Envlronmental factors cause
one-thlrd of deaths: WHO

\‘Gen wva: Almost a quarter of glob-
al disgases are caused by avoid-
able environmental factors, with
atoll of 13 million lives a year, the
World Health Organisation (WHO)
said in a new report on Friday.

Such hazards, which include
polluted water, unsafe fuel, rick-
ety buildings and dangerous traf-
fic, are to blame for one-third of
deaths in developing countries,
said the WHO.

Preventing environmental risk
could save as many as four mil-
lion lives a year, mostly in devel-
oping countries, said the UN
health agency.

The WHO said its study was
the most comprehensive and sys-
tematic yet undertaken on how
preventable environmental haz-
ards contribute to a wide range of
diseases and injuries.

“We have always known that
the environment influences health
very profoundly, but these esti-
mates are the best to date,” said
Dr Anders Nordstrom, acting head
of the WHO.

“This will help us to demon-
strate that wise investment to cre-
ate a supportive environment can

HEALTH HAZARDS IN
DEVELOPING NATIONS

be a successful strategy in im-
proving health and achieving de-
velopment that is sustainable.”
Over 40% deaths from malaria
and an estimated 94% deaths from
diarrhoeal diseases, two of the
world’s biggest childhood killers,
could be prevented through better
environmental management, ac-

cording to the WHO.

Besides diarrhoea and malar-
ia, the two other main health prob-
lems influenced by a poor envi-
ronment are lower respiratory
tract infections and various forms
of accidental injuries.

Pointing to potential measures
to reduce the burden, the WHO cit- -
ed safer household water storage
and better hygienic measures, as
well as better overall management
of water resources.

Also crucial, it said, aretheuse
of cleaner and safer fuels, in- :
creased safety of the built envi- |
ronment and more judicious use :
and management of toxic sub- !
stances in the home and workplace. :

The report said one way or an- |
other;, the environment significantly *
affects more than 80% of a host of
other major diseases. arp
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SC provides relief to Fanaa

But Gujarat cinema hall-owners shy away from screening film |

HTC and Agencies
New Delhi/Mumbai, June 5

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
provided relief to the controversial,
Aamir Khan-starrer Fanna, in the
background of the film’s release in
the saffron bastion of Gujarat where
Sangh Parivar outfits are running a
campaign against the star and his
films for his expressing support for
the.cause of the Narmada dam ous-
tees and the Narmada Bachao An-
dolan led by Medha Patkar.

Steering clear of controversies,
the apex court said it could not en-
tertain a petition filed by filmmaker
Mahesh Bhatt, seeking a peaceful re-
lease for the film in the state, as
Bhatt was “not an affected party” in
the dispute. Questioning the main-
tainability of the petition filed by
Bhatt, a Vacation Bench of Justices
Arijit Pasayat and C.K. Thakker dis-
missed the plea even as it ruled that
“if any exhibitor wants to exhibit
the film and wants protection, they
can be given (the protection)”. :

“You may have the right to see a
film but you cannot compel the ex-
hibitor to screen it. Let the exhibi-
tors come here,”
the Bench added
when Bhatt’s coun-
sel, Colin Gonsal-
ves, submitted that
“it was because of
some groups oOr
people, who had
taken the law into
their own hands”
that the film’s re-
lease in Gujarat
had to be post-
poned.

Bhatt and the
Gujarat-based
NGO, Jansang-

[ have

caugh

and regard for the

people of Gujarat; -2dea_that the
and I appeal to
them not to get
politics;

fi i

Aamir Khan in a still from the film Fanaa.

However, theatre owners in the
state seemed unwilling to screen
Fanaa despite: the ruling from the
Supreme Cour-t.

“We've just heard of the court de-
cision, but we: stick to our stand of
not screening Fanaa as Aamir Khan
has not yet apologised to the people
of Gujarat fior his anti-Narmada
dam stand,”
Manubhai Patel,
president of Gu-
jarat’s Multiplex
Owners’ Associa-
tion said. He

state government
was even earlier
ready to provide
security for
screening the
movie but it was
not released in the
state due to
Aamir’s stand.
AAMIR KH‘E Aamir Khan, at

harsh Manch had

filed the petition

jointly. It sought a direction for the
Gujarat DGP to ensure an uninter-
rupted screening of the film, which
was released in the rest of the coun-
try but faced protests in Gujarat fol-
lowing a statement by Aamir on the
Narmada dam issue.

The petition had stated that or-
ganisations like the BJP’s Yuva Mor-
cha (Gujarat unit) and the Congress
affiliated NSUI (Gujarat unit) were
opposing the release of Fanaa with-
out any cogent or rational reason.
The petition added that the Gujarat
government had either directly con-
nived with these organisations to
prohibit the screening of the film or
had deliberately refused to act to
stop them from adopting violent and
illegal means to disrupt the film’s re-
lease in Gujarat.

the centre of the

controversy, also
stuck to his sitand on Monday. A re-
port from Mumbai said he reiterated
that he woulcl offer no apology as he
had only stated what the Supreme
Court had sa:id in its order. Address-
ing the media at his Bandra resi-
dence, Aamir said there was no
question of tendering an apology to
anyone. “I've lots of love and regard
for the people of Gujarat and I ap-
peal to them 'not to get caught in pol-
itics. Let them look at me and they
would find I6ve in my eyes,” Aamir
said.

The actor hailed the apex court
order asking authorities to provide
protection to theatres that wanted to
screen Fanac:. He added that the BJP
and its youtlh wing needed to find a
solution to tlhe issue as they were be-
hind the the:tre owners’ move not to

People to decide: Director

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, June 5

DIRECTOR OF Fanaa, Kunal Kohli
told Hindustan Times on Monday
that there was hardly any chance
that his film would release in Gu-
jarat soon despite the Supreme
Court order. “What can we do now?
The people who've stopped the re-
lease are still threatening people,”
Kohli said over phone from Mum-
bai. “And I don’t think the film will
release soon,” he added, albeit with
a tinge of regret. He added that
there would be no further appeal to
release the film in Gujarat.

On the PIL filed by Mahesh
Bhatt, Kunal said, “All theatre own-
ers or exhibitors who wish to re-
lease the film can request for pro-
tection and the government should
extend support. We, as filmmakers,
can only request all theatre owners
of Gujarat and everybody to come
forward and release the film.”

* The total revenue lost due to the
film’s non-release in Gujarat adds
up to around Rs 7-8 crore. Kohli
said the film had earned around Rs
47 crore (both domestic and over-
seas) in the first week itself. “How-
ever, it’s not about money.. it’s
about a principle. In a democratic
country both Aamir and the people
of Gujarat have a right to express
their views, but in a democratic

Kunal Kohli says

W it’s not about money... it's all
about a principle.

B At this point of time, we can only
hope for the best and wait to see
what happens next.

fashion and not by burning posters
and threatening people.” Despite all
this, Kunal said he was hopeful that
ultimately the stalemate would be
broken. “At this point, we can only
hope for the best and wait to see
what happens next,” he added.

On piracy of VCDs and DVDs of
Fanaa, Kunal said, “There are lots
of pirated CDs and DVDs (of the
film) in the market. We can only re-
quest the people not to buy pirated

-CDs and DVDs. They should actual-

ly go to the theatres and watch the
film. This will help stop piracy too.”

screen the movie. He called upon
BJP’s youth workers to ask them-
selves whether they respected demo-
cracy or the Supreme Court and if
they did so, how could they prohibit

the film’s release? He also urged cit-
izens across the country to decide
for themselves whether the steps
taken to stop Fanaa’s release were
constitutional or otherwise.
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Pollution costs China -

vr" ?:)

$200 billion a year

‘Chin Daily/ANN

BEIIING June 5: China’s
pollution problems cost the
country more than $200 bil-
lion a year, a top official said
teday as he called for better
legal protection for grass
foots groups so they can
‘ help the government clean
‘up the environment.

.Zhu Guangyao, deputy
chief of the state environ-
mental protection agency,

- estimated that damage to
China’s environment is cost-

.. ing the government roughly

""10 per cent of the country’s
gross domestic product.
China's GDP for 2005 was
$2.26 trillion.

~"Despite government
'efforts, China’s environ-

, ’H}‘ ntal picture is not
Aimproving, but worsening,
e said, and “allows for no
optimism.”

“Mr Zhu said environmen-
‘tal non- government organi-
zations can play “important
gples in promotmg or push-
ing governments” to solve
‘environmental problems.
‘He acknowledged that some

' ldcal officials were not

implementing the the cen-
tral government’s guidelines

———————

CLN"J \x

N

Members of a distressed famzly take dead ﬁsh out of their pond in Xiaoshan District in
China on Sunday. ® CHINA DAILY/ANN

very well Mr Zhu said
implementing the central
government’s guidelines
would also be a challenge
for local officials who are
accustomed to beingjudged
on growth above all else and
are fearful of the economic
impact of tighter environ-
mental controls.

“Local  environmental
NGOs do not dare criticise
local governments for their
unscientific decisions,” he
said. “Some local govern-
ments are reluctant to

implement or are even
working against environ-
mental laws.”

He also listed seven tasks
as the major environmental
protection work in the com-
ing five years. The most
important task is water pol-
lution control, with focus on
drinking water security. The
second is to step up urban
environmental protection,
especially the pollutants
control in cities.

He highlighted the reduc-
tion of sulphur dioxide dis-

IME STATESMAR

charge as the focal work in
air pollution control, the
third of the tasks.

Other tasks include rural
environmental protection,
with emphasis on soil pollu-
tion control, eco-system
protection, enhancement of
nuclear and other radioac-
tive sources security and
implementation of the state
environmental protection
projects.

Only these tasks be ful-
filled can we achieve the
environmental



Narmada Abhiyan joins

i

agitation against ‘Fanaa’ -/

To stall any attempt to screen the movie anywhere in Gujarat
* Meeting held to chalk oﬁta&ntm programmes
« Insists Aamie shouid change stand on dam

o Theatre owners unfazed by threat o;mmm

Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD: Narmada Abhiyan,
the umbrella group of some 50
pro-Narmada dam voluntary or-
ganisations in Gujarat, has
joined the fray for the continued
boycott of Aamir Khan-starrer
‘Fanaa’ in the State.

The Abhiyan, which had
spearheaded the counter agita-
tion in the State when the Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan leader,
Medha Patkar, had launched an
indefinite fast in Delhi last
month demanding stoppage of
the dam construction work, held
a meeting here on Tuesday to
chalk out agitational pro-
grammes to stall any attempt to
screen the movie anywhere in
the State.

The Abhiyan formed a “Sang-
harsha Samiti” with the former
Narmada Development Minis-
ter, Jaynarayan Vyas, as its pres-
ident to work out details of
programmes and unanimously
decided that the NGOs in the

State would not allow screening
of the film unless Mr. Aamir
Khan “changed his stand” on the
Narmada dam issue.

According to Abhiyan spokes-
man Digant Oza, Muslim leaders
present at the meeting including
Afzal Memon of the Samarpan
Trust, BJP minority cell conve-
nor Rafiq Memon, and represen-
tatives of the Jammat-e-Islam
supported the stir against the
Bolywood hero who they felt had
“wronged Gujarat.”

The Samiti would include BJP
Yuva Morcha president Amit
Thaker, who was among the first
to launch the anti-Fanaa cam-
paign, and the Congress Nation-
al Students Union of India
president Indravijaysinh Gohil,
as members besides Mr, Afzal

Memon. The president of the
multiplexes owners’ association,
Manubhai Patel, was not present
at the meeting, but has extended
full support to the Abhiyan.

Mr. Vyas said the issue could
have been amicably resolved if
Mr. Aamir Khan had expressed
regret for his stand on the issue,
but he was “standing on some
false prestige.”

Even the attitude of the own-
ers of the multiplexes and the
single cinema theatres, despite
the heavy monetary losses for
not showing the film, seems to
have hardened after the film
producers and distributors in an
expression of solidarity with Mr.
Aamir Khan threatened to boy-
cott Gujarat at the time of re-
leasing new films if ‘Fanaa’ was

THE HINDY
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not screened immediately.

Multiplex owners, who in-
curred a loss of over Rs. four
crores by missing the first week
of the film, had reportedly tried
to broker a compromise and en-
sure release of the film by Fri-
day. But they have now
reportedly decided not to take
any initiative to resolve the dis-
pute if the Bolywood hero stuck
to his guns.

They have also not taken the
threat of the producers serious-
ly. “We are not bothered about
such empty threats. The Hindi
films make the bulk of the mon-
ey in Gujarat and Maharashtra
territories while in most other
states the regional films dom-
inate,” a spokesman of the Cine-
ma Theatres Association said.

BJP Yuva Morcha president
Amit Thaker, referring to Mr.
Aamir Khan’s opposition to the
dam, said “Gujarat needs water
and not films.” Some BJP lead-
ers present at the Abhiyan meet-
ing also endorsed the views.
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Drought in thmw
affects 10 m;lh y

Northern provinces have no%\received rain

BEIJING: China is suffering sus-
tained drought as over 10 million
people have been facing drinking
water shortage since mid-April,
the State Flood Control and
Drought Relief Headquarters said
here on Sunday.

A total of 16.6 million hectares
of cropland have been struck by
severe drought in most parts of
northern China regions and
south-western Yunnan Province,
it said.

The current drought affects 2.1
million hectares more than the
average in the same period of past
years, the headquarters said.

Drinking water shortage

Meanwhile, 7.88 million heads
of livestock have also suffered
from the shortage of drinking
water.

Since mid-April, most parts of
northern China provinces and re-
gions have rarely seen rainfalls
and experienced frequent strong
winds, including Hebei, Inner
Mongolia, Heilongjiang, Jilin and
Liaoning.

Hebei Province is suffering its
worst drought in 55 years, with
520,000 people having seasonal
difficulty to access drinking water
and 2.3 million hectares of cro-
pland affected.

It is estimated that the prov-
ince will lack 5.2 billion cubic
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metres of water in the first half of
this year, according to Hebei Pro-
vincial Department of Water
Resources.

In Yunnan Province, a quarter
of the cropland, or 1.06 million
hectares, have been hit by
drought. In addition, 3.38 million
people are facing drinking water
shortage.

Spring ploughing and sowing
were seriously affected in these
areas by drought.

The State Flood Control and
Drought Relief Headquarters has
issued an urgent notice, ordering
local governments to take strong
and effective measures to combat
the drought.

The local governments were
told to keep a close wateh over the
drought situation and prepare
and implement more detailed
plans to fight the problem in an
orderly way. “Diinking water
safety for urban and rural resi-
dents must be secured and placed
on top priority of the drought-
relief work,” the notice said.

The notice required local gov-
ernments mobilise technical
workers and anti-drought service
organisations to go to farmland to
assist local farmers. Meanwhile,
the headquarters have sent spe-
cial working teams to drought-
stricken areas to supervise anti-
drought operations. — Xinhua

01 MAY 2006




&apdoad pajoapge-1oaford
3y} o3 (ured pue Lsuow ur) suesw uwoIje
-[iqeyas ur Leop 5 Aep Yoes JeYM SOA[ISWAY}
payse s3800 303ford Jnoqe paLLIom are oym
9SOY[} 3ARY :pUNOIe }1 UIN} pue Le[ap jsurede
juswnSIe ay} aye) AW 3] ‘UOISN[IU0I U]

S SMITADI SSI[PUD
9q jouued I3y}, 10 ‘afe)s swros Je AJifeuy
9q 3snux axoyyy,, yeys L1093 ay3 uo joafoxd ayy
I paadold [[1Is am PMoYs ‘SeotreISwnoI
950y} Japun ‘d[qeir Iafuo| ou Adurls sem
PaAIRIU0d AfpeutdiIo se josfoid ayy jey} Jo
{19993.10] U33( I91[Jea pey uey) Aynbaui pue
AJ3sTW 2I0W Yonur asned pinom josfoid ayy
ey} ‘ofe)s uonemuLIo}-1v9(o1d a3 J8 peyn
-U3PI UIAS 10 PAJMSU09 UIaq J0U pey (SIvd)
suosiad pajoappe-3oafoad Jo serro08e3ed Auew
jey} ‘uopsenb ojur jo0ofoad 8y} jo soiseq
oY} [re> ey} pafisw saey sjuawdojassp
M3 JeY) ‘PIYOO[ISA0 Ud3q pry s10adse juer)
-1oduur yey; “09(oad oy} Jo uopemuULIO] pue
uor3daouod 3y} Ul smej SNOLIdS aIam aIsy)
Je3 Jespd sawooaq 1 ‘3oafoad e Jo uogejUSWI
-opduut Jo 9sIN0d 8y} SULINp JI ‘ISAIMOH

‘9[qe
-I1S9pun A[ureprad are sAefap ‘os J ‘y0oford
a3 Jo reaoxdde oy 03 Jo1ad “Ym J[eap SUWIID
-U09 I3y} pue adUSPYUO0Dd OjUl USR] aIam
SaLI089)e0 PajodfJe ([ JeY] puR YUnodde
ojul usye} AMp sem 109dse JUBAS[II AIIAD
jet}) ‘pastulInIos A[SnOIOSLI pue paje[nuLIOo)
-[[9M sem 309foxd o173 Je3 sT 219y uonydumsse
rotdut ay 1, “yurod Jer[rure] e st STy [, “103foxd
3y} Jo 3500 9y} 0} wins a8ny B sppe Aefop
s Aep yoea Jey) pandIe usaq sey 3 ‘poafoxd
a3 Y Surpsacoad jo uoneoynsnl up
(‘'spiom 30eX? 2y} Suijonb
J0U We ]) ‘YIom UonejIIqeyal jo ssaiford
3y} uo paseq aq afe)s AI1oA9 Je JSnur JYIey
urep 9y} Jo Suisted Iaymny yeyj Les A[Tea[d pip
(sem N se A1ojoejsnesun Apunojoid) juswt
-3pnl 0007 1290320 oY ], "§I0m uone)[Iqeyal
3y} Jo 9jels Iy} Jo sso[predor peadoid o3
JI0M UOIONIISUOD 10§ 919y adoos ou Adurts

AW

ST 219y, "douagdiawqns o} Jgrid syjuout Xis
pajerdwos uoneIqeyal Jouogrowqns
910J3q Jeak auo Pa13o[[e aq ISNUI pue[ ‘sjuat
-8pn( s mo) awaxdng ay) pue pieme s Jeu
-nquL, Y3 Jo suLIay uj ‘asne[o nssed Lred ay)
IOAUT 0} AIBSS303U USAS JOU ST I “108f U]
« 90URIBA[O [RUOIIPUOD,, 0]
Surueawr 1910 ou aq Ued 1Y, (‘eoURIRI[d
[euUoOnIpuod A} SulmeIpyym ur poyusnf
9q PMOoM JHOW Y3 ‘SoIn[Te] Yons YILm pasey
‘Joej u]) ‘puryaq sfer syoadse uopeNIqeYy
-31 pue [RJUSWIUOIIAUS 3} U0 YIom J1 stead
-desip jJom UOIINIISUOD YIm paddord o)
Lyroyjne ay 1, ‘do3s jsnur JIom UOIIINIISU0D
JUOIJ UOTIRII[IGeY3T 3] UO SAINJIE] JO JUIAD
a3 ut jey) parpdunt A[9yIUysSp JSOW papus}
-ut A[reursuio se ardoutid nssed tred ay],
*SUOISSNOSIP 98-G861 INO Ul Juoim sur pue
B ueysag ‘I 2a01d 03 L[saroadsonial
PoWads ‘C661 Ul POMITAST USYM SUOTHPUOD
a3} JO 3uo A19A8 YIIM 90URI[dWOI-UOU PUR §9
-sdeq ‘s1 3By} ‘SJuUsUIdO[aAdp J9]B "JoUBRIEd]d
[BUOI}IPUOD ® JO ®apl A1oA 9y} pauolsonb
osTe A9y, 9wy eqeqg Aq pue UOISSTUUIO))
9SIOIN Y} Aq payoelje A[9IaA0s Sem (Isuas
mau oy} ur) sidourid nssed red ayg,
‘po
-puajul A[feursiio usaq pey 383 diysuonjeral
3y} SuisIaAal ‘BSIaA 90IA JOU PUR YIOM UOQ
-e)[Iqeyal puR [BIUIWUOLIAUS JO Jey) auru
-I9}9p P[NOoM JBYy) UONINIISUO0I Jo dded sy}
sem 3 18Y) (Q) pue 9s0[ sem s3d3dse uorjelr
-[Iqeya1 pue [eJUSWUOIIAUS 3] Uo Aduafin
Jo asuas ay} eyl () JUBAUW SIYJ, 'Pop9ad
-01d {I0M UOIONIISUOD Y3 SB $1ajjewl uon
-e)[IqeYaI pue [BJUSWUOIIAUD JO 3IBD aye)
0} awny Jo Ajus[d sem 219y} jey) pue ‘sIesk
Auew a3e] P[NOMm Jey) s9ss9001d MO[S aJom
II0AI3S3I 91[} JO SUI[Y aY} pue urep 3y} yo gut
-pImq ay3 Jey pangre 103foxd a3 Y3im pesye
398 03 pajuem oym ojdoad ay I, ‘peay s} uo pa
-win} pue pajaidisjuisin Apuanbasgns sem
s[dounid nssed rred ay) ‘A[@jeuniaoru)
u /zosozbmzoo uo 310M Jo doed a3 surw

-19)9p P[NOM SIINSBIW UONBIIqeyad pue
[EIUSWUOIIAUS UO YI0M Jo aded ayj 18y} sem
BIPI Y], "§I0M UOTIB)[Iqeya] pue [ejUdUIU0L
-1aus 3dedino o) pamojre jou ST UOKONLS
-U02 Jey] yons uonIpuod nssed Lred 1oL1s ©
gunemdns Aq pajuaasid aq pmod L1iqissod
B Uons jey) pajsesins I jey) Ixajuod jeyy
ut sem }] ‘pe1odfSeu aq pue Arepuodas sWod
-9q p[NoM samseauwl uonejIIqeyal pus e}
-UAWUOIIAUD S© YoNs sBUny} 19130 pue adede
pasoord pnom UOTONISUOD ‘UIAIS sem
20URIBI]D [RUOTIIPUOD € 93UO Jey) }[3) JHOW
a3 Ing “poafoad a3 03 9oURIEI[O [BUOLIPUOD
App1ns e 10 Sumsre sem SIOINOSVY Jojepy
Jo ASTUIA Y, ‘9oueea[o e 10J adLI sem 4SS
3t} Ioy3aYMm SUISSNOSIP alam (Y M ‘ATejaIosg
se J[asAw pue ‘JHON ‘AIejainsg se urysag
"N'L) §15910f pUe JUSWIUOIIAUY JO ASIUTN
3y} pue $3IINOSIY INBM JO AISIUIN o)
‘98-686T U] "Aoua1imo paured uorssardxa syl
moy] urejdxa owr 37 “afdroutad nssed rred a1}
Jo sBurpeas I1aY) Palajjo aARY SI0}RIUIUILIOD
JWOS ‘SMIIAIIIUI PUE SI[ONIE BIPOWI U]

apdourxd nssed Lred oy y,

-19y398031e uonrsodold JueIagyIp € ST Urep
® U0 uoponIsuod pasuoyineun Juiddoys
g ‘WEJ Ul UOHONIISU0d pasiioyneun
JO SUOLIOTUSP U0 pUe]s YIno) & axe) 0} [[om
AI3A [re s13] 's8urys asoy) Jo ma1a onjewerd
‘reonyoead e oy} pinoys suo ‘uaddey sfunp
359y} INq ‘sqeraifal Jqnop ou sIe UnoY
swaidng ayj} pue feunqui], 3y Jo suondrios
-a21d oY) woly ainjredsp Jed i} ‘wray] 03
apeuw sasTwoxd Jo yusmpymy-uou oy ‘ojdoad
a3 uo drysprey Jo uonoIyuI oY [, "s[qeriogau
-uou ‘sonrjod poof _‘yuswdoaasp,, st 23940
-u0d Sulmod Ieao SI Jomsue ay} urefy

SAYM "paBuelo aq
03 JYBnos Mou ST Jey) [[V "oIninj Y} J0f uon
-OILIISUOD pUB UCHEBII[IqRYal Udamlaq jull
Ie3[0 & pajelajral Jjasit juswdpnl 18y L, ‘0002
1940300 o JuswSpn('s 3o swaidng ay3 ut
sauo) Surduir ut pawrrerold usaq pey preme

s,JeunqLLy, 8Y3 Jo AyIfiqesnuruir auy Jeyy s[red
-3l AUQ "pIeme S JeuUnqu], 9y} Jo Sunmal
& 03 s3unoure jutod jse[ ay], ‘uonBIMIqEYdL
WOJJ UOONIISUOI Jo Supfuil-op Tes[d © (I11)
pue ‘(jpasput JYB151340,, 81 18Y) J8J 08 SaIn
-{Te} [Te 10j SWayos A}sauure we (1) ‘A3pesa
Jo aoueydasoe ue (1) :Ieapd ST Jomsue YL
¢03 dn ppe STy} [[e $30p
JeUM ‘SUIUOW MIJ 1XaU Y} UTYIM 338p-03
-dn uoneyiqeyas Sutiq o3 Suraq UoRUIIUY
a1 “I9jjBUL S} 0JUT JOO] O} PIYSE U3 MOU
sey dnoI8 mau ayJ, ;08 op Jou A9y} pIp Aym
:Amiqrssod Jey3 pajquesIp sABY 03 N0 Ay
Joj arqissod A[aIjua sem 31 3nq FduIoooe 1wy
B (314 11N07) Y3 Juasard 03 j0U SJUSUILISA0S
3y} urem safpnf pautes| oy ‘dW aINy
swos j8 jIom 3y dojs 03 saey Lew 31 jei
UOIJBAISSQO oYU} YA J[os3! paysnes 3amoD
swaxdng sy} ueAy YIom sy dojs jou pip
J9)STUTI SWILLJ Y ‘SUOSEIT JaAIJBYM JO]
Juswdpn( s 31no)) swardng ay) pue premy
s eunqui], ay3 woyy SuBrawa juswaimbal
1e8a1 ay3 jou st Jey) Jng ‘patesp Sopjoeq
3y} pue 0j papusije A[3jeredas aq wed uon
-ejI[iqeyal ey} pue pasoold o} pamo[re aq
Ued UOIIITLIISUOD JBY] [99] [[aM ABU SWOS
“Ayrpesap
ue S9Nj|Suod uoneNiqeyal Jo peays Jej
Juof sey| UOIJONIISUOd Jeyy J0€] 9], "aouss
-1owqns 03 Joud syuowr xis payajdwod
2q 03 sey UonefIqeyal jey) Juswraambal oy
wogy smof[oj Afreordof sty "uomisod renjoe
9y Jo uopeuruLIa}ep 3y} Surpuad paddors
U33q 9ABY P[NOYS JIOM UOHONIISYO0D aY) ‘Os
aIoM ey} JT ‘“IOASMOR "UTeA Ul Ud3( 0l sey
110dax zog ay ‘AfIesr) ‘Juoly} uoneIqeyal
a3 U0 [[9M J0U ST [[e 8y} — ed §31 uo uowp
-1dsns ® }sea] Je 10 — BIpU] JO JUSUILIAACH
a1 Aq jusuragpojmousoe Y} S A9f
-[eA BpBULIEN Y] Ul JI0M UORBIMIqRY
-a1 Jo SNJe)S. 3y} JB YOO 03 93 UrMo)’
e Jo jusunutodde oy NI LIDI'TdI

J94] " Auremseurey

W -pogueyo o 01 JYSNOS MOU ST JBY ], "2IMNJ 91} 10] UONONLIISUOD PUE UOHR}I[IqRYS1
Y uaomyaq yuIp ISP B PajRISIal 00T 100300 JO JuswSpn(1mo)) oﬁwasm YL

ﬁcﬁﬁ:ﬂuaﬁ SUIAR[Op JO 1S0J dY) ‘epeULIBN

0 mhY 2006



J
\ « YEU} 0} 938 [IM BM,,,
‘poridaa eypo\ ‘uosiad ay} jsurede
payoune] aq [(Im uoljewrejap
Joasede JI poyse Uoym T8A3MOH
‘uotjejrde Ira1y) aurul
-I|apun 0} ¢, sa1ouade 3urpunj ulro
-10} Jo s93003s,, se way) Aexytod
pue 9133n1s VAN 91 A[hu
pue usirew,, 0} ‘sasnoy ayerod.aoo
se [[9m se suetotjijod Yyioq 01 8010
sem oym ‘Teronjo jeleMmo e £q
peyoune] usredwed e sem aIsyl
Jey) pawIIe[d Joylin] eYpa -ons
-ST UOT1e|TIqeyal a3 0jul 3001 0}
wiiy Aq pajurodde oo rwiwos Jaq
-WewW-99.1y3 83 Jo Sutuonouny syl
Joao uolsuayaadde atatyy Sursssad
X9 ‘L7 Tady uo ‘y3urg ueyowr
-UBA T9ISTUIIA] SWILIJ 9y} 0} U}
“J1am pey ‘SISIATIOR pue SIaquuaul
VEN Joyio yiim 3uofe ‘BYpPsN
‘s308foad juawr
-dojeaap yons Suranp pue I8y}
JO 190 Jad gz uey) aJI0UW ISO] OYM
9soy) 10} uorieI[IqeyYed poseq
-pue] pauoIjuUaW A[1ES[d PeY 1Ual
-8pnf Jo111€8 S31 UT 3IN0D aY] pPIeS
Jepes] VAN o3 ‘paceldsip &y
10}  uejdisiseuwr uorieii[lqeyss,, e
JoA9U SeMm 219} jey} SurwrIe)
«1snf st 3ur
-uaddeq ST 1By} Sutyidisas JUIY?}
juop am Ing e#omsnl Joj AIfIq
-isuodsal ayel 0} axe yey) saamod
o3 159) pue dlem ‘JTem 0} aAey
1ItM 9M,, PTES ‘90uagajuod ssaad e
SUISSaIpPE Sem OUM ‘ S99ISN0 Wep
epewaeN jo Japea] Aol ayL
"}ooMm JXalUl
J0j Suriesy J10jJ J911ewt oy} pajisod

1IN0 xade a3 s1aym ssurpaedoad
1ano) swaxdng oY) Surpusije Jo}
-Je pTes BYpay ‘8 AN KepUo 03
juawdpn( ay3 Suruodisod £q ayey
0] pPaprosp aaey Jamod Jo suof
-91[0a 1S9YSTY 9y} ey} |JI wewmny
0} ¥S1X afqeidapoeun pue jeaisd
9yl mouy o3 jseyse [99] 9M,,
‘satjiwej Auew jo pooy
-I[OAI] pue saAl] Jo  Surdrswqgns
8[qQISI8A8IIL,, Ul J[NSal [[IM , SUOT}
-NITISUL O1JBII0OWSD JO SSAUNEBIM,,
9y} prles AepuopN uo Jeyied
QYPIW JI8ped] VAN ‘S983sno wep
eprlIeN. jo uonelI[iqeyat Jjo ans
-81 9} Surssaippe ul Le[ap ajeuIp
-I0Ul 9} JI8A0 PBUIdIU0D ‘Ing
"SUOp usaq Jupey 11 ;1
MOT[0] pInoys sadusnbasuos jeym
pue suop uasq pey uoneIqeyal
Jadoad pue aAnoejje Jsylaym uo

M31A ® 300} )1 240J3q uoneliqey
-8.1 U0 SMITA STY Juasaad 03 wiIy po
-108JIp US8Y) 3IN0D 8y, L, ‘sjuawuns.ie
s1y pasoddo aAfeS UsTaeH [asunod
S JjuamiuIan08 JIN ‘ToAemMOH
‘93a[dwod
sem spIom UotjejI[iqeysd [[e 18e
JeaA e ATUO pastel aq prnod 3y81ay
wep ay) 1eyl Jealdo sem juawspnl
§,3A100 xade a8y} ey} punoisd ay
uo Aejs e 10j pepesid ueysnyg
‘pensue ay ‘po
-Jofdwoo usaq 10U peY S831S UoNIE)
-IqeYad 11 ISBI] Je U0 JI0OM "S9)1S
[edaAds Ul d[ge[leAe aJam SUOL)
-09UU0d AJ101I109[8 J0 SOTIIUSUIR
OTAIO OoUu jey) jno pajuiod os[e
9H -9ouUsdIoWIqNS aI0jeq Yjuowl
e A[uo ‘pus-tady Aq pais[duiod aq
DINOoM H{I0M UOTIEII[IqRYSI 9]} JO
1831 3y} ey} pajels J1Aeplyze ay L,

1ad maN ‘OLH *pres ay ‘|nypasu
a1 op 03 JuawLIBA0b diN 3yl 39a1p
U3yl pinom auad syl ) woJdj yyuow
343 JO pud 3Y3 Ag PaAIIJAL 3] |IM
J.1odau y *Sa31IsNo Y3 JO uoiyeljiqey
-34 ay3 Buydayd AjjeaisAyd jo ysel ayy
paubisse usaq pey uogesiuebio Asa
-4Ng ajdwes [euoteN ay3 eyl 1nod
ay pjol wnueweigns jedox) jelausy
10}121]0S {eUoRIppY ‘S9SNO Wep
JeAoJes Jeples ay) Jo uoneujiqey

-3.0 pue Jaijad 0ju| 00| 0} IO
19A9f-yBiy © dn 33 pey 3 Jeyl YNOY
3waddns 3y} o3 sey RAINID IHL

A0 ‘etjal }340 0} OSSN

O/ GIHHLLS

v

JLIds pue I18)3a], Ul pamo[[o]
usaq jou pey uopelrfigeysl uo
Juswdpn( §,31n00 U3 ey} Moys 0}
JIABPIJIE S, JUaWUISA08 JIN 3} ul
$9[0Y [eJoAds paydld ueyshyg
'Pajels JUBWUIBA08 Ysaprad vAY
-PBIN JO 1ABDIITE 9} ‘JUSMIUISA0S
jexe(no sy o3 parrdde ATuo 31 ‘3t
0} A1dde 10u pIp 9[N.I 18BA-9U0 ST}
Jey} pature(d jraepijye-1a3unod sit
Ul pey juaiuIanod JIN 9y} 1943
-MOH ‘souadiouIgns [eNn1or aI0Jaq
Jead auo payajdwod aq 03 posod
-dns sem Y{I0m UOTIBIIqRYDI pue
Jo1[aa yuswdpn( s 1anod ay) Jad se
1e(] pendie [asunod I0Tuas oy,
‘sjuswspn{ I91Aes §,3.1n0o
a3 Jo aids oy yrm Surdasy
Ul yIom UOTJe[Iqeysal pue Jal[ox
e Ino pPatiied pey 3t jer) uied
S JUBWUIIA08 N U} PoISaluod
ueysnyd NUBYS [9SUNOI I0TUSS
VAN 8y? 10y Suraeadde 1allIeq
‘AepUCIA] U0 uraeay
J9yyany J10j J9)ewr 9y) pelsod
femaeyqeg A aonsnp oy Aq
papeay youag o8pn[-aaiyl v ‘on
-Uriod prnoys wep oyl 10 1ystey
9y} 3JuisTea UO Iom .J9Yyloym
U0 UOISI09p e 8je}I[Ioe] 0] ‘Joeload
JeAoJeg Jepae§ ay} J10] pajsno
9501} Jo uolyelIfiqeyas pue Jor|
-81 U0 SWIB[O-I8]UNOI PUE SWITBD
I8y} 91e1s 03 AePUOIN UO JUS
-UI2A038 ysepe.ad eAypeN oy} pue
uejopuy oeyoed epeUlIeN o2
Pajoaalp-3no) HIWHIINS HHL

1 ey ‘413a MaN

o
, .\V/T judpuodsaniod 1M

AN

g Aejy uo ase Jo Suireay Jxau ‘eypoIN ALIOM SUOLINJIISUI jeaM,

gz WY&

PO

-r‘\lr't

e HIDUSTAN

-

v

SAMIIA

TATN g

eyaa uo SYA3S DS



NSSO to verify rehabilitation™
effort, Centre tells Court .

Manmohan has constltuted a committee to check status of rehabilitation "

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHE: The Centre will ask
the National Sample Survey Or-
ganisation to verify the status of
rehabilitation of the families in
Madhya Pradesh affected by the
raising of the height of the Sar-
dar Sarovar dam.

Additional Solicitor-General
Gopal Subramaniam on Monday
told a Supreme Court Bench,
comprising Chief Justice Y.K.
Sabharwal, Justice K.G. Balak-
rishnan and Justice S.B. Sinha,
that pursuant to the April 17 or-
ders, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh constituted the
Sardar Sarovar Project Relief
and Rehabilitation Oversight
Group to verify the status of
rehabilitation.

The NSSO was asked to con-
duct the exercise from May 19 to
June 19. The committee would
then ask the Madhya Pradesh

-affected families are rehabilitate

-« Committee to recommend systen}t}/ensure that all

o Court should consider whether’cash rellef Is permissible

Government to complete reha-
bilitation before June 30, pro-
vided all the parties concerned,
including the Narmada Bachao
Andolan and the States, extend-
ed their cooperation.

Mr. Subramaniam said that in
all there were 18,965 Project Af-
fected Families and 4,286 fam-
ilies were yet to be provided
alternative land. He said the
committee would recommend a
system to ensure that all the af-
fected families were rehabilitat-
ed in three months as per the
norms laid down by the apex
court and the Grievance Redres-
sal Authority of Madhya Pra-
desh. He sajd the Centre wanted

THE HINDU

the construction work at the
dam to continue but also wanted
to ensure speedy implementa-
tion of rehabilitation measures.
The question the court should
consider was whether the offer
of a special relief package in the
form of cash was permissible un-
der the award or the apex court
judgment, he said.

States to respond

The Bench, while making it
clear that the States would face
serious consequences if the re-
habilitation was not as per the
apex court judgments, asked the
States to file their response to
the Centre’s move and posted

the matter for further hearing on
May 8.

Earlier senior counsel for the
NBA Shanthi Bhushan pleaded
for stoppage of construction
work since the Madhya Pradesh
Government had admitted that
the rehabilitation work had not
been completed as per the direc-
tions of the apex court
judgments.

Quoting from the earlier Su-
preme Court judgment, he said
rehabilitation work must be
completed one year in advance
and six months before the actual
submergence takes place. He al-
so brought to the notice of the
court the fact that the Madhya
Pradesh Government had of-
fered the same piece of land to
several families. He suggested
the constitution of an expert
committee headed by N.C. Saxe-
na to go into the issue of rehabil-

itation. /
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 JULY 7 NEXT HEARING B We will

survey entire area with NSSO
help, says Centre

‘Work on dam

on, PM

qu,f' DLy

panel

to decide on

* relief: SC'™"

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 8

: ORK on raising
W the height of the
Sardar Sarovar

dam will continue. The
Supreme Court today refused
to grant the Narmada Bachao
Andolan’s request for staying
the raising of the height from
110 to-121 m and left it to
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to find a solution to the
controversy over relief and re-
habilitation of the project-af-
fected families.

fected people and status of re-

 liefworks.

He assured the court that
the committee’s survey would
not be restricted to any sam-
ple and would cover almost
the entire area where rehabil-
itation was being done.

On the need for the survey,
he said, “We must have some
empirical data and it should
be available by middle of
June. That would show if re-
lief and rehabilitation can be
completed by June 30. Based
on that, the Government may
take an appropriate decision.”

mid-section: Blocks 29t 51
mas of May 8.

¥ In 4 blocks, height raised to
116.20 m.

poured.

Construction, so far | | i

W Work to raise height from 110.64 m

to 121.92 m began on March 8; 2006.
-W Of the 64 blocks on the dam,
-workis on in 22 blocks in the dam’s

M in 18 blocks, height raised to 114.6

62,700 cubic metres of concrete

M SSP authorities say hieight will be up to 121.92 m by June 30.

“We hope and expect the
Prime Minister will be able to
take a decision on or before
July 3 and the decision taken
shallbe placed on record,” said
a'bench of Chief Justice Y K
Sabharwal, Justice K G Balakr-
ishnan and Justice S B Sinha.
The next hearingis on July 7.

The order came after Addi-
tional Solicitor General

Gopal Subramanium told the .

court that the PM had consti-
tuted a panel comprising for-
mer Comptroller and Auditor
General V K Shunglu, ex
JNU Vice Chancellor G K
Chaddha and Convenor of
NGO Loksatta Dr Jay
Prakash Narayan to oversee
the rehabilitation work.

The committee, he said,
had tied up with National
Sample Survey Organisation
;né constituted teams which

uld collect data of the af-

Agreeing with him, the

court observed, “We will also
be in abetter position to know
the facts (by then).” It also
asked “all parties concerned”
to “fully co-operate with the
survey teams” and “not to
cause any obstruction”.

Earlier, NBA  counsel
Shanti Bhushan contended
that as per the earlier SC or-
der, rehabilitation work had to
be completed well in advance
before the dam height was
raised.

However, the ASG pointed
out that the SC order had
thrown up two situations. “If
rehabilitation had to be pari
pasu (simultaneous) the work,

- then it was enough that peo-

ple were resettled by June 30.
But if what the court meant
was that it should be com-
pleted ayear in advance, then

¢ CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



SCrejects
NBA plea |
ondam -

Prime Minister to decide
on matter by July 3 .~
G N

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Court on Monday rejected a plea by
the Narmada Bachao Andalan for halting work on rais-
ing the height of the Sardar Sarovar project from 110
meters to 121 meters. The NBA had prayed for halting
work on the ground that full and effective rehabilita-
tion work had not been carried out as per the court’s
earlier orders before further raising the height.

