Prachanda to lead
dialogue team -

Maoists’ roadmap for future may create problems

Ameet Dhakal

KATHMANDU: Chairman of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist), Prachanda, on Satur-
day laid down his party’s politi-
cal roadmap for future, and said
he himself would lead the rebels
in the “high-level” dialogue with
the government.

Issuing a statement, Mr. Pra-
chanda said that a recently held
central committee meeting of
his party decided that the rebel
dialogue team be led by himself.
The Maoists have also formed a
three-member dialogue prepar-
atory committee, headed by par-
ty spokesman and  Mr.
Prachanda’s confidant, Krishna
Bahadur Mahara, “The team will
prepare ground for high-level
dialogue,” said the rebel state-
ment. A senior minister told
The Hindu that the government
team would be headed by Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala.
“But that’s a long way off,” said
the minister, requesting ano-
nymity.

This is for the first time that
Mr. Prachanda himself will be
heading the rebels in the nego-
tiating table. Three rounds of
dialogue were abandoned in the
past for lack of their success. The
first dialogue was held in 2001
and the second and the third in
2003. Over 13,000 people have
died since the rebels started
armed insurgency ten years ago.

The rebels have also proposed
their roadmap for future. The
roadmap sequences the future
political course in the following
order: Finalisation of the code of
conduct, formation of full talks

« Maoists have also formed
a three-member dialogue
preparatory committee

« Cautions on the
possibllity of a counter
revolntion In the country

team, release of all political de-
tainees, beginning of the dia-
logue, dissolution of the House
and the current government,
scrapping of the constitution,
political round table that will
form an interim government
and interim constitution, re-
drawing of the election constitu-
encies, election to the
constituent assembly under
credible international monitor-
ing and, finally, restructuring of
the Nepali state and the army.

The rebel leader has also cau-
tioned on the possibility of a
counter revolution in the coun-
try and has warned the seven
party alliance (SPA) that his par-
ty was ready to lead another
public uprising if they did not
honour people’s aspiration for a
republic.

Observers say the rebel road-
map could be problematic for
the parties, for they do not con-
template dissolution of parlia-
ment and the present
government anytime soon.

A senior leader of the Nepal
Congress, and lawmaker, Ram-
chandra Poudel, told
The Hindu that parliament
would not be dissolved leaving a
political vacuum. Another law-
maker Pari Thapa said, “Parlia-
ment will not be dismissed until

the modality and procedure of
the election to the constituent
assembly is agreed upon.” But
the rebels have categorically said
that the House of Representa-
tives and the government should
be dissolved soon after the be-
ginning of the dialogue, paving
way for the formation of an in-
terim government.

The House of Representatives
on Saturday unanimously elect-
ed Subash Nembang, a CPN-
UML lawmaker, Speaker. Nem-
bang, a lawyer by profession, is a
former Minister of Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs.

Breaking the tradition of tak:
ing the oath of office at the roya
palace, Nembang took the oatl
of office at parliament.

The Speaker’s post had falle:
vacant after Tara Nath Ranabh:
resigned as Speaker under pres
sure from the SPA immediate]
after the House was reinstate:
The lawmakers were angry wit
Ranabhat for his “dubious” ro.
during the King’s direct rule.

He had refrained from cris
icising the king when he seize
absolute power on February.
20065.

He had also rebuffed parties
request to him to chair the
“mock” sessions of parliament
that the parties held on the
street.

A cabinet source on Saturday
revealed that Chief Secretary
Lok Man Singh Karki was among
the suspended officials by the |
government on Friday.

The government had sus-
pended chiefs of the three secu-
rity agencies, along with six
other senior security officials.



Nepal to curtail
King's powers -~

Nine top security officials suspended \’\\‘6

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s new Govern-
ment headed by Prime Minister
G. P. Koirala is planning to issue
a proclamation that will curtail
the King’s powets and privileges,
the Finance Minister said on
Saturday, but he declined to con-
firm reports that the monarch
might have to pay taxes for the
first time.

A declaration of Parliament
asserting the sovereignty of the
people and Parliament, which
would have the effect of a law, is
being prepared by the Govern-
ment and is being discussed
among the seven parties in the
ruling alliance, Finance Minis-
ter Ram Saran Mahat said.

Discussions on

“The document will certainly
curtail the King's power and
privileges, this is certain, but
what the specifics will be, we are
discussing,” Mr. Mahat said. “It
is definitely on the cards but it
will be thoroughly discussed.”

A Government official sepa-
rately said the details being dis-
cussed included asking the King
to pay taxes and reduce his pal-
ace budget, which, according to
media reports, grew from Rs 120

million (Nepal) to Rs 600 mil-
lion when he was running the
Government. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity citing
parliamentary propriety.

People’s aspirations

Mr. Mahat declined to con-
firm the details of the proclama-
tion. “Iam sorry, I cannot go into
the specifics,” he said, adding
that the proclamation would re-
flect the aspirations of the peo-
ple. -

Meanwhile, the Government
on Saturday suspended nine top
security officials, a day after ar-
resting five former Cabinet min-
isters, in a crackdown on King
Gyanendra’s old royal regime.

The Government action came
as Maoist leader Prachanda
warned that the country faced
another “people’s revolution” if
lawmakers broke their commit-
ments to the rebels and defied
“republican sentiment.”

The nine high-ranking securi-
ty officials included the heads of
the police, armed police and the
national investigation depart-
ment. “Friday’s emergency Cab-
inet meeting took the decision to
suspend the security officials,”

KATHMANDU: The United
States has lifted travel
warning issued to non-
essential staff and their
family members at its Nepal
mission.

The State Department has
permitted all non-essential
mission personnel and their
families to return to Nepal, a
notice issued by the U.S.
embassy here.

Concerned about their
safety, the Department on
April 24 had ordered all non-
essential mission personnel

U.S. lifts travel curbs

~ return to full operations on

and families to leave Nepal
amidst the pro-democracy
uprising.

The consular section,
which resumed certain
services on May 1, will

Monday, including visa
interviews.

The United States last
month had also closed down
various missions including
American Centre and the
consular section in view of
the escalating violence in
Nepal. — PTI

said Home Ministry Secretary
Umesh Mainali.

State-run media reported that
the officials were suspended for
“using excessive force against
pro-democracy protesters.”

On Friday, four ex-ministers
and one assistant minister — in-
cluding the former Home Minis-
ter, Information Minister and
Foreign Minister — were jailed
for 90 days.

A family member of one of the
ministers has said he was being
held on charges of plotting
against the new administration.

The new multi-party Govern-
ment took power in late April
after King Gyanendra was forced
to give up absolute rule follow-
ing nationwide pro-democracy
protests that were backed by the
rebels and left at least 19 persons
dead.

New constitution

The King had sacked the gov-
ernment in February 2005,
claiming it failed to tackle a
bloody Maoist revolt that has
left at least 12,500 dead.

The rebels confirmed in a
statement Saturday that Pra-
chanda will head the guerrilla
side in planned peace talks to
end the decade-long insurgency.

Parliament was restored by
the King last month. It has
pledged to hold elections for a
constituent assembly — meeting
a key demand of the Maoist re-
bels — to rewrite the constitu-
tion that would decide the future
of the world’s only Hindu mon-
archy.

The Maoists have battled
since 1996 to install a single par-
ty Communist republic in the
impoverished Himalayan nation
sandwiched between India and
China.

But they have since agreed to
accept whatever constitution is
agreed to by a new agsembly and
to function in a multi-party
democratic system. — AP, AFP /
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free Maoist
detenus
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Talks with Prachanda fruitful

Ameet Dhakal

KATHMANDU: In a bid to boost the
upcoming peace talks, Nepal on
Monday decided to release all
Maoist detenus charged under
the Terrcrist and Disruptive Ac-
tivities (Control and Puni-
shment) Ordinance.

Minister for Information and
Communications Dilendra Pra-

' sad Badu told journalists that

the decision was taken at a Cabi-
net meeting held at Prime Min-
ister Girija Prasad Koirala's
official residence.

Following the decision, the
Appellate Court, Patan, released
75 Maoists. More releases are
expected in the districts. About
350 Maoist rebels, who are
charged under TADQO, are lan-
guishing in various jails.

Home Minister Krishna Pra-
sad Sitaula and Maoist leader
Prachanda held discussions on
Sunday. Mr. Sitaula, along with
Maoist chief negotiator Krishna
Bahadur Mahara, flew to a re-
mote village in Kanskai district,
some 200 km northwest of
Kathmandu, to meet the rebel

; leader.

Roadmap to peace

Mr. Mahara, speaking in the
capital on Monday, said the talks
were fruitful. “The Government
explained its roadmap to peace.
We have taken it in a new spirit
and will show maximum flexibil-
ity to reach the main goal [Con-
stituent Assembly elections].”
Mr. Mahara, who is also the spo-
kesperson of the Maoist party,

nan

- A -

The Fip

o Maoists hint at readiness
to drop House dissolution
issue

o Next round of talks to
focus on ceasefire
monitoring

hinted that they were ready to
drop the House dissolution is-
sue, a sticking point between the
rebels and the Seven Party Alli-
ance. “We should not get tangled
on the issue of whether and
when the House should be dis-
solved.”

Asked about the next round of

talks, he said they would take
place “in three days, or latest by
the end of this week.” The talks
would take up the issues of cea-
sefire monitoring and the need
for an interim Constitution.

Party office opened

The rebels opened their party
office in Lalitpur district, on the
banks of the Bagmati that sep-
arates Kathmandu from the an-
cient district.

Inaugurating the office,
Maoist polit bureau member
Dev Gurung said it was aimed at
maintaining contact with the
people in the Kathmandu valley.
“We want to listen to what the
people have to say, and will hon-
our their wishes.”

Cabinet expanded

Meanwhile, Mr. Koirala add-
ed three more members to his
Cabinet on Sunday.

WU




No interim govt unless rebels
» »lay down arms: Nepal »,

Pokhra (Nepal): No interim
power-sharing government
will be formed with Maoists
in Nepal until the rebels lay
down their arms, home min-
ister Krishna Prasad Sitaula
said on Wednesday.

“Formation of the interim
government is not possible
without settling the Maoists’
arms issues,” Sitaula told jour-
nalists in the western tourist
town of Pokhra.

“The interim government
containing the Maoists will
be formed only after the man-
agement of the rebels’ arms.”

Nepal’s authorities and
Maoist rebels clinched a land-
mark deal on June 16 which
will see parliament dissolved
and power shared in a new in-
terim government, which is
due to come into being with-
in a month.

The question of the rebels
laying down arms was not ad-
dressed in their eight-point
agreement, although the two
sides agreed to request UN
monitoring of arms by the
rebels and Nepal’s army dur-
ing voting for a body to redraft
Nepal’s constitution.

Sitaula told Wednesday’s
: media conference that the
i Maoists, who have been fight-

i ingtoinstall a communist re-

Nepal government claims that Maoists had agreed to settle the

arms issue before the formation of the interim government

public in Nepal for the past
decade at the cost of more
than 12,500 lives, had agreed
to settle the arms issue “be-
fore the formation of the in-
terim government.”

“The United Nations will be
invited soon to manage and
monitor the arms of both the

state and the Maoists before go-
ing for constituent assembly
elections,” the minister said.
“It will take time to invite
the United Nations because
we are still engaged in con-
sultations with the Maoists on
decommissioning of therebel
arms.” AGENCIES
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Maoists to
join interim
govt in Nepal

Prachanda Strlkes Deal In First

Public Appeara

" a
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Kathmandu: The Maoists in
Nepal, who have waged a
decade-long war to seize con-
trol of the Himalayan nation,
agreed on Friday to join an in-
terim government to be
formed within a month, the
rebels’ leader Prachanda said
after his face-to-face talks with
prime minister Girija Prasad
Koirala.

“This is a historic decision
and will move the country in
anew direction,” he said after
his nine-hour meeting with
Koirala and leaders of the rul-
ing Seven-Party Alliance
(SPA).

The interim government,
which will eventually create a
new permanent constitution,
will replace the current par-
liament as well as the Maoists’
‘people’s government’, which
rules over the territory they
control. Prachanda said he
wanted elections to a con-
stituent assembly by May 2007
at the latest.

The agreement also calls
for the creation of an interim
constitution within three
months and United Nations
oversight of both the Nepalese
soldiers and Maoist fighters.
It made no mention, however,
of disarmament.

