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IB detected Nagpur terrorists .-

Communications operation enabled it to monitor the squad's movement

Praveen Swami fﬁ\\(t

€
NEW DELHI: Intelligence Bureau
agents had detected the three
Lashkar-e-Taiba members
killed in Nagpur on Thursday at
least three weeks before their
abortive attempt to attack the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s
headquarters — an operation
that could have resulted in large-
scale communal violence.

Sources said an Intelligence
Bureau communications oper-
ation enabled the agency to
monitor the squad’s movement,
as well as their likely target.
However, it was not able to de-
termine the precise time of the
attack or gather enough details
to make pre-emptive arrests. As
a result, Intelligence Bureau di-

cin e
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rector E.S.L. Narasimhan flew to
Nagpur in mid-May to ensure
enhanced security for the RSS
leadership.

Maharashtra Police author-
ities have confirmed that the
three killed were Pakistan na-
tionals, as exclusively reported
by The Hindu on Thursday.
Based on documents recovered
in the course of the Intelligence
Bureau operation, they were
identified as Afzal Ahmad Butt
and Abdul Kalam Azad, both res-
idents of Lahore, and Moham-
mad Usman Habib from the
town of Gujranwala.

Authorities believe the three
went to Nagpur through Patna
butlittle information on the net-
works that arranged for their
transport and stay in both cities

is available.

The sources said there had
been progress in determining
how the terrorists obtained the
white Ambassador car in which
they attempted to penetrate the
security ring around the RSS
headquarters but declined to
share details at this stage

Maharashtra-based Lashkar
cells have long sought to elim-
inate politicians of the Hindu
right wing.

As early as November 2000,
police arrested three Pakistanis
who had set up a covert cell in
Mumbra, near Mumbai.

Mohammad Yasin Khalil, Af-
zal Shah and Mohammad Tay-
yab were sent from Jammu and
Kashmir to make a ‘fidayeen’ at-
tack on Shiv Sena chief Bal

THE HINDU

3
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Thackeray. g

Lashkar fidayeen volunteers
are taught that Islam in India is
under state-supported assault.
In one typical propaganda arti-
cle, Lashkar ideclogue Hafiz Ab-
dul  Salam  bin-Muhammad,
asserted that “in India, the Mus-
lims are being slaughtered just
because they profess Islam.
Their property is plundered,
their women are disgraced and
molested and their mosques
have been razed to the ground.”

He argues that a campaign of
genocide has been instituted
against Muslims in India. He
claims Mr. Thackeray has told
Muslims to “leave the sub-conti-
nent, or they should convert to
Hinduism or be ready to lose
their lives.”
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War room

leak:

CBI

! bN&%

raids on

Interpol’s Red Corner Notice
Against Ex-Naval Commander

New Delhi: Investigating
the sensational naval war
room leak case, the CBI on
Friday conducted raided 19
places in four cities includ-
ing the premises of busi-
nessman Abhishek Verma
who has been accused of try-
ing to procure confidential
documents of the armed
forces.

CBI sleuths searched 15
places in the national capi-
tal region, two places in
Kolkata and a place each in
Vishakhapatnam and
Bhubaneswar, sources said.

They said the searches
were part of the agency’s
probe into the naval war
room leak, during which the
CBI claimed to have found
that certain officials of the
. navy, army and defence min-
i istry had allegedly been pro-
{ vided “illegal gratification”
for supplying secret docu-
: ments. According to sources,
i Verma was close to certain
i officials who had been al-
¢ legedly indulging in leaking
i confidential documents.

In Friday’s operation, CBI
i sleuths searched the resi-
: dences and official premises
i of seven officials of the navy,
: three officers of the rank of
¢ under secretary in the de-
¢ fence ministry and two army
¢ officials, besides Verma and
a chartered accountant.
Acting on a request from

“ the CBI, the Interpol has is-

i sued a red corner notice
! against former naval com-
¥ mander Ravi Shankaran, a
i relative of the navy chief ad-
miral Arun Prakash, for his
alleged links to those involved
i in the war room leak.
i - Shankaran has been declared
a proclaimed offender.

CBI sources claimed that
former naval commander
Kulbushan Parashar, who
has been arrested by the

agency, had told sleuths
that he had been supply-

KEY ACCUSED

The house of a bureaucrat
in New Delhi that was raided

@ CBI raided the premises
of businessman Abhishek
Verma who has been
accused of trying to procure
confidential documents of
the armed forces

@ [£x- naval commander
Ravi Shankaran, a relative of
the navy chief admiral Arun
Prakash, has afleged links to
those involved in the war
room leak

ing sophisticated computers,
mobile phones and pen
drives to some navy and
army officials besides pro-
viding them other illegal
gratification.

Sources added that the
FIR was registered on the ba-
sis of information from the
defence ministry that three
navy officers and an officer
of the air force had “acted in
collusion with private per-
sons and retired military of-
ficers to conspire to unau-
thorisedly procure classified
documents or information
relating to the ministry, the
disclosure of which is likely
to affect the sovereignty and
integrity of the country”.

The CBI had registered a
case in connection with the
naval war room leak on
March 20 and had later ar-
rested six people. The navy
had sacked three officials in
October last year for leaking
information. AGENCIES



| ARMY SKIRTS QUIT POSER

Vice-chiet
. says sorry

" OURSPECIAL  ~"
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 20: The vice-
chief of army staff, Lieuten-
ant General S. Pattabhiram-
an, today apologised in the af-
termath of a controversial
remark attributed to him th-
at was said to be disparaging
about women in the army.

A statement from army
headquarters this evening
comes after days of staunch
denial and repeated asser-
tions that the vice-chief was
misquoted.

The vice-chief was quoted
in a newspaper report as hav-
ing said the army could do
without lady officers, a day
after Lieutenant Susmita Ch-
akraborthy shot herself in
Udhampur, apparently out of
professional frustration.

Girija Vyas, head of the
National Commission for
Women, and BJP leader Sus-
hma Swaraj had reacted to
the report based on an inter-
view of Pattabhiraman.
Sushma had said: “The de-
fence minister should tell the
vice-chief that the army can
do without him.”

The army spokesman, as-
ked if Pattabhiraman had of-
| fered to resign, said: “No, he

isnot.”

Had he been toid to resign
or was he resigning? The spo-
kesman replied: “I am not
aware of such a thing.”

The following is the
full text of the army “clarifi-
cation”:

“It is unfortunate that
during an interview on 16

. June 2006 remarks ascribed
to me by a journalist in rela-
tion to intake of lady officers
in the army has caused con-
sternation and generated ad-

Pattabhiraman

verse publicity.

“I would like to place on
record that the lady officers
joining the army as part of
women’s Special Entry Sch-
eme have contributed in as
much measure as their male
counterparts towards uphol-
ding army’s traditional work
culture and ethos. They have
also excelled in fields such as
adventure sports and shoot-
ing, apart from providing va-
lue addition to army’s work
in fields such as education,
IT, communication engineer-
ing, architecture, inventory
management, intelligence
and combat logistics.

“l also recognise that
women of our country have
played a stellar role not only
in nation building but also in
extreme adventure activities
like climbing the Everest.

“Should my remarks, as
reported in the press, have
caused any anguish or doubt
on my personal commitment
and healthy respect towards
the role of lady officers in the
army, I have no hesitation in
rendering an apology to such
groups or sections of society
or individuals.”
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Serial blasts rock

Assam, Rajdhani
has a close shav

«:}, : 1’\: ( \ \
HTC and Agencies -/, N >
Guwabhati, June 10 Y h

Wb

THERE’S BEEN no lull in the
continuing violence in Assam
with seven more blasts reported i
on Saturday. On Friday night a
bomb had gone off on the rail-
way tracks in Tinsukia just befo-
re the Delhi-bound Rajdhani Ex-
press was to pass. :

While the police are blaming §
the Ulfa for the blasts, the outfit |
has blamed the Assam Police. }
Guwahati SP Nitul Gogoi said §
that at 7.20 pm on Saturday, sus- i3
pected Ulfa men hurdled a gren- UB PHOTOS
ade on the RPF Head Office at A victim of Saturday’s grenade
Railway Colony in Chandmari blast at Ganeshguri.
injuring three RPF jawans. At 8
pm another grenade was lobbed from a flyover at Ganeshguri in-
juring two and killing one.

A grenade was also hurled at a CRPF camp in front of the Sib-
sagar deputy commissioner’s office in which three jawans were
injured. Blasts were also reported from near the historic monu-
ments at Ranghar and Talatalghar, but no injuries.

Again, in Tinsukia, suspected Ulfa men blew up an oil pipe-
line at Langkasi around 6.30 pm. At Hapajan in Dibrugarh, too,
there was an explosion on an oil pipeline.

At 8.10 am or. Saturday the police defused a powerful time
bomb, kept inside a tiffin box, in Panbazar. It was set for 10.10 am.
The timely action had saved many schoolchildren, the SP said.

In an email tc a section of the media on Saturday, Ulfa com-
mander-in-chief Paresh Barua alleged that the blasts at public
places were the handiwork of Assam Police’s Special Branch.
“Assam Police (Special Branch) IGP Khagen Sarma was directly
responsible (for) all the blasts that occurred in (the) last 48 hours.
This was a move to derail the ongoing peace talk process and to
malign the Ulfa,” Barua alleged in the email.
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New Delhi: In a major move to
encourage larger private sector
participation in advanced ar-
mament production, the defence
ministry on Friday announced
that-it proposed to give sclect
private industries the right to
receive technology from abroad.

Defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee said such companies
would be conferred the status of
“raksha udyog ratna” and be
treated on par with defence pub-
lic sector undertakings (PSUs)
for transfer of technology from
overseas sources. They will also
be allowed to assume the role of
system integrators of large
weapons systems and producers
of weapons platforms, the min-
ister said, adding that a selec-
tion committee had been set up

- Centre widens defence
o door to private players
Select Industries Will Get Right To Import Tech

¢ The companies will be
conferred the status of ‘raksha
udyod ratna’ and be treated
on par with defence PS{s for
transfer of technology from
overseas sources

Pranab Mukherlee | oeFence MINISTER

to select Tier I industries that
wotuld be called “raksha udyog
ratnas”.

Addressing a gathering to
give away the defence minister’s
awards for 2005-'06, he lament-
ed that since 2001, when the de-
fence sector had been opened to
private participation, the re-
sponse had been dull. Mukher-
jee said the government wanted

to trigger a much wider private
sector participation and infu-
sion of investments and re-
sources so that the strain on the
exchequer would be reduced.
“We want this system to act as
an instrument of incentive to
encourage private sector in-
vestment in the country’s de-
fence research, production and
development,” he said.
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ID cards to

check influx

b
ManashGhosh
KOLKATA, June 6: The
Centre yesterday decided in
principle to issue multi-pur-
pose identity cards to all res-
idents living in five states
within a 10-km radius of the
Indo-Bangladesh border. At
a high-level meeting held in
Delhi under the joint aus-
pices of the Union home
and external affairs min-
istries, it was decided that
the home ministry from
early next year would start
distributing these special
“colour cards” whose twin
objectives are to stop future
illegal migration from
Bangladesh into India and
to recognise all existing resi-
dents living in the specified
areas of the border districts
of the country as legitimate
Indian citizens.

The idea of introducing
multi-purpoese identity card
was mooted as a solution to
the contentious issue of the
continuous flow of illegal
Bangladeshi migrants into
. India, especially in the dis-
tricts along the border. A
senior home ministry offi-
cial said: “the purpose of
issuing these cards is to
ensure that in future no
Bangladeshi is able to settle
in our border districts.” The
decision would, however, de

v N0e

M 9
Work permlts

KOLKATA, June 6: A crucial
part of yesterday’s decision
is to issue temporary work
permits to Bangladeshis
who may be allowed to stay
and work in India only in
supervisory roles but would
be devoid of voting and
other rights enjoyed by
Indians. ® SNS

facto recognise all those liv-
ing in the specified areas of
the border districts ~ includ-
ing, it is alleged, illegal
Bangladeshis immigrants ~
as legitimate Indian citizens.
According to an official,
identification of
Bangladeshis among the
border residents had
become “a very difficult
exercise”. “Recognising
them once and for all as
Indians will help us to start
with a clean slate,” he
added.

Not only has illegal immi-
gration resulted in signifi-
cant demographic changes
in many border districts of
Bengal like Murshidabad,
Malda and North Dinajpur,
but also in at least nine dis-
tricts of Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram. Some
of these districts also have
highest population density
in the country giving rise to

035 N by

social, economic and com-
munal tension.

But it is the question of
national security that really
prodded the Centre to intro-
duce this special card. Dethi
woke up to the threat that
Bangladeshi militants posed
to nation’s security after
their involvement in a series
of bomb blasts in Delhi and
elsewhere was proven
beyond doubt. Not only
were these militants belong-
ing to various jihadi groups
using bordering Indian dis-
tricts as staging points, they
were also smuggling in arms
and ammunition from
Bangladesh through these
border areas. Border dis-
tricts have also been target-
ed for “activity” by funda-
mentalist preachers.

According to a home min-
istry official, it will be
mandatory for all Indian
nationals living inside the
10-km zone to always carry
their multiple identity card
with them.

The card will not only
identify its owner as an
Indian national but will also
enable him ar her to cast
vote in elections. Anyone
found residing in this area
without the card would be
deported to Bangladesh.
Registration of all newborns
in this area will be a must.
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~Naranasi blast
"\’\» brain’ was UP .
madarsa teacher

Zubair's younger brother
Haroon said that Waliullah
used to come to Tanda to meet
Zubair. “Zubair told me that
Waliullah was seeking dona-
tions for his madarsa in
Phoolpur. We never suspected
anything else,” he said.

Bhagat said the three ter-
rorists who landed in
Phoolpur in early March were
also introduced to Waliullah
by Zubair after which Waliul-
lah helped them carry out the
plan. “It became clear to us
that Zubair was the main
mind behind the blasts. How-
ever, on April 5, when we
raided his village, Zubair was
gone,” said SSP Bhagat.

Zubair’s' father Mohd
Yousuf, however, said that his
son had left for Badaut near
Baghpat town on the night of
April 4 along with his family for
some work but later disap-
peared after abandoning his
wife and children there.

“We searched for him every-
where. Since then, police has

| beenbanging on our doors each

day,” said Yousuf.

The neighbours are shocked.
“Zubairwas a nice man, used to
stay quiet most of the time as far
as we know. After completing
his education at Deoband, he
had gone to Jaipur to teach ata
madarsa there for a year,” said
Ishaq Abad, a neighbour.

The cat-and-mouse game be-
tween Zubair and the police
lasted over a month. “He tried
his best to escape to Bangladesh
from the Bengal border but our
team foiled his attempts by step-
ping up vigil. Frustrated, he
went to J&K around 15 days
back to cross the border. We got
information and our STF unit
from Ghaziabad has been
camping there for six days now.
Early this morning, our unit got
concrete information on him
which was passed on to the J&K
police and Army,” said Bhagat.

Around 5.15 am, Zubair was
shot dead by the troops of the
Four Jat and the SOG of the
J&K police.

(with EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE in SRINAGAR)




‘|J9M S 3)1§331eS 9} JO JUSWAOdAIP YHM
diay [|IM 0as] ‘patea|o SI Y J1 'SPIRPUR]S PUB SHUIWIIINDII S,04S)
193W 0} dARY |[Im pue $153) Ajijenb 03 193[gns a4 (|Im sjesodosd

dU) ‘U0AIBAD 0) UIMO SI 131J0 BY} IIYM "SaY|31eS plIng

pue ubisap 0} AUNOJ 313 SSOIIR SIINYISUI PUB SBIJISIDAIUN
woJj A}noe} pue sjuapnys wodj siesodo.d ybnos sey ois)

*Kes S[e110 ,‘UMO J9U] UO aNjjBTes

' Buiubisap Aq a1es3udb Ued ASY) RIRP JY) WO JYBUD] JjIM

SJUIPNIS "SISO [RUCIHPPE JTOYLM SI||SILS J||BWS Ydune) 0}

0JS} S3|geud sayoune| Jabbig ul Ayoedes pasi|nnun ayL,, 303 Jo

93} ‘'SoNj|e1es UMO 11y youne| 03 Ayoeded Siy} asn 0} sjuspms

pue A3jnoey 9oustas Hugtaul S) uonesiuebio ay ) pasnun

5806 —6% 00T 03 6% 05 SWOS—SIIUBA B3 JO Ayideded youne)
9|)3)] © ‘aji)j83es e sayoune) Aouabe aoeds ay) swiy A19A3

“UOISSILL JJHI9TLS ({BWS S,045) 0] SHyuey) ‘d)qissod

MOU S| StYL ¢SaYjRIes Ja661q yim apld e Bunjiy-yapy—aoeds

03U] 9)3]]93ES 1UIW UMO InoA Bulpuss Jo Jybnoyy 197 :alojebureg

NNLIN D Yiueyseld

preojAed AwbAd 10} apinb e____.__u-__._

m

‘Pres ay
0L, 0] 8SBSIDUT [[IM SIII[[o)ES
UBIIALO JO Joquinu 8y} ‘G10g
A ss8)I[Ia1es Uoned I unuuIod
axe gz Yorym Suowre ‘sajI{[ores
UBI[IATO 8¢ mou sassassod ers
-SMY "PoYoune] 9I9M SI[OIY3A
aoeds uerssty 81 ‘6002 U, ‘pres
9y ‘suorssIW adeds pauuew
a1y} Jo Suruurdaq oy} Sunjrewt
‘1961 ‘g1 (t1dy uo 9ovds 0}
ST 31y s, ura8en Langx ayy
Jo AXesIaAruue jgy a3} yIew
0} p1aYy uonounj e je urisyjed
a9} Suissaappe asijIey

‘pres 3y ,‘L00g JO pua ay3 ut
AAeN uelpuj o3 ojul payonp
-ut Affewaoy 8q [{Im ‘Aoqys
-109) [elIWpy ‘I811ied jJeld
~ITe 8y} ‘0STV,, "YIYSeN Ul pajl
W] SOINBUOIsy uejsnpulyd
a9y} }e oInpayds uo Surssaas
A.wn mmf} SI9JYS31J 10Y3Nng 9701

N
A

-[nur Jo uorjonpold pasuad
-11 9Y3 3eY] pres Aysikjuey
‘pres 8y , ‘se(nd s3I puswe 0}
sey HSN a3 Isa1j ‘Ing 'siojoe
-ad Jajem JYSI] 10w In0jJ I0¥
ST1 paYse sey etpuy,, \LAN 943
0} A10)eu3ls ke jou sem 13
20Uls 8.t S31 sedueyd dnoin
SsJatiddng Tesponp oquIamI-Sy
81[3} 90u0 erpuj yiim uorjerado
-00 AOURYUS [JIM BISSNY pres
9y ‘Juogy Jesfonu ayl uQ
‘pres yewto[dip ueissny
poseq-Tequinjy 9y} ,.‘sieak
3urwoo sYy) ur erpuy woajy
$9)1[[87ES YINS AI0W YaUuhe[ o}
ueld ap,, “Soy[[ajes uoljedraeu
SSBUOTH), Jojusudoansp Junof
8y} 0] 3urjeras juswsaide ue
pausts Aouady aoedg Tetopaq
uerssny oY) pue uoiyesiues
-IQ ydxeasay avedg uerpuj
a1} ‘LT-91 YOoTe] U0 T MON

BISSNY Aq sasod.nd
jeuonjefireu

Atejjiw pue

URJJIAID 40} pasSh 3q
1M “200Z Ul A1S9 3Ud
Aq aoeds 03 uaye} aq
HIM Yoiym ‘sseuolo

JUNLAL AHUYLS

03 JIST1A S, A0YpeL [TeUTIN
JOISTUIN 9WlIg ueisSsSny
Suranp pres Aysikiuey
ASot0Uu
-([09} aoeds s BIpPU] UT 30USPY
-U09 J[qeIIPISU0D pey eissmy
PIES OH "BI0NLIEYLIS Ul 313U8)
aoedg wemey(J ystyes oy} wioy
(AISD) SIPTYBA Yyounery aig
-[81e§ SNOUOIYIUAS-035) SNOU
-831pul 8y} AqQ pal.LIed 8q TIMm
‘sgsodand reuoryedraeu Axe}
-I{TUI PUB UBI[IAIO 10] pash aq
T[4 Yoty ‘siif[eres aup pres
AASISIUBN A JOPUBXI[Y ‘BlS
-sny JO TetsUed MSU00 9y,
"L00g Ul ‘ SSeUOLD), ‘9)I[[9)es
ueissny e youner [(im eIp
-u] ‘swureadoad soeds uerpul
Y3 Jo AxolsTy pro-1eak-gp 8yl
Ut oWty 18113 93 10 ‘TequunijAl