“We are not inclined to grant the plea,” a three-judge
Bench, headed by Chief Justice
Y.K. Sabharwal, said after hear-
ing out all sides involved in the
matter. The NBA has claimed
that nothing has been done by
way of rehabilitating the proj-
ect-affected families, while the
government of Madhya
Pradesh has claimed that reha-
bilitation work was almost com-

plete. “Only 11 rehabilitation | o o

sites are left. They will be com- g AbSG Gopal
pleted by June 30,” the MP gov- ub rqrptaglilﬁi tth
ernment’s counsel, Harish ;l:\ll rr?alse atthe

Salve, said.

The court took note of the
Union’s plea that no “empirical
data” was available to conclude
either way and instead decided
to await the results of a compre-
hensive survey (to be undertak-
en by the National Sample Sur-
vey Organisation at the insta-
nce of the high-level committee
appointed by the Prime Minis-
ter) on the issue.

The court also took note of
the Union’s submission that the
Prime Minister would take a de-
cision on the matter by July 3,

constituted a
three-member
panel to look into
relief and '
rehabilitation

MW The court hoped
that all parties
concerned would
fully cooperate
and not cause any
obstruction in the
work of the
survey teams

based on the results of the survey and the recommen-
dations of the high-level committee. “Let the Prime
Minister’s decision be placed on record on July 6,” the
Bench directed. The court deferred hearing till July 7.

Appearing for the NBA, senior counsel Shanti Bhu-
shan said the state should have completed the rehabil-
itation work well within June 30, when the court man-
dated one-year notice period for the project’s displaced
to shift to alternative sites lapses.

//
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T&) months after French ship
Clemgnceau was recalled by the French
government, there’s another ship
headed towards Alang and into a swirl
of controversy. ‘

Cruise ship Blue Lady set sail from
Malaysia last Friday. Environment ac-
tivist Greenpeace says it’s all set to launch
afull-fledged campaign against its arrival
on the Indian shores.

This ship was refused by the

After Clemenceau, it’

Blue Lady: In tricky waters

this month. “Indian rules and laws towards
ship-breaking continue to be the same in
spite of the French ship being recalled,”
said Ramapati Kumar, of Greenpeace.

~~—

Blue Lady

For Alang, this ship is 46,000 tannes of
steel to be broken and recycled. Green-
peace says Blue Lady has 900 tonr ies of as-
bestosinits frame.

The owner of this ship was Sta r Cruise
which decided to sell it in 2003 whien there
was an explosion in its boiler. It wias called
S§ Norway. Since then, it hasbee n on the
high seas from Miami to Germ.any and
Malaysia, from one buyer to anotther. The
ship was built by France in the “60s and
considered second to Titanic. An Indian
buyer paid 10 per cent of the cost in 2005
but refrained from getting the shiip whey

the Clernenceau controversy brolke out.

Bangladeshi ship-breaking yard earlier

NDIAN EXPRESS
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Mangrove\aumpfng
angers Malad locals

harti Dubey | TN f \

Mumb

ated along the Malad Link
Road. The permission violates
the Bombay high court order
of October 2005, which bans
any construction within 50 me-
tres of any mangrove.

Khan, who has been ac-
tively involved in the issue,
says, “We noticed that dump-
ing of debris had begun in the
area. Some of the residents,
including my wife Sutapa Sik-
dar, confronted the workers in-
volved. They told them that
they had got the collector’s
clearance to begin work on the
plot. When they were told that
it was in violation of the HC
order and also demanded the

permission order, they showed a copy of the
permission, dated 17-4-2006,” Khan said. “The
residents even approached the police for help
in stopping the work, but nobody took us se-
riously. Instead, we were told that the devel-

OF INfi A

ilmstar Irfan Khan and a group of
activists from Malad are contemplating mov-

ing the courts against Mumbai (suburban) col-
lector S S Zende for granting permission to a
developer to dump debris on mangroves situ-

2

as we know, as

GREENS SEE RED: Activists are
planning to move court against
debris dumping on mangroves

He said it must

4 6 MM 2036

oper had the permlssmn and that the pohcé
could not stop the work,” Khan added. “As faf

per the HC order, the deputy

commissioner of police of every zone has beeli
given the power to stop any construction on
any mangrove. But when we went to them, they
were not even aware of it and refused to even

listen to us.”

The residents then con-
fronted the collector for issu-
ing the permission despite the
HC order. Khan said that the
collector first said that per-
mission had not been granted,
but later cailed the residents
to say that the permission had
been given without his knowl-
edge.

TOI has a copy of the letter
issued from the collector’s of-
fice granting permission to the
Dinshaw trust to begin dump-
ing debris on the mangrove at
Malad. The letter is dated 17-

4-06.
However, when contacted

by TOI, Zende denied giving any permission.

be permission for something

else. “Besides, we have stopped the dumping
since Saturday and will not allow any kind of
construction on mangroves,” he added.
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Cabinet clears draft National _
Environment Policy '] 74

e B
To guide the Government in bringing about regulatory'reforms

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: The National Envi-
ronment Policy (NEP) is intend-
ed to guide the Government in
bringing about regulatory re-
forms, implementation of pro-

grammes and projects for
environmental  conservation,
besides reviewing and enacting
legislation.

The draft policy, cleared by
the Cabinet after two years, has
also been described as a state-
ment of India’s commitment to
making a positive contribution
to international efforts.

The dominant theme of the
policy is to ensure that the live-
lihood of people dependent on
forest products is secured from
conservation than from degra-
dation of the resources.

1t focuses on conservation of
critical  environmental re-

¢ Focuses on conservation
Mcﬂtk;! resources

sources, livelihood security for
the poor, integration of environ-
mental concerns in economic
and social development and ju-
dicious use of the resources.

To achieve sustainable devel-
opment, environmental protec-
tion shall constitute an integral
part of the development process
and cannot be considered in iso-
lation from it.

Review of assessment
Environmental Impact As-

sessment will continue to be the

principal methodology for ap-

L b

Tk

praisal and review of new pro-

jects. The assessment processes

are being revised. Under the new
arrangement, there will be sig-
nificant devolution of powers to
the State/Union Territory level.

It also seeks to revisit the
Coastal Regulation Zone notifi-
cations to make the approach to
coastal environmental regula-
tion more holistic and, thereby,
ensure protection to coastal ec-
ological systems, waters and the
vulnerability of some coastal ar-
eas to extreme natural events
and potential sea level rise. In-
volvement of Panchayati Raj In-
stitutions and urban local bodies
has been highlighted in the draft
NEP that will include capacity
development initiatives. A large-
scale exercise has been complet-
ed for providing inputs towards
a national biodiversity strategy
and action plan.

THE hud




Aamir refuses to apoloé‘l/se f9r 1
statement on dam issue,_.,

“1 am just doing what an average Indian is expected to do”

MUMBAI: Actor Aamir Khan said
| on Thursday that he would not
retract from his demand for re-
habilitation of the people affect-
ed by the Sardar Sarovar dam.
Pro-dam activists in Gujarat
have demanded an apology from
the actor to allow the release of
his film Fanaa in the State on
Friday.

At a press conference here, he
said he had merely demanded
what the Supreme Court had
said on the issue. “Otherwise, let
the Bharatiya Janata Party or
other political parties [who are
demanding his apology] even ask
the Supreme Court to apol-
ogise,” he said.

The film will not be screened
in the BJP-ruled Gujarat, where
theatre owners fear vandalism
from the supporters of the dam.

“Tell me, why should 1 apol-

Aamir Khan talking to
mediapersons in Mumbai
on Thursday. - PHOTO: PTI

ogise? ... [By apologising] I will
let down those who have lost
homes and lands to the dam. ... 1
will not backtrack,” Mr. Khan
said and urged the people of Guj-

arat to support him on the reha-
bilitation issue. “I want to tell
the people of Gujarat that I have
lots of love for them. ... In fact,
the people should join me in tak-
ing up the cause of the displaced
people.” Asserting that he was
not against the construction of
the dam and wanted the people
of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra to have plenty of
water, at the same time he was
also concerned over the people
affected by the project.

The actor said he would con-
tinue to voice his views even if it
harmed his career and business
interests. “I am up against a big
organisation. ..] may get
crushed eventually ... but I will
not back gff.”

Th ollywood star, whose re-
film Rang de Basanti also
an into controversy, however,

7

>
denied that he was being target-
ed just because he was Muslim.

By taking up the rehabilitation
issue, he was doing what an aver-
age Indian was expected to do.
“Am I wrong to take up the poor
man’s issue? No Indian will
think of letting fellow brethren
to lose home, land, and bread
and butter.”

Without naming the BJP, Mr, .

Khan said the atmosphere in
Gujarat, which led to film dis-
tributors deciding not to release
“Fanaa,” sent out a message that
“this” political party did not be-
lieve in democracy, and did not
want to help poor farmers and
rehabilitate them.

Meanwhile, the Film and TV
Producers Guild flayed the “ex-
tra constitutional” forces dis-
rupting the exhibition of films. —
PTI



Dead

Indonesia Rock
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THOUSANDS HURT
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Yogyakarta: A powerful earth-
quake flattened buildings and
homes in the densely-populat-
ed Indonesian island of Java
early Saturday morning, killing
over 2900 people and injuring
thousands more in the coun-
try’s worst disaster since the
2004 tsunami.

Most people were asleep
when the magnitude 6.2 quake
struck near the ancient city of
Yogyakarta at 5.54 am, causing
death and damage in many
nearby towns. Nine hours after

the quake struck, the number
of dead stood at 2914, said Di-
revan, an official in the social
affairs ministry’s task force of-
fice. According to him,
two-thirds of the fatalities oc-
curred in the devastated dis-
trict of Bantul.

Activity picked up close to
Mount Merapi, one of the
world’s most active volcanoes,
and a geologist warned that the
temblor could still spark a large
eruption. In hardest it Bantul
district, rescuers tyfed to pull

A e,

vy &J
AS QUAKE MEASURING 6.2 WR/'EIB(S HAVOC AROUND JAVA
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(Clockwise from left) An injured boy waits with his father outside a hospital in the ancient
rayal and tourist centre of Yegyakarta where over 250 died in the tremor; Residents try to

remove the rubble on top of their car in the centrgl Java city; A baby who survived the mighty
4 temblor perhaps wondering where's the place she once called her h

ome

bodies from the rubble as resi-
dents started digging mass
graves, rows of corpses await-
ing burial beneath the blazing
sun. “The numbers just keep
rising,” said Arifin Muhadi of
the Indonesian Red Cross,
adding that nearly 2,900 people
were hurt.

The roofs of homes caved in,
and hotels and government
buildings collapsed. Roads and
bridges were destroyed, hin-
dering efforts to shift the
wounded to hospitals. In some

areas, phone lines also were cut.

President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono has ordered the
army to help evacuate the vic-
tims even as panicked residents
ran into the smouldering
streets, many clutching young
children. He said he would head
for the disaster zone in central
Java province in the day. Ac-
cording to officials, about 370
houses were destroyed in one
district alone,

Meanwhile, doctors were
seen to be struggling to treat the

THE TIMES OF IND 2
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injured, hundreds of whom were
lying on plastic sheets, straw
mats and even newspapers out-
side overcrowded hospitals,
some hooked to intravenous
drips dangling from trees.

“We need help here,” said
Kusmarwanto of Bantul ;
Muhammadiyah Hospital, the
closest hospital to the quake’s |
epicentre. Kusmarwanto
claimed that his hospital alone ;
had 39 bodies. acencies H
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T'm not against
#*Gujarat or,
o dam Aamir

New Delhi: Bollywood star Aamir Khan,
whose film Fanaa has been stalled out in Gu-
jarat due to protests by BJPactivists over his
alleged comments on the Narmada dam and
the BJP government’s handling of the Vado-
dara riots, has said he is neither against the
Sardar Sarovar dam project nor the state.
“The BJP is saying I'm against the dam
and against Gujarat, but I'm not against the
dam. What I'm saying is that the people who
have been affected by the dam should be re-
habilitated,” Aamir said in an interviewtoa
TV channel. Rubbishing the BJP’s charges of
being anti-Gujarat, the actor said, “I have
nothing against the state of Gujarat. I have
only love in my heart for the people of Gu-
jarat and I would like to ask them what is
wrong if I speak in favour of the people of
Gujarat who were affected by the Narmada
project and about their rehabilitation? Giv-
en a second chance I would say the same thing
again. There is no need to target me because
this is a democracy and
in a democracy every
person has the right to
say what he feels.” -
Refusing to comment
on Gujarat chief minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s
role in the protests that
led to distributors re-
fusing to screen Fanaa,
he said, “The BJP which -
is upset with me at this
point of time is an ex-
tremely powerful entity

and I'm completely
aware of that. But the
kind of personIam, I
would like to do what 1
believe in and in the
process if I get harmed
then so be it. I can’t
change what I feel. I
can’t change how I am.
I will write to the film
association and I am
sure they are aware of
what is happening and

| would like
to do what |
believe in
and in the
process if |
get harmed
then so be
it. 1 can’t
change
what | feel

certainly in the coming or how l am
days 1 would see what
action they are taking.”
; Undeterred by the claims, the BJP
i on Saturday accused actor him of defaming
the organisation and demanded he apologise
for his comments on the party. BJP cultural
* cell co-convenor Gajendra Chauhan and par-
ty spokesman Prakash Javadekar, however, de-
nied the party had called for a boycott of Fanaa.
And amidst the protests in Gujarat against
Fanaa, Union 1&B minister Priyaranjan Das-
munshi asked the Gujarat government to re-
frain from mixing politics with cinema, say-
ing freedom of speech and expression was
guaranteed by the constitution. “I can only
say that it will be an injustice to art and (we
should) let the people decide on the film,” Das-
munshi said. acencies
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¢  in Indonesia.sv
1 things have second birth; The earthquake is
ot satisfied at once,” wrote William Word-
worth in The Prelude. Nobody understands
his better than the people of Indonesia, the
world’s largest archipelago. Located on the ‘Ring of Fire’ —
an arc of volcanoes and fault lines that encircles the Pacific
basin - temblors are born here with catastrophic frequency.
The magnitude 6.3 earthquake in the heart of densely pop-
ulated Java, which has killed more than 5000 people and
injured thousands of others, is the country’s worst disaster
since the 2004 tsunami. As in any natural disaster of this
scale, the first priorities are to bury the dead, treat the
injured, and provide shelter to the homeless. UNICEF has
estimated that the heaving earth could have displaced up to
200,000 people from their homes, a crisis made worse by
torrential rain. A calamity of this magnitude must evoke a
global response that delivers relief swiftly and rehabilitation
effectively. Despite pledges for millions of dollars, emergen-
cy aid has seemed slow in coming. As Indonesia struggles to
cope with the enormity of the human calamity, there are
worries that the worst may not be over. Activity at Mount
Merapi volcano, which has been spewing smoke and lava for
weeks, has increased sharply after the earthquake, raising
fears of a major eruption.

Earthquakes and active volcanoes are common in In-
donesia, which is located in one of the most seismically
active regions in the world — a place where a number of
tectonic plates jostle with one another. The monster earth-
quake that triggered the tsunami of December 2004 oc-
curred off the coast of Sumatra in northern Indonesia. Since
then, there have been more than a dozen earthquakes ex-
ceeding magnitude 6 in and around the archipelago. The
most recent one appears to have occurred at the fault where
the tectonic plate bearing Australia slips under the tectonic
plate carrying Eurasia. It is a sad fact that despite tremen-
dous technological advances in the field of seismology,
earthquake prediction has proved elusive. As earthquake-
prone Japan has demonstrated, the key in such a situation is
preparedness. This means constructing buildings that in-
corporate earthquake resistant features (in terms of materi-
al used and design) and ensuring that important
infrastructure projects such as power plants and bridges can
withstand the strongest temblors. The havoc wrought in
Java - where bridges have been destroyed and thousands of
homes reduced to rubble — suggests that this is a lesson
Indonesia must take to heart. So for that matter must India.
It was only seven months ago that a powerful earthquake
devastated parts of Kashmir. Experts believe the ‘strain’
accumulated by plate movements along some sections of the
Himalayas could result in a great earthquake in this region.
Humankind obviously cannot prevent this from happening;
but it can — and must — act in advance to mitigate the
impact.
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NBA: suspend ﬂ

construction «* a

Disputes States' contention on rehef N%’

| J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: The project-affected
families have pleaded before the
Supreme Court to order suspen-
sion of the construction work on
raising the height of the Sardar
Sarovar dam from 110.64 metres
t0 121.92 metres as recommend-
ed by the Narmada Control Au-
thority (NCA).

In a rejoinder, the applicants
whose cause is being espoused
by the Narmada Bachao Ando-
lan, strongly refuted the conten-
tion of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat
and Maharashtra on the relief
and rehabilitation (R and R) pro-
vided to them. They said that the
decision of the NCA at its meet-
ing on March 8 recommending
the raising of the height of the
dam was in violation of the or-
ders passed by the apex court
from time to time.

The applicants took exception
to the repeated references made
to the NBA in the affidavits filed
by the three States and said such
a reference was objectionable.
Any attempt made in this man-
ner could not dilute the respon-
sibility of the States to comply
with R and R within the time
frame in letter and spirit as per
the Narmada award and the
judgments of the apex court. The
Madhya Pradesh government
should focus on the rehabilita-
tion of oustees rather than to
distract from the issue at hand.

They said that resettlement
and rehabilitation were not a

C\\

mere game of numbers, it had a
live content, dealing with peo-
ple, families and children up-
rooted and had to be actually
rehabilitated at least with mini-
mum facilities. The action of the
State in offering uncultivable
land or cash compensation had
to be viewed as merely a cover to
facilitate increase in the dam
height. The claim of MP that it
had fulfilled the R and R was not
correct as such rehabilitation
had been done in clear violation
of the award and the apex court
judgments.

On the stand of Gujarat that
raising the dam height would re-
sult in development, they said
that oustees whose lands and
houses were taken had suffered
in this process and any devel-
opment at their cost could not be
said to be development in the
true sense. They pointed out
that Gujarat had planned to pro-
vide drinking water to all the vil-
lages by 2002; however, it had
not been able to achieve this till
date because Gujarat had been
unable to put the required deliv-
ery system in place and not be-
cause of lack of availability of
water from the Sardar Sarovar
project.

THE HisLU



Ministry report
nails claims on
rehabilitation

36,921 families wgtybe affected f)f’)\l\

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: A Sardar Sarovar Pro-
ject Status Report by the Union
Water Resources Ministry sub-
mitted to the Prime Minister’s
Office on March 22, 2006 — after
Narmada Bachao Andolan activ-
ists went on an indefinite dharna
here — nails the claims of the
States concerned on the rehabil-
itation of dam displaced fam-
ilies.

The report reveals that 36,921
families would be affected in 226
villages by the raised height of
the Narmada dam in Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Maharash-
tra. Even at the existing height of
110.62 metres, 27,934 families
were affected in 186 villages in
the three States. The Hindu has
obtained the report exclusively.

The strange thing is that even
when the Centre was armed with
this crucial, authentic informa-
tion, it sought to put the burden
of proving the numbers of dis-
placed families on the Narmada
Bachao Andolan. The NBA had
protested raising the height of
the Narmada dam as they said
that about 35,000 displaced
families between the heights of
110.62 mts. and 121.92 mts. re-
mained to be rehabilitated,

The official-level Narmada
Control Authority permitted the
Gujarat Government to raise the
dam’s height from 110.62 mts.
and 121.92 mts. on March 8,
based on the rehabilitation re-
ports submitted by the States
concerned.

F The Status Report reveals that
of the 27,934 families affected at
110.62 mts., 3,578 were in Guj-
arat, 2,663 in Maharashtra and
21,693 in Madhya Pradesh. At
the next height 0f 121.92 metres,
4,726 families in Gujarat, 3,453

ELgve

o Centre sought to put the
burden of proving the
numbers on the NBA

» Gujarat has spent only
Rs. 10,918 crore till
December 2005 on
rehabilitation

in Maharashtra and 28,742 in
Madhya Pradesh were affected.

It clearly shows that 13,233
families remained to be reset-
tled in Madhya Pradesh at 110.62
mts and 11,638 families at the
proposed 121.92 mts. However,
in its application filed in the Su- |
preme Court on April 17, the \
Centre claimed that all the af-
fected families till 121.92 mts.
had been resettled in the three
States.

The Narmada tribunal award
and the Supreme Court orders
have held that families facing
submergence should be rehabil-
itated at least six months ahead
of raising the dam height i.e. by
December 31, 2005.

The report says of the Rs.
20,546 crore spent on the pro-
ject by December 2005, the Cen-
tre had provided Rs. 4,302.75
crore to Gujarat under the Ac-
celerated Irrigation Benefit Pro-
gramme including Rs. 226.50 1
crore as grant. Other project
beneficiary States including
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan together contrib-
uted Rs. 5,240 crore. In effect,
therefore, Gujarat has spent on-
ly Rs. 10,918 crore till December,
2005.

The NBA has demanded sus-
pension dam construction till
the rehabilitation of the dis-
placed families was completed
as per the law and ngt’by cash
compensation.

THE HINGU
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T he Prime Minister’s decision to constitute a three-

)’

member Sardar Sarovar Project Relief and Reha-
bilitation Oversight Group follows the Supreme
Court’s authorisation to him to act in the matter.
The Oversight Group, consisting of V.K. Shungly, retired
Comptroller and Auditor General of India, GK. Chadha,
former Vice-Chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru University,
and Jayaprakash Narayan, convenor of Loksatta, has been
given a fairly ambitious target to meet within three months.
1t is supposed to ascertain how many families will be affect-
ed by the raised height of the dam on the basis of reports .
prepared by the Madhya Pradesh Government and estimate
through sample checks whether project affected families
have received the full rehabilitation and resettlement (R&R)
package, whether alternative land has been given to eligible
oustees in “a fair and transparent manner,” and whether
those oustees not wanting the land have willingly accepted
the M.P. Government’s Special Rehabilitation Package. It
has also been asked to determine by when all the rehabil-
itation, resettlement, and civic amenities will be in place,
and to recommend a system so that those affected “by the
increase of the height of the dam to 121.92 metres receive,
within the next three months, the benefit of the Relief and
Rehabilitation package...” The last point of reference sug-
gests that the Government views raising the dam height as a
fait accompli. It seems to be taking the position that even if
R&R is not satisfactory, work on the dam will not be stopped.
In the long and troubled history of the construction of the
Sardar Sarovar dam, the problem has never been the ab-
sence of data and assessments; rather it has been their
credibility. While the Narmada Bachao Andolan has one set
of figures, the Madhya Pradesh Government has another.,
Even if neither is entirely accurate, the numbers of people to
be affected by submergence have been consistently under-
estimated at every stage by all the three States concerned —
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, and particularly
the last. At this late stage, when the work on the dam
continues and submergence is inevitable in the next three
months, revisiting the question of numbers yet again is
pointless especially because the problems of resettling thou-
sands of families are already evident. Furthermore, by giving
the Group the task of addressing the problems only in
Madhya Pradesh, the Centre is letting Maharashtra off the
hook. A government-commissioned report has shown that
as many as 1,174 project-affected families in Maharashtra
are to be resettled and this number could increase as the
Grievance Redressal Authority has several thousand appeals
pending before it. This report has also stated that the Mah-
arashtra Government is ill prepared to deal with submer-
gence at the raised height of the dam. The only reasonable
course would be to stop work, address the already-known
problems of rehabilitation seriously, and then resume con-
struction.
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The Legacy of Chernobyl _ .-,

actually happened at
/X J Chernobyl? Chernobyl is
in the Ukraine, close to the

_ border with Belarus, and is the site
of the world’s worst nuclear acci-
dent. The very name is synonymous
with radioactive fallout, nuclear
contamination and long-term dam-
age to human health and the envi-
ronment.

~ The disaster Qccurred in the early

hours of 26 April 1986 at

+ Chernobyl’s reactor number four.

Prior to a routine shutdown, the

reactor crew prepared for a test to

determine how long turbines would

spin and supply power, following a

loss of the main electrical power

supply.

Operators deliberately disabled a
safety mechanism designed to shut
down the reactor automatically ~ a
measure that contributed to the
subsequent disaster. As the flow of
coolant water fell, the power output
increased. When the crew tried to
shut down the reactor in its increas-
ingly unstable condition, there was

a dramatic power surge which

caused the fuel elements to rupture.

A steam explosion lifted off the
cover plate of the reactor, releasing
radioactive material into the atmos-
" phere ~ there was no strengthened
containment shell built around the
. reactor as is the case with nuclear
power stations in the West.

A second explosion blew out frag-
ments of burning fuel and graphite
from -the reactor’s core. A subse-
quent inrush of air caused the reac-
tor’s hot graphite core to burst into
flames. Fire-fighters could not put it
out for nine days. During this time,
huge quantities of radioactive
material were released, amounting
to somewhere between 20 and 400
times the fallout from the
Hiroshima nuclear bomb.

- How many people died? This is
° the biggest and most contentious
question. The radioactive plume
spread across most of Europe ~ the
world outside the former Seviet
Union first heard of the disaster a
couple of days later when a nuclear

It's been two cﬁ\"'\
decades since
the world’s worst
nuclear accident
took place.

STEVE CONNOR
takes stock of
the situation

power station in Sweden raised the
alarm as a radioactive plume passed
overhead.

Three people died immediately
as a result of the explosion and a
further 20 died within a few weeks
of the disaster after receiving very
high doses of radiation. These were
all Chernobyl staff and emergency
personnel fighting the fire. Nineteen
more workers died between 1987
and 2004 from various causes
thought to be related to acute radia-
tion poisoning,. ‘

What is less clear is how many
people beyond the facility died as a
result of the fallout. Studies have
clearly documented a rise in thyroid
cancers, particularly among the
young, who are particularly vulner-
able. Radioactive iodine in contam-

inated milk is concentrated by the

thyroid gland which can develop
cancer as a resuit.

To date, more than 4,000 cases of
thyroid cancer in Belarus, Ukraine
and parts of Russia are directly
attributable to the release of
radioactive iodine from Chernobyl:

Thyroid cancer is easily treated, but -

it can be lethal, and 15 people have
so far died of the disease in the area
affected by Chernobyl.

A study by the Chernobyl Forum,.
a group of about 100 scientists
drawn together by the United

Nations, estimates that up to 4,000
people may ultimately die from the
Chernobyl fallout. But-the::group
says there may be an .additional

~ 5,000 radiation-related death$ in

the heavily contaminated regions.

Another study by Elizabeth Cardis
of the International Agency for
Research on Cancer in Lyon esti-
mates that there may be as many as
16,000 radiation-related deaths in
the whole of Europe due to the
Chernobyl fallout.

But isnt this far fewer than we
were led to believe? Quite. Some
environmentalists have played up
the scale of the disaster, saying that
hundreds of thousands of people
are dying or will die as a result.
Some early predictions were based
on all deaths in the affected region,
whether or not they could have

_been caused by radiation.

One problem is trying to assess
the health dangers of very low levels
of radiation ~ the sort of level that
people can be exposed to from nat-
ural sources. The other is trying to
disentangle the rise in health prob-
lems associated with the collapse of
the Soviet Union, as well as the
enforced evacuation of people from
the “exclusion zone.” The psycho-
logical impact of Chernobyl, and its

corresponding effect on the physi- -

cal health of those directly affected,
have probably contributed to the
general malaise of the farnilies in
the area.

Did Ronald Réagan say that
Chernobyl was predicted in the
Bible? It is alleged he did, because
the Ukrainian word “chornobyl” is
the name of a plant that is a close
botanical cousin of wormwood,
which is a biblical symbol for sor-
row and calamity. Wormwood is
also a sign of the Apocalypse in the
Book of Revelations. The Soviet
authorities tried to debunk the story
soon after it cropped up but it
would have had better stuccess by
pointing out that the chornobyl

plant is Artemisia vulgaris, whereas _

wormwood proper is Artemisia
absinthium.

THE STATE‘SMAH

Does anythmg live within the
exclusionn zone? Yes, wildlife has
flourished within the 30-kilometre
zone where residents were evacuat-
ed in 1986. In simple terms, this is
because human actvities such as
farming are more damaging to
wildlife than radioactive fallout.

The American-Ukrainian author
Mary Mycio, whose book
Wormwood Forest documents the
return of wildlife to Chernobyl, said

~ that she was shocked to discover on

her first visit to the zone that it was
teeming with rare animals and
plants, including eagles, moose,
deer, wild boar and 250 species of
birds. Ms Mycio said: “I've seen
wolves in broad daylight and once
even heard the bark of an endan-
gered lynx, a species which disap-
peared from the area long before
the disaster.”

So what is the legacy of
Chernobyl? 1t is still the world’s
worst nuclear disaster. Tens of thou-
sands of lives have been blighted by
the events on 26 April 1986, and
many thousands more will contin-
ue to suffer or die as a result of the
long-term effects of radioactive
contamination. Others have been
affected by the “paralysing fatalism”
of living near the world’s most noto-
rious nuclear accident. (

Chernobyl marked a moment
when the public were made to
realise the inherent dangers of gen-
erating electricity from nuclear fis-
sion. Many countries stopped
building new nuclear reactors as a
result of the accident.

Some areas of Europe, such as
hilltop sheep farms of North Wales,

.are still feeling the effects of radioac-

tive contamination 20 years after it
fell from the sky.

Chernobyl’s reactor number four
may have suffered uniquely from a
flawed design, poor personnel
training and bad crisis manage-
ment, but it still represents a stark
warning about the inherent dangers

_of generating power using nuclear

energy.
l’l‘he Independent

.



Chernobyl disaster haunts

thousands, 20 year%later

€
et
MOSCOW: When Marina Khuto-
nos (14) was offered to undergo
medical tests in Moscow to
check for symptoms of Cherno-
byl-related diseases, her mother
readily agreed.

The trip from Bryansk, 380
km south-west from Moscow,
and all other expenses were paid
for by the NTV television sta-
tion, whose team picked the girl
at random for a film they were
shooting to mark the 20th anni-
versary of the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster.

The Chernobyl reactor explo-
sion on April 26, 1986 spewed
radiation across northern Uk-
raine, western Russia, Belarus
and northern Europe.

The Bryansk Region on the
border with Ukraine was the
worst contaminated territory in
Russia, and authorities declared
dozens of towns and villages in
the region, including the one
where Marina was born six years
after Chernobyl and where she
still Yives with her mother today,

Vladimir Radyuhin

{or rea

i

| o
not fit for habitation. ()

However only a handful of vil-
lages have been actually evac-
uated for lack of funds.

Initial tests in Moscow con-
firmed the diagnosis Marina had
been given back in Bryansk: the
girl had excessive levels of stron-
tium and cesium, but was not
suffering from thyroid problem
or any other specific ailments
linked to radiation.

Further tests

However, further tests
showed Marina had a life-
threatening heart condition.
Surgeons who operated Marina
at Russia’s premium Bakulev
clinic said they could not say for

sure whether Marina’s heart

vrablem wag divertly rolatad +n
high radiation levels, Dut” sug-

gested the girl should move to
live in a safer region.

Medical specialists predict
that radiation-caused diseases
in contaminated regions will
peak in another five years.

Russia’s chief sanitary inspec-
tor Gennady Onishchenko, ex-

,‘* -
h’!’ !“\'Tn. '

‘Diseases in contaminated regions will peak in another five years

pects the number of thyroid !
cancer cases in the Bryansk re-
gion will double by 2010.

The incidence of cancer i :
region is already 10 to 15 per cent
higher than the national aver-
age. Dr. Onishchenko told a
news conference in Moscow that
almost 1.5 million persons still
live in the 4,343 small towns and
villages in Russia polluted by
Chernobyl.

Russian veterinary sources
said more than 50 per cent of
food products in the Bryansk Re-
gion are contaminated.

Residents also widely con-
sume mushrooms, berries, and
game from the heavily irradiated
forests. After Marina spent a
month in Moscow her levels of

by half thanks to radiation-clean

food. Doctors said the girl would
get rid of all traces of radiation if
she could stay on such a diet at
least for two months every year.
Marina’s mother can neither
afford to buy clean food, nor
does she have the means to re-
settle from her polluted village.



Cleaning up after

Chernobyl
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A report on the clean-up, the false medical
records, the communities that refused to leave
and the continuing cost to people and the planet.

John Vidal

N APRIL 26,1986, Konstantin Ta-

tuyan, a Ukrainian radio engineer,
was horrified when Reactor No 4 in the
Chernobyl nuclear power complex ex-
ploded, caught fire, and for the next 10
days spewed the equivalent of 400 Hi-
roshima bombs’ worth of radioactivity
across 388,000 sq km of Europe and
beyond. He was just married, and he
and his young family lived in the town
of Chernobyl, just a few miles from the
reactor.

Like 120,000 people, the family was
evacuated, but Mr. Tatuyan volun-
teered to become a “liquidator,” to help
with the clean-up, believing that his
knowledge of radiation could save not
just him but many of the 200,000
young soldiers and others who were
rushed in from all over the Soviet
Union. “We felt we had to do it,” he
says. “Who else, if not us, would do it?”

Mr. Tatuyan spent the next seven
years in charge of 5,000 mostly young
army reservists — drafted in from
Azerbaijan, Lithuania, Chechnya, Ka-
zakhstan, and elsewhere in what was
the Soviet Union — working 22 days
on, eight days off, digging great holes,
demolishing villages, dumping high-
level waste, monitoring hot spots, test-
ing the water, cleaning railway lines
and roads, decontaminating ground
and travelling throughout some of the
most radioactive regions of Ukraine,
Belarus, and southern Russia.

He survived the worst environment
disaster in history, he says, because he
knew the danger and could monitor
the radioactivity that varied from yard
to yard and from village to village de-
pending on where the plume descend-
ed to ground level, and on where the
deadly bits of graphite from the core of
the reactor were carried by the wind.
He took precautions.

What he saw in those years, he says,
appalled him: young men dying for
want of the simplest information about
exposure to radiation; the wide-scale
falsification of medical histories by the
Soviet army and the disappearance of
people’s records so the state would not
have to compensate them; the whole-
sale looting of evacuated houses and
abandoned churches; the haste and
carelessness with which the concrete
“sarcophagus” was erected over the
stricken reactor; and, above all, the
horror of seeing land almost twice the
size of Britain contaminated, with
thousands of  villages made
uninhabitable.

It was sometimes surreal, he says.
He had people beg him to leave their
homes or villages contaminated be-
cause that would guarantee them a
pension; he recalls how several car-
riages of radioactive animal carcasses
travelled for five years around the Sovi-
et Union being rejected by every state,
returning to Chernobyl to be buried —
train and all. He helped fill a 10 sq km
dump with radioactive lorries, cement
mixers, trains and helicopters. He
knows where the Chernobyl bodies are
buried, he says, because he was the
gravedigger. “We made up the re-
sponse as we went along,” he says. “It
was hell.”

Mr. Tatuyan has now retired, an in-
valid. He says he surely saved many

lives and made great parts of the Uk-
raine semi-habitable, but the price is a
heart condition, an enlarged thyroid,
diabetes, pains in the right side of his
body, breathing difficulties and head-
aches. But he is optimistic and, like
several million people across Ukraine,
Belarus, and southern Russia, says he
now looks at his life in terms of the
time before and after Chernobyl. Most
of his team of liquidators are dead; the
rest, like him, are ill.

Mr. Tatuyan is now 56, and his chil-
dren and country are proud of him. For
him, the effect of the radiation on the
environment was shocking.

More than 500 km from Chernobyl,
the peasant farmers of the village of
Boudimca, one of the most affected in
Ukraine, refuse to leave, despite the
fact that many of their children are
suffering from acute radiation diseas-
es. Every child in Boudimca has a thy-
roid problem — known as the
“Chernobyl necklace.” The villagers
are attached to the land. “We would
prefer to die in our own land rather
than go somewhere else and not sur-
vive,” says Valentina Molchanovich,
one of whose daughters is in hospital in
Vilne with radiation sickness. “We un-
derstand the paradox, but we prefer to
stay.”

Though they live simple lives — each
family has a cow, ducks, and a few
chickens — they suffer all the ailments
of stressed out western executives:
high blood pressure, headaches, dia-
betes and respiratory problems. They
know that the berries and the mush-
rooms they have always lived on are
contaminated. “We are just so used to
living here,” says Ms. Molchanovich.
“My parents lived here. We build our
houses together. We are a very tight
community.”

Situation worsening

“Everyone who helped on the clean
up is now ill,” says Tatiana, a senior
doctor at the Dispensary for Radiologi-
cal Protection at Rivne. “The situation
is worsening. In 1985, we had four
lymph cancers a year. Now we have
seven times that many. We have be-
tween five and eight people a year with
rare bone cancers, when we never had
any. We expect more cancers, and ill
health. One in three pregnancies here
are malformed. We are overwhelmed.”

A doctor in the local region’s chil-
dren’s hospital says: “The children
born to the people who cleaned up
Chernobyl are dying very young. We
are finding Caesium and Strontium in
breast mitk and the placenta. More
children now have leukaemias, and
there has been a quadrupling of spina
bifida cases. There are more clusters of
cancers. Children are being born with
stunted growth and dwarf torsos, with-
out thighs. I would expect more of this
over the years.”

Mr. Tatuyan is now an environmen-
talist, convinced that nuclear power is
no answer. “I go to the forest with
friends to care for the deer,” he says.
On Wednesday night, he and the other
liquidators will meet and celebrate the
20 years. “When we meet we make the
same toast. We say: ‘Let’s meet again
alive.”” — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2006



/nter- -linking of rivers only

through consensus, says Soz”™

p\

“Precious resource like water has to be shared by everyone”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: Union Water Resources
Minister Saifuddin Soz has stressed
the need for a broad understanding
and consensus for tackling water relat-
ed problems including the inter-link-
ing of rivers.

During the 22nd annual general
meeting of the National Water Devel-
opment Agency (NWDA), Mr. Soz told
irrigation representatives from vari-
ous States that the country was “one”
and the precious natural resource like
water had to be shared for the benefit
of eyeryone.

He recalled the signing of the histor-
ic tripartite Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Water
Resources Ministry, the States of Ut-
tar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh in
the presence of the Prime Minister
last August for preparation of a De-
tailed Project Report. The NWDA is
involved in making feasibility reports
on the 30 proposed links under the
inter-linking of rivers programme.

Underscoring the need for arriving
at a similar understanding between
various States for prioritising river
links, Mr Soz said the couptry had to
move from “divergence”uﬂ) “conver-

L et

'\‘,-.'_,?C

Umon Mzmster for Water Resources Sa(fuddm Soz at the General
Meeting of National Water Development Agency Society in New
Delhi on Tuesday. ~ PHOTO: ANU PUSHKARNA

gence” for achieving results. Fourteen
links of peninsular component had
been placed on the official website of
the NWDA and efforts would be made
to place these reports in regional lan-
guages soon. The Minister also em-

phasised the need to involve NGOs in
spreadmg the message for water con-
servation.

For this a massive campaign would
be launched and, vﬂlagg e.ldgr; wguld

be involved.
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Manmohan sets up pane

Vo\I
Three-member committee to look into rehabilitation of dis\ﬁa\zd people ¢,

BERLIN: Prime Minister Manmo-

han Singh has set up a three-

member committee headed by

the former Comptroller and Au-
- diter General of India, VK.
Shunglu, to go into the relief and
rehabilitation of the people af-
fected by the Sardar Sarovar
Project.

The committee, comprising
J.P. Narain, convener of the
NGO, Lok Satta, and G.K. Chad-
ha, former vice-chancellor of Ja-
waharlal Nehru University, as
members, would have a tenure
of three months from the date it
takes charge, Dr. Singh’s media
adviser Sanjaya Baru said.

The committee has

-

been

asked to conduct sample surveys
to ascertain the status of rehabil-
itation and gather facts such as
the total number of families af-
fected by the submergence.

It would also go into the issue
of the total number of families
who have not received relief and
rehabilitation as per norms, ver-
ify whether alternative land was
offered to the oustees, and
whether it was true that those
who did not take land did so vol-
untarily.

The committee has been
asked to recommend a system to
ensure that all families who
would be affected by the sub-
mergence when the dam height

israised to 121.92 metres receive
relief within three months ac-
cording to the norms laid down
by the Narmada award, the Su-

. preme Court and the Grievances

Redressal Authority set up by
the Madhya Pradesh Govern-
ment.

Recently, Narmada Bachao
Andolan leader Medha Patkar
went on a 20-day fast demand-
ing rehabilitation of the affected
people. — PTI

Treaty on legal assistance

UNI reports from Hannover:

Pledging to continue close
cooperation in the fight against
terrorism, India and Germany

THE HINDU
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have decided to start negotia
tions on a treaty on mutual lega
assistance in criminal matters
and called for comprehensive re-
form of the United Nations Se- :
curity Council.

In ajoint statement, the coun- '

tries said they would continue

cooperating to pursue an agree-
ment in the U.N. on the compre- -
hensive convention against
international terrorism.

“Both sides agree to continue
close cooperation in the fight
against terrorism, both through
regular bilateral consultations
and cooperation in the muitiiat-
eral context,” the statement
said.
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Aggravating gf
,ﬁ\\ the delay ",

t a time when the four riparian States were expect-

A ing the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal to com-
L plete the work and give the final award, the

proceedings have taken an unfortunate turn. At
the instance of two of its members, the Tribunal, by a 2:1
decision, requested the Government of India to set up an
experts’ committee to study and provide information on
crop patterns and water requirements of the States. It was
significant that the chairman’s was the dissenting note.
After 16 long years, if the Tribunal did not have the relevant
information or could not assess the requirements, it is a sad
reflection on the proceedings and casts doubts on the wil-
lingness and the capacity of the Tribunal to deliver any
verdict at all. If it was unable to discharge the onerous task
entrusted to it, the Tribunal or its members could have
certainly said so much earlier, instead of waiting till the
very end. Whatever their views on the Tribunal, all the
States have criticised this decision to call for another com-
mittee. It has raised serious questions about the internal
equations in the Tribunal as also its effective and credible
functioning. The question also arises as to what happens if
the final award turns out to be a divided verdict of its three
members, who seem to be adopting divergent approaches.
The internal divisions had come to the fore even in 2004,
when the chairman ruled that a visit at that juncture to the
riparian States by the other two members was unnecessary,
even a waste of money.

