‘Thomy clauses: history s’ ws

why New Delhi needn’t v worry |

;ouldn’t have ignored the Tiananmen
3quare issue.

Some of the non-binding conditions
:dded then were that China would:

Respect human rights

@ Give humane treatment to politi-
cal prisoners

# Protect Tibet’s cultural heritage

8 Allow free radio broadcast

@ Adhere to Missile Technology
Control Regime

All this was buttressed by a Senate
resolution that stated that the US gov-
crnment will ensure high-level diplo-
matic exchanges to see to the imple-
mentation of these goals.

However, much of this was never
adhered to by China but that did not
adversely impact its privileged trade
status.

Besides this, the US Nuclear Non-
Zroliferation Act talks about such rec-
osmmendatory provisions to
strengthen US non-proliferation ob-
‘ectives.

Also, there is section 201 of the
same Act that talks about US working
‘owards a global safeguards agree-
:nent. These, sources said, are desir-
ables which are attempts made by US
“ongress to tie the US administration
.0 a position.

Evenin the specific provisions to as-
sist Pakistan in 2003 and also last year,
Washington laid out a string of condi-
tions on bringing Islamabad on track to
democracy.

Despite all efforts, Pakistan contin-
ues to dodge international pressure on
the issue but that has not affected a
iavourable policy from the US.

place. What India would
want is that the manda-
tory or operative portion
of the Bill secking a
waiver is not amended.
While the list of issues
mentioned in the non-
binding portion of the Bill

may be annoying, itis im- -

portant to note that this is
crucial to help gain bi-
partisan and majority
support.

Unless there is such
support, the House of
Representatives may not
take it up immediately
despite a mark-up.

There are only 15 work-
ing days for the US Con-
gress in July and with the
large body of the legisla-
tive work at hand, sources
said, the Speaker may de-
cide not to take up a Bill
that does not enjoy wide

N-deal faces its
"/ firstteston
* « Capitol Hill

that the discussions on
the bill could take up
enormous time of the en-
tire house.

For India, time taken is
important because it
would like all the legisla-
tive formalities to be over
by August first week.
Thereafter, the US Con-
gress will get into election
fnode given that the polls
are in November.

It may be noted that
China waited for well
over a decade despite be-
ing recognised at a Nu-
clear Weapons State in
the NPT.

New Delhi has often re-
peated the importance of
not losing the momentum
and for this reason, it

- would have to concede on

non-binding provisions
that are not directly

e e ———-

support in the HIRC it-' linked to the actual im-
self. The reason being plementation of the Bill.
) ya
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DAY AFTER BUSH NO TO TALKS

N Korea

warns of
air clash

AP & AFP § .
SEOUL, ]une 22: North
Korea warned today of the
danger of an aerial military
clash in response to alleged
US spy planes a day after
US President George W
Bush refused direct talks
with North Korea saying
“this is not the way to do
business in the world” at
the EU summit in Vienna.
This comes amid tensions
over the communist
nation’s possible missile
launch.

“The North Koreans have
made agreements with us
in the past and we expect
them to keep their agree-
ments, for example on test
launches,” Mr Bush said.

“The series of illegal infil-
trations and spying by
reconnaissance planes of
US aggression forces is cre-
ating a danger of military
clash in the skies” over the
area, the North Korean
Central News Agency said
in a report. The complaint
was the latest in a series of
North Korean warnings
about the US flights, some
of which allegedly have
occurred off the country’s
north-east coast near the
North's missile test facility.

On Saturday, the North's
air force warned of a harsh
response to US espionage.

North Korea routinely
accuses the US of conduct-
ing spy flights, issuing a
tally of such flights at the

f

‘No missil
moves’

SEOUL, June 22: North
Korea has made no substan-
tial moves for severel-days
towards firing a missile, a
senior South Korean official
said today, easing widespre-
ad jitters over an feared
imminent launch. As China
joined the international
commnunity in voicing con-
cern over a possible launch,
the official said there was no
clear progress towards one.
“There have been no additio-
nal substantial moves tow-
ards a missile launch during
the last several days,” said
the official engagedin
handling dialogue with
North Korea. B AFP

end of every month. The
US military doesn’t com-
ment, aithough it acknow-
ledges monitoring North
Korean military activity.

Recent accusations have
drawn attention because
they come amid fears that
North Korea is accelerating
preparations to test a long-
range Taepodong-2 missile
that can reach as far as
the USA.

The launch site is located
in Musudan-ri on the
North'’s north-east coast.

The North's missile pro-
gramme has been a major
security concern in the

region, on top of its pursuit

of nuclear bombs.



Bush prods Iran, N Korea

At the US-EU summij, Prez asks counfries to give up on thei; ideas

ASSOCIATED Press Y
Vienna (Austria), June 21 Q) ~
v

PRESIDENT BUSH and European
leaders urged Iran and North Korea
on Wednesday to give up nuclear
and military ambitions respectively,
which threaten their neighbours
and destabilise the world.

Bush accused Iran of dragging its
feet on a Western incentive package
aimed at getting Tehran to suspend
uranium enrichment activity He
added that North Korea faces fur-
ther isolation from the internation-
al community if it test-fires a long-
range missile, believed to be capable
of reaching the US soil.

“It should make people nervous
when non-transparent regimes, who
have announced that they have nu-
clear warheads, fire missiles,” Bush
said. “This is not the way you con-
duct business in the world.”

Bush, Austrian Chancellor, Wolf-
gang Schuessel and European Com-
mission President, Jose Manuel
Barroso, appeared together at a
news conference durng the annual
US-European Union simmit here.

Iranian President, Nahmoud Ah-
madinejad said earlier on Wednes-
day that his country wilirespond by
mid-August to the propsals pre-
sented to Tehran in early June by
EU foreign policy chief Javier
Solana.

Schuessel said Iran has reahed a
crossroads. He said the Eurpean
community welcomes US imolve-
ment, particularly the receni his-
toric signal that the US is realy to
join negotiations if Iran suspnds
enrichment activities.

“T think now is the right momnt
for Iran to take this offer to gra it
and to negotiate,” Schuessel sed.
His advice to Iran: “This is the cr-
rot. Take it.”

If Iran accepts the offer, it haso
suspend its uranium enrichment-
a process that can produce matenl
for nuclear generators or bons.
Bush said the mid-August timetae
“seems like an awfully long time'o

wait for an answer. “It shouldn’t
take the Iranians that long to
analyse what’s a reasonable deal,”
he added. He added: “We’ll come to
the table when they verifiably sus-
pend. Period.”

There were a host of other issues
on the US-EU agenda.

On terrorism, Bush thanked the
Europeans for their support in
Afghanistan and Iraq, while ac-
knowledging past disputes about the
US-led invasion of Iragq. “I fully un-
derstand we’ve had our differences
onIraq and I can understand the dif-
ferences but what’s past is past and
what’s ahead is a hopeful democracy
in the Middle East,” he said.

Across the 25-nation bloc, mount-
ing discontent over the US detention
centre at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
the continuing campaign in Iraq
and the purported existence of se-
cret CIA terror prisons in Eastern
Europe have threatened to eclipse
the talks.

—~ 1)

AP
George W. Bush, Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schuesse (centre), and European
Commission president Jose Manuel Barroso in Vienna on Wednesday.

Cold-biooded killers at
Gitmo, says Bush

PRESIDENT BUSH on Wednesday ac-
knowledged European concerns
about the 460 detainees the United
States is holding at Guantanamo
Bay, but said some are “cold-blood-
ed” killers that need to be brought
to justice. “l understand their con-
cerns,” Bush said at a US-European
Union summit being held here. “I'd
like to end Guantanamo. I'd like it to
be over with.”

Bush said that 200 detainees had
been sent home, and that of the 460
remaining, most are from Saudi
Arabia, Yemen and Afghanistan.

“There are some who need to be
tried in US courts,” Bush said.
“They’re cold-blooded killers. They
will murder somebody if they are let
out on the street.”

AP, Vienna (Austria)




AHMADINEJAD ¥ Saysit’s a “step forward”, but official response not tinansea _

Iran positive on N-package

AGENCIES  \, .
SHANGHAIL JUNE 16~

RANIAN President

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

said a set of incentives

and penalties aimed at
persuading Tehran to curtail its
nuclear programmes was a posi-
tive step but left open how he
would officially respond.

Ahmadinejad, apparently
moderating his language on the
issue, said the offer from the
permanent members of the UN
Security Council, along with
Germany, was a “step forward”
and he had asked his officials to
seriously consider it.

But he deflected questions
about when Iran would respond
and what its counter-offers may
be. “My colleagues are carefully
considering the package of pro-
posals offered by the six coun-
tries to the Islamic Republic of
Iran and in due time they will
give the response,” he told a
news conference in Shanghed
through a translator.

China, which relies heavily on
Iranian oil imports, has sup-
ported the international offer to
Tehran, but also resisted possi-
ble UN sanctions against Iran
that the US has floated. On Fri-
day, Chinese President Hu Jin-

K

Iran’s President Ahmadinejad with Chinese President Hu before their
bilaterai meeting at the Xijlao State Guest House in Shanghal. AP

tao urged Ahmadinejad to
“postrvely —1espond” o e
package, Xinhua news agency
reported. But Hu also said:
“China understands Iran’s con-
cerns on its right to peacefully
use nuclear power.”

Iranian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Seyed Abbas Araghchi
said, “We are convinced that

talks are very important but cer-
tainly talks must be uncondi-
tional,” he said. “We see alot ot
positive things there, but there
are some things that we don’t
understand and that raise ques-
tions,” he added.

Neither Ahmadinejad or
Araghchi said what problems
Iran saw with the incentives.

Iran has sent mixed signals on
how it would respond ever since
the incentives were offered last
month. Iran denies accusations
by the US and others that it is
seeking to develop nuclear
weapons, saying its programme
would only generate energy.

Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei took a hard-line ap-
proach on Thursday. He was
quoted on state television as
saying, “The Islamic Republic
of Iran will not succumb to these
pressures.”

During a news conference at
the end of a visit to China’s com-
mercial hub of Shanghai, Ah-
madinejad sought to court
China and deny that Iran har-
bours any nuclear weapon am-
bitions or dangerous enmities.
“Basically, we are not seeking to
develop nuclear weapons,” said
a relgxed Ahmadinejad, who
bantered with reporters.

Ahmadinejad also said Iran
was not afraid of an Israeli at-
tack, and repeated assertions
that tne Wazi Ti0locaust re-
mained unproven. Ahmadine-
jad said, “An event that has in-
fluenced so, many diplomatic
and political equations of the
world needs to investigated and
researched by impartial and in-
dependent groups,” he added.
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PLATFORM | Gennady Yevstafyev
Balancing act

W

| Y\‘T\(\‘? O\

The world community should continue to explore ways of toughening
control over Iran’s nuclear programme. It should be more responsible
towards issues of war and peace than the hawks in Washington

T IS important to keep in mind several facts when
analysing the debate on the Iranian nuclear file in
Il the UN Security Council on May 9. To start with,
on April 28, the IAEA presented a new report on the
Iranian nuclear programme. The main news so far is
that the Iranians are successfully carrying out a pilot
uranium-enrichment project. By so doing, they are
displaying total disregard for the wishes of the world
community Tehran has irritated even those who were
eager to help it avoid the confrontation. But these
were merely ‘wishes’. Under the NPT, Iran has the
right to enrich uranium for peaceful purposes, while
readiness to implement voluntary CBMs is not a legal
commitment, and their duration cannot be indefinite.
As usual, the IAEA report displayed the unparal-
leled skills of UN bureaucrats to quote enough argu-
ments to substantiate any position. But the conclusion
is obvious: there is no definite evidence of Iran’s mili-
tary nuclear programme and, hence, no reason to sub-
mit a resolution on sanctions to the UNSC. As before,
its five permanent members are not unanimous on set-
tling the situation. In his report, IAEA Director-Gen-
eral Mohammed El Baradei used a politically correct
term, ‘suspension of all enrichment’. This is what the
EU3 suggested in its initial compromise
proposal, which left room for manoeuvre
"in the talks. But once Condoleezza Rice.
came into play, this potential carrot disap-
peared from the EUS3 proposal. and was re-
placed with the term ‘cessation’. In effect,
this has frustrated EU3 mediation.
Moreover, it seems that neither the US
nor Iran were too unhappy about this fail-
ure. Many analysts believe that for all the
statements of US high-rankers, Washing-
ton was not interested in the success of the
Moscow proposal to set up for Iran a joint

territory Iran’s contradictory and dubious
attitude to this proposal shows it has its own plans on
settling the situation around its nuclear programme.

It is abundantly clear that many of the decision-
makers in Iran are convinced that US help is indispen-
sable for a comprehensive solution, also involving bi-
lateral relations. Apparently, the US-Indian nuclear
deal has convinced them that it is possible to strike a
deal with Bush without go-betweens. This is exactly
what Washington wants to achieve tacitly. It doesn’t
want to allow other countries, even Nato allies (not to
mention the reviving Russia) to take part in solving
any geopolitical problems, particularly when it comes
to aformer strategic ally and key player on the oil mar-
ket. This explains the deadlock of the problem.

We see two real scenarios of settling the problem. In
principle, they are both peaceful, although it is not pos-
sible to rule out the use of force. But this would be a
third scenario — a disaster for the Iranians and Gulf
and Mideastern Arabs, which would bring disgrace
upon its initiators. Under the first scenario, the UNSC
could issue a resolution, a warning to Iran. It should
not contain any threat of force envisaged by Chapter 7

VOTE FOR PEACE:
uranium-enrichment centre on Russian Ahmadinejad

of the UN Charter. The US and other Western coun-
tries have set forth a Chapter 7 draft resolution on im-

_ plementing large-scale economic sanctions, which the

US has been carrying out without much success for
several decades now. But the draft has been compiled
in such a way that it is easy to amend it in general. The
authors knew beforehand that after Iraq they were not
going to receive international permission for the use of
force or far-reaching sanctions.

But amodified Security Council resolution, if adopt-
ed, will be another step to the settlement of the Iranian
nuclear problem. The IAEA should remain the main
instrument for exploring the goals of the Iranian nu-
clear programme. Resumption by Tehran of a tempo-
rary moratorium on uranium enrichment and imple-
mentation of the additional protocol requirements
would be a litmus test of Iran’s attitude to the opinion
of the world community. But the protocol is not a cure-
all and the world community should explore ways for
toughening control over dubious nuclear programmes
on an agreed-upon basis. Of course, the impatient Pen-
tagon guys and the US ‘hawk’ in the UNSC, John
Bolton, would be displeased, but the world community
should have a more responsible attitude to war and
peace than the extremists in Washington.

Paradoxical as it may seem, but now that
the US has almost regained its chief de-

signer position in construing a compro-
mise, we can expect more action in the
behind-the-scenes bilateral conspiracy. It
won't be difficult to give up the markedly
‘belligerent rhetoric of today, especially
considering that the US paved the way to
the construction of joint enrichment
plants in the Shah’s Iran. The now declas-
sified directive of the US Natignal Securi-
ty Council No. 292 of April 22, 1975, signed
by Henry Kissinger, starts with the deci-
sion to allow the use of American materi-
als for production of fuel in Iranian reactors and its
transfer to third countries with which the US was
bound by agreements.

American political scientist Robert E. Hunter has
succinctly defined the key problem by saying that go-
ing to war with Iran was the worst option. He said that
the US should offer Iran security guarantees. A few
days ago, Zbigniew Brzezinski, the patriarch of Amer-
ican ‘hawks’, also criticised the comfrontationist line.
There are other signals pointing to a gradual change in
the atmosphere of debates on the nuclear programme.

We should be ready for most unexpected turns in the
US-Iranian standoff. It is important for us to find effec-
tive ways of upholding our political and economic in-
terests in Iran and ensuring the security of our citi-
zens. For now, the best option for us would be to find
the golden mean, and disassociate ourselves in calcu-
lated proportions from both confronting parties.

The writer is Senior Advisor at the Centre for

Policy Studies in Russia
RIA Novosti
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Arms control in a unipolar world »

Siddharth Varadarajan

FTER UNSIGNING the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty, sabotaging the
verification protocol of the Biological
Weapons Convention, and taking the
arms race into Quter Space, the United States
has finally settled on a multilateral arms control
measure it can support — a treaty to curtail the
production of fissile material necessary for the
manufacture of nuclear weapons. True to form,
however, the latest U.S. approach is aimed more
at increasing its already overwhelming relative
military dominance by restricting the behaviour
of others, rather than actually tackling the very
real dangers posed to the world by nuclear weap-
ons and their means of delivery.
On May 18, a senior State Department official,
Stephen G. Rademaker, presented to the Confer-
ence on Disarmament (CD) — the Geneva-based

United Nations disarmament negotiating body
— adraft Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT)
and urged the countries present to adopt it by
the end of the year. In the ‘take it or leave it’ style
so typical of the Bush administration’s approach
to diplomacy, Mr. Rademaker threatened that if
the CD were unwilling to adopt the treaty in
2006, its “continued existence ... as a meaningful
international negotiating forum” would be in
doubt and the U.S. itself could withdraw from its
deliberations altogether.

The American draft FMCT is a short and sim-
ple document. Fissile material for non-explosive
purposes is not included in its scope. Unlike the
CTBT, the proposed FMCT will enter into force
on the day all five nuclear-weapon states as de-
fined by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) accede to it. While none of these provi-
sions is controversial, many countries are likely
to object to two other aspects of the draft. First,
the U.S. proposal would leave existing stocks of
fissile material unaffected, thus doing nothing to
address the threat posed by the enormous over-

CARTOONSCAPE

The new U.S. push on a fissile material cut-off
treaty is an attempt to sidestep more urgent
issues such as weaponisation of space and the
development of ‘usable’ nuclear weapons.

hang of bomb-grade material currently in the
possession of nuclear weapon states. Secondly,
in line with the Bush administration’s aversion
to non-discriminatory international verification
rules, the draft FMCT contains no provisions for
monitoring compliance.

Even without these two omissions, the Amer-
ican FMCT initiative is problematic on a num-
ber of counts. First and foremost is the attempt
to push the control over fissile material produc-
tion as the most pressing arms control measure
to the exclusion of all the other urgent questions
the CD needs to take up.

Since everyone in the world except the five
nuclear weapon states (U.S., Russia, China, Bri-
tain, and France) and the four non-parties to the
NPT (India, Pakistan, Israel, and North Korea)
are legally barred from producing fissile materi-
al, the proposed FMCT applies essentially to
these nine countries alone. Of the big five, all
except China are already observing a moratori-
um. China, too, is believed to have ended the
active accumulation of fissile material but no-
body can really be sure. In any case, it should be
obvious that the purpose of the FMCT is to make
sure China as well as India, Pakistan, North
Korea, and Israel end fissile material produc-
tion. Put another way, the American interest in
an FMCT is to ensure that the Chinese arsenal
remains relatively small (compared to the U.S.
one) and that the Indian and Pakistani nuclear
weapons programmes remain bounded by the
amount of fissile material accumulated to date.
In themselves, these are unobjectionable goals.

But when they are combined with a drive to-

develop an ambitious missile defence pro-
gramme, militarise space, produce new kinds of
“usable” nuclear weapons, and increase mani-
fold the lethality and flexibility of U.S. conven-

tional arms, it becomes clear that what
Washington is looking for is not disarmament or
even arms control but “full spectrum
dominance.”

Under the Shannon mandate, the CD is tasked
with adopting a “non-discriminatory, multilat-
eral and internationally and effectively verifia-
ble” FMCT that bans the production of fissile
material for weapons or explosive purposes. But
for the past few years, the Conference has been
deadlocked by the refusal of the U.S. and its allies
to allow the CD to also take up three urgent but
contentious issues that form an integral part of
its mandate. These are general nuclear disarma-
ment, the prevention of an arms race in outer
space (PAROS), and negative security assuranc-
es, that is, multilateral, legally binding assur-
ances that non-nuclear weapons states will
never be subject to nuclear attack.

Of these four tasks, each of which is impor-
tant, it is evident that PAROS is the most press-
ing. The U.S. missile defence programme has
direct implications for the weaponisation of
space and recent budgetary appropriations in-
dicate the U.S. military is pressing ahead with
research aimed at developing an offensive capa-
bility in outer space such as the Starfire anti-
satellite system. Every year since 1968, the U.N.
General Assembly has passed a PAROS resolu-
tion calling on countries to use space for peace-
ful purposes and oppose its weaponisation. After
abgtaining for years, the U.S. in 2005 woted
against the resolution for the first time. A study
by the Center for Defense Information and the
Stimson Center in March 2006 found one billion
dollars had been set aside for military space
matters in the financial year 2007. According to

Victoria Samson of the CDI, “These systems,
while ostensibly for other matters, could provide-
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a dual-use space weapons capability. And a few
of them — the Space Test Bed for starters — are
flat-out space weapons programs.”

China and Russia, which are the primary tar-
gets for the U.S. drive to militarise space, have
rightly sought to tie progress on an FMCT with
progress towards a treaty banning an arms race
in outer space. This has been unacceptable to the
U.S. Phased disarmament and security assur-
ances to non-nuclear weapon states is also not
part of Washington’s scheme of things. After
years of deadlock, a way forward emerged in the
form of the “five ambassadors’ proposal” to have
the CD establish four ad hoccommittees for each
of the separate disarmament or arms control
goals. But even this proposal was unacceptable
to the U.S. Now it has signalled its intention to
press for an ‘FMCT or nothing’ and threatened
the CD with irrelevance if its warning is not
heeded.

Even on its merits, however, the U.S. FMCT
draft is so weak as to render inoperative the
international desire for a treaty controlling fis-
sile material. Both the FMCT and the CTBT
spring directly from the treaty obligation of nu-
clear weapon states to disarm. The purpose of
the CTBT is “quality capping” and the FMCT is
“quantity capping.” In reality, however, the
CTBT, by allowing sub-critical tests, hydrody-
namic tests, and computer simulation exercises,
does not effectively prevent the “qualitative”
enhancement of nuclear weapons by an ad-
vanced nuclear weapon state like the U.S, On its
part, the draft FMCT, by leaving out stockpiles
and verification, will also only “quantity cap” the
smaller nuclear weapons states.

. India has all along advocated a verifiable
FMCT, d position that was reiterated by Ambas-
sador Jayant Prasad at the CD a day before the
U.S. unveiled its draft text. Apart from standing
its ground on this issue, New Dethi would do well
to pursue some of the interesting proposals con-
tained in the working paper submitted by Japan
to the CD last month. Specifically, Japan is argu-
ing that any ban on the future production of
fissile material must lead to the permanent shut-
ting down or conversion of military facilities
currently used for the production of such mate-
rial. Naturally, there would have to be a ver-
ifiable ban on their re-conversion. Also, the
diversion of existing and future stocks of fissile
material for civilian purposes to nuclear weap-
ons purpose should be explicitly banned. This, in
turn, has two implications. First, fissile material
voluntarily declared as “excess” should never be
reverted to nuclear weapons. Secondly, the vol-
untary safeguards agreements the five nuclear
weapon states have signed with the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency would have to be
amended to ban the withdrawal of civilian nucle-
ar material frm intern#tjonal safeguards.

The Japanese proposal /.»es not explicitly say
50 but eventually, all m _-egr facilities in the
nuclear weapons states ifer than those ex-
pressly designated as con.aining fissile material
for military use must come ux-igf an IAEA safe-
guards regime identical to t} » Sthe in force for
non-nuclear weapons states. WA\ .
It is in this context that ﬂsg%\‘ opposition to
multilateral verification n#. ‘1. ~.anderstood.
Ambassador John Bolton f:’;% s interNational ver-
ification will never be effective and is a ‘Maginot
Line’ that will give the international community
a false sense of security. But in the absence of
non-discriminatory, transparent rules, what will
emerge is a ‘law of the jungle’ compliarés mech-
anism. A country such as the U.S,, witl the most
advanced national technical means, .-~uld be
free to level accusations of cheating against any
country it likes. But the world will be power' ss
to verify U.S. compliance.

For all these reasons, the U.S. draft FMCT ca.;. )
hardly be considered an acceptable text. If ther %;w
is to be an FMCT, the international community
must insist on a suitable verification mechanism
and a formula for steady disposition of existing
stocks in line with the Article 6 disarmament
obligations of nuclear weapons states under the
NPT. India should also join other countries at
the CD in pressing for quick progress on a treaty
banning the weaponisation of outer space.
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Iran to offer
Wi |

ASSOCIATED Press
Tehran, June 10

IRAN WILL make a counteroffer
to a Western incentives package
aimed at persuading the Islamic
country to suspend uranium en-
richment and restart negotia-
tions over its nuclear programme,
the Iranian foreign minister said
on Saturday.

The counteroffer may be a vari-
ation of the package or an entire-
ly new proposal, foreign minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said, ac-
cording to the state-run news
agency IRNA: “We hope that
Iran’s real proposal, which might
come within a modified or new
package, will be examined care-
fully by Europe,” he said.

Mottaki did not elaborate on
how the Iranian version would
differ from the offer made by the
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five veto-wielding members of the
UN. Security Council —US,
France, Britain, China and Rus-
sia — plus Germany. He said Iran
supports “just, indiscriminatory
and unconditional negotiations”.

“We intend to take steps toward
a comprehensive understanding
that considers the rights of one
side, Iran, and resolves the con-
cerns of the other side at the
same time,” Mottaki said.

The contents of the Western
package have not been made pub-
lic, but diplomats said it includes
economic rewards and a provi-
sion for some US nuclear technol-
ogy, if Iran halts enriching urani-
um as an initial condition for
restarting negotiations. However,

<

counter N-deal

it also contains the implicit threat
of UN sanctions if Iran remains
defiant.

Iran has consistently refused to
give up uranium enrichment, a
process that can produce either
fuel for a nuclear reactor or the
material for a nuclear warhead.

The Islamic country insists its
nuclear programme is peaceful
and that it has the right to develop
enrichment. The Big Six fear Iran
wants to build an atomic bomb.

On Friday, a powerful hard-line
cleric, Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati,
came out against the Western in-
centive package, reflecting pres-
sure by conservatives on the gov-
ernment to reject the offer.

“It’s not good for Iran,” Jannati
said in his Friday prayer sermon,
telling worshippers that the West
had “no choice but to accept”
Iran’s enrichment programme.

THE HIDUST AN TIMES
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~No halt in_ -
Iran’s N-plan

Vienna: Iran accelerated
uranium enrichment on the
same day this week that
world powers asked it to halt
the work and open talks to
guarantee it will not make
nuclear weapons, the UN
atomic agency said on
Thursday in a report ob-
tained by AFP.

