Montenegro, . <t

ith Montenegro proclaiming independence
-W and separating from Serbia in the process, the

disintegration of the former federation of Yu-

goslavia is almost complete. The last act of this
sordid 15-year-old drama might be played out by the end of
this year if people living in the province of Kosovo break free
from Belgrade’s control. The Serb parties that bitterly op-
pose the break-up of the ‘land of the southern Slavs’ appear
to have accepted the verdict of the May 21 referendum — in
which 55.5 per cent of voters in Montenegro opted for
independence. The parliament in Belgrade unanimously
supported the government’s decision to assume the powers
and responsibilities of the now dissolved federal adminis-
tration. However, it is doubtful that Serb nationalists have
learnt any lesson from the recent experience. Their clandes-
tine support for the warlord Ratko Mladic, who faces charg-
es of genocide in the International Criminal Tribunal on the
Former Yugoslavia, seems to have had some impact on
voting in the referendum. This demonstration of Serbia’s
refusal to acknowledge the atrocities committed by its mil-
itary forces in Bosnia and Kosovo appears to have persuaded
Muslims in Montenegro to vote for separation. Until the
votes were counted, it was far from certain that pro-inde-
pendence groups would have their way. The European
Union, which holds the fate of the Balkan states in its hands,
had set the condition that it would not endorse separation
unless at least 55 per cent of voters favoured independence.
Podgorica and Brussels are likely to initiate talks soon on
Montenegro’s accession to the EU.

The Mladic controversy has adversely affected Serbia’s
prospects for entry into the EU. Brussels suspended talks on
the subject after Belgrade failed to meet the April 30 dead-
line for the arrest and handing over of the warlord. As it tries
desperately to cling on to Kosovo, Serbia cannot afford to get
on the wrong side of the western powers. Authorities in the
Muslim-dominated province, which has been a United Na-
tions protectorate since 1999, must implement certain mea-

. sures before they can stake a claim to independence. The

Kosovars have to create mechanisms for the protection of
Serbs, Croats, and other minorities and devolve power to
local bodies controlled by these ethnic groups. But it is
widely believed that the EU favours Kosovo’s independence.
Serbia’s failure to apprehend Mr, Mladic and those of his ilk
provided western powers with a humanitarian cover for a
step they would take in their own interest. After the break-
up of Yugoslavia, five successor republics have become de-
pendencies of the EU and NATO. With the International
Monetary Fund virtually dictating the economic policies of
these states, western business interests have taken over
much of their assets. Serbia alone appears to retain the
kernel of southern Slav nationalism. Belgrade will need to
cut its losses if it wants to continue as an exception in the
Balkans.
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Left alone, Serbia to declare
& own 1ndependence vy

Belgrade: Serbia’s parliament con-
vened on Monday to pave the way for
the country’s formal independence
after Montenegro, its last ally,
abandoned its 88-year association
with Belgrade.

Meeting in extraordinary session,
the lawmakers were to proclaim Ser-
bia’s own independence and transfer
solely onto Belgrade the internation-
al status of the federation of Serbia-
Montenegro, including its seat on bod-
ies such as the United Nations.

It follows Montenegro’s own for-
mal independence declaration Sat-
urday, after the tiny Balkan state vot-
ed on May 21 to secede from the union
that had bound together the last rem-
nants of the former Yugoslavia.

After Monday'’s session, the flag
of the disappearing federaion was
to be lowered from the parliament
building, the Serbian one raised in
its place and the national anthem,
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Montenegrons celebrate their
independence in Podgorica
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“God give us justice,” play:

Neither Prime Minister Vojislav
Kostunica, who has been reluctant
to accept Montenegro’s decision, nor
President Boris Tadic was present
as the deputies gathered in gloomy
mood. “Montenegro’s separation is
a sad reality for me,” said Milos Ali-
grudic of Kostunica’s Democratic
Party of Serbia.

Serbia’s neighbour, sandwiched
between the mountains and the Adri-
atic Sea and with a population of just
650,000, declared independence after
its May 21 referendum led to 55.5%
voting in favour of going it alone.
The move also brings to an end the
15-year painful dissolution of com-
munist Yugoslavia.