In its 16 years of existence, the Tribunal has had over 570
days of hearings and has compiled documents, submissions,
and statements from all States and individuals, including
experts, who appeared before it. Is it possible that the
details that two of the members are now seeking are not
available in these documents? The Tribunal chairman, N.P.
Singh, has raised this issue in his dissent. The ways of the
Tribunal are not only a matter of concern to the riparian
States but also tend to undermine what little faith States
and farmers have in this institution. In the absence of a
proper implementing mechanism, there are always serious
questions about how the awards of a Tribunal can be imple-
mented. The non-implementation of the interim award of
the Cauvery Tribunal, which was announced way back in
1991, has itself caused much concern and eroded the cred-
ibility of the entire exercise. If a final award is delayed
further and, on top of it, there is no guarantee that it will be
implemented, the States will lose faith in tribunals. As it is,
the disputant States look to the rains for a way out, and the
dispute is hostage to the vagaries of the monsoon. The
Tamil Nadu Government has already decided to move the
Supreme Court to get the Tribunal to withdraw these or-
ders and come out with its final award soon. The Tribunal’s
latest decision is indeed unfortunate and correction brooks
no delay.
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Araffic Blights \f

%{' ndian cities getting choked b\
('  with vehicular pollution %A

C HOKING, smarting, coughing Delhiites had resigned them-
selves to the deathly burden of foul air as an expected cost |
‘of development and mobility. It was only when the Delhi-based
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) started a people’s
movement against dirty transport that the courts and the
government got galvanised into instituting strict regulation to
ensure vehicular emissions control. With Euro-II emissions
standards for cars and the conversion of buses and auto
rickshaws from diesel to compressed natural gas (CNG), an
asphyxiated Delhi began to breathe freely once again, becoming
a role model city However, one swallow does not make a
summer. A CSE study on the quality of air in our cities
released recently reveals that the current mobility paradigm
that hard sells cars as a “lifestyle of wealth and freedom” is
proving to be expensive for the environment and public health
in upcoming small towns of India. In fact, even Delhi’s air
quality seems to have deteriorated in recent weeks as revealed
by the pollution-watch graph that is telecast daily.

Aspiring small-town India and the big metros are faced
with increasing numbers of personal cars on the roads. In
fact, if the Supreme Court had not intervened to introduce
cleaner fuels and emissions technology in Delhi, the city’s air
pollution load wouid have been 38 times more than what it is
today. Not surprising, since Delhi has 17 per cent of cars in
India — “more than the total number of cars in Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and West Bengal” individually. Worse,
diesel-run cars are gaining in popularity as a way to cut
running costs. Expanding towns should “leapfrog” to clean
vehicle technology and fuels — this is now both feasible and
affordable — instead of going the way today’s cities did :
earlier for lack of awareness and choice. It is not enough :
to enforce newer emissions standards in new vehicles;
retrofitting of old vehicles should be done to bring them on
par with the latest. Hiking the price of diesel is one way
to discourage diesel-run personal vehicles — the monetary
cost would be negligible when compared to health costs,
otherwise. To make mobility more affordable, and to :
ease traffic congestion and pollution, car pools should be
encouraged. An adeguate and green bus service system is
a must for every growing town or city.
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Panic among ecologists as

274 water bodies go dry .

’ N")\
‘Situation is worst in parts of South-West and North-West Delhi’ v

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI: Caught be-
tween acute shortage of water
and plummeting groundwater
levels, this latest report on the
status of water bodies in the
Capital does not read well for its
citizens, Of the listed 611 water
bodies in Delhi, 337 are wet
while a whopping 274 have been
declared diy.

What is worse is that of the
274 that have gone dry, the Cap-
ital has lost 190 water bodies for-
ever as they cannot be revived.
To be sure, so bad is the condi-
tion that even in the forest areas
two of the five water bodies can-
not be revived.

These figures have caused

panic among environmentalists
because surface water bodies are
essential to maintain groundwa-
ter levels. They also play a piv-
otal role in contributing to
maintaining sound environmen-
tal and climatic conditions of the
region. Tampering with this sys-
tem also means breaking a chain
of existing water systems in the
area,

“Water bodies are part of the
natural water chain on which is
dependent an entire eco-system
and once these natural catch-
ments and reservoirs are de-
stroyed the chain is broken.
Water bodies also contribute to
keeping up a healthy groundwa-
ter table that has come under
serious abuse in the Capital. Del-

hi is grappling with a serious wa-
ter shortage problem and
disappearance of its water bod-
ies will work adversely for the
city,” says Toxics Link Director
Ravi Agrawal.

Even Government authorities
agree that water bodies have
been encroached upon and the
situation is worst in parts of
South-West and North-West
Delhi that has seen the largest
number of dry water bodies.
“South-West Delhi has 27 en-
croachments on its water bodies,
while North-West Delhi has reg-
istered an encroachment on 30
of its water bodies,” reveals an
official.

“In an effort to bring this issue
1o the forefront Tapas, a Delhi-
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e

w’“(y\
¢ ka\l\

based non-Government organi-
sation, had filed public interest
litigation (PIL) in 2000. Our aim
was to ensure that all residents
of Delhi receive adequate supply
of safe drinking water and we
urged the State authorities to
concentrate on reviving the al-
ready neglected lakes before de-
veloping 150 new ponds in the
Capital. Delhi has a bad track
record, the Delhi Development
Authority has 87 dry water bod-
ies and none of them can be re-
vived as they have either been
encroached upon or allotted for
purposes other than water body.
There is an urgent need to ad-
dress the issues,” emphasises Vi-
nod Kumar Jain of Tapas.

|




Divided Catvery
tribunal orders

setting up of <.

A

experts panel ff{a

Chairman N.P. Singh shocked, perturbed

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: In an order that will
have far-reaching implications,
the Cauvery Water Disputes Tri-
bunal has by a majority of 2:1
directed the Centre to appoint a
three-member experts commit-
tee to go into the crop pattern
and water requirements of the
four riparian States.

Friday was the last day for the
conclusion of arguments before
the tribunal, constituted 16
years ago, and its term ends on
August 7. On coming to know
that an order was to be pro-
nounced, counsel for all States —
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala
and Pondicherry — unanimously
said the tribunal should hear
their views before passing any
order. But the two members
went ahead with pronouncing
the order. Counsel said the ap-
| pointment of the committee
. would further delay the submis-
sion of the award.

Tentative order

However, the members, in the
majority, said it was only a tenta-
tive order and asked the States to
respond within one week.
Whether it was absolute or not
would be determined on May 5
after studying their response.

Tribunal Chairman N.P. Singh
was shocked and perturbed at
the order passed by the mem-
bers, N.S. Rao and Sudheer Na-
rain. He openly expressed his
disagreement with them.

Justice Singh said the tribunal
had been functioning for 16
years and the appointment of an
experts committee now would
virtually create parallel proceed-
ings. It might take another 10
years for the panel to give its
report.

“Tribunal competent”

The Chairman said the tribu-
nal had all necessary material —
over 50,000 documents and ex-
pert evidence on the water re-
quirements of the four States
and the cropping pattern there
as well.

With the assistance of two as-

? 2 *n0 9N0g

e Exercise will mean
parallel proceedings

o Committee will go into
crop pattern and
requirements

o Award will be defayed,
say States

o Can fresh evidence be
collected, asks N.P. Singh

sessors, the tribunal was compe-
tent enough to pass an award
and there was no need for anoth-
er expert opinion. It would vir-
tually amount to reopening the
questions, which had been heard
for the last two years,

“Merely saying that the com-
mittee will submit its report
within three months is not prac-
ticable. Cross-examination of
witnesses took several years and
it was closed on December 13,
2001. I cannot conceive how, af-
ter the conclusion of the argu-
ments on behalf of all the
party-States on all issues under
different groups, fresh evidence
can now be taken and fresh argu-
ments heard,” said Justice
Singh. :

However, the members said
water requirement for the crop
was based on certain factors on
which the tribunal could not
claim expertise, and there might
be pitfalls. The opinion of agron-
omists on consumptive use, viz.
transpiration, evaporation and
metabolic activity, would be im-
portant. The members suggested
the appointment of three ex-
perts, two of them agronomists
and the other from the field of
meteorology/environment.

The committee would esti-
mate the water requirement in
the Cauvery basin on the basis of
the areas of the first and second
crops raised till 1974 #s
tween 1974 and
future requiremen#
tic and other uses, ™

The tribunal, by an interim or-
der in June 2001, directed Kar-
nataka to release 205 tmcft to
Tamil Nadu every year.




Medha Patkar and her Narmada Bachao Andolan have voiced concern about

rehabilitation only to obstruct the dam project for obstruction’s sake

A

N

jig account from a whole repertoire
of stories about Medha's obstruction-
ist strategies with regard to R&R. In
KTZHOOI, when Maneka was appointed
~minster for social welfare, she ap-

- ' ‘ *{‘f' proached Medha and asked for the

! . ' listofthe project affected families in

‘ o o Madhya Pradesh so that she could
3 L 4.,’ N C\ helpwith acomprehensive plan of ac-

MADHU PURNIMA KISHWAR

HE spectacular success of

Medha Patkar’s Narmada

Bachao Andolan in manipu-
lating the media for over two decades
is unparalleled in the history of social
activism. I am no expert on the eco-
nomic viability of big or small dams.
Therefore, I have no verdict to pass
on the Sardar Sarovar dam project.
All I can say is that the mountains of

propaganda material generated by .

the NBA, including the melodra-
matic tracts writien by Arundhati
Roy, convince me that their expertise
cannot be trusted either.

Though NBA never tires of point-
ing to the real and imagined failures of
Resettlement & Rehabilitation as the
main reason for their opposition to
the dam, it has worked tirelessly to
obstruct R&R. Medha started her
career in 1984 with an Ahmedabad-
based organisation called SETU
which assigned her the job of assist-
ing Vasudha Dhargamwar of
MARG to survey the affected vil-
lages to assess the information level
of people regarding the impact of the
Narmada project and their rights as
oustees. This was meant to ensure
that people got a fair and just rehabil-
itation package. But by 1987, Medha
had developed extensive contacts of
herown and unilaterally parted com-
pany with awhole coalition of NGOs
sincerely working for R&R to pro-
claim: “Bandh nahin banega, koi
nahin hatega.” Her stand became
even more uncompromising when,
under pressure from the World
Bank, Gujarat agreed to give a gen-
erous R&R package. Far from wel-
coming it and joining hands with
those who began working to ensure
that the government’s promise of
R&R was translated into concrete
action, she declared that the NBA
would not accept the package be-
cause NBA is in principle opposed to
obstructing the “natural” flow of
rivers. Even the nomenclature of the
movement — “Narmada Bachao
Andolan” —reveals that the NBA is
more obsessed with “saving” the river
from human beings than protecting
the interests of poor farmers.

Thereafter began a sustained
defamation campaign by the NBA
against all those who acted as watch-
dogs to ensure propet rehabilitation.
Theywere dubbed as anti-poor, anti-
tribal, pro-kulaks and hostages to cor-
porate interests. NBA activists were
instructed to prevent the entry of not
just government officials but aiso in-
dependent NGOs into villages for
collecting honest, updated data re-
garding families requiring resettle-

ment. They obstructed information
about the R&R package to prevent
people from making an informed
choice. They even used emotional
blackmail by making tribals take asa-
cred oath with water of the holy Nar-
mada in hand that they would choose
death torelocation.

However, it did not take long for
many of their followers to realise that
NBA was misleading them. Most
tribal villages began quietly voting
with their feet and accepted the un-
precedented R&R package of S acres
per adult son, Rs 45,000 to each for
building a new house, free transporta-
tion of their household goods, includ-
ing the timbered frame of the house,
plus truckloads of additional wood
from their villages. The R&R process
in Maharashtra and Gujarat is almost
complete. Most of the new villages for
oustees have been provided with
schools and primary health facilities
and better connectivity with urban
centres than ever before.

This could happen because several
Gandhians and NGOs in Gujarat did
a fairly good job of playing watch-
dogs, insisting that the government
give the land of their choice to ous-
tees even if it meant purchasing it
from private owners.

Even in this NBA activists put all
manners of hurdles. This is how Am-
brish Patel of Arch-Vahini describes
one among many episodes of NBA's
techniques. When a large majority of
tribals from Manibeli wanted to
move to the new land sites offered to

banks of the Narmad

them in Gujarat, the minority still
aligned to NBA declared theywould
not let those who wanted to move
take their dismantled houses with
them. (Tribal homes are built with a
lot of timber.) Government func-
tionaries sent to assist in carrying
their belongings and construction
material were stoned and prevented
from entering the village. Finally, the
intervention of Arch-Vahini of Gu-
jaratwas sought since it had sustained
pressure on Gujarat to implement its
promises of R&R. When Arch-
Vahini personnel were also attacked,
the entire operation had tobe carried
out under police protection. How-
ever, the NBA successfully manipu-
lated the media coverage to project
an image that Manibeli was razed to
the ground by police action and
goonsacting on behalf of the Gujarat
government to forcibly oust poor
tribals from their village.

Another NBA ploywas to demand
that since tribals are forest dwellers,
they should be given forest land for
resettlement. For years the ministry
of environment resisted the idea be-
cause new environment laws are
against allowing new settlements in
forest areas. However, when under
World Bank pressure, Maharashtra
was persuaded to make forest land
available for oustees, the NBA cre-
ated a big furore on the plea that this
meant destroying the already de-
pleted forest cover in Maharashtra,

Maneka Gandhi, a strong sup-
porter of the NBA, gave the follow-

Medha’s stand

became even more
uncompromising when,
under pressure from the
World Bank, Gujarat
agreed togivea
generous R&R package.
Far from welcoming it
and ensuring that the
government’s promise of
R&R was translated into
concrete action, she said
the NBA would not
accept the package
because it is in principle
opposed to obstructing
the ‘natural’ flow

of rivers
T R R

tion for rehabilitation. When she
found that the NBA had never pre-
pared a list of those requiring reha-
bilitation, she offered to get that job
done by sending the most honest
among her officers. She requested
Medha not to let this be known pub-
licly, so that the survey could be kept a
quiet affair since her own party
bosses were not keen on such an exer-
cise. As soon as the team reached
Bhopal, Medha gave a press confer-
ence denouncing the survey team
and dissociating NBA from it. As
soon as BJP leaders got toknow of it,
Prime Minister Vajpayee ordered
Maneka to recall the survey team. As
a junior minister in the Cabinet, she
had no choice but to comply. That
was yet another opportunity sabo-
taged for preparing an accurate list of
people requiring rehabilitation.

‘Today, despite NBA, Gujarat and
Mabharashtra have almost finished
the R&R process. Madhya Pradesh
is the only state, which has not done
the job. However, most of the 35,000
families whose cause NBA is cur-
rently espousing with a view to stop-
pingwork on the dam are not tribals,
though they are paraded as adivasis.
Tribal lands were submerged long
ago and they have mostly been set-
tled despite NBA obstructionist ef-
forts. The present day “oustees” are
mostly Patel and other Patidar castes.
There are serious differences be-
tween the government’s estimates of
families requiring total relocation
and that of the NBA. How do we
knowwhat is the accurate ground re-
ality when all along NBA activists
have steadfastly opposed the entry of
government officials and even inde-
pendent NGOs to carry out an accu-
rate updated assessment?

By building a sustained campaign
on the issue of rehabilitation, at the
national and international level, the
NBA has played animportant role in
forcing the government to offer a de-
cent R&R package. However, by
mixing lies, half truths and overstate-
ments and a consistent obstruction-
ist attitude towards R&R while cyni-
cally using the issue to stall dam
construction and defaming those
who took up the task seriously, NBA
has caused enormous damage and
compromised its own credibility.

NBA has made a religion out of
opposing all development projects
without examining the merits of each
case. It defines itself mainly through
negative agendas — anti-dam, anti-
liberalisation, anti-globalisation, anti-
WTO, anti this, anti that, The alter-
native  development paradigm
Medha claims to represent has not
yetoffered any practical and positive
agendas of action.

That is why even those of us who
have serious misgivings about the
Sarkari Paradigm of Development
feel equally suspicious of NBA's
worldview. If ever an honest account
of this “movement” gets to be writ-
ten, we will find it has no less to an-
swer than the Government of India;
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' culpability

i his week a group of protesters other than the
Narmada Bachao Andolan called off its hunger
strike. These protesters were the victims of what
is still called the world’s worst industrial disaster

— the Bhopal gas calamity of December 2-3, 1984. Forty

survivors of a tragedy that killed 3,000 people when deadly

methyl isocyanate leaked out of the Union Carbide factory,
and another 17,000 subsequently as a result of iliness, took

33 days to march from Bhopal to Delhi. Their demands were

not extravagant. Clean drinking water was one. Many of the

survivors continue to live next to the now-defunct factory.

But as the poisonious substances used for manufacture

remain in the factory’s compound, and no one is prepared to

take the responsibility of cleaning it up, the surrounding
water sources are heavily polluted. People living in the
vicinity are forced to use this poisoned water. Survivors’
groups have been demanding that the least that can be done
is to provide them clean water. Yet, despite an earlier
intervention by the Supreme Court, this simple demand
was not met until April 17 — when the Prime Minister
promised to do something. He assured them that the toxic
wastes lying in the Carbide plant will be cleaned up and that

a national commission for medical and economic rehabil-

itation of the gas tragedy victims will be constituted. De-

cember 3 will be declared a National Day of Mourning to
remember the Bhopal Gas tragedy and a memorial will be
built in Bhopal.

All this is very well, but it fails to address some critical
issues thrown up by the tragedy. The Bhopal disaster stands
out as an example of industrialisation gone wrong. A multi-
national, Union Carbide, was permitted to set up a factory
that used hazardous chemicals adjacent to a large human
settlement. The people around the factory were unaware of
the nature of the poisons it used. When the accident took
place, they were the first to die. Twenty-two years later,
culpability for that disaster has still not been established.
Although a criminal case is pending in the Chief Judicial
Magistrate’s court in Bhopal against the executives of the
company, which has since been bought by Dow Chemicals,
the Central Government has not pushed for the case to be
heard. What is the message this sends out? That India is so
anxious to invite foreign investors that it is willing to write
off the lives and well-being of its citizens? If this is not the
message the Government wishes to send, it must make it
clear that just as infrastructure development has to take
care of displacement and environmental damage, industri-
es, Indian or foreign, will be held accountable if they poison
people or the environment. Pursuing criminal as well as
civil liability must form part of the ‘legal options’ (to hold
Dow Chemicals accountable) that the Prime Minister has
promised to explore. Doing this earnestly will be the best
memorial for the Bhopal gas victims.
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Development not at
cost of habitats: PM

14
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Committed to addrt(ssinq Narmada issue

A e e
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Tuesday reit-
erated the  Government’s
commitment to address the con-
troversial Narmada dam and all
such  development  issues
through a credible mechanism
so that development is “cost ef-
fective, environment-friendly
and least disruptive.”

“We need to quickly evolve a
credible mechanism whereby
these issues do not generate into
confrontations between sec-
tions of our society... develop-
ment is not pursued as threat to
people’s lives and habitats,” Dr.
Singh said. His observations
came at the Confederation of In-
dian Industry’s annual session
here in the wake of the Supreme
Court order in the Narmada dam
case on Monday.

“I think [the] time has come to
squarely address the issue of de-
velopment, displacement and
environment” in a manner
whereby all stakeholders benefit
to some degree from develop-
ment, he said. He called upon the
industry to pay closer attention
to environmental consequences
of development. “You must pay
more attention to the rehabil-
itation of people displaced by the
spread of industrial activity and
by urbanisation.”

adverse industrial implica-
tions.”

On the other ticklish issue of
reservation of jobs in the private
sector, Dr. Singh advised the in-
dustry to pay more attention to
questions of social and economic
discrimination and deprivation.
“We all need to ensure that no
group feels excluded from enjoy-
ing the fruits of rapid economic
growth,” he said, and asked the
industry to enhance educational

and employment opportunities
for people.

Promising a policy framework
that can lead to a 12 per cent
growth in the manufacturing
sector as the country had moved
to a position to realistically tar-
get a 10 per cent growth, he said
only manufacturing could throw
up the number of jobs required.

Dr. Singh said: “T urge you to
assess at a firm level the diversi-
ty in your employees’ profile and
commit yourself voluntarily
making it more broadbased and
representative. Such affirmative
action on your part can be a cru-
cial component of inclusive so-
ciety we hope to build.”

Even as he promised forward
movement in introducing labour
reforms, Dr. Singh asked the in-
dustry to not just depend on tax
relief and infrastructural sup-
port provided by the Centre.

He advocated a “cluster ap-
proach” to ensure economies of
scale and boom in Special Eco-
nomic Zones that could put the ,
country on the path to becoming |
a global manufacturing hub. Re- |
distribution of land and tenancy
reforms could improve the in-
come and asset base of the rural
poor and generate demand for
rural housing. On telecom and
IT, he said there was need to
help facilitate the growth of
hardware for the industry and
added that the Government had
constituted a task force to look
into this. Earlier, CII president
Y.C. Deveshwar said the CII’s fo-
cus on sustainable competitive-
ness had become the basis of a
variety of private-public part-
nerships in the country.

See also Page 12
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he Supreme Court’s latest directions on the con-
tentious issues surrounding the Sardar Sarovar
dam have cleared all residual doubt about the
Prime Minister’s authority to act in the matter. He
now has no excuse to put off examining closely and impar-
tially whether rehabilitation has been in compliance with
the two Supreme Court rulings of 2000 and 2005 and the
Narmada Waters Dispute Tribunal Award (NWDTA). The
report of the Group of Ministers (GoM) relating to Madhya
Pradesh has highlighted the shocking lack of compliance
with what the legal and human situation demands — in
terms of resettling families affected by submergence. The
Grievance Redressal Authority (GRA), instituted to ensure
that the displaced get a fair hearing, is inaccessible. It has
more than 5,000 pending cases; its members have not vis-
ited the Narmada valley for years; and its Chairman sits in
Bhopal, far away from those seeking redress. The GoM
report also makes it abundantly clear that the Madhya
Pradesh Government has violated both the NWDTA and the
Supreme Court’s rulings that ‘oustees’ losing agricultural
land should be compensated with land. Families are being
given cash compensation in clear violation of these orders.
There is abundant evidence of failure and breach of trust in
the resettlement process in Madhya Pradesh even at the
current height of the dam.

The political challenge before the Central Government is
this. Will it use the three-month window allowed it by the
Supreme Court to prevaricate? Or will it break with the past
and intervene earnestly to ensure justice to the affected
families? The apex court can demand accountability from
the four States — Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
and Rajasthan — that must report to it by May 1 on the status
of rehabilitation. But it is the Prime Minister who must now
ensure that the reports on rehabilitation are not just fiction-
al “paperwork,” as exposed by the GoM. If Madhya Pradesh
has not succeeded in resettling all those affected by the dam
at its current height, it is hard to imagine how it will meet the
Supreme Court’s deadline of three months to complete the
task. Another worry is that in three months, given the
frenetic pace of construction at Sardar Sarovar, the dam will
have reached a height at which even if further construction
is halted, the practical effect will be meaningless. This is
precisely why the Narmada Bachao Andolan demanded that
work be stopped at the current height until these issues are
resolved. This is why the correct decision by the Supreme
Court would have been to order such a course. The one
positive outcome of these tense three weeks is that the
question of just rehabilitation from such projects is now in
the public domain, thanks to the NBA’s campaign and the
media coverage. In a democracy, all developmental policy
must go through this kind of vigorous and informed public
debate to ensure that the voices of those most affected are
heard.

THE HiNG L
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 18: A
day after the Supreme
Court's verdict on rehabili-
tation in the Narmada
Dam project, the Prime
Minister today asked the
industry to pay more
attention to people dis-
placed by industrialisation
ind urbanisation to avoid
-onfrontation.

“We need to quickly
avolve a credible mecha-
nism whereby these issues
do not generate into con-
frontations between sec-
tions of our society... devel-
opment is not pursued as a
threat to people’s lives and
habitats,” Dr Manmohan
Singh said in his inaugural
address at the
Confederation of Indian
Industry’s annual session.

Asking the industry to
pay closer attention to
environmental  conse-
quences of industrial
development, he said: “You

must pay more attention to

the rehabilitation of people
displaced by the spread of
industrial activity and by
urbanisation”.

However, he said the gov-
ernment was comimitted to
paving the way for a 12 per
cent growth in the manu-
facturing sector, which was
a must for attaining a 10

You must pay
more attentlon

activity and
urbanisation

per cent economic growth.
Touching upon issues

social development.”

The development of the
manufacturing sector, he
said, depended not just on
the tax regimes or the
infrastructure support that
could be given. “It also
depends on the pace at
which our home market
grows, on the pace at
which we create domestic
skills, and the pace at
which we generate techni-
cal competence and new
technologies,” the Prime
Minister said, asking the
industry to start address-
ing these issues. pro-
actively as they could be
the most significant con-
straints on growth.

Dr Singh said the govern-
ment would pursue labour
reforms for greater flexibili-
ty in the labour market in
the times to come and
urged the captains of
industry to  diversify
employee profile to bridge
the socio-economic gaps.

“I urge you to pay more

such as reservation in the “attention to questions of

private sector and inter-
vention in the rural sector
to boost manufacturing,
Dr Singh said: “I urge you
to consider using the influ-
ence you have acquired to
create a wider national

consensus in favour of

long-term initiatives for
economic growth and

M™E STATESMAN

social and economic dis-
crimination and depriva-
tion,” he said adding that
“affirmative” action on
the part of the industry
could play a crucial role
in building an inclusive
society.

B Industry captains resent
quota, page 11



Afork On Sardar Sarovar To Continue, States Asked |
To Make Proper Arrangements For Oustees’ Rehab

Our Political Bureau
TNEWDELHI |y ~

ITH the Centre, so-
cial entrepreneurs
and anti-develop-

ment liberals failing to keep the
Narmada dispute within rea-
sonable limits, the Supreme
Court on Monday stepped in to
resolve the crisis.

While the court rejected the
demand for stopping construc-
tion for raising the height of the
Sardar Sarovar dam, it warhed
that it will intervene to stop
construction if the oustees are
not properly rehabilitated. The
court, which obliquely sent out
the message that the Centre
should perform its job at least
{ minimally, asked the Prime’
Minister to take “steps and ini-
tiatives” for ending the chaos.

“These steps should be in ac-
cordance with the judgments
delivered in 2000 and 2005,”
said a Bench comprising Chief
Justice YK Sabharwal, Justice
Balakrishnan and Justice SB
Sinha. The Bench also sought
replies from Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat on the rehabilita-
tion of oustees.

The apex court, which fixed
May ! for further hearing of the
application filed by the Narma-
da Bachao Andolan seeking a
stay on the construction work
for raising the height of the dam
from 110 metres to 121 metres,
warned that it would have no
option but stop work if the ous-

tees are not properly rehabilitat-
ed. “If the relief and rehabilita-
tion of the unfortunate oustees
are not undertaken in the letter
and spirit of the Supreme Court
judgments, the court will have
no option but to stop the raising
of the height,” the Bench said.
There have been serious
lapses on the part of the Mad-
hya Pradesh government and
this was documented by the
group of ministers (GoM) that
made a brief visit to the state.
The court said this report will
not be taken as a gospel. In fact,
the state governments have al-
leged that the GoM visited only
those areas suggested by the
anti-dam activists. The court
also made it clear that it was not
impressed with the arguments
of the anti-development liber-
als. It said staying the work at
the site was “the absolute last
resort”. The court added it will
not be resorted to without as-

SC restores balance of
power {pr armada row \

certaining the ground reality.
“At present what we have on
hand is the March 8 permission
granted by the Narmada Con-
trol Authority to raise the
height from 110 metres to 121
metres on the basis of reports
given by various committees
stating that relief and rehabili-

tation has been done. We feel

that before we consider indepth
the request made today for
stopping the on-going work, it
is necessary to give an opportu-
nity to the states and others to
file their responses to the appli-
cation,” the Bench said.

The Centre also used the op-
portunity to erase the anti-dam
image that it acquired following
Union water resources minister
Saifuddin Soz’s intervention.
Additional solicitor-general Go-
pal Subramaniam repeated six
times that the Prime Minister
was not in favour of the stop-
page of work at the dam site.
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Dam work should

Threatens lo Smb Construction If Oustees Are

New Delhi: The supreme court
on Monday threatened to stop
work on the construction of the
dam on river Narmada if the
states in the river basin do not
carry out the rehabilitation of
the displaced people in the true
letter and spirit of an earlier
judgement.

A bench headed by chief jus-
tice Y K Sabharwal directed all
the concerned parties to file reply
to the petition filed by the Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan and the
application moved by the Centre
on the issue within a week. The
apex court said that the rejoinder
shall be filed within a week there-
after and posted the matter for
further hearing on May 1 before a
regular bench of three judges.

The court clarified during the

YRR R e el

pendency of these matters it
would not preclude the Centre to
take steps to resolve the contro-
versy in accordance with the
judgement of this court.

The court said the construc-
tion work on the Sardar Sarovar
project should go on side by side

with effective rehabilitation of N

the affected people. The court
made the observations after the
Centre conveyed its commitment

to the construction of the dam-

and its proposal of constitutinga
committee to evolve a suitable
mechanism to rehabilitate the
people displaced by the project.
The court said it was essential
to strike a balance when such a
vast project was being carried
out and a large number of people
were affected. “What is necessary

go with rehah: SC

The Sardar Sarovar project

is that the issue should not be dis-
cussed in an emotive and charged
atmosphere but in a congenial at-
mosphere... Such a type of dis-
pute is a threat to public securi-
ty,” observed the bench, headed
by chief justice Y K Sabharwal.
It was hearing a petition filed
by Narmada Bachao Andolan
seeking a halt to the construc-

/Not Resettled

tion of the dam involving rais-
ing of its height from 110 metres
to 122 metres. The court noted
that the project would go on and
the oustees would be rehabilitat-
ed in letter and spirit of the apex
court judgment passed in 2000.
“You cannot satisfy all but reha-
bilitation has to be reasonable
and it requires a statesman-like
approach,” the court said.
Additional solicitor general
Gopal Subramanian said there
was a need to find a solution to
the problem, rather than adding
further dimensions to it. “We are
prepared and I submit that un-
der the authority of the Prime
Minister, there will be an au-
thority to work overtime before
submergence to rehabilitate the
oustees,” the ASG said. agencies



o .
Dam and Blast .
\D Narmada controversy grounds s\
real issues of rehabilitation V‘f

the heated debate and political posturing on the
Narmada dam, some of the real issues are getting
obscured. The bone of contention is raising the height
of the dam from its current 110 to 122 metres. This
would mean displacement of over 25,000 families, mostly in
Madhya Pradesh. The Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA)
activists led by Medha Patkar have demanded that before the
dam height is raised, those displaced must be resettled. This

is in line with earlier Supreme Court rulings that the height
of the dam can be increased only after oustees are rehabi-
litated. Protests by NBA and a continuing hunger strike by
Patkar resulted in a reassessment of the situation by the
Centre. A group of ministers, including water resources
minister Saifuddin Soz, visited the affected areas in Madhya
Pradesh and found major gaps in the rehabilitation of
oustees. They reported that rehabilitation and resettlement
had largely been on paper and very little had happened on the
ground. Subsequently, at a meeting of the review committee
of the Narmada Control Authority, Soz signed a resolution in
favour of stopping work on the dam until rehabilitation was
carried out. This has provoked Gujarat CM Narendra Modi
to go on a hunger strike making it a Gujarat versus Centre
issue. That he has been successful was proved when Congress
MPs from Gujarat, too, petitioned the prime minister not to
suspend construction of the dam.

Though the situation is at an impasse, it needn’t remain so.
There are two incontrovertible facts: One, the dam is already
a reality and that it will benefit Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Maharashtra by providing water and electricity;
and two, the rehabilitation of oustees has been extremely
tardy. If the dam height is to be increased, every single oustee
must be rehabilitated under strict norms and monitoring.
Though Modi might not care a jot for those displaced from
their land in Madhya Pradesh, it is the responsibility of the
Indian state to ensure fair compensation. At the same
time, dam construction cannot be stopped every now and
again because this will escalate costs tremendously. The
important thing is not to let opportunistic politicians
hijack the Narmada issue but to concentrate on just and
equitable development in the Narmada valley That
unfortunately is easier said than done. Even as the focus is on
Modi, Medha and even Aamir Khan, those most affected
by the dam — the several thousand who have been forced to
relocate and farmers who stand to benefit from irrigation —
have no voice in the debate.
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Medha

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: “The fight is not over
[yet]. This challenge is deeper,
larger and bigger,” Narmada Ba-
chao Andolan leader Medha Pat-
kar said at the Jantar Mantar
dharna site after breaking her
21-day-old fast for getting jus-
tice for the displaced families of
the Narmada valley.

Along with her, Jamsingh
Nargave and Bhagwatibehn also
gave up their indefinite hunger-
strike. A frail-looking Ms. Patkar
accepted juice from a displaced
tribal from the Narmada valley.
She was brought to the venue in
an ambulance.

Union Water Resources Min-
ister Saifuddin Soz said he was
“happy” that Ms. Patkar had giv-
en up her fast and the tension
had been defused for the Su-
preme Court to take various
points of views into considera-
tion.

He said nobody in the Con-
gress or the government was
against raising the height of the
dam but proper rehabilitation of
displaced families was equally
important.

That was why the Govern-
ment sent the Group of Minis-
ters to Madhya Pradesh to assess
the situation. “Even the court

has™ said ‘that ~ relmbilitation”

should be done in the letter and
spirit of the Narmada award and

| its orders.”
Ms. Patkar said the Supreme
| Court had not stayed the con-
struction of the Narmada dam
and left it to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. “The State
had not responded favourably to
a non-violent people’s move-
ment. We urge the Prime Minis-
ter to invoke the authority
vested in him by the Supreme
Court, the Constitution and his

ends fast

The challenge is blgger, S

Patkar

:’Y‘

e says

own commitment to develop-
ment with a human face. He
must not bow down to fascist
and communal forces and must
intervene to ensure that the
poor affected by the dam’s con-
struction get justice.”

She was persuaded by former
Prime Minister V.P. Singh, jour-
nalist Kuldip Nayar, Rajinder
Sachchar, B.D. Sharma, Amar
Nath, Surendra Mohan, CPI
leader A.B. Bardhan and Swami
Agnivesh to give up her fast. She
said the support given by actor
Aamir Khan, Rahul Bose and
writer Arundhati Roy “had done
more than our fast.”

Ms. Patkar also thanked the
doctors 4t the Al-India Institute
of Medical Sciences, who did not
force her to go an intravenous
drip despite her failing health
“and that is why my blood is
strong even today.”

The NBA and displaced fam-
ilies would return to the valley in
two days and prepare for the
next phase of struggle arising
out of the Supreme Court order.

See also Page 10
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Modi takes on Centre
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi on Sunday
went ahead with his 51-hour
dharna, despite a request from
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to suspend it. Modi has
been accusing the central gov-
ernment of trying to influence
the supreme court’s decision on
the Narmada dam height issue.

Even as news trickled in from
Dethi that MPs from Gujarat, cut-
ting across party lines, were sat-
isfied after their talks with the
Prime Minister, Modi seemed
only too keen not to let go of the
opportunity to show his discon-
tent against the Congress and the
UPA government in the matter. “I
want to make a serious accusa-
tion,” Modi told the nearly 3,000
supporters who gathered at the
launch of his 51-hour fast here.

Images of a unified Gujarat
taking on the Centre—with BJP
leader Arun Jaitley and the state
Congress president Bharat
Solanki addressing a joint press
conference in New Delhi after a
meeting with the PM—faded into
the background as Modi sought
to wrest the political initiative.
“There appears to be an under-
hand deal between the activists
campaigning against the dam
and the Congress to stop the on-
going construction on the Nar-
mada dam,” he alleged.

Modi also seemed convinced
that certain important docu-
ments related to the dam’s con-
struction were being passed on to
anfi-dam campaigners in order
to stall the work, and thereby
harming Gujarat’s interests.
Without naming the Narmada
Bachao Andolan (NBA) or Med-
ha Patkar, he said, “This is being
done to ensure that the supreme

on Narmada

smgress Calls Off Bandh

Chref minister Narendra Modi belng greeted by people when he began his 51- hour fast on the Narmada
issue at GMDC grounds in Ahmedabad on Sunday

court gives a negative verdict on
the dam height.”

Freguently resurrecting the
theme of ‘the pride of Gujarat’,
Modi told the crowd in an ex-
citable tone, “We will not tolerate
any humiliation or injustice at
the hands of the Centre any
more. We have suffered enough.”
Saying that “nothing is nearer to
his heart than Gujarat, Gujarat
and Gujarat,” he warned the
Centre, “Do not play with Gu-
jarat. We believe in non-violence,
but if Gujarat is provoked, it will

not tolerate anyone. We are ready
for any sacrifice.”

Meanwhile, the Gujarat Con-
gress has called off its statewide
bandh on Sunday, following
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s assurance that the work
of raising the dam height would
not be stopped. “The Gujarat
Congress has decided to call off
the bandh after the Prime Minis-
ter’s assurance,” senior Gujarat
Congress leader Arjun Modhva-
dia told newspersons over phone
from New Delhi.

P 0900005 vy et e

He said the Prime Minister
had further assured the Mem-
bers of Parliament from the state
that the issue of the displaced lo-
cals of Madhya Pradesh would be
looked into with sincerity.

“The PM’s assurance gives us
enough reason to celebrate,” said
Modhvadia. As for the 51-hour
hunger strike by the Gujarat CM,
the Congress leader said, “Modi
should meet the Madhya Pradesh
chief minister, and if their dis-
cussions are not fruitful then he
must sit on a fast there (in MP).”
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Manmohan studying -

report on Narmada

Modi begins fast even as Medha’s hunger strike enters 19th day

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had not taken a
view on suspending construc-
tion of the Sardar Sarovar dam
across the Narmada in Gujarat
till resettlement and rehabilita-
tion of the affected families was
completed as per the Narmada
award and Supreme Court or-
ders.

Speaking to The Hindu,
media advisor to the Prime Min-
ister Sanjaya Baru said Dr. Singh
had received a report on the pro-
ceedings of the Review Commit-
tee of the Narmada Control
Authority from Water Re-
sources Minister Saifuddin Soz.

“The Prime Minister has said

| that the Madhya Pradesh Gov-
" ernment should do its best to

ensure that the resettlement and
rehabilitation of the project af-
fected families was in conso-
nance with the Narmada award
and Supreme Court orders and
to the satisfaction of the oustees.

' The Prime Minister is studying

the report of Chairman of the
Review Committee Saifuddin
Soz but has not taken a view on
it,” Mr. Baru said.

As the fast against the raising
of the damn height by Narmada
Bachao Andolan leader Medha

/
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DAM ROW: Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi on a 51-hour fast against stopping
the work on the Narmada Dam, in Ahmedabad on Sunday. - PHOTO: AP

Patkar entered the 19th day on
Sunday, and the situation turned
political with Gujarat Chief Min-
ister Narendra Modi going on a
51-hour fast to make a case for

the dam, the Centre said it woull

await the outcome of the hearing

day on an application filed by the
affected families from Madhya
Pradesh. The statémnt came af-
ter a Bharatiya Janata Party del-
egation led by senior leader
Arun Jaitley and a dele,

Gujarat Pradesh CBYgkSss Com-

in the Supreme Court on Mon-/f‘mrttee headed by its president
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Bharatsinh Solanki met the
Prime Minister on the issue of
rajsing the height of the dam un-
der construction in Gujarat.
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nce again, the politics of expediency has taken
.precedence over the needs of people. The issue
has come full circle following a dramatic tussle
that began on March 29 when Medha Patkar and
two others from the Narmada Bachao Andolan went on an
indefinite fast demanding a stop to further construction on
the Sardar Sarovar Dam until the families facing displace-
ment were properly rehabilitated. A fact-finding visit to the
rehabilitation areas by a three-member Group of Ministers
led by Water Resources Minister Saifuddin Soz found the
rehabilitation measures to be inadequate — and the Centre
has proposed halting further construction until the manda-
tory conditions were met. As Ramaswamy R. Iyer, a former
Union Secretary for Water Resources, poifts out in an arti-
cle published in today’s Op-Ed page, the Narmada Tribunal’s
Award, the conditions of clearance of the project, and the
Supreme Court’s judgment of October 2000 and March
2005 necessarily require that “construction is not allowed to
outpace rehabilitation work,” and this means “there is no
question of proceeding beyond the height of 110 m already
reached until the failures and deficiencies in rehabilitation
work with reference to the height have been remedied, and
the prescribed advance steps have been completed with
reference to the proposed increase in height.” Unsurprising-
ly, the six-member Narmada Review Committee, headéd by
Mr. Soz, has failed to reach a consensus. The Supreme Court
foresaw such an eventuality: its judgment of October 2000,
as Mr. Iyer clarifies, “clearly requires the Prime Minister to
decide in the event of a disagreement in the Review Commit-
tee, and the Prime Minister cannot refuse to discharge that
responsibility and throw the issue back into the lap of the
Supreme Court.” But with the Gujarat unit of the Congress
determined to outdo the Bharatiya Janata Party in showing
its militant commitment to the project, the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government has copped out of discharging its
responsibility.

