairobi,
was reassigned to Chad after he

Sm

sent a cable to Washington crit-
icising Washington’s policy of
paying Somali warlords.

One US official who travelled
to Nairobi this year said offi-
cials from various government
agencies working in Somalia
had expressed concern that US
activities in the country were
not being carried out in the con-
text of a broader policy.

“They were fully aware that
they were doing so without any
strategic framework,” the offi-
cial said. “And they realised that
there might be negative impli-
cations to what they are doing.”

Some Africa experts contend
that the US has lost its focus on
how to deal with the larger threat
of terrorism in East Africa by
putting a premium on its effort
to capture or kill a small num-
ber of high-level suspects.

Indeed, some of the experts
point to the US effort to finance
the warlords as one of the fac-
tors that led to the resurgence of
Islamic militias. Nyt NEws sErvICE
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Darfur: seeking progress on all fronts

The people of Darfur need much more than aid. They need protection on the ground and

they need peace, not just on paper but implemented and enforced throughout each and
every village across the region.

Jan Egeland

FIRST spoke to the U.N. Security Council

on Darfur two years ago, calling it ethnic
cleansing of the worst kind. Today, I could
simply hit the rewind button on much of
that earlier briefing. The world’s largest aid
effort now hangs in the balance, unsustain-
able under present conditions. If we are to
avoid an imminent, massive loss of life, we
need immediate action — from the govern-
ment of Sudan, the rebels, UN. Security
Council members, and donor governments.

The carnage in Darfur is escalating, spill-
ing over into Chad. Another 200,000 people
have fled for their lives in the last four
months alone. More than two million people
are displaced.

Marauding, government-backed militias
prowl the countryside on a scorched-earth
campaign of terror, systematically destroy-
ing lives and livelihoods with impunity. Re-
bel attacks continue against civilians as well
as humanitarian operations.

We now have 14,000 unarmed aid work-
ers, mostly Sudanese, in Darfur, but only
half as many African Union troops on the
ground to enforce a failed ceasefire in an
area the size of Texas. Indeed, as in Bosnia a
decade ago, humanitarian relief has been
one of the only effective responses the world
has mounted to the savagery in Darfur. In-
stead of healing the wound, the world has
preferred to apply bandages to an open
haemorrhage.

Of course, humanitarian bandagés are es-

sential to saving lives. Over the last two
years, we have made huge progress on the
/humanitarian front. In 2004, we had only
230 relief workers on the ground to assist
350,000 people. Today we help ten times
that number — half of Darfur’s population.
Working together, U.N. agencies and NGOs
have reduced deaths among those displaced
in Darfur by two-thirds from their 2004
levels while halving malnutrition rates in
2006.

Today, however, these lifesaving achieve-
ments are being swept away by increased
violence by all sides, and increased obstruc-
tionism by the government of Sudan. Both
conditions severely restrict our ability to
reach those in need. Indeed, they could force
an end to the world’s massive relief effort in
Darfur, putting millions of lives at risk.

Donor support flagging

Meanwhile, funding for aid has all but
dropped off. Donor support in Europe and
the Gulf States is seriously flagging. Our U.N.
appeal for lifesaving support has less than 20
per cent of funds needed. Last week, we
announced we will soon be forced to cut
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In this August 26, 2004, picture, Sudanese boy Bashir Abdel Aziz, 7, carries
drinking watgr, drawn from pumps provided by international aid agencies at
Abu Shouk camp, in North Darfur, Sudan, where more than 40,000
displaced people were receiving food and shelter from international aid
agencies. The World Food Programme is so strapped for funds in 2006, it
has halved rations for Darfur refugees. - PHOTO: AP

daily food rations in half. More cuts — and
hence more lives lost — will follow without
further, immediate resources. We urgently
need progress on all fronts — security, hu-
manitarian access, and political engagement
— to prevent the death toll in Darfur from
rising exponentially.

