Left MP .
sent to jail
tor: rape
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 12

A DAY after the impres-
sive victory of the Left in
the West Bengal Asseinbly
polls, there was bad news
for party leaders. Bir
Singh Mahato, a Forward
Bloc sitting MP from Pu-
rulia, was on Friday sen-
tenced to 10 years in jail in
connegtien-with a 24-vear-
old rape case in Parshidi
village of the district. . .
The additional sessions :A£|¥e't|n;e F°|f‘”ard Bloc
judge, Purulia, S.C. Chat- rom Purulia.
terjee, also convicted Tipu # Was a member of
Kamar, Dhansingh Mur- Parliament’s standing
mu and Budhu Murmu. committee on food and
They were sentenced to 10  civil supplies

years’ rigorous imprison-

ment and a fine of Rs 5,000 y Wasla ".‘e"‘ber of;cthe
each was imposed on consultative committee,
them. They were found ministry of communlca-
guilty of gangrape. tions P

The Forward Bloc, mWasamember of the
aware of the loss of face consultative committee,
for the party and the Left ministry of railways
as a whole, defended Ma-
hato saying he had been
falsely implicated. The party would appeal to the high
court and apply for bail, general secretary Debabrata
Biswas said. Biswas said Mahato had been leading a
farmers’ struggle at Baghmundi in Purulia and the
landlords implicated him in the case.

The case dates back to November 20, 1982. Mahato
and his associates allegedly raped a woman in front of
her mother-in-law. Police later registered a case
against the four.

On September 10, 2005, public prosecutor Ra-
bindranath Chattaraj said the victim’s mother-in-law
had identified Mahato as one of the men who had com-
mitted the crime. “The victim’s mother-in-law was
gagged and tied up by Mahato’s men. The accused
then took the victim to another room and raped her
one by one,” the publ.c prosecutor said.

The four convicts were sent to Purulia district cor-
rectional home amidst tight security. Earlier, Haimi
Murmu, an accused, died as the trial was going on.

Bir Singh Mahato
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MP jailed for rap

Statesman News Service

PURULIA/KOLKATA, May
12: Bir Singh Mahato,
Purulia's Forward Bloc
member of Parliament,
was today sentenced,
along with three other per-
sons, to 10 years’ rigorous
imprisonment for raping a
woman on 20 November,
1982.

Mr Subhas Chatterjee,
judge of Purulia’s 'Fast
Track Court, also imposed
a fine of Rs 5,000 on each of
the quartet. If it is not paid,
the prison term will be
extended by six months.
The other convicted peo-
ple are Tipu Karmakar,
Dhan Singh Mura and
Budha Singh Mura.

The incident took place
in Parsidih village of the
Bagmundi area. The case
was filed on 22 November,
1982. Ghasu Singh Mura,
one of the-accused, died
later on. The MP’s lawyer,
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Mr Biswanath Chattetjee,
and the FB spoke of taking
the matter to Calcutta High
Court.

The verdict, scheduled
for Saturday, was delayed
as the MP was campaign-
ing ahead of elections in
North Bengal, the judge
allowing him a brief
respite.

Saying Mahato had been
“framed,” Mr Debabrata
Biswas, FB general secre-
tary, promised attempts to
have him freed on bail.
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Charge- sheeted

Supreme Court notice to Centre
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NEW DELHI: A five-judge Constitu-
tion Bench of the Supreme
Court will examine the question
whether a person with a criminal
background or charge-sheeted
in criminal cases can be appoint-
ed as a Minister in the Union or
State Government.

Considering the fact that im-
portant issues of public impor-
tance — good governance, moral
turpitude, purity of system and
public perception — were in-
volved, a Bench, comprising
Chief Justice Y.K. Sabharwal
and Justice C.K. Thakker, re-
ferred to a Constitution Bench a
public interest petition filed by
Manoj Narulla challenging the
induction of certain tainted per-
sons in the Union Council of
Ministers.

The Bench said that “having
regard to the magnitude of the
problem besides its vital impor-
tance, it is proper that the writ
petition be heard by a Constitu-
tion Bench.”

It issued notice to the Centre,
the Attorney General and Advo-
cates General of all the States
seeking their response in four
weeks. Since the Bench felt that
individuals need not be made re-
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spondents in the petltlon, it or- |
dered the deletion of the names |
of Prime Minister Manmohan ‘
Singh and Union Ministers Lalu |
Prasad, Mohammed Taslimud-
din and M.A.A. Fatimi.

Senior advocate Rakesh Dwi-
vedi, amicus curiae in the case,
said the issue was important
since the induction of a person
with criminal background as a
Minister was not good for de-
mocracy. Solicitor General G.E.
Vahanvati appearing for the
Centre agreed that it was a mat-
ter of great public importance.

Presumption of innocence

Additional Solicitor General
Gopal Subramanian appearing
on behalf of the Attorney Gener-
al said the question of maintain-
ability of the petition should be
considered. He said the concept
of presumption of innocence be-
fore the guilt was proved in court
had to be considered.

However, the Bench said that
here it was a question of a person
not having the right to be a Min-
ister. The matter should be con-
sidered in the context of good
governance, purity of system,
equality and public perception,
both internally andinternation-
ally.
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