Two quit Knowledge Commission

Support affirmative action as opposed to numerical quotas Ho'l ) 7{1;”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Two members of the
National Knowledge Commis-
sion, set up by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh last year, re-
signed on Monday in protest
against the Centre’s reservation
policy.

While putting in their papers,
sociologist Andre Beteille and
political scientist Pratap Bhanu
Mehta placed on record their
support for affirmative action as
opposed to numerical quotas.

The two were among the sixin
the eight-member Knowledge
Commission who felt that the
status quo ought to be main-
tained and the existing policy of
reservation should not be ex-
tended to Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) till alternatives
were explored. The Commission
formally discussed the reserva-
tion policy at arecent meeting in
Bangalore and apprised the
Prime Minister individually
about their respective positions.
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‘o “Not-enough being done to genuinely empower

marginalised groups”

e “Status quo should be maintained till better alternatives

are explored”

Dr. Beteille (Professor Emer-
itus of Sociology at the Delhi
University) and Dr. Mehta
(Chief Executive at the Centre
for Policy Research) submitted
their resignation letters to the
Prime Minister stating that in
the light of recent announce-
ments by the Government in the
realm of higher education, their
continuation would serve no
useful purpose.

Dr. Beteille told reporters lat-
er that he favoured affirmative
action. “Though slow to bear
fruit, affirmative action makes
universities truly inclusive while
quotas merely queer the pitch.”
He questioned the process by
which the Government was im-
posing quotas on institutions

such as the Indian Institutes of
Technology without consulting
their directors.

In his letter, Dr. Mehta said
more radical forms of affirma-
tive action than numerically
mandated quotas were needed
to achieve social justice. “We are
not doing enough to genuinely
empower marginalised groups
but are offering condescending
palliatives like quotas as substi-
tute. All the measures currently
under discussion are to defuse
the agitation, not to lay the foun-
dations for a vibrant education
system.”

He opposed the “one size fits
all” approach where the Govern-
ment is trying to impose a uni-
form policy on all types of

-
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educational institutions. Critical
of the manner in which educa- |:
tional institutions are turned in-
to the private playthings of
politicians, he likened the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment’s bid to extend reservation
to OBCs in education to the pre-

vious Government’s “instru-
mental use of educational
institutions for ideological
purposes”.

According to Dr. Mehta, “in-
stead of finding imaginative so- 1
lutions to allow us to transcend '
our own despicable history of in-
equity, your Government is en-
suring that we remain entrapped
in the caste paradigm.”
Reiterating the Knowledge
Commission’s position that a
Knowledge Society should be a
“socially inclusive society”, he
said the measures being pro-
posed by the Government would |
“inhibit achieving both social |
justice and economic |
well-being.” ;
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‘Can’timplement OBC'
quota at oneg

u\. u_

WHAT lIMs WANT

Seethalakshmi S ) r
& Mathang Seshagirl | Ty

Bangalore: In a major setback to over-
sight committee’s move to implement
27% OBC quota at the premier Indi-
an Institutes of Management (IIM)
from 2007-'08, directors of six IIMs
have thrown up their hands saying it
would be practically impossible to im-
plement the quota at one go.

The directors of all IIMs who met
twice—in Chennai and Bangalore—
on the quota issue have told the core
group on management institutions
chairman Samuel Paul that their
plates are full and it would be unre-
alistic to launch reservation for OBCs
on full scale from next June.

“To implement 27% reservations,
TIMs will have to increase the intake
by 54%. Given the shortage of facul-
ty and inadequate infrastructure, none
of the IIMs can handle this extent of
expansion in just one year. We must
stagger the implementation, if qual-
ity is not to be compromised. The pre-
ferred option would be to implement
it in a modest way;” Paul, former IIM-
A director, who heads the core group
on management schools, told TOIL.

If IIM-A has no land to even build
a shed, IIM-Kozhikode has a peculiar
problem. The IM-K director has told
the core group that as the institute is
located in a hilly region, finding a con-
tractor isdifficult. The situation is grim
even on the faculty front. While the pre-

® Staggered quota implementation

@ Increase in retirement age from
62 to 65

® No insistence on PhD for faculty
in accounting, finance, marketing

® Freedom for board of governors
to take own decisions

® More IIMs rather than burdening
existing ones

mier B-schools are struggling to fill
even the sanctioned posts due to lack
of qualified faculty, each ITM will have
to recruit 23 additional faculty if the
quota will have to be implemented.
“This scale of recruitment has nev-
er happened in any of the IMs. Each
institute recruits only about 5-6 fac-
ulty every year, but finding 23 pro-
fessors will not only result in intense
competition among the IIMs but may

- - -

0: IIMs

also lead to poaching,” Paul said.

All TIM directors want the Centre
to relax various norms to overcome
limitations in implementing the quo-
ta plan. IIMs have suggested that their
respective Board of Governors should
be authorised to take final decisions
on matters relating to recruitment,
faculty compensation and capacity
building to beat delay in getting gov-
ernment clearances.

“To attract good faculty you need
to offer attractive salary IIMs have
not been able to offer good compen-
sation since they are bound by the
Pay Cammission. The directors have
suggested that the retirement age
should be relaxed from 62 to 65 years.
Even during recruitment, the exist-
ing rules insist that the faculty has to
be a Ph.D. In the areas of accounting,
finance and marketing it is difficult
to find a faculty with a Ph.D. In these
areas a good chartered accountant
may be appointed,” Paul said.

Though a final meeting of IIM di-
rectors to finalise their recommen-
dations is scheduled for next week,
Paul feels the entire exercise would
be futile if the Brand IIM suffers due
to quota. “There is immense pressure
on IIMs to implement quota because
the intake is limited and pay packets
are the best in the country. The gov-
ernment has to ensure that the brand
is not destroyed while implementing
reservations. If there is no brand, no
body gains—including the OBCs.”