According to the constitution of
Serbia-Montenegro, Serbia inherits
its membership in the UN and all
other international and financial or-
ganisations. arp




“Croatia recogmses M

Zagreb (Croatia): Croatia on
Monday became one of the
first countries to recognise
Montenegro as an independ-
ent state, 15 years after they
fought a bloody war.

Montenegro, which parted
from Serbia after an independ-
ence referendum in May, was
also recognised Monday by the
European Union. Iceland,
Switzerland and Russia also
recognise the tiny Balkan state.

“The government of Croa-
tia recognises Montenegro as
a sovereign and independent
state,” the cabinet said on
Monday, expressing readiness
to “develop good neighbourly
relations and cooperation”
with Montenegro, to contribute
to “peace, stability and
progress” in the region.

The two countries are to es-
tablish diplomatic relations

A group of youngsters celebrates Montenegro’s independence

formally in the coming days.
In 1991, war broke out in
Croatia when minority Serbs
opposed Croatia’s independ-
ence from the dissolving Yu-

goslavia. At the time, Mon-
tenegro and Serbia were allied
in support of the Serb rebels
in Croatia, and Montenegrin
troops participated in attacks

ontenegro

on Croa 1a S antslent city of
Dubrovnik.

The war ended in 1995, and
relations between Croatia and
Montenegro have greatly im-
proved, particularly after the
Milo Djukanovic, president at
that time, apologised in
2000 for the crimes that Mon-
tenegro troops committed dur-
ing the war.

The government said it was
convinced that Montenegro is
aware of its role in Croatia’s
war, and that it was sure the
countries would “develop new
relations of ... mutual respect,
turned to the future,” the gov-
ernment statement said.

Croatia is negotiating its
membership in the European
Union and the regional coop-
eration in the Balkans is one
of the conditions for joining
the bloc. acencies
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N the end came, Slobodan
Milosevic was an almost forgot-
ten figure. listening to his
favourite. Frank - Sinatra and
Celine Dion CDs in the cell where he had
been a prisoner of the International War
Crimes Tribunal since 2001, and “mister pres-
ident” only to a clutch of fellow Serbs who
themselves were facing trial for war crimes
under the tribunal at The Hague.
* The apotheosis of Slobodan Milosevic
came on a burning hot day in June 1989, St
Vitus Day, when, at the celebrations com-
memorating the 600th anniversary of the bat-
tle of Kosovo, he addressed a million of his
countrymen on the field of Gazimestan. The
site where the invading Turks had vanquished
the Serbian Prince Lazar was hallowed
ground for Serbs. Standing on the dais, sur-
rounded by black-robed hierarchs of the
Serbian Orthodox Church and highly uncom-
fortable-looking officials from the other
Yugoslav republics, he said that Serbia had
until now succeeded in bettering its position
within Yugoslavia by peaceful means, without
war. But armed conflict, he warned, could not
be ruled out in the future.

Within two years, he had fulfilled his own
prediction. After his strident Serbian nation-
alism drove three Yugoslav republics —
Croatia, Slovenia and Macedonia — to
secede in 1991, Bosnia-Herzegovina followed
in 1992. Yugoslavia was at war. Most Serbs
ardently believed that Milosevic was fighting
for the rights of the Serb minorities in the
newly independent republics. The outside
world saw only a struggle for'a greater Serbia.

Milosevic was a child of World War II, born
in 1941 in the little town of Pozarevac, in cen-
tral Serbia. His father, Svetozar, was a deacon
in  the Orthodox Church. His mother,
Stanislava, a schoolmistress, became an
ardent supporter of Tito’s Communists, then
fighting Yugoslavia’s German invaders. His
parents separated soon after he and his broth-
er were born. Both subsequently committed
suicide, his father in 1962 and his mother in
1974.

Milosevic found solace from an unhappy
childhood in his childhood playmate, Mirjana
(“Mira”) Markovic, whom he would marry in
1965. She also came from an unusual home.
Her mother, Vera Miletic, had been a
Partisan, shot in 1942. Brought up by her
aunt, who was one of Tito’s confidantes and
supposedly his mistress, Mira belonged to the
privileged Communist elite that Tito’s one-
time ally turned opponent Milovan Dijilas,
dubbed “the new class.”