NN | UBWIXET] SRAJULIS

||93es ueISSNY Yyaune| 0} }as 04s|

‘y

A o e e et

THE 1imES OF INDIA

oA

Loree

27!0(



o

‘pafieoued
sem Surjeaul jaurqed Ayoam
31} pue JI3A9] PIIW & padores
-9p Y3UIS ‘SUTU3A9 91} Ul 18)e]

JIAJJ Y3uIg

- uorjesiuedao o1A1s

-Aurte Jolxadns,, (3im ‘pastie}
AW Af3uisesqout  jusul

-3A0W 31} PUE ‘paurea} 193iaq
MOU aIem 3Jped ISIOBN
‘peppe sy ‘. seaie
989} JO 9WOS Ul Jussqe A[[ed
-Tpotaad axe 8o1[od pue uorjen}

| -stururpe [1A19,, pue seaqe 9109

E:mwsoN:oﬁﬁon::sm:nﬁ
-S9 0} SUlAJ) a.qe S91I[exXeN
uohe
-usife pue uonearidsp Jo
asues 9y} 3uronpal uo 3ursnooy
JWT) JuIes ay} 1e o[IyMm asuods
-9 92170d 9AT}O8]J0 UR 8ARY 0}
— s3a1 om) U0 Yem 01 3q 0}
sey ‘a10JaJtoyl A593ens InQ,,
J00d 9y} J0J JUB9UI ASUIOW 9}
Furrea)s dols spJom Ia3jo Ut —
spunj jueurdo[saap Jo . eal,
9JRUTWI[d PUB  SOURUISA0S
poog,, uo snooj o) pey ‘pres
9] ‘S}USUiUdeAlS  53EIS
‘UOI[{eqa.1 31 Paa}
poediay pue afdoad pajeusife
pey pres ay 09139 e ‘suoisd
-91 18aJ100d s31 03 Juswdorea
-9p pue a01Isn( [B100S I2AID 0}
aanyrey s, AIUnod a1y} pajusiue|
Y3UIS ‘owil) owres o} IV
'$90.10]
aorqd  areuy mEmEuwcoE

q/< N

pue dn 3uijesq se [[am Se ‘Suol)
-eJado £31INnd8s Sun)eUIpJIood
pue Surieyjes aduasI[[elul Jo
qof J19118q B 0P 0} PIaPasU U]
-01A ISTORIAl £Q palosjje sajels
ey} Suriesw oyl plo} sH

. JUSWIBAOW 83 UT MOU S)uaUl
919 uadwmy Auew aJe dI91[}
pue poysiurwip sey jusul
-3AOW 33} JO dse( [ed130109pt
AL, £13UN0D Y3 J3AO [[& SIOLI}
-SIP 091 JoA0 03 Surpeaads £q
18uaa)s Ul paures sey 1 ing

(1.1d) AILIMOJS [euId)Ur S

RIPUT 01 JBIIT) }SAART

‘UOTIORIIIE TeNIV9[[8IUL S JO
onu 3s0[ Sey JUsUaAOW 3}1[e
-XBN 9y} I8)e[ SsIeeh (O jsow
-Te ‘Kepog, "e1pu] 1oA0 Japunyy,
guradg e Jnoqe pay[er aduo
pey Jepwnzejy nreyp,,
JUBWIBAOW 9y} pajea)
-[Jul 9aey  Siuswsfe uadwny,,
Auewt jey} 3uikes ‘syuasins
-UI 93 JO SSULI00U [BO130[09PT
ay} Je uire y0o1 os[e Y3uls
"UOISIAS[9} 10} PBIO]
-Te} sayoeads Jo ade ay} Ut AD

-Ua..INd paures aaey jeys} suols
-soxdxa ‘ il JOo Aem Ino 4D
-BI00WAP ANO,, PaUsIEaayl Jeyl
90J0] Jo{ew € 0JUl PIATOAS PEY
JUSWSAOW JSTORIA Y} PTES 18
-STUTIAT WL 38U} Ty U]
‘ysapead eaypuy
pue e1jyseJeyeN ‘yiessniey
-U[) "puByNIRY ‘BSSLIO Teyld
ade 3e} o} YIm XIS 3], ‘91els
JIY-9M[eXEN € pade[osp A[[e1o
-1}J0 U9aq jou sey [esuag
A2UIZINSUL Y YSTLID 01 Pa

£ ay) Se S)SIORIAl PATUSPI (JSLY)

YSUIS URYOUIUEIA] 919U SUTIIIW TYTA(T 3 & JJO S3ZOP (PF{NUIYS([ OBISE[IA S eDYSEIBYeN

-moA Aepo} aslreyoeneyy ‘[ed
-uag ul proy3uoais ajl[eXeN
e ‘elrnang ut [feJ) udtedured
3} UQ "UJII0U0D I0] 3SNEBI B 3k
S9YLI)S ISTORIN JBY]} BUNO[R)
ul papaouod sslxeyoeneyqg
gapeyppnyg JIoisturul  JoIyd
edusg Jsye sanoy pg ueyl
sso] aweo Testexdde 8y,
'$9)€1S poloajJe-allfexeN
XIS 9y} JO SJaistuIi Jaryo jo
gunesw e pio} ysuis , Kyrorad
U481y A0 & warqoad ay) 9AIS
0] paau am Jey3 10B] 9} Uo A3
-WIIURUN 3q 0} SWIYIS 313 ], A1)
-unod Ino Aq padej Joas 93ua|
Teyo A31anoes feuaiul 1sa331q
918u1s a1 ST WISI[eXeN Jo Wa[
-qoxd ay3 Jey} Aes 0} uoneIss
-3eX9 ue aq jou pnom 1.
'S9SSAIPPL
[prIuapIsald g ut punoj Aqre
-nsn saseydyvien yum paad
-dad yo9ads & 3ULISAI[D ‘90U
-uadapu] 90UIS AJLINDSS [eU
-193UI S,BIPU]J O} Jeaay) 1SoAr1d
a9y} se Aouedansul ISIOBN
paynuept Aepol ysuis uey
-OWIUR JOISIUTA QWILIJ
‘Tedusd Ul
LIeqexeN Ul 9sod [Ted UorIed
JY} JI9)Je SIBOK £¢ pue BN

~[eD Ul pa3pa[mousor sem Jen

-ta10d aAndnISIp S J9)Je Aep
B I{a( Yonais sey Japuny,
suradg :¢1 1udy ‘Tq[aq moN

INTAANOSTIIOO
TVIDAdS N0

mam_cﬁz uo 3e) 1 "oN 18Iy} JAd

te b oARA Fi

The



e gl b} — 1202ttt BIbLA, (114D Gelielie 25 BL2RIRE 125 aille 05 BRI el 2tk QUBE fels Bl | BB lolhD SRISE 1ehin 0 Bh 1100 QIER Blle MY 122
solialle S0 Bl Skl P Blokbls lblEle 56IBIA Slelbls llolk) 1054 Blisk|Ric bllale (0 BAb] Olkk koA BAIIQ ) Bl BLARIIS] 00¢ $20) dlie Bu)d -kl

1535 Blall) Uabh liclis (i BlisblRle e BIG | ieli) Rlllg) HEISE Bk plo. ALYl NI0S ok E5Tistbl bl isllaleliolie) 000 Bliclte 5 lelolihblkb] 105 BIEIE Bl6Y 4B
(oip Blsddulell 26 0kc2 121 ofle biclle Bb] B2 Mibale Qb EIEL B BEle,, ‘ol Bllslile tglielEAN: ik ‘aifiele 1B 5 560 Edleliublib] ledlle? istp Blbiilln )l
Polecle B bedells) 1ZUIZ Wb LRI eibbblle Ee) ffolo Bl gplifio Blla By (412 (B Bl gt ‘(31 bie)) BIRIS BOBlslin SR Y ‘Ul 55 12001k Bl 1l Sidlliowe
Loiejlic 2iRaR lelblale [Qbisle Bliclle 524} bulez Bllclte LUBIASZE HQSID 5 TloBlke @m?n‘éwﬁggﬁwﬁﬁb?g%hzmqu@mwﬁp.wﬁwﬁmw@@w
g} 12bbdrle il R 12l b Gl  Siglels 1D ekl ble (& 2Rk o DI[6E, 1) Blitlls beblite 1) B dedzllp] kol BIIGI) Qlieqlile BBIleg Bl ol
,,_D%Ean@@?wrw@?@&@%_%ywwggwg%ﬁwﬂw@ 12l 5% Lo@|lb Slle |6\ ‘L) [aisdbile B) Blt6W) lodulglie Bliclle LUG, (ol bitsd HARIS
Tolelshe ‘Rie (Rl SlellEllack 195, ‘ledb tedelp] & 1) iejieledlie GUBIA bz Bildlts i) LORGEIA S MIRAS lellZle bl 1Obble | D18 1995 Bzl Bkl feid EOISIE bIO
BB b Zlitixa BEDRI B Eifhb] iRl BOIBIA E)d k) | 02llics@ 1dlis k2lb lod bblle 322 lhllele Bleddlle Seligab) B BN OluB(kE (bitlls. |12 Dlojli bUlkY LBl
Kle Bi|pleb] BIh B Ixbial BOOBIA | $Dle) 00% biin B0 ille. | PEDEIN 1BlIe fdke KGiln BEle SBIA MIkajle B5 |22 lde 004 AR 2] Blaae bl klblzk 5
DIlade ullot] B> DI bliebls [Bibellsle BOIBIS 2@ Bblin GURDEIA l2d BB Bl s, ‘Rliad Bl
B @A) il 1B0Dls GJEBls 226 | diibksh Gy [ | wzle ni bl 1Blobldk 2 bedial 5k
Qibb| Blmlibll bl E)ed SalRBe) kielzk V1 oz slsis it Sl K510 lolialab) Sl

RGBS, ‘lodb pdlfs] Z20R) 1R ZkO 1G0R2 loBe> Sdulke Qe N>
JRAAL SRR G\ip BEMaebls [RlgllRIZI Z5 | B Dlplic Mealls 134 s BRIBIA (leli) tb@Disit o
10h Bivh) Bl BOd) Bllokeblly leldiBlt pepllie-BBIA - | ke Blle kbbb loleble ki (1B2)

Tl sk kbl Wbl RGBS ble B4 lbab
el Mfplaislls Sl lnlebizte [QAI5IZIR S Bd)

IndelBte ZiaBle RPE| Slolbi-lmibiile Fikp bl

LB Bkl QIS 25 5k24aL D bt lelie e Legh

LB 2150 1O 1% Bigh BelInIzk bk 5

bR (9RMkble AU 512 BlESE Lk UG |QRigh

2ohdlesle] A 25 bl ‘el kbhie B bl
et Ble @OIRMs phik Mikaln Skbla i
158520 B{6) lefe SpUlH G120 124 h\leab] |}
sk 25 ilin B |hedzjig) 520> Db 1o0b BB ke
Sbile BIBIG slewb] Bz & el 16 2R e bk
R S-MRERG |l wIZ el SRRl Sile) MIRale
b6 |hlkale B Sojledlle Fpie Sildule 145 ‘Wd
0URBG bIbllh SER Qelid Be) kW klbiazg

5B SEBle i bl Sbiek 5led BRIS) llelal
BEBIA Dkl llkkil bl “leidlob S bkelb

aeb-h Zie-lislll |AE B ules Slaidivl) SOBI bk Bile) Bl ble Ak 06 Bk Ak
B 5 WRlUD el B9 CbieR) (DIl SER ..W:wmm 9.:« ,V.Wmvc |ZI Shlob (69 skDle] bllte Sisfat BAaG BEIS)
B bloy OBIRE kel IBIA |47 BR tebllie DI S ’ 4 3 (et B o) BEOBIE ‘S1 ehs 1 € “Bliedldell

|2l lobh Gz bllclls B> lodele lo|@IBRA

KA

|

Fa

ANADABAZ Ak



Varanasi blast ‘brain’ shot in
J&K was UP madarsa teacher

BAGHPAT B ‘I cannot believe my son was a terrorist,’ says

shocked father, recalls how Zubair suddenly disappeared

Father Mchammad Yousuf (left) at the Tanda madarsa in western UP hours after the news of

his son Mohammad Zubalr’s death. Express photo by Ravi Batra

AMAN SHARMA
BAGHPAT (UP), MAY 10

AT a sprawling madarsa in
Tanda, in western UP’s Bagh-
2at, the students were waiting
for their teacher, Mohammad
Zubair, gone missing since
April 4. Then news came yes-
terday morning quoting police
from the Valley that he was
the Varanasi blast master-
mind shot dead in north Kash-
mir’s Handwara.

“His students were waiting
for him...He is married with six
children...I cannot believe my
sonwas a terrorist,” said his fa-
ther, Mohammad Yousuf,
who runs the madarsa where
Zubair taught for 15 years.

The police claim he was a
top Harkat-ul-Jehadi-Islamia
leader who was the “main or-
ganiser” of the March 7

Varanasi blasts that killed 20
people. He was shot todayina
joint operation by the J&K
police’s Special Operations

Group, the Uttar Pradesh

Special Task Force and troops
of the Army’s 4 Para.

Police said two others who
were along with Zubair man-
aged to escape during the en~
counter.

Handwara SSP Nitesh Ku-
mar said the militant had been
on the run for two weeks in
the Valley. “Zubair tried to
flee to Bangladesh but failed
because of constant police
pressure. So he came to Kash-
mir and was planning to cross
over to Pakistan,” said Kumar.

The UP STF said that
Zubair’s name first cropped up
in the Varanasi blasts probe
following the arrest of
Phoolpur’s imam, Waliullah,

on April 5. The night before,
Zubair vanished. “Both
Zubair and Waliullah worked
for the LeT before shifting to
HUJL. Waliullah told us that it
was actually Zubair who had
met him on February 12 near
Allahabad and told him that
“ladke aa rahe hain Bangladesh
se, Benaraswala kaam kama
hai,” STF SSP S K Bhagat told
The Indian Express. :

Bhagat claimed Zubair’s as-
sociation with terrorism was
old. “His name first came up
in 2001 when we killed three
LeT militants in Lucknow. We
are checking the records now.
Zubair and Waliullah were
classmates at Deoband over
15 years back. Both had been
arranging for the training of
their recruits in Pakistan as
well,” said Bhagat.

¥ CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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R. KRISHNA DAS

Raipur, March 25: Mistaking
a private jeep for a police vehi-
cle, Maoists blew it up last
night killing 13 people near a
Chhattisgarh village, about
250 km southwest of capital
Raipur.

Naxalites had on February
28 blown up a truck in the
state’s Dantewada district,
mistaking the passengers for
members of the Salwa Judum,
a government-backed body of
anti-Maoist activists. They
later apologised for the opera-
tion that killed 32 villagers re-
turning from a peace rally.

Last night’s landmine atta-
ck near Pakhanjore in Kanker
district, which lifted the jeep
20 feet in the air before blow-
ing it to pieces, left four of its
17 occupants severely injured.
The impact hurled the engine
200 feet away and left bodies
and limbs scattered over a ra-
dius of 100 feet.

The 9 pm blast was the sec-
ond major Maoist operation of
the day. In the morning, guer-
rillas had attacked a sub-jail in
Orissa’s R. Udaygiri town, fre-
eing some 40 prisoners, killing
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three policemen, looting amm-
unition and taking the jailer
and the officer-in-charge of
the local police station
hostage.

Last night’s victims, most-
ly traders and porters, werere-
turning from the weekly mar-
ket at Sangham village, Kan-
ker superintendent of police
Pradeep Gupta said. Most of
them were Bangladeshi refu-
gees from the resettlement
colony in Pakhanjore.

As the jeep reached a spot
between Ghoragaon and Par-
alkote village, the rebels set
off the blast. The dead and the
injured lay there through the
night before the police arrived

The 5 ST4 TES;
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/ in\the morning. The injured

were shifted to the Pakhanjore
government hospital, from
where three were sent to
Raipur Medical College Hospi-
tal in a critical condition.
Villagers protesting agai-
nst the government’s failure
to protect them gheraoed
home minister Ramvichar
Netam and state police chief
O.P, Rathor after they arrived
in a helicopter. They later
freed the visitors but wouldn’t
let the minister board his offi-
cial car, forcing him to walk a
kilometre from the helipad to
the government rest house.
Netam announced a com-
pensation of Rs 2 lakh and a
job for each bereaved family.
The dead have been identi-
fied as Gobindo Nandi, Arun
Biswas, Kalachand Bhavak,
Bipul Das, Sudhanshu Kundu,
Bishnu De, Tapan Samaddar,
Bipul Dutta, Kiran Bagchi,
Manoj, Rajak Esabeda, Pra-
deep Shah and Wajeed Khan.
The government recorded
a minor success against the
Maoists this morning with the
Nagaland Armed Police gun-
ning down three rebels in Bi-
japur district. (See Page 6)
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 ,Naxalites raid Orissa jail, }

Stateaman Nsws Service

R UDAYAGIRI, (Gajapati), March
24. — In an early morning raid remi-
niscent of Jehanabad and Koraput,
more than 300 Communist Party of
India - Maoist radicals rampaged
through this town today, storming an
Orissa state armed police camp and a
sub-divisional jail to free 40 prisoners
before wresting arms and ammuni-
tion from the police. The rebels kid-
napped the police officer, Mr Ranjan
Kumar Mallick, and the jail superin-
tendent, Mr RN Setty.

The three-hour turbulence left a
triad of policemen killed and a quar-
tet of its colleagues injured. A few
Maoists, too, were said to have been
hit by police bullets. More than 40
rifles were taken away by the brash
mutineers in combat fatigues who
surged in around 4.50 am.

Two lorries and a few light vehicles,
allegedly hijacked at Nuagada, ferried
them to the unsuspecting town, where

they got going by snapping all com-
munication facilities and sealing arte-
rial roads oft. Ceilphone services,
begun a week ago, were stopped by
hacking down the lines stretching
from a tower. The radicals then
entered the police station where the
OIC, Mr Mallick, and an assistant
sub-inspector  were at  work.
Brandishing guns, the rebels asked
them to come out. Booming guns
indicated presently that the nearby
OSAP camp too was under attack. A
sentry alerted his platoon, resulting
in some resistance being sought to be
put up, if only for half an hour. The
radicals brought the police officers, by
then bound with ropes, to the OSAP
camp, calling for submission and
declaring that defiance would lead to
the officers being killed.

The desired effect achieved, the
Maoists collected the arms and
ammunition before shifting their
attention to the jail, where the super-
intendent woke to find himself
besieged and parted with the keys to

ll Cops

the rlsonerspgérw\ the convicts,
including Ghirsinga Majhi of Ma-
ndimara, an alleged Naxalite, were
released and, taken to a distance of
about 100 meters from the jail, were
asked to shout Inquilab zindabad,
Maobadi zindabad’ and told to run
away. One of the prisoners, Basant
Singh, from Kandhamala District, has
returned, though.

The District Collector, Mr Binod
Behary Mohanty, coincidentally on
tour here, had been sought to be met
by a quintet of the Maoists. But, alert
to the development, he escaped to
the PWD quarters here. At 1 p.m

that the Gajapati SP, Mr AN Sinha, |

reached R Udayagiri. He visited the
OSAP barracks to find out what had
happened but refused to speak to the
Press.

Two of the policemen who had died
were identified as Tanu Dooriya and
P K Patnaik. In the injured quartet is
Sitaram Satapathy, Rajaseh Ekka, D
Kujuru and R N Behera. They are all
in Berhampur Hospital.
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Pranab denies illegal payment

“The Govt Did Not Pay An Extra
Rs 4,500 Cr Than What Was Negotiated
Earlier In The Scorpene Deal”

_ Our Political Bureau
T NEW DELHS '

EFENCE minister,

D' Tuesday rejected the

Pranab Mukherjee on
Opposition’s allegation of in-
volvement of middlemen and
kickbacks in the Scorpene sub-
marine deal and asserted that
the UPA government had in
fact succeeded in bringing
down the costs by Rs 313 crore
and had also signed “integrity”
pacts to ensure transparency.

Soon after, the Congress tried
to turn the tables on the Opposi-
tion by demanding a probe to
find out what had prompted the
erstwhile NDA regime to origi-
nally fix the deal at an addition-
al cost of Rs 313 crore.

AICC spokestnan, Rajiv
Shukla, said now the Opposi-
tion leaders who had targeted
the government on Monday
should come out with explana-
tions for the NDA regime nego-
tiating the deal on a higher
price tag.

Opposition leaders — LK
Advani, George Fernandes and
Jaswant Singh — had alleged
on Monday that middle men
(they named Congress leader’s
son Abhishek Verma) were in-
volved in the deal and an extra
amount of Rs 4,500 crore was
paid to the French firms than
was earlier negotiated.