Iran stepped up enrich-
ment on June 6—the same day
European Union foreign poli-
cy chief Javier Solana visited
Teheran to present a package
of benefits to be discussed if
Iran would suspend uranium
enrichment, which makes nu-
clear reactor fuel or in high-
ly refined form atom bomb
material, the report said.

On that Tuesday; it said,

i Iran started feeding the raw
i material of uranium hexa-
 fluoride gas, or UFS8, into a
. connected series of 164 cen-
: trifuges—known as a cas-
i cade—to produce enriched
i uranium.

The report appears to

i dash hopes Iran is preparing
i animmediate pause in its nu-
i clear fuel activities in order
! to start talks with six major
: powers on guaranteeing its
i programme is peaceful.

But Solana said in Paris

i on Thursday that he was
i “more optimistic than pes-
i simistic” about the deadlock
: with Iran.

Iran said on Thursday it is

¢ opentonuclear talks with the
i Westbut that technology was
i not up for discussion. “We will
i negotiate about common con-
¢ cerns and for clearing up
! misunderstandings in the in-

ternational atmosphere,” said
hardline President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad.

Iran is building new pro-
duction lines of the cen-
trifuges that carry out en-
richment, the International
Atomic Energy Agency said
in the confidential report to
be discussed by the IAEA’s 35-
nation board of governors
next week in Vienna.

“This just shows there’s a
long way to go before there’s
adeal,” nuclear analyst David
Albright said from his ISIS
think tank in Washington.

NUCLEAR
IMPASSE

The report also said JAEA
inspectors had found new
traces of highly enriched ura-
nium on equipment on Iran.
But it was unclear whether
the enriched uranium traces
were contaminants from
equipment Teheran had pur-
chased abroad or from en-
richment that had been car-
ried out by Iran.

A European diplomat in
Vienna described the report
as negative on all counts for
Iran. But the diplomat said
this was not “crucial” since
what mattered was getting
Iran and the US-led “Iran six”
of world powers to find a way
of getting down to talks.

Teheran says it is seeking
solely to use nuclear power
to generate electricity but
Washington and the EU fear
this is a cover for developing
nuclear weapons. are
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Iran softens
RAYS

Solana in Tehran (Reuters)

.
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Tehran, June 6 (Reuters):
Proposals ly six world powers

today to end a dispute over
Iran’s nuclear fuel enrich-
ment had positive points but
also some “ambiguities” that
must be removed, Tehran’s
chief negotiator said.

The proposals, which have
not been made public but in-
clude incentives and penal-
ties, seek to persuade Iran to
give up enriching uranium,
which the West fears will be
used to build atomic bombs.
Tehran says its nuclear aims
are purely civilian.
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European Union foreign
policy chief Javier Solana pre-
sented Iran’s chief negotiator
Ali Larijani with the package,
agreed by the US, Russia,
China, Britain, France and

Germany.

“The proposals had some
positive steps in them and
some ambiguities which shou-
1d be removed,” Larijani said.
He did not elaborate on the
“ambiguities”.

“We hope, after we study
the proposal in detail, we will
have another round of talks
and negotiations to achieve a
balanced and logical conclu-
sion,” he said.

The US, Iran’s arch foe
which has been at the fore-
front of efforts to pressure the
Islamic republic to give up en-
richment, said it was hearten-
ing Iran was taking the incen-
tives package seriously.

But Washington reiterated
the Iranian government need-
ed to suspend nuclear enrich-
ment activities before any di-
rect talks. Progress will de-
pend on overcoming deep mu-
tual mistrust.

Iran covered up sensitive
nuclear fuel research and de-
velopment work from the
United Nations for almost 20
years until an Iranian exile
group blew the whistle.

Tehran has impeded pro-
bes by the UN atomic energy
agency since which have poin-
ted to military links with nu-
clear work and possible secret
activity, although no hard evi-
dence of diversions into bom-
bmaking has been found.

For its part, Washington,
which broke ties with Tehran
in 1980, says it wants a diplo-
matic solution but refuses to
rule out military action.

“If the Iranians agree to
suspend enrichment-related
and reprocessing activities,
then we’ll be able to discuss
more openly what the incenti-
ves are and we certainly hope
that that’s the case,” White
House spokesman Tony Snow
told reporters travelling with
President George W. Bush.

So far, Iran has refused to
give up uranium enrichment
that can be used to make fuel
for nuclear power stations or,
if enriched to a sufficiently
high level, material for bombs.
Iran says it is a national right.
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* ASSOCIATED Press
Vienna, Austria, June 2

THE US and five other world powers have
an offer they say Iran can’t refuse — if it
~ knows what's best for it.

The six nations on Thursday came up
with incentives they hope will persuade
Tehran to stop suspect nuclear activities,
but made it clear that Iran risks UN sanc-
tions if if rejects the package. )

“There are two paths ahead,” British for-
eign secretary Margaret Becket said in an-
nouncing the proposals put together by the
United States, Britain, France, Germany,
Russia and China.

The package would be on the table for a
proposed new round of bargaining with
Tehran over what the West calls a rogue
nuclear programme that could produce a
bomb. The US, in a major policy shift,
agreed this week to join those talks under
certain conditions. It would be the first ma-
jor public negotiations between the adver-
saries in more than a quarter century.

Secretary of state, Condoleezza Rice,
met with the foreign ministers from the
European nations that led talks with Iran
that stalled last year. Also present were rep-
resentatives of Russia and China, which
have been Tehran’s trading partners and
might join in any future talks with Iran.

Since Russia and China hold vetoes in
the UN security council, the US needs their
cooperation to seek sanctions or other

harsh measures by-that body. “We are very

satisfied by the results of today’s meetings
here in Vienna,” US under-secretary of
state, Nicholas Burns, said. “We consider
them a step forward in our quest to deny
Iran nuclear weapons capability.”

The European Union on Thursday urged
Iran to "grasp the hand extended to it" and
return to international negotiations on its
suspect nuclear programme.

In a statement issued by foreign minister
Ursula Plassnik of Austria, which holds
the EU's rotating presidency, the 25-nation
bloc said resuming talks could raise hopes
for a thaw in Tehran-Washington ties "after
decades of 'non-relations' between Iran and
the United States.” "Iran should grasp the
hand extended to it and return to the nego-
tiating table," Plassnik said.

The powers agreed privately, however,
that Iran could face tough security council
sanctions if it fails to give up the enrich-
ment of uranium and other disputed nu-
clear activities, US officials said.

Diplomats feared Iran would immediate-
Iy reject any invitation to bargain if the
threat of sanctions was explicit, officials
involved in the discussions said on condi-
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Big six offer
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Ministers and officials at the British Residence‘ in Vienna on Thursday.

tion of anonymity because
the seven-party negotia-
tions were private. The for-
eign ministers’ statement

If they (Iran)
continue to say, ‘We

at odds over the possibili-
ty of sanctions, with Rus-
sia and China opposed.

threatens unspecified welcomed the idea of di-
173 n 3 . ’
conity cooman, e s really donteare s baeraed e
The group’s statement ] must put uranium enrich-
also contained no details | V’Vhat YOUI' O,plm(,)n ment on hold before talks
of the ineen'gives to be‘of- lS, the W()ﬂd 1S g()lng can Pegin. )
fered to Iran in the coming . Iran welcomes dia-
days. Diplomats previous- to act m concert logue under just condi-

ly have said the package
includes help developing
legitimate nuclear power

tions but won’t give up our
rights,” the state-run Iran-

GEORGEW.BUSH jan television guoted for-

plants and various eco-
nomic benefits.

The Security Council, which can levy
mandatory global sanctions and back its
mandates with military force, has been re-
viewing Iran’s case for two months. Its per-
manent, veto-holding members have been

eign minister Manou-
chehr Mottaki as saying
on Thursday.

At the White House, President Bush
said, “If they continue to say to the world,
‘We really don’t care what your opinion is,’
then the world is going to act in}dncert.”
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Iran’s foreign minister .

Iran can’t refuse

REUTERS

-.Not much time: Rice

THE US warned Iran it will not have much
time to respond once it is offered an
international package of rewards to
encourage it to suspend uranium
enrichment, suggesting that the window
could soon close and be replaced by
penalties. “It really needs to be within
weeks,” US secretary of state, Condoleezza
Rice, told NBC's Today show, referring to the
six-power package of perks or penalties
aimed at halting Iran’s enrichment activities.
in separate comments on National Public
Radio, Rice suggested she was ready to
meet her Iranian counterpart, Manouchehr
Mottaki, if Tehran agreed to suspend the
activity that can be used to make nuclear
arms and negotiate the details of the deal.
AP, Vienna
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Iran rejects

Vienna, June 1 (Reuters):
Iran today spurned a US offer
of direct talks on its nuclear
programme as major world
powers sought agreement on
incentives to coax it to scrap
potentially weapons-related
atomic work.

Foreign minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said
Iran was open to talks with
Washington, which severed
ties with Tehran in 1980, but
rejected a US condition it stop
enriching uranium first.

“We will not give up our na-
tion’s natural right (to enrich-
ment), we will not hold talks
over it. But we are ready to
hold talks over mutual con-
cerns,” Mottaki said in
Tehran.

Speaking before Mottaki’s
statement, a senior US official
said Tehran had only weeks to
accept the diplomatic overture
before facing sanctions.

Crude oil prices fell below
$71 a barrel today, deepening
losses sparked by the US offer
of talks.

Iran says it wants to purify
uranium only to run civilian
atomic power plants. But, en-
riched to a higher level, urani-
um is the key ingredient in
detonating bombs,

Defying UN Security
Council callis for it to halt nu-
clear fuel work Tehran an-
nouiiced in April that it had
produced its first batch of en-
riched uranium.

Foreign ministers of the
five permanent UN Security
Council powers plus Germany
and the EU foreign policy chief
were arriving in Vienna to fin-
ish the incentives package for
Iran.

Washington’s overture was
a big policy shift that a senior
US official said had won over
Russia and China to pursuing

US offer, will |
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not halt nuclear plans

\ i -
UN sanctlons aga?n/s\ Tehran
if it spurned the sweeteners.

“What they’ve agreed is, if
Iran does not accept this offer
of negotiations, or accepts and
then does not negotiate in
good faith, we will return to
the Security Council, we will
get a resolution,” the official
said in Washington.

Russia, the council power
with the most leverage on Iran
due to hefty trade relations,
said the US gesture presented
“areal chance” to ease the cri-
sis and urged Tehran to grasp
it. “We call on Iran to construc-
tively respond,” the Russian
foreign ministry said in a
statement today.

European officials and nu-
clear analysts also welcomed
the initiative, saying US en-
gagement could address secu-
rity issues many say are be-
hind Tehran’s pursuit of nu-
clear capability.

Iran foreif;n minister
Manouchehr Mottaki
in Tehran. (AFP)




World powers meet on
Iranian nuke programmme

- AGENCIES
VIENNA, JUNE 1

ORLD pow-
ers converged
on Vienna to-
day for talks
on how to resolve the Iran nu-
clear crisis, strengthened by a
US decision to join in direct
talks with Tehran if it agrees to
suspend uranium enrichment.
Ahead of the meeting, US
Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice said Washing-
ton and international partners
were close to a deal that would
offer Iran economic incentives
if it gives up nuclear activities
that could produce a bomb—
and penalties if it does not.
“We are agreed with our Eu-
ropean partners on the essen-
tial elements of a package con-
taining both benefits, if Iran

Condoleezza Rice with Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula
Plassnlk at the forelgn ministry in Vienna, on Thursday. AP

makes the right choice, and
costs, if it does not,” Rice said
on Wednesday before leaving
‘Washington for Vienna.

But Iran remained defiant.
Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki wel-
comed the prospect of direct

talks with Washington, but
said: “Iran is interested in con-
tinuing” uranium enrichment.
Meanwhile, Russia on
Thursday welcomed a US of-
fer to hold talks with Tehran
and said it provided a “real
chance” to resolve the crisis.
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US ready to join.

meet on

L\

THE UNITED States is Yeady for
the first time to join talks with
Iran over its nuclear programme
provided Russia and China agree
to sanctions if Tehran refuses to
limit its atomic ambitions, diplo-
mats said on Wednesday.

The Bush administration,
seeking to enlist Russian sup-
port for a United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolution on Iran,
has also agreed to language rul-
ing out the immediate threat of
military force, American and
European officials said on
Tuesday.

A Western diplomat said the
United States was “willing to sit
at the table with the Iranians”
along with the four other perma-
nent UN Security Council mem-
bers plus Germany to discuss a
compromise package on the nu-
clear dispute.

The package, drafted by a Eu-
ropean Union negotiating troika
and due to be discussed at a meet-
ing of world powers here on Thu-
rsday, offers Tehran incentives in
return for guarantees that it will
not develop nuclear weapons.

But the diplomat said Wash-
ington would only join the multi-
party talks “if Russia and China
can agree on Thursday to key as-
pects of the package, including
some specific future sanctions if
Iran rejects it”.

His comments were con-
firmed by another diplomat
from a second member of the
UN permanent five, which is
made up of Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United
States. They asked not to be
named due to the sensitivity of
the issue.

“It’s not a done deal yet, but the
United States is definitely ex-
tending itself to try to get to yes”,
the first diplomat said of possible
US participation in nuclear talks.

He said Nick Burns, US Un-
dersecretary of State for politi-
cal affairs, would represent the
United States at such talks.

The US agreement has im-
proved the chances that the Rus-
sians will go along with the reso-
lution, European diplomats said.

Vienna, May 31
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REUTERS
President George W. Bush with
Iraqi ambassador to the United
States Samir Sumaidaie at the
Oval Office of the White House.

On the agenda

M Ready to attend talks if Russia
and China agree to sanctions in
case Iran refuses to limit atom-
ic ambitions

W The US agreement has im-
proved the chances that the
Russians will go along with the
resolution

® The resolution is to call on Iran
to suspend various nuclear ac-
tivities that are viewed in the
West as part of a clandestine
weapons program

The resolution is to call on
Iran to suspend various nuclear
activities that are viewed in the
West as part of a clandestine
weapons program, but that Iran
maintains are peacefu] in na-
ture.

President Bush called Presi-
dent Vladimir V. Putin of Rus-
sia, President Jacques Chirac of
France and Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany to press for
agreement on a Security Council
resolution demanding that Iran
stop enriching uranium or face
possible punitive action.

Also being negotiated are a
package of benefits to be offered
Iran if it cooperates in ending its
nuclear activities.

AFP & NYT
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Inspection under

IAEA onIy

REUTERS o
TEHRAN | APRIL29 - ~'\
¥ ‘\
RAN on Saturday said it
was willing to resume al-
lowing snap United Na-
tions atomic inspections if
its case was dropped by the UN
" Security Council and passed
back to the IAEA.

But Mohammad Saeedi,
deputy head of Iran’s Atomic En-
ergy Organisation, said Iran
would not yield to UN demands
that it abandon uranium enrich-
ment, and criticised Friday’s re-
port by Mohamed ElBaradei,
head of the IAEA, the UN nu-
clear watchdog.

ElBaradei said UN checks in
Iran had been hampered and
Tehran had rebuffed requests to
stop making nuclear fuel.

“The report was not com-
pletely satisfactory for us and we
believe that the report could have
been done better than that,”
Saeedi told state television. How-
ever, Saeedi insisted Iran would
be able to answer ElBaradei’s
concerns about the access
granted to UN inspectors if
Tehran’s nuclear dossier were
Adranned hy the UNSC, which has

‘fr‘ ”~ ?ﬂ:qc

Iran

A_L\

Mohammad Saeedi

the power to impose sanctions.

“If the case returns to the
agency again, we will begin the
section that concerns the Addi-
tional Protocol,” he said.

“The enrichment will con-
tinue. But...we will continue im-
plementing the Additional Pro-
tocol as a voluntary measure.”

The Additional Protocol to
the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty allows short-notice in-
spections of nuclear facilities.

“If they change their decision
and choose the wise path, and
the case returns to the IAEA, we
believe we can solve all the i
sues mentioned in ElBarade1 s
eight-page report very quickly,”
he said.
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Iran continues

enrichment, ﬂ‘ﬁ,.#
A

says [AEA ¢ e

VIENNA: Iran has successfully en-
riched uranium and continues
related activities in defiance of
the U.N. Security Council, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency said on Friday.

The finding was contained in 2
report prepared by IAEA chiel
Mohamed ElBaradei that alsc
said Iran continued to rebuff the
Agency’s efforts to get answers
to questions linked to suspicion:
Iran was attempting to make nu-
clear arms.

“After more than three year:
of Agency efforts to seek clarity
about all aspects of Iran’s nucle-
ar programime, the existing gaps
in knowledge continue to be a
matter of concern,” said the re-
port. “Any progress in that re-
gard requires full transparency
and active cooperation by Iran.”

On enrichment, the report,
obtained by the Associated
Press, said Iran’s claimed to have
enriched small amounts to a lev-
el of 3.6 per cent — fuel grade
uranium as opposed to weapons
grade enriched to levels above 90
per cent — appeared to be true
according to initial IAEA analy-
sis of samples it took. — AP

THe HibLw



Iran to consjder
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TEHRAN, April 24

IRANIAN President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad hinted
on Monday that Iran would
consider withdrawing from
the UN nuclear if member-
ship produced no benefit.

“Working in the framework
of the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty and the agency is
our concrete policy,” he
added. “(But) if we see that
they are violating our rights, or
they don’t want to accept (our
rights), well, we will revise.”

The UN body, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
has accused Iran of failing to
answer all questions about its
nuclear programme and re-
ported the country to the Se-
curity Council for non-com-
pliance with its demands.

The Security Council has
given Iran until Friday to sus-
pend enrichment of uranium,
a process that can produce

3

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

fuel for nuclear reactors ma-
terial for nuclear warheads.

Ahmadinejad also said that
Israel was an artificial state
that could not continue to ex-
ist. “Some 60 years has passed
since the end of World War II,
why should the people of Ger-
many and Palestine pay now
for a war in which the current
generation was not involved,”
he said. “We say that this fake
regime (Israel) cannot not log-
ically continue to live,” he said.

Ahmadinejad haslongcam-
paigned against Israel, saying
last October that the it should
be “wiped off the map.”

2 € p0P NNk



West struggl

AGENCE France-Presse ~
Moscow, April 19 9};\0

WORLD POWERS struggled to
show a united front on Wednes-
day over Iran's nuclear drive,
fearing Tehran will exploit any
split to forge ahead with urani-
am enrichment.

"TI'd have thought this is the
time for the world to send a clear,
united message to the Iranian
regime,"” British Prime Minister
Tony Blair said in London as
diplomats gathered in Moscow.

Tehran must receive a clear
message to stop uranium enrich-
ment and "desist from financing

terrorist activities around the .

world and get back to their inter-
national obligations,"” Blair said.
"Nobody is talking about mili-
tary invasion," he added.

French foreign  minister
Philippe Douste-Blazy warned,
too, that the world powers must
be together if they were to dis-
suade Iran. "If the international
community is united — China
and Russia with us — the Irani-
ans... will answer: ‘We can not be
isolated’,” he said.

“If, on the contrary, the Chi-
nese and the Russians, if the in-
ternational community is not
united it makes it easy for the
Iranians to continue,” to defy in-
ternational demands to halt the
program, he said.

Meanwhile, senior diplomats
from the Group of Eight powers
gathered for Moscow talks, os-
tensibly preparing for a July
summit but clearly overshad-
owed by the Iran standoff.

The Moscow meeting of G8 po-
litical directors would be "anoth-

es for unity on Iran crisis

7

-

AP

Iranians in Tehran fill in registration forms indicating their readiness to carry out suicide attacks against Israel.

er opportunity in a different fo-
rum to talk about what are the
diplomatic means to increase
pressure on the Iranian regime,"”
a US State Department spokes-
man-<aid in Washington.

Iran sent a high-ranking dele-
gation to Moscow to hold discus-
sions with European diplomats
"aimed at finding a solution" to
the crisis, Foreign Minister

Manouchehr Mottaki told state
radio in Tehran.

But the foreign ministry gave
no indication of whether the en-
voys were bearing any conces-
sions from the hardline leadere
ship, with just over a week tg go
before the expiry of a UN Secu-
rity Council deadline to freeze
uranium enrichment.

The UN Security Council is

awaiting a report due by April 28
from Mohamed ElBaradei, head
of the UN watchdog, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency,
on whether Iran has complied
with its demands to freeze urani-
um enrichment. On Tuesday,
senior officials from the five per-
manent Security Council mem-
bers failed to agree on concrete
dction over Iran.

THE HIDUST AN ThdF <

Seeking suicide
bombers in UK

ROBERT Tait and Ewen MacAskill
Tehran/London, April 19

RELATIONS BETWEEN the West and the hardline Iranian regime
are set to worsen after a Tehran-based group claimed on Tuesday
night that it was trying to recruit Iranians and other Muslims in
Britain to carry out suicide bombings against Israel.

The Committee for the Commemoration of Martyrs of the Global
Islamic Campaign, which claims to be independent but has the
backing of the regime, said it is targeting potential recruits in
Britain because of the relative ease with which UK passport-hold-
ers can enter Israel. Mohammad Samadi, a spokesman for the
group, said that striking at Israel was the priority of his recruit-
ment drive. “The first target is Israel. All Jews are targets, whether
military or civilian,” he said.

Samadi’s group was participating in a recruitment fair for “mar-
tyrdom seekers” being held in the grounds of the former US em-
bassy in Tehran. Several hundred volunteers have signed up for
missions in the past few days.

The volunteers were asked to complete forms specifying whether
they prefer to carry out operations against “the Quds occupiers”
(Israel), author Salman Rushdie or the “occupiers of Islamic
lands”, the US and Britain. The stall was festooned with portraits of
Palestinian suicide bombers.

The British embassy has called on Iran to renounce support for
the group. While the committee claims to be independent it has pre-
viously been linked with the Revolutionary Guards. It claims to
have gathered 52,000 recruits — of whom 30 per cent are women.

When asked how Iranian volunteers would get into Israel, Sama-
di cited the precedent of bombers Asif Mohammed Hanif and
Omar Sharif, two British Muslims who entered Israel as tourists

_ and then posed as peace activists.

Samadi said recruits would not be told to attack British cities.
“They would definitely not be sent to carry out an attack on London
unless it was.to kill Salman Rushdie.” Israeli security analysts said
there is no evidence that the group has been directly linked to sui-
cide bombings or other attacks in Israel.

- The Guardian



IAEA inspectors to visit Natanz,

India favours diplomatic

REUTERS
TEHRAN, APRIL 18

SENIOR inspectors from
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) will ar-
rive in Iran on Friday to visit
nuclear sites, including the
Natanz uranium enrichment
facility, a senior Iranian offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The visit follows Iran’s dec-
laration last week that it had
enriched uranium for use in
power stations for the first
time, stoking Western suspi-
cions of a covert atomic
bomb project.

Iraniinsists it wants nuclear
technology for civilian pur-
poses to satisfy its booming
demand for electricity. “We
will discuss Iran’s enrichment
of uranium to 3.5 per cent,”
said the official, who asked
not tobe named.

IAEA Chief Mohamed El-
Baradei, who visited Iran last
week, said inspectors from
the UN nuclear watchdog
had taken samples and would
report back to the IAEAs
board on whether the Irani-
ans had indeed achieved 3.5
per cent enrichment.

Experts say it would take
Iran two decades to produce
enough highly enriched ura-
nium for one bomb from its
current 164 centrifuges. But
Iran says it will to install 3,000
centrifuges, which could
make enough material for a
warhead in one year.

Iranian officials say the
enrichment plant at Natanz
has a capacity for 54,000
centrifuges.

Meanwhile, China is dis-
turbed by the deepening in-
ternational stand-off over
Iran’s nuclear plans but still
hopes for a negotiated solu-
tion, a senior Chinese envoy

solution

AT ‘[\/W‘“L\’L

Iranlan Presldent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (extreme left) reviews army weapons during a
parade commemorating Army Day In Iran on Tuesday. AP

told Iranian officials, the for-
eign ministry said on Tuesday.

Chinese Assistant Foreign
Minister Cui Tiankai visited
Tehran on Friday after Iran
announced it had enriched
uranium, defying interna-
tional calls for it to halt
such work.

He urged his Iranian hosts
and other countries to step
back from confrontation, a
spokesman for China’s For-
eign Ministry told a regular
news conference on Tuesday.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry
warned that it remains op-
posed to sanctions against
Iran, as senior diplomats
from six countries prepared
to meet Tuesday over dinner
in Moscow to try to map out
the next steps toward solving
the Iranian riuclear crisis.

“We are convmced that
neither sanctions nor the use
of force will lead to the solu-
tion of the problem,”
Kamynin said, according to
the ITAR-Tass news agency.

Meanwhile, India has
favoured a diplomatic solu-

i Iran Army will’ cut offhand of aggressor Agmadme]ad

for s m be'atthemadyandwﬁi "ot
i hardhae President Mahmoud Ahmadine-

< tke !siaméc Repuktic of iranisinthe servieeaf

s
lour netghbaurs,"heam

yone. Butin the face ofene-
_ ‘haadafanyaggressor
" hesaid,

or all people, apamaﬁar
*AF!’

has been that the issue must
be resolved amicably through
dialogue and discussion, E
Ahamed, Minister of State
for External Affairs and the
Special Envoy, has said.

“All sides must work
towards a diplomatic solution

Foreign Ministry  tion to the Iran nuclear im- and confrontation must be
spokesman Mikhail Kamynin  broglio and wants confronta-  avoided at all costs,” he told
reaffirmed Moscow’s insis- tiontobe avoidedatallcosts. reporters in Kuwait on
tence on more diplomacy. India’s consistent position Monday. —Reuters& P}
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Iran and N. Korea Cautioned At Summit
Bush, E.U. Leaders Demonstrate Unity

By Michael Abramowitz
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, June 22, 2006; A01

VIENNA, June 21 -- President Bush and European Union leaders jointly
prodded Iran and North Korea on Wednesday to back off from controversial
weapons technology. The show of governmental unity came as anti-
American demonstrators rallied nearby and Bush dismissed as "absurd" the
suggestion that the United States is more of a threat than the two countries
he once described as part of an "axis of evil."