“We have begun a new po-
litical experiment in the world
through collaboration between
parliamentary forces and
armed insurgents for & single
agenda,” Prachanda said. “We
treat this experiment not as a
political give-and-take but a his-
toric test, which has spread a
new message in the world for
peace and liberty.”

The announcement fol-
lowed talks that began early
in the morning, when home
minister K P Sitaula escorted
Prachanda, his wife Sita and
his deputy Baburam Bhattarai
in a helicopter to Kattmandu
from Pokhara. They were driv-
en straight to Koirala’s resi-

1\ A
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ence in his official vehicle un-
der heavy security. Soon after,
the heads of the political par-
ties joined them.

It was the first time that
Prachanda, whose real name
is Pushpa Kamal Dahal, had
met the country’s top leader-
ship since insurgency began
in 1996.

The rebel leader said the
agreement between the two
sides was a landmark decision
towards uprooting the 237-0ld
feudal structure of the state
and beginning of an inclusive
system with space for all peo-
ple to decide their fate.

Prachanda also said he
wanted to settle in the capital
in the near future and go hand-

Maoist chief Prachanda (left)
with opposition leader Madhav
Kumar Nepal at a news
conference at the PM's
residence at Baluwatar in
Kathmandu on Friday

in-hand with the SPA to im-
plement the people’s mandate
given through the recent
democracy agitation. He dom-
inated the press meet where
other Maoist and SPA leaders
were also present.
Government officials made
no immediate comment on the
agreement, but observers were
pleased. “Today’s meeting was
a breakthrough in establish-
ing peace in Nepal,” said
Narayan Wagle, editor of Kan-
tipur, the country’s biggest
newspaper. “Prachanda ap-
pearing in public in the capi-
tal was a big achievement that
guarantees they (the rebels)

will not be returning to the s

jungles again.”
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Kathmandu, June 28 N L

NEPAL’S PARLIAMENT members and ministers on
Wednesday took a fresh oath of office at a function
which, for the first time, marked the absence of the

King, while Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
was forced to skip the event due to ll-health.

House of Representative Speaker Subhash
Nemwang adminis-
tered the oath of of- ,
fice and secrecy to
Deputy Speaker Chi- RlSE or -
tralekha Yadav and
members of the §£M$QRAGY
House of Representa-
tives, National As-
sembly (upper house) and Chairpersons of all Par-

" liamentary Committees at the Parliament Build-
ing here.

All MPs, ministers and Parliament Committee
chairpersons were, on May 18, instructed to take
fresh oath as per the historic Parliamentary procla-
mation that severely curtailed powers of King Gya-
nendra and declared the House of Representatives
as the most powerful sovereign body.

Former Minister Badri Prasad Mandal, who was
grilled by the high-level commission formed to in-
vestigate the atrocities committed to suppress the
pro-democracy movement of the country, also took
the oath of office.

Earlier, the King used to swear-in the prime min-
ister and other MPs — before the seven-party gov-
ernment came to power following a 19-day agitation
in April which forced King Gyanendra to give up his
14-month direct rule.

¢
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Nepal panel summons

Ameet Dhakal 4
AL

KATHMANDU: The high level probe
commission formed to investi-
gate the atrocities committed
against the pro-democracy peo-
ple’s movement in Nepal has
sent letters to three Ministers in
the King’s Cabinet to be present
before the Commission by
1la.m. on Tuesday.

In separate letters sent to
Tulsi Giri, Vice-Chairman in the
King’s Council of Ministers and

_ Badri Prasad Mandal and Niksh-
> ya Sumsher Rana, the commis-
sion has said it wants fo

y interrogate them in connection

\ with the Royal Government's
crackdown on pro-democracy
demonstrations.

Though formed on May 5, this
is for the first time that the com-
mission has summoned high-
ranking officials of the King’s
Government. A source at the
commission told that more sum-
mons would follow soon. “This

3 ex-

18 G e P
is just abeginning,"lhe said. pmunist Party of Nepal (Unified |
. . Marxist-Leninist) general sec-
Prachanda in capital retary Madhav Kumar Nepal }

Maoist leader Prachanda and
his second-in-command Babu-
ram Bhattrai arrived here on
Sunday and began consultations
with the leaders of the Seven
Party Alliance (SPA) to “address
suspicions and differences” that
set in after the parties and the
Macists signed a deal on June
16.

The Maoist leaders met Com-

and Nepal Workers and Peas-
ants Party president Narayan
Man Bijuckhhee. Following the
meeting, a member of the
Maoist delegation, Dinanath
Sharma, told State-owned Radio
Nepal that the rebel leaders had
begun discussions with the par-
ty leaders to address the differ-
ences and doubts that have
surfaced after signing the deal.”
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rachanda anc} other top leaders of
he Seven-Party Alliance said. But
10thing specific was said about the de-
commissioning or demobilisation of
the guerrillas.

A committee of legal experts led by
Laxman Aryal, retired judge of the
Supreme Court, has been formed to
draft the ‘interim constitution’ which
will form the basis for formation of an
interim government with Maoist par-
ticipation.

The formation of the interim gov-
ernment would be preceded by dissolu-
tion of the revived house of parlia-
ment and the ‘people’s government’
formed by the Maoists.

“We want that the draft should be
-eady within a month,” Prachanda

;aid, but there are apparently divisions
etween the two sides on the issue. He
a0ped that the election to the con-
stituent assembly will take place
within a year.

Prachanda, his wife Sita Dahal and
party ideologue Baburam Bhattarai
were flown in from Pokhara in west-
ern Nepal in a private helicopter char-
tered by the Government for the sum-

mit-level talks. The ten-hour meet-
ing—in which Koirala and Prachanda
had a one-on-one discussion a couple
of times, together lasting nearly 90
minutes—perhaps encouraged the
Maoist chief to concede that Koirala
or anyone else was free to support
“ceremonial monarchy as that’s what
the competitive multi-party democ-
racy is supposed tobe.”

Prachanda, by all means, was the
uncontested ruler or hero today as he
was flanked by leaders of the 7-party
alliance on the dais, and all listened to
him, at times nodding their heads in
support, when he spoke about the mis-
management of the present govern-
ment.

His guerrillas, most of them carry-
ing bags which many suspected had
arms inside, took charge of the law
and order as well as the responsibility
of regulating the crowds in the prime
minister’s residence.

“I did not want the event of my com-
ing overground in such a poorly man-
aged situation. This shows how pa-
thetically this government has been
running the country,” he said. Deputy

Nepal Maoists join mainstream,
+ . interim government 0

Prime Minister Amik Serchan and
Home Minister K P Sitaula listened
quietly. Sitaual had gone all the way to
Pokhara in the morning to escort the
Maoist leaders to the Prime Minister’s
residence.

“We are not using this peace process
for any short-term political gain. We
want to make this country a model of
peace and development in the whole
world through development, industri-
alisation and drastic cut in unneces-
sary eypenses,” he said adding “what
gloryhas the Nepal army achieved ex-
cept taxing on the government and
committing rapes onwomen?.”

The ministers present there chose
not to respond. Koirala perhaps
sensed the likely embarrassment when
he excused himself from sharing the
dais with the Maoists chief.

“We will manage the country with
just about 20,000 Army instead of the
90,000 at present. Can this army face
Indian or Chinese army in case of
war?” he asked, adding “but we can
train 25 million Nepalese as militias,
and they can defeat Indians or Ameri-
cans if they come aggressively.”
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MAL § Overground after two
decades, Prachanda criticises
govt, ministers listen and nod

Maoists ) join

mainstream,

mtenm&ovly

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE \%’L &'rébels were over. qe

KATHMANDU, JUNE 16 (%'

E did not invoke

Marx, Lenin or

even Mao. For a

change, Maoist

chief Prachanda invoked
Lord Buddha, the apostle of
peace, as his role model for fu-

- ture politics of competitive
parliamentary democracy as

he came overground
and announced the
decision to join the
interim government
to be formed shortly.

“Some 2,500 years
ago, Lord Buddha
led a revolution and

gave a message of peace in

this land. Today we are going
to make another history,”
Prachanda told journalists
within the precincts of the
Prime Minister’s official resi-
dence after the ten-hour
summit-level talks between
the Government and the

The crowded press confer-
ence marked the end of his
underground life that has
spanned  almost  two
decades—its last half as head
of the Maoist insurgency
which began in February 1996.

The meeting which took
place on the eve of Prime

. Minister G P Koirala’s depar-

ture to Bangkok for hlS med-

Prachanda, wife
being driven to the
residence of PM

ical check-up, in
principle, brought
the two sides to an
agreement to nvolve
United Nations for manage-
ment of arms of both the
Nepal Army and the Maoist
guerrillas so that the proposed
elections to the constituent as-
sembly would be fair and free
from intimidation, a state-
ment signed by Koirala,
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Koirala, Prachanda ./

reach 8-point pact
ides express commitment to human rights, press freedom

Y & A g

ATHMANDU: Nepal’s Prime Min-
ister Girija Prasad Koirala and
Maoist supremo Prachanda here
on Friday reached a “historical”
8-point agreement in their first
meeting.

The two sides agreed to draft
an interim constitution, dissolve
both Houses of Parliament and
Maoist’s local governments
through consultations, invite
the United Nations to manage
and monitor the arms of both
armies (state army and the rebel
army), hold constituent assemb-
ly elections in a free and fair en-
vironment, among others. The
agreement also says both the
sides have expressed commit-
ment to competitive and multi-
party politics, rule of law, civil
rights and to uphold human
rights and press freedom.

Drafting committee

They have also formed a five-
member interim constitution
drafting committee that will
prepare the draft within 15 days.
The interim constitution will,
among others, define the process
of the constituent assembly.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Mr. Prachanda said within
one month Parliament and the
Maoist’s local governments
would be dissolved and an inter-
im government would be
formed. “The spirit of the 8-
point agreement is to form the
interim government within a
month,” he said.

He also said that the constitu-

UPBEAT MOOD: (from left) Maoist Polit Bureau member
Baburam Bhattarai, Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
known as Prachanda, general secretary of Nepal
Communist Party Marxist and Leninist Madhav Kumar
Nepal and Home Minister Krishna Sitaula address the
press in Kathmandu on Friday. - PHOTO: AFP

ent assembly elections would be
held within a year, preferably by
next April.

Hailing the agreements, Mr.
Prachanda said, “We have jointly
created a history. No one ever
thought that rebels waging war
and the parties involved in par-

liamentary politics would jointly
make a revolution happen.”

Mr. Prachanda also chose to
speak about the future of the Ne-
pali army and said his party was
in favour of a small.army. “Why
do we need a big army 0f 90,0007
At most it should not exceed
20,000 and the surplus re-

b

sources that otherwise goes to
the army should be used in tack-
ling the poverty in the country.”
Madhav Kumar Nepal, gener-
al secretary of the CPN-UML, |
said, “The country has decisively
entered into the process of the |
constituent assembly and as-

serted that no force in the world
could stop it.”

The former Prime Minister,
Sher Bahadur Deuba, also hailed
the agreement as historic and
said, “We have proven to the

selves.”
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Koirala, Prachanda”
talks anytime soon wvv
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Most of the differences sorted out: Mamsts ﬁ“

Ameet Dhakal

KATHMANDU: The Government
and Maoist negotiators held a
“surprise” second round of talks
here on Thursday afternoon and
agreed on an early meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala and Maoist
Chairman Prachanda, among
others.

After the talks, chief negotia-
tor of the Maoists talks team
Krishna Bahadur Mahara said,
“The supreme leaders will meet
anytime soon.” When prodded
how soon, he said, “Sooner than
you would imagine.”

Since Mr. Koirala is leaving
for Bangkok on Saturday, the
meeting is likely to take place by
Friday evening at the latest.

“We have sorted out most of
the differences between us, now
the meeting of the supreme lead-
ers will address the rest of
them,” He said. He also said the
talks would focus on constituent
assembly elections and manage-
ment of weapons.

Ceasefire monitoring team
Talking to journalists after

-
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o Meeting may take place
today

o Our trust level is high,
- says Minister

the meeting, government chief
negotiator and Home Minister
Krishna Prasad Sitaula urged
the media and the international
commynity not to doubt the
trust between the rebels and the
Government. “Our trust level is
high enough to succeed the
talks.”