Mr Mukherjee said: “The

facts of the case are contrary to
these allegations. No contract
or contracts were signed with
French firms for Rs 16,000
crore for the Scorpene project
as alleged by the Opposition

and also a section of the me- Q
dia”. Mr Mukherjee said the to- -

tal cost of the two contracts,
signed with the two French
firms M/s ARMARIS and
MBDA for the project was Rs
7,197 crore.

“The government did not
pay an extra amount of Rs
4,500 crore than what was ne-
gotiated earlier. On the con-
trary, after the present govern-
ment came to power, it re-ex-
amined the project even
though all negotiations had
been completed in 2002 and
the min:stry of finance had ac-
corded approval to the project
in 2003,” he said.

The UPA government, he
added, held negotiations and
“was able to achieve a reduction
of Rs 313 crore from the negoti-
ated position in 2002". Mr
Mukhevjee said for the first
time, signing of integrity pacts
were made mandatory. Besides
ensuring transparency, they
provided for severe penalties in
case of breach of any provisions.

He said the safeguards in-
clude cancellation of the con-
tract and recovery of all ad-
vances with an interest at a rate
of 2% higher than the rate of-

8 .

fered by the European Inter
Bank (EURIBOR).

The minister added the
French company, accused of
paying commission to the al-
leged middleman, has denied
all the allegations and termed
as “fake and fabricated” all e-
mails published in a journal.

He said the French Embassy
here in a press communiqué
termed the media reports as
slanderous. The French com-
pany has since filed a case in
the Delhi High Court last
month against the journal.’

On media reports seeking to
establish a link between the
Scorpene project and breach of
security in the directorate of
naval operations, he said a
court of inquiry against a for-
mer Indian Navy officer Lieu-

I .'ffit I
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Kulbhushan
Parashar had found ieakage of
information but it did not per-
tain to the submarine deal.

He said the Board severely
indicted three naval officers —

tenant (Retd)

Captain  Kashydp Kumar,
Commander Vinod Kumar Jha
and Commander Vijyendra
Rana. The inquiry had estab-
lished that there had been leak-
age of information, primarily of
cominercial value, to unautho-
tised persons.

The three naval officers
were dismissed from the Indi-
an Navy and CBI has been
asked to undertake further in-
vestigation and filing of
criminal proceedings against
them as well as civilians and
retired officers involved in the
leak of information.
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Mumbai, March 18: A spe-
cial Tada court today framed
charges against gangster Abu
Salem and associate Riaz Sid-
diqui in the 1993 Bombay
blasts case.

Salem, extradited from
Portugal in November, was
charged with collecting arms
from Bharuch in Gujarat
and distributing them in
Mumbai in the second week
of January 1993. The blasts
took place on March 13, killing
256 people and injuring 713.

Siddiqui is facing charges
of providing the vehicle to
Abu Salem and another
accused, Aziz Bilakia, who is
absconding, in which arms
and ammunition  were
brought from Bharuch to
Mumbai.

Nine AK-56 rifles, about
100 hand grenades, some
boxes of cartridges and
magazines were allegedly
carried in hidden compart-

Abu Salem

ments of a Maruti car.

Salem is charged with
delivering some arms, includ-
ing an AK-56 rifle, at actor
Sanjay Dutt’s residence and
later returning to take most
of them to the house of co-
accused Zaibunissa Kazi,
on the orders of Anees
Ibrahim, brother of blasts
prime accused Dawood
Ibrahim.

Siddiqui was charged with
providing Salem with the
Maruti car and participating

charges framed

in the conspiracy hatched by
Dawood and Anees to carry
out the blasts.

Nine charges were framed
against Salem and two against
Siddiqui. Both pleaded not
guilty.

The charges were framed
under Tada (Terrorist and Dis-
ruptive Activities (Preven-
tion) Act), Explosives Sub-
stances Act, Explosives Act,
IPC and Arms Act.

The prosecution has filed a
petition for a separate trial for
the two accused, as the trial of
the other accused in the blasts.
including Dutt, is over. The
court will hear arguments on
the matter on March 21.

Public prosecutor Ujjwal
Nikam said that there was no
need to file a case against Dutt,
as his trial was over and there
was “enough evidence”
against him.

Salem has told the court
that he had carried arms to
Dutt’s residence, but under the
impression that it was smug-
gled silver.

1.9 Mi2 2006
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Ace pilots killed
mn JAF jet crz}sh

B.R. Srikanth & SUTIRTHO Patranobis
Bidar (Karnataka)/ New Delhi, March 18

SURYA KIRAN, THE Indian Air Force’s
high-profile aerobatic team, lost two ace pi-
lots on Saturday morning when a Kiran MK
I1, an indigenously built trainer jet, crashed
near the airbase here during an exercise.

The crash, which claimed the lives of
Wing Commander Dheeraj Bhatia and
Squadron Leader Shailendra Singh, was the
first such accident to hit the aerobatic team
formed a decade ago.

Shankar, a photographer who was eye-
witness to the accident, said three planes
were engaged in aerobatics when the tail fin
of one jet hit another. But Air Force
spokesman Wing Commander V.M. Raghu-
nath told reporters in Bangalore, “It was not
a mid-air collision. The aircraft was seen
veering away from the three-plane forma-
tion before it crashed.”

IAF sources said Sq Ldr Singh was a new
entrant and had joined the team two months
ago. Aerobatic displays by these bright red
jets are aregular feature at most IAF events.

On Saturday morning, when Squadron
Leader Singh and Wing Commander Bhatia
took off in their Kiran Mark II, they were re-
hearsing their act anead of a show in
Chandigarh next Sunday. The two, along
with other pilots of the Surya Kiran forma-
tion, were to be one of the main attractions
at the Chandigarh demonstration, organised
as part of the Air Force’s induction-related
publicity rallies. The Sunday show, however,
had not been put off -ill late on Saturday
evening.

“The Surya Kiran demonstration is part
of the publicity programme to attract the
young to the IAF. The aircraft is usually part
of the display where those attending the ral-
ly can get a close 1o0k,” an IAF officer said.

The two pilots, along with four others in
two more Kiran aircraft, were on one of the
last practice sorties before the show. They
were to fly out of their hase on Tuesday.

It could have been one of the first such pro-
grammes for Singh whc had recently joined
the formation. Bhatia, however, had already
been with the formation for some years and
had taken part in air shows abroad. Both
were in their early ‘30s. “In the last year or so,
the Surya Kiran formation had performed in
air shows in Singapore, Dubai and Sri Lanka
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among other places,” the officer said.

Both pilots were in the category of ‘mas-
ter green pilot’, which means they were
among the very best. “To be part of the
Surya Kiran formation, all pilots have to be
flying instructors from the fighter stream of
pilots. These guys were easily among the
country’s best pilots,” the officer added.

Aircraft that are part of the Surya Kiran
formation are considered to be among the
best, though there have been crashes in-
volving them. Two had crashed in 2001 and
one in 2003. On December 27 last year, a Ki-
ran Mark I had crashed near Mysore. But
the pilots bailed out safely.



Growing threat of
Maoist violence
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More than 160 people have died in naxahte—

related violence so far this year.

K. Srinivas Reddy

HE RECENT hijacking of a passen-

ger train in Latehar, Jharkhand, and
the attacks on tribals in Chhattisgarh
and Bihar point to the naxalites upping
the ante. So much so that the death toll
in naxalite violence has begun to rival
that in Jammu and Kashmir,

Thirteen States, including Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa, and Maharashtra, are
affected by naxalite violence in varying
degrees. Provisional figures put out by
South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP) for
2006, up to March 12, put the death toll
in naxalite-related violence at 168: 74
civilians, 49 security forces, and 45 ul-
ttas. SATP put the deaths in Jammu and
Kashmir during the same period at 199:
31 civilians, 48 security forces person-
nel, and 120 militants. What is disquiet-
ing is that the civilian deaths that have
occurred in the Maoist violence are far
higher.

Analysts say the Indian Maoists are
trying to emulate their counterparts in
Nepal, where the decade-long armed
struggle has made the Communist Party
of Nepal (CPN) Maoist so powerful that
its writ runs in a majority of the districts.
Despite the vast difference in the socio-
politico-economic conditions in the two
countries, the Indian Maoists, it is said,
are “slightly” disappointed over the “re-
sults” of their three-decade-long strug-
gle, as the Nepal Maoists have made
“fantastic strides.”

The increase in violence has to be un-
derstood in the backdrop of the merger
of the country’s two major revolutionary
parties — the Maoist Communist Centre
of India (MCCI) and the CPI-ML Peo-
ple’s War (PW) — to form the CPI
(Maoist). The MCCI had a strong pres-
ence in Bihar and Jharkhand, while the
PW had its base in Chhattisgarh, Orissa,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, and parts of West Bengal, Ha-
ryana, Karnataka, and Bihar.

Of the two, the MCCI was known for
its brutal methods while the PW in com-
parison was considered “moderate.”
This “moderate approach” of the PW
leaders was resented by their own com-
rades. Of late, they have been denounc-
ing the leadership and had almost held it
responsible for the near-collapse of the
movement in Andhra Pradesh, when
such a trend was not visible in the ‘Dan-
dakaranya’ region.

Moderate approach criticised
The Maoist leadership in Andhra Pra-
desh believes the “moderate” approach
led to irreversible losses, especially in
North Telangana where the party had to
face the ignominy of withdrawing the

1.7 mro 2008
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Central Guerrilla Squads from the
plains. In a bid to infuse new blood, the
leadership expanded the North Telanga-
na area by including adjoining Sironcha
and Ahiri in Maharashtra, and some
parts of Bastar adjoining Khammam
district.

In the meantime, the Maoists started
facing an unexpected enemy in the Sal-
wa Judum (peace rallies) campaign
launched in the Bastar forests by Chhat-
tisgarh Opposition leader Mahendra
Karma. As the campaign picked up pace,
it began attracting the tribal youth. With
cracks developing in their control over
Bastar, declared their base area, the
Maoists decided to react in their way.
The result: 40 tribals were killed in the
last two months alone.

This was in stark contrast to the spec-
tacular successes being enjoyed by
Maoist cadres (belonging to the erst-
while MCCI) in Bihar and Jharkhand.

Faced with such a scenario, a section
of the Maoist leadership in Andhra Pra-
desh is said to have argued in favour of
adopting the MCCI tactics and emuiat-
ing methods of the Nepal Maoists and
the LTTE in Sri Lanka. But the argu-
ments were shot down by the “moder-
ate” leadership, which countered that
the Nepal and Sri Lankan rebels were
succeeding because of the local condi-
tions and that such strategies might not
work in India.

These differences have become sharp
and some leaders have even criticised
party general secretary Ganapathy, at-
tributing the movement’s losses in And-
hra Pradesh to his “moderate” stance.

It is believed that this issue will come
up for discussion at the next Maoist
Congress to be held this year.

In this context, New Delhi’s reaction
to the emerging situation appears con-
fused. The Centre despatched a huge Na-
tional Security Guard contingent to
Chhattisgarh following the attacks on
Salwa Judum activists. NSG teams were
also sent to Bihar after the sensational
Jehanabad jail attack. However, the
Centre seems to be little aware of how
ill-suited the NSG is for anti-guerrilla
warfare. Its teams had to return without
participation in the anti-extremist oper-
ations in Bihar; they had no specific in-
telligence inputs to act upon.

While another meeting of Chief Min-
isters of the naxalite-affected States is
being called for, there has been no posi-
tive outcome of the earlier meetings
held on September 19, 2005, and Sep-
tember 21, 2004. Interestingly, every
Chief Minister who attended these
meetings had advocated for more coor-
dination among the States but this is yet
to be done.
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NEW DELHI, March 15.
— In view of the recent
hijacking of a train by
Naxalites in Jharkhand.
the Centre has convened
a high-level meeting of all
Naxalite-affected states
to chalk out a strategy to
combat them.

The meeting, convened
by the home ministry, will
be held on 31 March and
would be attended by
chief sccretaries and
director generals of
police of the affected
states. + 4

The Union home secre-
tary, Mr VK Duggal, will
chair the meeting and dis-
cuss new strategies to

tackle Naxalite attacks. -

The Centre and state gov-
ernment have already
launched a massive oper-
ation in Latehar and
adjoining  districts  of
Jharkhand to nab the
Naxalite» whoecaptured
the train in Latehar two
days ago.

Meanwhile, Naxalites \

triggered a blast at a
school building damaging
a portion of the wall at
Tundi in  Jharkhand’s
Dhanbad district, a top
police official said.

“The side wall of a
school building under
Tundi police station has
been damaged by a blast
triggered by Naxalites.”
‘ general  of

. police (Hazaribag range)
. Mr Rajiv Kumar said over
1the tefephone. He said
; the incident took place on
i Monday night.
© In Karimnagar. a sur-
yrendered  ultra  was
. hacked to death today by
Maoists on the suspicion
“that he was a police
“informer. Three armed
 Maoists of the Sircilla
! group took M Ratan (35)
| from Pandimadugu vil-
| lage in Nizamabad dis-
i trict to Marimadla and
. hacked him to death.
‘[ Ratan had worked in
, Srikonda Dalam (Maoist
. group) before his surren-
| der, police said.

THE STATESMAN



Naxalites hijack
passenger train
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Late-night strike ir
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HT Correspondent | T &
Ranchi, March 13

Al
NAXALITES ON Monday night
took possession of a passenger
train in a bold attack, the first of
its kind in the country.

The Barkakhana-Dehri-Mugal-
sarai 628 Down passenger train
was crossing the dense jungle ter-
rain of Jharkhand’s Palamau dis-
trict when the Naxalites stormed
the engine around 7.30 pm and
took control of the train at Ku-
mandi, 13 km from Latehar.

The militants of the
CPI(Maoist) snatched the walkie-
talkie of the driver, beat him up
and held him hostage. With com-
munication cut off, the fate of
over 200 passengers was still un-
known; the police fear that they
were being robbed and assaulted.

TV channels reported that the
Naxalites had claimed the am-
bush was in revenge for the
killing of one of their comrades.
No one from the authorities, how-
ever, confirmed this.

The only information that has
come so far is through the driver
of a goods train that was travel-
ling on the same route. Railway
authorities asked the goods driv-
er to pass the seized train and re-
port whatever he saw over his
walkie-talkie.

The goods train crossed the
passenger train along parallel

PENCILILY
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iracks and contacted the authori-
ties, said Mahesh Bhagat, sta-
tionmaster of Latehar The driver
said it looked like a ghost train,
standing still at pole number
234/12 with lights in all its car-
riages off. Even when the goods

THE

train guard signalled to the sta-
tionary train waving his green
light, he received no response.

A K. Sinha, inspector-general,
railways, Ranchi, claimed the dis-
trict and police adminisfrations
were fully aware of the situation,
but they were unwilling to divuige
too many details of the incident.

Subodh Prasad, superinten-
dent of police, Latehar, said
forces from adjacent police sta-
tions had converged at Hehegara
and Kumandi railway stations.
They were awaiting further in-
structions from their seniors to
proceed on a rescue mission. Po-
licemen were wary about chal-
lenging the Naxalites at night,
fearing they might fall into a trap.

“All attempts to contact driver
A. Munda, assistant driver N.K.
Roy and guard K. Oraon on their
walkie-talkies have failed. The
walkie-talkies simply failed to re-
spond,” said the SP.

HIDUSTAN TIMES




Witnesses fail
identify Varanasi
blast suspect
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Lashkar-e-Taiba denies involvement in blasts

VARANASI/LUCKNOW/HARDOL: Wit-
nesses failed to identify on Sun-
day two suspects who were
detained in Hardoi in connec-
tion with the Varanasi blasts.

There was confusion over
whether they were released,
with Uttar Pradesh Home Secre-
tary Alok Sinha and the Hardoi
police taking contrasting posi-
tions.

The witnesses to the twin
blasts at the Sankat Mochan
temple and the Varanasi Can-
tonment rail station failed to
identify Sadiq Ali and Ansar,
whose faces resembled the re-
leased sketches of the suspected
terrorists, official sources in Va-
ranasi said. Ali and Ansar were
paraded a number of times be-
fore the two witnesses at a hotel
in the holy city on Saturday, the
sources said.

The two eyewitnesses said
they were not the persons who
had allegedly kept a bag contain-
ing the bomb at the Godaulia
market on March 7. Shopkeep-
ers were called to identify the

vt

PEACE RALLY: Social worker Teesta Setalvad, activist

Swami Agnivesh and lyricist Javed Akhtar and others
taking an anti-terrorism pledge in Varanasi on Sunday.

- PHOTO: PTI

two who, along with six others,
were picked up from a market-
place in Hardoi on Friday eve-
ning.

Meanwhile, Mr. Sinha said in
Lucknow that the two suspects
had not yet been released. “I
spoke to the Additional Direc-
tor-General of Police' (Crime)

THE HINCy

and was informed that the two
suspects were still being
quizzed.” He said the police were
very much within its rights to
question any suspect.

However, Kotwali circle offi-
cer in Hardoi, Visarjan Singh Ya-
dav, told PTI that Ali and Ansar
were freed. — PTI, UNI



Varanasi and after
Double whammy for saffronites ¢7-& W\~

Tt’s been & double whammy for the saffronites in coyrse
of a week, the first a terrorist outrage and the other a
challenge from within. While the administration still flou-
nders in search of those who triggered the Varanasi ex-
plosions, the perpetrators would seem to have achieved
their short-term objective, however dubious. After the
bedlam and butchery in a bastion of Hinduism came the
near-~total shutdown of UP, ironically brought about by
the standard political response of a bandh called by the
VHP and the Bharatiya Janata Party. Within 24 hours the
terrorists, albeit indirectly, were able to disrupt the tenor
of life in a part of India that has the largest representation
in the Lok Sabha and is variously referred to.as the cow
belt, the Hindi heartland and, most notably, the nerve cen-
tre of Hindutva. There is little doubt that the saffronites
have suffered a jolt after having barely recovered from last
year’s in-house setbacks: Which now gets more acute with
the ever-so-assertive Lal Krishan Advani deciding to em-
bark on & padayatra in company with Rajnath Singh in a
stridently spectacular protest against the Sankatmochan
explosions and the policies of the UPA government.
Though he is no longer on the presidential saddle, he
has been able to take the wind out of ‘the sails of the BJP
and still more important its parent party, the RSS. With the
yatra scheduled to coincide with the elections, it is bound
to deflect attention from the BJP’s campaign, however
inconsequential it may be in the five states going to polls.
Which accounts for the ruffled feathers within the saffron
lobby. Indeed, Mr Advani’s announcement has caught the
RSS and the VHP with their pants down. Well may he have
reduced his party to a bunch of palkhiwallahs, a rather
uncharacteristic response of the BJP. The RSS is clearly
peeved over what it considers to be a unilaferal move; its
stress on collective decisions is merely a euphemism to
exercise its control, The RSS can make its position clear
without such a convoluted exercise in turf protection. Ifs
overbearing policies are at the root of the, crisis that still
plagues the BJP even after the change of guard. That the
present president will accompany the previous carries its
own message — a former ruling party with a tradition
deserves a free hand to chart an independent course. //
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Govt ready to take *
. <
on Naxalites

Mukesh Ranjan

NEW DELHI, April 19
Concerned by the threat
posed by the rampant Nax-
alite violence in the coun-
try and Naxalites’ attempts
o create a red corridor
from Pashupatinath in
Nepal to Tirupati in south
India, the government is set
to soon take some counter-
offensive measures.

A highly-placed source
said the government is seri-
ously considering instruct-
ing the affected state police
and Central forces to
actively and constructively
support the “Salva Judum”
in Chhattisgarh.

“Salva Judum” is a move-
ment of local tribals in the
state which is opposed to
Naxalite violence and is
considered an anti-thesis
to the revolution pro-
pounded by the Naxalites.

The government is also
considering creating grou-
ps of local people on the
pattern of “Salva Judum” in

other affected states, the.

source said. Since the gov-
emlnént 1S aware mal apait

Cops killed

NAGPUR, April 19: Two
constables were killed and
17 others, including a police
sub-inspector, were injured
when Naxalites triggered a
powerful landmine blast and
opened indiscriminate firing
in the Phulbondi forest area
in Gadchiroli district of
Maharashtra today, police
said. He said the blast was
so powerful the vehicle was
tossed in the air. @ PTI

from police, the Naxalites'
prime targets are new
industries and new mineral
units, it is being mooted
that apart from proper
rehabilitation of the dis-
placed, five per cent equity
ownership will be given to
local tribals so that they
have a sense of belonging.
The government is also
considering roping in the
Border Roads Organisation
to complete road construc-
tion work in areas where
contractors are facing trou-
ble because of Naxal
threats. Strategic rural
1uads will be put under the
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Backward District Initiative
(BDI) instead of the Prime
Minister’s Gramin Sarak
Yojna (PMGSY).

