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SUMMIT LIKELY IN SEPTEMBER
N Korea, USA
to come
face to face

Korea Herald/ANN

SEQUL, June 23: As ten-
sion engulfs the peninsula
over the latest North
Korean missile crisis, the
President office, has con-
firmed that Secul has
scheduled to hold summit
talks with Washington as
early as September.

“The bilateral diplomat-
ic channels have reached
the conclusion to aim for
a summit in September,”
said presidential aide for
security affairs Mr Song
Min-soon today.  _

His comments came
hours after the presiden-
tial office denied news
reports of the talks.
President Roh Moo-hyun
is expected to fly out to
Washington to meet his
counterpart, President
George W Bush. This
would be Mr Roh’s second
exclusive encounter with
Mr Bush following the
November summit last
year on the sidelines of
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation.

At the time, the two
leaders concluded that a
nuclear-armed North Kor-
ea should not be tolerated
and called for Pyongyang
to eliminate its nuclear
weapons  programrnes
“promptly and verifiably.”

In September, the South
Korea president is expect-
ed to appeal to
Washington to take a soft-
er line against Pyongyang
in order to draw it closer
to negotiating tables for
the stalled six-party talks.
So far, the Bush admi-
nistration appears to be

Radar deployed

TOKYO, June 23: A high-res-
olution radar that can detect
a ballistic missile has been
deployed at a base in north-
ern Japan, an official said
today. The X-Band radar
was transferred to Japanese
Air Self-Defence Force's
Shariki base in Tsugaru from
the US military’s Misawa Air
Base in Misawa, both in Ao-
mori early this morning,
according to an official of
Japan's Defence Agency.
The radar is expected to
begin monitoring airspace
this summer for ballistic
missiles, the official said.
The radar is solely to monit-
or missiles and not fitted
with a missile interceptor,
she said. B AP

adamantly opposed to
allowing Pyongyang to
benefit from its brinks-
manship diplomacies, the
latest being its threats to
test fire a long-range mis-
sile.

Pyongyang, claiming
the test fire as a sovereign
right, recently offered to
talk the issue over with
Washington but was
turned down. Relations
between the two wors-
ened this vyear after
Washington clamped
down on a Macau-based
bank that it suspects of
assisting Pyongyang in
illicit financial activities,
including counterfeiting
US currency.

A meeting is scheduled
with White House officials
early July to fine-tune itin-
eraries and agenda items,
MrSongsaid. 7
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,»Nf(orea warns

of possible air
clash over US .

w5py flights
Al L
b SEOUL,JUNE 22

‘WITH the US having rejected direct talks
with North Korea over a potential missile
launch, the Asian country on Thursday
warned of the danger of an aerial military
clash in response to alleged US spy planes,
amid tensions over the communist nation’s
possible mussile launch.

“Military provocations by US warmon-
gers against (North Korea) are reaching
their extreme,” the North Korean Central
News Agency said in a report. “The series of
illegal infiltrations and spying by reconnais-
sance planes of US aggression forces is creat-
ing a danger of military clash in the skies”
over the area, it said.

The complaint was the latest in a series of
North Korean warnings about the Ameri-
can flights, some of which allegedly have oc-
curred off the country’s northeast coast near
the North’s missile test facility.

On Thursday, Japan dispatched ships and
planes to monitor North Korea amid re-
gional jitters about a possible long-range
missile launch, but played down the commu-
nist nation’s capacity to possibly load a nu-
clear warhead atop its rockets.

“At this point, we have encountered in-
formation that indicates North Korea has
the technology,” said Senior Vice-Foreign
Minister Yasuhisa Shiozaki in Tokyo. Also
speaking at a parliamentary committee
meeting on terrorism, Defense Agency
chief Fukushiro Nukaga confirmed that
his agency had deployed naval ships and
patrol planes to monitor developments in
North Korea.
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, Missile Jitters ..

R \}Face to face is the best way
) to resolve Korean face-off

ensions are soaring over the Korean peninsula once ag'hig/

with Washington and Pyongyang engaged in what

appears to be a complicated game of pehle aap. It began with |
US intelligence reports of an imminent launch of the :

Taepodong-2 which, with a range of up to 15,000 km, will

mmbecome North Korea’s first intercontinental ballistic missile

if it works. Pyongyang has indicated that it is indeed con-
sidering such a missile launch, and called for direct talks with

Washington to resolve the issue. Washington says it willen-

ter into direct talks only if North Korea drops its nuclear am-

bitions. The question then becomes, who goes first? The
six-party talks on ending North Korea’'s nuclear ambitions
have been mothballed since last November, when Washing-

ton cracked down on firms suspected to be engaged in
counterfeiting and money laundering activities on behalf of :
Pyongyang. But this is only a symptom of the fact that the :

six-party talks, where Washington and Pyongyang are the key
interlocutors, are going nowhere.

The announcement of President Bush’s pre-emption

doctrine, together with clubbing Iraq, Iran and North Korea
as an “axis of evil”, has had unfortunate effects — Iraq’s
invasion persuaded North Korea it might be attacked. Wash-
ington recently offered Tehran direct talks on security issues,
which may have miffed Pyongyang because this is what it has
been demanding for a long time. Washington ought to foliow
through with a similar offer for Pyongyang, because other
options are worse. Pentagon officials have suggested they

could shoot down the Taepodong-2 missile if launched, but :

its anti-missile systems have fared very poorly in tests, and
that they don’t work will be advertised to the world if they
should fail to hit their aim. More likely would be sanctions
against North Korea if it test-fires the missile. But the coun-
try has been isolated anyway in the past, and stringent sanc-
tions will not be enforced by China and South Korea because

that could create mammoth refugee problems for them. The :

six-party talks drag interminably on without progress, and i

now Pyongyang refuses even to come back to them. Perhaps

chief American negotiator Christopher Hill, or better :

still Condoleezza Rice, should be winging his or her way to
Pyongyang to break the stalemate.



~ North Korea offers US talks
to defuse missile crisis .

Seoul: North Korea on
Wednesday offered the US
talks on its missile launch
plans, indicating it might put
off aflight test that has raised
tension and drawn sharp in-
ternational warnings.

The number two diplomat
at North Korea’s UN mission
was quoted as saying the se-
cretive communist state was
open to talks with Washing-
ton, where there were reports
that the US missile defence
shield had been activated in
case of a launch.

“The United States says it
is concerned about our missile
test launch,” Han Song-Ryol
told South Korea’s Yonhap
news agency. “Our position is,
‘Okay then, let’s talk about it’.”

But he underlined the
North’s position that it had
every right to develop, deploy
and test-fire missiles. “It is not
right for others to tell us what
to do about our sovereign
rights,” said Han, whose coun-
try last year announced it had
developed an atomic bomb.

North Korea test-fired a
missile over Japan into the Pa-
cific Ocean in 1998, and reports
that it wag preparing another

South Korean soldiers walk by models of mock North Korea's
Scud-B missile (left) and other South Korean missiles

test have drawn warnings of a
tough response from Japan
and the US. .