The second round of talks,
which the media came to know
only after they started at a Hotel
in Lalitpur at 2 pm, also formed a
31-member ceasefire monitor-
ing committee led by veteran
civil society leader and Finance
Minister in 1990 interim gov-
ernment, Dr. Devendra Raj Pan-
dey.

The talks lasted only for about
two hours since most of the is-
sues were agreed upon
beforehand.

The modus operandi of the
talks team so far has been to ne-

ThE hiNDy

gotiate behind the scene and
come to the formal table only
when they have something to
announce to the press.

A 4-point joint communiqué
issued after the talks said the
U.N. Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights in
Kathmandu would be requested
to provide necessary assistance
to the committee in monitoring
the violations of the ceasefire
code of conduct. The Govern-
ment and the rebels signed a 25-
point code of conduct during
their first round on May 26.

The talks also formed a five-
member team to observe the
peace talks. The members in-
clude the former Supreme Court
judge, Laxman Prasad Aryal, Dr.
Devendra Raj Pandey, former
lawyer Padma Ratna Tuladhar,
the former Speaker, Daman
Nath Dhungana, and the former
Minister and human rights ac-
tivist, Mathura Prasad Shrestha.

AFP reports:

The newly-reinstated Parlia-
ment was adjourned on Thurs-
day for 18 days in an effort to
boost the peace process with
Maoist rebels.



Nepal frees LZA}%
Maoist captives

/d@;amﬁDU. June 13: A
ay after Nepal's new gov-
ernment scrapped a dra-
conian anti-terrorism law
and dropped legal cases and
investigations against over
500 Maoist guerrillas, 124
rebels were freed from pris-
ons on the eve of the next
round of peace talks.
Exultant rebel cadres,
mostly young men, took out
a victory rally in the capital
today, shouting “Gyanendra
murdabad” and “Long live
the Maoist party”. At a
prominent .square near
Kathmandu’s Dasarath
Stadium, Maoists scrawled
graffiti around a royal
ancestor’s statue, delivering
the same message.
Home ministry
spokesman Mr Baman
Prasad Neupane was
reported as saying 61
Maoists, including leaders
of their students wing, had
been released from the

00k
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high-security Nakhu prison
in Kathmandu valley. Last
week, the jailer had

been held captive by pris-
oners for nearly 30 hours.
Over four dozen prisoners
were freed in Kaski, the dis-
trict in western Nepal where
home minister Mr Krishna
Prasad Sitaula had met Ma-
oist supremo Pushpa Kamal
Dahal secretly on Sunday,
and more in Rupandehi and
Mahottari districts.

The releases came after
the cabinet on Monday
announced an end to the
draconian Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities
(Control and Punishment)
Ordinance clamped down
since 2001 and withdrew all
cases against the rebels and
stop investigations. Many
detainees were held illegally
on framed charges even
after the Supreme Court
asked the government to
free them. ® SNS
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Nepal scraps anti-terrorism laws—

Kathmandu: Nepal’s gov-
ernment scrapped anti-ter-
rorism laws on Monday and
withdrew cases against hun-
dreds of jailed communist
rebels, a minister said.

The Cabinet met and de-
cided anyone arrested or im-
prisoned under a tough anti-
terrorism law imposed by the
previous royal government
would be freed, information
minister Dilendra Badu said
told reporters after the meet-
ing.Several Maoist rebels
have been freed since the gov-
ernment and the rebels de-
clared a cease-fire and began
peace taiks in the past few
weeks. However, hundreds re-
main in jail charged under the
anti-terrorism laws.

Rebel spokesman Krishna
Mahara confirmed that the
government had pledged to
¢ free 350 of their jailed mem-
bers and supporters starting
on Monday.

The anti-terrorism laws
were enforced by the previous
government of King Gyanen-
dra to hunt down and prose-
cute rebels. Many rebels had
been charged with murder,
kidnappings and ‘crimes
against the state under the
anti-terrorism laws.

Weeks of street protests by
the alliance of seven major

political parties forced Gya-
nendra to give up powers, re-
instate parliament and ap-
point Girija Prasad Koirala as
prime minister in April.
Since then, the new gov-
ernment and the rebels have

process with rebel Maoists, a
senior politician said on Mon-
day. Parliament reconvened
for the first time in four years
in April after King Gyanen-
dra ended 14-months of direct
rule following mass protests

The top Maoist negotiator, Krishna Bahadur Mahara, talks to the
media in Kathmandu on Monday

declared a cease-fire and have
been holding peace negotia-
tions to end the conflict that
has killed more than 13,000
people.

Meanwhile, Nepal’s new-
ly-reinstated parliament is set
to adjourn for several weeks
so members can devote effort
to boosting a fledgling peace

organised by an alliance of
seven political parties in con-
cert with rebel Maoists.
“The seven party alliance
has decided to adjourn the
house for a few weeks,” said
Madhav Kumar Nepal, the
general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Uni-
fied Marxist-Leninist), Nepal’s

second largest party.

“The break is to make an
environment that is
favourable for talks with the
rebels,” Nepal said.

The decision to adjourn
the house will likely be ap-
proved by parliament Monday,
said Nepal, whose party has
68 seats in the 205 seat legis-

€ are going to discuss
clpfing parliament proceed-
fhgs in Monday'’s sitting in or-
der to speed up the peace talks
with the Maoists,” Narayan
Man Bijukchhe, chairman of
the Nepal Workers and Peas-
ants Party, told AFP. Politi-
cians will return to their con-
stituencies while senior
politicians will concentrate
on the peace process, the Kath-
mandu Post reported.
Nepal’s rebels have been
calling for the dissolution of
the reinstated parliament and
the establishment of an in-
terim government in which
they too will be represented.
The rebels and new gov-
ernment have been observing
a ceasefire for more than a
month and have held one day
of peace talks. More discus-
sions are expected within a
week, after the home minis-
ter made a flying visit to meet
with rebel leaders. acencies

-
;

4 ; ji1k it s
i July U0k

THE 1TinE 'S OF iNIA



-“Nepal Parliarfient session
adjourned to miollify Maoists

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE q {
KATHMANDU, JUNE 11

PEACE efforts in Nepal
have run into rough weather
after the government refused
to dissolve the revived House
of Representatives, something
that the rebel Maoists have
been clamouring for,

As a conciliatory gesture,
however, the Government to-
day decided to put off the on-
going session of the House fora
few weeks, but categorically
said that it was not going to dis-
solve the House.

Maoist leader KB Mahara,
head of the Maoist team at the

peace talks, threatened last
week to go back to the jungle if
Parliament was not dissolved.

“This is an unpractical de-
mand,” said a minister, who
refused to be identified. “We
cannot dissolve Parliament as
ithas been reinstated only af-
ter the people showed such a
massive support. Moreover,
the government needs to pre-

sent the budget next month

in the House.”

‘The Maoists have been leery
of the ruling alliance after most
of their issues—including a
secular Nepal and constituent
assembly elections—were ap-
propriated by the government.

Maoist chief Prachanda, in
a TV interview, has also de-
manded immediate represen-
tation for the Maoists in the
Cabinet—with the liberty to
retain their militia.

Prime Minister G P Koirala
told The Indian Express that
adjourning Parliament should
keep the Maoists mollified for
the time being. “Such irritants
should not damage the peace
process,” he said. Koirala is
expected to soon call
Prachanda to discuss his re-
cent India visit and assure him
that nothing “against the
Maoists” was discussed with
Indian leaders. -
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Rebuild Nepak

'Y \\ Indza should let UN W ’wa.,
come on board e

t is no surprise that G P Koirala’s first official trip after
taking over as Nepal’'s prime minister was to India.
Koirala’s four-day trip to New Delhi was primarily in-
tended to get India’s support to rebuild Nepal's shattered
economy. New Delhi has rightly promised a generous aid pack-
age for Kathmandu. But economic help is only one aspect of
getting Nepal back on track. An equally, if not more, press-
ing issue is getting Maoists involved in the process of elect-
ing a constituent assembly and in drafting a new constitu-
. tion. After the initial euphoria of toppling the king and in-
. stalling a democratic government, little progress has been
. made in working out modalities on how to integrate Maoists
. in the political process. Maoist chief Prachanda has been crit-
i ical of the lack of progress in the dialogue between the rebels
\and the Seven Party Alliance (SPA)-led government. He has
~._plso warned that reinstating parliament without taking into
account the Maoists would lead to bloodshed. While some of
this is rhetoric, if the Koirala government does not act quick-
ly there is a real danger that Nepal might again slide back to
civil war. It is important that the democratic parties use this
historic mement, when the people of Nepal are united against
monarchical rule, to take the Maoists along.

India has to play a proactive role in getting Maoists to give
up arms and join the democratic process. But the way MEA
has been going about this is problematic. New Delhi is re-
portedly trying to get the US and European Union to join In-
dia in backing the Koirala government to squeeze Maoists.
South Block is also opposed to the UN mediating between the
SPA and Maoists because that would give legitimacy to the
rebels. But this move could very well backfire by making
Maoists walk away from negotiations. Now that everyone ac-
cepts Maoists as legitimate players in Nepal, there is ho rea-
son to keep the UN out as mediator. That does not preclude
India from using back-door diplomacy to get Maoists to join
the political mainstream. CPM’s Sitaram Yechury has earli-
er acted as an intermediary between the SPA and Maoists.
Such options could be explored in future too. But MEA's nois-
es against international mediation could well be interpreted
by Kathmandu as India playing neighbourhood bully. New
Delhi must realise that treating South Asia as its own turf
won'’t pay dividends.
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Nepal Ki King's
veto powers

no |

scrapped'

«\7!4

Bills need no royal assent

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Parliament
has unanimously voted to strip
King Gyanendra of his right to
veto laws, ensuring a purely cer-
emonial role for the once power-
ful monarch.

The new regulation was
passed by the lawmakers late on
Saturday, according to a Parlia-
ment notice.

It authorised the House of
Representatives Speaker to cer-
tify the passage of any Bill in
Parliament. The King will no
onger be able to reject Bills and
laws passed by Parliament, and
the lawmakers will not need to
seek his approval while signing
Bills into law.

The King, who was directly
ruling the country for 14 months
after sacking the Sher Bahadur
Deuba Government in February
2005, handed over power to the
Seven-Party Alliance and rein-
stated Parliament in April this
| year after a 19-day agitation
against him.

. A Parligmentary proclama-
| tion last™ month drastically
- clipped the King’s powers and
| Saturday’s regulation formally
\’ eliminated all the authority he
! once had in Parliament.

! All those Ministers, lawmak-
\

|

ers and officials who were ap-
| pointed or sworn in by the King
earlier are required to take the
oath of office once again before a
15-member Special Committee
of MPs headed by the Speaker.
They included the Prime Minis-
ter, Speaker, Deputy Speaker,
. Chairman and Vice-Chairman of

the Upper House, Ministers, the

« Concept of ‘King in
Parliament’ abolished

« Full executive power
centred on Council of
Ministers

» ""We have accepted the
principle of separation of
power"

Opposition leader, the Chief of
the Army Staff, other senior Ar-
my officials, Ambassadors, and
heads of constitutional bodies.

The concept of ‘King in Parlia-
ment” has been abolished
through the new law.

The House of Representatives
has given the authority to the
Special Committee to make “ad-
ditional arrangements” regard-
ing the swearing-in of the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, its
judges, members of the judicial
council, judges of the Appellate
Court and district judges.

Hailing the new regulation,
Special Committee member
Ananda Prasad Dhungana, was
quoted as telling the House: “We
have accepted the principle of
‘separation of power,” which is

vital for democracy.”
Nepal Communist Party-
UML member Asta Laxmi Shak-

ya said the lawmakers were now
free to criticise the King in Par-
liament. Mr. Shakya, however,
said the House should not delay
formulating an Act to decide on
the successor and heir to the
throne. — PTI
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- War.if Nepal not made
a republic: Prachandy

|

!

Kathmandu: Nepal's Maoist leader has warned

that the rebels will go back to !

war unless Nepal is made are-
public following constituent
assembly elections, local me-
dia reported on Tuesday.
“There is no political way

,{o‘ t unless the country opts for

a republican setup. If the par-

h tiesare notready toacceptre-
publicanism as'per the aspirations of people...we
are ready to wage the final war,” Prachanda said
at a meeting in Morang district, the Nepali lan-
guage daily Samacha-rpatra reported.

Accusing the political parties of trying to
“awake the dead tiger” by accepting ceremonial
monarchy, Prachanda warned that the crisis will
not be resolved unless the parties go for a

mmarepublican state.