In another significant
step, the government is
mulling incorporating “sec-
urity cost” as part of the
project cost while evaluat-
ing and sanctioning mega
projects in the affected
area. “But there is a prob-
lem in doing so as thereisa
distinct difference in plan
and non-plan expendi-
ture,” said an informed
source. The government is
looking into other options
to sort out this problem as
action has to be taken to
include the cost of required
security in the construction
of mega projects.

If the proposal comes
through, all the affected
states, West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Orissa, Chhatis-
garh and Andhra Pradesh,
would benefit as they
would either be compen-
sated for the security to be
provided or would be
relieved of the responsibili-
ty of providing security to
the projects.
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Shujaat Bukhari €).
— /

SRINAGAR: A day after seven ex-
plosions rocked Srinagar, killing
five people and injuring 40, nine
militants were arrested on Sat-
urday in connection with the at-
tacks.

The day also saw a bomb scare
in the city. As a car remained
unattended for some time on
Residency Road, shopkeepers
informed the police and the en-
tire area was sealed. A bomb dis-
posal squad arrived, and after an
hour, nothing was found in the

car that belonged to a
contractor.
Vital clues collected

“There was nothing in it but
people got suspicious. Every-
thing is normal now,” Haseeb
Mughal, Superintendent of Po-
lice, Kothibagh, told
The Hindu.

Director General of Police Go-
pal Sharma said at a news con-
ference: “By the time the
seventh grenade was lobbed on
Friday, we collected vital clues
about the identity of the terror-
ists and started follow-up ac-
tion.”

A mini-bus, carrying explo-
sives and ammunition, was
seized. “We recovered 30 UBGL
grenades, eight grenades, two
explosive detonators, five pencil
! timer chargers and rounds of
AK47 ammunition,” Mr. Sharma
said.

Follow-up operation

During the night-long follow-
up operation, the nine militants
were arrested and all of them
belonged to the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad. They planned the attacks
and divided the task among

ger e

w

Nine arrested
° L L'

for Srinagar. ...

serial blasts

Militants belong to Jaish-¢;Mohammad
A

3
o Bomb scare in city

o Mini bus carrying
explosives, ammunition
seized

¢ Police conduct night-long
follow-up operation

themselves. Sources said the fa-
ther and a brother of the two
arrested, Zubair and Sameer,
were in jail in connection with
militant activities.

Family involved

“It is a family which is deeply
involved in militancy. A year ago,
a top commander was killed in
their house,” said a senior police
officer.

Similarly, the brother of an-
other arrested, Arif Shah, is also
behind the bars.

Fresh attack

ANI reports:

Suspected militants launched
a grenade attack on a bunker of
the Central Reserve Police Force
near the Khanyar shrine on Sat-
urday. .

The explosion occurred in a
park.

Union Home Secretary V. K.
Duggal on Saturday held a secu-
rity review meeting in New Del-
hi.

Special Secretary (Internal
Security) in the Home Ministry
G.S. Rajgopal, Delhi Police Com-
missioner K. K. Paul, Director
General of Military Operations
Madan Gopal and senior officials
from the Home and Defence
Ministries attended the meet-
ing.
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Terror strlkes in
Delhl, Srmagar

TNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi: Thirteen people were injured,
one of them seriously, in two explosions
that took place in quick succession inside
the historic Jama Masjid in old Delhi
when the devout were offering prayers on
Friday evening.

While the first explosion occurred at
around 5.20 pm, another took place 15 min-
utes later near a pond used by worshipers
for ablutions in the courtyard of the 17th
century mosque built by Mughal emperor
Shahjahan.

The explosions left black patches near
the pond. Blood stains were also seen at
the blast sites.

A doctor at the LNJP Hospital, about
four kilometres away from the mosque,
said 13 people have been admitted for
treatment of minor injuries and burns.
One of them is stated to be serious.

However, a senior police official said
only six persons were injured.

A thick blanket of black smoke engulfed
the area and people ran for cover even as
announcement was made on the public ad-
dress system of the mosque asking the
devotees to leave the premises. No damage
was done to the structure of the mosque.

The day being a Friday and a holiday on
account of Ambedkar’s birthday, a large
number of people were present in the
complex at the time of the explosion.

Ambulances and fire tenders were
rushed to the site and the entire area was
cordoned off. Police in large number was
deployed to prevent any law and order
problem. However, undeterred by the ex-
plosions, devout went back to the mosque
about one-and-a-half hours later to offer
‘isha’ prayer.
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The site of blasts in Jama Masjid
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Mumbai: Security in places of wor-
ship in the city was enhanced and a
high alert sounded following explo-
sions inside Jama Masjid in New Del-
hi, police said. These included
shrines like the Haji Ali, Mahim Dur-
gah and mosques in central Mumbai.
Security has also strengthened at Sid-
dhi Vinayak temple in Prabhadevi
and Mahalaxmi temple. agencies
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UPA showing ‘casual attitude’

towards Naxal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE |}

RAIGARH, APRIL 10 Q\ ' \7

ACCUSING the UPA govern-
ment of taking a “casual attitude”
towards the Maoist threat, main
Opposition BJP today slammed the
Congress saying it lacked the com-
mitment and political will to con-
front the problem frontally.

“We are dismayed that the UPA
government has taken such a casual
attitude to the threat. The Maoist
have become an impediment to de-
velopment projects in most back-
ward regions and are running par-
allel administrations, siphoning
money from government funds and
extorting from local people,” party
chief Rajnath Singh told reporters,
before starting out on the second
day of his ‘Bharat Suraksha Yatra’
in Chhattisgarh.

He alleged that the Congress
government in AP had tried to ap-

case the extremists and gave
them an opportunity to regroup
and rearm themselves. “Today the
Maoists from Andhra Pradesh
even threaten neighbouring
states,” he said, adding the Centre
had also played host to the top
Maoist leadership from Nepal ig-
noring red-corner Interpol notices
against them.

Questioning the Congress’ sin-
cerity in tackling the Maoist prob-
lem, the BIP chief said the Centre
had not given adequate help and re-
sources to states like Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Bihar and Orissa to
fight the Maoist.

Warning that the Centre’s “inac-
tion” would prove costly, he sug-
gested a five-point strategy to deal
with the problem.

He said the issue should be
recognised as a national menace
and fought unitedly by the Centre
and the states. There must be an

threat: Rajnath

action plan and an unified com-
mand involving the Centre and the
states, he said.

Noting that Naxalism was an as-
sault on the sovereignty of the coun-
try as it was a bid to gain political
power with the gun, he said the
problem should be treated like an
insurgency. He said since Maoists
possessed modern arms, the Cen-
tre should pump in more funds for
police modernisation and supple-
ment the police and paramilitary
forces with the Army.

The BJP chief said that his party
would be observing with keen inter-
est next week’s meeting of the PM
with the CMs of Naxalite-affected
states. He said that Naxalism posed
one of the most important threats
to the progress, prosperity and secu-
rity of the country and at least 150
districts in 16 states were affected,
while another 35 districts faced di-
rect threats. (With PTI)
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 Darul, Bangladesh
Links Worry
Investigators

By Pervez Igbal Siddiqui/TNN

Lucknow: Three factors
stand out in the arrest of
the six persons who have
been accused to carrying
out the March 7 blasts in
Vara-nasi-——the involve-
ment of a cleric and
Bangladeshis, who were all
students of the Darul
Uloom Deoband, one of the
most respected seats of Is-
lamic learning.

“This is perhaps the first
time that an ex-student of
Darul Uloom in Deoband,
Waliullah, has been arrested
for his direct involvement in
an act of terror,” said S K
Bhagat, the senior superin-
tendent of the Special Task
Force which carried out the
arrests.

“Waliullah has admitted
that the three youths who
planted the bombs in
Varanasi had been his mates
in Deoband,” added Bhagat,
who headed the probe.

The fact that Waliullah is
the serving pesh imam (who
heads the namaz) of a
mosque in Phuipur, Alia-
habad, has perturbed inves-
tigators. “He is the first
serving cleric to have been
arrested in this part of the
land,” claimed an intelli-

NEW FACE OF
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FEBRUARY 23, 2006: Waliuliah,
pesh imam at Phulpur, attends
meeting in Alfahabad. Told
Assadullah, the commander of Huji
in Dhaka, would send men to get
‘job done by them’

PI.ANNED IN BANGLA SET UP AT PHUQS UR, EXECUTED IN KASHI

MARCH 3, 2006: 3 Bangladeshls—
Bashir, Mustafeez and Zakaria~
reach Waliuliah's house with two
bags at 9 pm. He says the men were
with him in Deoband, rents a house

for them

MARCH 6, 2006: The men buy three
pressure cookers. The crude bombs
are made that night at the rented
accommodation using the explosives
the three men had brought along
with *.em

i1

March 7: Carrying the deadly cargo, the men board Bundelkhand Express for Varanasi

STF parades five of the arrested before(; 1» nedia in Lucknow on Wednesday

gence official. “Earlier,
those booked were people
like teachers at some remote
madrasa or merely a preach-
er,” he added.

The trend could take its
toll on the fabric of commu-
nal harmony, he feared.
“The fact that an arrested

accused is a ;
sure to creato

the police® st

minds of sof
the minority,:

this is not thigr-
iullah has et
anti-nation:

imam is
1bts about
n in the

»:sections of

< mmunity,”
he said, poin; -

g out that
it time Wal-
.rrested for
vity.

Waliullah’s brother Zikra
Ullah has condemned the ar-
rest while talking to news
channels in Phulpur. Claim-
ing his brother was inno-
cent, he accused the STF of
implicating a pious man be-
cause the cops had failed to
pin down the real culprits.

'e has been
ade fall guy,
- 3ays faniity

1,’\ﬂc«zy Pratap Singh/TNN

Trur (UP) The capture of

d  mastermind  of
\V 51 blasts Mufti Waliul-
‘la%&u. flarch 26 had created a

buzz i lhe town of Phulpur, 35
km from Allahabad.

But his confession on April 5
before the media in Lucknow
went largely unnoticed in the
area, with only his family
members claiming he was be-

A victim of the Varanasi blasts

ing falsely implicated.

Though smail groups of peo-
ple we ¢ seen discussing his ar-
rest in 1e market place, no un-
usuial tivity was noticed in
thiscor, -unally sensitive small
townsh. inhabited by around
20,000 § - ple of the minority
commv, ¢ When queried, peo-
ple, ho &, condemned the
Varana:  gstsandsaidreal cul-
prits shc . {2 punished.

Waliul ¢ family members,
including  »wife Humairah,
brothers . - . illah, Mohd Ab-
dullah, ax - eighbours cate-
gorically - .ed his involve-
ment in t1  Hlasts saying that
he was a ¢ e man and had
been eng( in teaching in
the mosqu -

HuJI has close 1¢.:, Bin Laden hi ks

By Anjali Aggarwal/TNN

-
New Delhi: The Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-
Islami (HudJl), the Bangladesh-based
group linked to the Varanasi blasts,
was formed in 1980 as part of the Pak-
istan-based jihad network fighting So-
viet troops in Afghanistan. But as
things changed there, much of its op-
erations moved to Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh unit was estab-
lished in 1992 with assistance from
Osama bin Laden’s International Is-
lamic Front. It was headed by
Shawkat Osman alias Sheikh Farid.

The Bangladesh unit aims to estab-
lish Islamic rule in that country and
reportedly maintains six camps in the
hillsef Chittagong. It was assigned

the task.f
recru¥;.ag
Bangla, :hi
~and Tnyon
Musljiy - to
fight; .+ in
Kash: run
dey; ; ycom-
may. .of the
Hag .cat-ul
Muge. ideen.
Sext. . 1hun-
drey. re-
cr: of the
unit have been trained in Afg . nistan
and pushed into India to carry out ter-
rorist operations.
In 2004, a little- known “militant
group, Harkat-ul-Zihad, - spected to

BIN LADEN
Footprint in lndia?

c.&
x
L B
j
"

be a shadow of HuJI, had threatened
to kill Jndian cricketers if they
toured the'country. A high-level secu-
rity team had flown to Dhaka to
make an on-the-spot assessment of
the situation.

The outfit’s cadres are believed to
infiltrate regularly into India’s east-
ern corridor and maintain contacts
with terrorist groups operating
there, including Ulfa.

The HuJI continues to maintain ac-
tive links with the Al Qaida and rem-
nants of the Taliban militia. Reports
indicate that ISI agents train HuJl
cadres, both Indian and Bangladeshis,
in Kurigram and Rangpur areas of
Bangladesh.

It is also linked to another Islamist

extremist outfit, the Asf Reza Com-
mando ¥orce, which = »iclaimed re-
sponsbulity for the Jar. iy 22, 2002; at-
tack on the Amerii ~ Center in
Kolkata. The arrest ot - .tab Ansari
alias Aftab Ahmed alias .anMalik,

the prime accused in thi = :ack, drew
out further information:.  %e links
between Jaish-e-Mohamme - «.ashkar-
e-Taiba and the HuJL. Ther -ave also
been reports that a 25-merr: | team of
Taliban operatives reac! ' Bangl-
adesh in June 2001 to t = 1 Hudl
cadres.

The Hudl reportedly r zives fi-

nancial assistance from Pakistan,

Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan

through Muslim NGOs in

Bangladesh. ) &
P i
o
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was “not complete in it-

IED found at Byculla,
 terror plot foiled

Device Similar To One Used At Varanasi,
High Alert At All Clty Railway Stations

Mumbai: A day before the
13th anniversary of the
Mumbai bomb blasts, a
major terrorist strike in
the city was averted on
Saturday with the timely
detection of an impro-
vised explosive device con-
taining two kg of ammoni-
um nitrate from Byculla
railway station in central
Mumbai.

Apart from the explo-
sive filled in a polypack
water bottle, police also
recovered a pocket-size
transformer that could
have provided necessary
current had a detonator
been attached to the ex-
plosive device, police
commissioner A N Roy
said.

The explosives was tak-
en to Girgaum Chowpatty
in South Mumbai, where
an Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) team defused the
device. The samples of the
explosive have been sent
for forensic examination.

The device was similar
to the one used in the
Varanasi blasts, Roy said,
adding that in the temple
town ammonium nitrate
was used along with RDX.
Stating that the device
found in the upper rack of
a gents toilet at Byculla

The anti-terrorist squad defuses the device
at Chowpatty on Saturday

self” to cause an explo-
sion in case of human
contact, he added that a
high alert had been sound-
ed at all railway stations.
“The assembly which
we have seized would not
have caused a blast itself,
since some vital compo-
nents like detonators, en-
ergy source and a timer
were missing,” Roy said,
adding that the police

were not ruling out the
possibility of terrorists
having hidden the explo-
sives at Byculla to be as-
sembled later.

Stating that Mumbai
had been on the terrorist
scanner for many years
now, he claimed that the
excellent intelligence set
up and infrastructure had
foiled similar subversive
attempts in the past. agencies



GEARING UP FOR EVENTUALITY

National plan on N-attack

CCS guards against potential militant threat -

RAJNISH Sharma (I o

New Delhi, March 10 ~ Ty %
e <

AMID SPECIFIC Intelligence inputs that militant organisa-
tions could use chemical weapons in future attacks, the Cabi-
net Committee on Security (CCS), in a significant move,
cleared a proposal mooted by the home ministry to formulate a
“plan with detailed standard operating procedures (SOPs)” to
deal with such a scenario.

The plan will also deal with a possible attack in which ra-
dioactive radiations are used and even leakage of radioactive
radiations from a nuclear plant.

In fact, the MHA, sources added, had approached the CCS on
Thursday with a proposal to formulate a strategy to deal with
chemical and radioactive attacks. The ministry had also draft-
ed some standard operating procedures (SOPs), but the CCS
was of the view that this should be further expanded by put-
ting in place a proper plan.

The plan, to be implemented at the national, state and dis-
trict levels, will be broadly divided into three components - the
command and control structure, preparedness for such attacks
and the post-attack recovery. The ministry of home affairs, in
consultation with other ministries, is now in the process of
further elaborating the SOPs for the three components of the

plan. Central Intelligence agencies have been giving regular in-

puts to the home ministry that militant organisations may use

a chemical weapon to attack important targets and there is

need for a “foolpoof strategy” to deal with this situation.
Sources said the command and control structure at the Cen-

tre might be headed by the Prime Minister or the home minis-
ter. Other important functionaries, such as the national securi-
ty adviser, Cabinet secretary and home secretary, will also be
part of this structure.

The plan will spell out detailed SOPs, which will have to be
followed by various ministries and departments. For this, regu-
lar drills and exercises will be conducted to check prepared-
ness and coordination. There is a possibility of raising a highly
specialised force that will be trained and equipped to deal with
chemical and radioactive attacks.

“Since the move involves huge financial implications, the
proposal will have to be discussed in detail with the finance
ministry, too”, a senior home ministry official said.




-

Vinay Kumar

VARANASE: Two days after blasts
rocked this city, the Uttar Pra-
desh police released sketches of
two suspected terrorists, who
placed a bomb in the crowded
Godowlia market area.

Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice Navneet Sakera said here on
Thursday that the sketches were
prepared after talking to eyewit-
nesses and vendors, who saw
two youths go away from the
spot, leaving behind a bag which
contained the “cooker bomb.” It
was, however, defused.

According to Mr. Sakera,
shopkeepers, who were shown
the sketches, said these more or
Iess resembled the suspects.

Eyewitness accounts point
out that the suspects spoke with
a heavy north Indian accent,
were clean shaven and possibly
hailed from Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Mr. Sakera said the Special
Task Force, the Central intelli-
gence agencies and the State po-
lice gathered wvital clues to
Tuesday’s blasts.

To a query, he said they were
looking into the claim by the
hitherto unknown outfit Lash-
kar-e-Qahab that it caused the
blasts. “We are in constant touch
with Central agencies as well as
the Jammu and Kashmir police.
We will unmask those behind
the blasts. The perpetrators will
be nabbed soon.” The probe was
progressing in the right direc-

N Vo

say police

Probe on the
right track, -

DV

4 (c«)’s

Sketches of suspects released

tion. “Investigations in such
complex cases take time. But we
are sure to get some substantial
evidence by next week. The vid-
eotape of a marriage ceremony
at the Sankat Mochan temple is
being examined as it can throw
up useful leads,” Mr. Sakera said.

I1S1 modules

Highly placed sources in the
security establishment told
The Hindu that Pakistan’s In-
ter-Services Intelligence had set
up modules in eastern Uttar Pra-
desh, Its operatives had entered
India from Bangladesh and tak-
en the West Bengal-Bihar-Uttar
Pradesh route.

Intelligence agencies are also
said to be looking at any elec-
tronic transfer of funds in the
recent past.

Similar modus operandi

The police are probing who
provided local support to the
terrorists and how ammonium
nitrate and RDX landed in Vara-
nasi.

“There is a possibility that at
least five or six people were be-
hind the blasts. We are also
studying similarities between
the twin blasts here and the pre-
Diwali blasts in Delhi. The mo-
dus operandi is unmistakeably
similar,” Mr. Sakera said.

Another report on Page 12
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FEMININE WILES

Guess what a village in Orissa did to control a
rogue elephant? Brought in a female tusker
who made a gentleman of the

ill-tempered male in I2 hours

Kolkata, Thursday, March 9, 2006

ma—

TERROR

handicrafts

COLOURS OF PAST .
A housewife in Indore is keeping the rare trib-
al art of Warli paintings alive by using the
motifs in wall hangings and other

a

Police commandos stand guard at Sankat Mochan temple in Varanasi on Wednesday.

AP

Leaders with proposals IRt e

make a beelme tor city

UMESH Raghuvanshi/PRABHU Razdan
Varanasi, March 8

A DAY after the twin blasts at Varanasi,
the atmosphere is still charged in the
temple town which remains the hub of
major political activity, with politi-
cians making a beeline and protesters
fighting pitched battles with the police
here and there amid indications that
the pressure-cooker blasts were execut-
ed in a planned manner.

As politicians made a beeline for the
spotlight — with Congress president
Sonia Gandhi asking for a joint probe,
BJP chief Rajnath Singh urging people
to refrain from playing Holi, BSP chief
Mayawati demanding imposition of
President’s rule and chief minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav facing a hostile
reception and a black flags demonstra-
tion — the investigations continued
only at a slow pace. -

A tough challenge lies ahead for se-
curity and Intelligence even as Mu-
layam and Union home minister Shiv-
raj Patil spoke to each other at least five
times in an obvious attempt to main-
tain the peace and work out the case at
the earliest.

Mulayam hoped the case would be
worked out as expeditiously as after
the Ayodhya attack. That had been
worked out in a month, he said. The
chief minister announced that a probe
would be conducted into lapses if any.
Talking to the media persons after vis-
iting the site of the blasts and meeting
the injured in the hospitals Mulayam
said he would not tolerate any laxity
while dealing with such incidents. The
special task force was well-equipped to
conduct the investigations, he said.