The North’s media for the
second time this week hailed
the 1998 launch as a feat of sci-
ence, stoking concern that it
plans a new long-range launch.

Former South Korean pres-
ident Kim Dae-Jung, who

made engagement with the es-
tranged North a cornerstone
of his policy while in office,
cancelled a trip to Pyongyang
next week.

“The trip is technically im-
possible right now because of
the situation over the missile,”
said Jeong Se-Hyun, a former
unification minister who was

ks

to accompany Kim.

A series of reports have
said North Korea is preparing
to test-fire a Taepodong-2 mis-
sile with a range of up to 6,700
km, far enough to hit targets
in Alaska and possibly Hawaii.

Indications that the North :

had been fuelling a missile—
a process that experts say is
dangerous and difficult to re-
verse—have caused concern.

Japan and South Korea
agreed their nations would
have to cooperate to preventa
missile launch, the Japanese
foreign ministry said in a state- :

ment. “If the missile were to

be launched, it would threat-
en the regional security. It is
important that countries con-
cerned would cooperate in urg-
ing North Korea to use its re-
straint,” the ministry said.
Separately South Korea
warned it could scrap crucial
food aid to its impoverished
neighbour if the launch went
ahead. “South Korea could cut
down or reject entirely the rice
aid to North Korea, but we
have not yet had detailed de-
liberations about this,” unifi-
cation ministry spokesman
Yang Chang-Seok said. agencies




" PYONGYANG WANTS DIRECT DISCUSSION WITH USA

N Korea opts to talk

Associated Press L

SEOUL, June 21: North
Korea said today it wants
direct talks with the USA
over its apparent plans to
test-fire a long-range mis-
sile, a day after the country
issued a bristling state-
ment in which it declared
its right to carry out the
launch.

“North Korea as a sover-
eign state has the right to
develop, deploy, test fire
and export a missile,” Mr
Han Song Ryol, deputy
chief of North Korea’s mis-
sion to the United Nations
said. “We are aware of the
US concerns about our
missile test-launch. So our
position is that we should
resolve the issue through
negotiations.”

Tensions in the region
have soared following
intelligence reports that
the North was fuelling a
ballistic missile believed
capable of reaching US ter-

Army meet’

BEIJING, June 21: The chief
of staff of China’s military
met today with an army
commander from North
Korea and the North's
ambassador to China, the
official Xinhua News agency
reported. The meeting com-
es as international powers
try to persuade Pyongyang
against what the USA and
South Korea say are plans to
test of a long-range missile.
The Chinese military chief,
Liang Guanglie, told North
Korean army commander Ri
Yong Hwan that China is
keen to expand cooperation
between the two armed
forces, Xinhua said. B AP

ritory. The USA and Japan
have said they could con-
sider sanctions against the
impoverished country if it
goes ahead, and Washing-
ton was weighing respons-
es that could include
attempting to shoot the

missile down

Today, a spokesman for
former South Korean
President Mr Kim Dae-
jung cited the missile crisis
as the reason for cancelling
a trip next week to the

-North that could have

offered a rare chance for
talks to soothe tensions.

North Korea said in com-
ments published today
that its self-imposed mora-
torium on testing long-
range missiles from 1999
no longer applies because
it's not in direct dialogue
with Washington, suggest-
ing it would hold off on any
launch if Washington
agreed to new talks.

“Some say our missile
test launch is a violation of
the moratorium, but this is
not the case,” Mr Han Song
Ryol told South Korea’s
Yonhap news agency in an
interview from New York.

Pyongyang has consis-
tently pressed for direct
dialogue with the USA,

while Washington i sts
will only speak to the North
at six-nation nuclear tatks.
The North has refused to
return to’the nuclear talks
since November, in.anger
over a US crackdown on
the country’s alleged illicit
financial activity.

North Korea imposed its
missile moratorium in
1999 amid friendlier rela-
tions with the USA during
the Clinton administra-
tion. During a 2002 sum-
mit with Japan, North
Korean leader Kim Jong I
signed an agreement to
extend the moratorium
until atleast 2003 ~ and
reaffirmed the launch ban
at another summit in2004.
Japan disputed the North’s
position on lifting the
moratorium.

North Korea claims it
has nuclear weapons, but
isn't believed to have a
design that would be small
and light enough to top a
missile.



North Korea

mterferencé

ASSOCIATED Press
Seoul, June 20

NORTH KOREA declared on Tuesday it was free
to conduct missile tests, saying it was not bound
by prior agreements to refrain from testing and
that outsiders did not have the right to interfere,
a news report said.

“This issue concerns our autonomy. Nobody

has a right to slander that right,” Kyodo News
Agency quoted North Korean foreigh ministry
official, Li Byong-dok, as saying.

Speaking to Japanese reporters in North Ko-
rea, Li said his country’s actions are not bound

by the joint declaration

TR made at international nu-

MM\:\ clear disarmament talks

last year or an earlier

. TEST I"Gs missile moratorium

. agreed to by Tokyo and

Pyongyang in 2002. Li

said his remarks represented Pyongyang’s offi-
cial line on the matter, Kyodo reported.

An agreement reached at six-party nuclear
disarmament talks in September does not specif-
ically address missile tests by the North, al-
though negotiators pledged to work toward es-
tablishing peace in the region. The six countries
participating in the talks — the two Korea, Chi-
na, Japan, Russia and the United States — also
agreed to work toward normalising relations.

North Korea and Japan also agreed in 2002 to
place a moratorium on missile tests.

Japan has been at the forefront of interna-
tional concern that North Korea may be plan-
ning to test a long-range missile. North Korea is
reportedly preparing for a test launch of a mis-
sile that could reach the US, and though the in-
ternational community has urged it to abandon
the plans, Pyongyang has shown no sign of back-
ing down.

AP

* A South Korean protester holds a picture of North Korean leader, Kim

Jong i, during a rally against the possible launch of North Korea’s
missile, in front of the Government House in Seoul on Tuesday.

Storms delay mussile launch

Seoul, June 20

CLOUDS AND storms closed in
on Tuesday over a site where
North Korea may be preparing
to test a long-range missile, po-
tentially delaying a flight that
regional powers have warned
the reclusive state not to launch.
South Korea’s weather agency
forgedst overcast skies and
sto¥ms on Tuesday in North
Hamgyong province, where
North Korea has a launch site,
and said this should be the pat-
tern for the rest of the week as a
storm front moves through.
Analysts say clouds and

storms would make it difficult
for North Korea to track a mis-
sile once in flight, decreasing
the likelihood of a launch.

“You don’t want to test-launch
a missile into a storm,” said Pe-
ter Beck, a Korea analyst in
Seoul for the International Cri-
sis Group. Reports of test prepa-
rations coincide with a stale-
mate in six-party talks on un-
winding Pyongyang’s nuclear
arms programmes.

