No middlemen in deal,

says Defence
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NDA claims one middleman acted on Congress behalf

Sandeep Dikshit V‘O VYV

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister
Pranab  Mukherjee on
Wednesday ruled out the
presence of middlemen in
the multi-billion-dollar Scor-
pene submarine deal with
France,

He said the then Defence
Minister, George Fernandes,
had given a clean chit to the
company while answering
questions in Parliament even
as his Government refused to
sign integrity pacts for the
deal as suggested by the Cen-
tral Vigilance Commissioner.

On the other hand, senior
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) leaders claimed
“there is a middleman who
has received huge amounts
said to be on behalf of the
Congress.” They demanded
' his arrest, scrapping of the

deal and placing of all files
before an enquiry commis-
sion to clear the air on
whether the previous Gov-
ernment had cleared the
contract.

Meet media

Deprived of the opportu-
nity to air their views in Par-
liament, both sides met the
media separately to give their
versions of the submarine
contract with French compa-
nies. “We have been disap-
pointed by the response
[Tuesday’s statement in Par-
liament by Mr. Mukherjee].
We would like to reiterate
that in this particular matter,
the agreement has been vio-
lated. A comprehensive in-
quiry should be instituted to
fix political responsibility
and ascertain all other facts
relating to scandal,” said

Leader of the Opposition L.
K. Advani.

Former Defence Minister
Jaswant Singh said Mr. Muk-
herjee did not touch “some
parts” in his statement. “I
know for a fact that on three
separate occasions, the Min-
istry of Finance [during the
NDA Government] had sub-
stantial observations to
make about the deal. In May
last year too, the Ministry
had found difficulties with
the contract. All relevant files
should be part of a compre-
hensive inquiry. That should
settle the controversy,” he
said.

Mr. Mukherjee said Mr.
Fernandes “was giving certif-
icates to Thales to the extent
that the French submarine
met all the technical and op-
erational requirements of
the Indian Navy.”
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Government on
Tuesday said in Parliament tiaat
any company violating the terms
of contract for defence purchas-
es would have to pay a heavy
price.

Making statements in both
Houses of Parliament in re-
sponse to allegations of middle-
men in the Scorpene submarine
deal made by the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA), Defence
Minister Pranab Mukherjee said
the NDA Government complet-
ed negotiations for the deal in
2002 and the Ministry of Fi-
nance approved it a year later.
The present United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) Government on-
ly reviewed the deal and reduced
the price finalised by the NDA
Government by Rs. 313 crore.

Mr. Mukherjee said the De-
fence Ministry had introduced
the concept of integrity pacts for
all deals worth over Rs. 300
crore. In case of breach of any
provision such as the presence of
middlemen, the pact provided
for cancellation of the contract,
the recovery of advances with
penal interest, the imposition of
liquidated damages and the re-
covery of money paid to a mid-
dleman or agent. The first two
integrity pacts were signed with
two French companies for the
submarine deal.

Matter referred to CBI

The Minister ruled out links
between a leak of information in
the Navy’s war room (leading to
the dismissal of three officers)
and the Scorpene deal. His Min-
istry had referred the matter to
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion for filing criminal proceed-
ings against the dismissed
officers, civilians and retired of-
ficers allegedly involved in the
| leak of information.

We’ve brought
down Scorpene
price: Pranab

Deal was finalised by NDA Government

FETAR

IYD .
¢ Integrity pacts signed
with French companies
for submarine deal

¢ No link between Navy
leak and Scorpene deal

N
He also denied that the Gov-

ernment had kept quiet since the

story broke early this year. Re- |

joinders were sent to a magazine
that published the article on Feb-
ruary 14. A detailed reply to an
unstarred question was given on
March 8 in the Rajya Sabha on
several aspects of the deal.

Another French company too
had denied the allegations and
stated that the e-mails published
in the articles in the magazine
were fake and fabricated. It had
since filed a case in the Delhi
High Court, which had asked the
magazine to respond to the alle-
gations by-the end of this month,
said Mr. Mukherjee.

Pact with PSU

He said the contract signed
with the two French companies
was for Rs. 7,197 crore and not for
over Rs. 16,000 crore as had been
made out by a news magazine,
and on Monday by NDA leaders,
L.K. Advani and Jaswant Singh,
in the presence of the former De-
fence Minister, George Fer-
nandes. Besides, another
contract was signed with a public
sector undertaking (PSU) for Rs.
5,888 crore for the indigenous
construction of the submarines.
In addition, Rs. 3,553 crore had
been earmarked for taxes and Rs.
2,160 crore for other items.