Bush warned Iran to speed up consideration of a package of inducements
being offered if the Tehran government suspends uranium enrichment, a key
step toward possible development of nuclear weapons. And he demanded
that North Korea refrain from test-firing a long-range missile that
intelligence agencies say has been placed on a launch pad.

"It should make people nervous when non-transparent regimes who have
announced they have nuclear warheads fire missiles," Bush said. "This is not
the way peaceful nations conduct their affairs."

On both issues, Bush drew a strong endorsement from Austrian Chancellor
Wolfgang Schuessel, following a summit here among U.S. and E.U. leaders.
Schuessel, whose country holds the E.U.'s revolving presidency, said Europe
would back the United States if North Korea violates international rules.

Schuessel also told Iran that it should quickly accept a recent U.S.-E.U.
offer, which holds out the prospect of direct talks with the United States if
Iran suspends uranium enrichment.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said Wednesday that his country
would respond to the incentive offer by mid-August. Bush told reporters
here that "it shouldn't take the Iranians that long to analyze what's a reasonable deal."

In Vienna, the tone between the summit leaders was friendly, a sign of the warming relations between
European governments and the Bush administration since the fallout over the Iraq war. Although
protesters railed against Bush outside the walls of the Hofburg Palace, inside the president seemed
relaxed as he offered a passionate defense of his foreign policy since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Several
thousand Austrian police officers helped keep the peace in a city that one newspaper here described as a
"fortress." Police estimated there were 15,000 demonstrators around the city.

Bush seemed most animated when a European journalist asked about a belief of many Europeans that
the United States is the biggest threat to global stability.

"That's absurd," Bush replied curtly.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/21/AR2006062100277 pf.... 7/5/2006
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"We'll defend ourselves," he added, "but at the same time we're actively working with our partners to
spread peace and democracy."

Bush picked up on the theme a few moments later, after an Austrian journalist raised the subject of
recent opinion polls indicating that the image of America is falling around the world. The president said
he had vowed after those terrorist attacks that he would "do everything to defend our people.”

"For Europe, September 11th was a moment," Bush said. "For us, it was a change of thinking."

Schuessel rose to Bush's defense, recalling the American support for European reconstruction after
World War II and saying Europeans "should not be naive" about the necessity of tough action against
terrorists, in view of attacks on the continent. He said the suggestion that the United States was worse
than Iran and North Korea was "grotesque."

Schuessel also said: "We can only have a victory in the fight against terror if we don't undermine our
common values. It can never be a victory, a credible victory over terrorists if we give up our values:
democracy, rule of law, individual rights."

That was a reference to allegations of wrongdoing by the United States in its open-ended detention of
terrorism suspects. Many European governments want the prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to be
closed right away.

Many European officials expected Schuessel to raise the Guantanamo issue with Bush, but Schuessel
and U.S. officials said it was Bush who broached the subject, in an apparent effort to preempt their
concerns.

As described by U.S. officials, Bush did not break new ground on the subject in the private meetings,
repeating his general desire to close the facility. He outlined what the U.S. government considers the
practical problems involved in returning large numbers of detainees to their home countries and noted
that he was waiting for a Supreme Court decision on the administration's plan for military commissions
to try detainees.

"There are some who need to be tried in U.S. courts,”" Bush said at the news conference. "They're cold-
blooded killers. They will murder somebody if they are let out on the street."

Schuessel voiced understanding, though not necessarily agreement, with the president's statement. "We
got clear, clear signals and a commitment from the American side -- no torture, no extraordinary or
extra-territorial positions to deal with the terrorists," he said. U.S. officials said later that Bush only
restated long-standing U.S. positions.

The meetings Wednesday were part of a continuing effort by Bush since his reelection in 2004 to rebuild
relations with Europe. In the clearest sign of this, the administration has worked with France, Germany,
Britain and the E.U. as they have taken the lead on the new diplomatic initiative to persuade Iran to
restrict its nuclear program.

Russian and European diplomats had asked Iran to respond to the proposal by mid-July, ahead of a
summit by the Group of Eight industrialized nations in St. Petersburg, Russia. U.S. officials were hoping
for a response by the end of June.

It was unclear Wednesday why the Iranians were seeking an additional month. Some U.S. and European

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/21/AR2006062100277 pt.... 7/5/2006
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officials speculated privately that the Iranians might be trying to complete a second centrifuge array
known as a cascade before suspending their nuclear program for talks. Others say they believe the
Tehran government simply has not been able to reach an internal consensus on how to negotiate with the
West. Iran maintains that its nuclear program is solely to generate electricity.

Bush is the first U.S. president to visit Austria since Jimmy Carter in 1979. Though he was on the
ground here for less than 24 hours, he found time for a little sightseeing, touring the Austrian National
Library and hearing a performance by the Vienna Boys Choir.

Later Wednesday, Bush flew to Budapest, the capital of Hungary. He has frequently visited the
emerging democracies of Eastern Europe, and his press secretary, Tony Snow, said that on this occasion
he would offer an homage to the unsuccessful 1956 Hungarian uprising against Soviet rule and its
relevance to his effort to spread democracy today.

Staff writer Dafna Linzer in Washington contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Envoys Remain Split On Plan

Against Iran
Degree of Sanctions by U.N. at Issue

By Peter Finn
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday, April 20, 2006; A19

MOSCOW, April 19 -- Senior diplomats from the
U.N. Security Council's five permanent members
ended two days of talks about Iran's nuclear program
Wednesday with consensus for action against the
[slamic state, but they continued to be divided as to
what form it should take, U.S. Undersecretary of State
R. Nicholas Burns said.

"Nearly every country is considering some form of sanctions, and this is a new development," Burns
told reporters after the meeting. "Every country said that some type of action had to be taken . . . to, in
effect, erect a barrier to Iran's progress. So the challenge for us will be what can we all agree on."

For weeks, the United States, Britain and France have been pressing for tough steps against Iran, while
Russia and China have argued that a hard line might backfire. All have expressed public concern over
[ran's program.

"All participants in the meeting agreed that urgent and constructive steps are demanded of Iran," Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Wednesday.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said last week that Iran was pursuing the enrichment of uranium on
an industrial scale, which could allow it to accelerate the development of nuclear weapons.

That and recent statements by other Iranian officials that they would expand their experimental nuclear
work has led to "a greater sense of urgency" among the major powers about Iran's ambitions, Burns said.
"What [ heard in the room last night was not agreement on the specifics but to the general notion that
Iran has to feel isolation and that there is a cost to what they are doing," he said.

In late March, the U.N. Security Council gave Iran a month to stop enrichment and answer questions
from the U.N. nuclear watchdog group, the International Atomic Energy Agency. Iran says that its
program is peaceful and only for the generation of electricity.

The United States has asked the Security Council to invoke Chapter 7 of the U.N. charter, which allows
the world body to decide on measures, including the use of force, "to maintain or restore international
peace and security."

Russia spoke against the use of Chapter 7 at the meetings, fearing it would almost certainly lead to
military action, according to a source familiar with the discussions who spoke on condition of

anonymity.

But Russia said it would be willing to discuss other punitive options after the IAEA issues a report on

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/19/AR2006041902401 p... 4/20/2006
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Iran's response to the Security Council statement, the source said. "We are convinced of the need to wait
for the IAEA report due at the end of the month," Lavrov told reporters.

The source also said that Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Cui Tiankai, who attended the session, was
critical of Iran and had delivered a "tough message" privately to the Iranians during a stopover in Tehran
before the Moscow meeting.

The diplomats discussed the pros and cons of a number of options in detail, Burns said. The United
Nations, for instance, could decide to impose sanctions without invoking Chapter 7, and individual
countries could also impose sanctions. The United States has had sanctions against Iran for more than 25
years.

Javier Solana, the European Union's foreign policy chief, said last week that the E.U. was considering
targeted sanctions, but he added that "any military action is absolutely [off] the table for us."

An Iranian delegation arrived in Moscow on Wednesday for talks with Russian officials and, separately,
with diplomats from Britain, France and Germany.

At a news conference on Wednesday, Burns also said that Washington wanted to include the former
Soviet republics of Belarus, Georgia and Moldova on the agenda when leaders of the Group of Eight

industrial countries meet in Russia later this year.

The United States is at odds with Russian policy toward the countries, which Moscow considers to be
part of its natural sphere of influence.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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1Iran talks tough .

Associated Press

TEHERAN, April 30 : Iran
has warned that it would
regpond to any harsh
action by the UN Security
Cpuncil with an equally
tgugh ~ but unspecified -
sponse and insisted
gain it would continue
anium enrichment.
Yesterday, [ran offered to
allow the resumption of
intrusive “snap” inspec-
tions of its nuclear facilities
if the UN’s International
Atomic Energy Agency
were to resume its lead role
managing Iran’s dispute
with the international co-
mmunity.

The White House reject-
ed the proposal. “Our reac-

tions are totally compatible
with the actions of the
other parties. Against radi-
cal actions, Iran will react
accordingly. If the UN
Security Council makes
decisions, the Islamic
Republic of Iran will define
and arrange its cooperation
with the agency compati-
ble with that,” Foreign min-
istry spokesman Hamid
Reza Asefi said.

Mr Mohamed
ElBaradei, head of the
IAEA reported Friday to
the UN Security Council
that Iran defied the coun-
cil's deadline to suspend
uranium  enrichment-
related activities. His
report opens the way for
the council to take puni-

Pak warning

ISLAMABAD, April 30: Pakis-
tan today warned against
any use of force against Iran
to settle the row over its
controversial nuclear prog-
ramme, saying it would hurt
moderate forces in the Isla-
mic world. “Pakistan desires
a peaceful resolution to the
issue as, God forbid, if there
is an attack on Iran it will be
a blow to moderate forces in
the Islamic world,” Foreign
minister Khurshid M Kasuri
said at the South Asian
Journal Conference. B PTI

tive measures against
Iran. While Mr Asefi said
Iran wanted to solve its
dispute with the interna-

1 MAY 2006

thv v\
tional comm}l ity
through diplomacy, \he
declared that Teheran
would not give in to
pressure.

The spokesman was
referring to the potential
for UN Security Council
sanctions in his remarks
about “radical actions,”
but he did not elaborate
on how Iran would
respond.

Along with the USA,
France and Britain say
that Iran’s actions require
a strong response. Russia
and China, the other two
veto-wielding members
of the council, support
resolving the standoff
through the IAEA and
diplomatic action.



Iran threatens
NPT pullout

In case of further pressure w) “

Atul Aneja

DUBA!L: Iran has signalled that it
could quit the international nu-
clear treaty in case it was pres-
sured further to stop its uranium
enrichment programme.

In a letter to U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, Parliament
has said withdrawal from the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Trea-
ty (NPT) could be on the table in
case “the U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al and other members of the U.N.
Security Council fail in their cru-
cial responsibility to resolve dif-
ferences peacefully.”

Analysts say the letter has
been timed to influence the de-
bate within the Security Council
on ways to stop the enrichment
programme.

The Council is so far divided,
with Russia and China opposing
a proposed draft that envisions
the possible imposition of sanc-
tions or military action against
Iran to ensure compliance.

The U.S., Britain and France
have sponsored the draft. The
Iranian lawmakers said they
could “review Article 10 of the
NPT.”

This article allows signatories
to withdraw from the treaty on
grounds that continuation
would jeopardise their national
interests.

The country seeking with-
drawal must cite details of the
exceptional circumstances that
have forced it to make the deci-
sion and must give a three-
month notice to fellow
signatories.

Parliament said it could ask
the Government to retract its
signatures to the Additional Pro-
tocol to the NPT. The Additional
Protocol allows the Internation-

) [

p W

« lranian Parllament writes
to Kofi Annan

» Teheran reaffirms
determination to
continue m’khment

o Guif natlons Issue appeal
tolran

al Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
inspectors to carry out surprise
inspection of nuclear sites,
which they suspect, are part of
an atomic weapons programme.
Iran has halted inspections after
the IAEA reported its case to the
Security Council in January.

Reinforcing Iran’s tough
stand, Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hamid Reza Asefi said Teh-
eran could not be forced to
suspend its enrichment pro-
gramme. He warned, “Interven-
tion by the Security Council in
this issue is completely illegal”.
“Intervention by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council would change the
path of cooperation to confron-
tation. We recommend they do
not do this.”

Growing tensions

The growing tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran is gener-
ating anxiety among Teheran’s
Gulf neighbours.

At a daylong summit on Sat-
urday in Riyadh, the six Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries urged Iran to step up
efforts to defuse the crisis. “We
appreciate Iran’s efforts to reas-
sure the region over its pro-
gramme,” United Arab Emirates
Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Zayed al-Nahayan told
reporters after the summit.
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AQ Khan gave
N-knowhow

WASHINGTON, May \A\
— In the first such revela-
tion of its kind, US intelli-
gence has said that the pro-
liferation network headed
by disgraced Pakistani sci-
entist AQ Khan had offered
and supplied nuclear wea-
pons technology to Syria.
The startling disclosure
was made in the “Inte-
lligence Report to Congre-
s” which said Pakistani
mvestlgators had confirm-
ed reports from Internat-
ional Atomic  Energy
Agency (IAEA) that Khan’s
black-marketing network
“offered nuclear technolo-
gy and hardware” to Syria.
This is for the first time that
Mr- Bush administration
publicly linked Syria to
Pakistan via Khan network.
So far it has been saying
that the network supplied

nuclear materials and
goods to only Libya, Iran
and North Korea.

Syria maintains nuclear
facilities in three places ~
Dayr, Al Hajar and Dubaya,
said the “721 Report”, na-
med after a law that req-
uires intelligence establish-
ment to report to Congress
about acquisitions of
WMDs and advanced con-
ventional munitions by
various countries. . The
report covered the period

%A“M

to Syria: USA

gfran s yes & no

BALI, May 13.— lran’s
president emboidened by
the support of Muslim nati-
ons, said today he was will-
ing to hold talks over his
nuclear programme but not
with countries that hold
“bombs over our head.”
President Mahmoud Ahma-
dinejad made the comm-
ents after close-door talks
with the heads of state fr-
om Indonesia, Pakistan,
Nigeria, Turky and
Malaysia. AP

of 2004 but its release wa:
delayed by the new Office
of the Director of National
Intelligence, said The Wa-
shington Times daily, whi-
ch made public the con-
tents of the report today.

“We are concerned that
expertise of technology
could have been transfered.
We continue to monitor
Syrian nuclear intentions
with concern,” said the
intelligence re ort.

isit fi

The Pakistan government
has barred family members
of Abdul Qadeer Khan
from visiting him, reports
AP from Islamabad The
move came as leaders of
Pakistan’s main Islamist
alliance alleged that the
health of the detained sci-
entist has deteriorated.
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Iran scorns EU

STEVEN R. Weisman
Washington, May 17

IRAN'S PRESIDENT on Wednes-
day rejected Europe's plan to of-
fer incentives for Tehran to give
up its nuclear research pro-
gramme, despite word from
diplomats that the package
would include new assistance in
building a light-water nuclear
reactor for civilian use.

"They say they want to give us
incentives!" Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad de-
clared to a crowd in the central
Iranian city of Arak, news serv-
ices reported. "Do you think you
are dealing with a four-year-old
child to whom you can give some
walnuts and chocolates and get
gold from him?"

The offer to help with a light-
water reactor, which could not
easily be used to make weapons,
is part of a new package of in-
centives the Europeans are as-
sembling in one more attempt to
salvage their negotiations with
Iran, according to European and
American diplomats. The pack-
age is also to contain threats of
economic punishments if Iran
does not cooperate.

In their bid to get Iran to sus-
pend its uranium enrichment ac-
tivities, Europeans had earlier

AFP

Iran’s hardline President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (right) with the
representative of the country’s supreme leader in Arak on Wednesday.

held out the possibility of Iran's
being allowed to have a light-wa-
ter reactor. "The Europeans are
dusting off and refining what
has already been on the table and

seeing what is possible in terms

of new ideas," said a diplomat.

Ahmadinejad said on Wednes-
day that the earlier round of talks
followed Iran's decision in 2003 to
admit to two decades' worth of vi-
olations of the Nuclear Nonpro-
liferation Treaty and suspend its
nuclear programme.

After Ahmadinejad took office
last year, Tehran reinstituted the
programmes, leading the EU to
join with the US in calling for ac-
tion by the Security Council.

A light-water reactor requires
enriched uranium for fuel, but
under the deal to be proposed by
the West, Iran would be guaran-
teed a supply of fuel in return
for giving up the fuel after it is
used. That way, experts say, the
reactor byproducts could not be
used in a weapons programme.

1 § MAY 2006

N- offer

The Bush administration has
not formally endorsed the Euro-
pean package because it has not
been completed and because
Washington wants to make sure
that Europe presents Iran with
disincentives for defiance.

Diplomats acknowledged that
they were far from certain that
Iran would be interested in the
proposal, to be discussed in Lon-
don later this week or early next
week by US, European, Russian
and Chinese diplomats.

So far, Russia and China have
rejected the US effort to get a Se-
curity Council resolution de-
manding that Iran cooperate or
face possible sanctions.

The latest effort, European of-
ficials say, went badly. US Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice
and Russian foreign minister
Sergey V. Lavrov had spoken
harshly in both Russian and
English — languages they both
speak — in a way that filled oth-
ers with dismay.

The hope of the US, Britain
and France is that if the latest
incentives are rejected by Iran,
Russia might be more inclined to
move a step toward possible
sanctions. But that is a hope
more than an expectation, Euro-
pean diplomats said.

The New York Times



" DISARMAMENT § US says it’s time to stop production of bom¥ material

Flie photo of a nuclear test in the US

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GENEVA,MAY 18

HE US today pro-

posed that the 65-

nation Conference

on Disarmament
negotiate a new treaty ban-
ning production of the nuclear
material needed to make
atomic bombs.

Stephen G Rademaker,
acting US assistant secretary
of state for arms control, told
the body that developments
in the nuclear programmes in
North Korea and Iran
showed it was time for a rapid
agreement on a treaty to ban
production of plutonium and
highly enriched uranium,
known as “fissile material”.

“The treaty text that we are
putting forward contains the
provisions that would com-
prise a legally binding FMCT
(Fissile Material Cutoff
Treaty),” said Rademaker.

Rademaker said the pro-
posal has widespread support

Natlons opposingiran
have mental problems

and would give the confer-
ence a positive role for the
first time since it completed
the ban on nuclear bomb test-
ing 10years ago.

“The only possible avenue
for progress in this confer-
ence is to concentrate its ef-
forts on the one topic on
which we most likely shall be

able to take action,” he said.

But Hamid Eslamizad, a se-
nior official at Iran’s mission
in Geneva, stressed that his
country’s uranium enrich-
ment programme was entirely
peaceful. Eslamizad said that
US criticism of Iran’s nuclear
activities was reminiscent of
similar, incorrect allegations
by Rademaker when he told
the conference in 2003 that
Iraq had weapons of mass de-
struction and had been collab-
orating with Al-Qaeda.

“A couple of months later it
was the US troops attacking
Iraq in search of weapons of
mass destruction,” said Es-
lamizad. “Later on they could
not find any weapons of mass
destruction or any real link-
ages between the previous
Iragiregime and Al-Qaeda.”

The proposal is 3 1/2 pages
long and itwould go into force
with only the approval of the
five permanent members of
the UNSC— Britain, China,
France, Russia and the JUS. /

New N- han treaty proposed




Drug trafficking: Saudi to\}j
behead two Keralites ¥

RAJEEVFI
KOCHI, MAY 11

l ESS than a fortnight
after Chief Minister
Oommen  Chandy

himself turned up at the air-

port to receive Naushad, the

Malayali immigrant worker

who was spared after a court

in Saudi Arabia ordered to
have his eye gouged out, two

Keralites have now been sen-

tenced to be beheaded in the

desert kingdom.

A Shariah court in Damam
has ordered the duo, 48-year-
old Hamsa Abubacker of Ma-

lappuram and 42-year-old
Sheikh Mastan of Kozhikode,
to be beheaded for drug traf-
ficking. The Saudi police had
allegedly caught Hamsa with
some heroin as he got off an
Indian Airlines flight from
Mumbeai three years ago. Re-
ports say the local police
caught Sheikh Mastan, who
was already in the Saudi capi-
tal Riyadh, after Hamsa con-
fessed that a man in Malappu-
ram had asked him to deliver
the package to Mastan.
Hamsa, originally hailing
from Chavakkad in Thrissur,
has been staying in Malappu-

ram for the past few years.
He has a wife, two daughters
and a son. Hamsa had been
doing odd manual jobs back
home before going to Saudi
Arabia. Strangely, his wife,
41-year-old Rukhiya, had re-
ceived a draft for Rs 5,000
sent in Hamsa’s name three
months ago, though Hamsa
has been in jail for the last
three years.

There are also apprehen-
sions that Mastan may actu-
ally be someone else using a
passport that he had pro-
cured using a false name and
address, since his home can-

not be located at the
Kozhikode address in his
passport. The regional pass-
port officer at Kozhikode
told The Indian Express that
his office hasyet to get a com-
munication from MEA to
check up on the passport de-
tails of the two men.

The Dubai-based Radio
Asia has reported today that
32 men from Kerala were ex-
ecuted in Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the last 10 years for drug-
related offences. Keralites
make up the largest chunk
among the 1.6 million Indi-
ans working in Saudi Arabia.
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World ﬁ°0Wns, Iran shrugs

JULIAN Borger/ROBERT Bolo .

Washington/Berlin, March 30

THE WORLD’S super powers on
Thursday warned Iran to drop
its uranium enrichment efforts,
a day after the United Nations
Security Council issued a formal
demand. Yet Iran refused to halt
the efforts, which the West sus-
pects are a cover for a nuclear
weapons programme. ‘
Wednesday’s UNSC statement,
passed unanimously, called on the
UN nuclear watchdog, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency,
to report back in 30 days on
Tehran’s compliance, but did not

3 4 meo 2008 ey
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make clear what would happen if
Iran refused to cooperate.

On Friday, Britain, France,
America, Russia and China pre-
sented a united front against the
programme. The five permanent
members of the UNSC, along
with Germany, met in Berlin and
agreed on what US secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice called a
“united opposition” to Iran’s de-
cision to restart a programme
that could provide material for
energy and nuclear weapons.

But Iran’s ambassador to the
TAEA, Aliasghar Soltaniyeh, said
his country would not suspend
uranium enrichment work. “We

- e
i) ]

AN TIMES

w111 not deﬁmtely, suspend again
the enrichment,” he said, adding
the decision was not reversible.
Foreign minister Manouchehr
Mottaki said Iran was willing “to
continue with negotiations and
also continue with our sincere
and constructive cooperation
with the agency”. But he con-
demned “unjustified propagan-
da” about its nuclear .pro-
gramme. In what looked like a
compromise, he offered to set up
a “regional consortium” to en-
rich fuel for Iran. His statement
implied that the consortium
would be based in Iran.
The Guardian (with agencies)
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Teheran for
N»-fuel unit
“in country

Associated Press

MOSCOW, March 28. —
Teheran is calling for a nuc-
lear fuel production centre
to be set up in Iran with the
involvement of other coun-
tries, the Iranian Embassy
in Moscow said today.

The proposal, announc-
ed in a statement from
Iran’s embassy in Moscow,
presents an alternative to a
Russian offer to host Iran’s
nuclear fuel production as a
way to ease concerns that
enrichment conducted in
Iran could be aiming to
develop atomic weapons.

“In terms of satisfying its
needs, Teheran cannot re-
main dependent on inter-
national suppliers,” the
Iranian government said in
the statement.

“Iran would welcome the
creation of an international
nuclear fuel centre on its
territory with the participa-
tion of other countries and
in the framework of an
international consortium.”
Moscow’s  proposal  to

move Iran’s uranium enri-
chment programme to Ru-
ssia is meant to guarantee
international oversight of
fuel production and ensure
it can’t be used for weapons
production. Iran insists its
nuclear programme is only
meant to generate power.
Russian Defense Minist-
er Sergei Ivanov said today
that the offer remains on
the table, but “Iran should

say unambiguously whether .

it is planning to accept or

reject the offer in order to |

allay the international com-
munity’s concerns,” the Int-
erfax news agency reported.
The Iranian statement
reiterated that UNSC  int-
ervention in the dispute
would “escalate tensions,
entailing negative conse-
quences that would be of
benefit to no party.” The st-
atement came as top diplo-
mats from the five perma-
nent UNSC members, tog-
ether with Germany, pre-
pared for a Thursday meet-
ing in Berlin to come to ag-
reement on next steps con-
cerning the programme.

THE STATESMAN



Press Trust of India

NEW YORK, March 21. —
The UN Security Council’s
five veto-wielding members
and Germany failed to
reach an agreement on how
to resolve the Iranian
nuclear issue after holding
four hours of talks but all
sides committed to a new
round of meetings to break
the impasse.

The meeting was billed

as an attempt to develop a
~_long term strategy to deter
Tran from producing any
nuclear weapon but there
was vast chasm in the posi-
tions taken by the United
States, Britain and France
on one side and Russia and
China on the othet.

The deadlock came as

the USA and European
officials said that Britain
vhad presented Washington
with a paper containing
diplomatic  strategy to
resolve the crisis, including
new talks and concessions,
a US daily reported. The
US representative at the
talks Mr John Sawers, how-
ever, said there was no such
proposal at the meeting.

At the meeting last night,
officials were joined by
their United Nations

ssAmbassadors struggling to
produce a consensus text

2 2 MAR 2006

for the presidential state-

ment on the Iranian

. nuclear issue. But no agree-

ment could be reached in
the face of strong opposi-
tion by Russia. backed by
China, to the draft pre-
pared by Britain and
France with the backing of
the USA.

The drafters would have
another look at the draft to
see if Russian views can be
accommodated. The state-
ment requires okay by all
15 members of the Council.
Russia, diplomats say, is
wary of what might follow
the statement and it wants
to ¢nsure that a member or
group of members cannot
interpret it that it authoris-
es them to take any action.

Britain and France were
reported to be considering
bringing in the Council a
resolution under chapter
seven of the Charter which
makes it enforceable after
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
reports non-compliance by
Teheran to the demand
made by the Council in the
presidential statement.

The ministerial  level
talks were aimed at devel-
oping long-term strategy to
deal with Iran which the
USA ‘and its allies suspect is
insisting on enriching ura-
nium itself with the aim of

producing nuclear
weapons.

But Iran contends that
enriching uranium is its
right under the Nuclear
Non proliferation Treaty to
which it is a party and that
it only wants to refine ura-
nium for it§ civilian power

diplomats
deccrnbed the discussions as
“useful” and that they
would be continued at the
Security Council which is
discussing a presidential

-statement.