The Maoist leader warned that there were
people in the new government trying to under-
mine the fragile peace process. agencies i
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-+t Nepal W|thout strings

Indian establishme-
nt’s familiarity with the
visiting prime minister of
Nepal, Girija Prasad

Koirala, should not obscure a sim-
ple new reality. The ageing Koirala
today represents a Nepal thatisvery
different from the one we have
known all these decades.

Steeled in the fire of a successful
pro-democracy movement, the Hi-
malayan Kingdom is now in the
middle of a complex transition to a
republic in all but name. While
Koirala needs all the help he can get
from India, the last thing he needs
is a display of New Delhi’s instinc-
tive paternalism. New Delhi will
have to demonstrably shed that atti-
tude if it needs to construct a suc-
cessful policy towards Nepal in the
coming days. The old ‘hegemon-
protectorate’ relationship is no
longer sustainable between New
Delhi and Kathmandu. Nepal has
changed irrevocably in the 19 days
of the pro-democracy agitation.
That the Nepalese stood up bravely
against the shoot-at-sight orders of
King Gyanendra and refused to
compromise with the monarchy de-
spite the advice from India and the
international community, has in-
jected a new sense of self-confi-
dence in Kathmandu.

Under intense popular pressure
the restored Nepalese parliament
has quickly cut the monarchy tosize,
converted the nation into a secular
state and, yesterday, it declared un-
touchability and caste discrimina-
tion illegal. These decisions reflect
the demands for a fundamental reor-
ganisation of the 200-odd years old
Nepalistate. And the new leaders of
Nepal seem confident that they can
write their own future. As the age of
feudalism and upper caste control in
Nepal unravels, India’s own policy
towards Kathmandu can no longer
reston asmall trans-border Thakur
fraternity, or a manipulation of the
bilateral relationship by a small elite
across the border.

Inretrospect, India’s paternalism

towards Nepalwas a burden rather
than an advantage. New Delhi got
into the bad habit of deciding what is
good for Kathmandu rather than
letting Nepal decide for itself. The
dependent relationship, in turn, en-
couraged the Nepali political classes
to blame India for all their failures.
Posturing against India became an
obsession and the Nepali elite was
prepared to cut its nose to spite the
Indian face. India now has an un-
precedented opportunity to bury
that dismal legacy and reconstruct
the bilateral relationship with Nepal
on the basis of mutual respect and
shared interests. This involves a nor-

End the paternahsm that
marks New Delhi’s ties
with Kathmandu

C. RAJA MOHAN

Koirala’s visit to New Delhi. India
had sensibly held back from rushing
to announce that package and wait
for the Nepalese government to de-
fine its own priorities. India should
know from its own long experience
of receiving international economic
assistance that aid rarely wins either
love or gratitude; it often breeds po-
litical suspicion and resentment.
India’stalk of a ‘Himalayan Mar-
shall Plan’ has already evoked nega-
tive commentary from the left in
Nepal. One hopes India has care-
fully designed its aid package to ad-
dress the real needs of the Nepali
people and is focussed on capacity

India’s announcement of a large aid package is
expected to be the highlight of Koirala’s visit.
India had sensibly held back from rushing to

announce that package

malisation of the relations even as
India and democratic Nepal move
towards a deeper and more complex
engagement in the coming years.
The unfolding transformation of
Nepal for the first time in decades
has marginalised deeply held anti-
India sentiment in that country. But
mistakes on India’s part now could
easily re-ignite that sentiment.
Three major issues stand out for
discussion with Prime Minister
Koirala this week — economic as-
sistance, facilitation of the transition
to a new pclitical order, and creat-
ing a new basis for along-term polit-
ical relationship between New Delhi
and Kathmandu. India’s announce-
ment of a large aid package is
expected to be the highlight of
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building and infrastructure devel-
opment, especially road building in
the Himalayan nation. If “helping
Nepal help itself” should be the
guiding principle for Indian aid,
New Delhi needs to do a lot more
than dispensing money. Prime Min-
ister Mamohan Singh must make a
genuine commitment to Koiralaon
dismantling the huge number of
non-tariff barriers that India has
erected against Nepal. Trade facilita-
tion on the Indo-Nepal border, zero
duty access to much of Nepal’s pro-
duce, and promotion of Indian and
international investment across the
border are more important for the
long-term economic development
of that country than any amount of
aid New Delhi proclaims thisweek.

INDIAN EXPorcg

India will 8o have to be even
more sensitive in defining its own
role and that of the international
community in the difficult transi-
tion towards the planned elcctlon
of a constituent assembly in the
next few months. Instead of letting
its traditional opposition to inter-
national involvement in the sub-
continent and reluctance to con-
tribute to peacekeeping within the
neighbourhood cloud its judge-
ment, India must find a fine bal-
ance in responding to the new se-
curity challenge in Nepal. Working
with the international community
has helped India and the Nepali
people to prevent King Gyanendra
from playing one great power
against the other. Similarly letting
the UN play a carefully defined
role in the Nepali peace process
could be helpful. India must also
undertake a substantive role in ad-
dressing the challenge of arms
management in the transition pe-
riod. India’s own participation must
also be designed to strengthen
the capabilities of Nepal rather
than replace them.

Finally, India must publicly signal
during Koirala’s visit that New
Delhiis prepared to consider alter-
natives to the 1950 treaty that has
guided bilateral relations all these
decades. The 1950 treaty was never
anend initselffor India. But aninde-
pendent, strong, and economically
vibrant Nepal will remain an endur-
ing Indian interest. While Koirala
may not raise the issue, itisin India’s
interest to publicly communicate to
the Nepali people at this moment
that it has no desire tohangonto a
treaty that many across the border
see as hegemonic. Rather than wait
for the treaty to become an issue
once again in Nepal, India must of-
fer Koirala the prospect of building
future ties between the two nations
on the basis of a new treaty that is
equal and more representative of
the timeswe are in.

raja.mohan@ expW



New regime
focusof
Koirala visit

PEW B oo
NILOVA Roy Chaudhury

tered by a spell of po-

litical instability, Nep-
al is now looking at its
neighbours for a massive
inflow of aid.

And encouraged by the
“smooth transition to civil-
ian rule” in the Himalayan
kingdom, with restoration
of Parliament and “serious
attempts” to bring Maoists
intc the mainstream, India
has firmed up a compre-
hensive economic package
for the beleaguered nation.

The package will be pre-
sented to Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala
when he comes on an offi-
cial visit to New Delhi be-
tween ‘June 6 and 9, his
first trip abroad after as-
surning office on April 30.
According to a statement
from the ministry of exter-
nal affairs, Koirala (84) will
be accompanied by a dele-
garion of ministers and
business representatives.

During the visit, at the
invitation of Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, the
two leaders are expected
discuss the entire gamut of
bilateral issues, including
what officials called the
“challenge” of negotia-
tions with Maoists.

The insurgents have to
“show allegiance to parlia-
mentary democracy” and
eschew violence and threats
of extortion before they can
be accepted legitimately, of-
ficials here pointed out.

India, which has already
piedged support to help re-
vive Nepal’s economy and
aid the country’s massive
reconstruction efforts af-
ter the King was forced to
hand over power to a sev-
en-party alliance, will con-

ITS ECONOMY shat-

-

REUTERS
A Maoist rebel in Kathmandu.

King in first public
appearance

NEPAL'S KING Gyanendra
attended a Hindu festival
in Kathmandu on Friday,
his first public appearance
since being stripped of
most of his powers by
Parliament last month.
Witnesses noted that the
usual fanfare that had
greeted the king's public
appearances at the height
of his powers was absent,
although some 1,000
people turned up to see
the monarch, who
attended the festival for
around 20 minutes.

AFP, Kathmandu

sult Koirala before making
the package public.

Delhi’s assistance will
be closely monitored by the
US and European Union
too for, after all, they are
Nepal’s major donors and
have been following Delhi’s
lead in reacting to the fast-
changing situatio ~ .~
land-locked count:

o
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Nepal Maoists set fresh condmons

Want dJssolutlon of govt and return of army ba.rracks

AGENCIES . S

N {0
Kathmandu,June1l .~  \* \K b

MAOISTS IN Nepal on Thursday sought
dissolution of the multy-party govern-
ment and re-instated Parliament and
asked the army to return to barracks as
part of confidence-building measures to
move the peace process forward.

They also insisted that the government
should not make any delay in releasing all
political prisoners and making public the
whereabouts of the Maoist cadre who
have been missing after being detained by
security forces.

Addressing a Press conference, chief
Maoist negotiator Krishna Bahadur Ma-
hara asked the ruling seven-party alliance
to dissolve the re-instated Parliament and
government, abolish the present Constitu-
tion and convene a wider political confer-
ence to hold the Constituent Assembly
elections, the major demands of the
Maoists. He also asked Nepalese Army to
return to barracks.

Mahara said the rebels were committed
to the 25-point code of conduct they signed
during the recent first round of talks with
the government. He dismissed the allega-
tions that the Maoists were extorting mon-

from la¥a)
g

i

Krishna Bahadur Thapa: Tough stand

ey but admitted that they had been volun-
tarily collecting funds from people to feed
their army and also raising taxes as they
ran a parallel government.

He also did not rule out possibility of
mediation in dialogue with the govern-
ment and said they were also working to
form a committee to monitor the ceasefire.

Mahara said they would discuss with
the government during the next round of
talks the type of mediation they would

THE HILLS! AN VIMES

need to move ahead the peace process. Ma-
hara said both the seven-party alliance
and Maoists were the forces of the “Peo-
ple’s Movement”.

He stressed the need to convene a polit-
ical conference involving the seven par-
ties, Maoists, the civil society and all oth-
er forces that took part in the people’s
movement to decide the mechanism for
holding constituent assembly polls.

Mahara said that now it was time to
strengthen unity among the pro-People’s
Movement forces and not to create crisis
of confidence. He expressed concern over
the slow pace of development in releasing
political prisoners and other aspects of
the agreement with the government.

At the press meet held ahead of the first
public meeting of Maoists here after the

. restoration of democracy, he said that

their tomorrow’s major meeting would be
totally peaceful and nobody would attend
it in combat dresses or carrying weapons.
He, however, ruled out the possibility of
Maoist chief Prachanda appearing at the
public meeting.

“We should foil all types of conspira-
cies that are designed to prevent us from
going to the constituent assembly elec-
tions,” he said.



SHNA BAHADUR
MAHARA, spokes-
man of the Com-

unist Party of

Nepal (Maoist) and coordi-
nator of the three-member
. Maoist team that last month
" began peace talks with the
- new government of Nepal,
speaks to SUDESHNA SAR-
KAR about the new phase i in
* the People’s War.

. Last month, you held pre-
. liminary negotiations with
‘-the government of Prime
- Minister Girija Prasad
. Koirala and' agreed on a
- code of conchict. What is the
* agenda for the next round of
" talks?

The formation of a broad
“'national assembly to re-
".place Parliament... All the
- forces that had taken partin
the April agitation against
_ King Gyanendra ~ the seven
‘political parties, us, civil
- society, professional organi-
* sations, rights bodies  ~
- should be represented in
- the assembly. That would
- truly fulfill the mandate of
- the protests. People want a
" republic, not a constitution-
“al monarch, and the seven-
party alliance has pledged
to hold an election that will
_ask people to choose bet-
. ween the king and a repub-
. lic. Then why did the parties
- follow the old Constitution
- of 1990 and agree on the
reinstatement of Parlia-
.. ment? Since people want to
.. scrap the old Constitution ~
" which provides for a king ~
and have a new one under

which monarchy will be

- abolished, remstatmg the
.house was a regressive step
"and a grave mistake. We
want the old- Constitution,
Parliament and government
to be dissolved. In their
place, there should be anin-
terim Constitution, an inte-
- rim Parliament, and an inte-
..rim government. This gov-
. ernment will start the pro-
;. cess for holding a constitu-
.-ent..assembly election so
. that there is.a new Consti-
_tution. This is not as elabo-
rate as it sounds. If we reach
a consensus with the p
quickly, the whole thing can
- be done within six months.