After studying law at Belgrade University,
Milosevic began his slow, steady ascent
through the League of Communists of Yugo-
slavia. Apart from his wife’s excellent party
connections, his close friendship with Ivan
Stambolic, another childof the Communist
elite and a rising star within the party’s
Serbian branch, proved to be profitable. Each
time Stambolic moved from one position to
another, Milosevic followed in his wake, run-
ning the state gas company Tehnogas before
moving to the Serbian state bank, Beobanka.

After Stambolic moved to the top of the
party, Milosevic followed again, becoming
President of the Serbian League of Commu-
nists when Stambolic became President of
Serbia in 1986. Stambolic had already estab-
lished himself as a determined, but moderate,
champion of Serbian national grievances on
the subject of Kosovo. Tito’s Partisans had
- fought hard to reclaim this desperately poor
region for Yugoslavia in 1945, after four years
of union with Albania under Italian protec-
tion.

In Kosovo, Milosevic spied his chance to

' gone
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betray and overtake' his g
patron. Hurrying down on 27 §
April 1987 to the suburb of
Kosovo Polje, not far from |
the famous Gazimestan, he §
told a group of Serbian §
demonstrators complaining
of harassment at the hands of
the local Albanian police that
“no one has the right to beat
you.” The remark might have |
unnoticed, had
Milosevic’s allies in Serbian }
television not filmed him and
broadcast the clip on the
main news programme that
evening. The speech at
Kosovo  Polie  turned §
Milosevic into a national §
hero, while Stambolic was

covered that Milosevic had §
quietly inserted his own men |
into key positions in the
Serbian party and in the |

This file picture taken on 5 October 2005 in
central Belgrade shows a ripped poster of
former Yugosiav President Slobodan
Milosevic. - AFP

media, who immediately
organised a campaign for Stambolic’s removal.
The rallies then held all over Serbia in
Milosevic’s support fused Serb nationalist and
Communist sentiments in a style that was total-
ly wikhout precedent in Yugoslavia. Never
since the Communists took power in 1945 had
a party leader of any of the six federal republics
played the once forbidden nationalist card so
openly. Nor had the media ever been har-
nessed to the nationalist cause so flagrantly.

At the Serbian party plenum of September
1987, Milosevic swept all before him. Stambo-
lic resigned three months later, to be replaced
by one of Milosevic’s ciphers. The conquest of
the Serbian party was only the start. Once in
power, Milosevic continued to orchestrate
huge rallies over the Kosovo issue throughout
Serbia, attempting to export his revolution to
the rest of Yugoslavia. A huge demonstration
in the northern city ot Novi Sad forced out the
leadership of the province of Vojvodina in
December 1988. Soon after that, protests
forced out the leaders of the republic of
Montenegro.

Azem Vlassi, the ethnic Albanian leader of
the party in Kosovo, resisted the enormous
pressure generated by the rallies to resign.
But Milosevic was undaunted, and browbeat
the other republics into agreeing to send fed-
eral troops and police into the province.
Cowed, Vlassi finally quit, to be arrested on
charges of “counter-revolutionary national-
ism and separatism.” In March 1989,
Milosevic presided over a victorious session of
the Serbian Parliament, which proclaimed the
re-absorption of both Kosovo and Vojvodina
into Serbia. Three months later, he headed
down to receive the thanks of a grateful
nation at Gazimestan.

By 1990, Milosevic controlled four of the

ot

MARCUS TANNER profiles the life and times of
Slobodan Milosevic whose death last week
brought into focus the ruthless and brutal
politics of Serbia after the bloody disintegration

~ of Yugoslavua \(2\\7

eight units of the Yugoslav federation and
seemed within an inch of extending his con-
trol over Serbia to the rest of Yugoslavia. By
basing his appeal on narrow Serbian chauvin-
ism, rather than a broader Yugoslav national-
ism, Milosevic united the Serbs at the price of
ahenatmg everyone else. Indeed, he managed
the rare feat of rallying anti-Communist
Croats and Slovenes on the side of their own
Communist leaderships.