First, we need strengthened security for
the people of Darfur. The African Union’s

dedicated but overstretched forces must be
immediately strengthened during this tran-
sition period to better protect the popula-
tion.

Protection for the population is as funda-
mental as it is urgent. Aid workers must also
be able to help all those in need without fear
of kidnapping, armed attacks, carjackings or
official harassment. Current conditions are

intoleyable. If they cor;mg\umanitmms

will baforced to withdraw, severing a lifeline
that sustains hundreds of thousands of de-
fenceless civilians. All sides — the govern-
ment, militias, and rebels — are responsible
for the appalling security conditions that
threaten the lives of the people of Darfur and
make humanitarian efforts increasingly im-
possible. o

Secondly, we need to reach all those in
need. Unfortunately, here again we have
backtracked on progress made last year. Hu-
manitarian access is now the worst it has
been since the spring of 2004. In western
and northern Darfur, aid workers can direct-
ly reach only 40 per cent of the population
due to increased insecurity.

Access also hinges on better cooperation
from the government of Sudan and the
armed groups. Unfortunately, we have en-
countered only the opposite. Aid workers in
Darfur are forced to cope with threats, in-
timidation, and an Orwellian nightmare of
unending bureaucratic restrictions that ef-
fectively, and intentionally, impede our abil-
ity to help those in need. Last month, for
example, a leading relief NGO responsible
for running a camp of 90,000 displaced peo-
ple was forced to pack its bags. The govern-
ment will now oversee the camp directly.
Needless to say, there are grave reasons to be
concerned about the safety of camp resi-
dents, given the government’s track record
in protecting its own citizens.

Humanitarian aid is vital for saving lives,
but aid alone is a fatally insufficient re-
sponse to the world’s killing fields: Unarmed
relief workers can keep people alive today,
but they cannot prevent them from being
murdered, raped or forced from their homes
tomorrow. Let us not repeat the tragic error
of Bosnia’s “safe areas” before Srebrenica.
Humanitarianism should never be used as a
fig leaf for political inaction.

And yet, this is precisely what is happen-
ing today in Darfur.

The people of Darfur urgently need aid,
but they need much more. They need pro-
tection on the ground and they need peace,
not just on paper in Abuja but implemented
and enforced throughout each and every vil-
lage across Darfur. Finally, the people of
Darfur need U.N. member states in Africa,
Asia, and the Arab world — as well as in the
West — to demonstrate moral leadership.
We need deeds, not just words. Nothing less
will help save lives today or bring peace
tomorrow to the people of Darfur. Nothing
less will end a repetition of “never again.” —
courtesy: UNIC New Delhi

(The writer is the United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs
and Emergency Relief Coordinator.,)



Taylor trial evokes v

Freetown (Sierra Leone): Trial in
Africa is too risky for a man accused of
fomenting bloodshed across West
Africa, international prosecutors said
in requesting that Charles Taylor’s trial
for crimes against humanity be moved
to The Hague in the Netherlands.

The former Liberian president is set
to become the first African head of
state tried for war crimes before an in-
ternational court. He has been indicted
on 11 counts for allegedly supporting a
brutal rebel movement in Sierra Leone,
Liberia’s neighbour to the north.

He helped pioneer the use of child
soldiers, often kidnapped from their
parents and drugged, and his fighters
still are believed to roam Guinea, Sier-
ra Leone, Ivory Coast and Liberia.

Taylor’s “mere physical presence
back in the region could be disruptive
and destabilising and we've heard re-
ports that Sierra Leoneans are worried

it

A Liberian selling a newspaper with
headline ‘Caught’ in Freetown

v OF INDIA

slence fears

that his trial in particular could cause
security problems”, said Edgar Chen, a
lawyer with the Coalition for Interna-
tional Justice, on Thursday.

His first court appearance, expected
to be at the UN-backed Special Court in
Sierra Leone, won’t be before Monday,
said Peter Andersen, a spokesman for
the tribunal, which was convened to try
those held most responsible for the hor-
rors of Sierra Leone’s civil war.