Replying to a question about Sonia
Gandhi’s visit to the temple town, chief
minister said he had no objections to her
visit. It was good that she had, he said.
But the Opposition bayed for his blood.
Mayawati said the Mulayam Singh gov-
ernment could not escape the responsi-
bility of the terror attack. “He has no
right to cling to the chair”, she added.

Rajnath Singh also demanded the
dismissal of the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment and imposition of President’s
rule in the state. He said the Mulayam
Singh government and the UPA gov-
ernment at the Centre were equally re-
sponsible for the terror acts in
Varanasi. “The UPA government’s aho-
lition of the Prevention of Terrorism
Act (ACT) has boosted the morale of
the terrorists and is the reason why
there is a rise in terrorist incidents in
the country”, Rajnath said.

Ashok Singhal demanded a ban on
madrassas in the country; saying ter-
‘rorists were getting their initial train-
ing at these madrassas. Singhal held
Pakistan responsible for the terrorist
activities in India. He lashed out at the
Mulayam Singh government for pro-

Suggestions galore

W Congress president Sonia Gandhi
. wants ajoint probe

B BJP chief Rajnath Singh urges people
to refrain from celebrating Holi

B BSP supremo Mayawati demands
Prez Rule in UP and CM Mulayam
Singh’s resignation

W Protesters fight pitched battle with
police in Varanasi

® VHP chief Ashok Singhal demands
ban on madrassas in the country

® Union minister of state for railways
R. Valu announces free medical
treatment for the injured

moting madrassas as an appeasement
of Muslims.

Union minister of state for railways
R. Valu, who also visited the blast sites
and the injured, announced free
medicare facilities for those injured
and Rs 1 1akh each for those dead.

Parliament rocked

The bomb attacks in Varanasi led to a
furore in Parliament on Wednesday as
agitated BJP and Shiv Sena members
disrupted the proceedings, shouting
slogans against the government. Both
Houses of Parliament had to be ad-
journed for' the day after the Opposi-
tion showed no signs of calming down.

As soon as the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha met for the day, angry members
stormed the wells of the Houses, rais-
ing slogans of “Jai Bajrang Bali” and
“Har Har Mahadev”, while accusing
the UPA government of failure to check
terrorist activities in the country.

Home minister Shivraj Patil, who
had to hurriedly read out his statement
on the blasts amid the loud distur-
bances in the Lok Sabha, said the
Sankat Mochan temple in Varanasi had
been “targeted understandably to
cause communal tension in the coun-
try”. He assured the House that the
government was firmly committed to
combating terrorism.

Patil told the House that, according
to the initial information received from
the Uttar Pradesh government, two
blasts had occurred on Tuesday
evening in Varanasi — one at Sankat-
mochan Temple and the other at Can-
tonment railway station.

Fourteen people, including a woman
and child, had been killed, he said.
Speaker Sommath Chatterjee con-
demned the blasts as “senseless acts of
violence” and affirmed the country’s re-
solve to maintain the peace and unitedly
battle terrorism.

v thedabad To Purt and Srinagar to
Kochi, there’s a security aert o i ples.,

/

[ temple,

/ Jagannath i,

Jagannath Temple,
AHMEDABAD

GUJARAT: Security
at all major tem-
ples — at Somnath,
Dwarka, Akshard-
ham, Ambaji and
Dakor — in Gujarat
has been beefed
up. Metal detectors
are in place at en-
try points.
ORISSA: 12th Cen-
tury Jagannath
Temple in Puri has
doubled its armed
security personnel.
Strength of Jagan-
nath Temple Police
raised from

49 to 100.

ASSAM: Eight
closed-circuit cam-
eras placed in the
main Kamkshya
temple recently.
TAMIL NADU:
Armed guards at
Kapaleeswara tem-
ple, Chennai,
Meenakshi temple,
Madurai, and Ra-
manathaswamy
temple, Ramantha-
puram. Elaborate
network of hand-
held metal-detec-
tors to check devo-
tees and their bag-
gage and vehicles,
flower and agar-
bathi shops in
vicinity.

ANDHRA PRADESH:
Tirupati and at
Tirumala, abode of
Lord Venkates-
wara, security
tightened in hills
and foothills.
KARNATAKA:

Sri Mookam-

hika, Kolluy,

and Sri Krish-

na Temple,

Udupi, under
enhanced
surveillance.




A boy injured in an explosion triggered at Sankatmochan temple on Tuesday, being treated at the

-

N

Banaras Hindu University hospital on Wednesday. —
(More reports and photograph on page 5)
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VARANASI/NEW DELHI, March 8.
— A day after the twin bomb blasts
which left 20 people dead and 50 injured
in Varanasi, the holy temple town and
the rest of Uttar Pradesh remained
peaceful today. Security forces main-
tained a strict. vigil as authorities
launched a manhunt for two militants

suspected to belong to a Pakistani terror

outfit. Suspecting the involvement of the
Lakshar.e-Taiyaba militant outfit in the
blasts, intelligence agencies have
instructed state police forces and intelli-
gence agencies to keep a close eye on
LeT sympathisers to prevent more
attacks.

Hours -after the explosions, three
Lashkar-e-Taivaba militants, including
one believed t6 have masterminded yes~
terday’s twin blasts, were killed in sepa-
rate encounters with police in Delhi and
Lucknow early this morning. While two
terrorists were killed in an encounter
with police at Bawana in north-west
Delhi, another militant, identified as
Salar alias Doctor Majeed was gunned
down during a joint operation by the UP
Special Task Force and J&K Police in
Gosaiganj on the outskirts of Lucknow.
A police source said RDX and some
detonators were found in the possession
of Salar, a Pakistani national. Referring
to the slain militant, Mr K Rajendra,
Inspector General (Kashmir Range),
said in Srinagar: “I do not rule out the
Jossibitéy of his havmg masterminded
the Varanasi blasts.”

Unfazed by the blasts, people
thronged the Sankatmochan temple and
the Cantonment Railway Station in lar-
ge numbers amidst beefed up security.
Additional police and paramilitary per-
sonnel were deployed in the vicinity of
temples. A BJP-VHP-sponsored general
strike evoked a near total response in
the town but a tepid one across the state.

Chief minister Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav, who visited the town early this
morning, was shown black flags by an
angry crowd. He too spoke of the possi-
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ble mvolvement of a Paklstan-based ter-
ror cutfit in the explosions. While the
Special Task Force of the UP police has
been asked to probe the blasts, sketches
of two suspects have been prepared by
security agencies based on the descrip-
tion provided by a shopkeeper. The cul-
prits had reportedly left a cooker-bomb
in a bag after buying a doormat for Rs
100 from his shop. The bomb, similar to
the one used to trigger the blasts at the
Sankatmochan temple and the Canto-
nment Railway station, had been even-
tually defused by police.

The modus operandi of the twin biasts
and the explosives used to trigger them
are similar to what the LeT had used in
setting off over four dozen blasts in
Delhi in the mid-90’s and last year
ahead of Diwali, an official said. “The
use of ammonium nitrate, self-actuated
detonator, and not so sophisticated det-
onator in the bomb blasts, the timing of
the blasts (evening hours when the rush
is maximum and security is comparative-
ly lax), and planting of more than one
bomb at a time, suggests that this is the
handiwork of the LeT, which has exper-
tise in"the matter,” the official said.

While intelligence agencies have
strong reasons to suspect an LeT role in
the blasts, they are also looking at the
involvement of Jaish-e-Mohammed, the
militant outfit that masterminded the
Parliament attack. The national security
advisor today reviewed the internal sec-
urity of the country and directed all
states to beef up security at all important
places, inclpding places of religious
importance. The Centre has asked the
National Security Guards to be ready
for any eventuality, a home ministry offi-
cial said. )

The President, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam,
and other world leaders have con-
demned the twin blasts. They said the
blasts ¢learly proved the involvement of
terrorists. The leaders have called for a
united action to fight terrorism — a
global threat. Protests were staged thro-
ughout the country today, demanding
the culprits be tracked down and appro-
priate punishment meted out to them.
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Police gather vital clues

to Varanasi blasts -
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STF probing attack; blasts smack of a “deep-rooted conspiracy”

TAKING §TQ¢!‘: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yaday visiting the Sankat Mpchqn _t;gmﬁf&jlt
. 4 esd,

on Wednestduay. The temple and the Cantonment ratlway:station were the target of bomb attacks on a

Vinay Kumar

VARANASI: The police have begun
to piece together crucial bits of

i evidence gathered from the sites
I of the three bomb explosions
that rocked this holy city on
Tuesday. Twenty persons were
killed and 110 injured in the
blasts; 20 were in a critical con-
dition.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav told
newspersons on Wednesday
that the blasts were part of a
“terror strike” and smacked of a
“deep-rooted conspiracy” He
said the Special Task Force of
the State poliee was probing the
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attacks. All help would be taken
from the Centre. He hoped the
probe would be completed in a
month.

Mr. Mulayam Singh said a sus-
pected militant was killed in an
encounter in Lucknow on
Wednesday, but it was not clear
if he was involved in the blasts.

In Varanasi, life came to
standstill on Wednesday follow-
ing a bandh called to protest
against the blasts.

Security in and around Sankat
Mochan temple, the site of one
of the blasts, and the Kashi Vish-
wanath Temple was tight. There
was a thin stream of devotees in
both the temples by evening.

Police sources said the STF
had gathered “vital clues” based
on the statements given by busi-
nessmen and traders of the busy
Godowlia area in the heart of the
city, where a pressure cooker
bomb was detected and defused.
They were preparing the sketch-
es of two persons who were seen
by some shopkeepers moving
about in a suspicious manner.
They had disappeared after plac-
ing a bag near the divider on the
busy road. The bomb disposal
squad later defused the bomb
that, police say, would have
caused a huge loss of lives.
Sources said the timer device of
the bomb, containing lethal
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black RDX, had probahly stop-
ped ticking, !

Heartrending sceneé were
witnessed at many hospitals in
the city to which relatives of the
injured had flocked in large
numbers. Doctors said that most
of the injured bore deep wounds
on their hands, legs and chests.
Some of the victims suffered
burn injuries and multiple frac-
tures. Nine bodies have been
identified so far.

L
Editorial on Page 10
More reports on Page 12
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Hours atter the 9, ..
blasts, police hit back

Two Lashkar terrorists killed in Delhi and one in Uttar Pradesh

Praveen Swami

NEW DELHI: Just hours after the
bomb blasts in Varanasi, the Ut-
tar Pradesh and New Delhi po-
lice hit back at the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, which experts
believe could have carried out
the Tuesday attacks in the San-
kat Mochan temple and the can-
tonment railway station.

A joint group of the Jammu
and Kashmir Police and the Ut-
tar Pradesh Police shot dead
Mohammad Salim bin-Aziz, a
Ratlam resident. Officials say he
was one of the Lashkar’s senior-
most organisers.

The counter-terrorist Special
Cell of the Delhi Police killed
two Lashkar terrorists, includ-
ing Ghulam Yazdani, in north
Delhi. Yazdani is the architect of
a Dhaka-based cell that executed
blasts and assassinations in
Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat.

“Both the Intelligence Bureau
and State police forces have
been monitoring these cells for
several weeks,” one senior offi-
cial told The Hindu. “While
there were indications that sev-
eral large-scale strikes were be-
ing planned, there is no evidence
to suggest either group had any
direct contact with the Varanasi
bombers,” he said.

Informed sources said neither
operation had direct links with

' the Varanasi bombings, but de-
scribed the killings as the most
significant blow to the Lashkar’s
| capabiliths in over a year. In
particular, the elimination of 43-
year-old bin-Aziz in a pre-dawn
raid in Lucknow’s Gosainganj
area marks the culmination of
the 20-year terror career of the
Lashkar’s most wanted - and
most enigmatic - operatives.

On the run from police in
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
where he was wanted on orga-
nised crime charges, bin-Aziz
came into contact with a Harkat-
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FIGHTING TERROR: The body of suspected senior Lashkar
organiser Mohammad Salim bin-Aziz after he was shot
dead in Lucknow on Wednesday. PHOTO: AP

linked cleric at the Deoband
seminary in 1989,

He was trained in a camp near
Rawalpindi, and then assigned
command of the Harkat unit
that operated in the Anantnag
from1991.

Police and intelligence au-
thorities in Uttar Pradesh have
drawn sketches of the two men,
who witnesses say, planted the
explosives.

At least one of the bombs,
Home Minister Shivraj Patil said
in New Delhi, had been cased
ingide a pressure cooker.

Forensic tests to determine
the nature of the explosive used
will be done to determine if it
was the same one used in other

strikes in the country.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav told jour-
nalists  that  investigators
may have recovered important
bombing-related-evidence from
the Lucknow safehouse used
by bin-Aziz, who operated using
the code-names ‘Salaar,” ‘Doc-
tor,” ‘Majeed,” and ‘Masala-wal-
lah’

Mr. Yadav also repeatedly re-
ferred to bin-Aziz as a Pakistan
national, but later corrected
himself by describing him sim-
ply “a terrorist.”

Another report on Page 12

THE HINDU
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General alert issued

| B o)
Special Correspondent

9.0
oA
EW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-

mohan Singh and Home Minis-
ter  Shivraj Patil  have
condemned the blasts in Varana-
si on Tuesday. Dr. Singh ap-
pealed to the people to maintain
peace and calm.

The Prime Minister was mon-
itoring the situation, his media
adviser, Sanjaya Baru, said.

Mr. Patil told reporters that
he had spoken to Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav, and that Home Secretary
V.K. Duggal was in constant
touch with top State officials.
|  Mr. Patil said he might visit

Varanasi on Wednesday to take

Vil e
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LN dbenls
stock of the situation. To
strengthen security, the Home
Ministry placed five Central Re-
serve Police Force companies,
including two for deployment
in Varanasi, at the disposal of
the Uttar Pradesh Government.

The situation was reviewed
by the Home Ministry at a high-
level emergency meeting in the
evening. A general alert was is-
sued to all States, and the na-
tional Capital was placed on
high alert.

Home Ministry officials said
the blasts were possibly partofa
pre-planned conspiracy. They
said Tuesday was chosen for the
blasts as devotees throng the
Sankat Mochan temple.

THE Hinpy
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Salem names Sanjay
- Dutt in confession

éays He Delivered AK 56 Rifles, Hand Grenades
To Bollywood Star’s Bandra Residence

Tmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: The confessions of
gangster Abu Salem have fi-
nally been revealed and actor
Sanjay Dutt may not like to
know its contents.

The confessional statement
of 36-year-old Salem, which
was recorded by CBI officer O
P Chatwal on November 20,
2005, and which was sofar ina
sealed cover, was opened in the
designated TADA court on
Wednesday. Salem, extradited
from Portugal for his role in
the 1993 serial bomb blasts in
the city, candidly confesses to
hisrole in delivering the AK 56
rifles and hand grenades to
Dutt’s residence in Bandra be-
fore the March 12 blasts.

Salem said he did not know
what he was delivering to Dutt
and was “shocked” when he
saw the 100 hand grenades and
all the arms in the van.

The confession on the face of
it corroborates the confessions
given (though later retracted)
by Dutt and others regarding
delivery of AK-56 rifles and
ammunition to the actor’s bun-
galow at Pali Hill in Bandra.
Salem, however, keeps refer-
ring to Dutt by his full name
through out the statement.

Salem, however, says at the
end that he “regretted” his
mistakes and wanted “one
chance to redeem himself”.

Meanwhile, the CBI on
Wednesday filed an 84-page
supplentary chargesh=et
against Salem and his alleged
accomplice Riyaz Siddiqui for
their role in causing the 13 se-

Sanjay Dutt arrives to appear
before a TADA court in
Mumbai on Wednesday

rial bomb blasts in March 1993
in Mumbai. Submitting the
bulky document that also con-
tained 54 pages of documen-
tary evidence at 11.15 am, spe-
cial public prosecutor Ujjwal
Nikam, who represented the
CBI, said the agency is now
looking out for two absconding
accused, one of whom is be-
lieved to be outside India. The
names were not revealed open-
ly in court, but TOI later learnt
that the two who are wanted

Ined ehawys

for their conspiracy are Aziz
Bhulkia and Abdul Qayoom.
Both are wanted for their role
in procuring and dispatching
weapons before the blasts.

The chargesheet against
Salem contains statements
from 15 witnesses including
three police officers and a
woman who allegedly accom-
panied Riyaz from Mumbai to
Bharuch in Gujarat.

Nikam asked the court to
protect the identities of 12 wit-
nesses as “this being a sensi-
tive case and Salem being a
dreaded gangster, their lives
could be in danger”. “How can
you say Salem is a ‘dreaded’
gangster?” shot back special
judge P D Kode. To this, Nikam
said he was a “seasoned crimi-
nal and famous extortionist”
CBI was asked to file an affi-
davit following which the
judge ordered that the identi-
ties and numbers of the wit-
nesses be kept secret.

The court also took Riyaz
into its custody after Nikam
contended that he played the
“vital” role of taking and hand-
ing over a van which had con-
cealed cavities in its body to
Salem in Bharuch in January
1993 at the instance of under-
world don Dawood Ibrahim’s
brother Anis Ibrahim. Riyaz,
said Nikam, drove from Mum-
bai to Bharuch and took along
a woman to make the errand
look innocuous. The same van
was later brought to Mumbai
laden with arms and ammuni-
tion, including the /=858, that
was handed over by Salem to
Sanjay Dutt, he added.



Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Government on
Tuesday asserted that armed
forces recruitment “is based on
merit and open to every citizen
of the country, including the
members of the Muslim comm.u-
nity, without any discrimination
on the basis of their caste, creed,
religion or region.”
Making a suo motu statement
in the Rajya Sabha, Deferice
Minister Pranab Mukherjee said
the armed forces were profes-
sional, apolitical, secular and
highly disciplined and every
State contributed to the man-
power.
The Justice Rajindar Sachar
Committee was set up on March
.9, 2005 to prepare a report on

the social, economic and educa-
R‘tional status of Muslims. It was

mandated to obtain information
from the Union and the State
Governments and prepare a da-
tabase so that the Government
could make interventions, if
necessary, for their uplift, he
said.

The Defence Ministry, inalet-
ter to the committee on Septem-

. ber 14, 2005, pointed out that
the recruitment policy was
based on merit.

Replying to letters from the
committee, the Navy gave some
statistics on its civilian person-
nel. The Air Force also provided
some data. The Army, however,
did not give any information.
“No survey has been conducted,
or is proposed to be conducted
for compilation of any other sta-
tistics than those maintained on
the existing database of the
armed forces.”

Mr. Mukherjee said that on
his direction Defence Secretary
met Mr. Justice Sachar on Janu-
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Recruitment
open to all:
Pranab

Panel asked to prepare database
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ary 17 and again a month later to
explain that recruitment in the
armed forces was based on merit
and open to every citizen of the
country without any discrimina-
tion on their caste, creed, reli-
gion or region. A letter to this
effect was also sent to Mr. Jus-
tice Sachar.

Replying to clarifications
sought by Sushma Swaraj (BJP),
Brinda Karat (CPI-M) and Abu
Asim Azmi (Samajwadi Party),
he said the Government was not
at all “apologetic” about setting
up the committee.

There were over 138 million
Muslims in the nation, constitu-
ting about 13.4 per cent of the
population. The community re-

‘portedly suffered from illiteracy,

low income and irregular em-
ployment, implying a higher in-
cidence of  backwardness
relative to other religious
groups. “If we want to have a
survey, what is wrong in it?” Mr.
Mukherjee asked.

The exercise was important,
as it would involve research and
analysis of published data. The
“study” would also address is-
sues relating to Dalit Christians
and Buddhists and help the Gov-
ernment take an “overall view.”

The Government was com-
mitted to improving the lot of
the Muslim community and all
weaker and backward communi-
ties. All regiments, named after
communities and regions, were
formed during the pre-Inde-
pendence period. None was
raised after1950 when the coun-
try became a republic.

He agreed with the suggestion
of Leader of the Opposition Jas-
want Singh that the controversy
be put to rest and the armed
forces kept away from it.
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Army gives data but does not .
want it passed on to panel w“ﬁo

Sachar Committee says its efforts to seek information have been misconstrued \5\

Aarti Dhar and Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI: The Army has sub-
mitted data on the number of
Muslims in its ranks to the De-
fence Ministry but requested
that the information be not giv-
en to the Justice Rajinder Sachar
Committee. The committee had
sought information for prepar-
ing a report on the social, eco-
nomic and educational status of
the Muslim population in the
country.

The panel said its efforts to
seek information according to
its terms of reference had been
misconstrued and
misrepresented.