US Undersecretary of
State Mr Nicholas Burns
told’ reporters that they
remain “convinced that we
will see a presidential state-
ment. It just may take a
couple of days.” “All agreed
that Iran is seeking nuclear
weapons and is out of com-
pliance with its internation-
al commitments. All agreed
that they should stay unit-
ed, stay together, to send
one rhessage” he added.

Diplomats said one of
the major Russian concerns
was that the statement
gives only 14 days to-IAEA
to report on compliance to
its demand that it stop
enriching uranium. It was
also opposed to the IAEA
officials reporting to the
Security Council - rather
than its Board.



Deal with Moscow before US pact

Russia fuel as

Bush

BHARAT BHUSHAN

New Delhi, March 15: Pres-
ident George W. Bush was
aware of Russian plansto
supply nuclear fuel for the
Tarapur atomic power

plant ‘before his visit to
ki,

“Mescow informed Bush
antk-the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG) almost §

sly in February that it

had taken this decision under:

the “safety exception elause”,

The Russian decision did K ~‘. Last supply

not follow but preceded the
Bush visit, sources said.

_Reports that Russia will
supply fuel have come out on
the eve of Prime Minister
Mikhail Fradkov’s visit to
India.

The Americans have react-
ed by saying such a step
should be taken after Delhi ful-
filled its obligations under the
Indo-US nuitlear pact conclud-
ed during Bush’s visit.

But the Russians began
fabrication of the low-en-
riched uranium fuel for Tara-
pur in December 2005 -— near-
ly three months before the
Bush visit. This is evidence
enough that the decision had
little to do with India’s civilian
and military nuclear separa-
tion plan presented to the US.

The Russian fuel is expect-
ed to reach in two consign-
ments by air, with the first lot
arriving any time now.

The Russian decision, ac-
cording to the sources, was
meant to demonstrate Mos-
cow’s “real political commit-

,"’ LA ‘ G‘l,’)‘

TARAPUR TALE |

o Builders
General Electric of the
US built the Tarapur
plants in 1969

¢ Blocked
US stops fuel supply
after the nuclear

+3 testsin 1974
wilta-

@ Lifeline

“France and

« Russia supply fuel
intermittently

From Moscow in 2001,
provoking US protest

ment” to a strategic partner-
ship with India.

Even now the consortium
of nuclear fuel and technology
suppliers, the NSG, has not
ratified the Indo-US nuclear
deal. Nor has the US Congress.

Russia, therefore, is not
acting on a “go-ahead” from
any external source. The talks
with Moscow on fuel for Tara-
pur began last year when
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh went there on May 9.

President Vladimir Putin,
the sources added, responded
positively to the Indian re-
quest, but did not make a com-
mitment. The deal was sewn
up during the summit be-
tween Singh and Putin in De-
cember 2005.

Although the high-point of
the visit, the decision was kept
secret. Even now the Russian
decision was leaked by the US
state department before New

winks

FRANIY SN £ an 2% NV .

Delhi confirmed it.

The Russians had insisted
in their meetings with Singh
in May 2005 that it would be-
come easier for them to supply
Tarapur fuel after India
passed the Weapons of Mass
Destruction and their Deliv-
ery System (Prohibition of
Unlawful Activities) Act. The
act was passed by May 13. It
seeks to prevent transfer of
weapons of mass destruction
and their technology.

The India-US joint state-
ment of July 18, 2005 initially
put a brake on the Russian de-
cision on Tarapur fuel. The
Russian foreign office wanted
to wait till the India-US agree-
ment went through.

In November 2005, after
several high-level visits from
India, Moscow indicated it
would prefer to take the deci-
sion in May 2006 after the
NSG meeting.

Last December, Singh took
along with him Anil Kakod-
kar, chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission, to
Moscow. Kakodkar held sepa-
rate meetings with-the Ryss-
ian atomic energy chiefsin
which he impressed u im
the need to,get thé fdel by
March to ensure reliable and
safe operations at Tarapur.

Around the same time, the
Russian political assessment
changed. Moscow believed
that after the Indo-US July 18
statement, where the road
map was laid for the nuclear
agreement, Washington was -
unlikely to react negatively.

B See Page 8
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‘uranium expo w/s

&ncues

. V\ SYDNEY %[\ P .
1 USTRALIA will maftain its-ban on
g A uranium exports to India and-other

! countries which have no{s‘lgned the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,-foreign
minister Alexander Downer said on Simday.
His comments dashed hopes in New Delhi
that the:stance can be softened to help In-
dia meet energy demand.

Mr Downer said he would not change
Australia’s 30-year-old policy of not export-
ing uranium to treaty non-signatories.
“There's no basis at this stage for us changing
that policy now,” he said. “We don't have
any intention at this stage to change ourpol-
icy in relation to uranium exports to those
three countries, which are India, Pakistan
and Israel, that haven't signed the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty,” he added.

India’s request to buy uranium from
Australia, which has almost  half
the world's known resources, followed a
landmark deal between India and' the
United States on civil nuclear energy,
reached during the visit of US president
George Bush.

Australian  prime minister John
Howard, during his own visit to India last
week, made positive noises about the US
agreement and left gfficials upbeat on the
. prospect of xpandingi nudlear energy in-

SUWR SYRGRUME DOWNER

16 mro 2006
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Tran NPT qm

Tehran, March 12 (AgerN V' The standoff has escalate

cies): Iran could leave the Nu-
clear non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) if its nuclear rights are
not accounted for, foreign min-
ister Manouchehr Mottaki
warned today’

“If we reach a point where
the existing mechanisms do
not provide for the right of the
Iranian people, then the poli-
cies of the Islamic Republic of
Iran would be possibly revised
and reconsidered,” Mottaki
told reporters. “At the moment
we believe that there is a
chance for different sides to
continue the negotiations.”

On Wednesday, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency sent an assessment re-
port on Iran’s programme to
the Security Council after a
failed three-year-old probe to
confirm the true nature of
Iran’s activities.

inrecent months, with Tehran
insisting it will not stop the
sensitive enrichment activi-
ties that the west suspects are
cover for developing an atomic
bomb.

Today, Iran said it was no
longer considering the Russ-
ian compromise deal intended
to overcome the dispute. Rus-
sia had proposed making nu-
clear fuel for Iran to ensure
uranium was enriched only to
the low level needed for power
stations.

But Iran was unwilling to
surrender its right to enrich
uranium on its own soil.

Foreign ministry spokes-
man Hamid Reza Asefi said
Tehran was not considering
reprising the Russian plan.
“Now the situation has chan-
ged, the Russian proposal is
not on the agenda,” he said.

t threat

S\

His Russian counterpart
Mikhail Kamynin was quoted
by the RIA news agency say-
ing Moscow would weigh up
the Iranian remarks and con-
sider its position.

Konstantin Kosachey,
chairman of the foreign af-
fairs committee in Russia’s
State Duma, was quoted by
RIA saying Iran’s stance could
“radicalise the nature of the
United Nations Security
Council discussion”.

But another news agency
quoted a Russian source famil-
iar with the talks saying Rus-
sia had withdrawn the propos-
al anyway.

“After the TAEA board
meeting, Moscow informed
Tehran there was no longer
any point in the joint venture
proposal,” Itar-Tass quoted
the source as saying, referring
to the UN watchdog.




Draft proposal
on N-deal sent

G

to US Congress

Seeks exempti\:hn!for India by
amending Atqmic Energy Act

3

S. Rajagopalan o
Washington, March 10 5
IN A clear bid to put the Indo-US
nuke deal on the fast track, the
Bush Administration has pre-
sented a draft legislative proposal
to the US Congress.

Although there was no imme-
diate official word, reports citing
congressional sources said the
proposal was submitted on Thu-
rsday to the Senate foreign relati-
ons committee and the House in-
ternational relations committee.

The proposal is said to urge the
Congress to grant a special exem-
ption for India by amending the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 which
bans nuclear sales to states which
are not signatories to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Although it is for the Congress
to decide on the mechanics and
timeline to pursue the matter, the
Administration is understood to
have requested action before
May-end. By then, the US plans to
approach the 45-nation Nuclear
Suppliers Group to grant similar
exemption to India, thus clearing
the decks for implementation.

Given the divergent views wit-
hin the Congress, it is unclear
how fast the proposal will travel
through the two principal com-
mittees and then the two cham-
bers. But the Administration ap-
pears hopeful that the measure
will secure approval, given the
surge-of opinion in favour of a
strategic relationship with India.

As Richard Boucher, the assis-
tant secretary of state for South
and Central Asia, put it during an
interaction with Indian and Pak-
istani journalists on Thursday:
“This is an issue which is not go-
ing to divide up on partisan li-
nes... both Houses, understand
that the new relationship with In-
dia is very important to the US.”

“There will be questions raised
on whether this is the right way
to do it for non-proliferation. I
think we have answers to those
questions and will find the sup-
port we need”, Boucher said.

Congressional sources say the
two high-power committees will
hold hearings to consider the Ad-
ministration’s case and the se-
paration plan that has been
agreed to.
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IREA § Moscow plan to allo

e

w Tehran to run 20 centrifuges opposed

Russia and West split '
+ over Iran nuclear issue

AGENCIES
VIENNA,MARCH7

STRONG US opposition ap-

peared close to sinking a

Russian initiative that would

leave Iran with a small-scale

uranium enrichment programme, diplo-

‘mats said on Tuesday as Moscow and

Washington struggled to find common

ground on what to do about Tehran’s nu-
clear ambitions.

One of the diplomats, who spoke out-
side a meeting of the International Atomic
Energy Agency’s 35-nation board, said
Germany remained open to the proposal,
which would allow the Iranians to run 20
uranium enriching centrifuges domesti-
cally while ceding control of large-scale en-
richment to Moscow on Russian soil.

OnMonday US Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice called IAEA director Mo-
hammad ElBaradei and according to an
administration official who was briefed on
the conversation.

Rice’s call came after ElBaradei sug-
gested to reporters that the standoff with
Iran could be resolved in a week or so, ap-
parently an allusion to the Russian pro-
posal. Washington’s strategy is to get past
the meeting of the IAFA that opened on
Monday and, under a resolution passed by
the agency’s board in February, have the
issue turned over to the United Nations
Security Council immediately. But offi-
cials clearly fear that the Russian propasal
isintended to slow that process.

American officials said they had been
assured by the Russians that there wasno
formal proposal on the tabie. The Russian
foreign minister, Sergey V Lavrov, had
dinner in Washington on Monday evening
with Rice and the national security adviser,
Stephen Hadley, and he is scheduled to
meet Bush in the Oval Office on Tuesday.

Under the Russian proposal, Iran would
temporarily suspend all uranium enrich-
ment activities at its facility at Natanz but
then be allowed to do what Russia de-

IAEA chalrman Yuklya Amano of Japan talks to Iran’s representative to the UN

Mohammad Mehdi Akhondzadeh Bastl at Vienna on Monday. AP

'UN must compensate Iran’

» TEURAN: President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad has called on the UN nuclear agencyto
compensate lranfor suspending its nuclear
activities since 2003, state television re-
ported on Tuesday.

Ahmadinejad made the call before the JAEA
began a second day of talks in Vienna that
willinclude Iran's nuclear programme, “The
IAEA now has to compensate iran for caus-
ing-damage to the development of its sci-
ence, technology and economy” due to the
suspension of nuclear activities, the televi-
sion quoted Ahmadinejad. —AP

scribes as “limited research activities” in
Iran’s uranium enrichment programme,
said the European officials

- Iran would have to agree to a morato-
rium on production of enriched uranium
onan industrial scale for between seven to
nine years, ratify additional measures that
let the nuclear agency conduct intrusive in-
spections of its nuclear facilities and cre-

INDIAM: EXPRESS

L.

ate ajoint venture with Russia on the pro-
duction of enriched uranium on Russian
soil, the officials said. The proposal, which
has not been made public, spurred ElBa-
radei to give an upbeat assessment about a
possible swift resolution of the impasse
over Iran’s programme, an official famil-
iar with his thinking said.

In a tonal shift, ElBaradei said Iran
had made concessions on some issues.
Calling Iran’s activities at its uranium en-
richment plant at Natanz “the sticking
point,” he added, “That issue is still be-
ing discussed this week, and I still hope
that in the next week or so that agree-
ment could still be reached.”

In an interview on Monday evening,
Nicholas Burns, the under secretary of
state for political affairs, said the admin-
istration would reject any proposal that
did not require the Iranians to stop do-
mestic nuclear enrichment and repro-
cessing activities.

—With The New York Timegs
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Iran Maintains Defiant Stance as Atomic Agency
Takes Case

By NAZILA FATHI

TEHRAN, March 5 — Iran on Sunday reiterated its warning that it would begin making nuclear fuel on
an industrial scale if the United Nations nuclear agency decided to send its case to the Security Council
in its meeting on Monday.

The warning came a day before the start of a meeting of the International Atomic Energy Agency, which
will decide whether to send Iran's case to the Security Council for possible punitive actions.

The agency had demanded last month that Iran suspend its research and development program before
the agency's meeting this week. But Iran brushed off the demand. The current Iranian program produces
enriched uranium on a small scale. Enriched uranium can be used to make nuclear fuel; highly enriched
uranium can be used to make nuclear weapons.

“If Iran's nuclear dossier is referred to the U.N. Security Council. uranium enrichment will be resumed,"
Iran's top nuclear negotiator, Ali Larijani, said at a news conference, referring to large-scale enrichment.
"Nuclear research and development are part of Iran's national interests and sovereignty and we will not
give them up."

“We will not accept the suspension of our research program," he said, "but we are willing to hold off on
large-scale enrichment for a short period of time to remove concerns."

"This is our last proposal to end this standoff," he added.

European negotiators rejected the same proposal on Friday when Mr. Larijani offered it at a meeting in
Vienna. "Europe will not accept such an offer because even a research program can give Iran the
capability to develop nuclear weapons," said a Western diplomat in Tehran, speaking on condition of
anonymity under diplomatic rules.

Justin Higgins, a State Department spokesman, said on Sunday, "This is only the latest in a long series
of unhelpful statements and gestures that [ran has made with regard to its nuclear program.”

Iran has so far rejected all international proposals for it to abandon its nuclear research program,
including one made by Russia last week for uranium to be enriched by Russia on Russian soil and the
fuel shipped back to Iran. The Russian proposal was backed by the United States and China.

[ran has warned that any sanctions against it could affect oil prices. But Mr. Larijani said Iran, which is

OPEC's second-largest oil producer, would not use "oil as a weapon” because it respected the
psychological security of the international community.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/06/international/middleeast/06iran.html?_r=1&oref=slogi... 3/6/2006
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"But naturally if they change the situation that will automatically be affected, t00," he warned, saying
sanctions themselves, without any action by Iran, would affect prices.

He added that "sanctions will not affect us much, and some solutions have been thought about for those
which would affect us."

The conservative daily Keyhan reported Sunday that a spy who had passed information to Americans
about Iran's nuclear program for the past 10 years had been arrested. It said the man, who was not
identified, had been arrested once before on the same charges but was released after he expressed regret.

The newspaper reported that another person accused of spying, an employee of the state
telecommunication company, had been arrested and charged with selling fiber-optic telecommunications
plans to the United States.

Tough Talk From Bolton on Iran

WASHINGTON, March S (Reuters) — John R. Bolton, the American ambassador to the United
Nations, said Sunday that Iran faced "painful consequences" if it continued secret nuclear activities, and
he said the matter would become more difficult to resolve if the international community did not

confront it.

Mr. Bolton also reaftirmed that the United States would use "all tools at our disposal” to thwart Iran's
nuclear program and was already "beefing up defensive measures."

"The Iran regime must be made aware that if it continues down the path of international isolation, there
will be tangible and painful consequences,” he told 4,500 delegates to the convention of the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee, the leading pro-Israel lobbying group.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML | Help | Cont

hitp://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/06/international/middleeast/06iran.html? r=1&oref=slogi... 3/6/2006
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BUranlfalls

N
VIENNA, WMarch 3. _
Talks between European
Union negotiators and Iran
over its nuclear ambitions
broke up today without any

| .
| agreement, pa the way
f for potential SlﬁgS&udw
Council action against Teh-
€ran as early as next week.

I “Unfortunately we were
| not able to reach an agre-
| ement,” French foreign
| minister Mr Philippe Do-
| uste-Blazy said. He said
| the EU coatinues to dem-
| and “full and complete
| ion” of uranium
mTent and related
| activities that have fed

| The sides met for just
| over two hours. The talks
; tookplaoejusttineedays
| before a meeting of thel
| IAEAs 35-nation board.
| It put the UNSC on alert
| on 4 February after Iran
| refused to suspend enrich-
| ment. — AP |
I
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IAEA says no ewdence of,

Iranian n
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-Weapons

plan "

Report likely to influence agency’s Vienna meet

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: As the countdown for a
crucial meeting on Iran on
March 6 gets under way, the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) has revealed that
it has not found any evidence
that Teheran had diverted mate-
rial towards making atomic
weapons,

In its report which has been
circulated to its 35 board mem-
bers, the IAFA said that its three
years of investigations had not
shown “any diversion of nuclear
material to nuclear weapons or

other nuclear explosive de-
vices”, the Associated Press re-
ported.

Cooperation sought

However, it called upon Iran
to substantially increase its
cooperation with the IAEA in-
spectors as the agency has not
been able “to conclude that
there are no undeclared nuclear
materials or activities in Iran.”

Without heightened coopera-
tion, the agency would be unable
to establish whether some of
Iran’s past nuclear activities un-
der wraps were not linked to the

Atul Aneja

DUBAI: The moderating
influence of Mohammad
ElBaradei, the chief of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
appears visible in the report
on Iran that was circulated
among the grouping’s board
members on Monday.
Analysts point out that
Mr. ElBaradei’s efforts to
buffer a confrontation
between Iran with the
United States and the
European Union (E.U) had
become apparent earlier in
February, when he urged key
Western states to be more
accommodative of Iran’s
position. Advocating that
Iran be allowed small scale
enrichment, officials close to
Mr. ElBaradeiwere quoted

ElBaradei plays peace-maker

by Reuters news agency in a
mid-February report as
saying, “Natanz [Teheran’s
pilot enrichment plant] is
Iran’s bottomline, a
sovereignty issue, a reality
we may have to deal with.”
Iran has also been sending
conciliatory signals. An
Iranian website Aftabnews
reported that Iran’s
Expediency Council head,
Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, met 11 Grand
Ayatollahs at the seminary
in Qom on January 29 to
discuss the nuclear issue. A
day later, the Persian
language daily Keyhan gave
details about a six-point
proposal that had been
handed over to the
Europeans by Iranian
negotiator Javad Vaedi in
order to defuse the crisis.

THE i

manufacture of nuclear weap-
ons. [ranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki who has
been visiting Japan said, “They
(IAEA) could not find evidence
which shows that Iran has di-
verted from its peaceful purpos-
es of nuclear activities in Iran.”
The report is likely to strongly
influence the March 6 meeting
in Vienna where the IAEA board
is expected to discuss the future
course of action on Iran.

On February 4, the board had
decided to report Iran’s case to
the U.N. Security Council, which
can take action against Iran, in-
cluding the imposition of eco-
nomic sanctions.

Buoyed by the report, Iran is
rushing the head of its Supreme
National  Security Council
(SNSC) Ali Larijani to Russia for
another round of talks.

A Russian delegation led by
Sergei Kiriyenko held talks with
Iran over the weekend.

These discussions had revolv-
ed around the establishment of a
joint venture facility in Russia,
which would produce enriched
uranium for generating electric-
ity.

That meeting produced an
“agreement in principle” on this
subject.

However, later, differences
appear to have surfaced on an-
other issue — on whether Iran
would be allowed to operate a
small-scale enrichment plant for
research purposes.

The IAEA report said that
Iran had begun enrichment us-
ing 10 centrifuges — a move
which can result in the produc-
tion of only minute quantities of
enriched uranium.
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Under pressure, Iran

w

REUTERS
TEHRAN | FEBRUARY "

RAN may reconsider its
membership of the nu-
clear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) if it feels
its enemies are using the ac-
cord to put unfair pressure on
it, President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad said on Saturday.
“The Islamic Republic’s
policy has been to follow its
nuclear efforts in the frame-
work of the (International
Atomic Energy) Agency and
the NPT” he told a huge
crowd on the anniversary of
the 1979 Islamic revolution.
“However, if we find out
they are going to take advan-
tage of these regulations to
destroy the rights of the Iran-
ian people, you should know
that the Iranian nation will re-
consider its policy,” he added.
Western nations have suc-
cessfully pushed for Iran to
be reported to the UN Secu-
rity Council for failing to con-
vince the world its atomic sci-
entists are working
exclusively on power stations
and not bombs.
The crowd voiced its ap-
proval of Ahmadinejad’s re-

marks with chants of “Nu--

clear technology is our
inalienable right.”

But the President said
Iran was not going to make a
sudden withdrawal from the
NPT, as North Korea did.“We
would still like to be patient,
so do not try to wear down

Iranian President Mahmoud Amdiejad, dlrs a
speech in a ceremony marking 27th anniversary of the
nation's Islamic Revolution at the Azadi Square in Tehran. AP

our patience,” he said.

Russia and Iran will hold
talks next week to see if any
headway can be made on a
Russian proposal that
Moscow should enrich
Tehran’s uranium, thereby
allaying fears that atomic
fuel could be diverted for
use in weapons.

But Ahmadinejad
strongly suggested such pro-
posals were not
workable.“You are telling us
not to produce our nuclear
fuel and that you are going to
produce it somewhere else
instead and then give it back

to us. Wow. Do you think we -

believe you?” he said.
“You have deprived our

v'm".'\}(’;\l IND,

country of spare parts for
passenger planes for 27
years. What's the guarantee
you will provide our nuclear
fuel tomorrow?” he added.
The President adopted a
defiant stance in the face of
economic sanctions which
the UN Security Council
could impose on Iran. “They
will not sell us things. Very
well then, don’t. The young
people here have attained
technology on nuclear power
and stem cells with their bare
hands. So they will be defi-
nitely be able to provide their
own daily requirements.”
Meanwhile former Iran-
ian President Mohammad
Khatami defended his coun-

)\P “*QS

. puts NPT at stake

try’s nuclear programme on
Saturday and, singling out Is-
rael, said the West should fo-
cus its pressure on building a
nuclear-free Middle East.

The UN’s atomic watch-
dog, the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), voted last weekend
to report Iran to the UN Se-
curity Council over its nu-
clear programme.

“It would have been very
good if the international
community, especially the
Europeans and the IAEA,
would make efforts to have a
nuclear-free region in the
Middle East,” Khatami told
reporters on the sidelines of
a conference in the
Malaysian capital.

“But instead of focusing
their efforts on achieving a
nuclear-free Middle East,
they have focused their ef-
forts on Iran, who only
wants peaceful nuclear
technology,” he said.

Khatami, a moderate
whose eight-year term ended
last year, said Iran was being
unfairly targetted.

“Today, some countries
in the Middle East as well
as Asia have nuclear
weapons, the biggest of
which is Israel,” he said.

“Iran neither has nuclear
weapons nor wants to de-
velop nuclear weapons. Thus
pressure on Iran to relinquish
its right to nuclear technol-
ogy is an unfair and unjust
pressure,” added Khatami.
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Opinion - News Analysis
A messy compromise on Iran !

Siddharth Varadarajan

Reporting Teheran to the Security Council but deferring action till March will neither still
Washington's appetite for confrontation nor make a diplomatic solution more likely.

IN REACHING agreement among themselves to report Iran to the United Nations Security
Council for failing to comply with previous resolutions of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), the P-5 countries and Germany have let the Manmohan Singh Government
oft the hook. If there is consensus in the February 2-3 IAEA Board of Governors (BoG)
meeting on a draft resolution reporting Iran, India need simply go along. And even if Cuba,
Venezuela, and one or more non-aligned countries refuse to support the resolution, the
probable affirmative votes of Russia and China will likely provide the United Progressive
Alliance Government with enough of a cushion to weather any domestic political criticism.

After Monday's meeting of Britain, China, Russia, France, Germany, and the United States,
the numbers in favour of an affirmative vote in the 35-member BoG will be higher than what
prevailed last September. Having facilitated that original vote — which found Iran in non-
compliance with its safeguards obligations — India has reverted to being a minor player
whose views matter little to the Iranians and even less to the P-5. In any event, now that the
Big Five have decided on a certain course of action, there is precious little any country or
group of countries can really do to stand in the way at this stage of the game at least.

Russia and China, which had hitherto been opposed to reporting Iran to the UNSC, have
taken a pragmatic decision to step back. Their intention, presumably, is to fight another day.,
in a battleground where they can exercise their veto power.

In India, the debate over the Manmohan Singh Government's vote against Iran last
September was so polarised that it was often forgotten that the stakes were much higher than
merely the security of gas supplies or the fate of the civil nuclear cooperation agreement
with the U.S. Today, what has to be grasped by everyone is that the U.S. is hell-bent on
setting the stage for a military conflict with Iran. And that the course and outcome of such a
conflict will have consequences even more disastrous for our region than the Iraq war so far.

The compromise struck in London on Monday only pushes back by a month the timetable
by which this tragedy will be enacted. It has been decided that the Board of Governors will
report Iran to the Security Council this week but the latter will not take up the matter for
active consideration until after JAEA Director General Mohammed el-Baradei presents his
latest report on Iran to the BoG in the first week of March. There is one last safety valve put

4/13/2006
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in by Russia and China: They insisted, and the U.S. and its allies agreed, that the Security
Council should also "await... any Resolution from the March meeting [of the [AEA Board],
before deciding to take action to reinforce the authority of the IAEA process."

On paper at least, this means the Security Council will not act even in March without
explicit authorisation from another IAEA resolution. It remains to be seen how this clause is
incorporated into the draft resolution to be circulated to the IAEA Board on F ebruary 2.

Last September, the compromise reached with India and other countries was that while Iran
would be held non-compliant, the timing of the Security Council report would be decided
later. The compromise today is that while Iran will be reported, the timing of any Security
Council action would be decided later.

U.S." gameplan

Each time it appeases Washington's relentless pressure on Iran, the international community
is being made to climb higher and higher up a ladder whose final rungs can only be
sanctions and war. This is precisely the route the U.S. followed against Iraq in its quest to
effect regime change there. Its war of attrition using sanctions, inspections, no-fly-zones, air
strikes, and impossible ultimatums lasted 12 years before ending finally in an invasion that
surprised no one.