In the midst of the political drama, including the farcical
fast by Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi who is further
away from Gandhian philosophy than any contemporary
politician in India today, reasoned discussion becomes im-
possible. The Gujarat Government, which argues that the
dam is the ‘lifeline’ for the State, has failed to ensure that the
canal system is complete so that the water that has already
been impounded at the current height of the dam reaches
the water starved districts of the State. The ransacking of the
NBA office in Vadodara in full view of television cameras,
with the local police standing by, and the violent response to
actor Aamir Khan’s show of solidarity with the NBA spot-
light the ugly face of political intolerance and defiance of the
rule of law in Gujarat. The Centre’s response to this major
challenge will set an important precedent for future devel-

opmental projects. e
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GoM’s confidential report

\”7\%‘

This is the text, obtained exclusively by The Hindu, of “A Brief Note on the Assessment
of Resettlement and Rehabilitation (R&R) Sites and Submergence of Villages of the
Sardar Sarovar Project.” The note marked confidential and dated April 9, 2006, was

signed by Union Minister of Water Resources, Saifuddin Soz, Union Minister of
Social Justice and Empowerment Meira Kumar, and Minister of State inthe .

Prime Minister’s Office Prithviraj Chavan.

The Group of Ministers (GoM) comprising
Prof. Saifuddin Soz, Minister of Water Re-
sources, Smt. Meira Kumar, Minister of So-
cial Justice & Empowerment and Shri
Prithviraj Chavan, MOS in the PMO, de-
puted by the Hon'ble Prime Minister to
Madhya Pradesh, arrived Indore late in the
evening on April 6, 2006.

Soon after arrival in Indore, a meeting was
held with Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan and some of his
Cabinet colleagues and officers.

- “TheMadhya PradeshGovernment made a
presentation and wanted the GoM to appre-
ciate that the Madhya Pradesh Government
had taken concrete steps to rehabilitate Pro-
ject Affected Families (PAFs) and that Reha-
bilitation and Resettlement would be
completed by 30th June, 2006. In that con-
nection, the GoM was requested to visit
some sites such as Khalghat, Dharampuri,
Lakhangaon and Borlai etc.

When asked as to how many SC/ST fam-
ilies were affected, the Government could
not provide any information.

Early in the morning of April 7, 2006, the
GoM left for a visit to Rehabilitation and
Submergence sites.

The GoM visited Khalghat, Dharampuri,
Lakhangaon, Borlai 1, 2 and 3, Awalda, Pi-
plud and Nisarpur. The GoM was stopped at
other places including Picchodi where peo-
ple narrated their tales of woe. The repre-
sentatives of Narmada Bachao Andolan
(NBA) had insisted in Delhi in their mem-
orandum that a visit to Borlai, Awalda, Pi-
plud and Nisarpur would be necessary to
find out whether the claim of the Govern-
ment of Madhya Pradesh that the PAFs had
been rehabilitated was correct.

Khalghat

The GoM visited Khalghat site where
Madhya Pradesh Government had offered
land to 407 families. Only 2 families had
accepted the land. The top soil there is black.
The people say that they have to dig 10 feet
deep to find the cultivable land. The Govern-
ment had not succeeded in persuading the
oustees to accept the land. Hundreds of peo-
ple on the spot complained before the GoM
that the Government had not conducted a
proper survey and offered the land without
consulting the oustees. Shri Mohan Lal
Sharma (resident of Gazipur, District Dha-
rampuri) who spoke on behalf of oustees,
complained before the members of the Nar-
mada Valley Development Authority
(NVDA) that the Madhya Pradesh Govern-
ment had acted in haste and allotted the land
which was totally uncultivable. The mem-
bers of the NVDA did not contradict Shri
Mohan Lal.

It was for the first time that the GoM
heard from Shri Mohan Lal that the Income
Tax Department deducted Rupees One lakh
from every unit of 10 lakhs that was paid to
the oustees by way of compensation and for
purchase of land. It was Shri Mohan Lal
again who said that people were pressurized
to accept cash. He said that a bribe of
Rs.20,000/- had to be paid for receipt of
every cheque that was given to the oustees.
The crowd present on the spot gave full-
throated support to the Shri Mohan Lal who
they said had represented their grievances
correctly.

Dharampuri

From Khalghat, the GoM went to Dha-
rampuri. It is the largest area selected by the
Madhya Pradesh Government for settle-
ment of oustees and 4,000 PAF's are slated to
be settled there (No, they are shown to have
been settled there already). Not a single plot
of land has been occupied by any PAF.

Approximately 2,000 people, who had
gathered there, explained through their rep-
resentatives (about a dozen people ex-
plained their grievances) in detail and said

that it was not possible for anybody to settle
there as no infrastructure had been built. In
official papers, it has been indicated that the
PAFs have been settled. The GoM was
amazed that no sanitation, no drinking wa-
ter, no system of sewage, no roads, much less
the facilities like hospital, water reservoir,
school, post office etc., have been provided
there. There is no hope that such infrastruc-
ture will be built there soon. The officials
presented a status report in respect of R & R
sites at Dharampuri indicating that facilities
that need to be provided by way of infras-
tructure would be provided and certain fa-
cilities were in progress, whereas the GoM
saw nothing happening around.

In any case, the PAFs, under no circum-
stances, can be settled there before first of
July, 2006 when the monsoon sets in.

Dharampuri had been shown to the GoM
as a success story by the Madhya Pradesh
Government and it turned out to be the
worst example of not doing anything by way
of settlement when there was apparently no
difficulty in respect of resources. The people
there showed to the GoM two dry water
pumps and a heap of stones that had been
dumped there a day before the GoM’s arrival
indicating that roads would be built soon.

Lakhangaon and Borlai 1-3

From Dharampuri, the GoM proceeded to
visit R & R sites at Lakhangaon, Borlai 1st,
2nd and 3rd. The GoM saw some stray dwell-
ings without any infrastructure such as
drinking water, sewage system, electricity
and roads etc.

As per the status report of the Madhya
Pradesh Government, 18,965 PAFs were in-
dicated to have been settled, whereas the
GoM could see, at the most 80 incomplete
dwellings in Lakhangaon, Borlai 1-3 (includ-
ing the dwellings shown to the GoM at Pic-
chodi). The GoM found that there were no
amenities of life like drinking water, roads
and electricity etc. anywhere. The only wa-
ter reservoir in Borlai 3 was not operational.
In Borlai 1-3, the GoM could not see any
semblance of infrastructural facilities. In
Lakhangaon, of course, some structures by
way of hospital and a primary school (not
functional) and three hand pumps showed
the fact that a determined leadership can
settle the oustees. One can see that PAFs (18
of them) here can be settled properly at
Lakhangaon within next six months, provid-
ed effective effort is directed towards that
goal.

Visit to Piplud, Awalda and
Nisarpur

The members of Narmada Bachao Ando-
lan had, among other things, urged the Min-
ister for Water Resources that the GoM
should visit Piplud, Awalda and Nisarpur so
that GoM could ascertain properly whether
the oustees from these submergence villages
had been settled or not.

Piplud

Nearly 2,000 people had gathered at Pi-
plud to state their tales of woe. They pointed
out that not a single PAF had been offered
cultivable agricultural land anywhere in
Madhya Pradesh as per the Narmada Water
Disputes Tribunal (NWDT) Award. At this
place, 10 representatives explained in detail
that the NWDT Award had been flouted and
even Jand acquisition proceedings had not
been completed. They narrated that many of
the oustees had not been offered compensa-
tion for their houses. They also said that
many of those who had been pressurized to
accept cash compensation, had been given
amounts of money with which they could
not purchase even 2 acres of land, let alone 5
acres of land to which they were entitled. A
tribal named Kailash from Bhikheda ex-
plained that more than 300 persons from

A - 4

Manavar Tehsil had been shown in records
to have been offered one plot of land mea-
suring 7 hectares in Borgaon and strangely
enough, the land was not cultivable. The
representatives of these oustees gave details
how people were pressurised to accept cash
compensation and how people had to pay
bribes for receipt of cheques.

Awalda

The GoM next proceeded to Awalda, a far
flung village inhabited. mostly by adivasis
and tribals. The GoM felt that, by any stan-
dards, the entire population in the village
lived below the poverty line. A group 0f1,500
people met the GoM there and the youth
there were restive and narrated their tales of
woes in a very emotional manner. It was
here that people said that they had not been
given land for land and that they had been
pressurized to accept cash and an oustee
Shri Motilal Patidar of village Chhota Barde
said that he had been given Rs.5,53,000/-
whereas he needed to purchase 5 acres of
land for Rs.13 lakhs and this cash award was
not adequate at all and he was forced to
accept it. The entire crowd raised slogans
against cash compensation and they said it
was a fraud and officers insisted on this
because they received bribes. It was in this
crowd, that a woman Sajan Bhai Yadav, who
had come from Pipri Gaon, narrated most
pathetically how they (the oustees) had lost
their home and hearth, their Khaliyan and
Shamshan and they were now on the road-
side. The crowd said that the Gram Sabha
was never consulted and every thing was
happening “Zabardasti”. The crowd said
that they had no money to travel to Bhopal
and seek redressal of their grievances. The
people at Piplud and Awalda had categor-
ically stated that no member of R & R Sub-
committee or the Grievance Redressal Au-
thority (GRA) ever visited these villages. It
was stated in good detail that Chairman of
the Redressal Authority was headquartered
at Bhopal and he once in a while visited
Indore and never did Justice Sohani, Chair-
man of the Grievance Authority visit these
villages.

Nisarpur

The GoM finally came to Nisarpur where a
crowd of 4,000 people voiced its grievances
through 18 representatives which included
four women. The administration had suc-
ceeded in telling the crowd that they must
allow the representatives to present their
case in an orderly manner.

So, M/s Parasmat Kanawat (having been
Sarpanch of Nisarpur for 30 years) Pradeep
Kumar, Bagirath Rathore, Mangti Bhai &
others narrated pathetic tales of extreme
high-handedness on the part of Narmada
Valley Development Authority (NVDA).
They categorically stated that not a single
family of the PAFs in Nisarpur had been
settled as per orders of the Supreme Court.
They said in one voice that until they were
rehabilitated, there was no question of al-
lowing the height of the dam to be raised.
They said that the R & R sites at Nisarpur
which is supposed to settle 700 families of
oustees did not have any infrastructure and
the house plots for building their houses
were located at the depressed land which
gets water logged and one of the essential
needs of the site was drainage, which was
missing. The people said that NVDA officials
claimed that R & R sites would be ready by
30th of June, 2006 and it was a rude joke to
the oustees. The oustees said that these
claims were absolutely false. They claimed
that R & R sub-group and the GRA had never
visited the Narmada Valley for the last six
years. They rejected cash payments as a
fraudulent practice. The crowd vociferously
demanded that their Rehabilitation & Reset-
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tlement should be a pre-condition for rais-
ing the height of the dam.

General Observations

1. The complaints from various quarters
that the Rehabilitation and Resettlement of
oustees of Sardar Sarovar Dam has not taken
place in consonance with the orders of the
Supreme Court have been found to be
correct.

2. In spite of the extreme shortcomings in
respect of Rehabilitation and Resettlement
of oustees, the Madhya Pradesh Govern-
ment can organize proper effort for rehabil-
itation, say, within a year from now. The
leadership there has to show its political will
to accomplish this gigantic task.

3. The Chief Minister of Gujarat had as-
sured the Water Resources Ministry, in a
recent letter, that Rehabilitation and Reset-
tlement in Madhya Pradesh could be fully
ensured in accordance with the orders of the
Supreme Court. It will have to be ascer-
tained as to how Gujarat Government could
come to the rescue of the Madhya Pradesh
Government in this behalf.

4. The outcry against the SRP (cash
award) must be responded by stopping this
practice as it has bred corruption and thou-
sands of people the GoM met in the valley,
have rejected the same as a practice breed-
ing corruption. Besides, this practice has
been adopted by the State Government with
the approval of the GRA. It is yet to be seen
whether the Supreme Court would find this
practice to be in line with its specific in-
struction which said: “every displaced fam-
ily whose more than 25% of agricultural
landholding was acquired would be entitled
to be allotted irrigable land of its choice to
the extent of land acquired subject to the
prescribed ceiling with a minimum of two
hectares land and that project-affected fam-
ilies (PAFs) would be allotted a house/plot
free of cost”.

5.The GoM found that there was no moral
and legal justification for deducting Rupees
One lakh by way of Income Tax for every
unit of Rupees Ten lakhs that is to be given
to an oustee as a settlement under SRP.

6. In due course of time, the Government
must explore a better system of redressal of
grievances than what is sought under the
present GRA. 1t is a fact that 5000 petitions
for redressal of grievance are pending before
the GRA. The Chairman of the GRA is head-
quartered at Bhopal and his visits even to
Indore are few and far between which has
meant a great hardship for the oustees.

7. The position of the adivasis (oustees),
particularly in the areas like Kakrana and
Kharia Bhadal, which the GoM could not
visit, is reportedly very bad. The GoM will
pay a visit there if required, in due course of
time.

8. The Ministry of Water Resources had
been insisting that Madhya Pradesh Gov-
ernment should adopt the mechanism of
referring ATRs to Gram Panchayats accord-
ing to the previous Government’s assurance
given in the then Chief Minister’s letter of
29th August, 2003. Since the Madhya Pra-
desh Chief Minister has finally responded
positively on this issue recently, the ATRs
will now be sent to Gram Panchayats, as
stated by the Chief Minister in his meeting
with us on April 7, 2006. That will, however,
not have any effect on the problems at hand.

9. The GoM felt concerned about SCs &
STs for whom there doesn’t seem to be any
special provision in respect of Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement.

10. The reports of the Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Sub Group and the GRA on the
basis of which Narmada Control Authority
(NCA) granted permission for raising the
height has been largely paperwork and it has
no relevance with the situation on the

ground. /



Stop work,ﬁsays
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New Delhi: Attempts to hammer out a
solution to the Narmada imbroglio end-
ed in a stalemate on Saturday, prompting
arecommendation to the Prime Minister
for temporary suspension on raising the
height of the Sardar Sarovar project.

Modi to go on 51-hour fast

New Delhi: Gujarat chief minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday announced that he
would undergo a 51-hour fast at Sabarmati
Ashram in Ahmedabad from today to
protest against the Centre’s move to
suspend the construction of the Narmada
dam. Addressing mediapersons after the
meeting of the review committee of the
Narmada Control Authority, Modi said
Union water resources minister Saifuddin
Soz had no right to recommend
suspension of the dam work. Observing
that the Centre was bowing before the
Narmada Bachao Andolan, he alleged that
the Centre had already given a promise to
NBA activists to stall the project, which
was against the spirit of supreme court
judgment. Agencies

The review committee of the Narmada
Control Authority which met here in the
wake of the anti-dam agitation spear-
headed by Medha Patkar failed to achieve
a breakthrough with chief ministers of
BJP-ruled Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan putting up a stiff resistance to
the Centre’s move to stop work on the
project touted as “Gujarat’s lifeline”.

Union water resources minister Saifud-
din Soz, environment and forest minister
A Raja and Maharashtra chief minister
Vilasrao Deshmukh countered it by bring-
ing a resolution recommending to the
Prime Minister the immediate suspension
of work till all project affected persens.
were rehabilitated in accordance with the
orders of the NCA and the supreme court.
While Soz initially announced after the

minister
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Aamir targeted,
Rang De.. stalled

Ahmedabad: Angered by
actor Aamir Khan’s sup-
port for social activist Med-
ha Patkar, who has been
opposing the raising of the
Narmada dam’s height,
BJP workers on Saturday
stalled the screening of the
actor’s film at cinema halls
in the city.

BJP workers led by lo-
cal MLAs pulled down the
posters of Rang De Basarn-

BJP workers burn posters of Aamir Khan at a protest
rally in Ahmedabad on Saturday

ti and stalled the screening of the film in a city multiplex. They shouted slogans
against the actor and threatened to prevent the actor’s forthcoming flim Fanaa
from being screened in the city cinema halls.

Hitting out at Aamir, a local BJP leader said he must first “set his house in order
by thinking about his former wife and children instead of worrying about those
displaced by the building of the Sardar Sarovar dam”.

The BJP workers also vented their anger on another film personality, Rahul
Bose, who has also come out in support of the Medha Patkar-led Narmada Bachao

Andolan (NBA) Agencies

meeting that he, as chairman of the NCA,
had ordered the suspension of the work,
he later amended it saying it was in the
process of being suspended as recom-
mended to the Prime Minister.

“Since there is a tie and the central
team led by me had found that the reha-
bilitation in Madhya Pradesh is not com-
plete in accordance with the directives,
through a resolution we are recommend-
ing the suspension to the Prime Minis-
ter,” Soz said, adding, “We are not
against the dam’s construction and I
know its advantages.” He wanted the
supreme court to see for itself if the af-
fected people had been rehabkitated ac-
cording to its orders.

Emerging out of the meeting, a visibly
angry Gujarat chief minister Narendra

Modi charged the Centre with acting un-
der Patkar’s pressure and being scared
of agitation. Accusing Deshmukh of fol-
lowing the Congress whip, Modi remind-
ed him that the project stood to benefit
Maharashtra immensely. “The issue is
unresolved. There is no decision. There
is a tie. Three-fourths of the states are in
favour of increasing the height of the
dam. The Centre and its representatives
want to push the country into darkness
due to political reasons and I appeal to
the people of Gujarat to exert pressure
through democratic means,” he said.
Terming as unfortunate the Centre’s
moves to stall the work, he said it posed
a threat to the future of all states as once
completed, the project would generate
1450 MW of power. agencies
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SARDAR SAROVAR PROJ.

Dam pOll’[lm
stalls work
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NEW DELHI, April 15. — Giving a
political twist ta the raging contro-
versy over the height of the con-
tentious Sardar Sarovar dam, the
Gujarat chief minister Mr
Narendra Modi today announced
he would” undertake a 51-hour
fast beginning tomorrow at the
Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad
to protest against the Cenire’s pro-~
posal to suspend further construc-
tion of the Narmada dam.

Upset over the outcome of
today’s meeting of the Narmada
Control Authority review commit-
tee convened by its chairman,
Union water resources minister
Mr Saifuddin Soz, which proposed
suspending further construction
of the Sardar Sarovar dam pend-
ing proper rehabilitation of ous-~
tees, Mr Modi slammed Mr Soz for
the “political” decision. He cha-
rged the Cenire  with making a
“premeditated” bid to stall the
dam project under pressure from
the Medha Patkar-led Narmada
Bachao Andolan (NBA). Chief
ministers of the four participatory
states in the dam project, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan, attended the meet-
ing. Mr Soz had initially ann-
ounced that he had ordered sus-
pension of work on the dam. He
later amended his statement to say
work was “in the process of being
suspended”. “Since there is a tie
and the Central team led by me
found that rehabilitation in
Madhya Pradesh was not in accor-
dance with directives, through a
resolution we are recommending
suspension to the Prime Minister,”
Mr Soz said. He added: “We are
not against the dam’s construction
and I know its advantages.” He
said he wanted the Supreme Court

to see for itself whether rehabilita-
tion had taken place. Chief minis-

ters of BjP-ruled states, however,
were having none of it. Mir Modi

15 144 (008
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CT ‘SUSPENDED’

CMs of BJP-ruled states oppose
Centre’s move :
B Narendra Modi to start a 51-hour fast at

Sabarmati Ashram today
M Not to left behind, Congress calls bandh
in Gujarat

-

accused the Centre as well as the
Congress-led Maharashtra gov-
ernment of “politicising” the issue.
Mr LK Advani, called the Prime
Minister and urged him to “end the
stalemate”.

Not to be left behind, the
Gujarat  Pradesh  Congress
Committee today gave a Gujarat
bandh call and rushed its top lead-
ership to New Delhi to meet the
Prime Minister, “Since 1961, all
political parties in Gujarat have
spoken in one voice regarding the
Narmada dam which is directly
linked to the progress of the state
and is the life-line of Gujarat,”
senior GPCC leader Mr Hasmukh
Patel  told  reporters . in
Ahmedabad. “We appeal to the
Union Government to let the work
on the dam continue and not stall
ing the damy’s height to 121.92
” he said.

métres
The NBA, which has been observ-
ing a satyagraha here for weeks to
press for a halt in the Sardar Sar-
ovar’s construction in the absence
of resettlement and rehabilitation of
thousands of displaced families ev-
en at the current dam height in ac-
cordance with SC directives, said it
00 was not satisfied with the review
comumitiee meeting’s outcome.

See DAM, page 10
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Gargi Parsai

NEW DELH: The meeting of the
Review Committee of the Nar-
mada  Control  Authority
(RCNCA) here on Saturday
failed to achieve a consensus on
the Centre’s proposal to tempo-
rarily suspend the construction
of the Sardar Sarovar dam till
resettlement and rehabilitation
of the project-affected families
was completed.

The matter would be reported
to Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. It is also coming up in the
Supreme Court on Monday.

The Government said, “It was
open to the Supreme Court to
consider whether the construc-
tion of the dam should be tempo-
rarily suspended till such time as
rehabilitation and resettlement
of project affected families is
done in consonance with its
directions.”

The Centre moved the pro-
posal based on the report of the
three-member Group of Minis-
ters (GoM) led by Water Re-
sources Minister Saifuddin Soz,
which visited rehabilitation sites
in Madhya Pradesh last week.

“Largely paperwork”

In the report, the Ministerial
team has categorically stated:
“The reports of the rehabilita-
tion and resettlement sub-group
and the Grievance Redressal Au-
thority, on the basis of which the
Narmada Control Authorlty
(NCA) granted permission for
_raiging  the height,--Has been
largely paperwork and it has no
relevance to the situation on the
ground.” The report was made
available to-members of the Au-
thority.

The meeting saw a vertical
spilt along party lines with the
three BJP-ruled States of Guj-
arat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajas-
than opposing the Centre’s
resolution, and Ministers of the
Congress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance, Saifuddin Soz, A
Raja, and Chief Minister of the
Congress-ruled  Maharashtra,
Vilasrao Deshmukh, supporting
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Narmada dam talks

Gujarat Chief Mlmster Narencﬁ1

deadlocked.

|MM

Modi plans to go on 51 hour fast from today

COLLECTIVE PRESSURE: Union Ministers A. Raja (Environment) and Saifuddin Soz (Water Resources), at centre,
with Chief Ministers S.S. Chauhan (Madhya Pradesh), Narendra Modi (Gujarat), Vilasrao Deshmukh
(Maharashtra), and Vasundhara Raje Scindia (Rajasthan) at the review meeting of the Narmada Control Authority
in New Delhi on Saturday. — PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

it. There was also lack of consen-
sus on three separate resolu-
tions moved by Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi, Rajas-

“ than Chief Minister Vasundhara

Raje and Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan
on endorsing the decision of the
Authority to allow Gujarat to
raise the height of the dam from
110.64 metres to 121.92 metres.
Speaking to media persons af-
ter the meeting, Mr. Soz said the
RCNCA recognised the need to
construct the dam as it would
provide benefits to the basin
States. “However, there was no
consensus on whether construc-
tion of the dam should be sus-
pended in view of the fact that
rehabilitation and resettlement

of the affected families had not
been done to the satisfaction of
the requirement laid down by
the Supreme Court.”
Modi’s criticism

Mr. Modi criticised the UPA
Government for attempting to
stall the dam construction in the
face of the indefinite fast by Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan leader
Medha Patkar. He told reporters
that he would go on a 51-hour
fast from 2 p.m. on Sunday on
the banks of Sabarmati in Ah-
medabad. This would be against
the Central Government’s “anti-
development and anti-Gujarat”
policies, he said.

According to him, the matter
could not be referred to the

THE VDU

Prime Minister as there was a tie
on that issue as well. “Only the
Committee can decide if an un-
resolved issue can be referred to
the Prime Migister for his deci-
sion [which would be final and
binding].” Asked how the issue
could then be resolved, he said,
“The Government should evolve
a political consensus on it.”

Mr. Raja said Mr. Chauhan ac-
cepted in the meeting that there
was some delay and lacunae in
resettlement and rehabilitation
of the dam displaced people in
his State of Madhya Pradesh.

Commitment

Mr. Chauhan said his State
was committed to the rehabil-
itation of dam displaced people

and was working towards it.

The Narmada Bachao Ando-
lan said it was not unexpected
that there would be no conclu-
sive decision at the meeting.
“The tie is between truth and
untruth, between democratic
values and selfish party politics.”

To continue fast

Medha Patkar, whose condi-
tion worsened on the 18th day of
her indefinite fast on Saturday,
would continue with it seeking
justice for the dam displaced
population.

More reports on Page 10
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Youth Congress
workers attack
cinema house

AW
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Aamir Khan Lw\,

Special Correspondent

)
AHMEDABAD: Youth Cohgress
workers in Vadodara on Friday
attacked a cinema house show-
ing an Amir Khan film and
forced the authorities to sus-
pend the show.

The demonstration later
spread to many other parts of
Gujarat. Effigies of the actor and
Narmada Bachao Andolan lead-
er Medha Patkar were burnt.

BJP supporters and represen-
tatives of various voluntary or-
ganisations also joined the stirin
Ahmedabad, Surat and many
other places in the State. Both
the Youth Congress and the BJP
Yuva Morcha have given a call to
the people to boycott Amir
Khan’s films in protest against
his open support to the NBA.
The cinema theatre owners in
most parts of the State have sus-
pended Amir Khan’s films ap-
prehending disturbances from
political activists.

Later under the auspices of
the Narmada Abhiyan, leaders of
political parties, representatives
of voluntary organisations, the
chambers of commerce and oth-
er institutions marched to the
Raj Bhavan in Gandhinagar and
submitted a memorandum to
Governor Nawal Kishore Shar-
ma, demanding early implemen-
tation of the dam project.
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PDam: Congress

turns aggress

"Chauhan created hurdle lgé:onstructlon"

. i »

Special Correspondent éL /\/"VA" N’ Y State Congress warns
AHMEDABAD: Following the Unit- ﬂ of confrontation
ed Progressive Alliance Govern- g §t?ﬂ¢fhﬂ Is
ment’s decision to call for a ﬁw
review of the height of the Sar-
dar Sarovar dam, the Congressin ~ * BJP m‘ that M““‘ya
Gujarat has adopted a more ag- Pradesh Government Is
gressive stance to demand “no not cooperating with
stoppage of construction.” Gujarat

The new president of the par-
ty’s State unit, Bharat Solanki, '
warned the Centre of a “con~- complete the rehabilitation
frontation” if it adopted a pro- process by the stipulated date of
NBA posture and stopped the JunelS5,2006.

construction.

Congress sources said the pre-
sent hurdle to the construction
of the dam had been created not
by the Congress Ministers at the
Centre but by Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chauhan of the BJP.

The sources said the Narmada
Control Authority gave its clear-
ance for raising the dam height
from 110.64 metres to 121.92
metres last month on the basis of
the assurances given by the for-
mer Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, Babulal Gaur, for
simultaneous rehabilitation and
resettlement of the project-af-
fected people. But immediately
after the clearance was given,
Mr. Chauhan wrote to Union
Water Resources Minister Sai-
fuddin Soz saying it was impgs-
sible for his administ/ratiy((a

to

SRL @i g

Mr. Soz was believed to be
planning to write to all con-
cerned, including the Chief Min-
isters of the States, calling for
immediate stoppage of the con-
struction. However, realising
that such a letter would be da-
maging to the BJP in Gujarat,
Chief Minister Narendra Modi is
said to have urged some senior
Congress leaders in Delhi to stop
Mr. Soz from writing it. Sources
in the CMO, however, refused to
deny or confirm whether Mr.
Modi had approached Dethi-
based Congress leaders to stop
Mr. Soz from writing the letter.

BJP leaders, however, blame
the Congress Ministers at the
Centre for “playing into the
hands of NBA leader Medha and
perhaps some hidden hands

iding the agitation to stall the

onstruction of the dam.”
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Narmada project: the points at issue ~

Ramaswamy R. Iyer

HE DHARNA of the Narmada Bachao
Andolan (NBA) and Medha Patkar’s
fast give rise to many important ques-
tions. (1) Are big dams in general good
or bad? (2) More specifically, is the Sardar Saro-
var Project (SSP) a good project? (3). Is the SSP,
as currently under implemen?:{tlon, in conform-
ity with the prescribed conditions on the envi-
ronmental and rehabilitation gspgcts‘i (4} !f
there is a failue, g Construction work
until that failure has been rectified, as demanded
by the NBA? In particular, is the form of protest,
including fasting by three persons, right, or does
it amount to coercion? _ )

(5) In a parliamentary democracy like ours, is
there room for people’s movements like the
NBA? Are not the people’s interests taken care of
by their elected representatives in Parliament
and the State Legislatures? .

The first two questions will not be gone into
here. Whether dams are good or bad, and wheth-
er SSP is a well-conceived project or not, it is a
reality. There is a standing dam wall of 110
metres, and it seems too late to consider hypo-
thetical alternatives in this case, though lessons
can and must still be drawn from this case for the
future. In the present case, we have to consider
how best the dam already constructed can be put
to good use, how some benefits can be extracted
out of the social and human costs already in-
curred, how the existing injustices and hargl-
ships can be remedied and how further hardship
and injustice can be avoided or minimised. As for

question (5), it is clear enough that representa-
tive parliamentary democracy cannot always be
presumed to be fully representative of,' or re-
sponsive to, the people. Civil society initiatives,
people’s movements, rallies, public interest liti-

CARTOONSCAPE .

What the NBA is asking for is a suspension Qf
work on the project until the prescribed

o

conditions on resettlement and rehabilitation
have been fully met inall respects. g - ¢ o

. h-’ 18
gation, and so on, do have a place. All t o
i o be argued
_self-evident and does not need o be STETEC. o)
and (4). : S
The NBA has be.a arguing that even with
reference to the stage already reachedatz the
Project, resettlement and rehabilitation are lag-
ging badly in terms of numbers and sex?qusly
deficient in terms of conformity to conditions,
the result being considerable hardship and in-
justice to many. To illustrate: certain steps have
to be completed a year or six months (as thecase
may be) before submergence; there has 1o be_
land-based rehabilitation and not cash compen-
sation; a choice (real and not illusory) of three
sites for rehabilitation has to be given tc the
project-affected persons (PAPs); villages have as
far as possible to be re-settled in clusters an¢ not
scattered far and wide; certain facilities hav to
be provided at the re-settlement sites; apd soon.
The complaint is that there are failures in regird
to most of these matters.

The NBA has provided documentation to sib-
stantiate its contentions. It must be noteq thait
is basing its complaints on the prescriptions>f
the Narmada Tribunal and the jddgments of te
Supreme Court. The official machinery refuss
to accept the NBA’s contentions. Based on oft
cial reports, the NCA has come to the conclusio.
that the height of the dam can be raised from 11
to 121 metres. This will add a large number to th
category of PAPs, and rehabilitation will fa

even further behind. What the NBA is asking for
is a suspension of work on the project until the
prescribed conditions on resettlement and reha-
bilitation have been fully met in all respects.

How can one be sure that the NBA is right and
the official claims on completion of rehabilita-
tion wrong? My answer to that question is that I
have read the NBA’s documentation and find it
persuasive. Many others — writers, academics,
activists, former civil servants, intellectuals,
eminent figures in public life — are also similarly
persuaded. Even the new Water Resources Min-
ister Saifuddin Soz seemed unconvinced that
rehabilitation was satisfactory. D. Raja of the
CPI made a public statement at the dharna site
in support of the NBA’s stand. It seems clear that
the official reports on the basis of which the NCA
took the decision to raise the height of the dam
were questionable; at any rate, the matter needs
objective, independent re-examination. Pending
such re-examination, the copstruction work
must necessarily be suspended. This demand of
the NBA seems entirely justified.

People in the bureaucracy are reported to
have asked with real or feigned indignation:
“Can we give a veto power over governmental
decision-making to an individual?” That falls
strangely on one’s ears. What veto power? The
juggernaut is rolling heedless of protests. The
Chief Minister of Gujarat is reported to have said
that nothing must be allowed to stop the project.
What power have the people been able to exer-

‘weyysadespip
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cise? One can in fact turn that around and ask —
as some have done — the opposite question: “Are
peaceful protests ineffective? Will the state re-
spond only to violence?” As for coercion, if fast-
ing is coercion, so are strikes, bandhs, hartals,
and other forms of protest. Unfortunately, it is
the absence of response to letters, memoranda,
resolutions, and even personal pleas at meet-
ings, that drive people to such confrontational
methods. If there had been early and construc-
tive responses to Medha Patkar’s pleas she could
have avoided recourse to such an extreme step.
Let us note that it was only when she went on a
fast and her condition started deteriorating that
Ministers came to the dharna site. Who thenis to
blame for her decision?

After the above was written, there have been
reports of Ministerial visits to the valley. We
await the Ministers’ reports, hoping that they
will be fair and objective and not guided by
advance political instructions.

Meanwhile, one has seen an article severely
critical of Medha Patkar in The Indian Express
of April 10, 2006. The author finds her respon-
sible for delaying the SSP by several years and
describes her as perverse, opposed to all devel-
opment, and an ideologue. The NBA’s petition to
the Supreme Court led to a hiatus in the project
from 1994 to 2000, and the NBA is often blamed
for this six-year delay. However, when it filed its
petition in 1994, did NBA ask the Supreme Court
to take six years to deliver judgment? The Su-
preme Court could have refused to entertain the
petition; it could have refused to order the sus-
pension of work on the project; if it admitted the
petition and ordered the stoppage of work, it
must have found some substance in the NBA’s
complaints. Having done so, it could have dis-
posed of the case in six months instead of six
years; can the responsibility for that delay be laid
at the NBA’s doors? In the end, the majority
judgment went against the NBA, but at least one
judge found the processes of examination and
clearance wanting and ordered are-examination
of the project; being a minority judgment it had
no legal effect, but it showed that the NBA’s
petition was not a frivolous or ill-conceived one.

Subsequently, the NBA has been drawing at-
tention to non-compliance with conditions, vio-
lations of human rights, hardship, and so on.
Faced with these things, should the NBA have
kept quiet on the ground that complaints will
cause delays? Should the responsibility for such
delays be attributed to the complainant or to
those whose omissions and commissions made
the complaints necessary? Are protests against
lapses “perverse”?

As for ‘ideology,’ it is curious that those who
equate ‘development’ with big dams and other
big projects, huge shopping malls filled with the
world’s merchandise, and roads bursting with
automobiles, are not described as ideologues,
but those who argue that such ideas of devel-
opment have brought the world to the brink of
disaster and that we must pull back from the
brink before it is too late, are castigated as ideo-
logues. Ms. Patkar is not alone in holding such

views; there is a worldwide groundswell of opin-
ion that humanity must alter its ways if it and
Planet Earth are to.survive. There are indeed
many who hold the opposite view, and they are
entitled to do so; but they are not entitled to
dismiss those whom they consider wrong with
scorn and contempt.

In conclusion, let me put aside the attempt at
academic and objective analysis, and make a
declaration. The NBA is a great mass movement,
one of the most important ones since independ-
ence. It — and the Tehri movement — have
forever altered our understanding of such pro-
jects. Ms, Patkar is one of the great Indians of our
time. I salute her nobility of spirit, her indomita-
ble courage, and her steadfast commitment to
the cause that she has espoused. I pray for her
safe and successful emergence from the ordeal
that she has undertaken.

(The writer is a former Union Secretary for
Water Resources.,)
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“Narmada dam:
Soz meets

‘Patkar, talks
of ‘suitable '
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ASSURING “suitable re-
habilitation” of the people af-
fected due the Sardar Sarovar
Project, Union Minister for
Water Resources Saifuddin
Soz today met social activist
Medha Patkar, who is on an
indefinite hunger strike since
Wednesday, and urged her to
break the fast.

However, Patkar stood firm
on her decision and refused to
call off her hunger strike un-
less “concrete action” was
taken in the matter. The Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan ac-
tivists have been protesting
the Narmada Control Author-
ity’s “unilateral” decision to
increase the height of the Sar-
dar Sarovar Project t0 121.92
meters without rehabilitating
over 35,000 affected families.

“We urge Patkar to break
her fast. She is welcome to
continue her protest and
raise the issue with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
my ministry and the courts,”
said Soz, who was accompa-
nied by Union Minster for
Social Justice Meira Kumar
and Minister of State in the
Prime Minister’s Office
Prithviraj Chavan. He said
his ministry would “leave no
stone unturned” in the reha-
bilitation of the tribals.

In a memorandum to the
PM, NBA activists, including
Nirmala Deshpande, Nan-
dita Das, Jayati Ghosh, Shab-
nam Hashmi, condemned
the decision to raise the
height of the dam.

!
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Five-year jail term for Salyxa/n Khan

Court holds him guilty of killing rare animal; lawyer says he will appeal against verdic

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: Bollywood star Salman
Khan was sentenced to five
years’ rigorous imprisonment by
a court in Jodhpur on Monday
and sent to the Central Jail after
being held guilty of killing a
chinkara, a protected species of
gazelle. The heart-throb of cine-
magoers was also fined Rs.
25,000 following his conviction
under the Wildlife Protection
Act.

A visibly shaken Salman
Khan, who was present in the
court when Chief Judicial Ma-
gistrate Brijendra Kumar Jain
pronounced the judgment, was
immediately taken into custody,
bundled into a police van, and
despatched to the jail. The actor
is likely to remain behind bars
for at least two days, as an appli-
cation seeking bail and suspen-
sion of the sentence can be filed
only on Wednesday, with Tues-
day being a public holiday on ac-
count of Mahavir Jayanti.

The 40-year-old actor was
sentenced to a one-year jail term
by the same court on February
17 this year in a case of poaching
of black bucks, though the sen-
tence was suspended for a
month. Monday’s sentence has
been awarded in connection
with the killing of a chinkara at
Ghoda farmhouse near Matha-
nia on the night of September
28,1998, when Salman Khan was
in Jodhpur shooting for Suraj
Barjatya’s film “Hum Saath
Saath Hain”.

Actors Saif Ali Khan, Neelam,
Tabu and Sonali Bendre are co-
accused in one of the four poach-
ing cases registered against Sal-
man Khan, in which the final
judgment is yet to be delivered.
Comedian Satish Shah was ac-

SENTENCED: Actor Salman Khan being escorted by
policemen out of a court in Jodhpur on Monday after he
was sentenced to jail in a poaching case. —PHOTO: AFP

quitted in the case of poaching of
black bucks in Bhawad village in
the February 17 verdict.

The Chief Judicial Magistrate,
convicting Salman Khan under
Section 51 of the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act on Monday, also sen-
tenced co-accused Govardhan
Singh -- who was a guard at Gho-
da farmhouse -- to one year’s rig-
orous imprisonment and a fine
of Rs. 5,000. Four other accused
-- Bal Angre, Pratap Singh, Om
Singh, and Dushyant Singh --
were acquitted.

Salman Khan’s counsel Hasti-
mal Saraswat said he would file
an appeal against the judgment
in the Sessions Court and af-
firmed that his client’s case was
“strong on merit”., The Bolly-
wood actor has already appealed
against the February 17

1 ¥ 2006

judgment.

The court has also convicted
Salman Khan under Section 143
(member of an unlawful assemb-
1y) of the Indian Penal Code and
sentenced him to three months’
imprisonment under this provi-
sion. Both prison sentences will
run concurrently.

The CIJM had on April 7 re-
jected Salman Khan’s applica-
tion seeking summoning of the
main witness in the poaching
case, Harish Dulani, who was ab-
senting himself from court ap-
pearances for several years. He
had reportedly retracted his ear-
lier statement that he had seen
the actor killing the animal.

According to the prison au-
thorities in Jodhpur, Salman
Khan would be kept in an ordi-
nary cell like other prisoners and

HE HINLY

would not be given any special
treatment. In the history of envi-
ronmental laws, this is one of the
few instances where a strong
punishment has been awarded r
for killing an endangered |
animal.

The Wildlife Protection Act
provides for a sentence up to
seven years and a fine up to Rs.
25,000 for killing endangered
animals such as black buck, ga-
zelle, antelope and chinkara,
which are protected under
Schedule I of the Statute. Such
harsh punishment is normally
given to habitual poachers and
illegal traders in elephant tusks
and tiger skins.

The Ghoda farmhouse case
was registered against Salman
Khan and others under Sections
143, 144, 148 and 201 read with |
Section 149 of IPC, Section 51
and 52 of the Wildlife Protection
Act and Section 27 of the Indian
Arms Act at the Mathania police |
station on October 11, 1998, The
charge sheet was filed in the |
court on May 14, 1999, and |
charges were framed on April 14,
2001.

The Bishnoi community in
Mathania, which worships black
bucks and chinkaras and was '
primarily instrumental in press-
ing charges against Salman
Khan, has welcomed Monday’s
verdict. Rajasthan Forest and
Environment Minister Laxmin-
arain Dave has also hailed the
judgment as victory of justice”.

Mr. Dave said the judgment !
would strengthen the State Gov-
ernment’s efforts to protect
wildlife and check poaching, be-
sides sending across a strong sig-
nal to the hunters. “No criminal |
involved in the poaching of wild
animals can be above the law,”
he added. , 3
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NEW DELHI: Narmada Bachao An-
dolan leader Medha Patkar on
Sunday urged Dr. Singh to in-
tervene in getting her dis-
/;ga;ged from the All-India
Anstitute of Medical Sciences

where she was removed from the
dharna site at Jantar Mantar on
April 5 when her condition start
ed deteriorating.

Demanding her right to con-
tinue her indefinite fast at the
dharna site with the Narmada
dam-displaced tribals and villag-
ers, she said it was “unfortunate”
and “spoke for the distorted per-
spective of the system” that she
was charged of attempt to com-
mit suicide under Section 309 of
the Indian Penal Code and her
colleagues were accused of “riot-
ing, criminal assault, obstruct-
ing public servants in discharge
of their duty and so on”.

The fact was, she said, that
most of the NBA workers and
dam-displaced people were
asleep when police swooped
down on them in the middle of
the night.