“We had only asked for the
number of Muslims in the mil-
itary as part of questionnaires
sent to over 500 institutions all
over the country. It has been
blown out of proportion. After
all, that is our mandate,” com-
mittee’s Officer on Special Duty
Syed Zafar Mahmood said.

The Army told the Govern-
ment that it had less than eight

o Navy, Alr Force had
submitted reports

o Statistics sought from
more than 500
institutions: committee

per cent Muslim personnel and
this number varied slightly since
Independence. It had striven to
recruit eight per cent Muslims
out of its overall strength of 11
lakh, but the transfer of the Ba-
luch and Frontier Force re-
giments to Pakistan led to
shortfalls,

The Army maintains two reg-
isters on the religious composi-
tion of its men. The register for
officers has abreakdown accord-
ing to ranks, and the one for
those below officer ranks is a
composite one, sources in the
Army said.

The Navy and the Air Force
had submitted information on
Muslim personnel immediately
after arequest by the committee.
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The Army attempted to stall
furnishing the data but was left
with no option after the Ministry
sought one. “It was almost an
order,” Army officials said.

Explaining the Army’s stance,
a senior official said: “It is not as
if Muslim personnel in the Air
Force and the Navy do not han-
dle sensitive information or deal
with expensive equipment. It is
better to avoid this in the case of
the Army, especially the infantry
regiments, because we are on the
ground dealing with counter-in-
surgency in Jammu and Kash-
mir and had [fought] wars with
Pakistan. Men regardless of
caste or creed conduct these op-
erations. We do not think on
these lines.”

The committee said it was an-
guished by the “incorrect re-
ports” on its communication to
the armed forces. “The commit-
tee is fully aware and values the
intrinsic importance of the
armed forces, and there is no
way that the committee would
ever ask any question that may

in any manner be even remotely
prejudicial to the interests of the
nation, which must always re-
main supreme,” a statement
said.

The committee denied that it
had asked specific questions re-
garding the 1948 and 1999 Army
operations. The Government is-
sued a notification on March 9
last on setting up of the commit-
tee to collect information from
all possible sources, including
the Central Government, State
Governments and a large num-
ber of other agencies to prepare
a report on the social, economic
and educational status of the
Muslim community.

It sought information on the
present participation of Mus-
lims in various walks of life. It
had visited 11 States and held
discussions with a cross-section
of people as well as the Govern-
ments.

Kalam's intervention sought: Page 12
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NDA seeks Kalam's intervention
to stop survey in armed forces

Says the move is fraught with “dangerous consequences”; wants Navin Chawla to go

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The National Demo-
cratic Alliance on Tuesday
sought President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam’s intervention to “stop” a
survey on Muslims in the de-
fence forces by a government-
appointed panel. The move was
fraught with “dangerous conse-
quences,” it said.

The Opposition also urged
Mr. Kalam to use his “good offic-
es” to prevail upon the govern-
ment for the resignation of
Election Commissioner Navin

Chawla and prevent a “constitu- ~

tional embarrassment.”

Serious issues

Speaking to newspersons af-
ter submitting a memorandum
to the President, NDA convener
George Fernandes and BJP lead-
er LK. Advani said: “Both are
serious issues. The President is
the Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces. We told him that
everybody is keen that poverty
ends. It is an issue that needs to
be handled with a non-discrimi-
natory attitude. But to under-
take an exercise to ascertain
only from the Muslims their eco-
nomic situation, their back-
wardness and what could be
done for them, is to communal-
ise the issue for vote-bank poli-
tics.”

Mr. Advani said: “The Army

_has no religion. Selections in the

Army are based on the ability to
defend the country. Even the Ar-
my Chief has raised objections
to this exercise. We met the Su-
preme Commander and object-
edtoit.” N

“Sectarian politics”
Charging the Congress with

"It is an issue that
needs to be
handled with a
non-discriminatory
attitude”

indulging in sectarian politics,
he said the move to accord mi-
nority status to Aligarh Muslim
University, amendment to the
Foreigners Act and reservation
on the basis of religion in Andhra
Pradesh were “shameless at-
tempts to woo the communal
vote back.”

The two-page memorandum
said: “For this committee [head-
ed by a retired judge] to start
inquiring into the religious de-
nominations of the personnel of
the Armed forces and further
probing the kind of postings be-
ing given to each one of them is
fraught with dangerous conse-
quences. Is it a prelude to reser-
vations in the Army on the basis
of religiop? It is the remedy
worse than the disease.”

Memorandum soon

On the Navin Chawla issue,
the NDA requested Mr. Kalam to
refer the matter to the Chief
Election Commissioner for his
removal under Article 324 (5) of
the Constitution.

“Under the law, an Election
Commissioner can only be re-
moved by impeachment — his
being a constitutional post — if
the Chief Election Commission-~
er advises such a course of ac-
tion,” Mr. Advani said.

The National Democratic Alli-
ance would soon submit a de-
tailed memorandum on Mr
Chawla to the President.

ALL SMILES: Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha L.K. Advani and BJP leader
Sushma Swaraj brief the media about the NDA meeting with President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam on various issues, at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday. - PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT
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‘Outery over
army count |

of Mlis]]ms

é«*‘
N h TIMES News NETWORK '@)
A
New Delhi: A decision by the government to sanction
a survey of the number of Muslims serving in the mil-
itary has sparked a major political furore with the op-
position NDA accusing the UPA regime of “dividing”
the armed forces through a “communal” exercise.

The “socio-economic survey” of the status of Mus-
lims in the armed forces by the government-appointed
 Justice Rajendra Sachar committee has seen the BJP
and its allies accuse the government of “dividing” the
armed forces by directing the panel to collect Muslim-
specific data.

The “census” of Muslims in the armed forces could
well become a political issue for the government,
which will have to contend with the charge that an in-
stitution like the military, which was by common con-
sensus kept above partisan politics, has been now
dragged into controversy.

With the army itself introducing more mixed units,
the utility of the survey as a tool to measure minority
welfare is bound to be subjected to critical appraisal.
Not surprisingly, the PMO swiftly distanced itself from
the exercise, with sources saying that it was not in-
volved in the committee’s functions.

Congress sought to see the survey as a data-collection
exercise, while defence minister Pranab Mukherjee felt
that BJP’s criticism was a case of the opposition party
seeing “phantoms everywhere”. The exercise, which has
been slammed by former defence personnel, is unlikely
to earn government any favour in the defence establish-
ment. ‘] was both shocked and outraged when I read a
report that the Centre has ordered a count of Muslims
in the three wings of the armed forces,” BJP president
Rajnarh Singh said.

JD(U) chief and former defence minister George
Fernandes felt it was preposterous that “the Indian
armed forces should from now on be identified by their
religion”. He said those behind the survey had be-
trayed “India’s security concerns”. Fernandes feared
that such a status report of Muslims in the forces
would undermine the solidarity of jawans and impair
a secular institution like the army.

Defence minister Pranab Mukherjee admitted that
the dafence establishment has provided certain infor-
mation to the Sachar panel. “There is nothing more to
it,” he said, dismissing the reactions of
BJP and its allies as unprovoked.

................................................ i ianrarrartenarartareats
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000 troops - o

redeployed” from
Kashmir

S LHNMLM

Troops moved to base in West Bengal: Pranab

Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI: The Government has
“redeployed” about 5,000 troops
in Jammu and Kashmir to West
Bengal due to an “improvement”
in the situation, Defence Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee said here
on Monday. Chief of the Army
Staff J. J. Singh indicated that
more troops could be moved
from Kashmir if the situation
further improved.

Describing the redeployment
as a routine exercise, Mr. Muk-
herjee said the move was taken
keeping in view the decrease in
violence level. He denied that it
was linked to the coming visit of
U.S. President George Bush. The
troops were sent from the east-
ern sector over five years ago..

“Sometimes, we do it [a re-
view]. It is a regular exercise and
this [redeployment] was done
last year too. It is due to a de-
crease in the level of violence
and not because of visit by im-
portant visitors. The decrease in
violence helped us take the deci-
sion,” Mr. Mukherjee said after
inaugurating a seminar orga-
nised by the Territorial Army.

The troops were moved from

o It's a regular exercise
and has nothing to do
with impending visit of
Bush: Minister

o Army chief indicates that
more troops may be
moved out from State

the area between the Line of
Control (LoC) and the Pir Panjal
range on the Jammu-Poonch ax-
is, a favoured area of infiltration,
to their pre-Kargil conflict loca-
tions of Darjeeling and Siliguri.

Last year some parts of a bri-
gade were relocated to their
original base in Ladakh.

Gen. Singh said the force lev-

Singh said while attributing the
better attrition rate (the death
ratio of soldiers and terrorists)
to improved intelligence about
the movement of terrorists from
the local people and focused op-
erations. “So we felt comfortable
in de-inducting a brigade to the
east. Also this will restore the
balance in the north-east.”

Despite the departure of these
troops, the Army had the capac-
ity to perform its tasks in Kash-
mir, said Gen. Singh.

Barely a fortnight back the Ar-
my chief had said, “As long as
terrorism continues and the lev-
el of violence does not come
down to negligible levels, I don’t
see the possibility of [the Army]
leaving the area for the terrorists

els were under constant review _to dominate and exploit.” He had

and if situation permitted, more
troops could be moved out from
Jammu and Kashmir, However,
there was no definite plan on
these lines.

The situation was “well under
control” due to lesser violence
level, and erosion of the terrorist
leadership.

“The people of Jammu &
Kashmir must understand that
we have the upper hand,” Gen.

also said infiltration was contm-
uing through “other ways.”

Pakistan welcomes move

B. Muralidhar. Reddy reports
from Islamabad: *

Pakistan on Mdnday said it
would welcome the proposed
withdrawal of Indian troops
from Jammu and Kashmir if it

were part of the “sjgnificant
reduction.” /g



uattrocchi cash too

<fast for SC order
\‘Q’f (

~
New Delhi, Jan. 23 (PTI): The
Centre today said the money
in Ottavio Quattrocchi’s two
London bank accounts was
withdrawn the day the
Supreme Court had told it
and the CBI to ensure the
funds were not transferred.

The statement came amid
revelations that the UK pros-
ecutors had asked if addi-
tional solicitor-general B.
Dutta had exceeded his brief
in giving the clean chit that
led to the accounts being de-
freezed on January 11.

Dutta had told the UK’s
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) last month there was
no evidence to link the mo-
ney, equivalent to Rs 21 crore,
to the Bofors payoff.

“The money was with-
drawn on January 16 itself,”
additional solicitor-general
Gopal Subramanian told a
three-judge bench.

“On January 17 and 18,
the CBI requested the Indian
high commission and Inter-
pol London (to help ensure)
the orders of the Supreme
Court are complied with,” a
CBI affidavit said.

But the CPS replied that
since the bank no longer held

Quattrocchi: Quick mover

any funds in favour of Quat-
trocchi, “no useful purpose
would be served by seeking to
restrain the accounts”.
Senior crown prosecutor
Shane Nainappan sent a mail
to senior CBI official R.K.
Sharma saying that to begin
any fresh initiatives against
the Italian, the CPS would
have to satisfy the British
high court on two points.
One, that proceedings had
been initiated against Quatt-
rocchi in India and two, there
was reason to believe that an
external confiscation order
may be made during the trial.

.
o AN

He said Dutta had given
“unequivocal instructions”
that “there was no longer any
reasonable prospect of the
case proceeding to trial”.
“On what basis it is now
said that there is a reason-

~

able prospect of the case... (

proceeding to trial and the
reasons for the change of cir-
cumstance?”

The mail asked “who in-
structed Du
structions were and if Dutta
had exceeded them. It said
any fresh plea against Quat-
trocchi must make a “full
and frank disclosure” on
these issues.

The apex court asked peti-
tioner Ajay Agrawal to file a
reply to the CBI affidavit
within two weeks.

CBI hunt

The CBI has sought the Uni-
on home ministry’s clearan-
ce to send letters rogatory to
Switzerland to find out the
source of the money that was
held in the two accounts.

CBI officials said the min-
istry hadn’t responded yet.
The agency believes the mo-
ney came from Lugano in
Switzerland.

\
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Rajeev Deshpande

just when it seems to be losing its appeal af-
ter innumerable reruns, is reborn with a
new twist in the old script. The Bofors epic is
currently running to packed political theatres.

The saga is an unending crime story — a po-
litical poltergeist which defies exorcists, a web
of personal ambition and intrigue and a grind-
ing TV soap that puts off viewers. It is also In-
dia’s most enduring “scam”, overshadowing
fiddles of far greater fiscal magnitude.

The country’s polity has changed dramati-
cally since a Swedish radio broadcast in April
1987 first alleged kickbacks in a defence deal
for 155mm howitzers. Incriminating docu-
ments surfaced in Sweden and Switzerland.
Two years later, then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, who had enjoyed a brute majority in
Parliament, lost the general election.

Then, both Mandal and Kamandal hap-
pened. BJP led a coalition at the Centre for six
vears befare Congress returned to office. But
some 18 years on, news of the Congress-led
government’s decision to help defreeze the
London accounts of Bofors lynchpin Ottavio
Quattrocchi has again ignited political fires.

The Bofors investigation has always been
politically “sensitive”, given that the Opposi-
tion had linked Rajiv’s name with the Rs 64-
crore payoff scam. But a heady mix of exten-
sive media coverage and a concerted BJP at-
tack on Congress has made Bofors boom again.

Yet, this need not be the case. Many of the
Bofors cast — Rajiv Gandhi, defence middle-
man Win Chadha, top bureaucrat S K Bhatna-
gar and former Bofors president Martin Ardbo
— are dead. Another set of accused, UK-based
industrialists Hinduja brothers were let off by
Delhi High Court. And money trails remain
frozen in accounts in London and Switzerland.

So, why is Bofors back in currency? The
most obvious answer is Quattrocchi’s proxim-
ity to the Congress leadership. The Italian
businessman himself acknowledged this inan
interview, when he said, “I am proud to be a
friend of the Gandhi family, but please leave
that friendship alone.” The apparent subver-
sion of CBI’s views in allowing Quattrocchiac-
cess to his millions has sparked a furore.

But this, argues former minister and BJP
MP Arun Shourie, who led a media campaign

I ¥'s a bit Yike a hit film of yesteryear which,

on Bofors in the late *80s, is just a piece of the
entire story. “The (Congress) government in
the late ’80s kept issuing lies and these were
nailed by media, a Swedish newspaper, courts
and the Opposition. When you lie — and get
caught — the controversy lives,” he said.

Given the high-profile list of the scam’s ben-
eficiaries, it’s hardly surprising that Bofors
commands attention. In the latest instance,
law minister H R Bharadwaj’s hamhanded
methods — using a high court order in the
Hinduja case net connected with Quattrecchi
to bail out the Italian — set off a political
storm. Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s si-
lence, thereafter, only fanned it.

Congress has sought to wash its hands of the
controversy, with spokesperson Anand Sharma
maintaining that Sonia did not interfere in the
investigations, “Even earlier, Soniaji has said
that the law must take its own course,” he main-
tained. Given the PM’s position that the matter
had been handled by “the agencies” as per “due
procedure”, it’s clear the party hopes to simply
ride out the starm. .

That may not be easy. “Rarely do we get a
case which connects with a PM. Then it has
faced five challenges in courts; on two

Governments
have come and
gone, India’s
economy

has been
transformed
and a whole
new generation
has arisen since
~ Iaffaire Bofors
first hogged the
headlines. Many

occasions appeals were not allowed to be filed.
It is a story of cover-ups,” said BJP’s Arun
Jaitley.

But while Congress has been at the receiving
end of Bofors fire, BJP also needs to explain
why it couldn’t bring Quattrocchi to India and
the case to a conclusion during NDA’s,six years
in power. Admits Shourie, “We could pgrhaps
have done a lot more when in government.”

The passage of time has.seen Bofors war-
riors change stances. Former PM V P Singh,
who campaigned in 1989 holding chits of paper
which he claimed held account numbers con-
taining slush funds, said in February 2004 that
he had never said Rajiv took money and that it
would be unfair to accuse the family merely on
the basis of its proximity to Quattrocchi.

Yet, the Bofors saga lingers. The initial

wonder in local

parlance, it could be

described as top-

khane mein chori

— may have faded,

but it needs just

- another spark to

keep the Bofors em-
bers burning.

The ghost that stalked Afmy

Rajat Pandit

hile the Bofors bogey has haunted the
Congress for almost two decades, it con-
tinues to bedevil the Army as well. The

scandal, in fact, ensured a severe setback to
its plan for indigenous manu-

ernment after allegations of payoffs were made
in an anti-material rifles’ contract signed during
the NDA regime.

Denel, till then, was a key contender in the
Army’s ambitious Rs 8,000-10,000-crore long-
term artillery modernisation project, along with

Bofors and Israeli firm Soltam,

facture of howitzers and their
ammunition, which the force is
yet to shrug off.

In an era of short and intense
wars, when concentrated fire-
power plays a decisive role in
vanquishing the enemy, the
world’s secondlargest Army
has been left with gaping opera-
tional holes as far as ap ade-
quate number of modern ar-
tillery guns is concerned.

The Bofors controversy in the
late-1980s ensured that the 1.13-
million-strong Army’s artillery
modernisation plans were tor-
pedoed after the one-time off-
the-shelf purchase of 410 155-
mm 39-calibre field howitzers
from the Swedish company.

With no new induction of modern artillery
guns for the last 20 years, the Army feels it “un-
necessarily suffered” for no fault of its own.
“The Bofors guns, in any case, were first-rate
and proved their worth both in the 1999 Kargil
conflict and the trans-border fire assaults dur-
ing Operation Parakram in 2002after the Parlia-
ment attack,” laments a senior officer.

Last year, just when the Army thought the Bo-
fors ghost had finally been exorcised, the kick-
backs demon once again reared its head in the
form of South African armament firm Denel.
The company was blacklisted by the UPA gov- |

to gradually induct over 2,000
towed and self-propelled 155-mm
52-calibre artillery guns.

The towed guns from all the
three firms had participated in
three rounds of trials held by
the Army till then, with the Bo-
fors howitzer doing better than
the other two guns.

The Army, which looked for
major artillery inductions in
the 10th Plan (2002-2007) itself, is
keeping its fingers crossed that
it would actually happen in the
11th Plan now.

“Qur artillery profile will pri-

52-calibre guns. By 2006, we
should finish all trials. And by
. 2007, we should be able to clinch
the deal by selecting the best gun,” says Army
chief General J J Singh.

But coming back to Bofors, which was found-
ed in 1646, it has had complicated makeovers
since India imposed a ban on it. Around 1990,
Nobel Industries — the parent company of AB

Bofors — declared itself bank-
rupt and merged with
Dutch chemical group
Akzo. Its arms di-
vision  was

marily be based on the 155-mm

- key players are
either dead or
long forgotten.
But the smoking
gun refuses

to fade away.
Why do its
ghosts still kick
back with a
vengeance?
Sunday Times
digs into
the past to
find out

then transferred to
the Swedish gov-
ernment-owned
Celsius Group,
which in turn
formed a new com-
pany called Bofors
Weapon Systems AB
specifically to handle
defence operations.

In 2000, the artillery
business of Celsius was
acquired by American
company United Defence
and named Bofors Defence.
SWS (Swedish Weapon Sys-
tems) Defenice was then float-
ed as its subsidiary to handle
the market in India — which
had emerged as one of the
largest buyers of military hard-
ware in the world — since the
US sanctions after the 1998
Pokhran-IT nuclear tests were
still in place.

Finally, in 2005, British Aero-
space took over United Defence.
So, guess the name of the compa-
ny eager to sell the howitzers to
India? British Aerospace Systems
SWS Defence! And as a company of-
ficial takes pains to emphasise,
“This company is totally different
from the Bofors company of 1986,
with new ownership, new manage- {
ment and a new business culture.” 1

Ironically, the old controversy
rages on, even though the company
that triggered it itself no longer exists
in its 1980s avatar.

‘You mean those
[ ] ? ’
Russian tanks:
Rati Chaudhary & Amrita Singh
B baad, this ‘comeback’ has been com-
pletely kicked out of the world of
GenXers. “It was a scam, but why are you
talking about it now,” questions Sania J aved,

a BA first-year student. Bofors is back in the
news, but the barely-20s couldn’t care less.

ofors? What on earth is that? Bees saal

Engineering student Rishabh Kale knows
Bofors has something to do with guns, but
that’s it. “Tt doesn’t matter whatever it is,” he
says. Final-year B Com student Naveen Rajis
a little more in sync with scams, “I know Bo-
fors is a gun deal through which the Gandhis,
Amitabh Bachchan
GEN ERA'"ON and a foreigner were
alleged to have made
—_— GAP-————— a lot of money.” But
he’s not interested in
the 20-year-old case. Sting operations are
more exciting. “The cash-for-query scam was
far more interesting, that’s what a real scam
is like — entertaining,” he says.
Sania agrees. “If a scam is not a source of
entertainment, I wouldn’t be interested.”
Surely, the ABVP and NSUI — student
wings of BJP and Congress, respectively —
would be more interested? NSUI's Ragini
Nayak, Delhi University Students Union
president, knows Bofors has “something to
do with Rajiv Gandhiji”. “It happened when
he was PM and there’s some national securi-
ty angle,” she says.
It was politically motivated and a creation
of the opposition, Ragini’s colleague, Amrita

Dhawan, is quick to add. “You know, wewon | .

the Kargil war because of these ‘cannons’.
This, when everybody was saying they were
of an inferior quality.”’