In a candid speech to the Arms Control Association in Washington last week, Hans Blix,
former head of the U.N. Monitoring and Verification Commission (UNMOVIC), repeated a
charge he has made before that the U.S. was never really interested in weapons inspections
in Iraq. "My belief is that if we had been allowed to continue to carry out inspections for a
couple of months more, we would then have been able to go to all the sites which were
given by intelligence, and since there weren't any weapons of mass destruction, we would
have reported that there weren't any." However, even with such a report, David Ruppe of the
Global Security Newswire quoted him as saying, war probably would not have been averted
as "there was a certain momentum behind it."

Is there a lesson in all this for the world to learn as the Iran crisis slowly unfolds? Mr. Blix
certainly thinks there is. "Today, I think [ worry about the spin and momentum on Iran," he
said. And well he might. The U.S. is not unaware that there exists a resolution of the Iranian
parliament, the Majlis, demanding that Iran withdraw its temporary acceptance of the
Additional Protocol as soon as the IAEA refers its case to the Security Council. Iran is a
highly politicised and polarised society and there is every likelihood that MPs will demand
implementation of this resolution once the [AEA Board votes the way the U.S. wants it to.
What would happen once Iran withdraws from the Additional Protocol, joining, in the
process, the 106 countries who have yet to sign that document? IAEA inspectors would no
longer be able to visit sites outside of those facilities that are already safeguarded.

If indeed Iran has built clandestine nuclear facilities — as Britain and the U.S. believe —
there cannot be a worse outcome from the non-proliferation perspective than IAEA
inspectors losing their "go as you please' pass. However, in a perverse way, this is precisely
what the Bush administration is hoping Iran will do. For once IAEA inspectors lose the
special access they currently enjoy, this would allow the U.S. to seek yet another escalation
— citing the urgency of regaining access.

4/13/2006
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Is there a way out of this impasse? There is, and that way consists of combing the
continuation of inspections with the development of two compromise packages, one
technical, the other economic. The first would seek to induce Iran to accept a version of
Russia's offshore enrichment proposal that also fulfils Iran's rights as an NPT signatory. The
second package would seek to provide Teheran guarantees against economic sanctions and
military threats. Regardless of what the IAEA Board decides this week, India must join
hands with other countries to insist that the U.S. and its allies not go down the path of
coercion and confrontation.

© Copyright 2000 - 2006 The Hindu
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Russia, China too want Iran reported, UPA tells Left we need to go
with all

Left leaders briefed by Foreign Secy, satisfaction in Delhi on global consensus, IAEA
meets tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHL JANUARY 31 With Russia and China last
night joining the other permanent members of the UN
Security Council—the United States, Britain and
France—to report Iran to the Security Council over its nuclear programme, the
UPA government today told the Left parties that India would have to go along
with this majority view when the IAEA board meets in Vienna on Thursday.

i‘ Manmaohan Singh

CPM'’s Prakash Karat and CPI's D Raja were briefed by Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran in Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's presence this evening.

The meeting was called at short notice after National Security Advisor M K
Narayanan, India’s Ambassador to US Ronnen Sen and Saran discussed the
joint statement of the permanent members, Germany and EU on Iran this
morning. The statement stopped short of any punitive measures and agreed to
wait for IAEA chief Mohammed E! Baradei's report in March before taking any
action.

The major powers agreed that the IAEA Board “should report to the Security
Council its decision on the steps required of {ran”.

While demanding specific steps from Iran, such as suspending enrichment
activity, it also gives Tehran one more chance to comply with its legal
obligations.

"he joint statement said, “the Security Councit should await the Director
General's report to the March meeting of the IAEA Board, which would include
a report on the implementation of the February Board's Resolution, and any
Resolution from the March meeting, before deciding to take action to reinforce
the authority of the IAEA process.”

The fact that China and Russia are now part of a growing consensus that lran
must be reported to the UNSC will make it extremely difficult for the Left to tie
down the diplomatic establishment on the vote issue.

For now, Karat only said: “There will be no immediate need for a vote on
February 2. The issue can be referred to Security Council without the need for
a vote”

But PM’s media advisor Sanjaya Baru said that the Left parties had been
asked to reconsider their position on lran. "The new scenario certainly has an
influence on India’s position... which will depend on the text of the resolution.

http://www.indianexpress.com/res/web/ple/print.php?content 1d=87041
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~ast time (September 24, 2005) on the EU resolution, China and Russia
abstained. Now all are together. Vote will happen if there is no consensus.
There India will decide on the basis of its national interest,” Baru said.

There is a quiet satisfaction in South Block that an international consensus is
finally at hand. While a vote cannot be ruled out at this stage, the agreement
among the major powers in London today strongly suggests that the IAEA
might well be in a position to act against Iran on the basis of consensus

The Government is also pleased that its decision last September to vote
against Iran has been vindicated by the developments since then.

Iran has further isolated itself by resuming uranium enrichment activity and
rejecting a proposal, also from Russia, that would have let Tehran pursue a
civilian nuclear energy programme in return for abandoning its enrichment

programme.

While iranian officials have responded with bluster against the emerging
international consensus, its diplomatic options are getting narrower. Ali
Larijani, Iran’s top nuclear negotiator, said any reporting or referral to the
UNSC would mark “the end of diplomacy”.

Despite the outrage across the political spectrum, the Government's
judgement last September that the new regime in Iran was making a huge
error in embarking on a nuclear confrontation with the world has turned out to
be right.

While domestic debate on Iran has been presented as one more case of the
“Third World versus the West", the Government's intelligence was fully aware
of Iran’s ambitious nuclear weapon programme.

Unlike the Left parties, the Government also rightly assessed that the current
franian leadership is somewhat out of touch with global realities. iran’s
inadequate appreciation of the consequences of its actions has pushed a
frustrated Russia into putting Tehran on notice.

Russian media today quoted Foreign minister Sergei Lavrov as saying that
Russian and Chinese diplomats, representing all the major powers, would

soon travel to Tehran to persuade the regime there to cooperate with the IAEA.

JRL: http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=87041
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Tehran, Feb. 5 (Agencies): A
defiant Iran today ended snap
UN checks of its nuclear sites
and said it was resuming ura-
nium enrichment, a day after
being reported to the Security
Council over concerns it is
building nuclear weapons.

However, the foreign min-
istry left the door ajar for
talks. “The door for negotia-
tions is still open,” foreign
ministry spokesman Hamid
Reza Asefisaid.

Diplomats warned that
any defiant response from
Tehran could escalate the dis-
pute over the nuclear ambi-
tions of the world’s fourth
biggest oil exporter. Tehran in-
sists it needs nuclear technolo-
gy only to generate electricity.

“Iran has stopped all vol-
untary measures that it under-
took in the past two-and-a-half
to three years,” foreign minis-
ter Manouchehr Mottaki told
a news conference ‘“We have
no commitment to the Addi-
tional Protocol any more.”

Iran’s main measure was
the suspension of uranium en-
richment. If enriched to alow
level, uranium can be used in
power stations. If enriched
further to weapons-grade, it
can be used in warheads.

Iran signed the Additional
Protocol to the nuclear Non-

Tran deiviant
Mﬁutt Iks

" door ajar

Proliferation Treaty in 2003,
thereby allowing short-notice
inspections of its atomic sites.

President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad delivered a state-
ment to the people of Iran,
read out by a newscaster on
state television today, explain-
ing why the country needed
atomic technology.

“The range of applications
of this science is so wide in
fields such as industry, medi-
cine, agriculture, environ-
ment and energy that it is im-
possible to reach high econom-
ic and social targets without
it,” he said.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency voted yester-
day to report Iran to the Secu-
rity Council, but the top UN
body will take no action until
an [AEA report on Iran is de-
livered in March.

Ahmadinejad said nothing
could deflect Tehran's pursuit
of atomic know-how. “Our en-
emies cannot do a damn thing.
We do not need you at all. But
you are in need of the Iranian
nation.”

But foreign ministry
spokesman Asefi said Tehran

would have talks with Moscow

on February 16. He added the
timing of Iran's resumption of
a full atomic fuel cycle re-
mained uncertain.
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N’\
he International Atomic Energy Agt.yﬁcy' s decision
to report Iran to the U.N. Security Council has
opened a new and dangerous chapter in the crisis
sparked by Western insistence that Teheran aban-
don its legitimate rights to the civilian nuclear fuel cycle.
Saturday’s vote by the IAEA Board of Governors has already
led to a deterioration in the situation. In line with a law
passed by its Parliament, Iran has ended its voluntary adher-
ence to the Additional Protocol and announced an end to its
self-imposed suspension of full-scale uranium enrichment.
Once these two announcements are operationalised, IAEA
inspectors will lose their ability to conduct spot checks at
facilities and locations not covered by standard safeguards.
Ifat all there are undeclared nuclear activities on the territo-
ry of Iran, the wider access granted by the Additional Proto-
col was the way to uncover these. As for the Russian offer of
jointly operated enrichment facilities, this window for com-
promise can also now be assumed to have closed for all
practical purposes. The fact that the United States and its
allies have precipitated a situation where the protocol no
longer obtains can only mean one of two things. They either
do not believe their own rhetoric about Iran possessing
illegal facilities, or they have a better way of uncovering or
neutralising the same. It is no secret that Washington be-
lieves that the better way is sanctions and the use of force.
Holding in abeyance for a month any action by the Security
Council is neither here nor there since the U.S. now has the
upper hand.
Even if the IAEA is able to answer the outstanding ques-
! tions surrounding the extent of Iran’s research work on the
P-2 centrifuge between 1995 and 2002, the fact that [ran has
refused to accept any of the five demands made by the Board
; of Governors in its February 4 resolution will inevitably
/ pave the way for punitive action. The demands themselves
are ultra vires, in that they have no bearing whatsoever on
the IAEA’s legal competences under its statute or Iran’s
obligations under the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty and
its safeguards agreement. That the Manmohan Singh Gov-
ernment has chosen to give in to Washington’s blackmail on
the civilian nuclear cooperation front by voting for a resolu-
tion that is flawed in law and suspect in intent is bad enough.
Worse is that it has ended up endorsing something equally
pernicious: the five permanent Security Council members’
act of arrogating to themselves the right to decide — behind
closed doors - the fate of other countries and international
organisations. India’s inability to analyse the emerging real-
ities and its readiness to get on the U.S. bandwagon do not
advance its claims to big power status. With the world’s big
powers appeasing Washington’s desire for a confrontation
with Iran, the Manmohan Singh Government may not be in
a position to stave off the inevitable. But the least it could
have done is to have refused to back a resolution whose only
effect will Jfe the initiation of a new conflict on India’s
doorstep /
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Iran referred to Security

Py enrmemeot |

Iran says it will move ahead on full-scale uranium enrichment

VIENNA: The United Nations nu-
clear watchdog, the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency, voted
on Saturday to report Iran to the
U.N. Security Council over fears
Teheran was developing atomic
weapons, in an historic move
that opens the door to punitive
action.

Iran reacted sharply, saying it
would move ahead immediately
on full-scale uranium enrich-
ment, which it had suspended as
a confidence-building gesture,
and limit JAEA inspections. En-
richment makes nuclear reactor
fuel but also atom bomb materi-
al.

U.S. satisfied

The United States expressed
satisfaction with the decision.

“Saturday’s vote sends Iran a
very clear and unmistakable
message that they need to abide
by their international obliga-
tions and to heed the call of the
international community,”
State Department spokesman
Sean McCormack told AFP.

The resolution passed by
27-3, with five abstentions, a ma-
jority US ambassador Gregory
Schulte called “overwhelming:™*

One month’s time

The resolution put off any
U.N. action against Iran for at
least a month, to give time for
diplomacy until the next IAEA
meeting here in March.

But in a last-minute text
change it mandated the board to
“immediately thereafter (the
March 6 board meeting) convey”
areportand assessment by IAEA
chief Mohamed ElBaradei on
Iran to the Council.

The transmission of this re-
port would clear the way for the
Council to take action that is ex-
__pected first to be a statement
urging Iranian cooperation, with
sanctions a possibility later on.

Mr. Schulte said the idea was
to get Iran to yield to IAEA calls
to suspgnd all uranium enrich-
m;?zﬂéivities and to cooperate
fully with IAEA inspectors, not

MAKING A POINT: [ran’s Ambassador to the International Atomic Energy Agency, Ali
Asgar Soltanieh, interacting with the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the
Agency, Yukiya Amano, before the IAEA session in Vienna on Saturday. - PHOTO: AFP

to punish the Islamic republic.

The IAEA has been inyestigat-
ing Iran for three years on U.S.
charges that it is hiding nuclear
weapons developmemk but has
reached no conclusions.

The goal is “to add the Coun-
cil’s weight . .. for Iran to choose
a course of cooperation and ne-
gotiation over a course of con-
frontation,” Mr. Schulte said.

Chinese ambassador Wu Hai-
long said his country did not see
the resolution as allowing for
UN punitive action but Mr.
Schulte said it incorporated a
September IAEA resolution that

¥ 5FEB /006

found Iran in non-compliance
for hiding nuclear activities for
almost two decades, a finding
that requires the current report
to the Security Council.

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel told a security confer-
ence in Munich that Iran had
“overstepped the mark” with its
nuclear programme, while U.S.
Defence  Secretary  Donald
Rumsfeld said the world “did not
want a nuclear Iran”.

‘Politically motivated’

But “our government has to
implement full-scale enrich-

b4

ment,” Javad Vaidi;a member of
Iran’s supreme national security
council and head of the Iranian
delegation to the IAEA meeting,
told reporters, saying the Ira-
nian parliament had passed a
law requiring this to be done if
referral took place.

MTr. Vaidi said the “resolution
is politically motivated since it is
not based on any legal or tech-
nical grounds.”

The vote at the JAEA’s 35-na-
tion board of governors was de-
layed when Egypt insisted on
adding a clause implying that Is-
rael should give up its alleged

Council

S| L—"

atomic weapons.

The U.S. finally accepted a
wording calling for a Middle
East zone free of “weapons of
mass destruction” instead of just
nuclear arms, as this lifted the
exclusive focus on Israel, a diplo-
mat said.

Cuba, Syria and Venezuela,
which all have disputes with the
United States, voted against it,
while Algeria, Belarus, Indone-
sia, Libya and South Africa ab-
stained.

Key non-aligned states Brazil,
Egypt and India voted for it.

The five permanent Security
Council members — Britain,
China, France, Russia and the
United States — and Germany
had closed ranks over the resolu-
tion. Unlike the IAEA, the Secu-
rity Council has enforcement
powers.

The text is a compromise be-
tween the U.S. desire for imme-
diate Security Council action
and Russia’s demand for time for
more diplomacy.

Russia, a key trade partner of
Iran, hopes the crisis can be de-
fused without the Security
Council imposing sanctions.

Moscow is sponsoring a com-
promise proposal for Iran to car-
ry out uranium enrichment in
Russia so that the Iranians do
not master this technology
which is considered a “breakout
capacity” for making atomic
weapons.

But Mr. Vaidi told Iranian
state television that Iran may no
longer even consider the Rus-
sian proposal. :

Despite the IAEA call for Iran
to suspend nuclear fuel work,
Teheran pressed ahead in Janu-
ary with preparations for urani-
um enrichment, after having in
August resumed uranium con-
version that makes the feedstock
gas for enrichment. — AFP

Reactions: Page 12
Text of 1AEA resolution on
www.thehindu.in




VIENNA: The International Atom-
ic Energy Agency has put off a
decision on whether to send Iran
| to the United Nations Security
I Council over fears it was devel-
oping a nuclear weapon, with an
[ emergency session put off to Sat-
| urday, an agency spokesman
. said. “The meeting will not take
} place on Friday and will resume
j at 10:00 am. on Saturday,” the
| spokesman said. He did not give
|
I

| areason for the delay.
| The TAEA’s 35-nation board
} of governors opened a meeting

i here on Thursday and had been
\ due to resume on Friday.

Demands by some non-

aligned countries to include
mention of a Middle East nucle-
ar-weapons-free zone in the res-
olution are complicating talks
on sending the issue to the
Council, diplomats said on Fri-
day. “Once this is in terms of the
Security Council, things are en-
tirely different. The Security
Council has already made a
statement on the nuclear-weap-
ons-free zone,” a diplomat said,

[ explaining why Arab countries
' , wanted mention of the zone in-

| cluded. The diplomat was refer-

‘ J ring to UN statements such as

|

|

|

UN resolution 687, made in 1991
on a ceasefire between Iraq and

(o 4 FEE 008

TAEA puts oﬂ;

meeting

Session to resume today

z\\/

* Demand to include
mention of a nuclear-
weapons-free zone

o U.S. worried Iran will
take advantage

Kuwait. The Security Council
has enforcement powers, unlike
the TAEA.

The non-aligned diplomats
want the zone tobe mentioned if
Iran is to be reported to the
Council but the United States
opposes this, diplomats said.

“The Americans are worried
that once it (mention of a nucle-
ar-weapons-free zone) is there
(in the resolution), it will stay
there forever and allow the Ira-
nians to hide behind it,” avoid-
ing complying with JAEA
demands, another diplomat said.

Diplomats said Egypt was lob-
bying strongly for the zone to be
mentioned. Egypt and other
Arab states regularly bring up
the matter at IAEA general con-
ferences, insisting that Israel,
which is believed to have nuclear
weapons, be part of a general se-
curity framework in the Middle
East that bans atomic weap-
ons.— AFP

THE HINCU
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adjourns -
meeting

Iran’s allies promise to back
anti-Teheran resolution

VIENNA: The board of governors

of the 35-nation International
| Atomic Energy Agency (1AEA)
adjourned until Friday its meet-
ing to decide whether to haul
Iran before the United Nations
Security Council over suspected
atomic weapons work, a spokes-
man said. The board, which be-
gan an emergency meeting on
Thursday, put on hold its delib-
erations to allow further consul-
tations on a European-led
resolution demanding Iran’s re-
ferral to the Security Council
over its nuclear activities.

Iran’s allies, Russia and Chi-
na, have promised to back a reso-
lution to take Teheran to the
Security Council.

“Russia and China have said
they are going to vote for the
resolution” a Western diplomat
said.

A European diplomat said ne-
gotiations among the five per-
manent  Security  Council
nations on a resolution for the
IAFA had been “very construc-
tive.”

Iran had threatened to retal-
iate if it was hauled before the
, Security Council by kick-start-
. ing sensitive fuel cycle work and
blocking international inspec-
tions.

The IAEA has been investigat-
ing Iran for three years, and in
September found the Islamic
Republic in non-compliance
with the Non-Proliferation

Treaty (NPT) for hiding sensi-
tive nuclear activities for 18
years.

Such a finding requires a re-
port to the Security Council but
the IAEA held off on this to give
Iran time to cooperate with a
three-year-old agency investiga-
tion and stop nuclear fuel work.
Instead, Iran moved on January
10 to start uranium enrichment.

“We will not back down”

In Teheran Iran’s hardline
President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad dismissed warnings that his
country faced international iso-
lation because of its nuclear
drive, saying it was the West that
was set to be isolated by Iran.
“Be certain that we will not back
down,” said Ahmadinejad,
branding the Western powers as
“resembling old lions with no
hair or mane, incapable of doing
anything.”

“The West says Iran must not
master civilian nuclear technol-
ogy even though they have nu-
clear technology and build a new
bomb every day,” he was quoted
as saying by the ISNA news
agency.

“No imminent threat”

However, TAEA’s chief Mo-
hamed ElBaradei has said Iran’s
nuclear programme was not an
“imminent threat.” “We are re-
aching a critical phase but it is
not a crisis situation,” he said. —
AFP .

;
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“Day before meet, IAEA
says it has evidence on
Iran’s n-weapons plan

ELAINE SCIOLINO & \
WILLIAM J BROAD Qqq,
VIENNA.FEBRUARYT |, ) /S

THE International Atomic Eneréf
Agency (IAEA) says it has evidence
that suggests links between Iran’s os-
tensibly peaceful nuclear programme
and its military work on high explo-
sives and missiles, according to a re-
port from the agency that was refeased
to member countries on Tuesday and
will be debated on Thursday.

Today, Iran’s president, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, said any decision
taken by the West would have no ef-
fect in Iran’s decisions, according to
the Iranian news agency IRNA, quot-
ing the president during a visit to
Bushehr province. And, Iran’s top nu-
clear negotiator, Ali Larijani, said
some cameras monitoring Iran’s nu-
clear facilities may be removed if Iran
is reported to the security council.

Larijani reiterated that Iran would
sfop implementing the Additional
Protocol of the nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty, which gives UN inspec-
tors greater access to nuclear sites, if
Tehran’s case goes to the top world
body, the agency said. The report will
be debated by the 35 countries that
make up the international agency’s
board when it meets in emergency
session on Thursday to decide
whether Iran should be reported to
the UN Security Council for its nu-
clear activities.

The four-page report, which offi-
cials say was based at least in part on
intelligence provided by the US,
refers to a secretive Iranian entity
called the Green Salt Project, which
worked on uranium processing, high
explosives and a missile warhead de-
sign. The combination suggests a
“military-nuclear dimension,” the

* CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




IAEA says |¢ha§)evide e
on Iran’s n-weapons plan

report said, that if true would
undercut Iran’s claims that
its nuclear programme is
solely aimed at producing
electrical power. The agency
says it has repeatedly con-
fronted Iran with the allega-
tions, which Tehran dis-
missed as “baseless,” adding
that “it would provide fur-
ther clarifications later,” the
report said. Iran also reiter-
ated that all of its nuclear
projects were conducted un-
der the authority of its na-
tional atomic energy agency
and not the military.

The report states that the
country has not been fully co-
operative on all of the out-
standing nuclear issues that
the agency has questioned for
years. That shortcoming
formed the basis of a resolu-
tion by the agency’s board last
fall that Iran was not comply-
ing with its international oblig-
ations under the treaty.

The Green Salt Project de-
rives its name from uranium
tetrafluoride, also known as
greensalt,whichis an interme-
diate product in the conversion
of uranium ore into uranium
hexafluoride—a toxic gas that
can undergo enrichment or
purification into fuel for nu-
clearreactors or bombs.

The report suggests that the
fuel project, the high explo-
sives tests and the design of a
missile re-entry vehicle “ap-
pear to have administrative in-

Larijani at a press meet in
Tehran on Wednesday. AP

terconnections.” It would
seem to be the first time the
agency has publicly suggested
that the fuel production—
which Iran has said s purely for
civilian purposes—was linked
to its military programmes.

The tests of high explosives
are of particular concern: one
of the key challenges in mak-
ing a nuclear weapon is de-
signing the ring of conven-
tional explosives that can be
used to compress the nuclear
material, setting off a nuclear
chain reaction.

It is highly unusual, Western
experts said, for a group of
uranium conversion experts
ostensibly making fuel for nu-
clear reactors to also have ad-
ministrative ties to people do-
ing studies on explosives and

re-entry vehicles, the technical:

name for missile warheads.

“The obvious technical con-
nection is that these are all
central elements of a pro-
gramme to develop nuclear
weapons and delivery capabil-
ity,” said Per F. Peterson, a
professor of nuclear engineer-
ing at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

The alleged bureaucratic
linkage of the various efforts
would make them highly sus-
picious, Peterson said, be-
cause each could be separately
viewed as potentially unre-
lated to nuclear weapons.

‘While the Bush administra-
tion has long argued that Iran
was using its civilian pro-
gramme to hide ambitions tc
build a nuclear weapon, the
agency has always steerec
clear of that accusation. Witl
the report, it has for the firs
time provided evidence di
rectly suggesting that at least
some of Iran’s activities point
to a military project.

The Vienna-based agency
also said in its report that a
15-page document Iran had
allowed it to read described
procedures that would be
useful only in making parts
for nuclear weapons. The
agency for the first time
stated its own conclusions on
the matter and did so quite
bluntly, saying the document
that Iran obtained from the
black market “related to the
fabrication of nuclear
weapon components.”

INDIAN EXPRFSS



DEBATE I What is Iran’s nuke programme for?

Iran says it needs
energy, West demurs

REUTERS
JANUARY 31

RAN’s nucleap devel-
opment drive has
stitred debate about
whether it poses a grave
new risk to world peace and
security. Following are key is-
sues in the debate as the UN
nuclear watchdog agency,
IAEA, prepares to hold a cri-
sis session on Thursday to
weigh a Big Power resolution
to report the matter to the
UN Security Council.
B What is Iran really after?
The Islamic republic says it
wants nuclear energy only to
power its economy. Iran says it
has everyright to it as a signa-
tory to the 1970 nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT),

~which mandates a peaceful

use of atomic energy. West-
ern powers suspect an Iranian
atomic bomb programme is
underway because Tehran
concealed bomb-related nu-
clear research from the IAEA
for 18 years until 2003. Ana-
lysts see the truth in between
Iranian protestations and
Western conclusions. They
believe Iran may be trying to
master the intricate technolo-
gies required for bombs be-
fore deciding whether to ac-
tually build them.

B Does Iran really need nu-
clear technology?

Iran says it needs an alter-
native energy source to oif and
gas, much of which is exported
to earn money. Iran has long
accused Washington of trying
to stunt its development to
preserve dominant US and Is-
raeli power in the Middle
East. Western leaders say Iran
is so rich in fossil fuels that for
it to pursue costly nuclear
technology makes no sense
and the only rationale must be
covert bomb production.

W Would Iran threaten world

Iran’s Oll Minister Kazem
Vazirl at the beginning of a
meeting of oll ministers
at OPEC's Vienna
headquarters on Tuesday
sald, ‘We are not mixing oll
with politics. Iran will not
stop exports.’ Reuters

peace ifit got the bomb?

Washington and EU say it
would, given President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad’s calls
for Israel to be “wiped off the
map”, dismissal of the Holo-
caust as “a myth”, and what
Western officials say is Iran’s
sponsorship of Islamic terror-
ism. Critics of Western policy
suggest Iran may have legiti-
mate security fears enclosed
by countries with US troops
stationed by an administra-
tion wedded to “regime
change” in “enemy” states.
According to this view, a nu-
clear arsenal would assure
iran does not end up like US-
occupied Iraq, and would be
unlikely to unleash nuclear
warheads at Israel because of
the certainty of a devastating
Israeli or US response.
HMWould UN Security Council
action be legal?