As long as the king remains
. in Nepal and continues to
exercise considerable influ-
ence, will the election be
free and fair? -

The king and the army
-have not changed. They
- have just retreated one step.
_That is why there is still the

danger of the king taking -

- over once again, of reassert-

-ing himself. One has te con- -

sider the possibility that he
could conspire anew. The
question is, what can we do
to prevent that? There is a
new, strong unity among
the forces that that took part
in the people’s movement
against the king. We are
united over the political
goal ~ to hold a constituent
assembly election (that will
ask people to choose
between monarchy and a
republic). There are differ-

‘ences over the procedure,

technique and petty issues.
The forces that do not want
us to hold the election are
trying to foment disunity
over these problems. The
parties should not fall into
that trap. We must rise
above these and heed the
people’s aspitations. If we
can do that, we will be able
to foil the conspiracy. To
ensure that the constituent

neutralised so- that they
don't influence it.And this is
the best possible way of
doing it.

The earlier round of talks in
August 2003 broke down
because the army killed 19

Nepal doesn’t
need a single

soldier... For

Nepal to Q@
remaina ¥ Q\
soverelgn ‘7
country, its

. people have to

be politically
conscious...

assembly election would be

free and fair, we have also

asked for national and
international supervision.

You had raised the question
of international supervision
earlier too, suggesting that
both. the, Nepal Army, and
your ?eople s Liberation

* Army lay down arms under

the supervision of the UN ~
or a similar credible agency
~ to create a fear-free
atmosphere for the election.
But this was rejected by roy-
alists who said it was
unthinkable that a sover-

eign country would have its
army lay down arms under
aforeign agency.

We are not tallqng of for-
eign political powers but of
a neutral, credible, humani-
tarian agency. There are two
armies in Nepal, ours and
the state’s, and during the
election, ‘both should be

people in Doramba village
in central Nepal during a
cease-fire. Are you confi-
dent the army will not try to
wreck the talks this time?
‘We have misgivings about
the army, whether it will

. remain. under the govern--
ment’s ‘control. or not,
-whether it ‘will- obey the

code of conduct agreed
upon by both the govern-
ment .and us. If that hap-
pens, we have to again bat-
tle the forces responsible for

. breaking off the talks. That is

why I can't say there is no
possibility of the talks
breaking down; there is
such a possibility. In the
past too, the army tried to
force us ‘into resuming
arms. We are sincere, hon-
est, serious; we want to find
a way forward. But no one
should think we came
because we have weakened.
We: came because of the

N

people’s desire.
If you look at the
Doramba incident, it didn’t

‘weaken us; it weakened the

army. The npation was
pushed into a civil war again
and the army had to retreat.
They did not win... The
army’s movements are sus-
picious, even today.

\Movements are afoot to cre-
~ ate a negative image of the

mass rally we have called in
Kathmandu on 2 June. Look
at the spate of robberies in
Kathmandu, the sectarian
violence in Birgunj. So 1

can't say there is no possibil-

ity of a conspiracy. But
today, the people’s move-
ment has reached a strong
stage; people’s conscious-
ness has reached a very high
level. This has to be institu-
tionalised at the earliest. For
that we have to hold the
constituent assembly elec-

and change

armies are merged and a
new army has been created,
we have to decide- if «this
army will remain in the bar-
racks or be employed in
nation building. We don't
favour keeping an army-in
the barracks thus proving a
burden on the state exche-
quer. )

The parties say they led the
April agitation that forced
the king to quit. Is that a cor-
rect assessment?

The seven parties had
been agitating against the
king for nearly one and a
half year. Their protests ran
into relay hunger strikes,
not more than-that. Some of
their leaders would be
arrested and the protests
would end. Not a single
party leader could go to the
remote villages to mobilise
people. So when the parties
say it was their protest, it is
self-aggrandisement. The
main reason the protests
were a success was our 10-
year-old movement during

- which we have been raising

people’s  consciousness

l . level.

From the begmmng, we

had been advocating a

peaceful struggle.. Other-
wise, why did we appear for -
talks? We had called a truce
and we tried to awaken
people through mass ral-
lies. But the government
wouldn't let us. So we tried
to strike a balance between

j - political action and military

tion as early as possible and
build a new Nepal.

In a “new” Nepal, what will
you do with two armies?
The Nepal Army has nearly
1,00,000 soldiers and your
People’s Liberation Army
claims to have anequal
number. What will a small
country like Nepal do with
such a giant army?
Theoretically speaking,
Nepal doesn't need a single
soldier. If there is an exter-
nal invasion by China, India
or the USA, Nepal can't win
with an army of 2,00,000!
For Nepal to remain a sover-
eign country, its people
have, to be politically con-

scious; we have to create

patriotic citizens. Once
there is peace, internal
security can be provided by
the people’s militia or by the
Nepal - police. Practically
speaking, after both the

.action. In the capital, we

concentrated on a peaceful
protest and in the outer dis-

tricts - like Palpa and

Makwanpur ~ we launched,
military offensives. Both

actions are complementary.

One wouldn't have been

successful without the

other.

You called a three-month
cease-fire in April. What
happens after it expires? -

We too want peace; we
want a cease-fire that will
last. But people don't want
peace alone; they want
change as well. Without
change, it would be a dead
peace. That is why they sup- -
ported us during the anti-
king agitation. If they had
wanted only peace, they
wouldn't have stood behind
us in April.

(The interviewer is The
Statesman’s Kathmand
based Correspondent.) /
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Sudeshna Sarkar

KATHMANDU, May 31:
Less than a fortnight after
he was tamed by parlia-
ment, Nepal's King Gyan-
endra is going to lose more
legislative and ceremonial
powers with a parliamen-
tary committee drawing up
guidelines for the reinstat-
ed house that seek to min-
imise the king’s presence in
government matters.

The king will no longer
be the appointing authori-
ty of ambassadors and
chiefs of constitutional
bodies like the Chief Justice

and Chief Election
Commissioner.
Foreign diplomats will no

longer present their cre-
dentials to him at the
Narayanhity royal palace
but instead meet the Prime
Minister at his office. The
royal seal will no longer be
needed to enact a new law;
instead the Speaker can
proclaim a resolution law
after it is passed by parlia-
ment. Nor will the king’s
assent be required to
deploy the army.

Finally, in another blow
to the chauvinistic nation-
alism advocated by the roy-
alists, the national dress ~
the daura suruwal and cap
~ will no longer be obliga-
tory at government func-

Royal wings to
clipped further

tions and events attended
by the king.

The decisions are part of
the 71-page guidelines
drawn up by a committee
comprising leaders of the
seven party alliance to reg-
ulate parliamentary pro-
ceedings. They were tabled
on Tuesday and are to be
finalised by 4 June, the very
day five years ago when
Prince Gyanendra was cro-
wned King.

The committee has also
axed the tradition of a royal
address to parliament
hefore tabling the budget,
authorising the Prime
Minister to do the honours
instead. Indeed, when the
budget is presented next
month, it is likely to give
another glancing blow to
the royal family as finance
minister Dr Ram Sharan
Mahat is reportedly press-
ing to reduce the palace’s
allowances to about NRS
200 million from the cur-
rent NRS 750 million,

Meanwhile, Nepal’s par-
liament struck a blow for
gender equality as well,
deciding  unanimously
Tuesday that in future, chil-
dren would be able to get
citizenship on the basis of
their mother’s identity and
the government would
have to reserve 33 per cent
seats for women in all gov-

to
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ernment bodies. The issue

was raised by lawmaker Ms

Vidya Bhandari
Communist  party
Nepal-Unified

of

of the :

Marxist |

Leninist, who crashlanded

into power politics after the
death of her husband
Madan Bhandari,
charismatic general secre-
tary of the party, but then
came into her own and

the |

held her seat against oppo- |

sition Goliaths like a for-
mer prime minister and
former Speaker .

The current citizenship

law that says a child would
be given Nepali citizenship -

only if the father is a Nepali
leaves in the lurch children
born to rape victims, chil-
dren abandoned by their
fathers and children born

to Nepali women married
to non-Nepalis, especially

Indians.

There are about two
dozen laws that discrimi-
nate against women.

Activists had an uphill task

in getting some amended
by the government, like the

law that makes abortion :
legal under certain circum-

stances, which remained

held up at the palace for a :
long time. Since last year, -

some discriminatory laws
and traditions have been
struck down by Supreme
Court.

THE S7 ATTSMAN



Maoists step up anti-

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, MAY 31

HEAD of their
first-ever public
meeting in Kath-
mandu due on
Friday, the Maoists seem to
have revived their anti-India

ers who have not been named
yet, is likely to demand uncon-
ditional election to the Con-
stituent Assembly. In all possi-
bility, the rally would also be
the formal launch of the pro-
republic agenda of the party.
While Maoist cadres have
painted walls in and around

lndla

propaganda 'ahead of talks

S

to prevent any outbreak of vi-
olence. Home Minister Kr-
ishna Sitaula’s response in Par-
liament that deployment of
army has not been ordered,
was quite “irresponsible”, a se-
nior army official said.
Meanwhile, Maoist chief
Prachanda has said that he

stance. A pamphlet circulated Kathmandu with pro-republic  may hold direct talks with PM
by the special central com- slogans, a sense of terror pre~  Girija Prasad Koirala within a
mand of the Communist Party Maolst chief Prachanda vails as they have asked schools ~ fortnight but wanted all senior
of Nepal-Maoistsblames India ~ pamphiet says. Many thought  and factories to provide food  rebel leaders to be freed from
and the US of conspiring to  that India’s involvement in  and lodging to their cadres jails in India and Nepal before
prevent a true democracy get-  bringing the Maoists and the  who will come to the rallyfrom their parleys. The government
ting established in Nepal. seven party alliance togetheron  different partsofthe country.  has assured to take up the mat-

“The imperialist USandthe  a 12-point understanding had The security forces, espe- ter with India and also make
hegemonistic Indiaare conspir-  softened the Maoists’ attitude ~ cially the Nepal Army, appear public whereabouts of people
ingto prepare amasterplanto  towards India, but the pam-  demoralised with the Maoists ~ who disappeared after deten-
retain ceremonial monarchy...  phlet proves otherwise. grandpreparationandthegov- tion by security forces,
and stall advent of full-fledged Friday’s rally, to be ad- emment’s ipdifference to- Prachanda said to the Anna-
democracyinthe country,”the  dressed by senior Maoistlead-  wards securj arrangements  purna Post. —With PTI
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Nepal Backs Ceremonial
Monarchy

By John Lancaster
Washington Post Foreign Service
Friday, May 19, 2006; A17

NEW DELHI, India, May 18 -- Nepal's newly
reinstated parliament gave overwhelming approval
Thursday to a plan that would strip King Gyanendra of
all but ceremonial powers, revoking his control of the
army and palace budget and requiring the royal family
to pay taxes.

Passed on a voice vote, the resolution was the most

forceful action taken by lawmakers since Gyanendra agreed last ronth to restore parliament after
violent protests had brought the Himalayan kingdom to the brink of anarchy. Nepal's multi-party
democracy had been in suspended animation since February 2005, when the king assumed absolute
powers he said were needed to crush a Maoist insurgency.

The measure passed Thursday does not have the force of law, and its provisions will have to be passed
as separate legislation. Even then, questions would remain about how to implement the changes. Under
Nepal's constitution, Gyanendra remains the head of state and would theoretically have to sign them into
law.

Lawmakers asserted, however, that Thursday's declaration overrides the constitution and requires no
endorsement from the king. "It reflects the aspirations of the people and respects the sacrifices of the
people who were martyred during the movement," Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala said in
presenting the resolution to parliament. "Now no one can dare underestimate this. [ urge people to
remain alert and rise against anyone who tries to interfere in this and undermine this.”

The resolution targets the Shah dynasty, which has ruled Nepal since 1769, its kings revered as
incarnations of the Hindu god Vishnu. Some of the changes it calls for are symbolic. For example, the
formal designation His Majesty's Government of Nepal would become simply the Nepal government,
and the country would be identified as a secular rather than a Hindu state.

Other changes would remove real authority. Control of the military and security services would be
transferred to parliament. Lawmakers would effectively put the royal family on an allowance, limiting
spending on the palace and other perks. The royal family would pay taxes, and parliament would have to
approve the royal succession.

"What has been the semi-feudal character of the state would be transformed into a political system
where the king is just a ceremonial” figure, said Yubraj Ghimire, editor of the newsmagazine Samay. in
a telephone interview from Kathmandu. "The king is really scared, and parliament is saying, 'This is the
mandate of the movement,' " he added.