In a letter written to the
Prime Minister on Sunday, Ms.
Patkar said that while this might
have to be fought legally, “we
know by now that all decisions
relating to Sardar Sarovar dam
are made on the basis of neither .

law nor facts, but politics”. /

X
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Quiet flows the Narma

EDHA PATKAR
was on Wednesday
night removed to Al-
. IMS, in New Delhi,
under protective medical custody
to save her life. She was on the
eighth day of a fast unto death to
stop the Sardar Sarovar dam being
_raised from 110.64 m t0 121.92 m,
.+ even as a ministerial delegation left
~iDelhi for the Narmada valley to
" make arapid appraisal of the reha-
- bilitation situation. The ministers
- had vainly implored Patkar to give
up-ber fast on the assurance that
. everything possible would be done
~ to ensure that all affected families
“were properly rehabilitated.

"The Narmada Bacaho Andolan
(NBA) supporters and environ-
mental activists have reacted with
sullen rage, even hysteria. Patkar
has gone on fast time and time again
to get her way. While such self-in-
flicted suffering arouses concern
and sympathy, democratic govern-
ments have a wider ineluctable so-
cial and political responsibility, and
cannot abandon due process in
favour of any one set of demands
through emotional biackmail. This is
not Gandhian. The Mahatma was
pitted against constitutionally irre-
sponsible and unrepresentative
alien rule. The situation today is
very different, The water resources
minister has promised a review of
the Narmada Control Authority’s
(NCAs) decision to permit further
raising of the dam. Moreover, an
NBA petition on this very issue be-
fore the Supreme Court will be
heardon April17.

Patkar’s insistence on immediate
stoppage of work on the dam is per-
verse. Work on the SSP dam has
been suspended off and on for ap-
proximately six or more years at the
instance of the NBA. This itself has
complicated issues by weakening
the oustee’s resolve to move,
swelling numbers and preventing re-
habilitation, which entails steady
emotional adjustment to the new
dispensation after the initial phases
of relocation and resettlement. In

‘the confused parlance of R&R de-
bate, the last phase is treated as
coterminous with the first two. Ask
evenasophisticated family how long
ittakestosettle downwhen it moves
house, to say nothing of moving sta-
tion. It is fallacious to imagine that
R&R in the case of many tens of
thousands of villagers, spread over
three states will be instantly accom-
plished without a glitch.

The broad facts are that the
NCA, chaired by the union water
resources secretary, cleared the en-
hanced height of 121.92 m on
March 8. Thiswas done after action

- taken reports on R&R had been

vetted by the high level Grievance

B.G. VERGHESE Sttﬁ

Stopping work would be 9%
unwarranted and expensive.

&

height of the dam immediately.
There is a limited working season
remaining within which to raise the
dam to the newly approved height
and take defensive measures for
protection of the structure at this
level before the July floods. There-
fore stoppage of work would be un-
warranted and expensive, especially
as the dam at 121.92 m will irrigate
an additional 3.6 lakh ha, provide
drinking water over a longer reach of
Narmada canal offtakes, and gen-
erate up to 1450 MW of power at
the river bed and canal head hydel
stations. These are no small gains
and will benefit millions, including
small and marginal farmers, and

While such self-inflicted suffering arouses
concern and sympathy, democratic
governments have a wider, ineluctable social
and political responsibility

Redressal Authority, set up in Gu-
jarat, Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh respectively at the instance
of the Supreme Court, and there-
after approved by the Narmada
R&R and environmental sub-
groups of the NCA. This is not to
say that physical or perceptional
gaps and flaws might not still remain
in some minds. But these are all
subject to review and correction. In-
deed the new Water Resources
Minister had himself said that he
needed to be fully satisfied and had
announced his intention of conven-
ingameeting of the ministerial level
Review Committee of the NCA to
goover the ground again.

There was accordingly no need
for an ultimatum to halt raising the

trigger further employment and in-
come generation. Special provision
can be made, including a compen-
sation package for those —if any —
eligible for R&R but inadequately
provided for, or not at all, should
they suffer submergence.

The NBA asserts that Madhya
Pradesh has been forcing cash com-
pensation on oustees in lieu of
land-for-land as stipulated, on the
ground that land is not available.
When the Narmada Award was
made, degraded forest land could
be used for R&R. But passage of
the Forest Conservation Act in
1985 barred all such diversion. The
patent untenability of the land-for-
land formula was compounded by
the terms offered for eligible “ous-

da

tees”. ThlS pro Mlth some

variations, for a minimum of two ha
for each “oustee”, oras much asthe
holding lost; two ha for each co-

The gains will benefit millions N(X;“@Z‘hﬁﬁrh;ﬁ% ncronchor

and two ha for each landless
labourer employed. Where was all
this land to come from? In addi-
tion, each “oustee” is entitled to a
500 sq m homestead plot and to be
settledin clusters.

_ The persisting promise of land-
for-land is misconceived as an ab-
solute right and only credible form
of R&R. Distress migration from
the Narmada Valley, as elsewhere,
on account of lack of development
or employment opportunities has
led to hundreds of thousands mov-
ingfrom farmsorthe oountq(sxde to
non-farm, non-land occupations.
Where land is available, let land be
given by all means. For the rest, and
for the most part, supervised cash
compensation with training and mi-
cro credit for asset-creation and
self-employment around home-
stead plots or flatted factories
would be abetter answer.

As the SSP dam rises, submer-
gence will be partial and seasonal,
sometimes only for a few daysin a
year of high flood. Many millions of
farmers all over the country live
with such a regime and practice
draw down farming or cultivate char
lands richly fertilised by receding
floods. To treat all of this as total or
permanent “submergefice” is to
misunderstand and exaggerate the
problem. Differential compensa-
tionisinorder here.

Medha Patkar is not specifically
opposed to the Narmada dam or
any specific aspect or impact. The
target varies. She is opposed to all
large dams, thermal projects, mines
and, indeed, all large projects at all
times. For her, smallis beautiful; big
isbad. Her objection is ideological.
Yes, R&R must be humane and
just. At the end of the day those dis-
placed must be at least as well or
better off than before. Let us all join
handsto achieve that objective.



Union Ministerial
team leaves for

Madhya Pradesh
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'Medha Patkar continues fast in hospital

Gargi Parsai

| NEW DELHI: A three-member team
of Central Ministers left for
Madhya Pradesh on Thursday to
visit select resettlement sites of
Narmada dam displaced families
in Badwani district, even as the
Narmada Bachao Andolan lead-

r Medha Patkar continued her
indefinite fast at the All-India
Institute of Medical Sciences
where she was taken to by the
police on Wednesday night. Sev-
en more people from various or-
ganisations joined the indefinite
hunger strike at the dharna site
on Thursday.

Ms. Patkar was visited at the
Intensive Care Unit of the Al-
IMS by her brother, Mahesh,
who arrived here from Mumbai.
He said her condition was worri-
some but stable. She was strong
mentally and determined to car-
ry on the struggle for the dis-
placed tribals and villagers, he
said. She is under observation
and nobody is being allowed to
visit her.

Refuses saline drip

On Wednesday night, she re-
fused an intravenous saline drip
and declared that the dharna
and hunger strike would contin-
ue. Only one of the fasting villag-
er, Jamsingh Nargave, is with
her. The rest are at the dharna
site.

The Ministerial team that left
for Madhya Pradesh included
Water Resources Minister Sai-
fuddin Soz, Minister for Social
Justice and Employment Meira
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Kumar, Minister of State in
Prime Minister’s Office Prithivi-
raj Chauhan. Water Resources
Secretary J. Hari Narayan and
Social Justice and Employment
Secretary Sarita Prasad, along
with members of the Narmada
Control Authority will visit
some of the rehabilitation sites.
NBA members are not part of the
team.

Before leaving for Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Soz told the
The Hindu that the team would
see for themselves the level of
resettlement and rehabilitation
of the displaced families in pur-
suant of the Narmada Tribunal
award and Supreme Court or-
ders. He said over a period of
time they would also see the re-
habilitation elsewhere. “What-
ever is possible we will do,” he
said. ,

Asked about the cash compen-
sation being offered to the up-
rooted families, he said, “We are
examining everything.”

ety g

Mr. Soz declined to comment
on the police action at the dhar-
na site, but said that the Govern-
ment, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Congress
president Sonia Gandhi were
concerned about Ms. Patkar’s
health and she had to be taken to
hospital. The team will visit Pi-
plod, Dharampura, Khera, Alwa-
da and Nasirpur.

NBA members Dipti and Yogi-
ni said the Water Ministry had
worked out an itinerary with
them about the villages that
faced displacement and those
that had been submerged and
whose inhabitants were sitting
on the hills. “However, the pro-
gramme that the Narmada Au-
thority has worked out for the
Ministers is changed and ex-
cludes crucial villages and sites.
The explanation is that logistics
cannot be worked out so they
would leave out Dhar villages.
Instead of two days, the visit has
been cut short to one day.”

]
‘j RAJKOT: Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
said that work on the Sardar

i Sarovar Dam should not stop,

| as it was the lifeline of the

1 drought prone region of

‘ Saurashtra, Gujarat.

| Atapublic rally here, from

| where BJP leader L.K. Advani
began the ‘Bharat Suraksha
Yatra’ this morning, Mr. Modi

Thi. hing

»

“Work on dam must continue”

criticised the Narmada Bachao
Andolan activists’ demand

that work on increasing the j
height of the dam be stopped.
The displaced persons would

be rehabilitated. “The
Government was fully
committed to the

rehabilitation of those being
displaced or affected by the
project,” he said. — UNI




‘Angry Narmada
oustees want

ob - i

“'ministers to
‘prolong visit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, APRIL7

THREE Union ministers
who visited Sardar Sarovar
Project-dam affected villages
and rehabilitation sites in
Madhya Pradesh on Friday
had a tough time as oustees
and NBA volunteers wanted
them to prolong their visit to
hear their tales of corruption
and inadequate compensa-
tion. Angered by the whistle-
stop itinerary, villagers said
the ministers should spend at
least a fortnight to know the
ground situation. Theyalleged
that the compensation/relief
given by the state government
either did not reach them or
was inadequate.

- The team comprising Water

Resources Minister Saifuddin
Soz, Social Justice and Em-
powerment Minister Meira
Kumar and Minister of State in
PMO Prithviraj Chauhan had
tried to keep their schedule un-
derwraps. In fact, their sudden
visit took the Madhya Pradesh
government by surprise be-
cause it was bracingitself to de-
fend charges levelled by NBA
and Medha Patkar.

“We knew they would come
but they came unannounced,”
agovernment official admitted
on Friday. Chief Minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan put up a
brave face saying the govern-
ment had tried to do its best
but there could be irregulari-
ties, which the official machin-
erywould set right. He claimed
that rehabilitation was taking
place according to the guide-
lines laid by the Supreme
Court. The team tried to strike
a balance by visiting sites sug-
gested by NBA and the MP

Bachao Andolan leader!
Patkar continued het
strike atthe AlIMS de

proper rehabilitation of th
families affected by the Sa
Sarovar Project, even
ple all across the country -
staged relay-fastand ho
strikesto ol

withhercause, =

government. While the An-
dolan wanted to present worst-
affected villages the govern-
ment wished to take the team
to Dharampuri and Nisarpur
villages where it claims the
biggest resettlement sites are
coming up. However, at every
place the team had to face an-
gry villagers. The Narmada
Valley Development Author-
ity officials accompanying the
centrai team tried in vain to in-
tervene and offer their side of
the story but protesters pre-
vailed over them.

Atone time villagers tried to
resort to chakka jam and
roughed an SDPO when the
policemen tried to restore or-
der. The ministers had a diffi-
cult time entering their cars as
protesters blocked the way.
Soz announced that the team
had been deputed by the PM
to assess the rehabilitation
scene. He said the memoranda
submitted by villagers would
be studied. The team, how-
ever, refrained from making
any comment on their assess-
ment and said it would submit
itsreport to the Centre.

Oustees openly accused the
official machinery of corrup-
tion alleging that they were of-
ten asked for cuts to release
compensation cheques.

O 7 &PE 2505
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Damn good dam

n 15 March the Ke-

rala Assembly un-

animously passed a
Bill to nullify the 27 Feb-
ruary Supreme Court order
authorising the raising of
water level in the Mulla-
periyar dam from 136 feet
to 142 feet and permitting
further strengthening of
the 111-year-old masonry
dam as suggested by the
Central Water Commis-
sion. The Kerala Irrigation
and Water Conservation
(Amendment) Bill, 2006,
which is yet to get the Gov-
ernor’s assent, empowers
the state’s Dam Safety Au-
thority to prevent raising
the water level of “unsafe
dams”. An unprecedented
special session of the As-
sembly after announce-
ment of the election was
convened exclusively to
pass this controversial Bill.

Ten old dams

Though the Bill is Mul-
aperiyar dam specific, a
pecial schedule of 10 oid
lams have been brought
nder its purview for pub-
ic consumption. The re-
servoir level of these dams
would not be raised not-
withstanding any court or-
der, decree or contract ag-
reement. The Bill gives the
DSA powers to stop ongo-
ing works and even de-
commissioning of dams.
Introducing the Bill, Min-
ister for Water Resources,
Thiruvanchoor Radhakris-
hnan, said it was not mere-
ly to circumvent the Sup-
reme Court order but to
put the safety of the people
of Kerala above all other
-onsiderations. The chief
ninister, Oommen Chan-
ly, said the Mullaperiyar
lam had outlived its nor-
nal life long ago and want-
d to enter into a new ag-
zement with Tamil Nadu.
The Supreme Court jud-
gment, given by a three-
judge Bench comprising
the Chief Justice, YK Sabha-
rwal, Justice CK Thakker
and Justice PK Balasub-
ramanyan, said the appre-
hensions of Kerala had
been found to be baseless.
“In fact, the reports suggest
an obstructionist attitude
on the part of the state of
Kerala”, said the Chief Jus-
tice. The Bench observed
that the report of the ex-
perts committee set up by
the Union Ministry of
Water Resources after ins-
pection of the main dam
which was strengthened
recently, and the galleries,
- baby dam, earthen bund
and spillway concluded
that the dam was com-
pletely safe and that no ex-
cessive seepage was seen.

The author, a veteran
journalist who retired
from The Statesman, is
based in Chennai

Sam Rajappa

There were no visible crac-
ks in the body of the dam
and seepage measuremen-
ts indicated no cracks in
the upstream side of the
dam. The Bench was pass-
ing the order on petitions
filed by the Janata Party
president, Subramanian
Swamy, who had repre-
sented Madurai, one of the
five districts most affected
by the lowering of the stor-
age level in Mullaperiyar
dam, in the Lok Sabha, and
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment. In the pettifogging
so common among rival
politicians in Tamil Nadu,
the opposition DMK which
is a major partner in the
ruling coalition at the
Centre, tried to obstruct
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of the erstwhile- princely
state of Travancore to Mad-
ras Presidency in 1886. The
lease agreement, signed by
Sri Mulam Thirunal Rama-
varma, the cricket-playing
Maharaja, and Lord Con-
nemara, Governor of Mad-
ras Presidency, on 27 Octo-
ber, 1886, gave Madras the
rights over ail the waters of
the Mullaperiyar and its
catchment for diversion to
the territory of the Presi-
dency for 999 years for an
annual consideration of
Rs 40,000.

After Independence
doubts were expressed in
certain quarters about the
legality of the 1886 agree-
ment. After a proper re-
view, the governments of

The waters of Mullaperiyar have been
the mainstay for the supply of drink-
ing water to about 65 lakh people in
Theni, Dindigul, Madurai and Siva-
ganga districts of Tamil Nadu, besides

irrigating about 19 lakh acres
thé Supreme Court passing  Kerala and Tamil Nadu
the 7an ill- renewed in toto the origi-
CONnCeiye idavit. The nal agreement in May
DMK 4/Ynion min-  1970. The waters of Mulla-

ister of environment and
forest, said in his affidavit:
“Enhancement of impoun-
dment would involve sub-
mergence of prime wildlife
habitat which is already in
a state of ecological equili-
brium for more than 100
years. Thus the proposed
action of raising the Mul-
laperiyar reservoir level
would not only amount to
violation of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, but
could also disturb the
wildlife habitat and fauna
owing to submergence”.
The Mullaperiyar is not
an inter-state river. It orig-
inates in the rain-rich for-
ests of the Western Ghats in
Pirmed taluk of Idukki dis-
trict, joins the Periyar and
empties into the Arabian
Sea. The Mullaperiyar dam
and reservoir are construc-
ted in an area of 8,100 acres
given in perpetual lease for
999 years by the Maharaja

periyar have been the
mainstay for the supply of
drinking water to about 65
lakh people in Theni, Din-
digul, Madurai and Sivag-
anga districts of Tamil
Nadu, besides irrigating
about 19 lakh acres. Of the
152 feet storage level, upto
104 feet is dead storage.

In 1976, the Kerala gov-
ernment completed the
555 ft. high Idukki arch
dam with a reservoir capa-
city of 72 tmcft. water-spr-
ead over an area of 62 sq.
km,, intended to generate
780 MW power, 48 km.
downstream of the Mulla-
periyar dam. Due to mas-
sive deforestation of the
high ranges in Idukki in the
1960s and 70s, the rainfall
pattern had changed dras-
tically. The Idukki reservoir
never got the anticipated
flows and the Kerala State
Electricity Board could
generate only a fraction of

power of its installed capa-
city. Its engineers recomm-
ended to the government
that the only way to gen-
erate optimum power from
the Idukki hydroelectric
project was to reduce the
storage level of the Mul-
laperiyar dam from 152 ft.
to 136 ft. A scare was creat-
ed through the media that
the Muilaperivar dam bhad
weakened and could burst
any time, drowning thou-
sands of people in Idukki,
Kottayam and Ernakulam
districts. An expert com-
mittee of the Central Water
Commissionn which- insp-
ected the dam found it
quite safe. However, to
allay the fears of Kerala, it
recommended lowering
the storage level to 136 ft.
and certain measures to
strengthen the dam.

Storage level

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment readily agreed and
lowered the storage to 136
ft. Karunanidhi, who was
then the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, held discus-
sions with the Kerala Chief
Minister, E K Nayanar, in
Thiruvananthapuram on 5
April, 2000. Nayanar blu-
ntly rejected permission to
restore the storage level to
the original 152 ft. He said:
“Any structural failure of
the dam would result in
inundation of the districts
of Idukki, Kottayam and
Ernakulam. You will surely
agree that we cannot even
remotely consider any
such measure which might
result in such a major
catastrophe”.

There is no scope for
inundation of Idukki, Kot-
tayam and Ernakulam dis-
tricts which were, in fact,
prone to flooding almost
every year before the Mul-
laperiyar dam was built.
The Chief Justice, while
delivering the judgment,
pointed out that “if the
worst thing happened and
the dam were to burst, 11
tmcft. water in the Mulla-
periyar reservoir (at 142 ft
storage) could easily be
received by the Idukki dam
downstream”. Incensed by
the remark, the Kerala gov-
ernment plans to move a
review petition in the Sup-
reme Court to get it expun-
ged. “Such remarks could
not be allowed to remain in
the records,” said the water
resources minister.

The panic reaction of the
Tamil Nadu government to
the Kerala Bill is uncalled
for. Tamil Nadu is the cus-
todian of the Mullaperiyar
dam though it is in Kerala
territory. All it has to do is
to direct its engineers in
charge of the dam to set
the sluice gates to allow
storage of 142 ft. water. Na-
ture will do the rest when
the monsoon breaks out in
June-july.
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.2 Time to heed
¥Medha’s messag\é&\

edha Patkar’s indefinite fast has forced the Cen-
tral Government to intervene by sending a
high-level team to visit the Narmada valley to
assess the impact of raising the height of the
Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP). But is this enough? For more
than two decades, Ms. Patkar and the Narmada Bachao
Andolan (NBA) have projected the perspective that mam-
moth projects like the Sardar Sarovar dam cannot be built on
the broken lives of the hundreds of thousands who will be
displaced. Yet, despite dozens of appeals in courts resulting
in specific orders, government notifications, committees
and reviews, this just perspective has notbeen accepted. The
March 8, 2006 order of the Narmada Control Authority
(NCA) to allow the height of the Sardar Sarovar dam to be
raised from the present 110.64 metres to 121.92 metres is a
prime example of insensitivity and callousness. Although
thousands of families have yet to be resettled, particularly in
Madhya Pradesh, the NCA chose to go by false official re-
ports from the three affected States — Gujarat, Maharashtra,
and Madhya Pradesh — that resettlement had been complet-
ed up to the present height. In Madhya Pradesh, which faces
the largest displacement from the SSP, the Government has
\‘Eontinued to violate a provision of the Narmada Waters
~\Dispute Tribunal Award (NWDTA) that oustees must re-
~ ceive land as compensation for displacement. Instead, it has
given out cash compensation with which it expects the
oustees to purchase land. Not only has this failed to rehabil-
./ itate the thousands already affected; nothing has been done
. for an estimated 24,000 families in 177 villages who will be
* displaced if the height of the dam is raised to 121.92 metres.
Maharashtra too has failed in its task of adequately rehabil-
itating those already affected. Once the height of the dam is
raised, another 3,000 families will be displaced. And in
Gujarat, many of those displaced have been reduced to
penury owing to the poor quality of land in the resettlement
sites.

The central question that the current impasse over the
SSP raises is crucial to all future development. Who pays the
price for development? Should it always be the poor? Can
they be fairly compensated? Projects like the SSP have
failed, from their inception, to factor in the social and envi-
ronmental costs. The NBA’s campaign forced these aspects
tobe incorporated. Yet, at every step, the project authorities
try and find ways to bypass their social commitments and
legal obligations. Given the clear directions by the Supreme
Court that resettiement must precede construction of the
dam, it is imperative that further work on the SSP is stopped
until all the displaced have been satisfactorily resettled.™
Meanwhile, Ms. Patkar and her associates deserve a nation’s
gratitude for raising issues that go to the heart of the matter.
Any further procrastination by the Central Government in
acting decisively on the NBA’s just demand — projected,
characteristically, through Medha’s Gandhian techniques of
agitation — will endanger her life and the lives/of others.

-
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NEW DELHI: The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday expressed concern
at the deteriorating health of
Narmada Bachao Andolan lead-
er Medha Patkar, and appealed
to her to call off her indefinite
fast in protest against the raising
of the height of the Narmada
dam in Gujarat. A delegation of
NBA members met United Pro-
gressive Alliance chairperson
Sonia Gandhi on Wednesday
who also expressed concern
about Ms. Patkar’s health.

The Cabinet meeting, chaired
by Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, reviewed the situation
arising out of Ms. Patkar’s condi-
tion even as former Prime Min-
isters V.P. Singh and 1.K. Gujral
and several prominent citizens
appealed to him to intervene.
Doctors examined her twice on
Wednesday. At one stage it
looked as if she would be force-
fed, but the Government decided
against it.

A three-member team of Cen-
tral ministers, including Water
Resources Minister Saifuddin
Soz, Social Justice and Employ-
ment Minister Meira Kumar and
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office Prithiviraj
Chauhan, would visit the dis-
placement villages and resettle-
ment and rehabilitation villages
in Madhya Pradesh on Thurs-
day, said Union Defence Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee. Secretary
to the Water Resources Minister
J..Hari Marayan, who is also the
chairman of the Narmada Con-
trol Authority, is likely to accom-
pany them.

Gargi Parsai

Committee meets

Meanwhile, the resettlement
and rehabilitation sub-commit-
tee met here on Wednesday to
review “compliance” on the re-
habilitation of the displaced
families in the three Narmada
riparian States of Madhya Pra-
desh, Gujarat and Maharashtra.
1t was on the basis of the recom-
mendation of this panel that the

Sain

t,

S

3
& vk

#

CONCERN FOR PATKAR: CPI(M) Polit Bureau member Brinda Karat meefs Narm

&) visit villages in Madhya Pradesh on Thursday

ada Bachao Andolan activist Medha

binet appeals to Medha
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Patkar on the 8th day of her fast at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi:on Wednesday. - PHOTO: S. SUBRAMANIUM

NCA gave its approval to raise
the height of the dam from
110.64 metres to 121.92 metres
on March 8. The award and Su-
preme Court order says all dis-
placed families should be
resettied fully at least six
months prior to raising the
height of the dam.

Official sources said the clear-
ance was accorded after giving a

pleals

May 15 deadline to Madhya Pra-
desh to ensure rehabilitation of
4,000-odd families who were
paid cash compensation to buy
land on their own. The NBA says
there is no provision for cash
compensation in the award.
Speaking to media persons at
the dharna site, Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) polit bu-
reau member Brinda Karat said

THE HING

the Government was answerable
on why the dam height was al-
lowed to be raised when the Su-
preme Court order clearly said
that unless full rehabilitation
was done there would be no sub-
mergence. “Instead of pressur-
ing the NBA to withdraw, the
Government should take back its
decision.”

CPI leaders A.B. Bardhan and

D. Raja said the Central Govern-
ment must intervene. “People
cannot be displaced in this cal-
lous manner and the health of
someone taking up such issues
cannot be allowed to deteriorate
in this manner.”

Editorial on Page 10
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Earthqg

ASSOCIATED Press

Tehran, March 31 ,;’J \} ~
THREE STRONG earthquakes
and several aftershocks reduced
villages tfo rubble in western
Iran on Friday, killing at least 70
people and injuring about 1200
others, officials said.

At least 13 tremors jolted the
mountainous region throughout
the night, Tehran University's
Geophysics Institute said.

The U.S. Geological Survey re-
ported a 5.7 magnitude quake
shortly before 5 a.m. local time,
followed by a 4.7 magnitude af-
tershock about 15 minutes later.
The area had been hit by a 4.7-
magnitude quake the day before,
according to the USGS, which
monitors earthguakes around
the world.

The quakes were centred near
Boroujerd and Doroud, two in-
dustrial cities about 210 miles
southwest of Tehran, the official

\

lamlc R\ bl News Agency
reported. The regional head of
emergency response, Ali Barani,
said about 200 villages were dam-
aged, some flattened. Barani said
hospitals in Doroud and Borou-
jerd were full to their capacity.

State-run television said 70
bodies had been recovered so far
from houses destroyed in
Silakhor, a region north of
Doroud. Most people had been
sleeping. They ran into the
streets in panic and refused to re-
turn to their homes. "We are
afraid to get back home. I spent
the night with my family and
guests in open space last night,”
Doroud resident Mahmoud Cha-
harmiri said.

Television showed survivors
standing next to their destroyed
houses in villages north of
Doroud. The ground was strewn
with the carcasses of sheep and
goats killed by the quake.

Such guakes have killed thou-

es kill 70 in Iran

sands of Iranians in the past, es-
pecially in the countryside
where construction is often flim-
sy with many houses built of
mud bricks. But initial reports
suggested the devastation was
not so widespread this time.

Officials called on doctors and
nurses on leave to get back to
work. Iranians are celebrating
Nowruz, or new year, and most
government offices are closed
and their staff on holiday
Barani told IRNA rescue teams
had been sent to the region. He
said survivors were in urgent
need of blankets, tents and food.

In February 2005, a 6.4-magni-
tude quake in southern Iran
killed 612 people and injured
mare than 1,400. A magnitude 6.6
quake flattened the historic
southeastern city of Bam in De-
cember 2003, killing 26,000 people.

Iran is located on several seis-
mic fault lines and is prone to
earthquakes.
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Rehabilitation work
shownonlyon
paper: GoM report

Madhya Pradesh made tall claims to get nod to raise dam height

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: The Group of Minis-
ters who visited rehabilitation
sites and submergence villages
in Madhya Pradesh last week has
exposed the State Government'’s
claim on the basis of which the
Narmada Control Authority
gave permission to raise the
height of the Narmada dam in
Gujarat. The team’s dissatisfac-
tion with the rehabilitation work
and the lack of it is obvious in
every page of the I12-page
note/report.

Ground realities

The report, which has not
been made public so far, but was
placed at the meeting of the Re-
view Committee of the Narmada
Control Authority on Saturday,
clearly stated that the rehabil-
itation work was shown on paper
to get the permission to raise the
height of the dam. The State’s
claims did not have any rele-
vance to ground realities, “In
any case, the Project Affected
Families, under no circumstanc-
es, can be settled before July 1,
2006, when the monsoon sets
in,” the report states categorical-
1

The report has been obtained
exclusively by The Hindu.

The report, signed by Water
Resources Minister Saifuddin
Soz, Minister for Social Justice
and Employment Meira Kumar
and Minister of State in the

F Prime Minister’s Office Prithvi-

raj Chauhan, was submitted to
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on April 9.

As Chairman of the NCA Re-
view Committee, Mr. Soz had re-
ceived several complaints
against the permission given to
raise the height of the dam. This
was the first-ever visit by Minis-
ters to the valley where people
have been uprooted in the Nar-
mada basin States of Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and
Maharashtra,

False claims

The three-member Ministe-
rial team, which was deputed by
Dr. Singh to visit rehabilitation
sites and submergence villages,
first met Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Chauhan on
April 6. The State Government
made a presentation to the Cen-
tral Ministers and wanted them
to believe that concrete steps
had been taken to rehabilitate
families affected by the project
by June 30 this year. This was
the assurance given to the reha-
bilitation and resettlement sub-
group on the basis of which the
NCA gave the permission to Guj-
arat to raise the height of the
dam from 110.62 metres to

* Project affected families,
under no circumstances,
can be settied before
July 1

» Complaints about bribery
in cash compensation
system

o No infrastructure,
facilities in resettlement
areas

e “Gram sabhas not
consulted, everything is
happening by force”

121.92 metres.

The Narmada Bachao Ando-
lan says that more than 35,000
families are to be rehabilitated
between the two heights and the
NCA is supposed to monitor and
check out the claims made by
State Governments,

No proper surveys

The ministerial team found
that at Khalghat, without con-
ducting a proper survey and the
oustees’ participation, 407 fam-
ilies were hastily offered uncul-
tivable land. Of these, only two
accepted. Several oustees made
complaints that were not con-
tradicted by the officials of the
Narmada - Valley Development
Authority.

Oustees also spoke against the
cash compensation that was re-
cently introduced in the State as
part of a Special Rehabilitation
Package. They said each dis-
placed oustee had to pay a bribe
of Rs. 20,000 on receipt of every
cheque. Besides, Rs. 10,000 was
deducted as “income tax” on ev-
ery unit of Rs. 10 lakh paid as
compensation for purchase of
land on their own.

Settled only on paper

The GoM said that in Dha-
rampuri, the Madhya Pradesh
Government claimed to have
settled 4,000 project-affected
families, whereas it was found
that they were “settled only on
paper.” It was not possible for
any oustee to settle there as no
infrastructure was built. “The
GoM was amazed that no san-
itation, no drinking water, no
system of sewage, no roads,
much less facilities like hospital,
water reservoir, school, post of-
fice etc. had been provided there.
There is no hope such infras-
tructure will be built there
soon.”

The team said the officials
presented a status report on the
resettlement and rehabilitation
sites indicating that the facilities
would be provided whereas the

GoM saw “nothing happening
around.”

“Dharampuri was shown as a
success story whereas it turned
out to be the worst example of
not doing anything by way of set-
tlement when apparently there
was no difficulty in respect of
resources. The oustees there
showed the GoM two dry water
pumps and a heap of stones that
had been dumped a day before
indicating that roads would be
built soon.”

Land acquisition

The team said that at Lakhan-
gaon, Borlai 1, 2 and 3 the status
report showed 18,965 project af-
fected families as settled, where-
as the GoM saw, at the most, 80
incomplete dwellings without
the provision of infrastructure.
In Piplud, the 2,000 people who
had gathered there complained
that the Narmada Award had
been flouted and even land ac-
quisition proceedings had not
been completed. |

Several oustees who had been
“pressured” to accept cash com-
pensation, had been given
amounts that would not buy
them even two acres of land,
leave alone the five hectares they
were entitled to.

“A fraud”

Giving graphic descriptions of
their experience in Awalda — a
far flung tribal village — the GoM
said a group of 1,500 oustees |
raised slogans against the cash |
compensation and said that it
was a “fraud” and officials insist-
ed on it because they got bribes.

“It was in this crowd that a
woman, Sajanbai Yadav from Pi-
pri gaon, narrated how they had
lost their home and hearth and
were now on the road. The
crowd said that the gram sabha
was never consulted and every-
thing was happening by force,”
the report says.

Gricevances not heard

By the time news of the Minis-
terial visit spread, a 4,000-
strong crowd had gathered at Ni-
sarpur to narrate that not a
single family was settled as per
the orders of the Supreme Court.
The R and R sub-group and the
Grievance Redressal Agency
never visited them.

“The claim that they would be
resettled as per law by June 30,
2006, was a cruel joke, It was
meant only to raise the height of
the dam after which nobody
would bother about them,” the
report says.

Text of GoM report on Or“ Page
and at www.thehindu.com
TR
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X -, Making water ~?§
(\°f\ a basic rlghtcw‘ K

y failing to declare water a basic human rlght the

Fourth World Water Forum (WWF) held in Mex-

ico City has missed a major opportunity to empow-

er the one billion people who are without a source
of clean water. With their current policies, national, state,
and local governments may not be able to deliver on their
commitment articulated by the Millennium Development
Goals for 2015 to bridge the gap for the deprived sections. In
the last few years, it has also become clear that privatised
water supply attempted by some countries, notably in Latin
America, is no panacea. The private sector can never lose
sight of financial returns on investment and has, not surpris-
ingly, met with more opposition than commendation. If
governments have failed, the hefty price for their poor per-
formance is invariably paid by those mired in poverty. The
UN World Water Development Report released at the Fo-
rum states that nearly 6,000 people, mostly children, die of
water-related causes every day. There was great expectation
that global interaction would result in an enlightened, com-
munity-oriented declaration. The final document signed by
140 nations, however, is disappointing in that it has missed
out on many opportunities to strengthen the claims of the
deprived. The Forum has also chosen to support big dams,
rather than smaller, community-led initiatives that many
groups have suggested as an ecologically sound alternative.
In a move that is bound to set off a great deal of controversy,
the WWF has proposed mega hydroelectric projects to miti-
gate environmental disasters such as floods and droughts
linked to climate change.

The Common Minimum Programme of the United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government has commendably prioritised
water security and announced support for schemes to
strengthen watersheds, women’s collectives in resource
management, and drinking water networks for urban and
rural areas. These intents can become actionable if there is
recognition of water (and by extension of sanitation) as a
fundamental right. This would cast a duty on the Central and
State Governments to come up with time-bound plans to
protect watersheds, rivers, and wetlands and work with local
bodies to establish distribution systems. Several thousand
wetlands that constitute the water security of vast areas do
not enjoy legal recognition and are being filled or severely
polluted. A statutory right will also compel governments to
make their water utilities more transparent and account-
able; there is little merit in the argument that the corrective
for inefficient and corruption-ridden schemes in the public
sector is privatisation. Unlike at the 2003 summit in Kyoto,
WWF has avoided making any recommendation in the Mex-
ico City declaration for private sector participation. It has
rightly emphasised the need for a bigger role for local gov-
ernments in slaking the thirst of communities.-

THE HINDV
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The vlra}ter mmlster is ookmg at Narmadaasa

reservoir of publici
SSEMBLE a horde of ex-
A ceedingly photogenic pro-
testors at the gates, and
weak administrators can’t desist the
temptation to perform to their
chants. As Union minister for water
/resources, Saifuddin Soz may argue
he should take note of Narmada
protestors’ angst. But given the tech-
nical and procedural groundwork
that preceded the Narmada Control
Authority’s decision to hike the
height of the dam, he is far more
obliged to lay out the proprieties of
the case to protestors. Shockingly,
he has chosen to sacrifice adminis-
trative diligence for the — anyway
paltry — gains from popular grand-
standing. He now says he isn’t
happy with the decision to raise the
height of the dam — from 110.64 m
to 121.92 m — for which clearance
was obtained this month from the
NCA. This could set the clock back
on the project, even after environ-
mental as well as relief and rehabili-
tation issues had been at long last
settled in the four affected states of
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Ra-
Jjasthan and Maharashtra.

The minister’s attention needs
to be drawn to the continued
shortages that could be sustained
due to his misguided intervention
in the Narmada project. He must
know that his enthusiasm to settle
scores with state governments

. Will the PM step in?

would have obvious consequences
for the millions of households that
stand to get water and electricity
from the dam. The dam is ex-
pected to provide irrigation water
for about 1.8 million hectares, di-
rectly benefiting 800,000 families
in severely drought-prone areas,
mainly in Gujarat but also in Ra-
jasthan. In addition, it will provide
domestic, municipal and indus-
trial water for about 30 million
consumers, in areas where malnu-
trition and unsafe domestic water
supply cause a wide array of dis-
eases. The dam will have a power
generation capacity of 1,450
megawatts and will provide elec-
tricity to the power-starved states
of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and
" Maharashtra.

Soz talks about guarantegeing
the rehabilitation of those af-
fected by the project. There can be
no arguing against that. But the |
NCA — chaired by his own secre-
tary — has put on record its satis-
faction with the relief and rehabil-
itation as well as the grievance
redressal mechanisms in place. If
Soz can’t see where his duty lies
following his secretary’s careful
deliberations, the prime minister
must make him see that. Dr
Singh, we are sure, understands
that the dam is a lifeline to people,
not a politician.




‘Narmada Bachao Admin
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The last mile to Narmada dam
must be covered without the
delay of squeamish reviews

HE Incredible Indid cam-
paign has a line, “anation
in permanent rebellion”,
illustrated by a picture of a
fleeting dharna. Seeing it for the first
time on an international flight, the
jaw of a lady sitting next to me fell. 1

explained to her the innate anti-es--

tablishment/anti-imr=rialism of the
average Indian, but Lalso added that
we are alsoa fairly disciplined society.
Asvice-chanceflor of one of India’s
leading universities, [ once went on
" satyagraha so as not to give up the
moral space. However, that “noth-
ing holds” is in fact not the idiom of
the freedom movement. The peren-
nial urge to review Sardar Sarovar
Project (SSP), therefore, intrigues
me. The Union minister for water
resoutces meanwhile wants a re-
view of the decision taken by bu-
reaucrats on raising the height of
the Narmada dam. This is echoed
by a respected journal which, in its
special number on conflict resolu-
tion, pitches for stopping the project
at the dam height of 107 metres,
rather than 140 metres.

The major contribution of earlier
reviewswas delay. The so-called ar-
guments and agitations did not stop
anything, since they were notbased
on facts, but'only delayed matters.
It also cost the country alot—with
its people having to pay for it. It is
wrong tosay that protestsled toate-
habilitation plan. The- Sardar
Sarovar Rehabilitation Agency, a
multi-disciplinary rehabilitation
body, an independent evaluation
procedure evolved by the Centre for
Social Studies at Surat and the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, an ac-
credited grievance redressal ma-
chinery, were all agreed to in the
mid-eighties. Land for land, for ex-
ample, is still not a part of the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Policy.

In 1988, when the country ap-
proved the project, the then prime
minister, Rajiv Gandhi, at the in-
stance of the Planning Commission
laid down a parri passu clause,
which said that the construction
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wouldbe cleared onlywith the pace
of rehabilitation and an environ-
ment plan. [ know this for a fact,
since [ was the Planning Commis-
sion member who bore with the
hours of grilling by the PM on tech-
nical, environmental and rehabili-
tation details. He then cleared the
project and becarme one of its advo-
cates. Finally grievance redressal
authorities were set up, chaired by
a retired judge approved by the
chiefjustice of India, to which a dis-
satisfied project-affected person can
go and, if they are not satisfied with
the action of the authorities, they
canmove the Supreme Coust,

Tam notbig on dams, in principle.

YOGINDER K. ALAGH

tire drill. They were empowered to
do soby the Supreme Court in 2000,
since the resettlement, rehabilita-
tion and environment issues are in
detail looked into by their bodies
and what was earlier called the parri
passu lirik of these issues with the
construction would become trans-
parent. There can therefore be no
question of opening the issue again.

Some of the so-called larger is-
sues being raised are tiresome repe-
titions. The argument of a small
dam is based on the entire river be-
ing diverted into the Narmada main
canal, sending more water into
Saurashtra, This was earlier pooh-
poohed butis at least now being ac-

The minister must find ways to expedite the
project. The benefits of covering the last mile are
tremendous for the people of MP, Maharashtra,
Gu_]arat and Rajasthan

[ believe that there are good pro-
jectsand there are bad ones, too. As
aminister, I detayed Tehri by getting
reviews of high-powered commit-
tees of the rehabilitation plan and
the safety aspects. More recently I
asked the Ken Betwa link to goback
tothe drawing board since it had ob-
vious limitations, It is true that lakhs
of persons are dislocated by projects
which do not have a rehabilitation
plans and they never get attention.
With much less preparation, Indira
Sagar has been completed. It is just
that SSPis not one of them.

The decision to allow the dam
height to reach 121 metres was
taken by the Narmada Control Au-
thority after going through the en-

”viw“ W! %
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cepted as a great engineering feat.
That Saurashtra needs a larger in-
flow of water is beyond doubt, ai-
though some environmentalists
contested this earlier. A well-known
study by the present writer with
Vora and Parikh has provided rigor-
ous hydrological proof that the
Saurashtra reservoirs (small dams?)
donot help much. Whenit rains the
farmer does not need water, and
whenitdoes not there isnowaterin
the dams, since the catchment and
command have the same rainfall
regime. Hence the SSP water was
doubly blessed.

The Narmada planners had
wanted to take more water into
Saurashtra by a higher lift and a gar-

ration

Rt

den canal in the plateaux, and pro-
posed this inthe published planina
chapter called ‘Planning for Aug-
mented Options’. But they knew
that when Madhya Pradesh and
Mabarashtra use up their share
there would not bé enough assured
water. The proponents of the small
dam proudly give Gujarat more wa-
ter with a small dam, but don’t say
that they are taking it away from the
other states or other regions in Gu-
jarat. The further arguments that
the deficits would bg fnet by inte-
grating canals with village ponds
and groundwater is ridiculous, since
this integration was there in the SSP
plan from the word go. In fact the
famous Sherdi branch experiment
in the Mahi canals was done on the
SSP model to show that this was
physically feasible. [t does not take
any reviews to show that there are
no free lunches.