Beck said that by raising the
prospect of a missile test, the
Stalinist state had grabbed glob-
al attention and rattled security
concerns. Reuters
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'S KOREA OPP SET FOR LANDSLIDEWIN  \

Rohon shaky ground

Korea Herald/ANN Q,

SEOUL, May 31: The main
Opposition Grand National
Party appears to have
achieved an overwhelming
victory in nationwide local
elections yesterday. The
poll came amid widespread

voter discontent with
President Roh Moo-hyun
and his Uri Party.

Voting started at 6 a.m. at
13,106 polling stations acr-
oss the country to determi-
ne 16 provincial governors
and large city mayors, 230
heads of low-level adminis-
trative units and 3,621
members of local councils.

T
ine pum aosedat6pm.
The local elections are
being viewed as a barome-

ter of public sentiment and
the final outcome is likely
to shake up the political
landscape ahead of next
year’s presidential race.
Early returns indicated
the conservative GNP was
on track to achieve huge
wins in much of the coun-
try, including the politically
crucial battles in Seoul,
Incheon and surrounding

wis

T™E - -

Gy ngg1 Province. The
Uri, meanwhile, was seen
to be leading in only one
major gubernatorial race,
while the smaller Opposi-
tion Democratic Party loo-
ked set for two major wins.
In the mayoral race in Seo-
ul, early data placed GNP’s
candidate Oh Se-hoon ahe-
ad of the Uri’s Kang Kum-
sil. In the Gyeonggi guber-
natorial race, the GNP’s Mr
Kim Moon-soo was com-
fortably ahead of Uri's Chin
Dae-je. Some observers say

the violent 20 May attack |

on the GNP chairwoman |
tipped the scale over- |
whelmingly. With the final |
tally yet to be announced.

the National EC predicted a
53 per cent turnout.
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| Taiwan Prez

stopped from

landing in

ebanon""

Taipei: Taiwanese President :
Chen Shui-

bian’s plane
landed in
Abu Dhabi
on Thurs-
day after he
was barred
Chen Shui-bian from langd-
- ing in
Lebanon, the foreign ministry
reported.

The plane had been in the
air for 10 hours when it land-
ed at Abu Dhabi airport, a re-
porter from the Taipei-based
cable CTI news network said.

4
’

“We had had no idea

where we were heading for
until the plane touched
down,” the reporter said.

It is not immediately clear
if Chen is there for a refu-
elling stop or a visit before he
flies on to Paraguay, one of the
25 countries which recognise
Taipei rather than Beijing.

Earlier, Chen turned
down Washington’s offer of
a refuelling stop in far-flung
Alaska on Thursday, a day
after the island’s closest ally
scotched his plans for an
overnight stay in New York.

President Chen made no
mention of the apparent rift
with the United States be-
fore leaving for visits to
Paraguay and Costa Rica,
and instead blamed China
for “trampling on the digni-
ty” of Taiwan’s people.

“China’s suppression
against Taiwan has gone
from bad to worse,” he said.

Washington usually al-
lows Taiwan leaders to enter
the US in transit, but refuses
official visits so as not to irk
China. acenices
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Japan and U.S. Warn N. Korea On Missile
Launch Would Be 'Unacceptable’

By Peter Baker
Washington Post Staff Writer
Friday, June 30, 2006; A04

President Bush and Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi escalated
pressure on North Korea yesterday not to test-fire a long-range ballistic
missile now sitting on a launch pad, and they warned that the nation would
be further cut off from the rest of the international community if it proceeds.

"Launching the missile is unacceptable," Bush said at a news conference
with Koizumi after the two privately conferred on the confrontation with
North Korea. Referring to Kim Jong I, the president added, "The leader of
North Korea is just going to have to make a decision: Does he want to be
isolated from the world, or is he interested in being an active participant?"

Koizumi would not discuss options if North Korea defies Washington and
Tokyo, but made clear he would seek to impose diplomatic consequences.
"Should they ever launch the missile," he said, "we would apply various
pressures.”

The discussion of North Korea came during the first day of a two-day visit
by Koizumi, his last with Bush before stepping down in September. Bush,
who considers Koizumi one of his best friends among foreign leaders,
pulled out all the stops, starting with a pomp-filled welcome on the South
Lawn, meetings in the Oval Oftice, an East Room news conference and,
finally, last night a black-tie dinner.

Around the White House and Blair House, where Koizumi stayed as Bush's
guest, the streets and buildings were festooned with U.S. and Japanese flags.
Bush plans to cap the visit by taking Koizumi, a longtime Elvis Presley fan,
to Graceland in Memphis today. He gave Koizumi an old-fashioned jukebox
yesterday, complete with vinyl records of Presley and other 1950s rock
stars. The two leaders peppered their talks with Presley references.

"Thank you, very much, American people, for 'Love Me Tender,' " Koizumi said in accented English.

The meetings touched on a number of serious issues, including Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and U.S. beef
exports. But the main purpose was to cement the relationship Bush has built with Koizumi in hopes that
it will carry over to his successor. Koizumi has been a chief supporter of Bush even as other foreign
leaders kept their distance. Still, he is pulling out 500 Japanese engineers serving in Iraq, although he
will increase Japanese airlift support in the country.

The most urgent issue confronting the two was North Korea, which has a Taepodong-2 missile poised

for a possible launch, although it is not clear whether it has been fully fueled. The United States has
speeded plans to deploy Patriot interceptor missiles at U.S. bases in Japan, acknowledging the threat that

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/29/ AR2006062901918 pf.... 7/5/2006
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North Korea may pose.
Bush said he will look to expand cooperation with Japan on anti-missile programs. "Another interesting
opportunity is, over time, to work on missile defenses," he said. "The Japanese cannot afford to be held

hostage to rockets, and neither can the United States or any other body who loves freedom."

© 2006 The Washington Post Company

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/29/AR200606290 1918 pf.... 7/5/2006
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Japan, S. Korea Act to Ease Boundary Dispute  ~ "

Associated Press
Sunday, April 23, 2006; A5

SEOUL, April 22 -- South Korea and Japan defused a tense standoff over
disputed waters Saturday, with Japan withdrawing a plan to survey the area
and South Korea delaying plans to submit name proposals for underwater
features.

Both countries agreed to hold more talks as early as next month on
demarcating their sea boundaries, as part of a deal that ended two days of
negotiations aimed at easing tensions.

"It's good that we were able to avoid anything unforeseen that could have
occurred if the situation had continued as it was," said Japanese Vice
Foreign Minister Shotaro Yachi, the lead Japanese negotiator.

Yachi's delegation made an emergency trip to the South Korean capital on
Friday to try to break the impasse triggered by Japan's plan to send survey
ships into the disputed waters.

South Korea vehemently opposes Japan's survey plans and dispatched 20
gunboats to the area, warning of a possible physical confrontation if Japan
proceeded.

The waters surround a set of rocky outcroppings -- called Dokdo in Korea
and Takeshima in Japan -- that lie midway between the countries. The area,
claimed by both countries, is a rich fishing ground and is also believed to
have methane hydrate deposits, a potential source of natural gas.