Andersen said court officials had re-
quested the trial be moved. “But I wish
to stress that it would be the Special
Court of Sierra Leone sitting in The
Hague,” he said.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf also raised concerns about sta-
bility on Thursday, saying in an address
to her nation that The Hague would be
a “more conducive environment” for
Taylor’s trial than so close to Liberia,
where many still support him. a»
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ZKh m, Darfur

rebe sign “

A UJA (NlGERIA) Sudanese
Government and a m jor rebel
movement in Darfur signed a
peace agreement here on Frlday,
marking a notable progress in an
international effort to end years
of bloodshed in western Sudan.
The agreement, which was re-
ached after two years of hard
talks between the Sudanese
Government and the Sudanese
Liberation Movement (SLM),
appeals for the disbandment of

rebel forces and the disarma- |

ment of the government-backed

“janjaweed” militia. At the sign-
ing ceremony held at the State
House in the Nigerian capital
Abuja, Nigerian President Olu-
segun Obasanjo spoke highly of
SLM leader Minnie Minnawi,
saying that he was “not just a
military commander but also a
pohtlcal leader.”

The signing ceremony was de-
layed for three hours, as media-
tors tried to persuade the
smaller faction of the SLM to
sign up to the deal. An SLM
spokesman said the group still
has concerns over whether the
Sudanese Government is ready
to share power. — Xinhua
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Jacob Zuma seeks to make

a political comeback
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N\
ANC leader acquitted of rape charge by HIV positive woman \&\'

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s for-
mer Deputy President Jacob Zu-
ma on Tuesday said he was willing
to run for election as the country’s
next President, wasting no time
launching a political comeback at-
tempt after his acquittal on rape
charges.

Mr. Zuma told a news confer-
ence he was immediately resum-
ing his duties at the ruling African
National Congress (ANC), which
alone would decide whether to
nominate him to succeed Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki in 2009.

“Personally, over the years I've
never refused a task by the ANC
and I'm not about to do so now,”
Mr. Zuma told the news confer-
ence after Monday’s verdict in a
trial that opened deep divisions
within the ANC leadership.

He sought to limit damage from
the case, issuing a public apology

Jacob Zuma

for having unprotected sex with
an HIV-positive woman and de-
claring himself a committed sup-
porter of women’s rights,

“I erred in having unprotected
sex. I should have known better

and I should have acted with grea-
ter caution and responsibility,”
said Mr. Zuma. “For this I un-
conditionally apologise to all the
people of this country,”

Conspiracy theory

Mr. Zuma portrayed himself as
undaunted, telling reporters he
was confident the South African
public would see through what he
again described as a shadowy po-
litical campaign against him.

“The campaign is clear, I don’t
think anyone does not see there is
acampaign,” Mr. Zuma said, again
declining to specify who he be-
lieved was behind the alleged plot.

Both the rape charges and the
corruption case have fuelled accu-
sations by Mr. Zuma’s supporters
that he is being politically side-
lined by his enemies in the ANC —
often seen as shorthand for Mr.
Mbeki himself, — Reuters
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MOGADISHU (SOMALIA): Secular fighters
and Islamist extremists traded artil-
lery and mortar fire in Somalia’s cap-
ital on Wednesday night, despite
mediators’ efforts to broker a cease-
fire in fighting that has left at least
122 persons dead.

Most of the victims were civilians
caught in the crossfire. Mogadishu
residents were fleeing on Thursday
amid fears the fighting will get much
worse in a country that has known
little but violence and chaos for more
than a decade.

. Major battle ahead

“The fighting continues killing our
brothers and sisters in front of us, so
we decided to leave the city rather
than watching them in a pool of
blood,” said Khasim Siidow, a father
of eight children, who was on a mini-
bus to Wanlaweyn, 90 km south west
of Mogadishu.