He denied that the Govern-
ment paid Rs. 4,500 crore more
than what was negotiated earlier.
On the contrary, it re-examined
the project even though all nego-
tiations had been completed by
the NDA Government and re-
duced the price.
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NEW DELHI, March 21. -

The government today
rejected allegations of mid-
dlemen and kickbacks in
the Scorpene submarine
deal and said that in fact it
had managed to bring
down the price by Rs 313
crore. It had also signed
“integrity” pacts to ensure
transparency.

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Lok Sabha, the
defence minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, assert-
ed that “no contract or con-
tracts were signed with
French firms for Rs.16, (00
crore for the Scorpene pro-
ject” as alleged by the
Opposition and also a sec-
tion of the media. He said
that the total cost of the
two contracts signed with
the two French firms M/S
ARMARIS and MBDA for
the project was Rs 7, 197
crore. )

“The government did not
pay an extra amount of Rs
4,500 crore over the money
negotiated earlier. On the
contrary, after the present
government came  to
power, it re-examined the
project even though all
negotiations had been com-
pleted in 2002 and the min-
istry of finance had accord-
ed approval to the project

(INQ (’

in 2003,” he said. The UPA
government held negotia-
tions and “was able to
achieve a reduction of Rs
313 crore from the negoti-
ated position in 2002,” he
said.

Dismissing Lhdrges by
Opposition leaders and for-
mer  defence  minister
George Fernandes ~that
middlemen were involved
in the deal and an extra

amount of Rs 4., 500 crore-

was paid to the French
firms than was earlicr nego-
tiated, Mr Mukherjee said
“the facts of the case are
contrary to these allega-
tions”. Evén taking into
account the Rs 58.88 billion
contract with the Indian
government-owned
Mazagon Docks Limited
for the indigenous con-
struction of the sub-
marines, the total value of
all contracts signed for the
Scorpene project was Rs
130.85 billion against the
sanctioned Rs 187.98 bil-
lion, Mi Mukherjee said:
Pointing to the Integrity
Pacts that had been signed
“to ensure transparency of
the project”, Mr
Mukherjee stated these
“contain severe penalties in
case of breach of any of the
provisions”. “The safe-
guards include cancellation
of the contract, recovery of
all advances with interest at

rHt\_”,:\ LS

entre demes

Scorpene scam

a rate of two per cent high-
er than the European Inter
Bank offered rate, non-
payment by the buyer of
any dues, and the recovery
of all sums paid to any mid-
dleman or agent,” the min-
ister added.

He also pointed out that
the French government was
a signatory to the
Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and
Development Convention
on Combating Bribery of
Foreign Public Officials in
International Business
Transactions. Holding that
the French companies.
accused of kickbacks had
denied the allegations and
stated that the e-mails car-
ried by the newsmagazine
to substantiate its charges
were “fake and fabricated”,
Mr Mukherjee said they
had also sued the journal in
the Delhi High Court,
which had given the publi-
cation till 27 March to
respond.

Referring to the leak ot
classified information from
the Indian Navy War
Room, the minister said
this did not relate to the
Scorpene deal. Three navy
officers had been dismissed
for the leaks and the case
had been had been handed
€1 to the Central Bureau
5 Investigation for a fur-
ther probe, he said.
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Govt papers show 13 deals with * blaékilsted /ﬁrm when Fernandes was minister

Scorpene records

turn gun on NDA

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 21: The
NDA's charge that there were
payoffs from a French compa-
ny to win the order for Scor-
pene submarines is being
turned around on the Opposi-
tion alliance because the de-
fence ministry has now dug
out records to show the extent
of negotiations and relations
that were established with the
firm during the tenure of
George Fernandes.

Sources in the ministry
said today that during the
NDA regime, the defence min-
istry with Fernandes at the
helm negotiated or signed at
least 13 contracts with Thales
— the French holding-compa-
ny of Scorpene-maker Ar-
maris — that Lal Krishna Ad-
vani said yesterday was a
“blacklisted” firm.

Some of the contracts —
including one for thermal-im-
aging (night-vision) devices —
were sighed with subsidiaries
of Thales. On April 4, 2002,
contrary to the charge by Ad-
vani, the defence ministry had
also issued a statement saying
Thales was not a blacklisted
sompany.