Thwarted, Milosevic put pressure 6n the
eight-man federal presidency to declare
emergency rule throughout Yugoslavia, which

would have placed all the republics under the -

control of the Serb-dominated Yugoslay
army. But fear of both Serbia - and of the
army, united Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and
Macedonia against him.

* In 1991 Slovenia and Croatia seceded. Mil-
osevic practically ignored the departure of the
Slovenes, whose small republic had no signif-
icant Serbian minority. Not so Croatia, where
the 12 per cent Serb minority gave Milosevic
and his allies in the army the opportunity to
embroil themselves in a war to defend what
they saw as Serbia’s national interest.

In spite of isolated calls in the West for mil-
itary action, especially following the encir-
clement and bombardment of the city of
Dubrovnik, Serbia successfully retained its
third of Croatia’s territory, which was placed
under the control of a nominally independent
authority, the Serb Republic of Krajina.

Milosevic applied the same ruthless tactics
when Bosnia seceded in spring 1992. But this
time, the scale of fighting was larger and the
carnage correspondingly more horrific. At
least 10,000 died in Croatia before the
January 1992 cease-fire. In Bosnia, the figure
was at least 1,00,000. The forced displacement

of hundreds of thousands of Bosnian Muslims

resulted in “ethnic cleansing” of the kind car-
ried out by Hitler. Milosevic was scarcely visi-
ble in the" conflict and invariably professed
lack of connection with the carnage in his
talks with international peace negotiators,
But no one doubted that he was the author
and mastermind of the entire conflict and the
manner in which it was conducted.

In both Croatia and Bosnia, his local Ser-
bian clients became insubordinate and, much
to Milosevic’s fury, wrecked the chances of
favourable settlements by holding out for
more territory than they could possibly get. In
consequence, Milosevic’s truncated Yugosla-
via was placed under international sanctions
that sapped what was left of its economic
strength and chipped away at Milosevic’s own
popularity. He drew comfort from the subse-
quent Bosnian peace settlement hammered
out at Dayton, Ohio, where he posed - and
was treated by the world - as the great arbiter
of the Balkans who could “deliver” a Serbian
agreement. _

The wars ruined Serbia. For all his past ex-.-

‘perience as a banker, Milosevic proved a dis-

astrous economist. Kosovo also came back to
haunt him. In the spring of 1998, a new group
that spurned Rugova’s tacticss the Kosovo
Liberation Army, organised an insurrection
that spread rapidly across the province.
Milosevic responded with, the ruthless brutal-
ity that had become his trademark. Both
Serbs and Albanians were summoned in Feb-
ruary 1999 to Rambouillet, near Paris, to be
presented with a deal envisaging an autono-
mous Kosovo within Serbia, to be policed by
an external force run by Nato. Faced with an
uncompromising Nato, Milosevic did not ev-
en bother 1o attend the talks. Instead, the pol-
icy of burning villages and expelling Kosovar -
Albanians was stepped up after Nato began
air strikes on Yugoslavia on 24 March. By the
end of the month, as more than 400,000 refu-
gees streamed out of the province, bringing
reports of murder, arson and robbery, Europe
faced its biggest refugee crisis since WWIL.
The President used his grip on the media to
present the enforced withdrawal of Serbian
forces from Kosovo in June 1999 as another
triumph. Kosovo had been lost but Serbia
proper saved from foreign occupation. But
the public was not deceived. and the flight
northwards of most of Kosovo's Serbs, fleeing
ahead of the returning Albanians, led to a
growing fusion between Milosevic’s national-
ist and liberal opponents. The elections he
called on 24 September 2000 were a massive

_ strategic error as the Democratic Opposition

of Serbia won a landslide victory. Like many
dictators, Milosevic had tasted huge popular-
ity only to end up a reviled and despised fig-
ure. The second round of voting on 8 October
never happened. After a wave of strikes swept
the country, on 5 October, huge crowds m
Belgrade stormed the federal parliament
building, setting it alight, and as police and the
army stood idly by, it was clear that
Milosevic’s years in power were over.

On 21 March 2001, the police finally arrest-
ed Milosevic and on 28 June — St Vitus Day
and the anniversary of his famous speech at
Gazimestan -— they bundled him off uncere-
monjously to The Hague, as the first head of
state to face trial for genocide.