"Both South Korea and Japan agreed to resume talks on demarcating the
boundaries . . . considering that this situation was caused because the
boundaries of exclusive economic zones have not been fixed," South Korean
Vice Foreign Minister Yu Myung Hwan said Saturday at a news conference.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/22/AR2006042201056 p... 7/25/2006
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South Korea, Japan Raise

Tension Over Islet Group
Seoul on Alert as Tokyo Seeks to Bolster Claims

By Anthony Faiola
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday, April 20, 2006; A16

TOKYO, April 19 -- A long-simmering dispute over a
group of islets escalated sharply Wednesday, with
South Korea dispatching a flotilla of 20 patrol ships
toward the territory as the Japanese coast guard sought
to conduct an official survey in surrounding waters.

The South Korean move came as Japan rejected a

warning from Seoul and vowed to forge ahead with a six-week mapping expedition aimed at bolstering
Tokyo's legal claims to the rocky outcroppings controlled by South Korea. Enraged officials in Seoul
put their maritime forces on high alert and strongly suggested they would use force if necessary to
prevent two Japanese ships from entering waters claimed by South Korea. The islets, located between
the two countries, are known as Dokdo in Korean and Takeshima in Japanese.

President Roh Moo Hyun called an emergency cabinet meeting to discuss South Korea's options and
denounced Japan's move as an "offensive provocation.” Foreign Minister Ban Ki Moon warned that
South Korea would "act sternly" and was preparing "countermeasures for all scenarios."”

Most analysts dismissed the notion that the two East Asian powers would come into direct military
conflict over the islets, but at the very least, the intensifying dispute poses new challenges for the United
States. The latest events dramatically widened a growing diplomatic breach between Washington's two
biggest allies in the region at a time when they are struggling to present a united front on China's
military rise and North Korea's nuclear belligerence.

The tensions also underscored the broader frictions between Japan and its neighbors as Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi has taken a more assertive stance on a series of issues, including territorial claims
dating to Tokyo's long military buildup before World War II.

Both South Korea and China have expressed outrage at the recasting of history textbooks here to support
Japan's long-held territorial claims and allegedly whitewash its past aggression. On Wednesday, South
Korean politicians said they would insist on linking resolution of the islet dispute to what they
condemned as a pattern of resurgent militarism by Japan.

Shinzo Abe, Koizumi's chief cabinet secretary, called for understanding and dialogue to resolve the islet
dispute. Japanese media reports indicated the two expedition ships were still lingering off Japan's coast
late Wednesday evening, but Abe insisted Japan would not back down and was acting within its legal
rights.

"We expect that the survey will be conducted peacefully with both sides dealing with it in a levelheaded
manner," Abe told reporters in Tokyo.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/19/AR2006041901348 p... 4/20/2006
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One Japanese official familiar with the situation said the decision to launch the mission was made after a
South Korean government Web site announced plans to present Korean names for underwater
geological formations in the contested area during a maritime conference in Germany in June. Japan is
likely to use data from the surveying operation to support alternative names.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said Japanese vessels were not expected to directly
approach the islets and were likely to confine themselves to surrounding waters.

The Japanese public has yet to pay much attention to the dispute. But in South Korea. it has taken on
huge nationalistic proportions.

Both nations maintain centuries-old claims to the area, which is coveted for fishing rights. But the South
Koreans view Japan's 1905 move to enforce its control over the islets as a precursor to its invasion and
35-year occupation of the Korean Peninsula, from 1910 to 1945,

As Japan has stepped up its claims, the South Koreans have grown furious, increasing their police
presence on the outcroppings and allowing a dutiful young South Korean couple to move there. "Save
Dokdo," a video game in which players wipe out a merciless battalion of Japanese invaders, has become
a hit in South Korea.

South Korea and Japan are additionally locked in a testy diplomatic battle over the name of the body of
water surrounding the islets -- called the Sea of Japan by Tokye and the East Sea by Seoul. Citing
territorial and other disputes, Roh has repeatedly refused offers for a summit with Koizumi in Japan.

Analysts said that while the South Koreans may be overreacting to the mapping mission, the Japanese
have also squandered any goodwill they might have expected from Seoul.

"Since Koizumi came to power, Japan's relations with East Asia have reached their worst point," said
Satoshi Amako, an Asian Studies professor at Tokyo's Waseda University. "So emotions are now
running high. No matter who succeeds Koizumi, the new leader must learn that worsening relations with
Japan's neighbors don't profit either side."

Special correspondent Sachiko Sakamaki contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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S Korea ',
‘head shlfts

North gear

Lee Joo-hee } ; “

SEQUL, May 10: President
Roh Moo-hyun's strong me-
ssage toward North Korea
yesterday night implied a
sweeping change in Seoul’s
policy toward Pyongyang.
President Roh, while talk-
ing with ethnic Koreans in
Mongolia, said that he
hoped former President
Kim Dae-jung’s trip to
Pyongyang in June would
pave the way for the North
Korean leader Kim Jong-1l
to become more flexible.”
Not only did he directly
comment on how he wis-
hed to meet North Korean
leader Kim Jong-1i, but also
said Seoul was now ready to
yield more to North Korea.
For progressive observers
here, the remarks meant a
scurry of inter-Korean inte-
rchanges, for Seoul to take
the lead in tackling the stale
nuclear standoff. For more
conservative observers, the
comments suggested scoo-
ping yet more onto the
communist state at the cost
of a shaky alliance with the
USA. More cautious watch-
ers hinted that Seoul may
have been holding off
Pyongyang's requests and
now decided to use them as

[l lT?F‘M“W
st T

President Roh Moo-hyun

a negotiating tactic.

Most government offi-
cials stood by the Pres-
ident’s comments, conspic-
uously leaving the impres-
sion that drastic develop-
ments are set to arrive on
Korea's doorstep.

“President Roh seems to
have thrown the inter-
Korean relations into an
overhaul where Seoul will
be taking the lead, deviating
from how the exchanges
were previously conducted
mainly on a give-and-take
level,” said professor Koh
Yu-hwan of Dongguk
University. Adding that he
was willing to meet Kim
Jong-11 at any time, any
place and on any subject,
Mr Roh said his govern-
ment will yield more to the
North. Kim Dae—jung is
scheduled to visit Pyong-
yang next month.
® Korea Herald/ANN
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N Korea willing to talk *

nuke, says China*” "\

AssociatedPress

TOKYO, April 10: A
Chinese diplomat said
today that North Korean
negotiators were warming
toward a resumption of
talks on ending the North's
nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, but the top US
envoy said he has no plans
to meet directly with his
counterpart from
Pyongyang.

North Korea has shown
“some” signs of positive
commitment, said Mr Wu
Dawei, China’s top nuclear
envoy, after meeting with
the North Korean delega-
tion earlier in the day
. ahead of a two-day securi-
ty forum in Tokyo.