The sources studied the al-
iegations made by Advani,
Jaswant Singh and Fernandes
at a news conference in New
Pelhi yesterday and have pre-
pared a point-by-point rebuttal
of the charges. A summary:

Fernandes: Under fire

expressing concern about the
cost of the deal

Explanation: No such lett-
er as claimed by the NDA. The
letter of the date quoted by the
NDA is a request by Chidam-
baram to give an audience to
German representatives of
MAN-Ferrostaal- HDW, also
submarine-makers who were
bidding for the order. Chidam-
baram did not voice concern
onthe cost of the project
B Charge: The NDA govern-
ment had similar concerns
and it did not clear the deal

Explanation: The NDA
government approved the pro-
posal to buy Scorpene subma-
rines on October 9, 2002. The fi-
nance ministry cleared it on
December 19, 2002.

The NDA government also
refused to accept the advice of
the central vigilance commis-
sioner on signing integrity
pacts. The UPA government

z“\
.'“

B Charge: The UPA overn-
ment pushed through the deal
in five “hasty” months

Explanation: In 1980. the
government approved the bui-
Iding of four HDW submar-
ines. On April 19, 2001, the
NDA government decided to
acquire submarines on a sin-
gle-vendor proposal from CSF
Thomson (now Thales) for in-
duction of six Scorpene
submarines. HDW was facing
bribery charges by then.

In several meetings since
then, the NDA government did
examine options such as a glo-
bal tender but still settled on
the Scorpene offer primarily
because naval headquarters
projected that by 2012, the sub-
marine force level would plu-
mmet to nine from 18 in 1998.
The Indian Navy’s submarine
force-level was plummeting
while Pakistan was bolstering
its tleet with Agosta sub-
marines.

The UPA government con-
sidered the Scorpene case “af-
resh” despite earlier approv-
als by the defence and finance
ministers of the NDA regime.

The UPA government ap-
proved the proposal after re-
negotiating the deal at a cost
that was Rs 313 crore less than
that negotiated in Fernandes’s
term.

Defence miilster Mukner-
jee also overturned the deci-
sion of the NDA government
on the integrity pacts that for-
bid the use of unfair means

Pakistan’s nuclear-capable
mlssﬂe, Rabur or Hatf VH
peing tes«
from an unwmsclosed location
on Tuesday. The cruise
missile, which was test-fired
for the second time, can hit

T SUCGESsIT uu_y i

@ Charge: Finance minister . overruled this decision and and Jevies heavy penalty, incl- targets within a 500-Kkm

Chidambaram wrote to Pran-  decided to sign the integrity uding cancellation of the or- range that includes many

«b Mukherjee on May 13,2005, pacts der, if the contract is flouted. Indian cities. (Reuters picture)
THC eLESARAT T

Pranab rebuts,
point by point

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 21: De-
fence minister Pranab Muk-
herjee today fired a point-by-
point rebuttal to the NDA's al-
legations on the Scorpene
submarine deal.

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Lok Sabha, Mu-
kherjee dismissed the Oppo-
sition’s allegations as “com-
pletely contrary” to facts and
lauded his government for
bringing down the price of
the submarines.

The UPA regime re-nego-
tiated the contract that was
finalised in the NDA'’s tenure
and brought down the price
by Rs 313 crore, he said.

No extra Rs 4,500 crore
was paid as alleged by NDA
leaders, he claimed. “On the
contrary, after the present
government came to powetr, it
re-examined the project even
though all the negotiations
had been completed in 2002
and the ministry of finance
had accorded approval to the
project in 2003.”

He said the contract with
French firms Armaris and
MBDA was worth Rs 7,197
crore. There was an addition-
al agreement with Amazon
Docks Limited — where the
submarines will be made in-
digenously — and thlS would
CO5E RS 5,600 CLOLF

The total cost then comes
to Rs 13,085 crore and not
Rs 16,000 crore as claimed by
the NDA leaders, the minis-
ter pointed out. He said the
government had sanctioned
Rs 18,798 crore but the deal

Mukherjee: Counter-attack

was clinched at much less.
Mukherijee said the con-
tracts had in-built mecha-
nisms to check corruption
through the integrity pacts.
He said the stringent safe-
guards meant cancellation of
the contract, recovery of all
advances, non-payment of
dues to make recoveries, im-
position of liquidated dam-
ages and the recovery of all
the money paid to any agent.
He said the French gover-
nment also took the Indian
side into confidence on the
corruption aspect and assur-
ed that it was a signatory to
Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Developme-
nt convention on combating
bribery of foreign officials in
international transactions.
™ » minister denied that
tl.. .avy war room leak case
was linked to the Scorpene
deal, but admitted that infor-
mation of “commercial val-
ue” was leaked. Three offic-
ers have been dismissed firo;
the service. /ﬂ
£
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Opp turns/Quattrocchl
fire'on govt onDay 3

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI FEBRUARY 22

THE Lok Sabha today wit-
nessed an uproar over the de-
freezing of the bank accounts
of Italian businessman Ot-
tavio Quattrocchi with the
BJP-led Opposition demand-
ing the suspension of Ques-
tion Hour to take up the issue.