The West argues the IAEA
is legally bound to transfer
Iran’s dossier to the Security
Council, saying it is a serial
NPT violator for having cov-
ered up atomic work and de-
layed or evaded inquiries.
They call Iran’s resumption of
nuclear fuel development af-

Westem leaders say
Iranis sorichin
fossil fuels that for it
to pursue costly
nuclear technology
makes no sense and
the only rationale
must be covert
bomb production

ter a two-year moratorium
agreed with the EU a “red
line” justifying referral to the
Council. Iran contends there
is no legal basis for Security
Council referral or sanctions.
Some analysts agree, noting
the JAEA has found no hard
proof Iran is building bombs,
only hints to do so. A London
commentator said it was in-
conceivable that all veto-
wielding Security Council
powers would agree to slap
sanctions on a major oil pro-
ducer “on the mere suspicion
that it ultimately intended to
break the law”.

B Is Iran being fairly treated
by nuclear arbiters?

Non-Westerners perceive a
crisis rife with double stan-
dards. They ask how develop-
ing states would not be moti-
vated to pursue nuclear
prowess when:

The original nuclear pow-
ers—the US, Britain, France,
Russia and China—have
fallen short of NPT commit-
ments to do away with their
arsenals, keeping them as
pillars of security policy and
their predominance on the
world stage.

Israel, India and Pak-
istan—all with good' rela-
tions with the West—re-
fused to join the NPT
secretly developed atomic
bombs and face no pressure
to dismantle them.

INDIAN FXPRFSS
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A messy compromise on Iran

Reporting Teheran to the Security Council but deferring action till March -

will neither still Washington'’s appetite for confrontatlon nor make a

diplomatic solution more likely.

Siddharth Varadarajan

N REACHING agreement among

themselves to report Iran to the Unit-

ed Nations Security Council for failing

to comply with previous resolutions of
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), the P-5 countries and Germany have
let the Manmohan Singh Government off
the hook. If there is consensus in the Febru-
ary 2-3 IAEA Board of Governors (BoG)
meeting on a draft resolution reporting Iran,
India need simply go along. And even if Cu-
ba, Venezuela, and one or more non-aligned
countries refuse to support the resolution,
the probable affirmative votes of Russia and
China will likely provide the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government with enough of a
cushion to weather any domestic political
criticism.

After Monday’s meeting of Britain, China,
Russia, France, Germany, and the United
States, the numbers in favour of an affirma-
tive vote in the 35-member BoG will be high-
er than what prevailed last September.
Having facilitated that original vote — which
found Iran in non-compliance with its safe-
guards obligations — India has reverted to
being a minor player whose views matter
little to the Iranians and even less to the P-5.
In any event, now that the Big Five have
decided on a certain course of action, there is
precious little any country or group of coun-
tries can really do to stand in the way at this
stage of the game at least.

Russia and China, which had hitherto
been opposed to reporting Iran to the UNSC,
have taken a pragmatic decision to step back.
Their intention, presumably, is to fight an-
other day, in a battleground where they can
exercise their veto power.

In India, the debate over the Manmohan
Singh Government’s vote against Iran last
September was so polarised that it was often
forgotten that the stakes were much higher
than merely the security of gas supplies or
the fate of the civil nuclear cooperation
agreement with the U.S. Today, what has to
be grasped by everyone is that the US. is
hell-bent on setting the stage for a military
conflict with Iran. And that the course and
outcome of such a conflict will have conse-
quences even more disastrous for our region
than the Iraq war so far.

The compromise struck in London on
Monday only pushes back by a month the
timetable by which this tragedy will be en-
acted. It has been decided that the Board of
Governors will report Iran to the Security
Council this week but the latter will not take
up the matter for active consideration until
after IAEA Director General Mchammed el-
Baradei presents his lateg seport on Iran to
the BoG in the first week of March. There is
one last safety valve put in by Russia and
China: They insisted, and the U.S. and its
allies agreed, that the Security Council
should also “await... any Resolution from the
March meeting [of the IAEA Board], before

deciding to take action to reinforce the au-
thority of the IAEA process.”

On paper at least, this means the Security
Council will not act even in March without
explicit authorisation from another TAEA
resolution. It remains to be seen how this
clause is incorporated into the draft resolu-
tion to be circulated to the IAEA Board on
February 2.

Last September, the compromise reached
with India and other countries was that
while Iran would be held non-compliant, the
timing of the Security Council report would
be decided later. The compromise today is
that while Iran will be reported, the timing
of any Security Council action would be de-
cided later.

U.S.” gameplan

Each time it appeases Washington’s re-
lentless pressure on Iran, the international
community is being made to climb higher
and higher up aladder whose final rungs can
only be sanctions and war. This is precisely
the route the U.S. followed against Iraq in its
quest to effect regime change there. Its war
of attrition using sanctions, inspections, no-
fly-zones, air strikes, and impossible ultima-
tums lasted 12 years before ending finally in
an invasion that surprised no one.

In a candid speech to the Arms Control
Association in Washington last week, Hans

Blix, former hea of the UN. Monitoring
and Verification Commission (UNMOVIC),
repeated a charge he has made before that
the U.S. was never really interested in weap-
ons inspections in Iraq. “My belief is that if
we had been allowed to continue to carry out
inspections for a couple of months more, we
would then have been able to go to all the
sites which were given by intelligence, and
since there weren’t any weapons of mass
destruction, we would have reported that
there weren’t any.” However, even with such
areport, David Ruppe of the Global Security
Newswire quoted him as saying, war prob-
ably would not have been averted as “there
was a certain momentum behind it.”

Is there alesson in all this for the world to
learn as the Iran crisis siowly unfolds? Mr.
Blix certainly thinks there is. “Today, I think
I worry about the spin and momentum on
Iran,” he said. And well he might. The U.S. is
not unaware that'there exists a resolution of
the Iranian parliament, the Majlis, demand-
ing that Iran withdraw its temporary accept-
ance of the Additional Protocol as soon as
the TAEA refers its case to the Security
Council. Iran is a highly politicised and po-
larised society and there is every likelihood
that MPs will demand implementation of
this resolution once the IAEA Board votes
the way the U.S. wants it to. What would
happen once Iran withdraws from the Addi-

- -

What have the P-5 agreed to do?

The Foreign Ministers of Britain, China,
France, Russia, and the U.S,, as well as
Germany, ! have agreed that thlS week’s
IAEA Board of Governors meeting “should
report to the UN Security Council its
decisiogon the steps required from Iran
and ... all TAEA reports and resolutions, as
adopted, relating to this issue.” But they
also agreed that the UNSC “should await
the Director General’s report to the March
meeting of the IAEA Board, which would
include a report on the implementation of
the February Board’s Resolution, and any
Resolution from the March meeting,
before deciding to take action to reinforce
the authority of the IAEA process.”

So in plain English...

They want Iran to be reported this week
but the UNSC will not take up the matter
until sometime in March, which gives one
month for Russia to discuss its enrichment
compromise formula with Iran, and for
Iran to try and clear up the one
outstanding question still remaining with
the IAEA, i.e. the extent of its work on the
P-2 centrifuge.

What will happen now at the IAEA
Board of Governors meeting on

Persian puzzlé: what happens next |

February 2?

There will be a résolution reporting Iran
whose wording is likely to reflect the P-5
statement. But it is not clear how the Non-
aligned group will react. Venezuela and
Cuba, who are members of the Board,
issued a statement last week along with
NAM chair Malaysia rejecting any referral
to the UNSC. So there could still be a vote.
In such an event, Britain and the U.S. are
assuming China and Russia will not
abstain but will vote for referral.

Will India still have to decide what
to do?

If there is a consensus resolution, no.
But if some Board members object and
there is a vote, India would have to choose
between abstaining or voting for a referral.
India has always said it favours the issue
being resolved within the IAEA. As an
independent country it is not bound by
what the P-5 have decided.

What will Iran do?

There is a Majlis, or parliament,
resolution mandating the Iranian
government to withdraw its voluntary
acceptance of the Additional Protocol if
the country’s file is referred to the UNSC.
If that is mvoked the IAEA Would lose its

S
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tional Protocol, joining, in the process, the
106 countries who have yet to sign that doc-
ument? IAEA inspectors would no longer be
able to visit sites outside of those facilities
that are already safeguarded.

Ifindeed Iran has built clandestine nucle-
ar facilities — as Britain and the U.S. believe
— there cannot be a worse outcome from the
non-proliferation perspective than IAEA in-
spectors losing their ‘go as you please’ pass.
However, in a perverse way, this is precisely
what the Bush administration is hoping Iran
will do. For once IAEA inspectors lose the
special access they currently enjoy, this
would allow the U.S. to seek yet another
escalation — citing the urgency of regaining
access.

Is there a way out of this impasse? There
is, and that way consists of combing the
continuation of inspections with the devel-
opment of two compromise packages, one
technical, the other economic. The first
would seek to induce Iran to accept aversion
of Russia’s offshore enrichment proposal
that also fulfils Iran’s rights as an NPT signa-
tory. The second package would seek to pro-
vide Teheran guarantees against economic
sanctions and military threats. Regardless of
what the IAEA Board decides this week, In-
dia must join hands with other countries to
insist that the U.S. and its allies not go down
the path of coercion and confrontation.

\\

right to conduct anything other than
routine inspections of known nuclear
facilities. If there are hidden nuclear
facilities, as the U.S. alleges, it will no
longer be able to search for them.

‘What will the Security Council do?

In dropping their opposition to the Iran
file being sent to the UNSC, Russia and
China probably decided to shift the
diplomatic tug-of-war into an arena where
they have the power of veto. The two are
unlikely to accept economic or energy
sanctions on Iran but minor restrictions
like a travel ban could be imposed.

And then what can Iran do?

Like North Korea, it has the right to
walk out of the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty and end all IAEA supervision. It
would then be free to develop nuclear
weapons if it felt threatened enough.

And the ‘military option’?

The Bush administration has always
said the option of attacking Iran remains
very much on the table.

This sounds like Iragq...

Sooner or later, that’s where things are
heading. Like Iraq, the WMD issue is
probably a cover to push for regime
change.

e




Bigger nuclear weapons will mean less security

Without any public debate, one side’s new missiles give others an excuse to flqut

the non-proliferation treaty.

George Monbiot

N NUCLEAR politics, every action is jus-

tified by the response it provokes. The
United States explains its missile defence
programme by claiming that other states are
developing new weapons systems, which
one day it might need to shoot down. In
response, Russia has activated a new weap-
ons system, the Topol-M, designed to “pene-
trate U.S. anti-missile defences.”

Israel, citing the threat from Iran, insists
on retaining its nuclear missiles. Threat-
ened by them (and prompted, among other
reasons, by his anti-semitism), the Iranian
President says he wants to wipe Israel off the
map, and appears to be developing a means
to do so. Israel sees his response as vindicat-
ing its nuclear programme. It threatens an
air strike, which grants retrospective val-
idity to Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s designs.
And so it goes on. Everyone turns out to be
right in the end.

Today the deadline passes for the only
objection any Briton is likely to be allowed to
make to the latest £100 million of U.K. Gov-
ernment spending on Britain’s nuclear capa-
bility. West Berkshire (local) council is
permitted, on planning grounds, to ask the
Government for a public inquiry into wheth-
er the Orion laser project at Aldermaston,
West Berkshire, should go ahead. The Gov-
ernment is under no obligation to grant it.
No one else has any power to impede the
scheme. The Orion programme seems to be
one of those projects whose purpose will be
determined after it has begun, but it appears
to have something to do with evading the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. It might
help British engineers to design a new gen-
eration of bombs without having to test
them, If so, it will strengthen the suspicion
that the Government is considering not only
replacing the UK.’s existing Trident mis-
siles, but also building an entirely new class
of weapons to accompany them. In 2002, a
spokesman at Aldermaston suggested that
the plant might start building either mini-
nukes or nuclear warheads for cruise
missiles.

Three weeks ago, the British Royal Navy
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» The Orion programme will strengthen suspicion that the U.K. is building an

‘entirely new class of weapons.

» The U.S. has already spent about $60 billlon on “stockpile stewardship.”
e

announced that it is spending £125 million
upgrading the Faslane naval base on the
River Clyde in Scotland. The base houses the
submarines, which carry the U.X.’s Trident
missiles. Like the Orion project, the spend-
ing has been approved before Parliament or
the public has had a chance to decide wheth-
er it is necessary: what it means, in effect, is
that the Trident replacement programme
has already begun.

The U.K. Defence Secretary explains that
a new missile system is necessary because
“some countries” have not been “complying
with their obligations under the non-prolif-
eration treaty.” In response, therefore, the
U.K. will refuse to comply with its obliga-
tions under the Non-proliferation Treaty.
This provides other countries with their jus-
tification for ... well, you've got the general
idea. Last week, France joined the exclusive
club of responsible nations (the UK., the
U.S., and North Korea) that have threatened
other countries with a pre-emptive nuclear
strike. What greater incentive could there be
for the rogue states Jacques Chirac spoke of
to “consider using .. weapons of mass
destruction”?

Unlike the British Parliament, the U.S.
Congress has been permitted to vote on such
matters, and despite a great deal of bellyach-
ing from the administration, has bravely
sought to block a new nuclear weapons pro-
gramme. For two years in a row it has re-
fused to approve the money for George
Bush’s “robust nuclear earth penetrator,” a
mini-nuke that could have reduced the
threshold for first use. But now it seems to
have been duped.

Last year it approved initial funding for
something called the “reliable replacement
warhead” programme. The administration
maintained that this was nothing more than
the refurbishment of &isting nuclear weap-
ons, The legislators chose to believe it. David
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Hobson, a Republican who sits on the House
Appropriations Committee, and has led the
fight against new weapons, was persuaded
that “this is not a sneaky way to get a whole
new powerful warhead type of thing in the
future. We’re not trying to do separate mis-
sions than those the warheads were de-
signed for today.” Ellen Tauscher, a
Democrat who is fiercely opposed to prolif-
eration, insisted “this is about tinkering at
the margins of the existing weapons sys-
tems, nothing more.” The programme would
concentrate on replacing a few non-nuclear
components, such as wires and electronics,
in order to extend their life.

They seemed naive then and they seem
more naive today. The U.S. has already spent
about $60 billion maintaining and refur-
bishing its weapons under a separate pro-
gramme, called “stockpile stewardship.” It
wasn’t easy to see why it needed a new
scheme. Even before the reliable replace-
ment warhead programme had been ap-
proved, the outgoing deputy head of the
Nuclear National Security Administration
(NNSA) had let slip that a new generation of
weapons was “not the primary objective, but
[it] would be a fortuitous associated event.”

The “phystes package”

Now the associated event is beginning to
look like a primary objective. A couple of
weeks ago, the San Francisco Chronicle in-
terviewed the head of the NNSA, Linton
Brookes. “I don’t want to mislead you,” he
admitted. “I will personally be very sur-
prised if we can get the advantages we want
without redesigning the physics package.”

The “physics package” is the nuclear war-
head. He went on to explain that the war-
heads “will require new pits” (the “pit” is the
plutonium core in which the reaction be-
gins). “We are going to need to melt them
down and recast them.” The new warheads

Do e

would be bigger than the eld ones. This is
beginning to look like “a whole new powerful
warhead type of thing.”

Writing in the online magazine OpenDe-
mocracy a few days ago, Professor of Peace
Studies Paul Rogers suggested that an early
candidate for replacement under the new
programme would be America’s Trident
missiles. If this is the case, it “would suit the
British very well, with the prospect of close
collaboration and maybe even the sharing of
some development costs.”

So, without any proper public debate on
either side of the Atlantic, both nations
might have begun developing a new nuclear
weapons programme, which could last for
40 or 50 years. Throughout that period, their
missiles will continue to provide everyone
else with an excuse to flout the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty.

When Iran is referred to the U.N. Security
Council, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will be
able to turn every accusation it makes back
on his accusers. He will insist that the coun-
cil’'s members are asserting a monopoly of
ultimate violence; that while there is as yet
no definitive evidence that he is in breach of
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, no one
can doubt that they are. He will point to
America’s tacit endorsement of Israel’s nu-
clear status and its overt endorsement of
India’s. He will assert that the enforcement
of the global nuclear regime discriminates
against Muslim states. And though he is
wrong about many things, he will be right
aboutall that.

This is not to say that the horripilation
Iran’s nuclear programme inspires is un-
justified; nor is it to claim that no other state
would seek to develop or maintain nuclear
weapons if the official nuclear powers gave
theirs up. But the refusal of the members of
the security council to make any moves to-
wards disarmament, their threats of pre-
emptive bombing and their quiet develop-
ment of new weapons systems guarantees
the failure of both the UN and the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency. Nothing could
make us less secure than the billions we are
spending in the name of security. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2006
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China Backs Talks In Iranian

Standoff Microsoft

Russia's Compromise Plan Endorsed

By Edward Cody Today's Microsoft Office helps you
Washington Post Foreign Service organize your inbox with

Friday, January 27, 2006; A 14 search folders and quick flags.

BEIJING, Jan. 26 -- China endorsed a Russian
compromise proposal for breaking the stalemate
over Iran's nuclear program Thursday and joined

Iran's visiting nuclear negotiator in calling for o A4 Vicosol
patience and more discussions on the Russian Tty Ofﬁce
idea. o

The Chinese stand, issued during talks with Ali
_arijani, secretary of Iran's Supreme National
Security Council, suggested that the idea of having Iran send uranium to Russia for enrichment might
become the common denominator of an agreement on preventing the Iranian government from
developing nuclear weapons, rather than the sanctions envisioned by the Bush administration.

"We oppose impulsively using sanctions or threats of sanctions to solve problems,” the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Kong Quan, told reporters at a regular briefing.

Deputy Secretary of State Robert B. Zoellick had urged the Chinese leadership on Tuesday to join the
United States and other nations in taking urgent steps to make sure Iran does not expand its nuclear
research program into weapons production. China agrees that Iran should not have nuclear weapons, he
said afterward, but differs with Washington over how to prevent it and how fast a solution has to be
found.

Without mentioning the United States or its European allies directly, Quan urged other countries to

pursue a solution to the crisis through more negotiations, and said China's leaders view the Russian

suggestions as a good place to start. Larijani, at a news conference later, said that, in this regard. the
jews of China and Iran were "very close."

"The Russian idea is fruitful, but it needs to be discussed more, and we are in the process of this
negotiation," he said, adding that another round of talks had been scheduled with Russia for mid-

February.

"It needs to be considered in a broader package," he added. "There are different aspects around this idea.
... So we need to be patient."

The United States, France and Britain have said they are running out of patience. They have urged the

International Atomic Energy Agency, at an emergency session scheduled Feb. 2, to refer the Iranian
nuclear standoff to the U.N. Security Council, which could impose sanctions or some other form of

warning.,

Since then, however, President Bush has hailed the Russian suggestion as a promising compromise. And

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/26/AR2006012600884 p... 1/27/2006
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on Thursgiay at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. the head of the TAEA, Mohamed
ElBaradei, said Moscow's plan could offer "the beginning of a solution,” according to the Reuters news
agency.

In Washington on Thursday, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said the time for referral had come.
“The Iranians are doing nothing but trying to throw up chaff . .. and people shouldn't let them get away
with it," she said in an interview with Reuters.

The foreign ministers of the five permanent Security Council members -- the United States, Britain,
Russia, China and France -- plan to gather Monday in London, along with Germany, to lay groundwork
for the IAEA decision.

The crisis atmosphere swelled this month when Iran removed U.N. seals on equipment that can be used
to enrich uranium. The Iranian leadership repeatedly has said it has no intention of making weapons but
retains the right under international conventions to enrich uranium for nuclear energy production.

Larijani has said that if the IAEA does refer Iran to the Security Council, Iran will take the next step and
begin enriching uranium, in effect moving from research to making what could become weapons
material. Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki has warned that such a step would prompt Iran to halt
-ooperation with the IAEA, including its surprise checks at nuclear research sites.

Against that background, Russia offered its compromise proposal, saying Iran could send its uranium to
Russian facilities for enrichment to make sure none is diverted into weapons production.

China, which has veto power in the Security Council, traditionally has shied from the use of sanctions in
international disputes. But Chinese analysts predicted that China would likely abstain in a vote on
sanctions, seeking to maintain its good relations with Washington.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
Advertising Links What's this”?
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Russia, China Want Talks Not Sanctions on Iran
By REUTERS
Filed at 9:02 a.m. ET

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia and China made clear on Tuesday they did not favor U.N. sanctions to
induce Iran to scale back its nuclear program, and Tehran urged the European Union to return to the
negotiating table.

A senior British official dismissed as "'vacuous" the Iranian offer, contained in a letter from Javad
Vaeedi, deputy head of Iran's Supreme National Security Council.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Tehran should first halt all uranium enrichment work.

""Talks presuppose an obligation. The Iranian obligation was to stick to the moratorium,” Lavrov said.
""Now Iran (has departed from) the moratorium on scientific research.”

Britain, France and Germany called off the talks last week after Tehran resumed uranium enrichment
research, deepening Western suspicions that it is bent on acquiring the bomb.

Washington and its EU allies say it is time the U.N. nuclear watchdog agency sent Iran's case to the
U.N. Security Council, which could eventually decide to impose sanctions on Iran.

A senior Iranian official said Tehran's decision to resume nuclear fuel research was legal and
“irreversible.”

Ali Asghar Soltaniyeh, Iranian representative to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), also
‘old the students news agency ISNA that he would meet the agency's chief Mohamed ElBaradei later on
Tuesday to discuss Iran's plans.

An JAEA spokesman could not confirm a meeting was planned.

Soltaniyeh reiterated lran's threat to halt snap IAEA inspections of its nuclear sites if its case goes to the
Security Council.

The senior British official said referral to the Council would not automatically lead to punitive measures.
"*We don't see this leading straight into sanctions," the official told reporters under condition he not be
named. **We want to build gradual, sustained pressure over time. We are not going to New York to

impose punitive economic sanctions.”

Lavrov also said talk of sanctions was premature.

http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/international/international-nuclear-iran.html?fta=y&page...  1/19/2006
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" The question of sanctions against Iran puts the cart before the horse. Sanctions are in no way the best,
or the only, way to solve the problem," he told a news briefing.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said Beijing favored diplomacy, urging all parties to ~“keep
patient and make utmost efforts to resume the negotiations between the EU3 and Iran."

Germany earlier said Council members remained at odds on the Iranian nuclear issue after Monday's
talks in London among the United States, Russia, China, Britain, France and Germany.

However, participants did agree to call an emergency meeting of the IAEA board on February 2.
An Iranian source in Vienna said Iran had written to the EU trio proposing that talks resume
immediately and saying Tehran was ready to "remove existing ambiguities regarding its peaceful
nuclear program through talks and negotiations."

RUSSIAN PROPOSAL

Iran's letter also said it wanted to pursue scheduled talks with Russia over Moscow's proposal to enrich
uranium for Iran in a joint venture to prevent any diversion for military use.

““Iran believes that negotiations with Russia will continue seriously and constructively, and as planned,
they will be on February 16 in Moscow," Vaeedi wrote.

Lavrov said that Russia's offer to enrich uranium for Iran remained on the table. Tehran has previously
sent mixed signals on the idea, which has EU and U.S. support.

German Deputy Foreign Minister Gernot Erler said Iran must keep its promises if it wanted more talks
with the EU3.

" Western states and the Europeans are ready at any time to restart talks, but only if Iran fulfils the
pledges it has made." he said.

French Foreign Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy plans to go to Moscow on Wednesday to discuss Iran's
standoft with the West.

“Iran will be at the top of the agenda," a Foreign Ministry spokesman said, citing the importance of
Russia's stance.

Any Security Council action would need the consent of its five permanent members, including Russia
and China, both wary of jeopardizing their major economic interests in Iran.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Kong Quan said: **We hope the Iranian side can cooperate with
the efforts by the international community to restart the diplomatic negotiations."

China gets about 12 percent of its oil imports from Iran.

Arguing against sanctions, Lavrov said a U.N. embargo against Iraq had failed to change Saddam
Hussein's behavior.

Asked under what conditions Russia would back sending Iran to the Council, he said the IAEA's role

http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/international/international-nuclear-iran.html?fta=y&page...  1/19/2006
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had not been exhausted.

Moscow's $1 billion stake in building Iran's first atomic reactor gives it potential leverage over Tehran.

Copyright 2006 Reuters Ltd. | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML) ' Help | ContactUs | Work for
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Russia and China Demand Iran Freeze Nuclear
Activity, but Reject Referral to U.N.

By ELAINE SCIOLINO and ALAN COWELL

PARIS, Jan. 16 - Russia and China affirmed Monday that Iran must resume its freeze on certain nuclear
activities, but refused a call by the Americans and the Europeans for the issue to be put before the
United Nations Security Council, according to the British Foreign Office and senior European officials.

In one conciliatory gesture, Russia and China agreed not to block a move by France, Britain and
Germany to convene a special session early next month of the 35 nations that make up the board of the
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, according to the officials. At that time, the nations
could decide whether Iran should be referred to the Security Council for possible censure.

The Russian and Chinese positions were laid out during five hours of high-level talks in London that
brought together the five permanent members of the Security Council - the United States, Russia, China,
France and Britain - and Germany in an effort to forge a common position after Iran's resumption last
week of nuclear work at three sites.

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because of the normal diplomatic constraints of their
governments.

Statements on Monday from both Moscow and Beijing underscored the difference with the Europeans.
In Moscow, President Vladimir V. Putin emphasized that Russia, the other European nations and the
United States have "very close positions on the Iranian problem." but warned that the crisis should be

resolved "without abrupt, erroneous steps."

In a joint news conference with Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany, on her first visit to Moscow
since taking office, Mr. Putin urged caution, saying, "We must move very carefully in this area."

Mr. Putin also signaled that a Russian-led initiative to enrich Iran's uranium in Russia under Russian
control might still offer a way out of the crisis.

Iran, which had seemed to reject the Russian proposal as inadequate, has expressed renewed interest in it
in recent days. "We consider it constructive and are carefully studying it," Iran's ambassador to Moscow,
Gholamreza Ansari, said on Russian television. "This is a good initiative to resolve the situation. We
believe that Iran and Russia should find a way out of this jointly."

In Beijing, the Chinese Foreign Ministry also emphasized the need for negotiations, not confrontation,
saying in a statement, "China believes that under the current situation, all relevant sides should remain

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/17/international/middleeast/1 7iran.html?pagewanted=pri... 1/17/2006
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restrained and stick to solving the Iranian nuclear issue through negotiations."
The rush of diplomacy reflects the growing urgency of managing the relationship with Iran.