The opposition ABVP camp isn't very
forthcoming either. ““You mean those Russ-
ian tanks? I know somebody called Quatt-roe-
chi is involved in it and recently the CBI
managed to find his Swiss bank account
number,” says ABVP member Gaurav Khare.
Time for a Bofors yawn now!

o —

BOFOROMETER

"

Compared with other
scams that have
rocked India, Rs 64
crore is virtually
small chan

SECURITIES S
Rs 5,000 crore

3

Rs 33,000 crore «

FODDER SCAM
~ Rs 950 crore

Bees saal baad
 The protagonists & where they are naw

&

RAJIV GANDHI Gl
His government was accused of fecaiving Kickbacks in
gun deal. The scandal led to the defeat of ngre
in the 1989 general elections./Rajiv was assassing
May 21, 1991. In February 2004, the Delhi High Court
exonerated him of any iwolvement in the scand

SONIA GANDHI 1
.. The opposition has made much of her afleged ties with
middiemian Ottavio Quattroechi for two decades, but
nothing has ever been proved and the electorate see
nced. Again in the midst of a controversy over
g of Quattracchi's bank accounts in London,

e in Rajiv Gandhi's government,
,, ched a crusade against Rajiv on-Bofors
tional Front won the 1989 polls and Singh be
+-;made no headway on Bofors. Has since faker
sanyas owing 1o poor health. He now says ha t

Reiiv 0f taking money, -

HINDUJAS .
- CBI chargesheeted the billionaire brothers
.cefving 81 milhion Swedish noners 4s commission
eal. But Delhi High Court quashed charges
e of original papers as evidence agains|

~ AMITABH BACHCHAN

Rs 5,000 crore
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Accounts of
(luattrocchl
efreezed -

We can only make a request to
the British authorities: Pranab

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Two London bank ac-
counts of Italian businessman
Ottavio Quattrocchi, a key ac-
cused in the Rs. 64-crore Bofors
payoffs case, have been de-
freezed. This has been conveyed
to the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation by the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service of Britain.

The action follows a London
High Court order, well-placed
sources in the CBI said. Howev-
er, CBI officials were not able to
confirm whether Mr. Quattroc-
chi had withdrawn the money.

Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee said on Tuesday that

the Government could at best
make a request to Britain. “We
have no jurisdiction on other
countries. We can at best make a
request to them,” he told report-
ers. Asked if the Government
would make any formal request
to ensure that Mr. Quattrocchi
did not take out the money, he
said legal opinion would be tak-
en on the issue.

On Monday, the Supreme
Court directed the Government
and the CBI to ensure that Mr.
Quattrocchi did not withdraw
the money. The CBI on Monday
requested the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service to give details about
the status of the accounts.

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: British authorities are
awaiting a fresh request from
the Government of India to
“refreeze” the bank accounts
of Ottavio Quattrocchi, Italian
businessman accused of
receiving kickbacks in the
Bofors gun deal.

A spokesperson of the
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) confirmed to
The Hindu that it wasin
“discussion” with the CBI.

“All I can say is that the
discussions relate to this
case,” she said. It was not for
the CPS to comment on the
Supreme Court directive to

UK. awaitihg fresh‘request

the Government of India and
the CBI to take steps to
refreeze the accounts.

“We will have to go to the
High Court again if we receive |
such a request from the Indian !
authorities,” she said. The CPS
continued to “liaise” with the
Indian authorities .

Sources in the CPS refused
to comment on reports that
Mr. Quattrocchi may have
already withdrawn the money.
“We have nothing to do with
that. It is between the bank
and its client,” said.an official.

Editorial on Page 10
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CBI doesn’v know who did it

Vijay Thakur in New Dethi r Q)

Jan. 18, - The CBI director, Mr
Vijay Shankar, does not know who
recommended the unfreezing of
fugitive  Ttalian  businessman
Ottavio Quattrocchi’s Bofors-
linked bank accounts in London.

His statement comes after Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh said
unfreezing had been sought by the
CBI. The UPA chairperson and
Congress president, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, too said the government
did not know what the CBI was
doing.

The joint director in the investi-
gating agency, Mr A K Majumdar,
said on Monday additional solici-
tor-general Mr B Dutta’s visit to
London last month —~ when he con-

» veyed India’s

acqulescence m
unfreezing Quattrocchi’s accounts
to the UK’s Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) — had been advised
by the CBI. He said that the law
ministry and the personnel ministry
did not play any role in it.

Mr Majumdar’s statement was
widely perceived as the CBI's “U-
turn” in a row which had previous-
ly landed law minister, Mr
HR Bharadwaj at the centre of this
new Bofors storm. It is a different

_matter that Mr Majumdar refused

to say whether Mr Dutta exceeded
his brief in interacting with the
CPS.

The disclosure of a 23 December
e-mail from the CPS to Indian
authorities indicate that Mr Dutta
might well have gone beyond the
CBY’s brief which, according to Mr

Majumdar, wa& ocussed on the
point that the agency had not suc-
ceeded in linking Quattrocchi’s two
UK accounts with Bofors payoffs.
The CPS e-mail states : “Mr Dutta
conveyed instructions on behalf of
the Government of India, the
Ministry of Justice and the CBI
that no useful purpose will be
served by maintaining the Restraint
Order (freezing the accounts)
dated 25 July 2003 as there is no

longer any reasonable prospect of

the case against Mr Quattrocchi
proceeding to trial.”

Mr Shankar appeared to reflect
the agency’s dilemma he said: “I do
not know who asked for the
unfreezing. Whatever else we have
to say we will say, it to the Supreme
Court.”

More reports on page 4

——— —_— —-
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BhardwaJ
g must g0

good scapegoat, the cynical saying goes, is almost
as good as the solution to the problem, Exposed for
L the brazen conspiracy to facilitate the defreezing

of the bank accounts of Bofors accused Ottavio
Quattrocchi, the Central Government has laid the blame at
the door of the Central Bureau of Investigation. The Centre
could not have asked for a more submissive and willing
scapegoat. The CBI, which until a couple of days ago more or
less publicly distanced itself from the attempt to bail out Mr.
Quattrocchi, has performed a flip-flop. After briefing report-
ers that it had nothing to do with Additional Solicitor Gener-
al B. Datta’s visit to London, where he informed the Crown
Prosecution Service that there was no evidence to link two of
Mr. Quattrocchi’s bank accounts to the Bofors payoffs, the
CBI has tamely assumed full responsibility for the devel-
opments that led to the defreezing of the accounts. In an
unconvincing attempt to insulate the Congress party and
the Central Government from the damage, the CBI has
stated that “neither the Law Ministry nor the Department of
Personnel and Training had any role to play” in lending Mr.
Quattrocchi a helping hand. As if on cue, the Centre, through
a statement by no less than Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, has ‘clarified’ that I'affaire Quattrocchi was dealt with
entirely by the investigative agency.

This amounts to a crude obfuscation of the CBI’s long-
standing differences with the Government on how to handle
Mr. Quattrocchi’s frozen funds — a subject that has been
highlighted in the press. It is also a reflection of the political
interference in the functioning of the CBI — a problem that
continues to dog the country’s premier investigative agency
despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that sought to insulate it
from “extraneous factors” and give it a measure of function-
al autonomy (Vineet Narain vs Union of India, AIR 1998).
Mr. Quattrocchi remains an accused under the Indian crimi-
nal justice system. Providing him assistance in unlocking his
bank accounts — deposits that were allegedly linked to the
Bofors payoffs and are under investigation — is tantamount
to subverting the course of justice. From refusing to give the
CBI clearance to appeal against the Delhi High Court Febru-
ary 2004 verdict to stretching a helping hand to Mr. Quat-
trocchi, the H.R. Bhardwaj-headed Law Ministry’s approach
to the Bofors issue provides a throwback to the cover-up
methods of the late-1980s and the early 1990s. The country
can ill afford a Law Minister who, at the bidding of others or
otherwise, has given cause for widespread suspicion that he
has unclean hands in a case that that has become emblemat-
ic of political corruption. In 1992, Madhavsinh Solanki was
obliged to resign as External Affairs Minister following re-
ports that he had asked his Swiss counterpart to go slow on
the question of handing over secret bank documents to India
relating to the Bofors kickbacks. The charges against the
Union Law Minister are no less serious. There is only cne
way to restore some semblance of credibility in the Manmo-
han Singh Government’s handling of the Bofors case. Mr.
Bhardwaj must go immediately.
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BJP seeks o

Méhﬁohan

( ‘Bﬂ\i"’d

S

intervention

Keep accounts frozen: Jaitley \

Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI: The latest controversy
relating to the Bofors case over
two bank accounts of Italian
businessman Ottavio Quattroc-
chi in London, lying frozen for
the past 30 months, threatens to
snowball into a political embar-
rassment for the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA)
Government.

Stepping up its campaign, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Sunday sought Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s intervention
to ensure that the two accounts
of Mr. Quattrocchi remain fro-
zen. The accounts with the BSI
AG bank in London held $ one
million and three million euros
when they were frozen in July
2003.

In aletter to the Prime Minis-
ter, senior BJP leader and for-
mer Union Law Minister, Arun
Jaitley, said the moneys would
fly out of “these accounts to un-
known destinations and this
needs to be prevented immedi-
ately.” The issue of concern to
the entire country, he said, was
with regard to preventing the
damage caused by the action of
the Union Law Minister and the
Additional Solicitor-General of
India.

Taking exception to the visit
of the Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral, B. Dutta, to London last
month to inform the Crown
Prosecutor that moneys lying
deposited in the two British ac-
counts be paid to Mr. Quattroc-

chi after de-freezing the
accounts, Mr. Jaitley termed it
as “an extraordinary concession
volunteered by the Government
of India.” In his view, “the CBI
and the CBI alone is authorised
to deal with this case.”

Who authorised the visit?

Mr. Jaitley pointed out that
the Law Ministry has no locus
standi in the matter. “Under the
allocation of business rules, the
CBI comes under the Depart-
ment of Personnel of which you
are the Cabinet Minister. The
job of the Law Ministry is merely
to tender legal advice and to pro-
vide for lawyers to represent dif-
ferent Departments of the
Government. Who authorised
the Law Ministry to deal with
this matter? Who authorised the
visit of the Additional Solicitor-
General to Britain? Who pre-
vented the CBI officer from ac-
companying the ASG?” he said in
the letter to Prime Minister.

The BJP leader said that “fair-
ness requires that since Mr.
Quattrocchi has close connec-
tions in high places, the role of
the Government and the investi-
gative agencies in dealing with
him must confirm to the highest
standards of fair play, transpar-
ency and impartiality.” Mr. Jait-
ley said that Mr. Quattrocchi
was allowed to escape from In-
dia in 1993 without even his
passport being impounded,
charge-sheet was filed against
him in 1999 .
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UK may defreeze

’s bank a/c ﬁ

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Bofors fugitive
Italian businessman Ot-
tavio Quattrocchi’s London
bank accounts may soon be
defrozen with UK’s Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS)
having officially informed
CBI of receipt of informa-
tion from the Indian gov-
ernment that money in the
accounts was not linked to
kickbacks in the 1984 de-
fence deal.

The CPS has made it clear

to the CBI that in the light of

additional solicitor-general
Bhagwan Dutta having in-
formed the UK authorities
that there was no evidence
to link Quattrocchi’s ac-
counts with -kickbacks,
there was little that could be
done to prevent the Italian
businessman from access-
ing the funds.

Top CBI sources said the
key accused in the Bofors
bribery scandal would be
able to operate his accounts
with the BSI-AG bank hold-

ing Euros 3 milllion and $1
million. Dutta had handed
over the Quattrocchi-relat-
ed communication to CPS
on December 22 last year.
CBI officials also agreed
that they had no evidence at
present to link the money to
the Bofors paybacks even as
they maintained that Quat-
trocchi remains an accused
in the Bofors case and that
the hunt for the kickback
money routed to him would
continue with the help of
Interpol. But, in the mean-
time, the Italian may well
be able to access the funds
that had been frozen since

M“

3\
July 2003.

Agency ofﬁc1als main-
tained that Quattrocchi and
other accused like the late
Win Chaddha had dexter-
ously moved kickback mon-
ey from bank to bank to pre-
vent potential investiga-
tions from linking pay-
ments with sources. The
possibility of Quattrocchi
getting hold of the London
funds is likely to further
fuel the political controver-
sy over the government “as
sisting” the businessman in
accessing the money.

BJP insistently ques-
tioned the government’s ac-
tion of sending a Quattroc-
chi-is-not-guilty message
when it was the CBI'’s job as
the investigative agency to
move the appropriate court
either in India or abroad.
“Law minister H R Bharad-
waj and Dutta were inter-
lopers, hustlers to usurp to
themselves power to decide
whether Quattrocchi was
innocent or guilty,” BJP
leader Arun Jaitley said.




CONGRESS IN BOFORS HUDDLE

Sonia, PM

look

way out .

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Jan. 14, —
Stung by a fresh twist in
the Bofors affair, the
Congress leadership,
including Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh and
party president Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, held a meeting
tonight. Its aim was to
work out a “damage-con-
trol” strategy to tackle the
raging confroversy arising
out of the Union law min-
istry’s recent move to let
the fugitive lalian busi-
nessman, Ottavio Quattro-
cchi, a Bofors scam accu-
sed, access his frozen bank
accounts in the UK.

The meeting was held at
the PM’s residence and
lasted nearly 90 minutes.
It was attended, among
others, by detence minis-
ter Mr Pranab Mukherjee,
home minister Mr Shivraj
Patil and Mrs Gandhi’s
political sceretary, Mr
Ahmed Patel.

Mr Patel claimed that
the meeting had been a
“routine” one, but, clearly,
it was believed to have
deliberated on the options
for “containing” the adve-
rse political fall-out of the
law ministry’s move.

As the Opposition trai-
ned its guns on the Man-
mohan Singh government
for its alleged bid to “scut-
tle” a probe into the allega-
tions against Quattrocchi
for his “proximity” to the
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‘Clear stand, CBVY’

NEW DELHI, Jan. 14, —
The British Crown
Prosecution Service has
asked the CBI to make its
position clear on de-freez-
ing Quattrocchi’'s London
bank accounts. Spelling
out the CBI's position, a
senior official claimed it
would continue with its
efforts to extradite him.
Details on page 4

Gandhi  family,  the
Congress has now sought
to distance Mrs Gandhi
and itself from law minis-
fer Mr HR Bharadwaj's
move by passing the buck
to the government. The
party has said that “the
law should take ifs own
course and the guilty
should be punished.”
Congress managers hold
that both the PM and Mrs
Gandhi were kept in the
dark about Mr
Bharadwaj’s move.

The PM yesterday sum-
moned Mr Bharadwaj
and Mr Suresh Pachouri -
who heads the ministry of
state for personnel which
cleared Mr Dutta’s trip to
London - and sought
clarifications from them.

The government s
reportedly  considering
asking the British authori-
ties to continue with the
freeze on Quattrocchi’s
accounts and ignore Mr
Dufta’s communication.
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Bofors returns e

And exposes all our pol1t1c1an57 c? A

FI‘he return of the Bofors deal tc§ the front page mus
force the Indian political establishment, not just the
ruling Congress party, to turn the spotlight on itself. Bu
let us begin first with the role of the Congress. For a party
that has eternally claimed innocence, both on its owr
behalf and on that of its late leader Rajiv Gandhi, there
are several embarrassing realities to confront. The
Congress has never satisfactorily been able to explain why
it needed to subvert a judge of the Delhi High Court or
order then External Affairs minister Madhavsinh Solanki
to carry a note to the Swiss if it had nothing to fear from
an impartial probe. In an operation reminiscent of the
Solanki note, a senior law officer of the Government has
now informed British authorities that it will be in order
for them to unfreeze bank accounts of Italian business-
man, Ottavio Quattrocchi. The minister in charge, Hans
Raj Bhardwaj, is an old family loyalist, and owes both his
legal and political accomplishments, such as they are, to
the party and the Gandhi family. That Quattrocchi’s role
has never fully been explained matters little to the likes of
Bhardwaj. Why would an Italian oil company representa-
tive have been part of a Swedish gun deal unless it was at
the behest of his close friend, the then Prime Minister and
his wife? Snamprogetti, the company he worked for, and
the ENI group that owned this company had at the time no
business connections with Bofors. Yet his name surfaced
with alarming regularity in the Bofors papers. If the
Gandhis were innocent, surely there must be an explana-
tion for this amazing fact. None has ever been offered. The
case against the Hindujas was dismissed by the Delhi High
Court, and the government chose not to move the apex
court. But Quattrocchi has never been made to explain his
role. And now, thanks to Bhardwaj, he has been allowed to
even get his hands on money that can at best be described
as suspicious.

But what of others in the political establishment? Is it
enough for Arun Jaitley or the Left to express outrage
when they are as much a part of the cover-up as the
Congress is? What stopped Jaitley or his party from pur-
suing the investigation vigorously in the many years they
were in government? And what stops the Left from with-
drawing support to the Congress? After all, both BJP and
the Left were part of the anti-corruption campaign
launched by V P Singh in the late 1980s; indeed promi-
nent Leftists such as Jyoti Basu, uurudab Dasgupta and
Somnath Chattcrjee spoke often dnd eloquently about the
corruption in the Bofors deal. And, finally, where is Mr
Singh, the man who became Prime Minister thanks to
Bofors and who will be judged by history as having been
among the most opportunistic manipulators of public
opinion? These leaders occupied the public space, our
space, provoked us to support them, and vowed to bring
the culprits to book. They must either admit now that they
were enacting a gigantic political fraud on the people of
India, or act decisively to tell Sonia Gandhi and her flock
that this really is the last straw. Bofors is not abput the cor-
ruption of the Congress alone. yd
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Nothing to bar Q’s acq:e;ytfi bank

CBI’s London
trail goes cold

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 15: The
British legal system having
issued the order to lift the
freeze on Ottavio Quattroc-
chi’s accounts on Wednes-
day, it is likely that the Ital-
ian businessman has al-
ready taken out money he
has been denied access to
for years.

Till this evening, the CBI
had no knowledge that
Britain’s Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) had removed
the restraining order on two
of Quattrocchi’s accounts ori
January 11.

Reacting to areport in The
Telegraph today about the
freeze having been lifted on
the two accounts in the Swiss
bank, BSI AG, that hold $1 mil-
lion and Euro 3 million, CBI
spokesperson G. Mohanty
said: “I am not aware of any
such development.”

While it is surprising that
an 1nvest1gatmpg agency does
not have thg informéatign
there is very little the Indiar
government can do now if it
were to try to have the process.
reversed.

Government sources, how-
ever, were claiming that ef-
forts would be made to get an-
other restraining order on
Quattrocchi’s accounts and
the CBI was committed to get-
ting to the bottom of the Bo-
fors scandal.

The CBI may, theoretically,
crack the Bofors mystery

. 6 zﬁ‘q

Quattrocchi: Bonus?

some day, but chances of the
government getting another
restraining order on the ac-
counts are remote.

Reports are that the CPS —
the agency which decides
whether there is sufficient evi-
dence to bring criminal
charges against an individual
or individuals — was told by
an Indian government repre-
sentative of lack of evidence
linking the money (over Rs 20
crore at current exchange
rates) in the accounts to the
alleged kickbacks in the
Bofors deal.

The spokeswoman for the
CPS had told The Telegraph:
“We met the (Indian) addition-
al solicitor-general (B. Dutta)
in December. After the meet-
ing, we corresponded with the
court and the restraining
order on Quattrocchi’s ac-
counts has been removed.”

~ If India were, indeed, to

pursue the case for re-impos-
ing the restraint, it would have
to present clinching evidence
to the CPS after, presumably,
having failed to provide any
only last month.

There is, of course, also the
possibility that Quattrocchi,
whose money had remained
frozen since July 2003, has left
nothing in the accounts be-
tween Wednesday and today to
freeze again.

“If this is indeed the case,
the damage has already been
done. The benefits of collusion
have reached where they were
supposed to,” said BJP general
secretary Arun Jaitley.

Earlier in the day — but too
late nevertheless — he had
written to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, urging him
to prevent the lifting of the re-
straining order.