Soon after the House met,
BJP deputy leader VK Mal-
hotraraised the issue, alleging
that it involved corruption at
high levels in the ruling Con-
gress.

This was stoutly opposed by
the treasury benches, leading
to noisy scenes.

Despite Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee’s assurance to
members that he would allow
them to raise the matter later,
the Opposition did not relent.

The Speaker then ad-
journed the house for 15 min-
utes. Describing Oftavio
Quattrocchi as “no differenta
fugitive” from underworld
don Dawood Ibrahim, leader
of the Opposition LK Advani

asked Singh, who was present

in the house, why the govern-
ment was having a “soft cor-
ner” for him.

Some Congress members
were up on their feet when
Advani referred to Quattroc-
chi as a person who does not
believe in the Indian legal sys-
tem and is a “friend of Sonia
Gandhi’s family”.

Wondering why the govern-
ment had gone out of its way
to get Quattrocchi’s accounts
defrozen, he said there was no

way an officer of the govern-
ment such as Additional Solic-
itor General B Dutta could
have gone to London without
the permission of the PM.

Claiming the CBIwas never
in favour of defreezing the ac-
counts, he said the PM should
inform the House about who
asked the agency to clear the
way for Quattrocchi to with-
draw money from these ac-
counts. Advani asked why the
government had not gone in
for an appeal in the Supreme
Court in the Rajiv Gandhi and
the Hincuja cases. He sought
to know who was “mislead-
ing” the country—the Prime
Minister, Sonia Gandhi, the
Law Minister or the CBL.

Advani contended that
while the Prime Minister had
said that he was not aware of
the law officer going to Lon-
don, the Law Minister held
that there was no evidence
against Quattrocchi in the Bo-
fors payoffs case and that the
accounts were defrozen at the
request of the CBL

Braj Kishore Tripathi
(BJD) said the Bofors issue
had surfaced way back in 1987
and alleged that the Congress-
led cqalition at the Centre was
now trying to “cover up the
entire issue”.

When Minister of State for -
Personnel Suresh Pachauri
rose to reply to the Opposi-
tion charges, members of the
BJP and its allies trooped into
the well, insisting on a reply
from the Prime Minister.

This prompted the Speaker
to say, “After recording my to-
tal condemnation of the
methods adopted.....in which
the government has not been
allowed to respond...which is
most undesirable...I adjourn
the House™ till 1400 hours.

After the House reassem-
bled; BJP deputy leader VK
Malhotra hoped the PMwould
respond to the matter during
his reply to the discussion on
the motion of thanks to the
President’s address and said,
therefore, the Opposition was
not pressing the issue.
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Dutta went to London
- on CBI’s direction

Ensure Quattrocchi Doesn’t Withdraw' | |

From London A/c, SC Tells Govt

New Delhi: Seeking to put a lid on the
controversy on defreezing of bank of ac-
counts of Italian businessman Ottavio
Quattrocchi, the CBI on Monday said
Additional Solicitor General B Dutta
went to London in connection with the
Bofors case at its directive and neither
the law ministry nor the department of
personnel and training (DOPT) had any
role to play.

“Neither the DOPT nor the law min-
istry have any role to play in sending
the Additional Solicitor General to
London,” CBI joint director A K Ma-
jumdar told reporters here. “This is
purely a CBI decision and Crown Pros-
ecution of London only communicates
with CBL,” he said.

Majumdar said the CBI has asked the
crown prosecution whether the London
High Court has ordered defreezing of
Quattrocchi’s accounts in a London
bank. The CBI has informed them
about Monday’s supreme court order
directing the investigating agency to
ensure that money was not withdrawn
from the accounts by Quattrocchi. he
said.

Meanwhile, the supreme court on
Monday directed the government and
the CBI to ensure that Quattrocchi did
not withdraw from London bank the
av wyunts alleged to have been linked
with the Bofors kickback.