Fighting has escalated steadily
since Sunday, when the extremists,
who have alleged ties to Al-Qaeda,
tried to capture a strategic road
through northern Mogadishu from
the warlords, who are linked to the
United States.

Both sides have been squaring off
for a major battle for control of the
city in recent weeks. This latest fight-
ing appeared to be only the begin-
ning. Militias in other parts of the
city have not joined in the fighting

122 die in battle for Somali capital

Thousands flee Mogadishu as fighting between militias escalates

HOUNDED OUT: Residents of Somalia’s capital Mogadishu

N \/,/

hide behind a water-tank during clashes between rival
militias on Thursday. - PHOTO: AFP

yet, but they continue to man their
defences and tensions are rising.

The battle between the Islamic
Court Unjon and the Alliance for the
Restoration of Peace and Counter-
terrorism has centred on the north-
ern neighbourhood of Sii-Sii, with
neither side gaining an advantage.
While the alliance has held the road

12 mey 00n

through Sii-Sii, the courts have con-
trolled the neighbourhoods on either
side,

Medical officials reported that 26
persons died in the fighting since
nightfall on Wednesday. Twelve
shells missed their targets, landing
on civilian homes far from the fight-
ing, witnesses said. — AP Y,




. 200 dead in ngerla blast

nagbe Beach (ngerla\'

viay 12 (Reuters): A pipeline
axplosion killed up to 200 peo-
ple on the outskirts of Lagos
today, leaving charred corpses
on a sandy beach where locals
tapping the pipe to steal fuel
ignited the blast.
The Red Cross said the
pipeline blew up in the morn-
ing while thieves were siphon-

ing fuel into jerry cans for sale
on the black market. The mas-
sive explosion cooked every-
thing within a 20 metre radius.

Only grey calcinated
skulls and bones were left of
five people who were closest to
the pipeline, which had been
dug out of the sand and bore
marks of drilling in several
places.

About 100 blackened, un-
recognisable corpses were
strewn on the water’s edge a
few metres away, where the
golden sand was still steaming
hot this afternoon.

Some bodies, charred and
bloated, floated in the waters
of the creek, which is only
about a mile from Lagos city
centre by boat.

“You can see the corpses.
Some are burnt to ash. Others
are remnants... We estimate
150 to 200 people died,” Lagos
police commissioner Em-
manuel Adebayo said.

Theft of petrol and crude
oil from pipelines is common
in Nigeria, an oil producing
country where the vast major-
ity of people live in poverty.
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African

agriculture

in crisis

Corruption,
collusion and
nepotism has

led to lack of

Population
estimates

Drought and locust
infestation in 2004

Central

African
Republic

South Africa ‘

in south has left 6 million
displaced people. Conflict
continues in Darfur Drought

Sources: United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, World Food Programme, UNAids
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Economic and political
crisis. HIV rate: 256%
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Y
New Premlzer f or J amaica

KINGSTON (JAMAICA): ACabinel)
Minister narrowly beat a
former Rastafarian in internal
presidential elections for
Jamaica’s ruling party,
positioning her to become the
next Prime Minister and first
woman head of the state.
Portia Simpson Miller, Local
Government Minister,
received 1,775 votes, while
Peter Phillips, National
Security Minister, came in
second with 1,548 ballots, said
Danville Walker, director of
elections on Saturday. About
3,800 delegates of the People’s
National Party voted. Three
Cabinet Ministers and a party
vice-president were vying in
the internal election to replace  Portia Simpson Miller
the party’s president,

Jamaican Prime Minister PJ holds a majority of seats in
Patterson, who said he would  Parliament, its president
resign by April after 14 years automatically becomes Prime
on the job. Since the PNP Minister. — AP
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Museveni

wins Uganda
Yaeull

election

Yoweri Museveni

KAMPALA: Ugandan President
Yoweri Museveni won the coun-
try’s first multi-party polls since
1980, according to official results
released on Saturday giving him
an insurmountable lead over op-
position challenger Kizza Besi-
gye.
The Electoral Commission
said Mr. Museveni had taken
60.8 per cent of Thursday’s vote
to Besigye’s 36 per cent with 91
per cent of polling stations re-
porting, making his bid to extend
a 20-year hold on power an un-
announced certainty.