The union water resources min-
ister and my friend and former col-
leaugue, Saifuddin Soz, has every
right to review the progress of the
nnplementanon of Qecmons Heis
infact obliged to do so every quarter,
since he is the chairman of the re-
view committee of the Narmada
Control Authority.

‘We are sure he will find ways to
expedite the completion of the pro-
ject for we have gone very far and
the benefits of covering the last mile
are tremendous for the people of
MP and Maharashtra, who need
power very badly and will now get
most of it. The people of Gujarat
and Rajasthan, who also need wa-
ter, will also benefit. Anyone travel-
ling the Narmada valley can see the
Adivasi coming of age and thirsting
for more energy — as a farmer, an
artisan and a householder. This
should not be allowed to come only
from big companies importing gas
when hydel energy is allowed to go
intothe sea unutilised.

The writeris chancellor, Nagaland
University, and fonnerunion minister
for powes; planning and science




The fight will continue: Patkan

Narmada Bachao Andolan leader, scores of activists dzaa ned, released ¢, .~

Staff Reporter

NEW DELMI: A day after a delega-
tion called on Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and reported-
ly extracted an assurance from
him, Narmada Bachao Andolan
leader Medha Patkar and scores
of activists camping outside
Shram Shakti Bhawan here on
Rafi Marg were detained by the
police on Sunday.

They were released only after
they agreed to continue their
protest atnearby Jantar Mantar.

Around 2-30 p.m., the police

27 wan g

forced the protesting farmers in-
to their vehicles and transported
thertto Parliament Street police
station where they were kept
confined for about three hours.
“They were detained under
Section 65 of the Delhi Police
Act,” said New Delhi Deputy
Commissioner Anand Mohan.
The provision pertains to deten-
tion for disobeying the lawful di-
rections of the police.
Questioning the “conduct” of
the United Progressive Alliance
Government, Ms, Patkar said ac-
tion was taken despite the assur-

THE RINDY

ance given on Satirday by the
Prime Minister to the protesters
that in the next two days he
would inform them about the
developments following talks
with Ministers on resettlement
and rehabilitation of the dis-
placed people.

“Such a step seems to have
been taken under some pres-
sure,” Ms. Patkar said, adding
that the protest would continue
till their demands were met.
“We had been sitting there for
the past nine days, during which
the police did not take any action

v@‘

against us. Then what happened
so suddenly that led them to re- |
move us from there,” she asked. |
Addressing the detained pro-
testers, Ms, Patkar said the fight
for their rights would continue. |
She also offered some eatables to |
those on hunger strike after the |
police announced that the pro- |
testers would be released and [
allowed to camp at Jantar Man- ['
tar. ‘
|
!

See also Page 14




Medha’s plea to Manmohan

""Reverse decision on raising Narmada dam helqht"' Dr. Singh to talk to Ministers ’W\N«J

\
Gargi Parsai L/HJ \0

* NEW DELH!: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Saturday is said
to have assured a delegation led
by Medha Patkar of the Narmada
Bachao Andolan (NBA) that he
would talk to the Ministers con-
cerned in the next two days on
resettlement and rehabilitation
of the Narmada dam displaced
people. There was no official
word on the meeting.

Protests continue

Nearly 350 farmers and NBA
activists have been protesting
outside the Water Resources
Ministry here since March 17
challenging the decision of the
Narmada Control Authority to
raise the dam height, Even as the
dharna entered the ninth day on
Saturday and seven villagers
went on relay fast, Ms. Patkar
said the next step of the dis-
placed persons would depend on !
Dr. Singh’s action. Ms. Patkar ;
sought Dr. Singh’s intervention
in stalling the construction of’
the dam. She sought the reversal | !
of a decision of the Narmada |
Control Authority permitting i
the Gujarat Government to raise
the dam height by over 11 metres '
without prior and proper reset-
tlement and rehabilitation of the
displaced families in the riparian
States of Madhya Pradesh, Mah-
arashtra and Gujarat. The deci-
sion was against the Narmada
award and Supreme Court or-
ders, she said.

In a memorandum submitted

- to the Prame-Minister, the dile--
gation asked for a review by tne ?
Planning Commission on vari-
ous aspects of the project and
the claims of benefits accruing at
the current level of 110.64
metres.

The team appealed to Dr.
Singh to direct Minister for Wa-
ter Resources Saifuddin Soz to
immediately convene a meeting
of the Review Committee of the

, thority.
RELENTLESS FIGHT: Narmada Bachao Andolan leader Medha Patkar staging a dharna ¥ﬁ2"523?siog‘i§t§§ils . 3}; hzli'lgtgl

outside the Water Resources Ministry Office in New Delhi on Saturday. would affect 35,000 families, it
- PH . SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR said.

+_
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NEW DELHI, March 21. -
The Lok Sabha witnessed

considerable heat over
water as BJP members
from Rajasthan created an
uproar against Punjab’s
stoppage of water from
Pong dam and accused it of
not giving the state its share
of inter-state water.
Demanding that Punjab
should release the water
forthwith, they stormed the
well during Zero Hour
leading to abrupt adjourn-
ment of the House for an
hour ahead of the lunch
recess. Mr Ram Singh
Kaswan raised the issue
and found instant support
from his party colleagues,
Mr Girdhari Lal Bhargava
and others. They all
stormed the well of the
House, carrying placards to
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draw the government’s

The depuy Spesker, Mr
Charanjit Siugh Atwal,
adjourned the Howse to
restore calm. Later the
“members also staged 2
dharna at the main gaie of
Parliament House on the
issue. The MPs also met the
Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, seeking
his intervention to release
water from the Pong Dam
through the GNP canal.
While protesting aguinst
the decision taken by the
Bhakra Beas Management
3oard (BBMB) to stop
water supply to Rajasthan,
the MPs said that the deci-
sion would not only affect
the Rabi grops worth sever-
al hundred crores but will
alen create a serious law
and order situation in the
state.

Tie 372750

*-l; d‘J

attenticn to the plight of -
. water starved Rajasthan.

& Heat over water row, .

Last year farmers from
Ganga Nagar and Bikaner
had resorted to violent
protcst owing to shortage
of water supply for their
fields. “On one side, water
is not being given to farm-
ers to save the Rabi crops,
and on the other the Centre
is importing wheat. This is
totally wrong and is an
injustice to the farmers,”
the MPs submitted before
the Prime Minister. Dr
Singh assured the delega-
tion that the government
would try to solve the prob-
lem. As per the inter-state
agreement between
Punjab-Haryana and
Rajasthan in 1981, it was
decided that 8.60 MAF

water will be allocated to
Rajasthan but out of this,

Punjab uses 0.60 FM share |
of water. Despite the agree-

ment, Rajasthan has never
been given its full share,
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The world's biggest dam is to open in May, months ghead of schedule. The Three Gorges dam is
" viewed by supporters with-pride ‘as a symbol é’ff’%hjna’_s @onomic and social change but
environmentalists believe it is a catastrophe waiting to happen. CLIFFORD COONAN reports

NVIRONMENTALISTS view the

Three Gorges dam in China, the

world’s biggest, as a monstrous nat-

ural catastrophe waiting to unleash
itself on the hundreds of millions of people
who live near the Yangtze river.

The Chinese government is fiercely proud
of the dam, which is due to open in a few
weeks, saying it will stop the river flooding all
the time, provide much-needed ciean hydro-
electric power and give ships from booming

coastal cities such.as Shanghai better access -

- to central China.

Standing on top of the Three Gorges dam,
looking down at the mighty Yangtze flowing
below, which the dam seeks to tame, you are
more aware than ever before of tension
between the desire to maintain ecological bal-
ance and the need for progress and energy.

Everything to do with the Three Gorges
project, sometimes known as the Great Wall
of the Yangtze, is closely monitored - this cor-
respondent was hauled in by the police for
talking to a local activist who represents some
of the million people whose homes were
flooded by the dam and have been relocated
to new towns in the region. The 185-metre
high dam goces live in May, months ahead of
schedule, and the project is as potent a sym-
bol as you will find of massive social, eco-
nomic and technological change in China.

It’s a stunning creation, and it is astonishing
to watch the way the dam manages physically
to hold back the third-longest river in the
world, or how large container ships are float-
ed up like toy boats by the dam’s locks or how
the surrounding mountains have been blast-
ed, and towns and countryside flooded, to
create the dam. :

The dam is 1.4 miles wide, 10,000 people
are working on its construction and it will cost
£13bn, the government says, while others esti-
mate the real cost is nearer to £40bn.

Beijing proudly trumpets the benefits for
the 220 million people who live in the region
around the Yangtze and will be served by the
huge reservoir it creates.
¢ “There will be an environmental impact
but the benefits outweigh the harm and the
loss. We had to move one million people and,
sure, we flooded some areas but you can’t
compare the loss of millions of hectares of
farmland to the safety of 50 million people,”
said Zhang Shuguang, one of the project’s
top engineers.

When the dam opens in May, its first func-
tion will be flood control — the Yangtze reg-
uiarly bursts its banks and nearly one million
people have drowned in floods in the past
hundred years or so. The dam is supposed to
stop this-happening; +

But building the biggest dam in the world
involves social change on a massive scale; and
even the most fervent backers of the dam ag-
ree that relocation has been a tough process.
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“The Three Gorges dam is the biggest in
the world, which means there were issues
about technology, investment and migration.
I think migration was the most challenging,”
said Zhang,

The government says one million people

‘have been relocated, while other estimates

vary between 1.3 and two million people
moved because their homes have been flood-
ed by the rising water of the reservoir.

In one of these new towns, Maoping, the
dam forms a dramatic backdrop to a pleasant
town where thousands of people were relo-
cated during the 1990s. The new arrivals are
pleased with the dam as they believe it will
boost China, and they like the new houses,
but many have nothing to do in their new
homes. -

+ “T used to be a farmer and [ lived near a

town that is now under water. A lot are doing
unofficial transportation work, using motor-
bikes,” said one villager. One middle-aged
woman, knitting in a group with her friends,
said she had a very nice flat which she liked
and as whole communities were moved
together, she still has her friends around her.

“But me and lots of othgr people have noth-.

ing to do.” As we speak we are approached by

peopleho have not yet received their full

‘Fu ﬁn&ai,’ who says he represents relocated
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compensation. Predictably, the dam has
attracted huge amounts of corruption — one
local official was executed in 2000 for taking
more nearly £6,00,000 in bribes and scores of
bureaucrats have been arrested for corrup-
tion. “Around 80 per cent of the migrant peo-
ple I talk to are dissatisfied. We've nothing
against the project, it's a good dam. But we
want our compensation,” said Fu.

Later he takes us to see where his house
used to stand — it is not under water, but is
part of a subsidiary dam near the main pro-
ject. He has a new house near the site of the
old one, complete with Mao portraits.

As two Finnish colleagues, a Chinese edi-
torial assistant and T leave down a dirt road,
we are stopped by police and local officials
and held for nearly four hours in a chilly gov-
emnment building, before being taken into
rooms and interviewed separately. Talking to
Fu, no matter how innocently, is a breach of
Chinese rules governing how reporters can
work. They demand our notes and any photos
we have and we are eventuaily released after
signing a statement.

It is hardly surprising that the world’s
biggest dam should prove a sensitive area jn a
single-party state. But the dam also sparked
the biggest ever political debate in
Communist China’s history.

The official dispute over whether to build
the dam rocked the National People's
Congress, China’s annual Parliament, back in
April 1992 and a dam project centre near the
Three Gorges has a display showing how
nearly one-third voted against the dam or
abstained — an unpreccdented figure.

Li Peng, then Prime Minister, who was i
fan of the project, declared debate over bui
final approval was not granted until 1992,

The most famous opponent of the dam in
China is the energetic environmental activist
and journalist Dai Qing. She opposes the
dam because of the lack of public debatc
about such an enormous project, the fact that
the warnings of independent analysts have
been ignored and also because she sees it as a
huge waste of money.

Her book criticising the project, Yange: ’
Yangtze! earned her 10 months in a maximum
security prison, during which she was threat-
ened with the death sentence. “Our efforis
may look weak and limited in compariscen
with the government’s strong and thunderous
media campaign. Whether history proves the
project to be a success or a failure, the fact
remains that we were simply a group of jour-
nalists who took our profession very seriots-
ly. We tried to do what we felt was right at
time when we were needed,” Dai said.

Environmentalists believe that as the dam
slows down the Yangtze. it will lose its abilin
to generate oxygen, while the waste flowing
into the reservoir could turn it into a giant
cesspool — 300 miles long. Silt deposits could
also prove a problem as they could choke
parts of the river, blocking key ports likc
Chonggqing.

The engincers are upbeat. They point to
the fact that hydropower is a verv cleun
source of energy compared to the coal-fircd
power stations that provide the lion's share of
China’s energy needs. And the government
engineers believe the amount of sand and
sediment in the river will balance out over th
years.

“And of course, cleaning the reservoir is &
vital aspect to us, all refuse will be cleancd
away and the central government  has
imposed strict standards on this,” said Zhang.

The cultural activists have already lost the
battle — most of the 8,000 areas of historicai
and social interest have all been flooded. A
warning here for other areas along the
Yangtze perhaps? Further along the river,
construction of Xiloudu dam has begun.
which will be the third biggest in the world
when it is finished. Three other dams arc in
the exploration stage near Xiloudu — includ-
ing one that will flood the beautiful Tiger
Leaping Gorge in Sichuan province, All four
of these dams together will produce mor
electricity than the Three Gorges dam.

— The Independent



Gujarat raising dam hei

says Medha Patkar , " o\ a\?

Narmada Bachao Andolan seeks intervention of Manmohan and Sonia

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: “Narmada Bachao An-
dolan” leader Medha Patkar on

| Saturday alleged that the Guj-

arat Government was “surrepti-
tiously” raising the height of the
Narmada dam even though
UnionWater Resources Minis-
ter Saifuddin Soz had put on
hold the permission given by the
Narmada Control Authority to
raise the height of the dam.

On the second day of their in-
definite dharna outside the
Union Water Resources Minis-
try here, Ms. Patkar said the
NBA had sought a meeting with

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi for their
intervention.

She said the Prime Minister
had intervened earlier too and
asked the former Water Re-
sources Minister Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi to visit the valley
and assess the plight of the af-
fected families. As Mr. Dasmun-
shi could not make such a visit,
the NBA has now requested Mr.
Soz to do so.

Ms. Patkar said taking the
dam from the current level of
110.64 metres to 121.92 metres
without prior resettlement and
rehabilitation of the displaced
families in Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
desh and Maharashtra was a vio-
lation of the Narmada Disputes
Tribunal Award and Supreme
Court orders.

The representatives of the
displaced families would contin-
ue with the ongoing dharna here
till construction stopped and the
decision was reviewed, she said.

In aletter to Mr. Soz, the NBA
has urged him to uphold the
Constitutional guarantee of pro-
tection of life and livelihood of
people including tribals under

L

IN PROTEST: Narmada Bachao Andolan activist Medha Patkar along with displaced

L

sufreptitioy

‘y,

5%

villagers sitting on a dharna outside the Water Resources Ministry in New Delhi on
Saturday. -- PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN

the International Labour Orga-
nisation Conventions and 107
other human rights instru-
ments. According to Ms. Patkar,
thousands of families in more
than 230 villages of which at
least 150 were thickly populated
faced displacement.

Responding to demands from
NCA officials about the families
that needed to be rehabilitated,
Ms. Patkar said there were sev-
eral villages in Madhya Pradesh
that did not have rehabilitation
sites chosen for them and at the
present height there were villag-
es where land acquisition was
yet to be completed.

The Maharashtra Govern-
ment itself had admitted that
not all the families were rehabil-
itated. The Government needs
to acquire 5,000 hectares of land
to resettle those displaced and
those who are yet to be declared
eligible for the rehabilitation
package, which it had not.

Ms. Patkar said that in Guj-
arat thousands of major sons re-
mained undeclared even though
they fit the criterion. Land rights
were not given to several wid-
ows. “In addition, much of the
land allotted to tribal families
was bad, got waterlogged during
every monsoon leading to crop
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failure. Due to these reasons
Gujarat adivasis are not able to
survive in the resettlement sites
and were returning to the valley
for sustenance. But life there too
is difficult as most of it is sub-
merged and forest officials ha-
rass the adivasis. So they are
neither here nor there.”

The NBA has urged Mr. Soz to
set up ajoint committee of land/
agriculture experts along with
village representatives to assess
the cultivability of farm lands
being offered to the project af-
fected families in the three
States “who were giving up their
all for generations to come”.
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MEXICO CITY: The fourth Wor
Water Forum, a platform to dis-
cuss watergrnhlamsthrrougnout
the world, will be opened on
Thursday in Mexico City.
Ministers, experts and mem-
 bers of civil groups from 120 na-
tions will take part in the event.
Mexican President Vincent Fox
is expected to give the keynote
speech.

Residents of Mexico City will
see marches organised by civil
groups, calling for public aware-
ness on the problem of water
shortage.

During the event, which will
last into next Wednesday, the
participants would discuss how
to tackle global drinking water
shortage, as well as uneven dis-
tribution of water resources in
the world.

A recent U.N. report “World
Water Resource Development”
showed that some 1.1 billion of
the world’s more than 6 billion
population are suffering from
‘drinking water shortages, with
Africa and West Asia most af-

- fected. Only around 1 per cent of
the world’s water is drinkable,
according to the report.

Meanwhile, climate changes,
population growth, under in-
vestment, inadequate protec-
tion and uneven water resource
distribution have made the sit-
uation more complicated.

The Latin American Water
Tribunal has warned that a wa-
ter crisis would soon hit Latin
America unless swift measures
are taken to avert it. — Xinhua
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Kerala Assembly passes o e

Water Conservation Blll o

‘Safety of people living downstream of Mullaperiyar paramount'

Special Correspondent \ {\_)
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Keya-
la Assembly on Wednesdgy
unanimously passed the Ker
Irrigation and Water Conserva-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2006,
which seeks to strengthen the
powers of the Dam Safety Au-
thority in taking decisions on
matters pertaining to the safety
of 22 major and minor dams in
the State.

The Government had called a
special two-day session of the
Assembly to get this Bill passed
in the context of the recent Su-
preme Court verdict in the Mul-
lapperiyar dam case, ordering
Kerala to cooperate with Tamil
Nadu in increasing the reservoir
level to 142 feet from the present
136 feet. The permissible water
level in this Kerala reservoir,
dedicated entirely to Tamil Na-
du, was brought down to 136 feet

1 6 MR 2006

in 1979 following fears about the
safety of the 111-year-old dam.

‘Strong sentiments’

Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy said the unanimous
passing of the Bill reflected the
strong sentiments of the whole
State on the Mullapperiyar is-
sue. He reiterated that Kerala
had no intention to deny Tamil
Nadu the waters being diverted
across the interstate borders.
The concern was solely about
the safety of the people living
downstream of the dam that had
outlived its normal life long ago,
he added.

The Bill specifically fixes the
maximum permissible water
levels for 22 major and minor
reservoirs, including the Mul-
lapperiyar reservoir, in the
State. The permissible limit for
Mullapperiyar reservoir is 136
feet.

THE HINDU

The original Act (Kerala Irri-
gation and Water Conservation
Act), envisaging the setting up of
the Dam Safety Authority, a
body of dam and legal experts,
was passed in 2003.

The new Bill adds new provi-
sions giving the Dam Safety Au-
thority powers to direct the
‘custodian’ of any dam to sus-
pend the functioning of a dam,
restrict its functioning and even
decommission it if it posed a
threat to human life or property.
In the case of Mullapperiyar
dam, the ‘custodian’ is the Tamil
Nadu Government.

Irrigation Minister Thiruvan-
choor Radhakrishnan, who pi-
loted the Bill, regretted that
Tamil Nadu should have chosen

to press for increasing the per- |

missible level of the Mullapperi-
yar dam disregarding the
concerns of the people of Kerala
about the safety of the dam.

ral




“Panchayats’ involvement

In Narmada dam ..

N P

rehabilitation justified”

Gandhian writes to Union Minister

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Noted Gandhian and
former member of the Planning
Commission L.C. Jain on
Wednesday urged Minister of
State for Petroleum and Natural
Gas Dinsha J. Patel to drop his
objection to the involvement of
gram sabhas in the resettlement
and rehabilitation of Narmada
dam affected families in Madhya
Pradesh and other States.

In a letter to the Minister on
Wednesday Dr. Jain said: “The
gram sabhas are constitutional
entities responsible for econom-
ic development and social jus-
tice at the village level under
Article 243 of the Constitution.
It is also an article of faith for the
party you represent in Parlia-
ment, which under the leader-
ship of Rajiv Gandhi, pioneered
the Constitutional Amendment

16 ML 2008

for Panchayat Raj Institutions,”
he said.

Dr. Jain, who along with Swa-
mi Agnivesh and Shabana Azmi,
had visited the Narmada dis-
placed families in 2003, sent co-
pies of the letter to the Prime
Minister’s Office, Congress
President Sonia Gandhi, Water
Resources Minister Saifuddin
Soz and the former Madhya Pra-
desh Chief Minister, Digvijay
Singh.

Reacting to the objection
raised by the MOS who belongs
to Gujarat, to the involvement of
gram sabhas, Dr. Jain said he
was “astonished” to see reports
in newspapers that he wanted
Mr. Soz to withdraw, what he
called, the Minister’s “unilateral
directions” to the Madhya Pra-
desh Government.

Dr. Jain said the decision to
get rehabilitation claims verified

by gram sabhas was not Mr.
Soz’s. The Minister had put on
hold on Friday a decision to raise
the height of Narmada dam in
Gujarat, asking States to have
the rehabilitation claims verified
by gram sabhas/panchayats,

Dr. Jain pointed out that a de-
cision to this effect was taken by
the then Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister, Digvijay Singh, on Au-
gust 29, 2003.

“It requires district officials to
provide full information on dis-
placement/rehabilitation to the
gram sabhas. The object is laud-
able. It is to take the assistance
of gram sabhas to ensure that the
government had the maximum
assurance that justice was done
to every single displaced family.”

“Where is the conflict be-
tween the role of the Grievance
Redressal Agency (GRA) and the
gram sabha? The GRA, located at

THE HINDU

the State level, is still the last
resort but gram sabha, that is
easily accessible to every one of
the thousands of affected fam-
ilies, provides the first level of

ground verification for the State :

Government. The arrangement
is sensible from the human
viewpoint and is downright
practical,” he said.

Dr. Jain had earlier written to
the then Water Resources Min-
ister Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi
drawing his attention to the
“wide gap between ground real-

ity and official reports on pro- |

gress of rehabilitation” at the
current height of the dam at
110.64 metres. He had urged the
Minister to get a direct first hand
report from an independent
group. Several thousand families
are displaced by the dam in Guj-
arat, Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh.




Pian to replace CRZ -,
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CHENNAL: The Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests will short-
ly put in place a Coastal Zone
Management Plan. It will re-
place the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ).

Ministry sources told
The Hindu that the new plan,
which will take effect in a few
months, will be based on the
concept of vulnerability line.
Vulnerability line will be the set-
back line demarcated along the
coast. It will be based on the haz-
ard assessment of each coastal
area. The Space Applications
Centre, Ahmedabad, will be the
nodal agency for mapping this
line. The map and data would-be
in the public domain once it is
cleared by the Ministry of De-
fence and suitable amendments
were made to the legislation.

The Ministry set up the
Swaminathan Committee in
2004 to review the CRZ and the
report was submitted in Febru-
ary 2005. The committee feels
that the current practice of fix-
ing CRZ based on high tide line is
not the best of practices and is
less scientific. It has also widen-
ed the scope of definition of a
coastal zone,

The coastal zone is to now in-
clude “an area from territorial
limits (12 nautical miles), in-
cluding its sea-bed to the admin-
istrative boundaries or the
biological boundaries demarcat-
ed on the landward side of the

2

to be based on the vulnerability line
o Vulnerability fine will be the setback line demarcated)::

-
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_along the |
 CRZ based ‘on high Fide Tine tiot's

management will also “inciude
the inland tidal water bodies in-
fluenced by tidal action and the
land area along such water bod-
ies.” Most of the committee rec-
ommendations have been
accepted. The Ministry has had
consultations with the Survey of
India and other organisations to
finalise the vulnerability line.

-Seven parameters

The Committee has recom-
mended seven parameters for
mapping the vulnerability line
and has issued guidelines for
this. The parameters are eleva-
tion, geology, geomorphology,
sea level trends, horizontal
shoreline displacement, tidal
ranges and wave heights. These
are based on the best practices
adopted in countries such as the
United States. While some data
are readily available, some are
being collected anew. Informa-
tion such as elevation, which is
under the purview of the Survey
of India, awaits clearance.

Unlike the CRZ, the plan will
be oriented towards managing
resources, development and reg-
ulation. The Committee has pro-
posed four Coastal Management

sist of areas designated as ec-
ologically sensitive. CMZ Il
would include areas identified as
Areas of Particular Concern
such as economically important
areas, high population areas and
culturally/strategically impor-
tant areas. CMZ-I1I would in-

clude of all other open areas,

including the coastal areas, ex-
cluding those areas classified as
CMZ-1, CMZ-1I and CMZ -1V,
CMZ -1V pertains to the Anda-
man and Nicobar islands and
Lakshadweep.

The proposed vulnerability
map is for the CMZ II and CMZ
I11. The proposals would be part
of the Central Act and State Gov-
ernments have to make their re-
spective management plans. It is
claimed that the new vulnerabil-
ity line is scientific and objective

It is expected to discourage
inconsistent  interpretations.
However, when the vulnerabil-
ity map and data are published,
it would be subjected to public
scrutiny. The issue many a time
has not been about dearth of leg-
islation or ntethod, but that of
implementation and monitor-
ing. This time, the hope is that
the new map and legislation
would be effective.

sea coast.” The coastal zone Zones(CMZ).CMZIwouldcon-
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SPEAKING OF SCIENCE W
The health etfects of white asbestos

Chrysotile is an established carcinogen and there is no safe threshold

HEN THE towers

of the World
Trade Center
WTC) in New

York collapsed in September
2001, they released a cloud of
hazardous material that includ-
ed 2000 tonnes of asbestos.

In a ruling on a class action
suit filed by people who say they
were exposed to this hazard, on
February 2, 2006, Judge Deb-
orah Batts chastised the US En-
vironmental Protection Agency
for having first assured that the
clouds were safe from asbestos
and later admitting to this mis-
information, calling their assur-
ances as ‘conscience-shocking’.

The asbestos used at the WTC
is what is known as ‘white asbe-
stos’ or chrysotile as it is chem-
ically known. This form of
asbestosisbeingusedinthe U.S.,
India and many other countries
with the belief that of the various
forms of asbestos, chrysotile is
the safest.

The basic message

The Asbestos Cement Prod-
ucts Manufacturers Association
of India (ASCMA), during the
Clemenceau controversy, issued
a public interest advertisement
stating that (a) chrysotile or
white asbestos, when used under
controlled conditions, does not
pose any risk to health (b) chry-
sotile fibres are locked as a 8-9
per cent component in a cement
matrix which prevents them
from escaping into the air, and
(c) asbestos occurs in nature and
a lot of asbestos fibres are in-
haled by us everyday.

The basic message here is that

chrysotile is used in India under

controlled conditions and is
therefore completely safe. Asbe-
stos occurs in nature in six
forms, broadly classified into
two families. One is the amphi-
boles (or the two-sided) wherein
the molecules form railway
track-like double chains.

Blue Asbestos (or crocidolite)
and Brown Asbestos (or Amo-
site) are two common examples.

The other is the serpentine
family, best typified by chryso-
tile.

Source of controversy

These form extended sheets,
which wrap around themselves
into curved tubular structures
(serpentine) in contrast to the
‘straight’ amphiboles.

The chemical properties of all
classes of asbestos are pretty
much the same, but it is their
relative health effects that have
been a source of controversy.

There is a group that holds all
ashestos — amphiboles or ser-
pentines — are equally danger-
ous to human health; there is
another, wpich has been
staunchly holding that the cul-
prits are the amphiboles, and
chrysotile ig safe.

The ASCMA belongs to this
class of ‘chrysophiles’ while the
former are the ‘chrysophobes.’
What is the latest in this con-
frontation between the two? An
educative and remarkably read-
able analysis of the white asbe-
stos controversy has been

published by Drs. G. Tweedale of
the Manchester Metropolitan
University Business School, UK *
and J. McCulloch of the RMIT
University School of Social Sci-
ence and Planning at Mel-
bourne, Australia.

Called the Chrysophiles ver-
sus Chryophobes, this paper in
the journal Isis (2004, 95: 239-
259) gives a historical account of
the gory story where science was
repeatedly given the short shrift
by commerce.

-

No distinction made

Until the 1950s scientists,
while admitting the health haz-
ards of asbestos, made no dis-
tinction between its types in
their ability to cause diseases.
When in 1960, it was found by ~
one Dr. J.C. Wagner in South
Africa that blue asbestos caused
malignant mesothelioma (can-
cer of the linings of the lungs,
chest and abdomen), it caused a
furore in the industry there.

Interestingly, since it was
chrysotile that was the major as-
bestos of commerce and use in
UX. and US, industry seized
blue asbestos as the culprit, de-
claring that white asbestos has

not been similarly implicated
and so it is safe.

Tweedale and McCullogh give
a detailed history of how indus-
try interests in U.S. and in par-
ticular Canada (a major world
source of chrysotile) cam-
paigned and raised funds for re-
search purporting to show that
chrysotile was safe.

As the Isis article points out,
when covering the controversy
in the period 1950-2004, politi-
cal, economic and social factors
have militated against a speedy
resolution of the debate, facil-
itating the continued produc-
tion and use of asbestos in the
developing world. Let us now
look at developments in the bio-
medical literature during the
last few years,

Many published articles

The PubMed database, main-
tained by the US National Li-
brary of Medicine, cites 141
published articles in the last
three years on the health effects
of chrysotile and just about ev-
ery one of them reports its ill
effects on proteins and DNA,
cells and tissues of the body.

Dr Qamar Rabman of the Ip-
dustrial Toxicology Research
Centre at Lucknow was one of
the early ones to show how chry-
sotile induces oxidative stres$ in
experimental animals (J. Bio-
chem. Mol. Toxicol. 17, 366,
2003).

Later studies support her and
show that it does so by produc-
ing reactive oxygen species,
which damage cellular mole-
cules and components. It dam-
ages | DNA, producing
8-oxo-guanine, and it affects the
cell c¢ycle and proliferation of
cells.

These effects are also seen to
be specific to the cell type; meso-
thelial cells are specifically tar-
geted by chrysotile, producing
cancer there, while fibroblasts
(cells that make up the connec-
tive tissue) are not (Kopnin and

coworkers: Oncogene 23, 8834,
2004). Li and coworkers in
Hangzhou, China did a meta-
analysis (which.combines the re-
sults of several studies address-
ing a given issue) of cancer
mortality among workers ex-
posed only to chrysotile (Biome.
Environ. Sci. 17, 459, 2004), con-
cluding that there are excessive
risks of lung cancer and meso-
thelioma among workers ex-
posed to white asbestos alone,
and little association between its
exposure and cancers at other
sites. In other words, chrysotile
affects the tungs and pleura spe-
cifically.

When discussing epidemio-
logical associations of this type,
rigour is provided only when all
causal criteria are satisfied.

The British medical statisti-
cian Sir Austin Bradford Hill has
listed nine such criteria:
strength and association, consis-
tency, specificity, temporality,
dase-response, biological plausi-
bility, biological coherence, ex-
perimental  evidence, and
analogy.

Causal factor

And, the former Assistant
Surgeon General of USPHS, Dr.
R.A. Lemen, has applied these
nine to the chrysotile-mesothe-
lioma connection (Int. J. Occup.
Environ Health 10, 233, 2004),
found them all satisfied, and
concludes that chrysotile asbe-
stos is not just associated with,
but a cause of mesothelioma.

it has been held that con-
trolled use of chrysotile makes it
safer. It is interesting to note
here that the Appellate Body of
the World Trade Organization,
in upholding the French ban on
asbestos, ruled in 2000 that
chrysotile is an established car-
cinogen, there is no safe thresh-
old and ‘controlled use’ is not an
effective alternative to a nation-
al ban. )
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Plea on Forest Rights
Bill for STs s 4/

Left parties, BJP demand its early tabling /

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Tuesday joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in demand-
ing that the Parliamentary Joint
Committee on ‘The Scheduled
Tribes (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Bill, 2005’ table its re-
port in the Budget session itself.
The demand was made in the
Lok Sabha after Chairman of the
Committee V. Kishore Chandra
S. Deo sought the permission of
the House to extend the dead-
line to the first day of the Mon-
soon Session.

Questioning Mr. Deo’s re-
quest, Vijay Kumar Malhotra
(BJP) said the report should be
tabled in the post-recess part of
the Budget session while won-
dering whether the Government
was trying to delay the Bill. Mr.
Malhotra found support from
Basudeb Acharia (CPI-M) and
Gurudas Dasgupta (CPI), forc-
ing an intervention from the
Leader of the House, Pranab
Mukherjee.

Conceding the point made by
the BJP leader, Mr. Mukherjee
said the recess was just a fort-
night long and all the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committees
would be busy examining the
Demands for Grants of various
Ministries. Also, some members
would be caught up in the com-
ing Assembly elections. “The
consideration of the Bill should
not be a victim of constraints of
time,” was his contention.

Earlier, Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee said Mr. Deo had

~delaying the Blll, asks

" its best to s

~ report
- chalrman

sought an extension since the
Committee had received a large
number of representations
from various quarters and
members wanted to go through
all of them before arriving at
any decision. :

Examination

Further elaborating, Mr. Deo
said members wanted to under-
take a detailed clause-by-clause
examination of this proposed
legislation that seeks to give for-
est-dwelling Scheduled Tribes
the right to collect, utilise and
sell minor forest produce.

Report saon

Mindful of the sentiments
expressed by members, Mr, Deo
said the committee would do its
best to submit the report as
early as possible while placing
on record the fact that the Bill
was an attempt to deliver a
promise made to tribals several
times since 1927. !

The proposed legislation
seeks to correct the colonial
oversight of not acknowledging
the inseparability between for- ‘
est dwelling tribes and forests.
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Get serious qH\/
o about wetlands

etlands, which cover seven million hectares in
the country, are rightly described as the “kid-
neys of the ecosystem.” They ensure the health
of the land by filtering out excess water and
waste. They are vital also because they provide a range of
services, such as prevention of storm damage, control of
flood and water flows, and support of fisheries. Many smaller
human-made wetlands exist, fulfilling key community
needs, not the least of which is providing water security.
Given the significant role they play in natural processes,
wetlands should qualify for sound protection on the lines of
forests and wildlife. That this is not the case is a tragic
instance of national policy not recognising larger environ-
mental values. State Governments have generally failed to
classify wetlands separately in their revenue records; in
most cases, lakes and marshes are treated as wasteland. On
its part, the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MOEF) has failed to make adequate use of an excellent
opportunity to protect more wetlands under the Ramsar
Convention of 1971: it has designated only six new sites
(Hokera and Surinsar-Mansur in Jammu and Kashmir,
Chandertal and Renuka in Himachal Pradesh, Rudrasagar
lake in Tripura, and Upper Ganga River in Uttar Pradesh) on
World Wetlands Day this year. There are now 25 national
sites listed under the Convention, which seeks to conserve
and facilitate judicious use of wetlands through local, re-
gional and national actions, and international cooperation.
The national report submitted to the Ramsar Convention
in Uganda last year acknowledged that there were 199 wet-
lands in the country — assessed by the Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology and Natural History — that met more than one
criterion for inclusion. Thus far the MoEF has not consulted
the States with any degree of seriousness on the subject.
India’s wetlands suffer more than other ecosystems. Many
are encroached upon for short-term gain, for example to be
developed as house-sites. In its report on inland wetlands,
the Salim Ali Centre points out that nearly half the water
bodies in the country have been lost over the past decade.
Those that survive are being heavily polluted with pesticide,
fertilizer, sewage and industrial waste, putting at risk the
local communities and a large number of threatened bird
species. This awful rate of attrition must be reversed
through urgent intervention at all levels of policy. The Cen-
tral Government must give priority to a law that affords the
highest protection to all identified wetlands, similar to the
Forest and Wildlife Protection Acts but with provision for
compatible community use. There is enough scientific evi-
dence to show that the wetland ecosystem, whether inland
or coastal, is vital for human survival. These water bodies
with rich biodiversity handle natural calamities such as
hurricanes and floods while providing for the basic needs of
communities. Such knowledge needs to be turned into en-
lightened policy.

THE HINCy
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2006

Stjfﬁng democratic
& o discussion

ational discussion and debate on so crucial a mat-

ter of public concern as the entry of the decom-

missioned French aircraft carrier Clemenceau

into Alang for dismantling have been sought to be
stilled by a Supreme Court gag order of far-reaching conse-
quences that has few precedents. The apex court bench,
which is hearing a public interest case on the entry of the
ship into India, has prohibited demonstrations and articles
expressing a “pro or against or a middle line” opinion on the
ground they would constitute prima facie contempt of court.
This order is not restricted to parties before the court; nor is
it confined to a discussion of the legal issues. Traditionally,
courts have frowned upon a public discussion of the issues
before them for the reason that this may pressure the judge
or the parties to act in a particular way, and also that it may,
by pre-judging the case, sway the public one way or the
other, undermining their confidence in the court’s decision
when it comes later. Neither of these reasons applies to the
present case, Judges, particularly in the higher courts, are by
practice and disposition insulated against outside influen-
ces. They are trained to decide on the basis of the material
before the court and the arguments made. As for the public,
it is far-fetched to claim that an open debate will influence
them one way or the other in advance and erode their faith in
a final judicial verdict.

The Supreme Court’s order runs counter to the tendency
of courts the world over to allow greater latitude for the
discussion of matters of wide public interest and concern.
The European Human Rights Commission, for instance,
ruled that the effects of the drug thalidomide were of such
crucial concern to so many victims that the publication of an
article by The Sunday Times could not be banned on the
ground it might prejudice a pending case. In the Clemenceau
affair, the debates extend far beyond the merely legal. Issues
of health and safety of workers, good business ethics, politi-
cal morality, and international relations have transformed
the episode into a matter of widespread public concern.
What is involved is not just the right of the newspapers to
publish information and opinion but of the public to receive
them as well. To consider a discussion of such issues con-
tempt of court because of the pendinglitigation and to resort
to prior restraint on any publication would do incalculable
harm to the democratic fabric. At a time when issues of
public policy are increasingly being brought before courts,
such a stand would open the door to stifling discussion by
taking an issue to court. The Supreme Court over a period
has emerged as a staunch defender of the democratic rights
of citizens against the excesses of the executive and the
legislature. It would be unfortunate if it were to be seen as
not showing the same degree of sensitivity to democratic
rights where its own functioning is involved. It is ironic that
even as the imposed silence reigned in India, the campaign
continued to gather momentum in France, with the highest
court ruling against the transfer of the ship, leading to its
recall. Vs
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Let retired naval officers look into issue, say judges

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: Not satisfied with the
report of its Monitoring Com-
mittee on Hazardous Wastes,
the Supreme Court on Monday
directed the Centre to suggest a
new panel to go into the issue of
allowing the French warship,
Clemenceau, into India.

A Bench consisting of Justices
Arijit Pasayat and S.H. Kapadia
asked Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral Gopal Subramaniam to sug-
gest the names by February 17.

Three or four retired Navy of-
ficers could be included. They
could be those who headed the
dockyards in Mumbai, Visakha-
patnam and Kochi, it said. The
Defence Ministry should consid-
er experts from the Defence Re-
search and  Development
Organisation (DRDO) also for
this purpose.

1t was hearing a petition filed
by the Research Foundation for
Science seeking a direction to
stop the entry of the ship into
the territorial waters of India on
the basis of the interim report of
the court-appointed Monitoring
Committee on  Hazardous
Wastes. .

The Bench, after perusing its
report, pointed out that the
committee did not have the re-
quired expertise to go into the
issue of dismantling of warships.

A peculiar situation arose as
since members of the commit-
tee were divided on whether or
not the warship could be al-
lowed entry.

The Bench asked counsel for
the French Government and
other parties why French au-
thorities had not allowed the
dismantling in that country.
“Why are they [the French au-
thorities] objecting when they
have technology available to
dismantle the ship in France?”

The Bench said its earlier
order that the ship, containing
contaminated asbestos sheets,
should not enter the Indian Ex-
clusive Economic Zone would
continue, after senior counsel
Mukul Rohtagi, appearing for
the company, which imports the
ship, submitted that it was wait-

Protests, articles banned

J. Venkatesan

!

l

!

[ NEW DELHI: Expressing shock at
media reports and
demonstrations, dharnas and
rallies organised against the

| entry of French ship,
Clemenceau, the Supreme

l Court on Monday banned

| holding of protests and

ing outside India’s territorial
waters.

The Bench asked the French
Government and others to in-
dicate the quantum of asbestos
in the ship. It also wanted to
know the legal position whether
a ship once imported could be
sent back.

It directed the company to
file the Bill of Entry with the
Customs Department though it
would not enter the Indian
EEZ. It asked the Customs De-
partment to examine the Bill, if
necessary with the help of offi-
cials of the Central Pollution
Control Board to find out
whether or not the contents of
the ship were hazardous. The
Bench adjourned the proceed-
ings to February 17.

publication of articles one way
or the other. A Bench i
consisting of Justices Arijit !
Pasayat and S.H. Kapadia said |
that holding demonstrations |
or writing articles “either pro !
or against or a middle line” f
during the pendency of \
proceedings would amount to ‘

|

- prima facie contempt of court.
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The battle over a warship continues

Opposition is growing in France to the Government’s efforts to get the
Clemenceau dismantled in India. |

Vaiju Naravane

VEN AS France launched an intense

media blitz aimed at convincing the In-
dian Supreme Court to allow the disman-
tling of the asbestos-laden former French
aircraft carrier, Clemenceau, at the Alang
ship-bréakitig” yard in Gujarat; a hundred
French personalities, including senators,
MPs and former environment ministers,
signed a petition asking President Jacques
Chirac to repatriate the ship.