Directing that steps should be taken
for maintaining status quo on Quat-
trocchi’s accounts, which were frozen
in July 2003 on government’s request, a
bench comprising Chief Justice Y K
Sabharwal, Justice C K Thakker and

Justice R V Raveendran said the au-
thorituies should rise to see that am-
mounts should not be withdrawn if al-
ready defrozen.

“Till further order we direct the Cen-
ire and CBI to take necessary steps for
maintenance of status quo on accounts
in question so that the defreezing of ac-
counts does not take place.

“If the defreezing of accounts have
already taken place, it should not be al-
lowed to be withdrawn,” the bench said
and issued notices to the Centre and the
CBI and posted the matter for further
hearing on January 23.

Maintaining that since the aver-
ments made in the petition were large-
ly based on the media reports, the
bench directed Additional Solicitor
General Gopal Subaramanian to clari-
fy government’s stand on various is-
sues, particularly relating to the ques-
tion of defreezing of Quattarocchi’s
bank accounts and on prosecuting the
[talian in Bofors case.

“We would like to know that on the
defreezing of Quattrocchi’s bank ac-
count, any steps have been taken by the
Union of India and CBI,” the bench told
ASG.

The bench made it clear to the ASG
that it was also seeking answer
whether the Centre and the CBI wanted
that Quattrocchi’s account be defrozen.
“If this was so, at whose instance, the
defreezing of his account was being
taken,” it said.

On the pending case against Quat-
trocchi, allegedly the middleman in the
Bofors deal, the court said “If they

—
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End case against
me: Ottavio

New Delhi: Breaking his silence, Ottavio
Quattrocchi on Monday said it would be in
India’s interest to bring the case against him
in the Bofors payoffs to an end since the CBi
has found no proof to fink him with it and
the British authorities were left with no
option but to defreeze his accounts. “|
believe it would be in the interest of justice
and India’s reputation if this case against me
is brought to an end,” he said in a statement
issued from Milan in ltaly as a controversy
rages in india over the defreezing of his
bank accounts in London. Quattrocchi, an
accused in the Rs 64 crore alleged
kickbacks in Bofors gun deal, said “The
Bofors case has been probed for almost 20
years by the CBI, the leading investigating
agency weli-connected worldwide and no
proof has been found to link me with bofors.
t am the victim of a political campaign
waged by a political party against the

© Gandhi family,” he said without elaborating.

(Centre and CBI) are of the view that
the case be dropped against him, obvi-
ously they should have gone to the
criminal court (where the trial is pend-
ing).”

Agencies



It’s time to take stock of
Dr Manmohan Singh’s
performance in office —
‘and he gets a decent 7.5
out of 10. But many
problem areas remain

OW DO 1 view the first two years of
the Manmohan Singh era? To do
justice to it, let me segregate the
) two: the personality of Manmohan
Singh and the challenges that confronted
his regime. Manmohan Singh is the first
Prime Minister who is not from the Con-
gress stock, yet he rules on its behalf. The
credit for success of this novel arrange-
ment primarily goes to Sonia Gandhi. No
one had ever any doubt about Manmohan
Singh’s integrity or intellectual capabili-
ties though no one was sure if such a di-
archy would last. Particularly when she
had sidelined some veterans of her own
party. All the same, it has worked to gener-
al satisfaction of the nation.

Of late we see some chinks in the ar-
mour of this dichotomy that is not caused
by any of its political adversaries but by a
leading insider who always had his private
agenda. The ghost of ‘quota in higher edu-
cation’ was dug out without prlor approval
of the Cabinet or the Congress Party’s
Working Committee or even endorsed by
its president. Even the coalition’s Common
Minimum Programme had not spelt it
thus. The PM may recall that this new
lover of the ‘quota for the OBC’ was a
strong opponent of the Mandal Commis-
sion recommendations. He was also averse
to Sitaram Kesari’s efforts to re-cast the
Congress party’s policy in this regard. It
bears repetition to recall his strong aver-
sion to VP Singh, the leading proponent of
the ‘Quotas-for OBC’ philosophy! The
DMK, a vigorous advocate of this doctrine,
was falsely accused of a nefarious role in
Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination. Manmohan
Singh may also remember how much his
mentor, PV Narasimha Rao, was torment-

Q[e A

A FEW STEPS FORWARD, A FEW BACKWARD: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh

ed by the same worthies. One hopes that
such machinations will not deflect Man-
mohan Singh from his policies nor would
he lose his cool or sagacity in sorting out
this issue to every ones satisfaction.