The commission did not de-
clare a winner but the results
ended Mr. Besigye’s last hope of
forcing a run-off — required if no
candidate takes more than 50
percent — mathematically im-
possible,

Final results were due later on
Saturday.

Mr. Museveni’s ruling Nation-
al Resistance Movement party
claimed victory on Friday, say-
ing the 62-year-old had secured
a third elected term with at least
63 per cent of the vote. Mr. Be- |
sigye’s party threatened to reject
the results, alleging irregulari-
ties and accusing election offi-
cials of altering returns in favour
of Mr. Museveni. — AFP
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huge numbers ;.
KAMPALA: Uganddnds turned out
in droves on Thursday for land-
mark polls dominated by Presi-
dent Yoweri Museveni’s bid to
beat the most serious challenge
to his 20-year rule from Opposi-

tion leader Kizza Besigye.
Security was tight for the East
African nation’s first multi-par-
ty elections in 26 years as long
lines of voters queued at nearly
20,000 polling stations despite
Seais of unrest after a temsivn-
fraught campaign punctuated by
violence. The process was dis-
rupted in parts of the country by
heavy downpours that rained
chaos on open-air voting cen-
tres. About 10.4 million Ugan-
dans are eligible to vote for one
of five presidential candidates
and the 310-member Parliament
but the campaign has been over- L

shadowed by the main conten
ders in the race . — AFP //
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: 27 ki“ed SRV
in Nigeria -
toonriots

REUTERS ~
Onitsha, February 22

AT LEAST 27 people, mostly
Muslims, were killed in the east-
ern Nigerian city of Onitsha on
Wednesday by Christians taking
revenge for the killing of Chris-
tians in northern Nigeria at the
weekend.

An eyewitness saw at least 27
bodies, some burned and others
with their stomachs cut open, as
thousands of youths brandish-
ing cutlasses and sticks ran
through the streets chanting slo-
gans and harassing passers-by.

Security forces guarded reli-
gious buildings and patrolled
streets in several cities after vio-
lence spurred by the Prophet
cartoons forced thousands from
their homes.

"The political atmosphere is
very bad and with a lot of unem-
ployed youths. So this kind of
crisis starts easily,” said Adamu
Abubakar, a Red Cross official in
the northeastern city of Bauchi.

In UK, the far right British Na-
tional Party (BNP) is reportedly
seeking to exploit the cartoon
controversy by using the blas-
phemous sketches in its local
election campaign in May, re-
ports HTC from London. The
BNP is feared by all the/major
political parties for its yécord of
stirring racial emotions over is-
sues of immigration. Its leader,
Nick Griffin, has been tried for
1 inciting racial hatred.

Yoo oarn .
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A sign of return to order in Liberia

West African nation is savouring a fragile peace and normality ¥° \o A\

Rory Carroll

They do not always work, and
when they do motorists tend to
ignore them. But for Liberia, the
arrival of the first traffic lights in
16 years is reason to celebrate.

After almost two decades of
war and anarchy, the West Afri-
can nation is savouring a fragile
peace and with it the promise of
normality. The capital, Monro-
via, may still resemble an apoc-
alyptic ruin, but it does now
boast the country’s first working
traffic lights, the BBC has re-

ported. The lights, erected near
the port, are supposed to impose
some order on the chaotic traffic
that has clogged streets since
peace ushered in a boom in the
use and ownership of cars.

Symbolic location

The location is symbolic: the
port was a key battleground
when rebels closed in on Monro-
via in 2003 and forced the then
warlord President, Charles Tay-
lor, to flee into exile. With so
many buildings destroyed and so
few jobs for a youthful popula-

tion born and reared into may-
hem, the flashing green and red
offers cautious but tangible evi-
dence that normality may be re-
turning to what was once a stable
and  relatively  prosperous
nation.