Ghimire and other analysts said the plan was likely to trigger court challenges by the king or his allies
because of its obvious conflict with the constitution. But Ram Chandra Poudel, general secretary of the

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/18/AR2006051800975 pf.... 7/5/2006
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Nepali Congress, the country's largest political party, said the changes were legitimate because they
were based on the "people's mandate,” as expressed in last month's protests.

"The parliament will soon change its working procedures so that nothing has to be endorsed by the
king," Poudel added in an interview. In moving so quickly to curtail the king's powers, lawmakers were
responding to pressure from the mostly youthful protesters whe took to the streets of the capital and
other cities in huge numbers, sometimes clashing violently with security forces. The protests were
orchestrated by opposition political parties in loose cooperation with Maoist rebels who have waged a
10-year fight to topple the monarchy.

The Maoists and the government have observed a cease-fire since shortly after Gyanendra capitulated to
the protest movement. Both the Maoists and the political parties have agreed on the need for elections
for a national assembly to write a new constitution, which could weaken or eliminate the monarchy.

In a statement, the Maoist leader, who goes by the name Prachanda, offered a qualified endorsement of
Thursday's resolution. He criticized it for allowing even a ceremonial role for the monarchy -- the
Maoists are seeking a republic -- and expressed concern over its "silence" with regard to peace talks that
both sides have said they want.

Special correspondent Bikash Sangraula in Kathmandu contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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April 14, 2006

Young Nepalese Lead Their Nation's Push for
Democracy

By SOMINI SENGUPTA

KATMANDU, Nepal, April 13 — The Nepalese New Year dawns on Friday, with Nepal's young lashing furiously at
the past.

"We will not ask the king to leave the throne — we will go and take the throne and put it on display,” Gagan Thapa,
29, the political symbol of young Nepal, told a crowd of thousands on the outskirts of this capital on Thursday.

The vast majority, dressed in baseball caps and jeans and looking well below the age of 30, roared in approval.
A brassy antimonarchy call-and-response echoed through the warren of terraced lanes.

"We will burn the crown,” Mr. Thapa shouted.

"Burn the crown, burn the crown," the crowd hollered back.

The irrepressible protests that have gripped Nepal in the last several days, demanding the end of palace rule and

the reinstatement of Parliament, are a function of demography and its discontent.

Young Nepal has been at the forefront of this week's rambunctious, often violent pro-democracy protests, which
have left four people dead. Whether Nepal descends into further tumult or sees the dawning of a new political age

in the Nepalese calendar year of 2063 will depend on whether the protesters can be appeased.

With his country's crisis mounting by the day, King Gyanendra seemed to make the slightest of nods in that
direction. In a brief statement read on state-owned television shortly before midnight, he called for general

elections "with the active participation of all political parties committed to peace and democracy."

But the king said nothing about when elections would be held or, more important, whether he would concede to
elections to review the Constitution, something the country's coalition of political parties and the Maoist rebels

insist on.

Whether the gesture restores peace in the Himalayan kingdom will depend on the reaction on Friday from the

uncompromising throngs of young people who today represent his most formidable foe.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/14/world/asia/14nepal . html?pagewanted=print 4/20/2006
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Nearly 60 percent of Nepal's 23 million citizens are under 24. They came of age after democracy came to Nepal in
April 1990, and they have tasted the fruits and failures of electoral politics. They have seen a Maoist rebellion put

much of the countryside through the wringer.

In February 2005, they saw their king suspend Parliament and install prime ministers of his own choosing in a

bid, as he said, to defeat a bruising Maoist insurgency. For 14 months, they have lived under the king's direct rule.
Last week, he banned protests here in the capital and for six days imposed a daytime curfew.

That order has not stopped young people from defiantly pouring out into the streets. They have been taking the
lion's share of police beatings. On just one day this week, of the 59 people admitted to Katmandu's main teaching

hospital for treatment of their injuries, only 13 were over the age of 30.
Consider the verdict of Shashi Sigdel, a 22-year-old medical student on the shift in attitudes toward the king.

"My grandfather used to think he is a god," Mr. Sigdel said. "My parents used to think he stands between God and
the devil. Me, I think he's the devil. That's the generation gap."

On Thursday, the government restored cellphone service, suspended for nearly a week, and lifted the curfew in the

capital. The ban on protests in Katmandu and several other cities continued — as did the protests.

The Royal Nepalese Army has been dispatched to some of the demonstrations. But so far, it has largely refrained
from open confrontation with the demonstrators. Of the four people killed in the demonstrations, at least two died

by army fire.

A protest by the Nepal Bar Association on Thursday morning ended with the police beating of dozens of

demonstrators; nearly 50 landed in the hospital, including two whose heads had been grazed by rubber bullets.

In a statement on Thursday, the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights hinted that
the use of excessive force by police officers could jeopardize Nepal's participation in United Nations peacekeeping

missions, a good source of income for the country.

"One would expect them to be respectful of United Nations standards in their conduct at home," Ian Martin, the

High Commissioner's representative in Nepal, said in an interview Thursday night.

Pro-democracy demonstrations have been commonplace since the royal takeover of February 2005, but none have
been as intense, sustained or violent as the ones unfolding over the last week. The Maoists have given their
blessings to the protests, having signed a peace deal of sorts last fall with a coalition of Nepal's seven largest

political parties.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/14/world/asia/l 4nepal.html?pagewanted=print 4/20/2006
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Thousands of Nepalese, including lawyers, journalists and other professionals with no explicit links to political
parties, have been arrested over the past week. The palace has accused Maoists of infiltrating the ranks of the

protesters.

The young people who have been on the front lines of these protests are the children of parliamentary politics in
Nepal. Democracy brought more than elections to this Himalayan kingdom. It ushered in new schools and

colleges. Roads were built connecting the countryside to the capital. A feisty independent press was born.

Many of those who joined this week's demonstrations, if they had even any memory of the pro-democracy

movement of 1990, had never joined a political protest before.

Ila Sharma, 39, remembered watching her neighbors light torches and march in the street in the spring of 1990.
Last Saturday, she joined a protest march. The same day, she watched television videotape of the police beating

protesters. She has not been able to stop protesting since.
Ms. Sharma said she had lost what little faith she once had in the king. "We are amply disillusioned," she said.

The young Nepalese are a thorn in not only the king's side, but also the sides of the politicians who gave the call

for these protests and saw them spreading well beyond expectations over the course of the last week.

In interview after interview, protesters said they would not allow their politicians to strike any power-sharing

deals with the palace.

"These young people are not going to spare us if we go against their aspirations," Mr. Thapa, who belongs to the
Nepalese Congress Party, said after his speech Thursday afternoon. No sooner had he climbed down from his

stoop, he was buttonholed by his fans.

"Our destination is a republic,” said Rajesh Sapkota, 21, a college student. "You have to convey this message to the

leaders. We want to be clear about democracy.”

Mr. Thapa assured the protesters that their wishes would not be sidelined. "We thought years ago that a republic

was unthinkable," he told them. "Now it's possible.”

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Cormr pany
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Army Fires at Protesters as Nepal's Political Crisis
Deepens

By SOMINI SENGUPTA

KATMANDU, Nepal, April 19 — The Royal Nepalese Army fired at pro-democracy protesters in an eastern town
on Wednesday, as the death toll climbed to at least eight in two weeks of defiant demonstrations and the country

appeared headed toward a dangerous brink.
The brink of what remained unclear.

From King Gyanendra, increasingly isolated at home and abroad, came no suggestion of whether there would be
further crackdowns or concessions. A coalition of political parties, with the blessings of Maoist rebels, has called
for the demonstrations, and the parties have said they will not budge until the king restores the ousted Parliament

and gives up control of the government.

With the parties preparing for what they had hoped would be the biggest demonstrations so far on Thursday, the
government announced a fresh 18-hour curfew on Wednesday night. Journalists, diplomats and local human

rights monitors have not been issued permits to travel during the curfew.

Meanwhile, an Indian government delegation arrived Wednesday with & message to hasten a return to democracy.
The Indian foreign secretary, Shyam Saran, accompanied by an Indian royal, Karan Singh, the son of the late
maharaja of Kashmir, were scheduled to meet with the king on Thursday. "Our message is simply that we should

try and get out of the present downward spiral,” Mr. Singh said in an interview before setting off from New Delhi.

What King Gyanendra is prepared to do to ease the crisis remains a mystery. In a statement issued last week, he
reiterated his call for dialogue with the political parties but did not address the protesters' demands for an end to
royal control of the government, let alone respond to the calls on the street for an end to the monarchy.
Nevertheless, with violent protests roiling the country for 14 straight days, there was little disagreement that the
king's own actions had narrowed his options, and that he would ultimately be compelled to concede more than he
would have only a few weeks ago. Doctors, lawyers, bank workers and even bureaucrats working in the Home

Ministry have joined the protests.

"He has left it too late," Keith Bloomfield, the British ambassador, said Wednesday afternoon. "The sort of

concessions he might have gotten away with two weeks ago are not acceptable to the parties.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/20/world/asia/20nepal.html?pagewanted=print 4/20/2006
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Gyanendra seized control of the government in February 2005, with a promise to finish a Maoist insurgency. He
clamped down on political freedoms, consolidated his rule and refused to reciprocate the rebels' cease-fire, but
ultimately brought no peace. Frustrated, the seven-party coalition struck a deal with the Maoists and called for
rallies in April. What were intended to be four days of protests spread across the country. For two weeks, Nepalese

violated curfews and bans on demonstrations and poured into the streets, with chants of "Burn the crown.”
"The king is in serious difficulty,” Mr. Bloomfield said. "He has got to make major concessions."
Indeed, whether the monarchy will survive in Nepal is anyone's guess.

The nub of the conflict between palace and politicians is what kind of power the king intends to hang on to. Even if
he were to offer to hand over the government to a prime minister of his choosing, it is unlikely to quiet the
agitation. After all, before assuming sole control of the government 14 months ago, the king dismissed and

installed a series of prime ministers.

The political parties maintain that their bottom line is the restoration of Parliament. The palace has said nothing
suggesting it would be willing to take such a step. Its only other option would be to tighten the screws further on
political freedom. Parliament was suspended in May 2002, by an elected prime minister, who was in turn

dismissed, appointed and dismissed again by the king,

"We are walking into a moment where the king will be forced to make a choice, forced to show his true colors,"

one European diplomat said, on condition of anonymity.

The Maoists, in their alliance with the political parties, have promised to admit international cease-fire monitors

and to play within the rules of parliamentary democracy.

The latest violence came in the provincial town of Chandragadhi, roughly 300 miles southeast of here, when
security forces opened fire on a group of protesters numbering in the tens of thousands and approaching a local
government office. The Royal Nepalese Army confirmed that two people had been killed. The Defense Ministry, in
a statement, said someone in the mob had fired at the security forces, injuring two police officers and prompting

soldiers to open fire.

A rights monitoring group called Informal Sector Service Center, or Insec, reported 4 dead and more than 100
wounded. The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights could not confirm the killings.
In a statement, Kieran Dwyer, spokesman for the United Nations human rights office, said his office was "deeply

concerned at these latest reports of grossly excessive use of force by security forces against demonstrators."

It was the worst violence since protests began two weeks ago, with demonstrators lobbing stones at the police,

burning tires on the streets and demanding the return of parliamentary rule. The police have commonly

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/20/world/asia/20nepal.html?page wanted=print 4/20/2006
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responded by baton-whipping the demonstrators, often in the head, firing tear gas and rubber-coated bullets and

arresting thousands.

On a number of occasions, the army has said it was compelled to take aim at the crowd, using live ammunition.
The United Nations human rights monitors earlier this week confirmed that 10 soldiers in plain clothes, including

at least one armed with a grenade, were present in a demonstration last week in western Banke district.

Among foreign diplomats, discussions have been under way to consider penalties against the royal government.
These could include travel restrictions, a freeze on assets abroad, and in what would certainly pinch this country
the hardest, a bar on Nepalese soldiers and police officers from partaking in lucrative United Nations
peacekeeping assignments. Earlier this week, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the International
Commission of Jurists called for a travel ban and a freeze on foreign assets of top government officials and

military commanders.

The International Crisis Group on Wednesday echoed the call for penalties, urged continued pressure on the
Maoists to "move towards peace" and pushed for the creation of an international cease-fire monitoring mission to

usher in a peace effort.
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5 royalist Mministérs
.arrested in Nepal .

l
SNS & PT1

KATHMANDU, May 12
Cracking down on those
behind excesses against the
pro-democracy  move-
ment, the Nepal govern-
ment today arrested five
ministers of King
Gyanendra’s regime while a
.| probe panel recommended
suspension of the army
chief and three other top
security officials.