“We can expect some
progress,” he said, without
giving details. “We will
make an effort toward a

o

positive direction.” Mr
Wu's are the first positive
comments following a
flurry ofdiplomatic meet-
ings that have so far pro-
duced little progress inre-
suming stalled dialogue
on disarming North Korea.
North Korea has boy-
cotted the talks since
November, citing what it
says is a hostile US atti-
tude illustrated by finan-
cial sanctions imposed by
Washington on North
Korean companies for
alleged financial crimes.
US Assistant Secretary
of State Mr Christopher
Hill has urged the North
Koreans to return to the
talks, but said he has no
plans to meet one-on-one
with the North Korean
side while in Tokyo. “The
North Koreans have not
yet decided to retlirn to

AV

the talks,”Mr Hill said after
arriving at Tokyo's Narita
internationalairport,
adding that both coun-
tries held unproductive
meetings on the matter in
January and March.

“I'm not sure there’s
much more | can talk to
them about,” he said.
“Everybody else is in, so
we're waiting for them.”
The North agreed in the
six-nation talks last year to
abandon its nuclear pro-
gramme in exchange for
aid and security guaran-
tees, but the talks found-
ered and there has been
little progress on imple-
menting the accord.

North Korea has refused
to restart talks unless the
financial restrictions
imposed on a Macau bank
and North Korean compa-
nies are lifted.
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island dispute fail

Japan plans maritime survey near the Dokdo islets

SEQUL: South Korean and Japa-
nese diplomats failed in narrow-
ing differénces on a territorial
dispute over the Dokdo islets af-
ter 90 minute talks here on
Friday.

“It is hard to say there was
progress, as the two sides con-
firmed each other’s position,” a
South Korean official told the
Yonhap News following the
meeting between South Korean
Vice Foreign Minister Yu My-
ung-hwan and his Japanese
counterpart Shotaro Yachi.

“It is difficult to be optimistic
as there are problems to be over-
come,” the official said.

However, South Korea offi-

+ cials told the press that talks

would continue on Saturday
when the two diplomats have
dinner in Seoul.

Mr. Yachi arrived in Seoul on
Friday as an envoy to seek a
breakthrough in the worsening
dispute over Japan’s maritime
survey plan near the Dokdo is-
lets.

A South Korean official told
Yonhap earlier that Seoul agreed
to meet Japanese envoy with the
precondition of Tokyo’s promise
to suspend the survey plan in
disputed waters. “We will try to

find a diplomatic solution. Nei-

A former special forces commando raises a slogan
during a rally demanding Japan abandon a plan to
conduct a maritime survey near disputed islets, in front
of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul on Friday. - PHOTO: AP

ther side wants a physical clash,
through which both sides would
have much to lose,” Mr. Yu My-
ung-hwan told reporters ahead
of Yachi’s visit.

Japan announced last week to
conduct the survey in waters

THE HIMCH)

near the South Korea-controlled
Dokdo islets, on which Japan al-
so claims sovereignty.

South Korea said the waters
near Dokdo were part of its ex-
clusive economic zone (EEZ). —
Xinhua
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- US says North

Korea should
return to N-talks _

+.o -ASSOCIATEDPRESS V'*\
i WASHINGTON.MARCH2 . 7}
QY v

THE US urged North Korea to re-
turn to international nuclear negotia-
tions instead of making inflammatory
statements—a reference to North Ko-
rea’s claim that it has the ability to
launch a pre-emptive strike on US.

State Department spokesman Sean
McCormack said on Tuesday the US
has no plans to invade or attack North
Korea. He said Pyongyang should re-
turn to nuclear disarmament talks in-
volving the Koreas, the US, Russia,
China and Japan “to engage in serious
discussions, as opposed to making jn-
flammatory statements”.

A North Korean foreign ministry
spokesman said the North had built
atomic weapons to counter a US nu-
clear threat.

Six-nation nuclear talks have been
stalled since November over a dispute
surrounding financial restrictions the
US imposed on North Korea for its al-
leged currency counterfeiting and
money laundering.




Testing Time,

Durine Lull in N-Talks, North Korea Tests Short-Rangel
Weapon, %J§~Jap§ﬂ Showcase Interceptor Missile

Seoul/Washington/Honolulu: On a
day clouded with some degree of uncer-
tainty and a lot of posturing, two sepa-
rate missile tests were held within 24
hours of each other on Wednesday.
North Korea test-fired two short-range
missiles that landed within its own ter-
ritory. The US and Japan later jointly
tested a missile designed to intercept
ballistic (intermediate- or long-range)
enemy missiles in mid-
flight.

A South Korean intelli-
gence official confirmed that North Ko-
rea had test-fired two short-range sur-
face-to-surface missiles. “It is true that
North Korea fired the missiles yesterday
(Wednesday),” the official told AP on
Thursday.

But there was confusion over the di-
rection of the launches. The South Ko-
rean daily JoongAng Ilbo, citing a gov-
ernment source, said on Thursday that
the North fired the missiles from its east
coast and they probably dropped into the

Cold War

Sea of Japan, about 100km away. The
missiles had a range of about 120 km.

On Wednesday, Japan’s Kyodo news
agency cited a “security source” in Chi-
na as saying the missiles were fired by
mistake in the direction of China during
a drill and apparently landed inside the
North. A senior US official confirmed
that the two missiles did not leave North
Korean territory.

The tests came after a
rare meeting between US
and North Korean officials
in New York, where they discussed a US
crackdown on Pyongyang’s assets,
which the North wants ended before it
returns to talks that aim to end its nu-
clear weapons ambitions.

The US has called the North’s latest
test-firing a global “threat”. Washington
has urged Pyongyang to abide by a
moratorium on missile tests. “As we
have continued to point out, North Ko-
rea’s missile programme and activities
are a threat not only to the region, but

Analysts play down Pyongyang's move

Seoul: North Korea’s test-firing of twoshort- {0 _50mi /'~ yaja . 77

range missiles was more about checking per- |g 5o« - . r,s

formance than rattling sabres, some analysts N A N {

said on Thursday. While the White House said o {

the tests proved the country’s N-programme L Kim Chaek !

posed a threat, analysts said if Pyongyang -

had wanted to send a strong signal it could | {{ ﬁgggn )

have tested far bigger, long-range missiles. Vs .

Analysts said the North ran periodic tests v Sl Possible
Yellow { o missile
Sez e Pyongyang FENTINIRNIT

of short-range missiles and the threat to re-
gional stability was its nascent arsenal of in-

termediate- and long-range ballistic missiles. e T

“If the North Koreans really wanted to send a % e e +

signal, why not do a ballistic missile test?” ﬂ‘:i; o Seoul

Daniel Pinkston, of the East Asia Nonprolif- SOURCE: ESRI! AP

eration Program in California, said. reuters

The US interceptor defence missile with
a Japanese cone being tested off Hawaii

the international community at large,”
US state department spokesman Sean
McCormack told reporters.

In 1998, Pyongyang shocked Tokyo
when it testfired a ballistic—longer
range—missile over northern Japan. Al-
though North Korea announced a mora-
torium on missile tests a year later, it
has since test-fired short-range missiles.