But there are regular electric-
ity blackouts. And it does not
help that many motorists are too
young to know basic road rules,
such as what the signals mean.
Older drivers will need to un-
learn war-time habits of speed-
ing and weaving to dodge
mortars. Traffic police hope that

the lights will be extended to the
rest of the city to make directing
motorists less like herding cattle,
The election of Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, who was inaugurated as
President last week, has raised
hopes that Liberia can utilise the
goodwill of the U.S. and African
governments to help rebuild.

The President, who was feted
at this week’s African Union
summit in Sudan, has promised
to restore electricity to Monro-
via within six months. —
©Guardian Newspapers Lim-
ited 2006
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January 24, 2006

Ailing Emir of Kuwait Steps Down, Ending a
Succession Crisis

By HASSAN M. FATTAH

KUWAIT, Jan. 23 - Kuwait's ailing emir, Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah. stepped down as head of state late
Monday, ending a weeklong succession crisis that pitted the opposing branches of the Kuwaiti royal
family in an extraordinary public battle for control. He is to be replaced by the current prime minister,
Sheik Sabah Ahmad al-Sabah, officials said.

“he emir agreed to step down after a late-night meeting of family elders on the eve of an extraordinary
parliamentary session that was to begin deliberations on deposing him, in accordance with the Kuwaiti
Constitution. Parliament is to meet Tuesday morning, when it is expected to accept the emir's
abdication.

The emir's health was at the center of a deepening struggle that began almost the day after the death of
the previous emir, Sheik Jaber al-Sabah, on Jan. 15.

Sheik Saad, a portly 76~year-old who has suffered from colon cancer and is thought to be gravely ill,
insisted he was fit for the job, and was to take the oath of office on Tuesday evening. But he has been
seen publicly in the last week in a wheelchair and has not spoken in public, prompting many to wonder
about his mental capacities in addition to his health.

Some of the emir's supporters saw the constitutional battle as a ruse to settle old scores and concentrate
power in the Salem branch of the family, now led by Sheik Sabah, who has been de facto ruler of
Kuwait ever since Emir Jaber fell ill in 2000.

«uwait has long been governed by a gentlemen's agreement in which rule switches back and forth
between the Salem and Jaber branches of the Sabah family. Sheik Sabah presumably would have been
crown prince under Emir Saad. But the political crisis had put even that tradition in question, as others
vied for the post.

"Everyone knows that that there's an old rivalry between Sheik Sabah and Sheik Saad: what you see is
an outgrowth of that," said Muhammad al-Jasem. who recently stepped down as editor of the daily Al
Watan and of Newsweek Arabic, the Arabic- language version of the newsmagazine.

The current standoff, Mr. Jasem said, was essentially a case of old familial rivalries gone public. "There
is a total breakdown of trust between either side," he said.

Deposing the emir would have required a two-thirds majority in the 50-member Parliament, which was

far from guaranteed. The emir's backers, meanwhile, sought to encourage him to read the oath of office
to stem the debate over his fitness for office and gain full powers.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/24/international/middleeast/24kuwait.html?pagewanted... 1/24/2006
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Over the weekend, the fight spilled into the streets of Kuwait City, with supporters of each sheik putting
up posters and mysterious rumors circulating that foreign dignitaries were secretly landing in Kuwait to
help end the standoff. There were reports of a video recording of Sheik Saad speaking, apparently to
prove he was lucid.

The standoft had begun to take a toll on the country. Concerns grew over security and stability, with the
Kuwaiti stock market plummeting Saturday after Sheik Sabah's threat to depose the emir. Meanwhile,
the succession crisis threatened to delay a parliamentary decision to allow international oil companies
back into Kuwait to help develop its northern oilfields.

Many Kuwaitis saw the crisis and its conclusion as a victory for Kuwait's Constitution and the rule of
law. Despite the heated battle, they said, life went on as normal in the city-state, and its basic stability
was never in question.