The action came hours
after Maoists announced
that their leader Prachanda
would personally lead talks
with the new government
to end the decade-old

insurgency in the
Ia!imalayan Kingdom.
jormer ministers Mr

al Thapa (Home), Mr

eshnath Pandey
(Foreign), Mr  Shrish
-+ Shumsher .. Rana
({Communication), Mr
Tanka Dhakal (Local
Development) and Mr

Nikshya Shumsher Rana
were arrested following a
Cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Mr GP
Koirala, a source in the cab-

\{net said. They were arrest-

ed under the Public
Security Act and detained
for 90 days at Nepal Police
Training Centre at
Mzharajgunj and Praharai
Paharagan, the source said.
The new government
also suspended the three
chiefs of national security
but spared the powerful
head of the army. Mr
Shyam Bhakta Thapa, chief
of Nepal Police, Mr Shahbir
Thapa, Armed Police Force
chief and Mr Deviram
Mishra, head .of National
Investigation Department,
were suspended.
Meanwhile, The United
Nations envoy to Nepal, Mr
Tamrat Samuel said that
the United Nations was
ready to give all types of

assistance to the
Himalayan Kingdom,
including overseeing the

decommissioning of arms
of the Maoists. Speaking to
the The Statesman, Mr
Samuel said that there has
been no formal request yet
from the Nepali govern-
ment for UN help for dis-
arming the Maoists.

4 3 MY



Nepal annuls

JHEMANTH \\\

Kathmandu, May 9: The G1r-
ija Prasad Koirala govern-
ment today annulled all ordi-
nances, including the contro-
versial media law, implement-
ed by King Gyanendra’s
regime and sacked the son of
the former foreign minister
from a government think
tank.

According to sources, a
cabinet meeting held at Prime
Minister G.P. Koirala’s resi-
dence this evening decided to
annul all 39 laws issued by
Gyanendra during his stint as
absolute monarch. “The cabi-
net concluded that all these or-
dinances were intended to
consolidate the king’s illegal
reign as an  absolute
monarch,” the sources said.

Among the controversial
statutes which have been re-
pealed are the media ordi-
nance, code of conduct for
NGOs and the local adminis-
tration law.

The cabinet also decided to
oust Nischalnath Pandey as
the executive director of the
Institute of Foreign Affairs.

THE i

laws
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Nepal Prime Minister G.P. Koirala (right) with the special
adviser to the UN under-secretary general for political affairs
Samuel Tamrat in Kathmandu on Tuesday. (Reuters)

Nischalnath, who is the son of
former foreign minister
Rameshnath Pandey, was the
head of the institute for three
and a half years. The institute
is funded by the foreign min-
istry.

Soon after the cabinet
meeting, top leaders of the
seven-party alliance, includ-
ing Koirala, CPN(UML) leader
Madhav Nepal and Nepali
Congress Democratic chief
Sher Bahadur Deuba, held
talks on cabinet expansion

which will take place later this
week.

13 children killed

Atleast 13 children were killed
in Nepal today when a bus car-
rying about 25 students
plunged into an irrigation
canal, police said.

The accident occurred in
Sunsari, about 500 km east of
Kathmandu. “We have recov-
ered 13 bodies so far,” a police
officer said from Inaruwa, a
town near the crash site.
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Parliament nod for election

to Constituent Assembly

Motion approved unanimously; decision taken at end of four-hour debate
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FACE TO FACE: King Gyanendra of Nepal (right) administers the oath of office to Prime Minister-designate and
leader of the Nepali Congress Girija Prasad Koirala at the Narayanhiti Royal Palace in Kathmandu on Sunday.

~ PHOTO: REUTERS

KATHMANDU: Nepal's Parliament
on Sunday unanimously ap-
proved a proposal by new Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala to
hold elections for a special As-
sembly to draw up a new consti-
tution that will decide the future
of the monarchy.

The 205-member chamber
took the decision at the end of a
~four-hour debate on the propos-
al, days after King Gyanendra re-
turned power to political
parties, but it did not set a date
for the vote.

An election schedule is ex-
pected to be drawn up only after
Mr. Koirala’s Government has

held talks with Maoist insur-
gents and won their backing for
the plan.

“We have fulfilled the de-
mands of the people,” said Ram
Sharan Mahat, joint-secretary of
the Nepali Congress party. Elec-
tions to a constituent assembly
were a key demand of the
Maoists who have fought a dec-
ade-long insurgency in Nepal
that has left at least 12,500 peo-
ple dead. “Now the government
will announce a ceasefire and
form a team to negotiate with
the Maoist rebels,” Mr. Mahat
said.

The Maoists joined a loose al-

THE HINCD

liance with seven Opposition po-
litical parties last year to take on
King Gyanendra after he seized
absolute control of the country
in February 2005. Gyanendra
had accused the government of
corruption and of failing to quell
the Maoist insurgency.

Last week, Gyanendra buck-
led under the nationwide pro-
tests and agreed to reinstate
parliament dissolved in 2002.

Legislators, swept back into
office by “people power”, vowed
to call elections to reframe the
1990 constitution to limit Gya-
nendra’s powers to prevent a fu-
ture power grab.

0\
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The Maoists announced :
three-month ceasefire on Thurs-
day to “motivate” political lead-
ers to call elections to the
assembly.

The current constitution
gives the king powers to dismiss
the government and take control
of the 90,000-strong military.

The parliamentary motion
came as Mr. Koirala urged the
Maoists to sit down for peace
talks.

He opened the session with a
brief speech, calling on the com-
munist insurgents to join the
country’s mainstream. — Reu-
ters, AFP, AP
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‘New Nepal PM talks

s fr - . . (e
GP Koirala Assumes Office, Invites Madist F

i Kathmandu: Nepal’s new
i Prime Minister Girija Prasad
! Koirala on Sunday invited
i Maoist rebels to talks to try to
¢ bring peace to the Himalayan
i nation, days after King Gya-
¢ nendra bowed to pro-democ-
i racy protests and returned
i power to political parties.
Koirala's comments to par-
¢ liament came as he initiated
i adebate over holding elections
for an assembly to draw up a
new constitution to decide the
future of the monarchy.

“I urge the Maoists, who
have announced a three-
month ceasefire, to stop vio-
lence now and come for talks
i immediately,” said Koirala,
: who was sworn in as prime
i minister by the king earlier
i intheday
“The establishment of
i peace and democracy is the
i national aspiration,” the 84-
i year-old veteran politician
i said as lawmakers thumped
i their desks in approval.

i It was the first public

speech by the ailing leader
since he was named as prime
minister last week by an al-
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TRIUMPE GF PLOPLE'S POWER: King Gyanendra administers oath of
office to Prime Minister GP Koirala in Kathmandu on Sunday

liance of seven political par-
ties opposed to the king’s ab-
solute rule.

Nepal, one of the 10 poor-
est countries in the world, was
in chaos and its aid and
tourism dependent economy
was in tatters, Koirala told the
205-member house. He urged
the seven political parties to
unite to address the country’s
problems as it goes through a

transition.

“The Nepalese people have
achieved new fame in their
history through their popular
protests,” Koirala said refer-
ring to a campaign against the
king's 14-month rule which
culminated this month in
mass protests and street bat-
tles with troops across the
mountainous country.

As Koirala spoke inside par-
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liament, about 150 protesters
gathered outside its gates
shouting, “Hang the murder-
ers”, “Hang the killers”, “Long
live democracy.”

Political parties are under
popular pressure to abolish
the monarchy and turn Nepal
into a republic. This is also a
key demand of Maoist rebels
to end a decade-old insur-
gency in which more than
13,000 people have been killed.

Sunday’s parliament ses-

sion began hours after the
king, humbled by the protests
and facing possible moves to
abolish the monarchy, ad-
ministered Koirala the oath
of office at the Narayanhity
royal palace.

Koirala, who is suffering
from bronchitis, was due to be
sworn in on Friday but he was
too ill to attend the ceremony,
causing it to be put off. On
Sunday, Koirala was accom-
panied by his doctor to the
palace ceremony.

Last week, the king ap-
pointed Koirala as prime min-
ister on the recommendation
of the seven parties. acencies
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ShOWiIlg \}\%{ QC)\
who’s the boss ‘:;\“

t has been barely a week since Prime Mynister Koirala
took over the reins in Nepal but the\Seven Party
Alliance (SPA) government he heads has quickly un-
derstood a key principle of political survival: the
amount of power it wields is a function of its own assert-
iveness. The extraordinary manner in which millions of
ordinary citizens took to the streets demanding not just the
restoration of democracy but the creation of a new constitu-
tional order provides a legitimacy to Mr. Koirala and his
colleagues that is more authentic than anything envisaged
by the 1990 Constitution. Acting in this spirit, the new
government has announced a ceasefire, removed the un-
helpful and politically contentious “terrorist” tag from the
Maoists, and declared its intention of holding elections to a
constituent assembly. It has annulled the decrees issued by
the King during his absolute and unconstitutional rule and
recalled a number of ambassadors tainted by their energetic
espousal of the palace line. A commission of inquiry has
been set up — under the chairmanship of a respected former
judge of the Nepal Supreme Court — to probe the excesses
committed by the security forces against protesters. Given
the depth of public sentiment, it is unlikely that the Raya-
majhi Commission will meet the same fate as the earlier
Malik Commission whose findings were simply ignored.
Those guilty cannot expect to escape the law’s penailties.

As the SPA government moves forward to implement the
roadmap to peace contained in the 12-point agreement with
the Maoists, it could find the Royal Nepal Army a harder nut
to crack than the other branches of the state. At the same
time, the task of ensuring that the armed forces report to
parliament and not to the palace is one the parties can ignore
only at their peril. The effectiveness of this control will
manifest itself, at least in the first instance, in the extent to
which the army honours the government-declared ceasefire
with the Maoists. In 2003, the RNA acted unilaterally to
sabotage peace talks with the insurgents by mounting an
attack at Doramba. This experience must not be repeated.
There are other issues that call for quick resolution, starting
with the release of Maoist leaders held in Nepalese and
Indian jails and the adoption of a code of conduct that armed
Maoist cadre and RNA soldiers must abide by during this
interim period. On the political side, the SPA and Maoist
leadership must begin a focussed discussion on two tricky
issues: fresh delimitation of constituencies to ensure a truly
representative constituent assembly, and the kind of in-

ternational presence required to oversee the confinement of .

all combatants to barracks during polling. Both Mr. Koirala
and the Maoist leaders know that elections need to be held
on a priority basis, preferably within six months but, in any
event, no later than a year from now. They must press ahead
while King Gyanendra is still on the back foot.



UN envoy meets Koirala
-« after mediation offer

0 _ ASSOCIATED PRESS
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A SENIOR United Nations offi-
cial met with Nepal’s prime minister
on Tuesday, a day after offering UN
mediation as Nepal tries to bring
communist rebels into mainstream
politics and change from: a royal au-
tocracy to a democracy.

Tamrat Samuel of thie UN De-
partment for Politicall Affairs is
spending a week in Nepal, meeting
with political leaders and aid
groups to assess the country’s needs
after political parties: took over
power last month.

The power change followed weeks
of nationwide anti-monarchy and
pro-democracy demonistrations that

INDIAN LAFREDD

o rY forced King Gyanendra to give up au-

thoritarian rule and return to his cere-
monial position. Gyanendra seized
direct control over the government
on February 1, 2005, saying it was nec-
essary tocombat corruption and quell
the country’s long-running commu-
nist rebellion.

Samuel met with Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala at his residence
Tuesday, said Matthew Kahane, the
UN chief in Nepal. He gave no de-
tails of the meeting. Nepal faces nu-
merous obstacles as it tries to cobble
together a democracy after a long pe-
riod of intense political unrest. Its
dire poverty is regarded as a catalyst of
the Maoist guerrilla insurgency that
began in 1996 and left more than
13,000 dead. -
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Nepal to probe
excesses gﬁfr
Gyanendra

T —

The five-member commission will recommend and advise on action
to be taken against those responsible for abuse of power

Kathmandu: A commission set
up by Nepal’s new government
to investigate abuses of power
during King Gyanedra’s ab-
solute rule began work Wednes-
day and is expected to report in
July, a panel member said.