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, the US and
Japan successfully tested an interceptor
missile off Hawaii. The test aimed to
check how well a Japanese nose cone
separated from a US interceptor missile.
Both countries are adopting the technol-
ogy to shoot down enemy ballistic mis-
siles mid-flight amid worries about
North Korea’s development of long-
range missileg and nuclear weapons.
Missile-3 interceptor was
the atmosphere above the Pa-

cifie; 100km 9ortheast of Kauali. agencies
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China Doubts U.S. Data on North Korean Nuclear
Work

By
Published: March 7, 2005

EIJING, March 6 - The Chinese foreign minister, Li Zhaoxing, expressed doubt L

on Sunday about the quality of American intelligence on North Korea's nuclear
program and said the United States would have to talk to North Korea one-on-one to y
resolve the standoff.

Mr. Li's assessment, made at an extended news conference during China's annual
legislative meeting, amounted to a double slap at the United States. Washington has
repeatedly sounded the alarm about North Korea's nuclear efforts and has pressed
China, North Korea's only significant ally, to be more active in seeking seek a solution.

Foreign Ministe
President Bush last month sent a China Sunday v

States to deal di

high-level envoy to Beijing to
Korea.

present fresh intelligence data
that the Bush administration
contends shows that North
Korea's nuclear program is more
advanced than previously thought
and that it has been selling
nuclear materials around the
world.

ARTICLE TOQ

One task of the envoy, Michael
Green, the official handling Asian e

affairs at the National Security "
Council, was to dispel Chinese

skepticism about the quality of 2
American intelligence,

administration officials and Asian diplomats said at the time. 3

»

But when asked by a Japanese journalist on Sunday to describe China's understanding
of North Korea's nuclear program, including whether the country had produced nuclear

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/03/07/international/asia/07china.html 3/7/2005
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hint of sarcasm.

"Concermning whether North Korea already has nuclear weapons or anything about the
question of uranium enrichment, I think that here you may know more than [ do," Mr.
Li said. "Or to put it another way, I definitely don't know any more than you do."

Mr. Li's comments suggest that since the Bush administration accused North Korea of
violating a bilateral agreement on its nuclear arms program more than three years ago,
China has come no closer to accepting Washington's contentions that North Korea
already has as many as eight or nine plutonium-based nuclear bombs and is
aggressively pursuing a second, less easily monitored method of producing nuclear fuel
through enriching uranium.

China has more economic and political leverage over North Korea than any other
nation and had agreed to be the host for several rounds of multination talks aimed at
ending North Korea's nuclear program. But China has rejected the Bush
administration's appeals to press North Korea to dismantle any nuclear bombs and its
infrastructure for producing nuclear fuel.

China's reluctance to do more creates a problem for the Bush administration because
Chinese support - or, at a minimum, acquiescence - is essential to any expanded
international response, including United Nations sanctions, a trade embargo or military
action.

Senior Bush administration officials dealing with the North Korean issue have said that
Chinese officials, perhaps to smooth their sometimes rocky relationship with North
Korea, have tended to take a softer line toward it in public than they do in private.

During the presidential debates last year, Mr. Bush extolled China as the linchpin of his
strategy for addressing North Korea, implying that he felt confident that China shared
his sense of urgency about the issue.

But China's enthusiasm for the American position often seems confined to private
sessions with American officials.

Last June, Zhou Wenzhong, one of Mr. Li's top deputies at the Foreign Ministry, said
in an interview with The New York Times that he questioned the validity of American
intelligence and criticized the United States' strategy for dealing with the Korean issue.
Several senior administration officials later told reporters that the Times report of the
interview was inaccurate and that the Chinese had assured them it did not reflect their
views.

Mr. Li's comments on Sunday were nearly identical to Mr. Zhou's last June.

One Chinese political analyst said the ambiguous stance might underscore that China
was neither ready nor willing to play a more assertive role in confronting its neighbor.

China's oft-repeated line, used again on Sunday by Mr. L1, is that it wants a "nuclear

free" Korean peninsula. If it were to accept as valid American intelligence that North
Korea already has at least one or two and perhaps eight or nine nuclear bombs, North
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Korea would have already crossed that line, potentially compelling China to adopt a
tougher position, said the Chinese analyst, who asked not to be identified.

Mr. Li has also said that China aims to maintain "peace and stability" on the Korean
peninsula. Analysts say China may well view stability on its northeastern border to be
of greater importance than the possibility that North Korea has a small and so far
untested nuclear arsenal.

China has sought to arrange new negotiations about North Korea's nuclear program
since the last round of six-nation talks, involving Japan, South Korea, Russia, the
United States, North Korea and China, broke off inconclusively last summer.

Mr. Li said the North Koreans, after having made contradictory statements about
whether they would take part in the talks, had assured China that they intended to press
on.

"There is some news I can announce, which is that the North Korean side indicated that
it remains willing to continue participating in the six-party talks and that the respective
sides can demonstrate sufficient sincerity," he said.

But he also implied that China's role was limited to arranging the talks. A real solution
to the standoff, he said, requires direct, bilateral negotiations between the United States
and North Korea.

Mr. Bush has rejected holding bilateral talks with North Korea, contending that the
problem requires a regional, multiparty settlement.

"These are both sovereign countries," Mr. Li said. "They are the two major parties
concerned. So it is for those two countries to increase trust and build mutual
understanding."

RELATED ARTICLES

(February 24, 2005)
(February 22, 2005)
(February 17, 2005)
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More adventurism
in Taiwan¢ "
e\ -—

'he decision by President Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan
to do away with the National Unification Council
that sets guidelines for the island’s eventual reuni-
fication with the People’s Republic of China is

plain brinksmanship and a threat to peace in the region. The
Council came into existence in 1990 and its guidelines com-
mit Taiwan to uniting with China, but specify no time frame.
Thus far, China has not pushed Taiwan on the issue. While
Beijing is clear that Taiwan is a province of the PRC, and
every country in the world accepts the One China principleq
the island has been allowed to go its own way on condition
that its leaders will not alter the status quo and make a push
for official independence. This nuanced position has done a
lot to preserve the peace and stability of the region. But Mr.
Chen seems determined to upset the delicate balance of
China-Taiwan relations. He ran his 2004 re-election cam-
paign on separatist rhetoric, considerably heightening ten-
sions between the island and the mainland. He toned down
the pitch after winning a second term, even promising not to
abolish the NUC or its guidelines. With his announcement
on February 27 that the NUC shall “cease to function” and
that the guidelines shall “cease to apply,” he has broken that
promise recklessly, provoking Beijing to condemn the move
as a “dangerous sign of the escalation of Taiwan’s secession-
ist activities.”