The signatories included Corrine Lepage
who was Environment Minister in the con-
servative government led by Alain Juppe, a
close confidante of President Chirac, and
Nicolas Hulot, a well-known environmen-
talist and TV personality, also said to have
close links with the French leader.

An opinion poll published on Thursday
showed that 68 per cent of the French op-
pose the Clemenceaw’'s decontamination
and dismantling in India. “The French in-
terest in the fate of the Clemenceau has not
waned and people are calling for its return,”
Daniel Levy, the director of the polling in-
stitute CSA which carried out the survey,
said in Paris. .

Of those questioned, 54 per cent said they
were “shocked” that the ship was sent to
India for decontamination and dismantling.
“Above all,” Mr. Levy said, “this is an ethical
and moral question of man’s place on the
planet. News reports showing the working
conditions in the ship breaking yards in In-
dia have generated an emotive response.
The French say: ‘We cannot do this to them
[the Indians] when we are incapable of of-
fering adequate protection against asbestos
to our own workers.’ The increased aware-
ness about problems related to health and
safety in the workplace is quite significant.”

The pollster said that with the Clemen-
ceau, “the French are questioning a devel-
opmental model that no longer appeals to
them. They want responsible development,
they are concerned by the environmental
aspect and they want polluting countries to
assume the ill-effects linked to develop-
ment.”

The survey showed that 84 per cent of the
French do not wish toxic wastes produced
by the North to be exported to developing
countries and, on the contrary, insist they
should be treated in the country of origin or
in another industrialised nation.

“What is truly interesting in this poll is
that whatever the sex, age, political opinion
or socio-professional category of the per-
sons questioned, they all have the same
opinion on this dossier,” Mr. Levy said.

Since details of the split within the Su-
preme Court Monitoring Committee
(SCMC) on Toxic Wastes reached France,
the French Defence Ministry appears in-
creasingly confident of a favourable ruling
by the Indian Supreme Court. In a last min-
ute media blitz before the apex court takes
its final decision next Monday, the French
Defence Minister said France was willing to
repatriate all the asbestos that would be re-
moved from the Clemenceau. Michele Al-
liot-Marie also said that workers
decontaminating the Clemenceau in Alang
would be subjected to medical tests before
and after the completion of the work and for
athird time a year later.

Media criticised

In a propaganda “interview” sent out by
the Defence Ministry, France’s Ambassador
to India Dominique Girard said he had
toured the Clemenceau’s future decontam-
ination site and was satisfied with the work-
ing conditions there. Ambassador Girard
accused the media of using “ten-year-old

WIDESPREAD PROTESTS: A Greenpeace banner in front of the French Embassy in New Delhi. - PHOTO: PTI.

footage which has nothing to do with the
reality of today.”

However, a documentary report by
France 3rd channe] using a hidden camera
showed workers dismantling an ocean liner
in hazardous conditions without protective

gear. “These are not archival pictures but -

shots taken today,” the documentary said.

The Ambassador also issued veiled warn-
ings in his “interview” to the effect that the
Indian shipbuilding industry would lose all
credibility if the Clemenceau were barred
entry to this country. “All ships contain as-
bestos and all of them hold a risk for the
environment. If the arrival of the Clemen-
ceau is not seen as an opportunity to mod-
ernise the industry, it will show a lack of
confidence in the future of the industry.” If
the Clemenceau did not come to India, he
warned, it could go to China, Pakistan or
Bangladesh, and India would have difficulty
finding new clients.

French Navy Chief Admiral Oudot de
Dainville in a long deposition before the
French Parliament on February 8, reiterat-
ed France’s position vis-a-vis the Basel Con-
vention, which bars the trans-boundary
export of toxic waste.

“The particular nature of the Clemen-
ceau, considered war material under the leg-
islation of the exporting country, France,
means that the French state has no inten-
tion of disposing of it, since it will, after
asbestos removal and dismantling, become
steel ... It does not constitute, in the sense of
the Convention, a waste, given that it will at
no moment be disposed of only
transformed.”

This is like saying that a sari, cut up to
make dishrags, will not be eliminated but get
added value during its transformation from
sari to dishrag. This to say that ships made

into razor blades or rolled into steel sheets
are not eliminated. According to the rules of
science matter cannot be eliminated. Burn
something and it becomes ash. But can this
be applied to the Clemenceau? The point is
that the Clemenceau will cease to be a ship.
It will be eliminated as a ship and in that
sense it does fall under the definition of the
Basel Convention.

‘What the law says

Article 2 of the Basel Convention is ex-
tremely clear about the definition of wastes:
“ ‘Wastes’ are substances or objects which
are disposed of or are intended to be dis-
posed of or are required to be disposed of by
the provisions of national law; .. “Trans-
boundary movement’ means any movement
of hazardous wastes or other wastes from an
area under the national jurisdiction of one
State to or through an areaunder the nation-
al jurisdiction of another State or to or
through an area not under the national juris-
diction of any State, provided at least two
States are involved in the movement; ... “Dis-
posal” means any operation specified in An-
nex IV to this Convention.”

Under Disposal Operations of Annexe IV,
the Convention lists “A: Operations which
do not lead to the possibility of resource
recovery, recycling, reclamation, direct re-
use or alternative uses,” and “B: Operations
which may lead to resource recovery, recy-
cling reclamation, direct re-use or alterna-
tive uses.” Included in this list is: “(R4)
Recycling/reclamation of metals and metal
compounds” and “(R5) Recycling/reclama-
tion of other inorganic material,”

The French state has clearly sought to
mislead the country’s lawmakers.

French newspapers have reported on the
split within the SCMC said to be divided 7-3.

The Committee has issued two reports one
calling for the return of the ship to France,
the other requesting the court to apply strin-
gent entry pre-conditions. The majority re-
port, compiled by government
representatives to the SCMC, calls for a pre-
entry deposit of up to three times the value
of the ship — an estimated 24 million Euros
or roughly Rs.120 crore. This sum will be
forfeited if the asbestos on board is found to
be over the declared 45 tonnes. Sources in-
dicate that the report calls for the perma-
nent posting in India of French engineers
for the duration of the asbestos removal to
oversee the work and for the repatriation of
all the toxic wastes removed.

Future problems?

The French Navy Chief in his declaration
before the National Assembly raised the
question of other French warships built be-
fore 1995 that will come up for decommis-
sioning in the coming decade. All these ships
are full of asbestos and other toxic substanc-
es. The Clemenceau’s entry into India is
crucial for the fate of these other ships lined
up for dismantling. French trade unions
have already brought this to the notice of the
Navy in the past and have suggested setting
up a proper industrial base within France for
the decontamination and dismantling of
French warships; a suggestion that, for pure-
ly economic reasons, the French state ap-
pears loath to consider.

Admiral Dainville said that if India re-
fused entry to the Clemenceau, two solu-
tions were under consideration — the use of
the ship for target practice to test the effi-
ciency of new armaments, which would lead
to its sinking at sea; or its dismantling in
another ship-breaking yard elsewhere in
Asia.



France 0ffer§ L

to take back e
toxic waste »

Inventory to be submitted to panel today

Manas Dasgupta

BHAVNAGAR: France will take back
all the toxic material that came
out of its decommissioned war-
ship Clemenceau if the Govern-
ment of India or Supreme Court
wanted, French Ambassador
Dominique Gerard said here on
Wednesday.

The ship is on its way to the
Alang ship-breaking yard in Guj-
arat for dismantling,

Mr. Gerard, who visited the
yard along with a delegation of
the French embassy, said an in-
ventory of the material aboard
the ship would be submitted to
the Supreme Court Monitoring
Committee in New Delhi on
Thursday.

All hazardous material had
been taken out and the ship car-
ried now only about 45 tonnes of
asbestos. “We are ready to take
back for disposal any amount of
asbestos found on the ship after
it is dismantled,” he said.

Envoy optimistic

The envoy was optimistic that
the Supreme Court and Govern-
ment of India would not object
to the ship reaching Alang.

Mr. Gerard said he had seen
the facilities at the yard and was
satisfied that a vessel of the size
of Clemenceau could be handled
and hazardous material dis-
posed of. He also offered to get
French labour for the disman-
tling work.

The Ambassador and his team
enquired about the working con-
ditions, went round the landfill
sites and visited the health in-
stitute at Alang,

Decision taken in March

He said the decision to send
the ship to Alang was taken in

o Visits Alang and says the
yard has adequate
facilities

» Offers to get French
labour

» Shiv Sena men raise
anti-Greenpeace slogans
at site

March after going through all
relevant provisions of Indian
law, and after thorough discus-
sions with the Union and Gujarat
Governments.

“All hazardous material on the
ship had been taken care of by
the French Government,” he
said.

‘Company has capability’

Mr. Gerard said the Sri Ram
Ship Breaking Company that had
bought the vessel had handled a
31,200-tonner and pointed out
that Clemenceau weighed only
26,000 tonnes.

Five workers had been trained
by France to handle Clemenceau
and more would be given train-
ing before the ship arrived.

A group of Shiv Sena men,
along with some local workers,
staged demonstrations against

‘environtterntal —activist group

Greenpeace for opposing the dis-
mantling of the ship at Alang.

The Sainiks said ship-break-
ing provided jobs to about a lakh
workers at Alang. They alleged
that the “so-called environmen-
talists” were out to ruin the in-
dustry and render the Indian
workers jobless.

Photograph on Page 12
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(Clemenceau: committee decision to

be referred to Supre

ourt today

“Court order will E)/a turning point in environmental awareness”

Special Correspondent “\
0

CHENNAL: Putting a cap dh ani-
mated discussions on whether
the decommissioned French air-
craft-carrier Clemenceau must
be allowed to enter Indian wa-
ters, the Supreme Court Mon-
itoring Committee on
Hazardous Waste which met
here on Monday has arrived at a
decision on the ship’s fate.

The decision will be referred
to the Supreme Court on Tues-
day, following which it will de-
cide on February 13 whether the
ship, said to be carrying an un-
specified amount of toxic asbe-
stos and asbestos containing
materials, will be cleared for be-
ing broken down in the Alang
ship breaking yard in Gujarat.

Options likely
Sources in the SCMC, howev-

er, indicated that the committee -

might open up the issue for fur-
ther discussion and suggest a set
of options for the court to
consider.

Though he cited “protocol

G. Thyagargjan

reasons” for not revealing the
exact outcome of the meeting, G.
Thyagarajan, chairman, SCMC,
told reporters that the apex
court decision, when it came,
would be “an important decision
and a turning point in environ-

ental awareness” in the coun-
try. “There is hope for India,” he
said, adding the Clemenceau is-
sue had opened up a number of
issues — legal/technical/proce-
dural/toxicity and more such —
that would go beyond the
warship. -

“Can’t France end the
agony?”

“France has a rich tradition of
culture and sensitivity. Why
should the Clemenceau — which
had been the flagship of the
French Navy and done so much
service to the country — be made
to go through this humiliation
[of not knowing what its fate
would be]? Can France not end
its agony by simply taking it
back,” Dr. Thyagarajan asked.

“When a ship comes [to India]
for breaking, though [the con-
cerned] companies may think of
profit, fwe need to examine is-
sues such as] whether we should
pledge our environment and our
earth to bury such wastes and
what would be a manageable
quantity of such waste. The

SCMC experts have come to a
broad consensus and analysed
questions such as whether
breaking a warship is the same as
breaking a cargo ship,” he added.

Inventory sought
The French Government was

.yet to submit a detailed invento-

ry on the ship’s contents, the
SCMC chairman said and added
that they had been asked to
come up with a “detailed, de-
pendable inventory.”

The committee had analysed
issues such as the correctness of
the credentials of the ship as per
international conventions, its
eligibility to enter Indian terri-
torial waters, whether it satis-
fied the hasardons waste and
management rules and ship
breaking conditions in India.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by representa-
tives from the Central Pollution
Control Board, the National En-
vironmental Engineering Re-
search Institute, and the
Maharashtra and Gujarat Pollu-
tion Control Boards.




Cleme to show flexibility on
protes Pervez Musharraf

-ay to positive engagement”

Social activists :

Siddharth Narrain

NEW DELHI: Urging the Centra
Government to take a proactivi -

sta}nd to ensure that workers i
s!upyards in Alang are not put a
risk by the decommissione
French aircraft carrier Clemen
ceau, Qreenpeace has initiated :
campaign among the public tc
protest against bringing the ves-
sel to India by filling bags with
garbage and writing comments
on them.

Said Vinuta Gopal, Green-
peace Toxics Campaigner: “We
plan to dump the garbage bags
collected through this campaign
on the French embassy in New
Delhi to send a clear message to
the French Government to take
the Clemenceau back in its cur-
rent state and not use India as
their waste dump.”

Warning that the vessel had
entered the Arabjan Sea, Ms. Go-
pal. urged citizens to register
their protest by calling their vol-
unteers in New Delhi or write to
them on their website.

Social activists Swami Agni-
vesl} and Nafisa Ali and singer
Rabi Shergill have joined the
chorus of voices opposing the
entry of the ship into the Indian

 President calls for
enabiing for the success
of the peace process

to release all political prisoners
without further delay. We have
taken several initiatives to ame-
liorate the hardships of the
Kashmiri people. The interna-
tional community must also take
serious notice of the plight of the
Kashmiri people and push for
the realization of a settlement in
conformity with the aspirations
of the Kashmiris”, he said.

Mr. Aziz said Kashmiris are a
party to the dispute and have to
be part of the peace process to
make it sustainable and durable.
“We believe that the visit to Azad
Kashmir and Pakistan by the
APHC leadership was a step in
the right direction. We are confi-
dent that the just Kashmiri

ttruggle will triumph soon,” he
aid.

pergy pact

Gen. Pervez Musharraf

“Irregularities”

MUMBAL: The Bombay High Court has
admitted a public interest litigation

territory. At a press conference
here on Saturday, Ms, Ali point-
ed out that the issue was not just
about Clemenceau but also
abput all toxic ships that were
being dismantled in Indian ship-
yards. “Heinous toxic chemicals
are being put into the lives of
workers without even basic
me@ical facilities and safety
equipment,” said Ms, Ali,

Referring to the example of
French nuclear testing in the
South Pacific, Swami Agnivesh
said this was not the first time
the French Government had
dumped toxic waste on other
countries,

He stressed that those oppos-

petition by Jagdish Daswani, a devo-
tee alleging irregularities in the ap-
pointment of trustees of the Sri Sai
Baba Sansthan in Shirdi. )

Justice R.M. Lodha and Justice
Anoop Mehta posted the matter for
further hearing to April 5. In August
2004, the Government had taken
over the trust following allegations
of malpractice. — PTI

dro power plants that India pro-
poses to set up in various States,
the application of which will bring
about metamorphic changes in
the Indian hydro sector. In fact,
talks are also on for an exchange of
technology, Dr. Clini said.

Senior Climate Negotiator and
Special Representative, U.S. De-
partment of State, Harlan L. Wat-
son also offered U.S. coopeaxl'atlion
to help India achieve its rural elec- ¥
tri»ﬁcaI:ion programme through its RESORT FOR LONG'TER"
technology for tapping the sources I.EASf(:‘;‘:ALI:')INA
of non-conventional energy. The Eco-friendly resort with natural waterfalls in scenic
U.S. under its Asia Pacific packagef If?,w:h%a“able for |efaese. Faﬂ]qﬁeﬁgguugn?:tgeu_
was examining the possibility o mished rooms, conference hall, -
extending its cooperation to India, For details visit Wabsite: www.fbresthavenmunn

. ar.com )
Mr. Watson said. Contact: 09810125529 (Delhi)
: 09447037045 (Kochi)
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/ 'l:,ackhng global
s % warming A\W/

ccordmg to the World Meteorological Organisa-
tion, 2005 missed becoming the warmest year on
L record by the merest fraction of a degree Celsius.
The past decade, 1996-2005, is the warmest on
record (if 1996 is taken out of the calculation). The earth’s
surface has warmed by about 0.6 degrees C since the late
1800s, and the temperature is expected to increase by anoth-
er 1.4 degrees to 5.8 degrees C by 2100. The culprit is
‘greenhouse gases,” notably carbon dioxide, methane, and
nitrous oxide. These are accumulating to unprecedented
levels in the atmosphere as a result of profligate burning of
fossil fuels, industrial processes, farming activities, and
changing land use. The greenhouse gases act like a blanket
around the Earth, trapping too much of the heat that would
otherwise have escaped into space. If the Earth warmed
further by more than one degree C, it would be warmer than
it has been in a million years. James Hansen, a doyen of the
science of climate change, recently warned that if carbon
dioxide emissions from fossil fuels continue rising at about
two per cent a year (as in the past decade), the additional
warming would be two to three degrees C this century,
implying changes that would mean practically a different
planet. Global warming is likely to trigger disastrous chang-
es in rainfall and snowfall patterns. More violent storms,
floods, and droughts could occur. Melting polar icecaps
would raise sea-levels and inundate vast areas. Already,
there are indications that glaciers in the mountains of all
continents, which feed many important rivers, are receding.
There is a growing global consensus about the threat
posed by climate change. The disagreement is on how to go
about altering human activities that unleash greenhouse
gases. The United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change, signed by 189 countries (including India), set
the goal of stopping dangerous human interference with the
climate system. Under the subsequent Kyoto Protocol, most
industrialised countries committed themselves to legally
binding cuts in their total greenhouse gas emissions. How-
ever, the United States, which emits much greater quantities
of greenhouse gases than any other country, and Australia
have refused to ratify the Protocol. India, China, and other
developing countries have argued they cannot accept bind-
ing cuts in their greenhouse gas emissions without being
provided suitable technology and adequate financial help.
But doing nothing cannot be an option for developing coun-
tries, which according to one study will be putting out more
greenhouse gases than the wealthy nations by 2020. India
can do much more by way of establishing good public trans-
port in all important cities and towns — making the railways
the preferred mode for long-distance transport of goods and
encouraging the development and adoption of cleaner tech-
nologies as well as of renewable energy. This process of
change must receive wholehearted support from the public
and the political system.

- 4 FEE Z\U\%
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Fears of rising ocean

Greenland

St Louis (Kansas), Feb. 17
(Reuters): Greenland’s gla-
ciers are dumping twice as
much ice into the Atlantic
Ocean now than 10 years ago
because glaciers are sliding off
the land more quickly, re-
searchers said yesterday.

This could mean oceans
will rise even faster than fore-
cast, and rising surface air
temperatures are to blame, the
researchers report in today’s
issue of the Science magazine.

Glaciers around the world
are disappearing quickly, sev-
eral researchers told a meet-
ing of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Science, which publishes Sci-
ence.

“Greenland is probably
going to contribute more and
faster to sealevel rise than pre-
dicted,” Eric Rignot of Nasa’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory at
the California Institute of
Technology said.

Between 1996 and 2006, the
amount of water lost from
Greenland’s ice sheet has
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One of the glaciers on Greenland’s east coast

more than doubled from 90
cubic km to 220 cubic km a
year, Rignot said.

“One cubic km is the
amount of water Los Angeles
uses in a year. Two-hundred
cubic km of water is a lot of
fresh water,” Rignot said.

Other experts agreed that
this could mean scientists
have underestimated how
much the sea level will rise in
the future as the planet
warms.

“At 1.7 million square km,
up to 3 km thick and a little
smaller than Mexico, the
Greenland Ice Sheet would
raise global'sea level by about
7 meters if it melted complete-
ly,” Julian Dowdeswell of the
Scott Polar Research Institute
at Britain’s Cambridge Uni-
versity wrote in a commen-
tary in Science.

The study did not explore
what is causing the rising air
temperatures in Greenland,

acier rﬂsh

but most scientists agree that !
human activity, notably the
burning of fossil fuels, is play-
ing an important role in global
warming.

Rignot and Pannir Kana-
garatnam of the University of
Kansas used satellite data to
track the movement of Green-
land’s glaciers, which slide
slowly down to the sea and
deposit ice. They calculated
that Greenland contributes
about half a millimetre to the
annual 3 mm rise in global sea
levels.

Since 1996, southeast
Greenland’s glaciers have
been flowing more quickly
and since 2000, glaciers far-
ther north have also sped up.

One glacier that once was
stable is now disappearing at
therate of 14 km a year, Rignot
said. Rising air temperatures
are clearly a factor, the re-
searchers told the meeting.
“This is clearly a result of
warming around the periph- |
ery of Greenland,” Rignot
said.




U.S. using gangéfer tactics: report

Human rights agency accuses European nations of indifference to torture

Nicholas Watt

STRASBOURG: Europe’s human
rights watchdog accused Wash-
ington on Wednesday of using
“gangster tactics” by flying in
terrorist suspects to countries
where they would face torture,
and criticised European coun-
tries which appear to have done
nothing to intervene.

“If a country resorts to the
tactics of gangsters 1 say no,”
Dick Marty, a Swiss Senator, said
at the Council of Europe’s win-
ter session in Strasbourg, “There
are different elements that allow
me to say that Governments
were aware of what was
happening.”

Mr Marty, who is investigat-
ing allegations of “extraordinary
rendition”, estimated that more
than 100 people have been flown
to prisons in third countries
where they may have been
tortured. “There is a great deal of
coherent, convergent evidence
pointing to the existence of a
system of ‘relocation’ or ‘out-
sourcing of torture’,” Mr Marty
told the 46-nation council.

\ “Individuals have been ab-
ducted, deprived of their liberty
and transported to different des-
tinations in Europe, to be hand-
ed over to countries in which
they have suffered degrading
treatment and torture. It is high-
ly unlikely that European gov-
ernments, or at least their
intelligence services, were un-

aware.” Mr Marty highlighted
two examples. One is the abduc-
tion by suspected US agents in
2003 of Abu Omar, an Egyptian
citizen who had been granted
political asylum in Italy. Anoth-
er example is the arrest in Mace-
donia of Khaled al-Masri, a
German citizen of Lebanese ori-
gin who was reportedly flown to

BRUSSELS: A European
Parliament investigation into
alleged CIA secret prisons
could call top U.S. officials,
including Vice-President Dick
Cheney and Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld to testify, an
official said on Thursday.
“Very senior people” would
be asked to answer the
allegations of human rights
violations on E.U. territory,
said Sarah Ludford, vice-
president of an investigation
into the alleged prisons being
tconducted by the European

Cheney may have to testify

Parliament. “I don’t sce why
we should not invite Donald
Rumsfeld and Dick Cheney,”
Ms. Ludford said.

“Pm sure they would be
very welcome and they would
be heard with great interest,
or (U.S. Secretary of State)
Condoleezza Rice perhaps,
why not?”

But Ms. Ludford, a British
Liberal Democrat party
member, acknowledged that
Parliament had no legal
power to subpoena them.

Kabul for interrogation. “I am
scandalised that a few kilo-
metres from where I live people
can be lifted by foreign govern-
ments. When someone goes on
holiday in Macedonia they are
lifted by foreign agents,” said Mr
M

Mr Marty is frustrated with
the US and some European gov-
ernments for offering little
cooperation as he seeks to un-
ravel allegations, which surfaced
in the Washington Post last year,
that the CIA has been hiding and
interrogating suspects at secret
detention centres in eastern Eu-
rope or flying suspects to third

countries where they are
tortured,
While Mr Marty believes that

“extraordinary renditions” do
take place, he appeared to back
away from allegations that the
CIA set up secret detention cen-
tres in eastern Europe. “There is
no formal, irrefutable evidence
of the existence of secret deten-
tion centres in Romania, Poland
or any other country,” he said.

— ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2006



SC disallows
Clemenceau
%entryfinto 3
* \India till ;.
February 13

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE .
NEW DELHLJANUAR¥18
N

THE controversial French
ship, Clemenceau allegedly
carrying hazardous asbestos
wastes, will not enter Indian
waters at least till February 13.
On an undertaking to this ef-
fect by the ship owners, the
Supreme Court ordered on
Monday that the ship would
not enter the 220 nautical mile
Indian exclusive economic
zone of India till the next
hearing of the case.

Jean-Claude Giannino,
president of SDIC Ltd, which
owns the Clemenceau, gave
the apex court an undertak-
ing on this. The company’s
senior counsel Mukul Ro-
htagi said that the ship
needed to reach the Gujarat
coast but it would not reach
Indian waters until further
orders of the courts and till
February 13, as the case is
slated to be heard further”.

The Clemenceau matter
was brought to the court’s no-
tice through a PIL filed by Re-
search Foundation for Sci-
ence. Counsel Sanjay Parikh
stated that the Supreme
Court Monitoring Commit-
tee, headed by Dr G Thye-
garajan, former director of

Ship needs to reach
the Gujarat coast
but ‘would not
reach Indian waters
till further orders’,
says firm’s counsel

the CSIR, had recommended
stopping of the ship as it was
contaminated, Parikh told the
court that 45 tonnes of as-
bestos were still in the ship
and would endanger India’s
EEZ besides violating an ear-
tier order of the apex court on
hazardous wastes.

The monitoring panel had
already submitted its report to
the court, the Central govern-
ment, Environment and Ship-
ping ministries, besides the
Gujarat Pollution Control
Board. According to the re-
port, the Paris Administrative
Court had stayed the move-
ment of the ship outside
French waters.
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“The Clemenceau is a scandal”

Two men who worked on board the Arench warship and now have asbestosis speak out.

Vaiju Naravane

(14

GAVE seventeen and a half years
of my life to the Clemenceau and
her sister-ship the Fochand when 1
developed asbestosis the Navy said
to me: ‘You cannot prove there was asbestos
on those ships!”

“Their patent bad faith stunned me. Well,
I did prove it and proved it so well, they
dropped their appeal. My case made medico-
legal history, set a precedent, created juris-
prudence. How could they say there was no
proof? I was working in some of the hottest
areas of the ship — operating the steam
chambers where the temperature of the
steam was as high as 300 to 400 degrees
Celsius. I also worked on the forward cata-
pults and looked after the heating and the
engines. These were the areas that had the
most asbestos! So I am not surprised at the
attitude of the Navy now. I know the Clem-
enceau like my podket and I know it is
chock-a-block with asbestos. To suggest, as
the French government has done, that only
45 tonnes of the substance is now left on the
Clemenceau is simply ludicrous,” says
Etienne Le Guilcher, the president of the
Breton branch of ADDEVA, the Association
to Help Asbestos Victims.

A thin, stooped man who looks older than
his 62 years, Mr. Le Guilcher has a perma-
nent wheeze that gives way to bouts of
coughing.

At the age of 55, he was diagnosed with
asbestosis — an incurable, degenerating dis-
ease wherein asbestos fibres lodged in the
lungs provoke a reaction leading first to fi-
brosis and finally to lung cancer.

“I was 55 and at the height of my capa-
bilities. The news shattered me of course — I
had a severely handicapped wife and young
children to bring up. But the legal battles 1
fought and won, firstly to have my case rec-
ognised as caused by hazardous working
conditions and then to win compensation
from my employers convinced me I had to
help others like myself. I started this associ-
ation in 1999. We were just a handful of
members then. Now there are 1,200 mem-
bers of whom 1,150 are asbestosis sufferers,”
he told The Hindu in an exclusive interview
at the offices of the association in the ship-
building town of Brest.

“When my illness was first diagnosed, I
had an invalidity of 10 per cent. During the
past seven years that has risen to 70 per cent.
I suffer from terrible fatigue, the constric-
tion and pain in my lungs results in in-
sufficient oxygen for the body and the heart
has suffered strain as a result. My heart
attack was not counted as part of a work-
related illness. We now have increasing evi-
ience that certain types of colon cancers are
ilso linked to the involuntary ingestion of
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TIRELESS CAMPAIGNER: Etienne Le Guilcher outside his office in Brest,

France. — Photo: Vaiju Naravane

asbestos fibres. Just as these lodge in the
lungs, they lodge in the intestinal tract and
cause terrible damage.”

Despite the fact that the dangers posed by
asbestos were well known in the late 1970s,
it was only in 1997 that France banned the
substance and that too after intense pres-
sure from NGOs. “Already in 1977 there was
a note in the DCN (Department of Naval
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Construction) saying that workers should
wear masks, But the protection they provid-
ed us was derisory. Everyone knew of the
hazards and once again money interests
took precedence over the lives of workers.
The story of asbestos in France is a scandal.
By 2015 there will be 100,000 deaths due to
asbestos poisoning. And all this could have
been prevented if the government had acted

much earlier. Ever since I started this asso-
ciation I have seen some 150 deaths, some of
them were close friends,” Mr. Le Guilcher
said.

Concerning the Clemenceau’s departure
to India, he said: “We know Indian workers
need the work. This dirty job of ship break-
ing is reserved for the poorest of the poor;
which is why France and other developed
countries should pool their resources to set
up an ideal ship breaking yard with proper
housing for workers, proper equipment, and
not tolerate the horrors I have seen about
Alang in several television documentaries.
This should not be left to ship brokers and
middlemen who are interested only in profit.
How can something that has been so disas-
trous for public health in France bring any
good to Indian workers? The Clemenceau is
a scandal. The ship should be brought back
and decontaminated here.” :

Brest is one of France’s major ship build-
ing centres with a large naval base. The
sprawling town with its huge protected nat-
ural harbour throbs with shipping activity.
Daniel Leduff lives in a council flat on the
outskirts of the city. He too has been diag-
nosed with asbestosis and says it has de-
stroyed his life.

“I live on the 5th floor and when the lift is
out of order it takes me a very long time to
climb upstairs. Like Etienne, I too worked
on the Clemenceau and on other ships.” Mr.
Leduff also had to take recourse to the
courts.

“They offered me the ridiculous sum of
1,600 Euros. So I sued them and was award-
ed 36,000 Euros. Since then I have tried to
help others like myself. Every week I go to
the office of the association to advise people
about the forms to fill, officers to contact and
the documents required. New cases are com-
ing in all the time.”

Asked how he reacted to the news that he
was ill, Mr. Leduff suddenly broke down.
“How can I tell you what it feels like? I was
58 and looking forward to a good, healthy
retirement with my wife and children. I am
not one of the worst hit and the illness does
not for the moment seem to be getting worst,
but I still feel robbed, cheated,” he sobs.

Asked about the Clemienceau he said:
“The cabling on that ship is hundreds of
kilometres long. Most of it could have been
taken out without damage to the structure. 1
have heard they have not done that. I don’t
believe there is fibreglass and not asbestos in
the funnels — in the 50s when that ship was
built no one even though of fibreglass, it was
asbestos all the way. It is criminal to send
this ship in its present state. I have been to
India and seen the working conditions there.
Breaking the Clemenceauin Indiain its pre-
sent state of contamination would be tanta-
mount to a crime against humanity.”



Clemenceau will not enter
India till court makes decision

v
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""We will ask the ship Ntngay outslde Indlanﬂrrltorlal waters till the matter is heard”

Legal Correspondent(ZfV“

NEW DELHI: The Shipping Decom-
missioning Industry Corpora-
tion (SDIC) on Monday gave an
undertaking to the Supreme
Court that it would not permit
the French ship, Clemenceau,
containing asbestos to enter the
Indian Exclusive Economic
Zone.

Senior counsel Mukul Rohtagi
appearing for SDIC, which owns
the decommissioned ship, made
this submission before a Bench
of Justice Arijit Pasayat and Jus-
tice SH. Kapadia during the
course of the hearing of a pet-
ition filed by Research Founda-
tion for Science seeking a
direction to stop the entry of the
ship into the territorial waters of
India on the basis of the interim
report of the court-appointed
monitoring committee on haz-
ardous wastes.

Counsel for French Govern-
ment Pinky Anand denied that
the ship contained asbestos. As-
serting that the French Govern-

ment had not violated any law,
she said, “We will place all the
materials before the committee
at its meeting on January 20.”

Sanjay Parikh, counsel for the
petitioner, submitted that the
ship should not be permitted to
enter India. He said that by al-
lowing the ship, India would be
violating the Basel Convention
and other environmental laws.
He said the ship should be decon-
taminated completely before al-
lowing its entry.

Advocate S. Murlidhar, who
also filed an application, submit-
ted that the committee had earli-
er permitted a Danish ship to
enter India for ship breaking. He
said the committee must explain
“what is the difference between
the Danish and the French
ships.”

However, the counsel for
SDIC submitted that the com-
mittee was yet to give its final
recommendations and the apex
court should await the outcome
of the committee’s report.

The Bench observed, “We do
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not want the environment to be
polluted. When the French Gov-
ernment had not permitted the
ship to be broken there, why
should we allow the ship to come
to India? Whether breaking the
ship will resuit in pollution or
not is immaterial. The best thing
will be to ask the ship to go back
from where it started.”

The Bench asked senior coun-
sel for the Customs department
A. Subba Rao to file an affidavit
indicating the steps it had taken
to allow or not allow the ship to
enter Indian waters. It observed,
“You cannot wash off your
hands. Tell us whether we can
allow such a ship to enter.” The
counsel conceded that a Bill of
Entry had to be issued by the de-
partment to permit the ship to
come to India, He said the Egypt
Government had on Sunday
cleared the ship to sail further.

When counsel for the pet-
itioner insisted on interim pro-
tection, Mr. Rohatgi gave an
undertaking that the ship would
not be allowed to enter Indian

waters during the pendency of
the matter before the apex court.
He assured the court “we will ask
the ship to stay outside the Indi-
an territorial waters till the mat-
ter is heard” The Bench
adjourned the hearing to Febru-
ary13.

The committee at its meeting
held in Mumbai on January 6
had in its report asked the Gov-
ernment, the Gujarat Pollution
Control Board and the Gujarat
Maritime Board not to allow the
ship to enter India.

The committee decided to
hold another meeting in Mumbai
on January 20. The committee
sent its report to the Supreme
Court and the report was taken
up for consideration on Monday.

The report states that “the en-
try of ‘Le Clemenceau’ in Indian
sovereign territory, specifically,
within the 220 nautical miles ex-
clusive economic zone of the In-
dian Union would be a violation
of the directions given by the
apex Courtby its order dated Oc-

tober14, 2003.”/



Egypt approves Suez
transit for French ship

“’Ship not covered under 1989 Basel Convention" gO'\

CAIRO: Egypt on Sunday ap-
proved the transit through the
Suez Canal of a decommissioned
French warship heading for an
Indian scrapyard that had been
stranded for three days over
fears it was an environmental
hazard.

The Environment Ministry
said documents provided by Pa-
ris proved the asbestos-insulat-
ed Clemencean did not fall
under the 1989 Basel Conven-
tion banning the export of toxic
waste.

“Following the agreement by
the French Government to ex-
port the Clemenceau in its cur-
rent state and India’s agreement
to take it for dismantling, the
French aircraft carrier does not
pose an environmental threat to
Egypt,” the Ministry said in a
statement carried by the State
news agency MENA. Experts
from the Ministry and the Suez
Canal Authority were due to in-
spect the ship on Monday.

The Clemenceau — a former
pride of the French navy — left
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the French Mediterranean port
of Toulon on December 31 but
was anchored some 15 nautical
miles off the coast of Egypt since
Thursday, pending a green light
from the Egyptian authorities.
Two protesters from the envi-
ronmental watchdog, Green-
peace, boarded the 40-year-old
ship off the coast of Egypt,
claiming the Clemenceau’s asbe-
stos insulation posed a health
and environmental threat.

“The documents received by
the French embassy in Cairo as-
sert that the Clemenceau is still
a State-owned warship, which
means that it does not legally
contradict the Basel conven-
tion,” the Ministry said.

The Egyptian authorities had
previously claimed that the
Basel Convention applied to the
ship, causing a standoff that
briefly threatened to strain rela-
tions.

French Defence Ministry
spokesman Jean-Francois Bu-
reau confirmed the deadlock had
been broken. The Clemenceau’s
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compliance with the Basel Con-
vention “no longer seemed to be
an issue,” he said. “We are now
looking at technical aspects and
sharing practical information on
the conditions of the transit”
through Suez.

Port authorities said the
Clemenceau had finally entered
Egypt’s territorial waters and
was approaching Port Said.

“It’s a purely political deci-
sion, It is scandalous that France
managed to pressure Egypt”
Greenpeace spokesman Martin
Besieux, whose organisation has
called for the disarmed vessel to
be decontaminated, said.

Greenpeace has been fighting
to block the ship’s transfer for
months, arguing that Indian
shipyard workers will be at risk
of asbestos poisoning. According
to the French Government, the
vessel is carrying 45 tonnes of
asbestos insulation. According
to the firm that helped partially
decontaminate it before the trip,
the amount is between 500 and
1,000 tonnes. — AFP
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RIVER LINKING RISKS

Planners who try to redlstxqbute surplus water into deficit areas by river linking
forget that in the dictionary of Nature, there is no word like ‘deficit’ or surplus »

S a member of the Na-
tional Commission of
Agriculture, I made an
in-depth study on the
iver-linking project
to solve a host of problems con-
nected with water. In his Inde-
pendence Day speech, President
AP] Abdul Kalam reminded the
nation in general and the scien-
tific community in particular of
the need for linking the Indian
river system for, among other
things, energy security within 15
to 20 years. Recently, a report
appeared in newspapers that one
part of the project would be
launched shortly.

A few years ago, the Indian
Water Resource Society showed
that by the year 2050 AD, water
famine would be a certainty be-
cause of explosion of the world
population to 160 crores. To sus-
tain this population, the required
food would be of the order of
450 million tonnes. After meet-
ing the water requirement for
this food bundle, which would
have to be the number one prior-
ity, only 15 per cent of water
would remain to serve the needs
of drinking and related use for
living and industrialisation.

A list maybe considered for
fixing the priority: drinking, irri-
gation, hydroelectricity, ecologi-
cal balance, industry, water
transportation. It is seen that in
all the river valleys, the volume
of water unused exists in varying
quantities. The moot question is
whether it is possible to meet the
needs of the deficit areas from
the surplus areas.

To solve the water famine,
political leaders naturally toyed
with the idea of river linking. In
1982, the water resource min-
istry set up the National Water
Resource Development Board.

The author is foMmer vice-
<ancellor, Calcutta University
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After about 18 years the govern-
ment focussed its attention on
implementing the recommenda-
tions of the board, particularly
after the Supreme Court passed
an order that the government
should complete the project
within 12 years. In the light of
the order, a task force was
formed under the leadership of
Suresh Prabhu. At the first level
of their deliberations, it was
found that nowhere in the world
had a project of such magnitude

been undertaken earlier. The
cost was also staggering — the

amount of money required to

implement the project would be
of the order of the total plan
expenditure for all the develop-
ment projects. Only last year the
project was put on the website,
but the public was kept in the
dark about the feasibility of the
project. This attitude of secrecy
on the part of the government is
dangerous.

The idea of river linking first
came to the venerable irrigation
engineer Visveswaraya. The
other notable names in this con-
text are of KL Rao, the then irri-
gation minister and Pilot Captain
Dastur. Rao’s thought revolved
around how to use the surplus
water. On the other hand, the
idea of constructing a series of
“garland canals” was in Dastur’s

g

It is 2 wrong notion that
irrigation water is the
sine qua non for
additional food
production: alternative
technologies would also
have to play their part

head for distributing the surplus
sub-Himalayan waters through
pipe-lines. The then water
resource ministry rejected both
the projects. In this context, one
cannot understand why Rao’s
project has been reactivated.

We must not forget that our
river valley water resources are
connected with international
water resources. Some gain
somewhere should nct cause
some a loss elsewhere. Again, it is
a wrong notion that irrigation
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water is the sine qua non for
additional food production: al-
ternative technologies would also
have to play their part in this
regard. Besides, with education,
the explosive growth of popula-
tion could also be checked, giv-
ing some respite to water man-
agement.

Attention may be drawn to
another subject. Rivers are made
by rain, and rain depends on the
local environment. The environ-
ment is produced by nature. The
sea is the offspring of mother
nature. How the river meanders
and what frack it follows to
reach the sea are unknown to
human beings. Man has from
time to time tried to obstruct the

. course of a river by erecting a

dam. The river does not like it,
she wants to go on forever. Man
makes a dam for hydroelectricity,
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and there is flood when the dam
is full. We make clectricity, and
destroy a vast habitation. Nature
abhors obstruction.

The same consideration ap-
plies when we think of river
linking. The planners proceed on
simplistic logic: redistribute the
surplus water into the deficit
areas by river-linking. They fail
to understand that in the dictio-
nary of Nature, there is no word
like “deficit” or “surplus”.
Everywhere reigns the supreme
equilibrium.

There has been a lot of specu-
lative thinking on de-salination
ofSeawater. This activity is not

and only the

Middle East can afford it. De-
salination is being done by the
sun from time immemorial with
the help of its intrinsic atomic
energy. How about creating some
small suns instcad of making
atom bombs? The need for water
can be met for all time to come.

It is common knowledge that
rain water is the source for river
formation. Rain is again caused
by water evaporated from the
oceans, but without any signifi-
cant change in the salinity of
oceans. In fact, at one time occan
water was used as a standard
solution for silver nitrate titra-
tion.

Rain water movement on the
earth’s surface has a special fea-
ture. It moves to a lower level
until it meets resistance. It then
changes its course so as to move
further down. This is what has
been termed as meandering, a
special phenomenon associated
with river formation. If the
meandering process is halted,
floods and consequent devasta-
tion cannot be avoided. Mcan-
dering is, therefore, a natural
phenomenon and must be al-
lowed to happen, if undisturbed
river formation is to be assured.

w

-



P e

~
{

o]

Roy: Firm stand

Arundhati
rejects
Akademi
award

New Delhi, Jan. 14 (PTI):
Author and activist Arund-
hati Roy has declined this
year’s Sahitya Akademi
Award, saying she cannot ac-
cept the honour from an in-
stitution linked to the gov-
ernment whose policies she
opposes.