Gyanendra was forced to end
his absolute rule and reinstate
parliament in the Himalayan na-
tion late last month, after weeks
of mass protests in which 19 pro-
testers died and hundreds were
injured. “The commission
which was formed on Friday by
the new cabinet has been man-
dated to submit its report with-
in two months,” lawyer and pan-
el member Ram Kumar
Shrestha said.

Human rights groups in
Nepal and internationally have
accused the army, police and
Maoist rebels of serious abuses
including abductions, killings
and extortion.

The commission however is
not slated to review rights abus-
es by the rebels, but only by the
security services during the 14

months of Gyanendra’s direct
rule. Opposition parties in con-
cert with the Maoists claimed a
“people’s victory” over the
monarch. The new government
and rebels have both declared
ceasefires and outlined plans to
form a constituent assembly, a
body to amend the constitution
and clip the powers of the King.

“The commission has the
right to issue warrants, inter-
rogate and recommend to the
government the action that
should be taken against the per-
petrators, if found guilty,”
said Shrestha.

Under the terms of reference,
the five-member commission
will “recommend and advise on
action to be taken against those
responsible for abuse of power,

- state funding and human rights

violations and cases of loss of
life and property by the royal
government.”

Gyanendra sacked the gov-
ernment on February 1, 2005,
and took direct control until
April 24, 2006. arp
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Cancelling ng S
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problems Jo

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE _
KATHMANDU MAY 8‘&

THE government’ decision
on Sunday to annul over a hun-
dred pelitical appointments
made during the royal regime,
including that of 12 ambas-
sadors, has created a vacuum
affecting the normal function-
ingof the government,

A source in the parliament
secretariat said that the Secre-
tary General of the House of
Representatives, Surya Kiran
Gurung refused to attend his
office on Monday as his pro-
motion and appointment to
the current post took place
during the “royal regime.”

In fact, the government de-
cision is being seen by some as
too sweeping and difficult to
implement. “Even the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court

\‘31

as appo 1nted by the King
during the: regime, although it
was clearly done according to
well defined norms and rules
of succession,” a Supreme
Court judge said on condition
of anonyrnity.

Embarrassed by the fall-
out, the government is likely
to make & case by case review
of the earlier appointments
within the framework of its
decision that those who are
considered close with the
King’s erstwhile regime
should not be retained in
their current posts.

The government and the re-
vived parliament have beeniit-
erating time and again that aj-
lowing aniy one appointe

ple’smovement.



Danger of counter-revolution

he victory of the Nepalese

people has been so spectacu-

lar that the euphoria associ-

ated with it refuses to die

down. However, a government, even if

interim and ad hoc, cannot function
on adrenaline alone.

’ The primary task of the interim
government would be to manage tran-
sition to a constituent assembly
peacefully. The roadmap is clear: the
interim government creates condi-
tions for talks with the Maoists, the
Maoists then join the government,
while their arms and that of the Royal
Nepal Army are managed — perhaps
by a neutral third party — new con-
stituencies are decided for the con-
stituent assembly and elections to the
constituent assembly are held.

The objective is clear but the
modalities of achieving it are not.
The emerging political reality of Ne-
pal cannot make one sanguine about
the future of multi-party democracy.
There is a lot of enthusiasm and
anger in the streets but no one is visu-
alizing the possibility of a counter-
revolution should things go awry.

The political situation is fluid. If
allowed to drift, it may pave the way
for a counter-revolution or a situation
where the main arbiters of Nepal’s
fate are once again the two forces with

*suns — monarchy backed by the
Royal Nepal Army and the Maoists.

The people of Nepal may then be
left high and dry once again. They did
not fight against King Gyanendra’s
executive monarchy alone. By their
unequivocal rejection of violence and
search for permanent peace, they
were also acting to check the Maoists.

If they were vehemently against
executive monarchy, they were not
fighting for a communist Republic ei-
ther. This mediating force of demo-
cratic politics — the people of Nepal
— may stand in danger of getting
marginalized. As it is, the new gov-
ernment seems to have no clear
strategic vision. The political scene is
hazy and full of confusion about what
should be done and how.

In Girija Prasad Koirala, a weak
prime minister is suddenly in charge.
He is not only very old and ill but
prefers backroom manipulations to
transparent and democratic decision-
making.

cannot be a substitute for the

practice of democracy — espe-
cially when the cleverest among them
has one leg in the grave. Neither the
seven-party alliance nor a cabinet full
of inexperienced political leaders,
has made any provision to deal with
this glaring disadvantage. Neither
Koirala nor the half-formed govern-
ment he leads gives the impression of
having a grip on state power.

The sudden prospect of power has
increased the fissures in the seven-
party alliance. Such is the scramble
for berths and portfolios in the cabi-
net that not even a workable council
of ministers has been put in place.

The house of representatives,
which has been reconstituted under
peoples’ pressure, is confused about

I ow cunning among politicians
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BHARAT BHUSHAN

With hands tied

what it should do, should not do or
can do. Is its will truly reflective of
the will of the people? Should ali ac-
tions of this parliament be taken as if
they were the result of areferendum?
Not even the members of parliament
are sure of an answer.

In short, Nepal is faced with a situ-
ation in which the people and their
representatives are not as well organ-
ized as the recently disadvantaged
feudal elite they have tried to over-
throw or those: waiting in the wings
for power, the Maoists.

The 230-years of power enjoyed by
the Shah dynasty is unlikely to evapo-
rate overnight. And certainly not
with a parliament adopting a resolu-
tion that His Majesty’s government
will now be called the government of
Nepal. It is useful to remind oneself
that this is a divided parliament for
royalist parties are still a part of it.

There may not be an immediate
prospect of a couriter-revolution from

the Right. However, there is a possibil-
ity that in a few months, once the dust
settles, the marginalized old elite, the
top brass of the army and royalist ex-
army personnel might come together
and make a play for power.

On the other hand, the young, the
ultra-left in the seven-party alliance
and the Maoists are impatient. They
want the reconvened parliament to
take some quick decisions and dis-
solve itself. At this rate, a situation
may soon emerge where the interim
government in Nepal has no legitima-
¢y in law — there may be no constitu-
tion in place and no parliament either.

There would only be an interim
government. Whether such a non-
elected government can coast along
citing the “peoples’ will” alone is
doubtful. The reactionary forces
would take advantage of a situation of
legal and political confusion if it were
to arise.

The centrist liberals who are in

£ In Girija Prasad Koirala, a weak prime
minister is suddenly in charge. He is not only
very old and ill but prefers backroom
manipulations to transparent and
democratic decision-making?

. t\ . B '
the interim government are under
pressure as they try and manage
“continuity with change”. But they
are also confused about what should
continue and what should change.

Only the Maoists appear to have
clarity of vision. They are taking the
initiatives and the interim govern-
ment only responds to them. They are
proactive in their policies. They took
the initiative to announce a ceasefire
first and are now demanding the
ground rules that would govern it.
They know what their agenda for
talks with the interim government is.
Leave alone identifying a team to ne-
gotiate with the Maoists, Koirala's
government has not even begun dis-
cussions within the seven-party al-
liance about the parameters of the
peace talks.

he dilemma of the interim gov-
T ernment is that if the process

of transition is too fast, it can
falter and pave the way for counter-
revolutionary forces. If it goes too
slow, the peoples’ aspirations will
take a knock. What a measured pace
of transition under these circum-
stances should be is unclear.

To manage the transition to a con-
stituent assembly, Nepal either needs
an interim constitution or it needs a
functioning house of representatives.
A situation of no constitution and no
parliament, as the ultra-left wants.
could be a recipe for disaster.

When there is no parliament and
no constitution, the forces with guns,
which recognize no law, will try to do-
minate the political arena. The gun-
wielding forces of the left, or those
who are being removed from power.
could easily overtake the civilian gov-
ernment, with no guns. The irony is
that it is the defenceless, weaponless
people who have won Nepal's peaceful
revolution.

There are some in the seven-party
alliance who want the 1990 constitu-
tion to be converted into an interim
constitution after modifying it to
allow a smooth transition. Among
other issues, the modifications could
include the control over the Royal
Nepal Army being given solely to the
executive.

There are others, however. who
want the reconvened parliament to
adopt an interim constitution with no
reference to the old one, They then
want parliament to dissolve itself.
The actions of the interim govern-
ment, they claim, would then be legit-
imized by the interim constitution.
However, questions remain about
what legitimizes such an interim con-
stitution in the first place.

et another option is to not
i bother with an interim consti-
tution at all. A fully author-
ized parliament can take all the deci-
sions necessary during the transi-
tional phase. This would, however.
mean continuing with the recon-
vened house of representatives and
not pressing for its immediate disso-
lution. Whichever way ones looks at
it, the transition in Nepal seems un-
likely to be smooth.




"Nepal recalls King’s |
envoys to 12 countries
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KATHMANDU, May 7:
Political  appointments
made during King Gyanen-
dra’s autocratic rule have
been invalidated and 12
ambassadors to Nepal's key
allies have been withdrawn,
a top official said today.

The decision was made
by the new Cabinet that
was installed last week after
the King yielded power on
24 April and restored
democracy in the face of
mass protests.

Home  minister Mr
Krishna Sitaula announced
that the ambassadors to the
United States, India, Japan,
Britain, France and other
countries were being
recalled. The government
has said it will dismantle
legislation, appointments,
decrees and other actions
taken after the King grabbed
power in February 2005.

Parliament also has com-

" mitted to elections for a
constituent assembly that

THE STATE

pyt 1

w111 rewrite the Cons{

itution. That was a key
demand of Maoist rebels. A
news report today quoted
the rebel leader, Pra-
chanda, as saying an inter-
im constitution should be
enacted immediately, even
before the special assembly
is elected.

“There should be an inter-
im constitution and an inter-
im govemment,” Prachanda
was quoted as saying by a
Nepal magazine.

The parties in the govern-
ment and the rebels both
agree there should be elec-
tions for a constituent
assembly that would
rewrite the constitution,
but appear to have differ-
ences in how to do it.

The rebels want an inter-
im constitution immediate-
ly, but the alliance is happy
to just make minor changes
in the existing charter until
a new one is written by the
constituent assembly.

“We have not made any
official decision on the

M AR

‘ %
issue but We are in agree-

ment that it would be fine
just to remove some
clauses from the existing
constitution,” said Mr
Gopal Man Singh, minis-
ter for physical planning
and works.

Two protestors, who
were seriously injured dur-
ing the pro-democracy agi-
tation, died today. With
this, the number of people
who lost their lives during
the 19-day-long protests
reached 21, including an
Indian national.

Chandra Baylakoti (40),

who was injured in police
action on 22 April, died in a
hospital, Nepali Congress
sources said.
" Fortytwo-year-old Anil
Lama, injured during a
protest at Chababhil died in
another  hospital in
Kathmandu.

The government has
decided to provide com-
pensation of Rs 1 million to
the families of those who
died during the agitation.
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Nepal recalls 12

Ambassadors

Pro-democracy movement toll 21

Ameet Dhakal i {3

KATHMANDU: The Nepal Govern-
ment on Sunday recalled 12 Am-
bassadors, including the envoy
to India, and dismissed all politi-
cal appointees to various state
organs and public enterprises
made after October 4, 2002, fol-
lowing the sacking of the elected
Prime Minister by the King.

Royal Nepalese Ambassadors
to New Delhi, Karna Dhoj Ad-
hikari, and to Beijing, Narendra
Raj Pandy, are among the 12 Am-
bassadors who will be leaving
soon for Kathmandu. The Am-
bassadors to the United States,
the United Kingdorn, France, Ja-
pan, Pakistan, Russia and Myan-
mar are also among the envoys
who will be returning home.
Among the recalled envoys,
three are former army generals.
Most of these Ambassadors were
appointed after King Gyanen-
dra’s royal coup on February 1,
2005.

Dozens of top exzcutives from
various public enterprises and
state bodies, who were appoint-
ed after October 4, 2002, will
also have to leave their job. But
the exact number is not available
yet.

The move is seen as the new
Government’s first attempt to
assert itself to consolidate pow-
er. The Government of Seven
Party Alliance, led by veteran
politician Girija Prasad Koirala,
came to power two weeks ago
after the King bowed down be-
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ya¢ {*fore a popular pro-democracy

movement that brought million
of people to the street nation-
wide. The Government is soon
expected to turn the heat on the
security forces, which is widely
accused of unleashing t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>