In scrapping the NUC, the Taiwanese leader appears to \
have been reacting to an internal political situation even
though he has cited China’s year-old Anti-Secession Act as
the cause for his decision. This law authorises the use of
“non-peaceful methods” if Taiwan were to make a decisive
bid for independence. However, while setting out the One
China principle as non-negotiable, it favours peaceful reuni-
fication for which it sets no date. It allows plenty of room for
manoeuvre through the “one country, two systems” formu-
la. Mr. Chen’s Democratic Progressive Party was routed in
the December 2005 local elections. Invoking the threat of
independence once again may have helped his ratings for
now but this surge is unlikely to last. For all his splittist
rhetoric, Mr. Chen won a second term on the slimmest of
margins. The DPP ran a similar campaign for the legislative
election of December 2004 and lost, confirming what poll-
sters have been saying repeatedly — the people of Taiwan do
not want irresponsible leaders who advocate a collision
course with Beijing. Mr. Chen’s adventurism does not enjoy
international support either. His decision to dismantle the
NUC has drawn widespread criticism. The United States,
Taiwan’s key ally, has made it clear it does not want a change
in the status quo. With two more years to go in his second
and final term, Mr. Chen should think of contributing to
lasting peace in the region rather than leave behind a legacy
of hostility with the Government and people of China.
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China cautions
Taiwan against

—————

breaking free

AGENCE France-Presse
Beijing, February 28

(e

CHINESE PRESIDENT Hu Jin-
tao warned Taiwan on Tuesday
that it was taking a "dangerous
step" by abolishing an advisory
council! on unification with the
mainland.

"This is a dangerous step on
the road towards Taiwan inde-
pendence,” Hu said, according to
state television. "Any person
who gets on the wrong side of
history is doomed to failure,” he
was quoted as telling visiting
Swiss Defense Minister Samuel
Schmid. China's top leader
rarely makes such a direct warn-
ing to the island.

Hu's comments follow the
move by Taiwan President Chen
Shui-bian to scrap the National
Unification Council.and guide-
lines for working towards even-
tual reunification with China.

"We will never permit Taiwan
independence and splittist forces
under any name or under any
form to separate Taiwan from
the motherland," the cabinet-lev-
el Taiwan Affairs Office said ear-
lier in the day in a statement.

"Chen Shui-bian's determina-
tion to go further down the road
of Taiwan independence, will
fully provoke confrontation
within Taiwan and across the
strait and will only lead Taiwan
society a step closer to disaster.”

China and Taiwan split in 1949
after the Nationalists lost a civil
war to the communists and fled
to the island. China has ever
since viewed the island as part of
its territory.

It has vowed to reunify with
Taiwan, by force if necessary,
and has sited at least 700 ballistic
missiles targeting the island.

N

REUTERS
Chen Shui-bian shows the official
document he signed to scrap the
National Unification Council and
its guidelines.

Chen announced the decision
to scrap the council and guide-
lines, both with a history of 15
years, on Monday and formally
signed the papers to endorse it on
Tuesday, despite repeated warn-

-ings from Beijing not to do so.

Chen signed the documents on
the anniversary of a 1947 mas-
sacre of thousands of islanders
by nationalist troops, a day seen
as a key rallying point for Tai-
wan's pro-independence camp.

The mainland statement said
Taiwan's independence move-
ment was "doomed to failure”
and Chen's strategy threatened
cross-strait and regional securi-
ty. "The risky activities of Chen
Shui-bian... are bound to at one
go lead to a highly intensified
crisis in cross-strait relations
and severely endanger the peace
and stability of the Taiwan
Straits and the Asia-Pacific re-
gion,” it said.




North Korea, US

‘discuss stalled L.

Q 1
nuclear talks >

CHRIS BUCKLEY & JON
 HERSKOVITZ
BEIJING.SEOUL. JANUARY 19

US AND North Korean
envoys to talks on ending Py-
ongyang's nuclear pro-
grammes met in Beyjing, a
Chinese official said on
Thursday, raising regional
hopes the stalled negotiations
could resume.

The meeting on Wednes-
day between US Envoy
Christopher Hill and North
Korean negotiator Kim Kye-
gwan took place right after
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-il’s trip to China.

Wu Dawei, China’s top en-
voy to the talks also attended,
said Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Kong Quan.

The US and North Korea
nuclear negotiators discussed
Washington’s clamp-down on
companies it suspects helped
North Korea with counter-
feiting, money laundering
and the drug trade, diplo-
matic sources said.

Kong would not confirm

whether the sanctions were
discussed.

“The three sides all had a
positive assessment of this
contact,” Kong said at a reg-
ular briefing. “Each believed it
was significant.”

The future of the six-party
talks is uncertain because Py-
ongyang is angry with the US
about Washington’s crack-
down onits finances.

The six countries—the two
Koreas, host China, Japan,
Russia and the US—were
meant to meet early this year
to try to make progress on
North Korea’s agreement in
principle to dismantle its nu-
clear weapons in exchange
for aid and security guaran-
tees. They last met in Novem-
ber.

“It seems North Korea is
suffering very much because
its foreign currency sources
are being blocked by the US
moves,” said Kim Sung-han,
head of North America stud-
ies at South Korea’s Institute
of Foreign Affairs and Na-
tional Security. ~ —Reuters



Anti-WTO protesters clash
with police, 900 arrested -

Associatad Press o

HONG KONG, Dec 18. —
Thousands of anti-WTO
protesters marched through
the streets today as Hong
Kong tried to recover from
a night of rioting that
marked one of the city’s
worst spasms of violence in
decades.

The peacetul demonstra-
tors chanted “Sink WTQO”
as trade ministers from
around the globe wrapped
up six days of negotiations
at a World Trade
Organisation meeting. The
protesters oppose  the
WTQ'’s efforts to open up
markets to foreign competi-
tion.

Some Filipinos burned a
makeshift devil symbolising
U.S. imperialism and the
WTO at the end of the
march, yelling “Down,down
WTO.” Organizers said

a . -

7,000 persons took part m
the march, while police put
the turnout at 3,000,

South Karean farmers
beat gongs and carried
cardboard signs  saying.
“Hong Kong government
quickly release our com-
rades!™ Police said they
arrested 900 demonsirators
after Saturday’s violence,
and many were South
Koreans who went on u
rampage just outside the
WTO meeting venue. Thev
attacked police with bami-
boo poles and tried to break
into the building.

Police fought back with
pepper spray, batons and
water cannons.

They eventually scattered
the crowd with tear gas and
seized controf of the arcu.
The government said 135
people — ineluding 61
policemen were — injured
but most were discharged
from hospitals after treat-
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S Korea opens .
v up area near .,
demilitarised zone

Paju: Six miles from the
heavily mined and guard-
ed zone that divides North
Korea from South Korea,
workers at LG Philips
LCD are starting to pro-
duce liquid-crystal dis-
play screens at a new $5-
billion plant. Nearby,
apartment buildings are
on the rise. And in the
shadow of an old hilltop
machine-gun nest, a
cheery blue and red bill-
board an-
nounces that
English Vil-
lage, a new
65-acre lan-
guage-teach-
ing theme
park, will
open in
March.

For two
generations,
the 30 miles
between the demilitarised
zone and Seoul were in-
tentionally kept sparsely
developed, a kind of
buffer zone against a
North Korean attack. But
the political detente be-
tween the two countries is
bearing economic fruit as
South Korea’s economic
expansion washes away
psychological  barriers
and now laps at the south-
ern edge of the long-
feared DMZ.