“The issue of concern to
the entire country is now with
regard to preventing the dam-
age caused by the action of the
law minister. The crown prose-
cutor in Britain would obvi-
ously act on the opinion given
to him by the additional solici-
tor-general and these two
bank accounts are likely to be
de-frozen soon. Money would
fly out of these two bank ac-
counts to unknown destina-
tions. This needs to be prevent-
ed immediately,” Jaitley said
in the letter.

The BJP has stepped up the
demand that law minister H.R.
Bhardwaj be sacked and the
Prime Minister explain how
he was kept in the dark.




CBI's decision
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Government had no role in de-freeezing accounts

Sushanta Talukdar

GUWAHATI: Action on both freez-
ing and de-freezing of Italian
businessman Ottavio Quattroc-
chi’s bank accounts has been tak-
en at the level of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in
consultation with Law officers as
per the established procedure,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said on Monday.

“Neither the freezing was
done under government orders
nor has the de-freezing heen
done under Government orders.
These matters are exclusively
under the functional jurisdiction
of [the] CBI in which govern-
ment does not interfere,” Dr.
Singh said reading out a state-
ment at a press conference here.

The Prime Minister sai¢ his
Government had never inter-
fered with the CBI in matters of
investigation. “Autonomy of
(the] CBI will be preserved un-
der this government at all ccsts,”
he said.

“As per procedure”

“A controversy has been
sought to be created about cer-
tain steps taken by the CBI in the
matter relating to the freezing of
the Quattrocchi bank account.
Actions relating to both the

freezing and the de-freezing of
these accounts have been taken
at the level of the CBI in consul-
tations with Law officers as per
established procedure,” he add-

‘Re-freeze accounts: court |

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday directed the
Government and the Central
Bureau of Investigation to
take steps to “re-freeze” the
two London bank accounts of
Italian businessman Ottavio
Quattrocchi, accused in the

| Rs. 64-crore Bofors payoffs

case. A three-judge Bench

comprising Chief Justice Y.X.

| Sabharwal, Justice C.K.

| Thakker and Justice R.V.

} Raveendran made it clear that

if the bank had already de-

freezed the accounts, the
Government and the CBI must

) ensure that Mr. Quattrocchi

i did not withdraw money until

| further orders.

j The Bench issued notice,

‘w asking the Government and
the CBI to file by January 23
an affidavit explaining their
stand on the petition filed by

bkt bu'U

ed.

The Prime Minister said that
all steps taken in this matter
were in accordance with estab-
lished procedure in such cases.

i

Ajay Agarwal, a lawyer who
brought to the court’s notice
the de-freezing of the ;
accounts. :
The Bench told Additional- |
Solicitor General Gopal (
Subramaniam, appearing for |
the Centre, that steps should |
be taken for maintaining g
status quo on Mr,
Quattrocchi’s accounts, which
were frozen in July 2003 at
the Government’s request.
“Till further orders we
direct the Centre and the CBI
to take necessary steps for
maintenance of status quo on
the accounts in question so
that de-freezing does not take
place. If de-freezing has
already taken place, the
amounts should not be
allowed to be withdrawn.”

More reports on Page 12
m
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case to be' probed

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 15 JANUARY \é\

HE CBI’s role in the Ottavio

I Quattrocchi  episode  will

come in for scrutiny when the
Supreme Court (SC) takes up the
public interest litigation (PIL), ask-
ing the court to intervene for
stalling the defreezing of the mid-
dleman’s accounts.

While the law ministry has said
there was no case against the Italian
middleman, the CBI has been saying
itis still making efforts to get him ex-
tradited from Italy.

The two stands are clearly at vari-
ance and the position the CBI takes
will throw light on how the issue was
tackled by the UPA government.

A day after the Congress core
committee met at the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence to discuss the fall-
out of the political controversy,
questions are being raised by
the ruling establishment as ro
whether the CBI' had opposed
the move when the law min-
istry consulted it while framing
the letter that was sent to the
Crown Prosecution.

“There are allegations that the
law ministry made its recom-
mendations to the UK unilaterally
without taking the view of the
CBI1in the matter. What is the basis
of this allegation? Will the CBI
substantiate these charges?” asked
a senior member of the ruling
establishment.

“Did the CBI say in its stated
view that the extradition case

-against Mr Quattrocchi and his

charge sheet can be persuaded only
by keeping his UK bank accounts
frozen?” he added.

Going by their version, the law
ministry had indeed consulted the
CBI and got the consent of the di-
rector (prosecution) of the agency
that the government could recom-
mend the defreezing of Mr Quat-
trocchi accounts.

The ruling party leaders also
claimed that the letter Additional So-
licitor General B Dutta delivered to
the UK authorities, carried the signa-
ture of the CBI official.

“The CBI is free and shall contin-
ue to pursue these cases. But that
does not mean the investigation
agency opposed the defreezing of

his UK accounts. To freeze the ac-
count, the CBI has to have evidence
to link the money in that account to
the pay off.

Those who argue that the law
ministry and CBI have different
stands on the issue of defreezing the
accounts include the former law
minister Arun Jaitley.

“They should answer this core is-
sue. They can’t obliterate this core is-
sue by creating diversionary tactics.
Or else they should wait for CBI's po-
sition before jumping the gun,” the
Congress leader added.
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j ven the fig leaf has been discarded. The'Central
Government’s unwillingness to see that justice
1 was done in the Rs.64 crore Bofors payoff case was
H evident when it became clear that no appeal would
be filed against the Delhi High Court’s controversial Febru-
ary 2004 judgment. In that unpersuasive and tortuously
argued ruling, a single Judge held there was no evidence of
bribery in connection with the Rs.1,437 crore deal for the
purchase of 155 mm howitzers. Now it transpires that the
Government is willing to go further than showing a studied
lack of interest in pursuing the country’s most sensational
corruption case — one that became synonymous with skull-
duggery in high places. The resourceful expose by a televi-
sion channel has shown the Government is quite prepared to
extend a helping hand to one of the key accused, a man who
enjoyed unrestricted access to the highest reaches of power
when the howitzer deal was struck in 1986. It has been
dgisclosed that India’s Additional Solicitor General B. Datta
visited the Crown Prosecution Service in England in Decem-
ber 2005 to inform it that there was no evidence to link two
bank deposits of Ottavio Quattrocchi, the infamous ‘Q’ of the
Martin Ardbo diary, with the Bofors payoff. Factually untrue
and politically scandalous, this submission was unasham-
edly intended to facilitate the free operation of two of the
Italian businessman’s accounts in the BSI AG bank in Lon-
don.

The two bank accounts — holding 3 million euros and $1
millior. — were frozen by the Government of the United
Kingdom on the basis of bank documents obtained by the
Central Bureau of Investigation from the Swiss authorities;
according to the agency, these documents revealed an in-
criminating trail of transactions. The CBI's success included
getting Interpol to issue a Red Corner Notice against Mr.
Quattrocchi, and convincing British authorities that the
money in the accounts he controlled was part of the kick-
back received from Bofors. The key question is: why does the
Government want a freeze that was upheld by the London
High Court and the British Supreme Court to be lifted now?
The Red Corner Notice against Mr. Quattrocchi is still valid
and the criminal case against him is pending before the Chief
Metropolitian Magistrate’s court in Delhi. If the trial has not
begun, it is only because the surviving accused, Mr. Quat-
trocchi, and Bofors’ former chief executive, Mr. Ardbo, have
managed to elude the reach of Indian law. Significantly, the
CBI, which opposed the de-freezing of the accounts, has
distanced itself from Mr. Datta’s submission and stated that
the efforts to win Mr. Quattrocchi’s extradition will contin-
ue. It is the Central Government — in the persona of Union
Law Minister H.R. Bhardwaj — that has rushed in to defend
the indefensible. The proper course is surely to let India’s
principal criminal investigation agency pursue the financial
trail, which has been traced to a bank in Lugano, Swit-
zerland, to its original source — not in scoring another own

goal.
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money. Hope of resolving it has turned to cynicism

was the emblematic case of
political corruption. As if by
deliberate design, it provided

" the raging climax to an ebbing of
trust that had been with us awhile.
There was mounting popular cyni-
cism about the political class throu-
gh the *80s, more specifically about
the dominant Congress party, whi-
ch Rajiv Gandhi’s massive mandate
in 1984 had only served to tempor-
arily obscure. When it first broke
out in the late 80s, therefore, Bofo-
rs was a defining moment, but one

that also carried a promise. All the

culprits would be identified, they
would meet with justice and the
people would learn to give the poli-
- tician the benefit of doubt again.
- Now, almost 20 years later, as the
. case climbs into the headlines once
" more, it has entirely cast off that
burden of hope. There is weary
. irony as the law ministry and its os-
tensible handmaiden, the CBI, are
seen to be openly at loggerheads
over the defreezing of the overseas
accounts of a controversial Italian
businessman, surely the last of the
prominent accused to survive the
tortuous legal process in the case.
The UPA government must ex-
* plain why its law officer acted in a
- way that suggests a blatant cover-
" up. Ottavio Quattrocchi’s well-
known association with the Gandhi
family should have made it more

/
"oian EXppy-
Frg

scrupulous, in fact. That it still
chose to conjure up a clean chit
that-wasn’t from the CBI, all the
better to let Mr Q, against whom
extradition proceedings are still on,
avail of his long frozen crores, spe-
aks of a chilling cynicism. But while
the government is answerable for
its dubious conduct, of course, the
never-ending Bofors case demands
that we ask some other questions
as well. They have to do with the
country’s justice system.

How can a high-profile case that
dragged in a prime minister, linger
on, evade closure, for nearly two
decades? Why has there been such
inconsistent follow-through, with
so few questions asked, on the leads
unearthed from time to time,
mostly by the investigative media?
‘Why were governments, even non-
Congress ones, non-serious about
taking this case forward and why
did a supposedly independent judi-
cial process allow governments to
get away with their deliberate inac-
tion? Who is responsible for the
several reputations sullied by the
innuendo industry that sprang up
around the case, meanwhile? The
high-profile corruption case could
have been the opportunity to re-
new faith in the system. It is, in-
stead, the metaphor for a state in
which the onus is ever on politics
to prove its innocence.
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* Centre allows de-freezing of
Quattrocchl accounts in UK

NEW DELH], Jan 11. — In a
surprise move presaging far-
reaching political consequences
for the government and the
Congress, New Delhi is reported
to have allowed British courts to
de-freeze the bank accounts of
Ottavio Quattrocchi, the Italian
businessman who was allegedly
a prime beneficiary of the
Bofors deal pay-offs.

A private TV channel, CNN-
IBN, which broke the story,
quoted “sources” to say that
Additional Solicitor-General Mr
B Dutta visited the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) on 22
December 2005, allegedly de-
freeze two accounts in BSI AG
Bank in London. The accounts
belong to Quattrocchi, who cur-
rently lives in Italy.

Mr Dutta met two officials at
the CPS - Mr Stephen Helman
and Mr Shane Naniappan - and
told them that there was no case
against Bofors in India and aiso
that there was no evidence
against Quattrochi, the TV
channel said, adding that the
CPS had officially confirmed

(A r\'\\
\
this” \

The Congress spokesperson,
Ms Jayanti Natarajan, told the
TV channel from Chennai that
the reported development
would affect neither the
Congress or the government.

She repeated the party’s oft-
voiced plea that nothing had
been proved against anyone in
the Congress in the dispute. “It
has been flogged to death,” she
said and refused to be drawn
into the alleged links between
Quattrocchi and the Gandhi
family.

The BIP’s Mr Arun Jaitley
said the Congress could not
wash its hands of the issue as
Quattrocchi was known to have
very cordial relations with the
Gandhi family. The BIP
spokesman, Mr  Prakash
Javadekar, told The Statesman
from Mumbai that he would
have to study the matter to give
his reaction. He, however, said it
was a big issue and the party
would formuiate plan of action
to pressure the Congress and the
UPA government.

A British court ordered in July
2003 that the two accounts -

5AS51 51516L and 5AS5151516M
~ with BST AG Bank, London,
containing Euros 3 and 1 million
respectively would continue to
remain frozen. The Italian busi-
nessman unsuccessfully
appealed against the freeze in
various courts.

The Court of Appeal in UK,
which is part of the Supreme
Court of Judicature, upheld the
High Court’s order, dismissing
Quattrocchi’s petition with a
cost of £38,460 to be paid to the
prosecution out of the frozen
funds.

The Crown Prosecution
Service of Britain, which was
arguing the case on behalf of the
CBI, has informed the British
High Court of the decision of
the agency.

The prosecution had argued
that the money could not be
released as there was an imme-
diate need to probe its source
following a CBI allegation that it
was part of the payment that
Quattrocchi got from Bofors.
Following this, the CBI had also
sought Letters Rogatory for
Bahamas to ascertain the route
of the money.
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NEW DELHL: Evidence has emerged
that poor cominunication and
bureaucratic deays might have
resulted in the squandering of an
| opportunity to pre-empt the De-
| cember 28, 20085 terrorist attack
! on the Indian (nstitute of Sci-
I ence, Bangalore.

I Sources told The Hindu that
j an identification document, is-
i sued by the Election Commis-
sion, belonging to Mohammad
i Ashraf Paddar, a schoolteacher
| from Jammu end Kashmir, de-
tained on susplclon of having
participated irc the attack, was
found outside a military facility
in Bangalore o1 September 5.

Concerned at a possible ter-
10rist strike on their premises,
Army authorities promptly for-
warded the card to the Police
Commissioner, asking for verifi-
cation of his antecedents.

The Bangalore police officials,
i however, forwarded this request
I to the Jammu and Kashmir po-
| lice, through the Intelligence
Bureau, on December 29, more
| than three months after the card
was discovered.

Jammu and Kashmir police
officials, contacted by The
Hindu, said their Bangalore
counterparts’ failure to follow
the common-sense procedure —
of phoning Srinagar for verifica-
tion of the document — high-
lighted sericus problems in the
functioning of the force. “We get
calls several times a week from
our colleagues in other States,” a
senior official said, “and teams
often visit us for follow-up in-
vestigation. The Bangalore po-

Praveen Swamx ‘
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Warning wasted
in Bangalore o

l ce couﬁi have just pic ed up the
phone or put someone on a
flight.”

The Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice authorities say they are still
unsure whether Paddar visited
Bangalore in the weeks before the
attack or whether the card was
used by another individual with
or without his consent. Paddar
reported the loss of his card, is-
sued just before the 2002 As-
sembly elections, soon after he
obtained it. In 2003, he applied
for and received a fresh card from
the Election Commission.

With no record of his involve-
ment in terrorism, Paddar is an
unlikely suspect. The Jammuand
Kashmir police say his brother
was murdered by terrorists some
years ago. However, investigators
say Paddar has given a number of
contradictory statements that
have fuelled suspicion of his pos-
sible role in the Bangalore attack.
For example, Paddar first said he
had not travelled outside the
State in years but then admitted
to visiting Shimla in Himachal
Pradesh some months ago.

Whether or not Paddar was in-
volvedinthe attack, sources close
tothe investigation seemincreas-
ingly convinced that the assauit
rifles and grenades used in the
Bangalore strike were transport-
ed from Jammu and Kashmir, Lo-
cal Lashkar-e-Taiba operatives
are thought to have made ar-
rangements to transport and har-
bour an assault unit from Jammu
and Kashmir but they did not par-
ticipate in the attack. News that
Paddar’s card was found outside a
militaryfacility means it may also
be considered a target. ‘



§uspected LeT

operative held
for 11Sc attack

9-D4 N

»wvt, -~

Abdul thman nabbed in Andhra Pradesh

Staff Reporter Ho

BANGALORE: The Bangalore police
claim to have achieved a break-
through in the probe into the at-
tack on the Indian Institute of
Science (I1Sc) by arresting Abdul
Rehman, said to be the chief of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba’s (LeT) “vi-
olent operations in south India.”

Police Commissioner Ajai Ku-
mar Singh told presspersons on
Tuesday that a team from the
city arrested Rehman (35) in
Nalgonda, Andhra Pradesh, on
January 1. The police have not
seized any arms and ammuni-
tion from him.

The police are yet to ascertain
Rehman’s role in the attack. An
Indian national and resident of
Nalgonda, he had been in Saudi
Arabia for the past few years and
was visiting India frequently. A
businessman, he occupied a top
position in the LeT hierarchy,
Mr. Singh said.

Asked whether Rehman mas-
terminded the artack and wheth-
er he was in Bangalore that day
(December 28, 2005), Mr. Singh
said: “His arrest indicates that
we have some information that
he is connected with the inci-
dent.” Rehman was brought here
on Tuesduy morning and a court
remanded him to police custody
for 14 days.

Sources in the city police told
The Hindu that Rehman was
recruiting cadres in south India
and provided funds to the Lash-
kar from Saudi Arabia. Intelli-
gence Bureau inputs led to his
arrest. An IB team would soon
come here to question him.,

The police are yet to ascertain
whether Rehman was involved

Tr. kDU

o Bangalore court remands
him to police custody

» Rehman was in Saudi
Arabia in the past few
years

o He may be subjected to
narco-analysis test

in the attack on the Task Force
Office in Hyderabad. “I spoke to
the Hyderabad Police Commis-
sioner today in this regard,” Mr.
Singh said.

To a question, he said investi-
gations alone would reveal
whether the attack on the IISc
was part of a larger conspiracy
and whether the LeT planned to
carry out similar attacks in Ban-
galore. “As Rehman has strong
connections with the LeT, his ar-
rest will deter the outfit from
carrying out further attacks, if it
had planned any.”

He had several aliases, and the
police were verifying his pass-
port. Mr. Singh refused to re-
lease Rehman’s photograph to
the media, saying this could
hamper investigation.

The. police team, which re-
turned™ frorit  Myderabad;~-had -
“very useful background materi-
al,” he said, If necessary, Reh-
man would be subjected to
narco-analysis and other tests.

Mr. Singh denied reports in a
section of the media that some
foreign and north Indian stu-
dents here had been picked up
for questioning. “We have not ar-
rested anyone other than Reh-
man, and reports that students
are under a scanner are false.”
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IISc attack: »
no arrests yet
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Police receiving calls from public following

Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: A day after the Ban-
galore police released a comput-
er-generated portrait of the
suspect involved in the attack at
the Indian Institute of Science
(11Sc) here, the public have been
making calls to them providing
details of  similar-looking
persons.

Police Commissioner Ajai Ku-
mar Singh told presspersons on
Saturday that he himself had re-
ceived two calls. “They told me
that a person similar to the sus-
pect was found in a restaurant. 1
have alerted the officer in charge
of the area” But he refused to
specify the area.

Mr. Singh said the police had
not arrested anyone in connec-
tion with Wednesday’s attack, in
which a scientist was killed and
four others were injured.

Sources in the city police told
The Hindu that on Friday they
questioned a man but found him
innocent.

Mr. Singh said ballistic ex-
perts opined that all 42 bullets
recovered from the 1ISc campus
were fired from the AK-56 as-
sault rifle, which was found on
the scene.

Police working on leads

. The police were working on

different leads. “Tam in constant
touch with my counterparts in
Delhi, Hyderabad, Rajasthan
and Jammu and Kashmir. We
are yet to get a definite clue to
the group involved in the at-
| tack,” Mr. Singh said.
I The sources said a team, led
|by Deputy Commissioner
’ (Crime) M.D. Basannavar, now
| in Hyderabad, was exchanging
| information with the police
there. The Hyderabad police had
arrested  three suspected
terrorists.

Meanwhile, Bangalore city
has been put on high zlert in the

|
\
|
i
i
|
i

Rt T ) ad

5% e

g 2T Y

NG N

release of the portrait

o No clues yet to identity
of attackers

o Police team exchanging
information in Hyderabad

o High alert in Bangalore

» Cabinet discusses
security lapse

o Shivraj Patil makes
enquiries

wake of the attack at the IISc.
and threats that explosions
would be triggered at the Chief
Minister’s residence and adjoin-
ing Hotel Grand Ashok on Sat-
urday night.

Security has been stepped up
at the Chief Minister’s official
residence, ‘Anugraha,” and the
hotel.

The Chief Minister’s resi-
dence, which is normally crowd-
ed, was almost deserted on
Saturday. The police screened
vehicles and people in the area.

Massive deployment

In all, 4,000 civil policemen,
50 platoons of the Karnataka
State Reserve Police and three
Quick Reaction Teams of the Ar-
my have been deployed in the
city.

The services of mine and
bomb detection squads and ca-
nine squads are also being used.

The Karnataka Cabinet dis-
cussed the security lapse at the
11Sc. Chief Minister N. Dharam
Singh instructed the police to
tighten security for internation-
al seminars such as the one the
institute hosted.

Union Home Minister Shivraj
Patil, who enquired of the State
Government about the attack,
was informed that there were no
clues yet to the assailants.
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