Initially putting himself forward as a tech-
nocrat, Milosevic then presented himself as a
man of iron who would save Yugoslavia.
When Yugoslavia declined salvation on the
terms he offered, he reinvented himself as the
godfather of a new, greater Serbia. He failed
miserably in all three guises.

— The Independent



Milosevic took wrong
~ drugs, says expert

The Hague, March 13
(Reuters): Slobodan Milosevic
took drugs that worsened his
health before dying in prison,
a Dutch expert said today, as
the former Yugoslav Presi-
dent’s family tried to decide
whether to bury him in Serbia
or Russia.

Adding to controversy
over Milosevic’s death just
months before an expected
verdict in his war crimes trial,
Russia expressed its “dis-
trust” of proceedings and
pressed The Hague tribunal to
allow its doctors to examine
post mortem results.

Groningen University toxi-
cologist Donald Uges said he
thought Milosevic had know-
ingly taken harmful medi-
cines to improve his case for
going for medical treatment to
Russia, where his wife, son
and brother live.

Dutch prosecutors said
today they had formally re-
leased his body, which Milose-
vic’s son Marko wants to col-
lect later for burial. The Dutch
foreign ministry said it had
granted visas for Marko and
Russian medical experts.

Marko said the family
wanted the funeral in Bel-
grade, but might ask for a tem-

A Milosevic supporter holds a candle and a rose in

Belgrade on Monday. (Reuters)

porary burial in Moscow if the
Serbian authorities failed to
guarantee the safety of his
mother Mira Markovic, who
fled Serbia from corruption
charges in 2003.

Milosevic, 64, who suffered
from a heart condition and
high blood pressure and was
found dead in bed in his cell on
Saturday, had faced a possible
life sentence if convicted.

“I don’t think he took his
medicines for suicide — only
for his trip to Moscow ... that is

where his friends and family
are. I think that was his last
possibility to escape The
Hague,” toxicologist Uges
said. “I am so sure there is no
murder.”

Uges said tests he conduct-
ed two weeks ago on Milose-
vic’s blood showed traces of ri-
fampicin — a drug used
against leprosy and tuberculo-
sis that would have neu-
tralised other medicines.

A preliminary autopsy re-
port yesterday showed Milose-

vic had died of a heart attack,
but toxicology tests were still
under way.

The autopsy was conduct-
ed by Dutch scientists and at-
tended by Serbian patholo-
gists. Serbia said the autopsy
had been very professional
and the whole procedure
filmed.

But Russian news agencies
quoted foreign minister
Sergei Lavrov as saying
Moscow did not trust the au-
topsy results and wanted its
doctors to examine the results
of the post mortem. Last
month, the tribunal rejected a
request by Milosevic to be al-
lowed to travel to Moscow for
specialist medical care.

His lawyer said Milosevic
feared he was being poisoned
with the wrong drugs in a bid
to silence him, and wrote to
Russia the day before he died
asking for help.

Saying she was furious
Milosevic’s victims had been
denied justice, UN chief prose-
cutor Carla del Ponte suggest-
ed he might have killed him-
self to evade a verdict, noting
that former Croatian
Serb leader Milan Babic com-
mitted suicide at the jail last
week.

THE TELgRs .



AMSTERDAM (NETHERLANDS): Slobo-
dan Milosevic, the former Ser-
bian leader indicted for war
crimes for orchestrating the Bal-
kan wars of the 1990s, was found
dead in his prison cell near The
Hague, the U.N. Tribunal said on
Saturday.

Mr. Milosevic (64), was found
dead on Saturday in his bed at a
U.N. prison near The Hague, the
tribunal said in a statement. He
appeared to have died of natural
causes, a tribunal press officer
said. A full autopsy and toxico-
logical examination have been
ordered, the tribunal said.

“The guard immediately
alerted the detention unit officer
in command and the medical of-
ficer. The latter confirmed that
| Slobodan Milosevic was dead,”
l the statement said.