The stampede to what
developers bill as the last
best place near Seoul is
propelled by the pressure
of nearly 50 million peo-
ple squeezed into South
Korea, a country smaller
than Virginia, and by an
economy that looks to cap
costs and compete with
China.

South Korea’s industri-
al production grew 12.2%
in November while its
stock market rose 51.2%
in 2005, and South Korea’s
government now forecasts

new language-teaclng theme park

5% growth in 2006. Unem-
ployment, already a low
3.5%, is expected to fall
further, pushing South
Korean wages in the di-
rection of Japan’s.
Referring to one long-
term  projection  for
Philips’s investment in
the new plant, Sohn Hak
Kyu, governor of Gyeong-
gi, the province that sur-
rounds Seoul like a donuyt
said, “If Philips thought'i

was dangerous, how could
they invest $10 billion?”

Paju, a border city
known to two generations
of South Korean army
draftees as an end-of-the-
line garrison town, has
seen its civilian population
double since 2003. To cope
with this migration, con-
struction workers are
doubling the width of the
Freedom Highway, to
eight lanes. Seoul’s sub-
way system is to be ex-
tended here by 2008. City
leaders are lobbying to get
the KTX, South Korea’s
bullet train. South Korea
also announced on Friday
it would lift or ease re-
strictions on 140 military
reservations in the coun-
try, including some in the
area between the DMZ
and Seoul.

In the geographical gap
where North Korean
tanks once rolled south,
South Korean bulldozers
may soon be rumbling
north. NYT News Service
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Taiwan Chief Seeks More Arms, Not Better Ties to
China

By KEITH BRADSHER

HONG KONG, Jan. 1 - President Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan called Sunday for increased arms purchases
and warned against greater economic ties to mainland China. in a televised speech that silenced months
of speculation that he might soon seek to improve relations across the Taiwan Strait.

The speech was Mr. Chen's first major policy address since his Democratic Progressive Party fared
badly in islandwide municipal elections on Dec. 3. His party favors greater political independence from
the mainland.

The Nationalist Party, which favors closer relations with Beijing. did much better in those elections. The
Nationalists have been riding a surge in popularity since the departing chairman, Lien Chan, visited the
mainland in late April. He retired last summer.

But Mr. Chen made clear on Sunday in his annual New Year's Day address that Taiwanese policy had
not changed fundamentally. He used several politically charged phrases that appeal to independence
advocates in Taiwan but are likely to offend mainland China. He also urged the legislature to approve
his long-stalled plans to buy more weapons from the United States and raised again the possibility of a
referendum to rewrite the Constitution, two steps strongly opposed by mainland China.

He was particularly emphatic in warning of the risk posed by the rapid modernization of the People's
Liberation Army on the mainland, especially its heavy investments in missiles that can reach Taiwan.
"In the face of such imminent and obvious threat, Taiwan must not rest its faith on chance or harbor any
illusions," he said.

Beijing had no immediate reaction. Wang Daohan, China's chief negotiator on Taiwan issues for many
years, died Dec. 24 at 90, and political analysts have said that his death may make the mainland less
likely to change policies toward the island soon.

Philip Yang, the director of the Taiwan Security Research Center at National Taiwan University, said
Mr. Chen's speech seemed to emphasize shoring up support from hard-line supporters of independence.
The Constitution bars the president from seeking a third term when his current term expires in 2008, and
there have been growing signs of challenges to what used to be the president's nearly absolute control
over the Democratic Progressive Party.

"He tried to prove he is still in control," Mr. Yang said.
The president referred as many as 70 times to the island as Taiwan instead of its legal name, the

Republic of China, even though Jan. 1 has long been a public holiday in Taiwan to commemorate the
founding of the Republic of China on Jan. 1, 1912. The Nationalist government of Chiang Kai-shek.
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defeated on the mainland, retreated to Taiwan in 1949.

The island's Constitution still states that the Republic of China has jurisdiction over all of China,
including the mainland, but President Chen has shifted away from this in his own comments for years.
He also said in his speech on Sunday that his country had an area of just about 14.000 square miles,
which is only the area of the island itself.

Mainland China considers Taiwan a breakaway province.

Lai I-chung, the international affairs director at the Taiwan Thinktank, a research group in Taipei that is
independent of the Democratic Progressive Party but politically aligned with it, said President Chen's
hard line showed that he had concluded that his party's internal divisions contributed more to its defeat
in the municipal elections than the Nationalist Party's overtures to Beijing.

One common worry in Taiwan involves growing economic dependence on the mainland and the extent
to which the mainland economy now dwarfs Taiwan's. China's economy is expanding more than twice
as fast as Taiwan's and is now six times the size of Taiwan's.

On Dec. 20, statisticians in Beijing raised their estimate of the size of the Chinese economy by an
amount equal to the entire annual output of Taiwan, after an economic census found that small private
businesses in service industries, like restaurants, had previously been undercounted.

Mr. Chen said Sunday that more than two-fifths of all orders placed with Taiwanese companies for
manufactured goods were filled by factories elsewhere. The mainland accounts for 90 percent of these
shipments from factories outside Taiwan, he said.

"Although we cannot turn a blind eye to China's market, we should not view the China market as the
only or the last market," Mr. Chen said. "Globalization is not tantamount to China-ization. While

Taiwan would never close itself off to the world, we also shall not lock in our economic lifeline and all
our bargaining chips in China."

Copyright 2006The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML l Help | Cont

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/02/international/asia/02taiwan.html?pagewanted=print 1/2/2006



- N Korea demands
&~ withdrawl of US «
forces from S Korea

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOUL JANUARY 1

NORTH Korea today is-
sued a new year's message de-
manding the withdrawal of
US troops from South Korea,
and accusing Washington of
seeking to launch a new war
in the peninsula.

“All the Koreans...must
never tolerate treacherous
acts of anti-reunification
forceswho are conspiring with
forcign forces. We should
jaunch a dynamic campaign
against war and for peace,”
saidajointeditorial carried by
North Korea's Rodong Sin-
mun and two other major
state-run newspapers.

North Korea marks new
year's day with a joint editortal
by the country’s three major
newspapers representing its
communist party, military

and youth militia force.

“'The entire nation should
firmly defend peace and secu-
rity on the Korean peninsula
by turning out in the struggle
to resolutely foil the US at-
tempt to launch another war.
The new year's message did-
n't mention @ word about the
nuclearstandoff with the US.

The US, the two Koreas,
China, Japan and Russia
have heldfifth rounds of talks
since 2003 to find a way of
cnding North Korea's nu-
clear ambitions.

In September, North Ko-
rea agreed to give up ifs
atomic programmes in return
for aid and security assur-
ances. But no progress has
been made on inpleienting
the agreement after North
Korea placed conditions on
its disarmament. The US has
rejected such conditions.

South Korea.

troops,” the message said.

| N Korea urges soldiers to become ‘human bombs’

» SEQUL: North Korea, in a new yea