Roy, who won the 1997
Booker Prize for her first
novel The God of Small
Things, has rejected the
award in a single-page fax
message, Akademi secretary
K. Sachidanandan said.

A leading environmental
activist and opponent of big
dams, Roy has slammed
India’s economic policies
that she says have caused un- |
sustainable environmental
damage.

Sachidanandan said the
author declined the award
because she did not want to
have it from an institution
she believed was linked to the
government.

“But we are trying to per-
suade her to reconsider her
decision. We are telling her
that the Akademi is intellec-
tually and culturally purely
autonomous although it is
funded by the government,”
he said.

Sachidanandan, however,
added the Akademi would
not replace her nomination.

“There have been many
occasions when we opposed
government policies our-
selves. There is absolutely no
question of replacing Roy
with anybody else. She will
remain our awardee.”

Roy was named for the
award for her book The Alge-
bra of Infinite Justice. ///
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Climate plan may

not stop warming
The Programme Takes Heat Off US, Australia

Sydney: While environ-
mentalists contend a cli-
mate change plan agreed by
some of the world’s worst
polluters this week will do
little to halt global warming,
analysts say it will reduce
political pressure on the US
and Australia to sign the Ky-
oto Protocol.

Both Canberra and Wash-
ington have refused to ratify
the protocol because they
say its greenhouse gas emis-
sion targets unfairly impact
on their economies while
favouring developing na-
tions. This week’s inaugural
Asia-Pacific Partnership on
Clean Development and Cli-
mate (AP-6) meeting in Syd-
ney was designed to find an
alternative strategy palat-
able to business, developing
‘nations and the Kyoto rebels.

The meeting brought min-
isters from the United States,
Australia, Japan, China, In-
dia and South Korea together
with more than 100 top exec-
utives from big business.

Analysts said the two-day
meeting ended with little
concrete outcome, aside
from the the allocation of a
relatively small amount of
money to address climate
problems and the articula-
tion of a number of core
principles. These included
assigning private enterprise
the bulk of work to halt glob-
al warming, acknowledging
fossil fuels will continue to
provide most of the world’s
energy needs for the next 50
years and refusing to sacri-
fice economic growth in or-
der to stop global warming.

The key to achieving this,

according to Australian

Prime Minister John
Howard, is encouraging in-
dustry to develop and com-
mercialise high-technology
methods of reducing carbon
emissions. The strategy won
support from an unexpected
quarter, Australia’s Labour
Party opposition, which is
normally opposed to initia-
tives from Howard’s Conser-
vative government.

“It’s time to abandon the
political correctness es-
poused by the green move-
ment,” Labour’s resources
spokesman Martin Ferguson
wrote in the Australian
newspaper. “Let’s be real:
without getting business on
board we cannot achieve
anything. The environmen-
talists are simply attacking
the coal industry for the sake
of it.” The Australian Cham-

THE TIMES CF INDIA

ber of Industry and Com-
merce (ACCI) also welcomed
the AP-6’s approach, which
does not include the manda-
tory emission reduction tar-
gets contained in Kyoto.

“(It) represents a signifi-
cant step beyond the flawed
Kyoto Protocol as it involves
business, and deals in the
practical aspects of imple-
menting low emission tech-
nologies,” ACCI chief execu-
tive Peter Hendy said.

However, Clive Hamilton,
the chairman of Australia’s
Climate Institute said the
conference was a “talk-fest”
that did not live up to even
minimal expectations.

“The main purpose of the
partnership, which was al-
ways to give diplomatic cov-
er to the US and Australia,

seems to have beer%
achieved,” he said. are A
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India will not

agree to ey

Vo

W e A

emission caps

REUTERS
Sydney, January 12

INDIA SAID on Thursday it will not agree to
binding cuts to greenhouse gases under the
Kyoto Protocol, but hopes boosting its nu-
clear industry will save its cities from chok-
ing air pollution. Speaking after the first
meeting of a climate change group created
by six of the world’s top polluters, environ-
ment minister A. Raja said on Thursday that
India would accept help to reduce emissions
but would not be forced into cuts.

India has signed the Kyoto Protocol,
which obliges about 40 developed countries
to cut their emissions by an average of 5.2
percent below 1990 levels by 2008-2012. But,
along with China, is exempt from the
mandatory cuts because it is a developing
nation. India is also part of the Asia Pacific
Partnership on Clean Development and Cli-
mate that met in Sydney, along with the US,
Australia, South Korea, Japan and China,
which hopes to tackle climate change with-
out hindering economic growth.

“Neither the Kyoto Protocol nor this part-
nership can stipulate anything upon the
government of India to reduce emissions,”
said Raja.

Environment ministers from around
the world agreed in Montreal in December
to a road map to extend the Kyoto Protocol
climate pact beyond 2012 and to launch
new, open-ended world talks on ways to
fight climate change that will include Ky-
oto outsiders such as the US and develop-
ing nations..

But Raja was adamant India would not
agree to binding cuts. “We are developing
countries, we have our own agendas for our
development activities, so we cannot give
any promise, any commitment to reduce
further our emissions,” he said.

The Asia Pacific Partnership ended two
days of talks on Thursday pledging a mul-
ti-million-dollar fund to develop clean en-

Triz HIDUSTAN T

Future powers

INDIA AND China are positioned to
“leapfrog” today’s industrial powers
and become world leaders in sustain-
able energy and agriculture within a
decade, says the Worldwatch Insti-
tute’s State of the World 2006 report.
In line with this emerging trend, it
wants India and China to be induct-
ed into the G-8 (Group of Eight in-
dustrial nations), and the Interna-
tional Energy Agency Additionally,
it says India should get a permanent
seat in the United Nations Security
Council.

The report says the two Asian gi-
ants can hold the world in balance in
the next few years, but much will de-
pend on the choices they make in
this period — choices that lead the
world to ecological and political in-
stability or to a development path
based on efficient technologies and
use of resources.

HTC, Washington

MES ]

ergy, but said polluting fossil fuels would
continue to underpin their economies for
generations.

India is mainly dependent on coal for its
energy, but has about 15 nuclear power
plants and is under pressure to boost ener-
gy production to meet a furious pace of in-
dustrialisation. “We believe that nuclear
power should be used in India to promote
our emission reductions,” Raja said.

In July 2005, the US signed a deal to give
India access to nuclear technology, includ-
ing fuel and reactors that New Delhi has
been denied for 25 years.
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“Green activi\thS \
board toxic ship

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 12 activists. They had earlier .

rr‘;\ % \first protest by Greenpeace
\
e protested at the Indian em-

ACTIVISTS OF Green-
peace, which is protesting
the French government’s
decision to send its air-
craft carrier Clemenceau
to India for decommission-
ing, on Thursday inter-
cepted the ship on the high
seas near Egpyt. The ship
is expected to take two
months to reach Alang in
Gujarat, the world’s big-
gest ship-breaking yard.
At about noon, two
Greenpeace activists
boarded the carrier with
banners crying ‘Asbestos
carrier: Stay out of India’.
Greenpeace has also ap-
pealed to the Egpyt gov-
ernment not to allow the
ship to enter the Suez
Canal and move ahead to-
wards Alang. This isn’t the

bassy in Paris, then in
Toulon where the ship was
parked, and finally before
the French embassy in
New Delhi.

“The Clemenceau pres-
ents an immediate danger
to the Indian environment
and to workers at the Ala-
ng ship-breaking yard,”
said Jacob Hartmann, Gre-
enpeace campaigner on
board the vessel, on Thurs-
day. “There is more than
sufficient evidence to es-
tablish that the French
government has failed to
decontaminate the ship
even to the standards they
agreed to, let alone t inter-
national standards. We
simply can’t allow the ship
to get any closer to its des-
tination”, he added.

| HE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Sydney: Business leade
and government minister:
from countries that pump
out half the world’s green-
house gas emissions gath-
ered amid tight security on
Wednesday for the inaugural
meeting of a US-led group
aiming to promote the devel-
opment of clean energy.

Police sealed off .a road
around the Sydney hotel
hosting the two-day meet of -
the .Asia Pacific Partner-
ship on Clean Development
and - Climate amid fears,
of protests. WA Y-S

The meetihg brings to-
gether senior ministers
from the US, Australia,
Japan, China, South Korea
and India along with execu-
tives from energy and re-
sources firms. The countries
account for 49% of world
GDP, 48% of world energy
consumption, 48% of global
greenhouse gas emissions
and 45% of the world’s popu-
lation, the Australian gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Environmentalists have
branded the meeting a stunt
designed to divert attention
from the US and Australian
governments’ refusal to
sign the Kyoto Protocol that
commits countries to tar-
gets for cutting greenhouse
gas emissions by 2012.

Washington and Canber-
ra insist the new partner-
ship complements Kyoto by
driving investment in new
technologies that will gen-
erate fewer emissions
blamed for global warming.

Australian media have re-
ported that Prime Minister
John Howard is expected to
announce on Thursday a
$75 million fund to promote
development of clean
energy technology.

But Greenpeace has
branded the partnership a
“coal pact” serving fossil
fuel companies. ar
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Says Supreme Court committee

Kalpana Sharma

MUMBAI: The Supreme Court
Monitoring Committee on Haz-
ardous Wastes Management on
Friday decided that the French
warship Clemenceau, headed to-
wards India, should not enter
the country. This recommenda-
tion would be sent to the Su-
preme Court in two days.

G. Thyagarajan, chairman of
the committee, said that in the
light of new and additional in-
formation, which became avail-
able through the media and
other sources, about the nature
and character of the ship, the
committee concluded that “it is
not desirable for the ship to en-
ter India’s sovereign territory.”

The committee, which met
here, also heard two representa-
tives from the French company,
Technopure, contracted to de-
contaminate the ship. In a 15-
minute presentation, Eric Bau-
don and Jean-Claude Giannino,
who flew down to India on Fri-
day at their own expense, ex-
plained the size of the
Clemenceau, its structure and
the fact that it had been specially
built and had a vast amount of
cabling containing asbestos.
They said their company had on-
ly partially decontaminated the
ship. According to their esti-
mates, the ship still contained at
least 500 tonnes of asbestos.

In the light of the conflicting
information on the quantity of
asbestos still on the ship, the es-
timates of which varied from 15-
500 tonnes, Dr. Thyagarajan
said the committee felt it needed

more information. “People have
not been transparent in the dis-
closure of information.” For this
reason, the committee would
wait another two weeks, during
which it was willing to receive
any more depositions or infor-
mation, before giving its final
recommendation to the Su-
preme Court. “At present, the
information is incomplete and
unhelpful. It doesn’t present an
encouraging picture.”

The committee arrived at its
decision after considering sever-
al issues. One, whether the deci-
sion to send the ship to India
conforms to the Basel Conven-
tion on Transboundary Move-
ment of Hazardous Wastes and
two, whether India should ac-
cept the ship.

Dr. Thyagarajan emphasised
that even if the Convention does
not specifically mention ships,
“or aircraft or mules,” any move-
ment of hazardous wastes in any
kind of container constituted a
violation. “If India accepts the
ship, then India will be seen as
abetting a violation of the Basel
Convention,” he said. “Why
should India spend Rs. 40 crore
in foreign exchange to buy trou-
ble? Why should we sacrifice our
precious soil to bury some other
country’s junk?” he asked.

To a question on the position
taken by the Gujarat Pollution
Control Board, that it was capa-
ble of handling the hazardous
wastes on the Clemenceau, Dr.
Thyagarajan said: “If a ship
comes with 100,000 cobras, will
we accept it just because some
Indians can catch cobras?”

~J
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A shipwe . m”
\ can refuse ", e

8 t is heartening that the Supreme Court Monitoring
Committee has responded firmly and with sensitivity
to the despatch of the French Navy’s decommissioned
aircraft carrier, Georges Clemenceauy, to India for

dismantling. Was it right for France to despatch a vessel
reportedly laden with toxic material when it is a signatory to
the Basel Convention on Transboundary Movement of Haz-
ardous Wastes? And independent of what France has done,
should India allow it in? The Committee rightly believes
that the ship must not be allowed to enter India’s waters.
Thus far the debate has been preoccupied with the quantity
of asbestos, banned in 36 countries worldwide including
France, on the ship, and the question of whether “warships”
are covered by the Basel Convention. The Basel Convention,
signed by most countries but not by the United States, came
about precisely because developing countries feared they
would become the dumping yard of the North. As envi-
ronmental regulations at home made the production, use,
and disposal of hazardous materials increasingly difficult
and expensive, many developed countries were, unsurpris-
ingly, inclined to choose the cheaper option of sending the
stuff to countries where wages were lower and laws relating
to the environment and workers’ safety lax. The French
government has clearly defied the spirit of the Convention.
But then the Basel Convention gives India the right to refuse
entry to the French warship. Every year around 700 ships
are dismantled, mostly in Asian ship-breaking yards. India
hosts one of the largest of these in Alang, Gujarat, and there
is copious documentation to show that workers dismantling
ships in Alang labour under horrific conditions and are
continuously exposed to poisonous and hazardous sub-
stances without the mandatory protective gear.

The ships being dismantled were built in the 1960s and
1970s when the use of asbestos was not banned. In Western
countries, asbestos has long been acknowledged to be a
deadly workplace killer. The considerable death toll in the
United States and Western Europe from asbestos-related
diseases led to a ban on further use of the material. The
European Union banned asbestos as recently as January
2005. India has been quite permissive and, to make matters
worse, there are no reliable data on the incidence of asbe-
stos-related diseases. What the Government needs to do is
simple. It must value the safety of workers and of the
environment higher than the so-called economic benefits of
allowing the ship-breaking industry to do someone else’s
dirty and dangerous work. Ship-breaking is profitable busi-
ness and the Clemenceau will yield 26,000 tonnes of steel
worth crores of rupees. But the profit will come at the cost of
the health of hundreds of workers and the poisoning of land
used to bury tonnes of toxic asbestos. The next stage will
reveal to the world the value priorities of the Indian
establishment.

THE HINCU
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 Asia-Pacific group to
discuss cleaner fuel

India Among Six Nations Searching
For Alternative To Kyoto Protocol

Washington: Washington: Pro-
ducers of half the world’s “green-
house” gases are angling for more
private investment to create clean-
er energy technologies and help
slow global warming-

US secretary of state Condoleez-
za Rice, energy secretary Samuel
Bodman and presidential advise
James Connaughton ;
will meet next week in -
Sydney, Australia,
with representatives
from five Asian and
Pacific nations. Along
with the United States,
these countries ac-
count for nearly half
the world’s popula-
tion, energy use and
economic output.

The White House said its talks

with Australia, China, India,
Japan and South Korea will en-
hance rather than replace the Ky-
oto climate treaty that President
George W Bush rejected because
of its mandatory cuts in carbon
dioxide, methane and other gases.

“It's a complement to it,” Con-
naughton, chairman of the White
House Council on Environmental
Quality, said on Wednesday. “For
the countries in Kyoto, it will be a

very useful tool for them to meet .

their obligations.”

Among major developed na-
tions, only the United States and
Australia reject the 1997 treaty ne-
gotiated in Kyoto, Japan, that
mandates specific cutbacks in
emissions of carbon dioxide and

THE v 5 CF INCIA

five other gases by 2012 in 35 in-
dustrialised countries.

China and India signed the
treaty as developing nations, ex-
empting them from the firct ronnd
of emissions cuts. Japan must cut

emissions by 6% below 1990 levels,
and South Korea by 5%.Fossil fuel-
burning j e United States pro-
duces one-quarter of
/~ the world’s gases that
scientists blame for
trapping heat in the at-
mosphere like a green-
house. .

The Bush adminis-
tration advocates slow-
ing the growth rate of
those gases, not revers-
ing the trend.

Connaughton said
the “Asia-Pacific partnership” an-
nounced last July would drum up
more private investment for com-
mon goals. They include United
States and Chinese plans to im-
prove energy efficiency in coal-
burning power plants and cut acid
rain-causing  sulfur  dioxide
emissions.

“This is harder than negotiating
a diplomatic document, because
this is creating real work plans,”
he said. “The only way to reduce
the environmental impact of
growth in key developing coun-
tries like China and India is
through growing the economies
that will pay for the efficiency and
pollution controls that make the
cuts possible, We welcome their
growth.” ap i
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India must take a lead in cleaning up its ship-breaking industry, says SONU JAIN

- Alang awaits its hazardous diet

LEMENCEAU, the French
‘ flagship aircraft carrier, was

berthed at the Toulon military
harbour for seven years before it set
sail for Alang shipbreaking yard in Gu-
jarat last week. Fourteen years after it
was drafted for the Gulf War, it isnow a
pale shadow of its old self, its name vis-
ible in fading white and its exterior a
rusty grey.

This massive hulk of steel weighing
26,000 tonnes is a nebulous entity legally.
Amidst the controversy that surrounds it
on the amount of asbestos its innards
contain, it raises questions for India, one
of the four surviving ship-breaking yards
(the others being China, Bangladesh
and Burma), and devel-

onsibility for the clean-up of hazardous
substances like asbestos lies with pri-
vate companies. There is little reason
to assume that will not cut corners to
maximise profits in this cut-throat in-
dustry. There is certainly no incentive
for them to budget for clean-up opera-
tions that costs millions and are
mandatory in Europe. In these cases,
there is simply an attempt to try to arm-
twist the Indian ship-breaker to clean
up the mess.

Since it was decommissioned in 1997,
ownership of Clemenceau passed from
the French Navy (which now has a mer-
ely custodial role) to the French state.
The decision to send the ship to India

was taken by Prime

oped countries like Fra- With Chinese Minister Dominique
nce which will have 143 de Villepin.
many more ships to de- comgetltlon According to the co-
commission in the next ~ UNNEIVING Alang ntract, a private comp-
five years. ] 3 anyregistered in Pana-
Who owns the end- and Shlp prices ma called the Ship
of-life ship? Who regul- falllng, pr ofit Decommissioning Ind-
ates its break-up? Who margins are ustry  Corporation
isresponsible for the da- . . (SDIC) purchased the
ngerous contaminants gettlng slimmer. ship from the French
in its steel skeleton? In Regulation is state. However, the tit-
the absence of clear ans- heref ] le deed will only be
wers to these questions, theretore urgent Y  transferred to SDIC
itis the moneyandtra- peeded to enforce onceitiscleared of as-
de transactions that set bestos; in other words,
the rules. Since cleaning the Clean'up of when it is broken up.
dirty substances like as- toxic materials The contract states
bestos is expensive, it is that SDIC will carry
logical to expect that it out the decontamina-
will not be high on the priority list. tion of all directly visible, friable and ac-

At present, these decommissioned
ships are out of the purview of legally-
binding international treaties. An ef-
fort is being made to hammer out one
and, going by the present negotiations,
it is clear that even when a treaty is
warked out, the burden of responsibil-
ity will be on countries where the ship is
broken up. India will have to put in
place some environmental regulation
if it is serious about retaining ship-
breaking as a viable industry.

Take the case of Clemenceau which
came on the public radar as the French
state is involved. There are, in contrast,
hundreds of huge ships that quietly
land up in Alang to be broken up with
huge amounts of asbestos.

In the present framework, the resp-

INDIAN EXP™TECS

cessible asbestos without either dis-
mantling the ship or affecting its
structural integrity.

Disputes over clean-up started much
before all this became controversial.
SDIC actually terminated a contract
with another agency, Technopure,
contracted for extracting asbestos as
they were “damaging the ship” last year
— in other words, taking out more
parts and thus cutting into their prof-
its. Though they claim to have spent 5
million Euros on removing asbestos,
they claim this has ensured that they in-
cur losses on the deal.

Meanwhile in India, a private comp-
any, Shree Ram Vessels, has already
committed to buy Clemenceau. On pa-
per, the contract said it had to be

decontaminated by 98 per cent before it
came here. The reality is that more
clean-up means more ship parts and
steel being removed, thereby reducing
the amount of scrap and profit. Most
of the asbestos used for insulation is
embedded in steel parts.

Sources say that there is bickering be-
tween the two private companies on
the two continents. Shree Ram Vessels
has alleged that steel is being taken out

of the ship in the guise of asbestos. It
had also resisted attempts to tackle as-
bestos in Alang initially, being com-
pletely new to any form of environmen-
tal good practice. It has been forced to
hire a private company called Gujarat
Enviro Protection Limited to do the
clean-up in India.

The ship actually left the Toulon port
without the deal with the Indian com-
pany been concretised or any proof of
the extent of decontamination. They
are still squabbling on the price of steel,
factoring in the clean-up cost once the
ship reaches India.

With Chinese competition pressuris-
ing the shipyard at Alang and steel

prices falling, profit margins are getting
slimmer. It is anybody’s guess as to why
shipbreakers will spend money on han-
dling dangerous asbestos.

The French government has man-
aged to stay clear. It argued that no
civilian court within the country was
competent to pass judgement on
Clemenceau since it was “a warship”
and thus outside the purview of the
court’sjurisdiction. France’s stated case

OECD countries. However, the ship-
ping industry and the Internationd!
Maritime Organisaion, fearful of ships
becoming subject to a strict environ-
mental justice regime, claim that the
Basel Convention has no competence
over waste ships.

The IMO, the Basel Convention and
the International Labour Organisation
met last month to discuss ways to bring
the ship-breaking industry under con-
trol. The IMO has resisted any attempt
toloosen its grip on all ship related reg-
ulation and bring the industry under
the control of the Basel Convention. As
a concession, earlier this month, the
IMO announced plans to develop a
new treaty on ship scrapping.

REUTERS

Warships remain outside the purview of existing conventions

is that the Basel Convention does not
apply to “war material”, a stand upheld
by French courts.

On the world’s oceans are hundreds
of warships waiting to be decommis-
sioned. There was a spate of new ships in
the 1990s and the old ones need to go.
There cannot be a stronger case for a
treaty on these ships which pins down
responsibility.

Greenpeace has been arguing that
end-of-life ships should be treated like
any other toxic material under the Basel
Convention. Basel bans the dumping of
toxic waste by OECD countries in non-
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However, it will not come into effect
for at least another five years and is
likely to place the burden of responsi-
bility for hazardous waste on the devel-
oping country where the breaking yards
are, and not on the ship owners or devel-
oped countries.

Activists claim that by waiting, the

 IMO is deliberately exempting a mas-

sive flood of toxic single-hulled tankers
that will be phased out in the next five
years from any new regulations.

Clemenceau is a test case and, treaty
or no treaty, India should be cleaning
up its act before China does.




Graft alleged
In oustees’ -
rehabilitation

SSP: Medha Patkar accuses
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NEW DELHI: Narmada Bachao I?}N
dolan leader Medha Patkar on
Wednesday accused the Centre
and its agencies of mismanage-
ment in the rehabilitation of
Sardar Sarovar Project oustees
and alleged that officials usurp-
ed funds meant for compensa-
tion to the displaced tribals and
villagers.

She demanded a “full, impar-
tial inquiry” into the “corrup-
tion” exposed in Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat and said
only gram sabhas could give
proper information on the fam-
ilies displaced and to be
rehabilitated.

Leads arally

Leading a rally of more than
800 displaced people from Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Gujarat here, Ms. Patkar said
that despite assurances from
Ceairal Ministries and agencies,
none visited the valley to assess
the ground situation. The dam
would displace more than
40,000 families in three States.
Thirty dams were planned on
the Narmada.

She alleged that it had come to
light in Madhya Pradesh that up
to Rs. 400 crore had been usurp-
ed by officials as “cuts” for giving
cash to people other than those
displaced. Those whose homes
and farmland had either sub-

"merged or were going to be sub-
merged had been shown as
rehabilitated and settled on

paper.

Meets Meira Kumar

“This is just being done to
somehow raise the height of the
Narmada dam in Gujarat from
the present level of 110.64

THE HINCU

metres to 121.92L\‘:1etres this
monsoon,” said Ms Patkar. She
later met Union Minister for So-
cial Justice and Empowerment
Meira Kumar and Water Re-
sources Secretary and Chairman
of the Narmada Control Author-
ity (NCA) J. Hari Narayan. Ms.
Kumar assured her that she
would visit the valley.

Picketing by tribals
Surrounded by a big posse of
police and Central Industrial Se-
curity Force personnel, the af-
fected families picketed the
Ministries of Water Resources
and Social Justice and Empo-
werment seeking land — as pro-
vided for in the Narmada
Disputes Tribunal Award — for
their rehabilitation and resettle-
ment instead of cash compensa-
tion. “First it was cash, then it
was land for land, then again it
became cash and now we have
nothing,” said Sonabai and Raj-
korbai, both widows, from Pi-
chauri in Madhya Pradesh.

Charge against officials

Ms. Patkar alleged that some
officials had pocketed half of the
first instalment of money given
by Gujarat to Madhya Pradesh E
for the rehabilitation of dis-
placed people. “False names of
oustees have been given and
even banks have disbursed the
amount to false beneficiaries !
without conducting any checks.
Even in Gujarat there is big cor-
ruption in purchase of land for
oustees. A Deputy Collector has
been jailed. It is clear the dam is
being pushed through corrup-
tion. How can the Centre be a
mute spectator and leave it to
the States? By taking no action,
the Central Government is in si-
lent connivance,” she said.

05 Jan 2006
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" t*Troubled Waters _ YA:

French warship headed for Alc‘é‘ng 'S
A\ scrapyards is a health hazard

HE decommissioned French aircraft carrier Clemence:

that was deployed in the 1991 Gulf War — has set sail
for India, its final destination being Gujarat’s Alang ship-
breaking yards. Like most superannuated ships, this one too
will be taken apart, its innards and frame dismantled, segre-
gated and sold as scrap. The story, however, does not end there.
The manner'in which the French government closed the deal
to get rid of Clemenceau has raised a storm. Technopure, the
agency that undertook to carry out the ship’s decontamina-
tion, has ended its contract with the French government and
SDIC (Ship Decommissioning Industries Corporation), ac-
cusing them of choosing the cheaper but dangerous option of
leaving on board nearly 500-1000 tons of harmful asbestos.
Disposing large quantities of asbestos by inadequately pro-
tected labour working in unsuitable conditions will expose
them to risk of fatal respiratory disease. The French govern-
ment claims, however, that only 160 tons of ashestos remains
on the now dispatched ship, and that the amount is well with-
in international convention and norms.

As the world’s cheapest scrap yard, Gujarat is one of the
most sought after destinations, not only of agents getting rid
of retired ships, but also those junking obsolete electronic
hardware. Gujarat is reportedly making more than
Rs 3,000 crore through recycling businesses. It is evidently not
factoring in the high cost in terms of public health, fatalities,
and long-term environmental effects. Scrap yard conditions
remain both hazardous and appallingly unhygienic. It is not
uncommon to find spent bombs and ammunition, rocket
launchers and toxic chemicals in the rust-ridden yards. Rules
and regulations are flouted or bent as a matter of routine, en-
dangering not only unprotected workers’ health but compro-
mising the entire area’s biodiversity. India’s recycling indus-
try should be made to conform to international safety, health
and environmental standards to protect workers’ interests
and public health at home, and remain competitive and con-
troversy-free abroad. Disregard for industrial safety and poor
working conditions make the recycling industry in India dan-
gerous. Globalisation does not mean that we have to tyrh our-
selves into an international garbage dump.

THE TIMES OF DA 0/



shipload of trouble from France

Have the French authorities really removed all the asbestos they could have
without damaging the structure of the ship or could more have been done?

Vaiju Naravane

RANCE HAS sent India a New

Year’s “gift” in the shape of a 265-

metre-long, decommissioned air-

craft carrier, a gigantic, rusty, float-
ing tub, denuded of men and equipment, and
allegedly carrying an estimated 500 tonnes
of deadly asbestos. It is a present India could
clearly do without.

The French authorities and the SDIC, the
private company that acquired the Clem-
enceau for scrap, deny these allegations say-
ing the Clemenceau had an estimated 160
tonnes of asbestos aboard of which they
have removed 115 tonnes.

The Clemenceau, once the flagship of the
French Navy, set off for India on December
31, 2005 on its way to the knackers’ yard at
Alang in Gujarat, where it is to be disman-
tled. Once the ship has been dismantled (by
Shree Ram Scrap Vessels Pvt. Ltd), it will
yield 26,000 tonnes of steel valued at eight
million Euros. But the path to that manna is
potentially so dangerous for Indian workers
and the environment and so strewn with
unanswered questions that it may be wiser
not to attempt it at all.

There are two types of arguments that
militate against the Clemenceau coming to
India to be broken up: moral and technical.

Since it was decommissioned in 1997, the
ownership of the Clemenceau passed from
the French Navy (which now has a merely
custodial role) to the French state and naval
officers have been keen on underlining that
the decision to send the ship to India ulti-
mately belonged to Prime Minister Domin-
ique de Villepin. The Clemenceau will
remain the property of the French state un-
til its demolition is complete. Only then will
the title deed be transferred to SDIC (Ship
Decommissioning Industry Corporation),
the Panamanian-registered private compa-
ny that has acquired it. So, right up to the
point of its demolition, the French state is
involved and responsible for the fate of the
Clemenceau and the toxic waste aboard.

France is a signatory to the Basel Conven-
tion of 1989, which bans the trans-boundary
movement of hazardous wastes. The Con-
vention defines wastes as “substances or ob-
jects which are disposed of or are intended
to be disposed of or are required to be dis-
posed of by the provisions of national law.”

Commercial ship owners have tended to
argue that an end-of-life ship, as long as it
floats, even if clearly intended for demoli-
tion, does not constitute “waste.” Under this
pretext, several commercial ships, shot full
of asbestos and other toxic industrial prod-
ucts, have ended up in the ship-breaking
yards of India, Bangladesh, or China where
they have been torn apart by workers, often
without any kind of protective clothing or
equipment, causing death, injury, and
disease.

Legal challenges

The French Government has taken this
argument one step further. In response to
legal challenges from several anti-asbestos
and ecologist associations contesting the
Clemenceau’s dispatch to India, the Govern-
ment has argued that no civilian court with-
in the country was competent to pass
judgment on the Clemenceau since it was “a
warship” and thus outside the purview of the
court’s jurisdiction.

France’s stated case is that the Basel Con-
vention regulations do no apply to “war ma-
terial,” a stand upheld by French courts.
Asked to explain the difference between as-
bestos contained in a suitcase and asbestos
contained in the empty hull of a decommis-
sioned warship, (the export of asbestos per
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DEADLY GIFT: A November 19, 2004, file photo of workers aboard the former French aircraft carrier Georges
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Clemenceau at Toulon in southern France. The Clemenceau is now on its way to Alang in Gujarat. The placard at
right reads: “Building site, No entrance to the public, asbestos decontamination.” - PHOTO: AP

se is banned), a clearly discomfited French
Admiral refused to reply, saying only that
the courts in his country had ruled on the
issue.

G. Thyagarajan, Chairman of the Supreme
Court’s Monitoring Committee, had this to
say: “A warship is a container like any other.
When it comes to the Basel Convention, it
talks about toxic materials but does not spe-
cifically mention ships. My position is that
there should be no import and no export of
hazardous substances and no exceptions to
that rule. We expect that countries belong-
ing to the OECD such as France, who are
signatories to the Basel Convention, have a
moral responsibility to ensure that they do
not allow anything containing hazardous
materials to be sent to friendly countries.”

Does sending the Clemenceau to India
with toxic waste aboard constitute an un-
friendly act? The Clemenceau has in the past
been turned back by both Turkey and Greece
which denied it entry in October and No-
vember 2003 respectively on the grounds
that the ship had not been decontaminated.
Although the ship has now been partially
decontaminated it still contains at least 45
tonnes of asbestos on board, going by the
Navy and SDIC’s own extremely conserva-
tive estimate. Other sources, including the
French company Technopure that removed
70 tonnes of asbestos from the ship, say the
ship has been allowed to leave for India with
huge quantities of asbestos (upwards of 500
tonnes) that could easily have been removed
without damaging the ship’s structure or
navigability.

Complex case

As for the practical or technical aspects of
this extremely complex case, there are sev-
eral disquieting factors that emerge. The
Clemenceau was contracted to be sold to
SDIC, a private company, registered in Pan-

ama by Eckhardt Marine Gmbh, a wholly
owned subsidiary of the German industrial
giant Thyssen-Krup for a mere euros
100,000. Strangely enough, the signature of
Briac Beilvert, the president of SDIC, ap-
pears under the title of both executor and
guarantor in the contract for the acquisition
of the ship. Also, since April 2005, Eckhardt
Marine Gmbh no longer belongs to Thyssen-
Krup, Mr. Beilvert having bought over the
company from its owners.

The contract states that SDIC will carry
out the decontamination of all directly vis-
ible, friable, and accessible asbestos without
either dismantling the ship or affecting its
structural integrity. This is where the con-
tradictory claims and counterclaims about
the exact amount of asbestos on board be-
come relevant.

Christian Piotre, Deputy Chief of Staff of
French Defence Minister Michele Alliot-
Marie, in a letter dated February 11, 2005
addresses the concerns of the NGO Ban As-
bestos: “... It is necessary to preserve the
structure of the ship to allow its export to a
demolition site. In practical terms, 90 per
cent of the asbestos will be removed, the
remainder, roughly 22 tonnes will be treated
in India by the company Luthra Group un-
der the supervision of Technopure, in
charge of the decontamination in Toulon...”

Shree Ram Scrap Vessels Pvt. Ltd in its
deposition before the Supreme Court Mon-
itoring Committee on Hazardous Waste on
February 2, 2005 said that the French Gov-
ernment had promised to remove as much as
98 per cent of the asbestos on board the
Clemenceau and that the company expected
to find between 15 tonnes and 25 tonnes
when the ship reached India, although that
figure could vary slightly.

The Navy and SDIC now claim there is far
less asbestos on board than the 220 tonnes
indicated by the Defence Ministry letter.

Technopure, the company which was in
charge of the entire decontamination pro-
ject, challenges that, saying at least 500
tonnes of asbestos remains on board and
that a great deal more could have been re-
moved such as 300 tonnes of cabling con-
taining lead and asbestos, flooring with paint
and glue containing asbestos, the ship’s fun-
nel, boilers and engines, etc.

The crux of the matter is: have the French
aunthorities really removed all the asbestos
they could have without damaging the struc-
ture of the ship or could more have been
done? There is strong indication that the
latter might be the case, since Technopure
itself sent in two quotations, one for three
million Euros for “minor” decontamination
and another for six million Euros for “ma-
jor” work. The fact that the cheaper option
was retained indicates that the intention
was to do a cheap cosmetic job leaving the
major decontamination to Indian compa-
nies who would do it for a fraction of the
cost.

When asked, SDIC refused to give a de-
tailed inventory of the asbestos that remains
on board. Luthra Group and Shree Ram Ves-
sels Pvt. Ltd have yet to receive this detailed
inventory.

Even presuming that Shree Ram Scrap
Vessels Pvt. Ltd and the Luthra Group are
capable of handling this extra tonnage of
asbestos in a safe and scientific manner the
question still remains as to why India should
accept and bury such large quantities of tox-
ic waste on its soil. Going by the “polluter
pays” principle, should the extracted asbe-
stos not be shipped back to the country of its
origin?

The Supreme Court Monitoring Commit-
tee on Hazardous Waste, which meets on
January 6, should look into all these dis-
quieting aspects to prevent India from be-
coming an international garbage dump.
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ip-shape?

roversy gives Ind1a an

opportunity to clean up its vessel breaking act

HERE'’S a paradox at the
I heart of India’s ship break-
ing sector. While it happens
to be the biggest in the world, it is
also arguably the dirtiest. The
Alang scrap steel yards, dotting
Bhavnagar’s coastline, which are
estimated to dismantle around half
the world’s ships, have come to be
known as the “armpit of the world”.
One of the reasons for the interna-
tional popularity of the Alang yards
is that it offers a cheap, and lucra-
tive, alternative to what is other-
wise an extremely expensive busi-
ness. Indian ship dismantling yards
do this by bending the norms. Most
of the dismantling is effected in
primitive conditions, manualily.
Those appointed to do this run the
risk of incurring asbestosis (the
scarring of lungs which cause
deathly respiratory problems) and
cancers, or have to reckon with un-
expected explosions, even as the en-
vironment in which they work is in-
tensely degraded.
The status of the Alang ship

breaking yards has suddenly be- .

come a live one, with the French
courts ruling that the French air-
craft carrier, ‘Clemenceau’, can go

INDIAN EXPRESS

to India for dismantling. As The
Sunday Express has just reported,
there is a sorry lack of transparency
on the exact percentage of asbestos
in the ship’s structure, apart of
course from the other toxic sub-
stances inherent in vessels of this
kind, like polychlorinated biphen-
yles, poison gases, fuel oil and lead.

This is not to argue that India
should shut down its ship breaking
sector, which fetches the Gujarat
government over Rs 3,000 crore an-
nually. The ‘Clemenceau’ contro-
versy should, instead, goad India
into transforming itself into a mod-
ern ship recycling centre of the
world, conforming to international
standards. Indian courts have long
been demanding that the industry
cleans up its act. Apart from obvi-
ous environmental and health bene-
fits, such a move makes economic
sense. Ship breaking is becoming
increasingly competitive, with Ch-
ina also throwing its hat into the
ring, claiming that its ship breaking
sector conforms to international
safety, health and environmental
standards. For India then, it’s a case
of either being ship-shape, or ship-
ping itself out of the market.
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AHMEDABAD: Even as environmental-
ists are crying hoarse about the lurk-
ing danger from decommissioned
ashestos-laden French aircraft carri-
er Clemenceau’ has set to sail for
Alang ship-breaking yard anytime,
Gujarat is blissfully unaware of it.
As per reports reaching here, the
French Government has cleared the
decommissioned warship of 26,000
light displacement tonnage (LDT),

7 embedded with 40-220 metric

tonnes of carcinogenic (cancer-caus-
ing toxin) asbestos in the structure,
for dismantling in India. Strangely,
not even French authorities seem to
have any idea about the exact
amount of asbestos the ship con-
tains,

The environmentalists plead it is
nevertheless toxic even if it contains
one tonne of asbestos.

They argue that the ship-breaking
yard in developing countries do not
have the infrastructure nor the ma-

chinery tors\ga toxic substance em®
bedded in the ship’s body. The job is
carried out manually under hazard-
ous conditions.

Meanwhile, several environmen-
tal groups, notably Greenpeace, have
strongly objected to developed na-
tions dumping poisonous junk ships
in developed countries for scraps.

Both France and India are signa-
tory to the Basel Convention on Tox-
ic Wastes, which prevents export as
well as import of toxic substance.

Greece and Turkey have reported-
ly refused to let Clemenceu’ enter
their shores. Now, if the ship-break-
ers at Alang refuse to accept the ship,
they will stand to lose 26,000 tonne
of steel scrap, prevailing price being
around $250-300 (Rs 13,000-
18,000) per tonne. Apparently
caught between the proverbial di-
lemma of Scylla and Charybdis, the
Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB)
pleads total ignorance about any

THE HINCU

Gujarat unaware of toxic

¢ ship .~

such ship’s hkehhood of beaching at
Alang on the Saurashtra coast. GMB
is the state-level nodal agency to reg-
ulate eleven intermediate and 29 mi-

nor  ports, besides Alang
ship-breaking yard, along its 1,600
km long coastline.

When contacted, GMB Marine
Engineer M M Khatri told UNI, “we
do not have any information about
any toxic ship coming to Alang. We

might come to know of its approach- |

ing the shores two-three days before
it actually beaches. We will enquire
from the ship-breakers.”

There are nearly 200 registered
ship-breaking agents in the region.
“The worse, if we say ho”, the toxic
ship may sail to Bangladesh, Indo-
china, China and other countries,”
he added. Even otherwise, Mr Khatri
pointed out, Bangladesh breaks
about 30 per cent of oil tankers,
which are more toxic in nature. ~—
UNI
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warship on its way to India .~

Court ordered the environmental group Greenpeace to keep clear of tlls ship

TOULON (FRANCE): The asbestos-
insulated decommissioned war-
ship, Clemenceau, began the
first stage of its final voyage to an
Indian breaker’s yard on Satur-
day after a court reportedly or-
dered the environmental group
Greenpeace to keep clear of the
ship.

The aircraft carrier left the
quay at the Toulon military arse-
nal without incident, an AFP re-
porter said, and marine boats set
up a 200-metre security cordon
as a helicopter and a navy plane
guarded the skies.

Officials said the carrier
would be taken out of the har-
bour by several tugs, before be-
ing towed to Alang in
north-western India, home to
the world’s biggest ship-break-
ing yard. It was expected to ar-
rive in India in two months’
time. The Panamanian-regis-
tered Ship Decommissioning In-
dustry Corp. said before the
ship’s departure that it had ob-
tained an injunction from the
Paris court preventing Green-
peace from coming closer than
300 metres to the old aircraft
carrier. The claim could not be
confirmed with the court.

Hazardous material

Greepeace and three other en-
vironmentalist groups have
tried for months to block the op-
eration, on the grounds that In-
dian shipyard workers are not
properly protected from the
hazards of working with asbe-
stos, which can cause fatal lung
diseases. A French court on Fri-
day ruled that the four groups
had raised “no setious doubts”
about the legality of the Clem-
enceau’s transfer from this Med-
iterranean port.

Another environmental
group, Robin des Bois (Robin
Hood), said the French state had
taken an important step in car-
rying out90 per cent of the asbe-
stos decontamination work
itself, which it said was a first in
European shipping. The Clem-
enceau, which took part in the
1991 Gulf War, was taken out of
service in 1997 when it was su-
perseded by France’s new, nu-
clear-powered aircraft carrier,
the Charles de Gaulle. — AFP

SPREADING POLLUTION: The asbestos-insulated decommissioned warship Clemenceau leaves Toulon, on Saturday for
a breaker’s yard in India after a court reportedly ordered the environmental group Greenpeace to keep clear of the
ship. ~ PHOTO: AFP |/