) Mr. Milosevic had been on
l
!
|

trial since February 2002, de-

fending himself against 66

counts of crimes, including gen-
| ocide, in Croatia, Bosnia and Ko-
i sovo — proceedings repeatedly
! interrupted by his poor health
and chronic heart condition.

He recently asked the tribunal
to be released temporarily to go
to Moscow for treatment at a
heart clinic. The tribunal reject-
ed the request, fearing he would
not return to complete his trial.

Frequent complaints

Mr. Milosevic was examined
by doctors following his fre-
quent complaints of fatigue or ill
health, but the tribunal could
not immediately say when he
last underwent a medical check-
up. All detenus at the U.N. centre
in Scheveningen are checked by
a guard every half hour.

Steven Kay, a British attorney
who had been assigned to repre-
sent Mr. Milosevic, said on Sat-
urday that the former Serb
leader would not have fled, and

was not suicidal, “He said to me:
‘I haven’t taken on all this work
just to walk away from it and not
come back. I want to see this
case through,” Mr. Kay told the
BBC.

Blow to tribunal

Mr. Milosevic’s trial was re-
cessed last week to await his
next defence witness. He also
was waiting for a court decision
on his request to subpoena for-
mer U.S. President Bill Clinton
as a witness.

His death comes less than a
week after the star witness in his
trial, former Croatian Serb lead-
er Milan Babic, was found dead
in the same prison.

His testimony in 2002 de-
scribed a political and military
command structure headed by
Mr. Milosevic in Belgrade that
operated behind the scenes.

Babic, who was serving a 13-
year prison sentence, commit-
ted suicide.

Mr. Milosevic’s death willbe a
crushing blow to the tribunal
and to those who were looking to
establish an authoritative his-
torical record of the Balkan
wars.

Though the witness testimo-

.y is on public record, history

will be denied the judgment of a
panel of legal experts weighing
the evidence of his personal guilt
and the story of his regime.

“Itis apity he didn’t live to the
end of the trial to get the sen-
tence he deserved,” Croatian
President Stipe Mesic said.

“Unfortunately, he did not
face justice for crimes he has
committed in Kosovo as well,”
Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister
Lufi Haziri said in Pristinas
death does not absolve Serbia of
responsibility to hand over other
war crimes suspects. — AP

Milosevic found dead in prison cell

Autopsy ordered; Serbian leader was facing 66 counts of war crime charges

% 3 7

A supporter kisses a photo of Slobodan Milosevic, at his Socialist Party headquarters
in Nis, southern Serbia, on Saturday. ~ PHOTO: AP
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Milosevic seeks subpoena for Clinton

Ex-US Prez ‘Had A Role In Events Relevant To Indlcgment

The Hague: Lawyers repre-
senting Slobodan Milosevic
have asked the United Na-
tions war crimes tribunal to
issue a subpoena to force for-
mer US President Bill Clin-
ton to testify at his trial, doc-
uments showed on Tuesday.
“In his position as former
president of the United
States, Clinton had a contin-
uous role and unigue knowl-
edge of events relevant to
the indictment,” the lawyers
said in a written request
filed last week but only
made public on Tuesday.
Lawyers Steven Kay and
Gillian Higgins said his evi-
dence was needed to make

sure the trial was “informed
and fair”. They said Milose-
vic had written a personal let-
ter to Clinton asking him to
testify but had not received a
response. They added the US
embassy in The Hague had

written to them last year ex- ~

plaining the opposition of the
US government to the plea.
Milosevic, who has argued

that he was a peacemaker in -

the 1999 Kosovo conflict and
that the West committed war
crimes, has also asked the
court to subpoena retired
United States general Wes-
ley Clark to appear as wit-
ness in his defence.

Clark directed NATO’s

bombing of Kosovo in an
11-week campaign led by g
Clinton and British Prime Y
Minister Tony Blair to
halt Serbian repression in
the region. Judges decided .
last year not to call Blair and
Gerhard Schroeder, German»\
Chancellor at the time of the
bombing, as witnesses. /
Milosevic has been on trial -
for four years on charges of . v
genocide, crimes against hu- \
manity and war crimes. He
has used up more than four-
fifths of the 150 days allot-
ted for his defence, which §
suggests the case could be
wrapped up in a few |
months. Reuters
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