1 think the PM’s task will get even more
troubled as the Rashtrapati and Vice Pres-
idential elections get nearer. Selection of
the ruling party candidates for these high
offices will rouse dormant ambitions of
some. We will soon see more of the ‘private
agendas’ to test Singh’s acumen and Sonia
Gandhi’s stamina.

In these two years of Manmohan Singh’s
leadership, India’s handling of the Nepal

- crisis caused disbelief at home and dismay

in Kathmandu. Initially the PM was con-
sulting some senior leaders but soon her
passed on baton to the MEA mandarins
who were more keen to accommodate Gya-
nendra’s sensitivities and American cate-
chisms than to get attuned to the democrat-
ic sentiments of Nepalese people. They
failed to comprehend that the widely spread
upsurge was not a traditional ‘political agi-
tation’ but a ‘revolutionary upsurge’ want-
ing to terminate the time worn monarchy.
Our diplomacy imparted an impression of
India’s priority to retain the status quo ante
in Nepad Thank God that towards the end a
leading member of the CPI (M) saved the
day for us. Otherwise ‘a dominant regional
power’ had lost its bearings!

But it was not all black for our foreign

policy. Singh has worn laurels for his han-
dling of Indo-Pak and Sino-India relations.
The ghost of civil war in Sri Lanka and the
fundamentalist-violence in Bangladesh is
haunting the region. We have still to deter-
mine if we can play any role in these
neighbouring countries.

The PM’s personal handling of the
Kashmir situation has given a message of
hope to the distressed people.

Only a day back, a leading journalist
from Chhatisgarh gave me an account of
the prevailing public despair in that re-
mote part of the country. He was deeply
disappointed that the PM was not provid-
ing the needed leadership to the states
where the Naxals are causing immense
damage. It makes them feel that the Gov-
ernment of India is not focused enough to
fully comprehend the menace that is
plaguing the entire tribal belt. “Unless the
Primie Minister and his important col-
leagues visit us frequently to boost the
sinking public morale, merely sending of a
few companies of police or casual media
statements would not help”!

According to an astute observer of the in-
ternational affairs, “an unfortunate impres-
sion prevails in the public mind that India
has moved too close to the American diplo-
macy imparting an impression of servility”
The PM must keep in mind this widely
spread cynicism while working out his poli-
¢y responses to the Iranian imbroglio.

5 two -yeaf mark

Time and again Singh has exhibited his
humility and capacity to absorb shocks.
But that is not enough for leader of a bil-
lion people. Nehru has bequeathed us the
legacy of pride that every Prime Minister
of India is expected to preserve. I favour
good relations with USA, but it must con-
form to basic paradigms of the NAM.

Singh is temperamentally a practioner
of the Congress culture that is a culture of
moderations: moderate in virtues and also,
moderate in views. A culture that is left of
the centre and also centre of the right. It is
a culture of intellectual moderation that
may be called liberalism. Unfortunately, he
has often exhibited more of it while deal-
ing with his fellows in the party who defy
him to harm the Nation’s well being.

Singh has often talked about the urgent
need for a ‘second Green Revolution’. But
the only tangible step taken so far is to im-
port wheat. There is nothing inherently
wrong in it though it has caused anxiety to
the agrarian community who believe that
shrinkages in land for wheat farming is the
main culprit. The nation is pained to hear
the Minister of Agriculture telling the Par-
liament -that more than one lakh kisans
have committed suicides in the two preced-
ing decades because of the heavy debt bur-
dens. Does it not a call for a whole sale
waiver of agrarian debts as was done by
the VP Singh government in 1990? Radical
agrarian credit reforms are urgently called
for' The urban elite may not like it but des-
perate situations require radical remedies!

Manmohan Singh has rightly placed his
finger on the nation’s energy deficiency
and its dismal future, but he has still to dis-
cover a reliable route for its redressal. The
Bush-Singh agreement regarding nuclear
energy is lingering. Similar is the fate of
the Central Asian gas pipelines. No one

_knows if these will ever touch our soil.

I hope the PM appreciates that aleader’s

- role is like that of a cyclist who must keep

on pedaling, and peddle harder and faster
because it is an uphill task to keep the na-
tion engaged. All said, my estimate of Man-
mohan Singh’s two'years in office gets him
seven out of ten marks for his efforts to
safeguard national interests. I could per-
haps add another .5 for his diligently re-
taining the nation’s faith in his leadership!
(The writer is a former

Prime Minister of India)
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