"You have to be impressed that in a developing-world nation, built on tribalism and run by one family,
you can go through something like this while life goes on outside, without security men or tanks on the

street," Mr. Jasem said. "Maybe in the gulf we look bad," he added. speaking of the unusually public
nature of the battle, "but to the world we should look good."

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML | Help | Cont

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/24/international/middleeast/24kuwait.html?pagewanted...  1/24/2006



Africa’s only woman head of state . "

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf will have an impact \/
well beyond her own country.

TRAILBLAZER: Liberian President-elect Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.
- PHOTO: REUTERS
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Cameron Duodu

n JANUARY 16, 159 years after the first
modern nation in Africa was establish-
ed by freed American slaves, Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf will be inaugurated as its first woman
President. She will also be the continent’s
first woman elected head of state. The chal-
lenges she will face are immense. Liberia has
just emerged from 15 years of civil war, in
which its people have been butchered and
demoralised; there is no electricity in parts
of the capital, Monrovia; water supply sys-
tems have been almost universally de-
stroyed and schools looted or burned down;
and hospitals and clinics exist in name only.
Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf has spent most of her
working life with international organisa-
tions, such as the World Bank and U.N. de-
velopment programme, and private
financial institutions, including Citibank in
New York. She intends to use her experience
to negotiate finance deals that can put the
Liberian economy back on its feet. She will
also encourage the million Liberian refugees
to return home.

Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf was imprisoned in
the 1980s by one of Africa’s most brutal
dictators, Samuel Doe. Doe’s successor,
Charles Taylor, charged her with treason
and jailed her. After her election victory last
November, she told me: “I have been kept
going all these years by my irreversible com-
mitment to democracy and the social and
economic development of Liberia.”

One of her tasks is to bring on board Ge-
orge Weah, the football superstar she beat in
the presidential run-off. He had attracted
the support of many of the young and jobless
who, in the ¢ivil war, acted as hired guns.
They have now been disarmed by the U.N,,
and some look to Mr. Weah to fill their pock-
ets with his football dollars. Ms. Johnson-
Sirleaf recognises the danger they could
pose to the nation’s rebuilding. “My priority
will be to educate our young people and
provide them with opportunities for rein-
tegrating,” she explains.

She has calmed the #isappointed Mr.
Weah, whose election petition against Ms.
Johnson-Sirleaf — claiming fraud in some
areas — nearly rekindled violence in the
country. It is expected that Mr. Weah will
have a seat in her new Cabinet.

Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf is aware that her per-
formance will be used as a marker that will
either push or halt the progress of women
throughout Africa. A Unicef report a month
ago estimated the number of young women
who undergo genital mutilation in Africa
and the Middle East at about three million a
year. Worse still, their traditional child-
rearing role often prevents African women
from entering politics in large enough num-
bers to change such odious practices.

Only Uganda and Mozambique have set
aside seats for women in parliament, but
even there men try to manipulate the proc-
ess so that they can keep out “strong” wom-
en. And because it is men who control the
budgets, health services throughout Africa
are still inadequate — even in Nigeria, an
oil-rich country, one in every 18 women is
likely to die from pregnancy-related causes.

Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf could be forgiven if
she concentrated solely on Liberia’s prob-
lems. But her style is to confront problems
wherever she sees them.

She will need firm principles to withstand
the international carpetbaggers who will
flock to Liberia. She will also have to use her
financial expertise to balance Liberia’s need
for massive overseas investment against the
tendency of donor organisations to dictate
the national interests of recipient countries.

And there is serious concern in Liberia
that Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf’s economic poli- -
cies will be wedded to free-market princi-
ples.

-She must not devote herself to the in-
terests of the few in the vain hope that the
benefits of their wealth will trickle down to
the huge numbers who wallow in poverty.
—©Guardian Newspapers Limited 2006

(Cameron Duodu is a Ghapaian novelist
and journalist.)