"This was a meeting to feel each other out,” said a senior official involved in the London talks. "I don't
think our positions are that far apart. Everyone agrees we must agree; the question now is what will we

agree on. Now is the time to start an intense negotiating process to persuade countries of the board to
proceed by consensus."

Asked about the Russian and Chinese position on a referral of Iran to the Security Council , the official
replied, "That is certainly not something that is agreed to at the moment."

Both Russia and China have close economic and military partnerships with Iran and historically have
preferred engagement with Iran as a way of moderating its behavior and opposed any action in the
Security Council.

China is particularly reluctant to use the Security Council against Iran, saying last week that such action
could complicate the issue and harden positions.

But Iran's recent behavior, combined with its history of concealment of its nuclear activities, has eroded
confidence in assertions that its nuclear activities are intended for peaceful energy purposes and not for a
weapons progran.

There is a growing support for the position that Iran's case should come before the Security Council, if
only to register condemnation of the Tehran government.

The seriousness of the London talks was reflected by the seniority of their delegations. R. Nicholas
Burns, the under secretary of state for political affairs, led the American delegation. The Russians sent
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Kislyak, a top nuclear negotiator; the Chinese sent Zhang Yan, the
director of arms control at the Foreign Ministry.

The United States, which has long been pressing for Iran to be judged by the Security Council, was
particularly eager to push forward quickly, before Iran succeeds in dividing the international
community.

En route to Liberia on Monday, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said she wanted the governing
countries of the atomic energy agency to meet "as soon as possible." adding that the problem with
waiting is that the Iranians will "try to take advantage of it to start to throw chaff now and to obfuscate."

Still, the diplomatic initiative is remarkable in that Britain, France and Germany - the three nations that
forged a nuclear agreement with Iran in November 2004 under which it froze most of its nuclear
activities - are now in lock step with the United States.

But the United States and the Europeans need time to conduct a global diplomatic offensive to win the
maximum support from the atomic energy agency's board, a sort of mega-Security Council that includes
countries as diverse as Syria, Libya, Brazil, Venezuela, Malaysia, Canada, Cuba and India, as well as the
permanent Council members.

The international atomic agency usually makes decisions by consensus, but Iran could be referred to the
Security Council if a majority votes in favor, no country votes against and the rest abstain.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/1 7/international/middleeast/1 7iran html?pagewanted=pri... 1/17/2006
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The European trio had been negotiating with Iran for two and a half years as part of a plan to entice it
with economic and political incentives in exchange for objective guarantees that it was not trying to
produce a nuclear bomb. The Europeans have been operating with the support of the European Union

and even of the Bush administration, despite its conviction that Iran was trying to become a nuclear
power.

[ran was not punished last August after it restarted operations at its uranium conversion site in Isfahan.
Even though it violated the accord with the European trio, the operations were not considered
sufficiently sensitive to prompt a united retaliatory response.

Last September, the I.A.E.A . board found Iran in violation of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty
because of its deception of the agency dating back nearly two decades. The resolution passed at the time
cited the "absence of confidence” that Iran's nuclear program was exclusively for peaceful purposes.

But the board was deeply divided about whether to punish Iran and decided not to vote on whether to
refer Iran to the Security Council.

When Iran broke the seals on machines at its uranium enrichment facility at Natanz and two related
storage and testing locations and restarted nuclear work, the Europeans said it went too far, and they felt
betrayed.

Last week in Berlin, foreign ministers of Britain, Germany and France, as well as Javier Solana, the
European Union foreign policy chief, agreed that their negotiations with Iran had reached a dead end
and recommended that consideration of its case at the Security Council was the next step.

Reflecting that feeling of betrayal, Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of Britain told a security conference in
London before the nuclear talks on Monday. "The onus is on Iran to act to give the international
community confidence that its nuclear program has exclusive peaceful purposes. confidence, I'm afraid,
that has been sorely undermined by its history of concealment and deception.”

Paradoxically, Iran's renewed research activities do not constitute a breach of its treaty obligations,
although they violate the voluntary deal struck with the Europeans.

Although the agency board's member nations are becoming increasingly frustrated with Iran, there may
be resistance in voting for hauling Iran before the Security Council in part because it could set a
precedent for other countries with nuclear programs.

In a sign that board-member countries may have to be wooed, Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit of
Egypt, a board member, issued a statement on Monday saying, "Dialogue is the best way to get out of
the current crisis, and we have many factors which help towards an exit." He added that Egypt's vote
would depend on prior consultations and on the language of draft resolutions.

The Saudi foreign minister, Saud al-Faisal bin Abdelaziz al-Saud, told the BBC on Monday that
Western nations shared the blame in creating the impasse with Iran since it was the United States and its
allies that helped Israel develop nuclear weapons.

"As long as you make one exception, you open the way for logical arguments of why him and not me,"
Prince Saud said. "The West in allowing Israel to establish its nuclear capability has done the damage."

Elaine Sciolino reported from Paris for this article and Alan Cowell from London.
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New Leadership
Liberal Party Out After 12-Year Run

By Doug Struck
Washington Post Foreign Service
Tuesday, January 24, 2006; A0

10pm. Waiting for updates, ordering dinner.

TORONTO, Jan. 23 -- Canadian voters, saying
they were fed up with financial scandals and
ready for a change, ended the 12-year run of the
ruling Liberal Party on Monday, ousting Prime
Minister Paul Martin in favor of a Conservative
Party likely to steer a path closer to the United
States.

Nearly complete returns in the national election

gave a strong victory to Conservative leader Stephen Harper, 46, a political strategist from western
Canada who jokes about being dull. He shrugged off Martin's accusations that he is too cozy with U.S.
conservatives for liberal-leaning Canada, the same accusations that crippled his candidacy in 2004,

But Harper fell short of winning a clear majority in the 308-seat House of Commons. He will need to
compromise with opponents to form a government and further his agenda of scaling back social
programs, cutting taxes and winnowing the power of the federal government.

The Liberal Party will swap roles with the Conservatives, becoming the largest opposition party. That
change is a stinging rebuff of the party, which has regularly dominated Canadian politics since the
country's birth, and for Martin, 67, who has been prime minister for only 25 months. Canadians' pride in
clean government was shaken by a kickback scandal in the Liberal Party, and by their suspicion that the
Liberals had grown cocky in office, they said repeatedly in public opinion surveys.

"I just feel we need a change," said Karen Janes, 47, outside a polling station in central Toronto.
"Twelve years is a long time."

Nearly complete returns showed the Liberals dropping to about 102 seats from 133. The Conservatives
captured about 123 seats, more than the 98 they previously held but far from the 155-seat majority that
some Conservative strategists had dreamed of winning.

"We showed Canadians tonight that we are truly a national party from coast to coast. We drew in the
whole country," Rona Ambrose, a Conservative member of Parliament. said as the returns began to
come in.

A step to the political right will be a change for Canada, which has grown increasingly more liberal on
social and political issues than its southern neighbor, to the point that Martin attacked Harper as being
"pro-American” in the campaign.

The Conservative Party and its political predecessors have in the past championed such positions as
outlawing abortion and banning gay marriage, views that polls show are inconsistent with the more
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tolerant tilt of Canadians.

"I think we have to give it a try. But I am very afraid that it will be too far right," said Florence Koven,
72, emerging from the polls after voting -- reluctantly, she said -- for the Conservative Party. "The
unknown always concerns you. Mr. Harper says he is a changed man; we'll see how much he has
changed."

Harper, who lost in 2004 when Martin's Liberals portrayed him as too close to U.S. right-wing politics,
studiously avoided discussing social issues in this campaign, concentrating instead on his fiscal plans
and his pledge to end government corruption.

He also managed to appeal to voters in Quebec, breaking a lock on the province's seats that had been
held by the Liberals and Bloc Quebecois. The Bloc, which advocates separation of Quebec from the rest
of Canada, appeared to have lost three or four seats from its current strength of 53 seats, according to
partial returns.

The fourth-largest party, the National Democratic Party, which has championed social liberalism,
appeared to have added as many as a dozen seats to its current bloc of 18.

The election of Harper, who represents Calgary. Alberta, also marks a historic shift of power from the
traditional centers in the east to the energy-rich and increasingly affluent western provinces.

"We really have gone from two basic regions, Quebec and Ontario, to three with the West, in which
there is a new center of power in Alberta," said Reginald Stuart, a Canadian political scientist.

Martin's ambition to remain prime minister was threatened by the disclosure of a kickback scheme
surrounding his Liberal Party predecessor, and by the growing sense among Canadian voters that his
party had been in power too long.

Harper hammered on that theme in the campaign, painting the ruling party as arrogant and suffused with
what he dubbed "a sense of entitlement."

The tactic worked, and Martin spent much of the campaign defending his integrity. Martin was not
personally involved in the scandal, in which aides of former prime minister Jean Chretien are alleged to
have steered lucrative advertising contracts to political cronies who then funneled money back to Liberal
olitical campaigns. Martin pleaded with voters to remember that he had ordered the public
investigation into the allegations and fired government officials named in the probe.

Appearing increasingly desperate as opinion polls showed his party losing, Martin lashed out at Harper,
portraying him as an "American-style" neoconservative with a hidden agenda at odds with Canadians.

Martin warned that Harper would try to reverse last year's vote legalizing same-sex marriage, would
seek to erode abortion rights and would pack the judiciary with conservative judges.

Harper stayed above the fray, insisting that those social issues were not on his agenda. Instead, he
promised to slightly reduce the national sales tax, replace a sputtering national day-care program with
direct payments to parents and increase penalties for gun-related crimes.

He vowed to give more power to provinces and suggested a change that would open the first crack in
Canada's traditionally sacrosanct national health care program. He proposes giving patients a right to
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seek outside care if they are required to wait too long for a health care procedure in the national system.

Harper also is seen as ideologically closer to the Bush administration than is the Liberal Party, which
balked at joining the invasion of Iraq and refused to sign on to the U.S. plan to develop an antiballistic
missile system for North America. Harper has suggested he might revisit the missile defense decision
and has said Canada would reject the Kyoto accord on global warming, as the Bush administration has
done.

But some Canadians said they believed Harper would still try to enact a conservative social agenda.

"I would do anything to stop the Conservatives," said Phillip Clarkson, 53, a costume designer in
Toronto. "I am gay. I want to be married someday. And I want there to be the opportunity to do it."

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Tuesday, February 7, 2006; 1:09 AM organize your inbox with
search folders and quick flags.
VIENNA, Austria -- [ran has told the
International Atomic Energy Agency to remove Get more out of Outiook* &)
surveillance cameras and agency seals from sites
and nuclear equipment by the end of next week
in response to referral to the U.N. Security m oy Mherosoll
-

Council, the agency said Monday. Bl Of'ﬁce

Iran's demands came two days after the IAEA
reported Tehran to the council over its disputed
atomic program.

In a confidential report to the IAEA's 35-member board on Monday, agency head Mohamed ElBaradei
said Iran also announced a sharp reduction in the number and kind of IAEA inspections, effective
immediately. The report was made available to The Associated Press.

Iranian officials had repeatedly warned they would stop honoring the so-called "Additional Protocol” to
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty _ an agreement giving IAEA inspectors greater authority _ if the
IAEA board referred their country to the council.

A diplomat close to the Vienna-based IAEA told the AP that Iran had also moved forward on another
threat _ formally setting a date for resuming full-scale work on its uranium enrichment program. Iran
says it wants to make fuel through enrichment, but the activity can also generate the nuclear core of
warheads.

The diplomat, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the matter was confidential, refused to
divulge the date.

Robert G. Joseph, the U.S. undersecretary of state for arms control, said Monday that Iran used
negotiations with the European Union to play for time and develop its capabilities.

"I would say that Iran does have the capability to develop nuclear weapons and the means to deliver
them," he said in a response to a question.,

In Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he was still hopeful that Iran will
take confidence-building measures with the JAEA.

"It's not the end of the road," Annan said of the Security Council referral. "I hope that in between, Iran

will take steps that will help create an environment and confidence-building measures that will bring the
partners back to the negotiating table."
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In his brief report, ElBaradei cited E. Khalilipour, vice president of the Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran, as saying: "From the date of this letter, all voluntarily suspended non-legally binding measures
including the provisions of the Additional Protocol and even beyond that will be suspended.”

Calling on the agency to sharply reduce the number of inspectors in Iran, Khalilipour added: "All the
Agency's containment and surveillance measures which were in place beyond the normal Agency
safeguards measures should be removed by mid-February 2006."

Earlier, Russia's foreign minister warned against threatening Iran after Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld reportedly agreed with an interviewer at the German daily newspaper Handelsblatt that all
options, including military response, remained on the table.

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov called for talks to continue with Tehran, adding: "I think that at the
current stage, it is important not to make guesses about what will happen and even more important not to
make threats."

U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, urged the Security
Council to impose strict sanctions on Iran if it fails to comply with U.N. resolutions and arms
agreements and warned that inaction would greatly increase the chances of military conflict. He
nonetheless stressed that the United States favors a diplomatic solution.

"Diplomatic and economic confrontations are preferable to military ones," Lugar said. But he cautioned
that "in the field of nonproliferation, decisions delayed over the course of months and years may be as
harmful as no decisions at all."

The Additional Protocol was signed by Iranian officials in 2003 as pressure intensified on Tehran to
cooperate with IAEA inspectors probing more than 18 years of clandestine nuclear activities.

The protocol gives the agency inspecting powers beyond normal, allowing for inspections on short
notice of areas and programs suspected of being misused for weapons activity.

North Korea _ the world's other major proliferation concern _ quit the Nonproliferation Treaty in
January 2003, just a few months before U.S. officials announced that Pyongyang had told them it had
nuclear weapons and may test, export or use them depending on U.S. actions.

Iranian officials have repeatedly said they will continue honoring the Nonproliferation Treaty. Still, the
agreements linked to that treaty are insufficient for agency inspectors trying to establish whether Iran
has had a secret nuclear arms program.

Unless Iran relents, the move to curtail voluntary cooperation means that ElBaradei will be stymied in
trying to close the Iran nuclear file by March. And that could backfire on Tehran.

Russia and China agreed to Security Council referral on condition that the council take no action until
March, when the IAEA board next meets. But if ElBaradei reports to that March 6 meeting that he was

unable to make progress in establishing whether Iran constitutes a nuclear threat, the council will likely
start to pressure Iran, launching a process that could end in sanctions.

Associated Press writers Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations, Vladimir Isachenkov in Moscow and
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Barry Schweid in Washington contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Associated Press
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Iran Ends Voluntary Cooperation
on Nukes

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI
The Associated Press
Monday, February 6, 2006; 1:07 AM

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran ended all voluntary cooperation
with the U.N. nuclear watchdog agency Sunday,
saying it would start uranium enrichment and bar
surprise inspections of its facilities after being
reported to the Security Council over fears it is
seeking an atomic bomb.

However, the Islamic republic left the door open for

further negotiations over its nuclear program and, in an apparent softening of its position, said it was
willing to discuss Moscow's proposal to shift large-scale enrichment operations to Russian territory in an
effort to allay suspicions.

A day earlier, an Iranian official at the International Atomic Energy Agency meeting in Vienna, Austria,
said that proposal was "dead.” The comment was made after the JAEA's 35-nation board of governors
voted to report Iran to the council, which has the power to impose economic and political sanctions.
“The door for negotiations is still open," Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi said Sunday.
But President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said the West "can't do a thing" to stop Iran's progress.

"The era of coercion and domination has ended." Ahmadinejad was quoted as saying by the official
Islamic Republic News Agency. "Issue as many resolutions like this as you want and make yourself

happy. You can't prevent the progress of the Iranian nation.

"In the name of the [AEA they want to visit all our nuclear facilities and learn our defense capabilities,
but we won't allow them to do this."

Uranium enriched to a low degree can be used for nuclear reactors, while highly enriched uranium is
suitable for warheads. Iran insists it only wants to generate electricity, but the United States and some of
its allies contend Tehran is trying to build a weapon.

Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki said Sunday that Iran had ended all voluntary cooperation with
the IAEA. The action, ordered by Ahmadinejad, was required by a law passed last year.

The announcement means Iran has resumed uranium enrichment and no longer will allow snap [AEA
inspections of its nuclear facilities, a voluntary measure it allowed in recent years in a goodwill gesture

to build trust under a protocol to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.

"We do not have any obligation toward the additional protocol (anymore)," Mottaki said.
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Iran repeatedly has stressed it would continue to honor its commitments under the treaty but that it has
the right to pursue a peaceful nuclear program.

"Adoption of the policy of resistance doesn't mean we are on non-speaking terms or noncooperative,"
Mottaki said. "Yesterday we had two options. One was the option of resistance and the other was
surrender. We chose resistance."

"Our activities will continue within the NPT (and not beyond that),” he told a press conference. "We
have withdrawn only the possibility of voluntary cooperation from them (IAEA and the West)."

Mottaki said the IAEA resolution was "the result of a political will based on U.S. hostility" toward Iran.

He said Iran would defend its right to possess nuclear technology and enrich uranium to produce nuclear
fuel.

"We will continue this path," he told reporters.

The IAEA resolution requests the agency's Director General Mohamed ElBaradei to "report to the
Security Council” with the steps Iran needs to take to dispel suspicions about its nuclear ambitions.

These include that it return to freezing uranium enrichment; consider stopping construction of a heavy-
water reactor that could be the source of plutonium; formally ratify the agreement allowing the IAEA
greater inspecting authority; and give the agency more power in its investigation of [ran's nuclear
program.

Tensions were likely to rise as Iran rejects pressure from the outside. It started escalating last month
after Iran removed U.N. seals and began nuclear research, including small-scale uranium enrichment.

That came after months of futile talks between Iran and Britain, Germany and France, which negotiated
on behalf of the 25-nation European Union.

Asefi said Iranian diplomats still will attend Feb. 16 talks in Moscow concerning Russia's enrichment
proposal.

"The proposal has to conform itself with the new circumstances," Asefi said Sunday. "If the Russian
proposal makes itself compatible with the new conditions, it can be negotiated."

© 2006 The Associated Press

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/05/AR2006020500145 pf.... 2/6/2006



Nuclear Panel Votes to Report Tehran to U.N. - New York Times Page 1 of 4

Ehe Now YJork Times remee e o | 1Y
= . 3\ I : L SEINGURED BY *
February 5, 2006

Nuclear Panel Votes to Report Tehran to U.N.

By ELAINE SCIOLINO

VIENNA, Feb. 4 — The 35-nation board of the United Nations atomic energy agency voted here on
Saturday to report Iran to the Security Council, a move that reflects increasing suspicion around the
world that Iran is determined to develop nuclear weapons.

The resolution, which passed by a vote of 27 to 3, could change the course of diplomacy toward Iran and
open the door to international punishment of the country.

Only Cuba, Syria and Venezuela voted against the European-drafted resolution. Five countries —
Algeria, Belarus, Indonesia, Libya and South Africa — abstained.

After the vote, Iran announced that it would immediately end its voluntary nuclear cooperation with the
agency and that it would begin full-scale production of enriched uranium, which can be used to produce
electricity or to help build nuclear bombs.

In a letter ordering the country's nuclear commission to take those actions, President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad wrote that after Iranian demonstrations of compliance and good will, "the nuclear agency
has voted under pressure by few countries and has ignored our extensive cooperation and negated our
legal right," the official IRNA news agency reported.

Mr. Ahmadinejad said that although the country would no longer observe the Additional Protocol that
allows intrusive nuclear inspections, "all the country's peaceful activities will remain within the
framework of the Nonproliferation Treaty."

The vote in Vienna was the climax of a two-and-a-half year campaign by the Bush administration to
convince the world that suspicions about Iran's nuclear program are so serious that the issue must come
before the Security Council for judgment.

It also signals the failure, at least for now, of the two-and-a-half year strategy of France, Britain and
Germany that was based on the premise that Iran could be coaxed into freezing crucial nuclear activities
if the political, technological, economic and security rewards from the West were enticing enough.

In recent months, the three countries have moved much closer to the position of the Bush administration,
which has branded Iran part of an "axis of evil" and never held out much hope for the European
negotiating track.

The resolution is a compromise between the Americans, who wanted immediate action, and the Russians

and Chinese, who wanted a delay, and it will allow concrete Security Council action against Iran only
after a delay of at least a month.
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I that happens, the focus on Iran will begin to shift away from the largely technical atmosphere at the
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna to the diplomatic arena of the Security Council in New
York, which has responsibility for keeping peace and security in the world.

"The authorities in Tehran, rather than threatening the world, should listen to the world and take the
steps necessary to start regaining its confidence," Gregory Schulte, the American ambassador to the
LLA.E.A., told reporters after the vote.

Peter Jenkins, the British ambassador, told reporters that Iran should take the monthlong grace period to
change its behavior and "begin rebuilding international confidence" as the only way to restart
negotiations.

The month coincides with the schedule for the atomic agency's next formal, comprehensive assessment
of the country's nuclear program.

It is conceivable, although highly unlikely, that by then Iran will take the bold steps necessary to
convince both the team of nuclear inspectors at the I.A.E.A. as well as the international community that
it is a negotiating partner that can be trusted.

But if Iran carries out its threat to end cooperation, it would severely limit the work of the agency's
expert inspectors, who will no longer be allowed to do voluntary spot inspections in Iran and would lose
access to important sites, including Iran's research centers and factories that make parts for the
centrifuges that enrich uranium.

The vote in Vienna was promoted as a significant victory for the Bush administration, which spent
months briefing members of the agency's board on intelligence that it said strongly suggested but did not
prove that Iran's intent was to develop a weapon.

But suddenly the United States will have to decide what comes next. So far, the Bush administration has
signaled only that it favors a go-slow approach based on diplomacy, not military force, and ruling out
immediate sanctions or other punitive measures.

The White House issued a statement on Saturday from President Bush's ranch in Crawford, Tex.,
describing the agency's vote as "a clear message" to Iran. The statement ended with words directed to
the Iranian people, saying, "Iran's true interests lie in working with the international community to enjoy
the benefits of peaceful nuclear energy, not in isolating Iran by continuing to develop the capability to
build nuclear weapons."

In Washington, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said Iran would have to suspend its enrichment-
related uranium activities, cooperate fully on inspections and return to negotiations in order to avert its
case being taken up at the Security Council.

R. Nicholas Burns, under secretary for political affairs, and Robert Joseph, under secretary for arms
control and international security, said in a telephone briefing that although Iran had been making small
concessions over recent months even as it moved forward on suspicious uranium activities, no such
incremental steps, like simply keeping the talks going, would be enough to avoid a Security Council
debate.

They did not specify what actions the United States would seek at the Security Council, but in the past,
administration officials have said that no move will be made to impose heavy economic penalties on
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Iran, like an oil embargo. Instead, the United States would likely seek punitive diplomatic or political
steps, like suspending travel or freezing assets for top Iranian officials and business leaders in nuclear-
related industries.

Some administration officials have publicly taken more hawkish public line in recent days, repeating
that President Bush was keeping open all of his options — the code words for reserving the right to take
military action if diplomacy fails as part of the campaign to get the Iranian government to back down.

Reporting a country to the Security Council is deeply humiliating and singles out a country as an
unreliable actor on the global stage. Until recently, a pillar of Iran's foreign policy had been to avoid
being judged in the world organization and to seek alignments with the Europeans, Russia and China
against the United States and [srael.

But that changed last August, after Iran resumed converting uranium yellowcake into a gas that can be
further purified for use in nuclear reactors as well as weapons. It was the first breach of its voluntary
agreement with the Europeans and essentially broke off negotiations.

That was followed by the reopening last month of part of its nuclear enrichment plant at Natanz for what
Iran called "research purposes." Even though Iran has yet to operate any of the machinery or process any
uranium material there, its reopening was the second and much more serious violation of the agreement
with the Europeans.

The resolution at the .A.E.A. came at the end of a three-day emergency session of the agency board that
was prompted by Iran's refusal to heed calls to close down the uranium enrichment facility again.

It calls for the immediate suspension of all activities related to the enrichment of uranium. It also recalls

Iran's "many failures and breaches of its obligations" under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and "the
absence of confidence that Iran's nuclear program is exclusively for peaceful purposes resulting from the
history of concealment of Iran's nuclear activities."

Iran insists that its nuclear program is solely for peaceful purposes like generating electricity. But it kept
its program hidden for 18 years from the I.A.E.A., fueling suspicions that it may have secret plans to
become a nuclear weapons power.

The resolution was passed after the United States reversed itself and agreed late Friday to include a
clause expressing support for a nuclear-free Middle East that indirectly criticized Israel's secret nuclear
weapons status.

Even the United States' closest European allies favored the clause, which had been demanded by Egypt
and also had the support of Russia and China. Isolated, the United States backed down.

The final resolution included a clause stating that "a solution to the Iranian issue would contribute to
global nonproliferation efforts and to realizing the objective of a Middle East free of weapons of mass

destruction, including their means of delivery."

The vote on Saturday was particularly important because it had the backing of Russia and China, which
had abstained in the last resolution on Iran last September.

Both Russia and China made clear in separate statements that although they supported the resolution,
they did not agree with the two American arguments for reporting Iran to the world body: that Iran had
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 be reported both because of "noncompliance” with its treaty obligations and in the interest of peace
and security.

Grigory Berdennikov, the Russian ambassador to the atomic agency, said in a statement, "This problem
will be solved within the framework of the . A.E.A. without additional interference."

In a veiled message to the United States, the Europeans and Iran, Wu Hailongon, the Chinese
ambassador to the LA.E.A., called on "all relevant parties to exercise restraint and patience" and "refrain
from taking any action that might further complicate or deteriorate the situation.”

Among others backing the resolution was India, which had been pressured by the United States to vote
yes if it expected to finalize a sweeping deal on nuclear energy cooperation with the United States, but
will face intense domestic political opposition because of the decision.

The countries that voted for the resolution were Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Belgium, Britain, Canada,
China, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, India, Japan, Norway, Portugal,
Russia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Sweden, the United States and Yemen.

In recent years, the agency's board has reported Iraq, North Korea, Libya and Romania to the Security
Council for possible censure because of their nuclear programs. But such action does not necessarily
translate into action.

North Korea, which secretly built nuclear weapons and withdrew from the Nonproliferation Treaty three
years ago, has been reported twice. Although the Security Council has denounced North Korea, it has

never voted to punish it.

David E. Sanger and Steven R. Weisman contributed reporting from Washington for this article, and
Nazila Fathi from Tehran.
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U.S. Compromises on Wording of Iran Nuclear
Resolution

By ELAINE SCIOLINO

VIENNA, Feb. 3 — The 35-nation board of the International Atomic Energy Agency put off a vote on a
landmark resolution on Iran's nuclear program on Friday, largely because of American opposition to a
clause indirectly criticizing Israel's nuclear weapons status, according to several diplomats.

But late Friday evening the dispute was apparently resolved after the Americans backed down and
accepted compromise language, an American official said.

In Washington, R. Nicholas Burns, under secretary of state for political affairs, said the way had been
cleared for the adoption of the resolution on Saturday. "The I.A.E.A. board is now poised to adopt a very
important resolution declaring the international community's lack of confidence in Iran," he said. "This
is a major development on this issue."

Earlier in the day, diplomats here had predicted the United States would have to accept a compromise on
the clause, which mentions support for the creation of a nuclear-weapons-free zone in the Middle East.
The clause was insisted upon by Egypt, with the strong backing of the nonaligned nations on the
agency's board.

Egypt and other Arab states routinely demand references to a "nuclear-free zone" in the Middle East in
Security Council documents. They argue that Israel — which has never admitted that it has nuclear
weapons and, unlike Iran, has never signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty — should be made part
of a general security framework in the Middle East.

The issue temporarily exposed a split between the Americans, who opposed the Egyptian demand, and
Russia, China and the Europeans, who supported it.

On Thursday night, Britain circulated a new, informal draft that added a clause that recognized that "a
solution to the Iranian nuclear issue would contribute to the goal of a Middle East free of all weapons of
mass destruction, and their means of delivery."

That language reflected the official position of the 25-member European Union. But the United States
delegation, led by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, initially opposed the compromise language,

saying it could be used by Iran as a propaganda weapon against Israel. four senior diplomats said.

"The Americans are worried that once it is there, it will stay there forever and allow the Iranians to hide
behind it," one ambassador involved in the negotiations said.

It was not immediately clear which compromise Washington had agreed to, though a senior official said

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/04/international/europe/04iran.html?pagewanted=print 2/6/2006
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the resolution would make reference to a nuclear-free zone. Earlier, a State Department spokesman,
Sean McCormack, had said the United States accepted in principle that "we all hope for a day when the
Middle East achieves a state where there are not nuclear weapons." Throughout the day on Friday, the
Europeans pressed the Americans to change their position.

"[t's five against one," said one European ambassador.

Another key ambassador called the Americans "dogmatists," predicting that for the resolution to pass,
"The Americans will have to give in."

Gregory Schulte, the American ambassador to the agency, told reporters that he expected strong support
when a vote was taken. "We are convinced we have a solid majority for the resolution that reports Iran
to the Security Council,” he said. "And that majority is growing."

Many diplomats here also said the resolution might not pass with as strong a majority as many had
hoped, because of opposition among the 16-member bloc of nonaligned countries.

Diplomats met behind closed doors throughout the day to meet some of the demands of the nonaligned
countries, which wanted to delete all references to the Security Council or at least delay any report to
New York until after the nuclear agency makes its full assessment of Iran's nuclear program in March.

The current text is a compromise between the American push for immediate action against Iran by the
Security Council and Russia's preference for a monthlong delay for more diplomacy.

The resolution mentions Iran's "many failures and breaches of its obligations" under the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, and "the absence of confidence that Iran's nuclear program is exclusively for
peaceful purposes."

In one important concession, the draft resolution was changed to reflect the fact that actions taken by
Iran to build international "confidence" that it is not pursuing a nuclear weapon are "voluntary and non-
legally binding."

In another development, Javad Vaidi, the head of Iran's nuclear delegation, told reporters on Friday that
if the resolution reported Iran to the Security Council, it would be the end of a Russian proposal under
which uranium would be enriched for Iran's energy purposes at a site in Russia under solely Russian
authority.

Underscoring the fluid nature of the diplomacy, however, a Russian diplomat said that talks on the
proposal were continuing.

On Thursday, Iran informed the 1.A.E.A. in a letter that all "voluntary" nuclear cooperation with the
agency would end if the agency's board reported Iran's nuclear case to the Security Council. That would
mean that the agency would no longer be allowed to do voluntary spot inspections and would lose
access to important sites and installations.

Steven R. Weisman contributed reporting from Washington for this article.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML ' Help | Cont
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“ Burns-Saran agenda ,_

RESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE Iran nuclear issue, and
US discussions on the ‘crisis
withvarious world powers, will
figure prominently when US
Under Secretary for Political
Affairs Nicholas Burns arrives
here next week for talks with
Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran. On his way to India,
Burns will make stop in Lon-
don on Monday for talks on
the Iran issue with officials
from Russia, China and the
EU-3—Britain, France and
Germany—Russia and China.

The US is pushing to have
the matter referred to the UN

Security Council and the talks
in London will explore the pos-
sibilities of a special session of
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency’s board of gover-
nors for this purpose. Last Sep-
tember, following hectic
diplomatic activity on the mar-

- gins of the UN General Assem-

bly, India had voted in favour of
the resolution against Iran.
While India has always
maintained that it favours ne-
gotiation to settle the issue,
Iran’s recent actions have
made it more difficult for India
and other likeminded coun-
tries to push for further talks.
Russia, trying hard to work
out a solution, has expressed its

Ni

disappointment on Iran’s fatest
move to break IAEA seals on
equipment and machinery that
canbe used for uranium enrich-
ment. For its part, India has so
far preferred to remain quiet on
the issue. But with the growing
diplomtic consensus on refer-
ring the matter to the Security
Council, New Delhi may be left
with little choice but to make an
openstand.

The January 19-26 talks be-
tween Burns and Saran will
also see discussions on imple-
menting the Indo-US nuclear
deal. The agenda for US Presi-
dent George W Bush’s up-
coming visit to the country will
be drawnup aswell.

/s



US pact will grant
India N—power tag

Agreement to refocus on Chma \'ak prollferatlon

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, January 12

THE INDO-US nuclear
agreement, if implement-
ed, will “obviously” confer
nuclear power status on
India, an influential Ame-
rican proponent of non-
proliferation said on Thu-
rsday, supporting “in prin-
ciple” the “enormous ben-
efits” the deal would bring
to bilateral relations.

“It’d be disingenuous
to suggest that, if the
(Indo-US) agreement (on
civilian nuclear coopera-
tion) comes through, it'll
not grant nuclear power
status to India. Obviously,
it will”, said Senator
John Kerry, the Democra-
tic contender in the 2004
US presidential elections
against George W Bush,
and an influential mem-
ber of the Senate’s for-
eign relations committee,
speaking at the Observer
Research Centre.

Kerry, who supported
the deal “in principle”,
said that, although “enor-
mous benefits” would ac-
crue from the deal bilat-
erally, it could not be
viewed only in the con-
text of bilateral Indo-US
relations, since global im-
plications were involved.

The agreement would
have “significant” inter-
national ramifications, in-
volving the role of three
important international
bodies or agreements, par-

\
o

HERRY'S Y

- INDIA VISIT

Meeting with
scientists

US SENATOR John Kerry
will meet some of
India’s top nuclear
scientists and officials
in Mumbai on Friday.
He is likely to meet top
industrialists like Ratan
Tata who are part of the
Indo-US CEOQs forum,
set up during the visit
of Manmohan Singh to
Washington in July.
TANS, New Delhi

ticularly at a time when
“Iran and other com-
pelling issues are on the
table”. Kerry said he had
spoken of the “very seri-
ous problem” developing
in Iran “at length” with
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and national se-
curity adviser MK
Narayanan.

The other internation-
al benefit that would ac-
crue from the debate on
the Indo-US civil nuclear
deal would be the return
of the spotlight on the nu-
clear proliferation ema-
nating from China and
Pakistan and the A.Q.
Khan network.

“We need to renew the

P \
.’ wf\l‘giu\z,)

atmospherics” for those
issues on which the US
has not been firm enough,
Kerry said.

The global aspect of the
bilateral agreement would
entail a consensus endor-
sement of the 44-nation
Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), an amendment of
the Atomic Energy Act of
1954. The Fissile Technolo-
gy Control Regime (FCTR)
would also be affected by
the Indo-US agreement of
July 18.

Kerry, noting that India
had a domestic law in
place against proliferation
of nuclear material, said
the Prime Minister had
told him during their
meeting that India would
sign the Fissile Material
Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT).

The PM had told him
“clearly that India will
sign the Fissile Material
Cut-off Treaty.” Refusing
to be drawn into how the
deal would fare in the US
Congress, he said it would
“depend on the four cor-
ners of the agreement”.
“In principle, it'd be better
to have India as a partici-
pant in the IAEA proce-
dures and standards than
not to have it”, he said.

Upbeat on the future of
the Indo-US bilateral rela-
tions, Kerry said, “Future
history is to be written.
There’s tremendous op-
portunity for us — if we
take advantage of it and
do what is needed”.
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“Iran on N-p‘” th

TEHERAN, Jan. 10. —
Iran removed UN seals on
some equipment at its ura-
nium enrichment plant and
resumed nuclear research
today, defying demands it
maintain the freeze on its
nuclear program and
sparking an outcry from
Europe and the USA.

US officials denounced
the move, calling it a step
toward creating the materi-
al for nuclear bombs. Ger-
many’s foreign minister
raised doubts over the fut-
ure of European-led nego-
tiations on Iran's nuclear
programme, questioning
whether there remains any
basis for more talks.

Britain warned that the
international community
was “running out of
patience” with Teheran,
and foreign secretary Mr
Jack Straw said Iran had
breached resolutions by
the UN nuclear watchdog,
the International Atomic
Energy Agency. “There
was no good reason why
Iran should have taken
this step if its intentions
are truly peaceful and it
wanted to resolve long-
standing  international
concerns,” Mr Straw said.

The USA accuses Iran
of seeking to develop
nuclear weapons, a charge
denied by Iran, which con-
tends its program aims
only to produce energy.
France, Germany and
Britain have been leading
the long troubled negotia-
tions with Iran aimed at
ensuring its program is
peaceful.

The seals were removed
today from equipment at

China refuses to confi irm | I('m visit

BEMING, Jan. 10. — China today
declined to confirm or deny frenzied
international media reports that North
Korea’s reclusive leader Kim Jong Il
was making a secret visit to Beijing. ‘I
am not authorised to release the
specific information,” Chinese foreign
ministry spokesman Mr Kong Quan told &
reporters who repeatedly sought confi-
rmation of the news that a special Nort
Korean train had reached Beijing. “But |
want to point out that China and North
Korea are neighbours and maintain a
tradition of exchanges of high-level
visits,” he said. — PTI

A visitor looks at pictures
of Kim Jong-1 outside the
N Korean embassy in
Beijing on Tuesday. — AFP

the nuclear plant at
Natanz, the centre of . The ﬂ)ad
Iran’s uranium enrich- ahead

ment programme. ]

However, Iran under- WMove: Drive to master
lined that it was not technology that could be
resuming enrichment, a  Uséd to make nuciear
key process that can pro- ~ Weapors. .
duce either material for a  MResult: Iran risks losing
nuclear weapon or fuel for  infiuential friends and giving
a reactor. Instead, it said it  foes long-soumt leverage fo
was restarting research  haul it before the UNSC
activities at the plant. SFuture: Depending on the

“What we resume is ievel of enrichment, the
merely in the field of Process resulls in either
research, not more than  Muclear fuel or the fissile
that,” the deputy head of  component of nuciear
the Atomic Energy Organ- ~ warheads. '
isation of [ran, Mohammad ~ ®Defence: Says it is in sync
Saeedi said. “Production of ~ With the NPT allowing
nuclear fuel” which would  nations to run peaceful
involve enrichment “rema-  alomic programs.
ins suspended,” he said. MControversies: iran has

Iranian nuclear workers hidden its activities for
removed the seals in the decades. It has aiso tumed
presence of IAEA inspec- ‘0 the black market in asse-
tors, then researchers resu-  Mbling basic elements of its
med their work, he said. Mr  now dismantied nuciear
Saeedi didn’t specify the  Weapons pragramme.
equipment that had been  WQuestions that remain..A
unsealed.In Vienna, JAEA  nearly three-year probe of
spokeswoman Ms Melissa the [AEA has tumed up no
Fleming confirmed the  “smoking gun”but plenty of
removal of the seals and ~ Munition for the West; Iran's
said the agency’s 35-nation  Tecord in heiping clear up
board of governors would —ambiguities also is spotty.
be informed later today.
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PIL seeks CBI probe into “\‘
“disproportionate assets”

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday issued notice to the
Centre, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav
and members of his family on a
publicinterest petition seekinga
probe by the Central Bureau of
Investigation into the alleged
disproportionate assets amassed
by Mr. Yadav and his family.

A three Judge Bench compris-
ing Justices Ruma Pal, AR
Lakshmanan and Dalveer Bhan-
dari issued the notice on the pet-
ition filed by a social activist,
Vishwanath Chaturvedi, who al-
leged that Mr. Yadav and his
family had accumulated assets
disproportionate to their known
sources of income. The Bench
asked the petitioner to file En-
glish translations of the Hindi
documents he filed with the pet-
ition.

Mr, Chaturvedi alleged that
Mr. Yadav and his relatives had
amassed wealth by misusing
power and authority.

He alleged that corruption
had reached monstrous dimen-
sions in Uttar Pradesh. Corrup-
tion had even reached the office
of the Chief Minister and unless
it was checked, the normal func-
tioning of public offices would be
affected.

He said he was in possession
of copies of all the sale deeds for
properties that Mr. Yadav and
his sons had purchased in the
last 28 years, most of them in
posh localities and worth crores
of rupees. During this period,
Mr. Yadav and his sons had no
business except political activ-
ities, he said.

He said he had met Governor
T.V. Rajeshwar Rao on June 21,
2005 and requested him to take
action against Mr. Yadav and his
family but no action had been
taken. On November 6, 2005, he
presented a memorandum to the
Union Home Minister, but it
proved futile. Hence he had filed
this petition for a direction to
the Home Ministry to register
cases.

Amar Singh apologises
to Manmohan

Special Correspordent

NEW DELHI: Samajwadi Party gen-
eral secretary and spokesman
Amar Singh on Monday offered
an apology to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for his re-
marks that some people in the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
were also involved in the phone
tapping case. Mr. Singh, who fil-

ed a petition in the Supreme
Court on Monday seeking a judi-
cial probe into the incident, said
he was mindful of “causing hurt
to the Prime Minister,” as ex-
pressed by his press adviser San-
jay Baru.

Therefore, he tried to express
his regrets to Dr. Singh person-
ally over the phone, but was un-
able to get through.
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Clandestine nuclear

deals traced to Sudan

Hi-tech equipment imported into the country has disappeared

Ian Traynor and
Ian Cobain

International investigators
and Western intelligence have
for the first time named Sudan as
a major conduit for sophisticat-
ed engineering equipment that
could be used in nuclear weap-
ons programmes.

Hundreds of millions of dol-
lars worth of equipment was im-
ported into the African country
over a three-year period before
the 9/11 attacks in New York and
Washington in 2001 and has
since disappeared, according to
sources of the London-based
Guardian newspaper.

Alarm over black market

Western Governments, U.N.
detectives, and international
analysts trying to stem the illicit
trade in weapons of mass de-
struction  technology  are
alarmed by the black market
trade.

A European intelligence as-
sessment obtained by the
Guardian says Sudan has been
using front companies and third
countries to import machine
tools, gauges and hi-tech proc-
essing equipment from western
Europe for its military industri-
es in recent years. But it says

Intelligence agencies
suspect the
equipment has been
traded by the nuclear
proliferation racket
headed by the
Pakistani scientist
Abdul Qadeer Khan.

Sudan is also being used as a con-
duit, as much of the equipment
is too sophisticated for the coun-
try. Western analysts and intelli-
gence agencies suspect the
equipment has been or is being
traded by the nuclear prolifer-
ation racket headed by the Pa-
kistani scientist Abdul Qadeer
Khan, who admitted nuclear
trading two years ago and is un-
der house arrest in Islamabad.
Mr. Khan is known to have
visited Sudan at least once be-
tween 1998 and 2002, and the
suspicion is he may have used
the country as a warehouse for
the hi-tech engineering equip-
ment he was selling to Libya,
Iran and North Korea for the
assembly of centrifuges for en-
riching uranium, the most com-
mon way of building a nuclear
bomb. Sudan has been ravaged

THE RINDU

by internal conflicts for decades
and has until recently been gov-
erned by an Islamist regime.
Analysts point out that a “failing
state” such as Sudan is an ideal
candidate for the illicit trading,

Investigators say the machin-
ery has not been found in Sudan.
Nor has it been found in Libya,
since Tripoli gave up its secret
nuclear bomb project in Decem-
ber 2003.

Osama link?

Given Osama bin Laden’s long
relationship with Sudan, there
had been suspicions of Al-Qaeda
involvement. But the goods have
not been found in Afghanistan
either.

“A huge amount of dual-use
equipment was bought by Sudan
and people don’t know where it
went to,” said Mr Albright. “It’'s a
big mystery. The equipment has
not been found anywhere.”

A senior international investi-
gator confirmed that Sudan had
been importing the material and
that the transports had ceased in
2001.

“No one now seems to be buy-
ing to that extent,” he said. “Per-
haps the activity stopped
because they got all that they
needed.” — ©Guardian News-
papers Limited 2006
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Iran's Nuclear Team Fails td Keep a Date With the
U.N.

By ELAINE SCIOLINO

PARIS, Jan. 5 - Iran threw negotiations over its nuclear program into disarray on Thursday, abruptly
canceling a high-level meeting with the United Nations' monitoring agency in Vienna. The leader of
Iran's negotiating team was said to be returning to Tehran.

The unexpected turn of events stunned and frustrated officials of the International Atomic Energy
Agency and foreign diplomats, who scrambled to make sense of Iran's decision. The meeting had been
scheduled so Iran could explain its decision to restart nuclear research and development on Monday.

"There was no explanation," said Melissa Fleming. a spokeswoman for the agency. "We're still seeking
clarification."

One possible explanation is that Iran has decided to defy the rest of the world and plunge ahead with
nuclear activities, which risk international censure or sanctions and could shatter a 14-month agreement
with France, Britain and Germany under which Iran agreed to suspend most of its nuclear work.

Another explanation is that in the face of strong international criticism, Iran's negotiating strategy is in
chaos. Since President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad took power last year in Iran, officials who were part of
its national security apparatus, including its nuclear negotiating team, have been replaced with people
who are driven by hard-line views.

Certainly Iran's failure to explain its intentions erodes trust in the country as a reliable negotiating
partner. In its letter to the atomic energy agency two days earlier announcing its research plans, Iran
gaveassurances that it intended to carry out the work under the supervision of agency inspectors, and
asked the agency to take the necessary steps for the research to start again.

That position raised speculation that Iran was trying to test whether it could proceed with its nuclear
program and stay within the boundaries of its international legal obligations, even if that violated its
agreement with the Europeans.

In an address in Qum carried on state television on Thursday, Mr. Ahmadinejad repeated his assertions
of Iran's intention to carry out nuclear research, saying some people "have said the Iranian nation has no
right to nuclear research, but they should know that the Iranian nation and government will defend the
right to nuclear research and technology, and will go forward prudently.”

The negotiating team, led by Mohammad Saeedi, the deputy chief of Iran's atomic energy agency. had
been expected to meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday with the director of the United Nations agency.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/06/international/middleeast/06iran.html?pagewanted=print  1/9/2006
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At first, the Iranians said in a telephone conversation that they would be late. Then, in a later telephone
call. they canceled the meeting. Mr. Saeedi was returning home, the Iranian delegation told the agency.

That move suggested that there would be no explanation of Iran's intentions before it resumes its
research on Monday.

American and European officials and some experts at the atomic energy agency said they were
concerned that the research could focus on small-scale enrichment experiments, which could help
advance Iran's knowledge about how to produce nuclear fuel - either for civilian plants or, at higher
enrichment levels, for weapons.

In Washington on Thursday, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice warned Iran not to resume nuclear
research, saying, "They shouldn't do it because it would really be a sign that they are not prepared to
actually make diplomacy work."

She expressed confidence that the United States would succeed in taking Iran's case to the Security
Council for an unspecified punishment should negotiations fail. However, the United States has thus far
failed to persuade Russia and China to seek punitive measures, a difficult step because there is no clear-
cut violation of Iran's obligations under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.

Iran's decision in August to restart uranium conversation activities in Isfahan violated the European
agreement. But inspectors from the United Nations agency were there to break the seals on the
equipment and have been monitoring the activities, which do not violate Iran's obligations under the
treaty.

One official close to the talks said the Iranians were believed to have withdrawn because they had been
caught off-guard by the uncompromising stance of Mohamed ElBaradei, the agency's director, in
messages and in a meeting on Wednesday with Iran's ambassador to the United Nations office in
Vienna, Mohammad Mehdi Akhondzadeh.

The official declined to be identified by name or even national origin because the official is not
authorized to speak for attribution.

Dr. ElBaradei and his colleagues have harshly criticized Iran's decision to restart nuclear research,
warning Iran of potential consequences of its action.

Among the issues outstanding are Iran's refusal to allow inspectors access to a site in Tehran called
Lavisan-Shian, which was bulldozed by Iran in 2004 before it could be inspected. The agency wants to
interview scientists who worked there and determine whether they were conducting nuclear research.

Another mystery is how Iran first obtained centrifuges used to enrich uranium. The agency is also still
not convinced by Iran's explanations about the sources of both low- and high-enriched uranium found in
[ran.

The Iranian delegation was apparently unprepared to respond to questions like these on Thursday., the
official close to the talks said.

A number of Iranian officials, including President Ahmadinejad, have boldly asserted Iran's right to
conduct nuclear research and its intention to proceed as scheduled. despite warnings from that to do so
would risk punitive measures.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/06/internati0nal/middleeast/06iran.htm]?pagewantederint 1/9/2006
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iran's right to develop nuclear technology for peacetul energy purposes is extremely popular in Iran, and
the president's remarks on Thursday were greeted with cries of "Ahmadinejad, our hero, we support

you,” Reuters reported from Tehran.

Copyright 2006The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML l Help | Cont
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“Clash of two
nuclear pacts

Beijing and Islamabad could be
muddying the unfolding debate
on Indo-US nuclear cooperation,
argues C. RAJAMOHAN

Ny VTR

ESlLfTE Pakistan’s !fén}él of reportsthat it

is in talks with China for acquiring atomic

reactors, New Delht’s suspicion that Bei-
jing and Islamabad might be out towreck the Indo-
US nuclear deal is bound to grow. When Foreign
Secretary Shyam Saran heads to Beijing over the
weekend for another round of strategic dialogue, he
would have an opportunity to find out where ex-
actly China stands on the Indo-US nuclear pact.

That China and Pakistan are uncomfortable
with the nuclear pact signed last July by Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and President George W.
Bush is well-known. Both Beijing and Islamabad
understand that the deal could transform Indo-US
relations aswell as regional geopolitics.

Washington has repeatedly rebuffed Pakistan’s
demand to have nuclear energy cooperation on
the same lines as being proposed for India. The
Indo-US nuclear pact is based on the premise that
India is a responsible nuclear power. Even the best
friends of Pakistan in Washington are not prepared
to say the same about Islamabad. Given the extra-
ordinary story of A.Q. Khan’s nuclear Wal-Mart,
there is little prospect of Pakistan being treated on
parwith India on nuclear energy cooperation.

While Beijing has been formally silent on the
subject, commentary in the official Chinese media
was sharply critical of Washington for the nuclear
dealwith India. Accusing the US of “double stan-
dards” on nuclear proliferation, the People s Daily
last November said that if the US makes a “nu-
clear exception” for India, other powers could do
the same with their own friends and weaken the
global non-proliferation regime.

Earlier this week, the London-based Financial
Times reported that Pakistan is negotiating the pu-
rchase of six to eight nuclear reactors from China at
a cost of $7-10 billion. The spokeswoman of the
Pakistan foreign office, Tasneem Aslam, quickly
denied the report, calling it “baseless™.

The denial appears less than convincing. Much of
the current reporting potential Sino-Pak nuclear
cooperation has come amidst Chinese Atomic En-
ergy Chief Sun Qin’s to Mianwali in West Punjab to
launch the construction of Chinese power reactor

Acceptance of Beijing’s
argument would make a mockery
of the entire non-proliferation
regime. The record says China
sold nuclear weapon
technologies to Pakistan, which
passed them further on

called Chashma II. Pakistan prime minister,
Shaukat Aziz, who was present at the occasion
talked of expanding his country’s atomic energy
generation from the present 425 MW to about
8,800 MW by 2030. No one in Pakistan is denying
these remarks; and no one can deny that currently
China is Pakistan’s only nuclear partner.

But having recently joined the Nuclear Suppliers
Group — the 45-nation club of advanced coun-
tries trading in atomic energy technologies and
materials — China is bound by certain rules. Un-
der those rules neither India nor Pakistan s eligi-

" ble for civilian nuclear energy cooperation. And

that precisely is the reason why the Bush adminis-
tration is seeking a modification of these rulesin
tavour India, and only India.

China, however, could sell reactors to Pakistan
by claiming that it has past agreements with Is-
lamabad that should be “grand-fathered” from
the NSG rules. (The agreement on Chashma I1
was signed before China joined the NSG.)

Acceptance of Beijing’s line would make a
mockery of the entire non-proliferation regime.
After all, the record says that China sold nuclear
weapon and missile technologies to Pakistan and
Islamabad passed them further on.

The real purpose of the talk on Sino-Pak nu-
clear cooperation might be to muddy the unfold-
ing debate on the Indo-US nuclear pact in the
American Congress and the NSG. Beijing and Is-
lamabad are posing a simple question: if the US
can make an exemption for India, why can’t
China do the same for Pakistan?

AsIndia and the US seek to accelerate the im-
plementation of the nuclear pact, this argument is
likely to acquire some currency among the oppo-
nents of the Indo-US nuclear deal in Washington
and the NSG. By pointing to the dangerous conse-
quence of Sino-Pak nuclear collaboration, the op-
ponents would argue it would make sense not to
change the rules for anyone.

It is even more likely that both Beijing and Is-
lamabad might have concluded that if the Indo-US
nuclear pact falls apart, there would be little reason
to worry about a future strategic partnership be-
tween New Dethi and Washington.

Unless there is a frank conversation between
India and China on the subject, mutual suspicions
could only grow at a time when they are launching
2006 as a Sino-Indian friendship vear.
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