—



Quotas a

5 ‘must”

says Mel\a
Kumar

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AS THE debate onreserva-
tions for backward classes in |
higher education continues,
Social Justice and Empower-
ment Minister Meira Kumar
today szid such quotas were
“a must for the development
of the country”.

She explained that the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and other marginalised
sections of society had limited
access to higher education.

Speaking at a function to fe-
licitate SC students awarded
scholarships to study abroad,
she asserted that the back-
ward classes “had been and

‘Backward classes
are suffering
non-availability
of opportunity’

still are denied even the right
to education”.

The minister said talent was
not the monopoly of any par-
ticular group; the percentage
of students to whom higher
education was available or
who can afford it is not in line
with expectations.

More than the lack of talent
and capability, students from
marginalised sections faced
the problem of “non-availabil-
ity of opportunity”, she said.

This view is shared by many
people, she said and recalled
the endorsement by 22 top in-
dustrial houses of the view
that there 1s a need to provide
greater economic opportuni-
ties for the disadvantaged. -




“We are trying to build an inclusive society”

M. Veerappa Moily, chairman of the Oversight Committee for impl»ementation of 27 per
cent reservation for OBCs in central educational institutions, discusses the tasks before
him. Excerpts from an interview in New Delhi:

Anita Joshua

There is confusion over the mandate of the
Oversight Committee, particularly vis-a-vis
State Universities and private colleges. The
initial impression was that the Committee
will monitor implementation of 27 per cent
reservation for Other Backward Classes
(0BCs) in central educational institutions
only. So what is your mandate?

The reference to our Committee is imple-
mentation of 27 per cent reservation for
OBCs in institutes of higher learning which
covers everything: Institutions coming un-
der the Central Act, institutions coming un-
der the State Acts, including private and
deemed. Our second mandate is to assess
additional infrastructure and other require-
ments for increasing the overall availability
of seats to alevel so that the present number
of seats available to the general category
students does not decline. To enable us to
get inputs on infrastructure and faculty re-
quirements, five sub-committees have been
appointed. Even the terms of reference for
these sub-committees have been prescribed
by the Government. The idea is to have ex-
pansion, inclusion, and excellence. And, to
utilise this opportunity to build a knowledge
society. We are trying to build an inclusive
society; the idea is not to exclude anybody
but include everybody.

Did you at any point suggest that 0BC
reservation should be staggered and
introduced only in the Indian Institutes of
Technology, the Indian Institutes of
Management, and the All india Institute of
Medical Sciences in 2007-08?

No. Qur mandate is very clear on this.
OBC reservation will have to be introduced
in all central educational institutions from
the next academic year and intake will also
have to increase accordingly ... there is no
‘confusion on this. It is because time is at a
premium that we have asked the five sub-
groups to give us inputs for submitting ai®
interim report to the Government by July 10
to take advance action by way of financial
sanctions, administrative sanctions, faculty
increase.

Time is running out. We have to workon a
war footing, At the same time we cannot
sacrifice the merit environment in these in-
stitutions. We have a big task. As of today, it
may look quite difficult and impossible. It is
not a question of whether it is possible to
implement it by next year or not. We have to
make it possible.

Does the Oversight Committee have the
mandate to decide for State Universities
since education is a State subject?

Yes, that is\fe mandate of the 93rd Con-
stitution Amendment. Agreed, States have
to bring out their own laws as per the 93rd
Amendment but we can work out the pack-
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Veerappa Moily: “Education is a great weapon in the hands of the people. It

is the key to prosperity.” ~ PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

’

ages, give suggestions ... Of course, the ulti-
mate decision will be theirs. .

Did you ask the Human Resource
Development Ministry to finalise the
enabling legisfation to operationalise the
93rd Amendment in Central educational

. institutions only after consultations with

]

the Oversight Committee?

The Bill is the prerogative of the Govern-
ment and Parliament. It is not part of the
mandate of the Committee. The inputs of
the Committee may be useful for the imple-
mentation of the Bill. The Committee has
not asked for a copy of the draft legislation as
is being made out.

Has it been referred to you?
No.

There are reports of differences within the
Committee.

It is only a media creation. All decisions
will be taken unanimously.

There is an impression that the Oversight
Committee is exceeding its mandate.

Unnecessary confusion is being created.
Our mandate is very clear. The only thing I
have added is using this increase in funding
to build a knowledge society through this
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process. After all, only eight per cent of Indi-

ans have access to tertiary education while it -

is about 25 per cent in developing countries.
And, in advanced countries the access rate is
in the vicinity of 85 per cent. China has an
access rate of 65 to 70 per cent. How can we
build a knowledge society with such low
enrolment? If you don’t build a knowledge
society, how do you realise the Indian dream
to become a superpower?

So, let us make the best of this opportuni-
ty where we have a reform-minded Prime
Minister and a social justice champion like
Arjun Singh. With all of them there, this is
the best environment to build a knowledge
society. But, it has to be inclusive, not ex-
cluding any section of society.

You have been talking consistently about a
knowledge society. But, the Knowledge
Commission set up by the Prime Minister to
build a knowledge society is against
extending reservation to any section of
society in its present form.

That may be so, but we are of the view that
the increase in spending on higher educa-
tion to provide OBC reservation without af-
fecting the general category can be used t
build a knowledge society. However,” a
knowledge society cannot be built l:ry,eﬁclud—
ing a large section of the people,They will

7

aye to be empowered. They will have to get
«fi entry to institutions of higher learning.
We spend only 0.37 per cent of the GDP on
higher education. With the money that will
be made available to provide OBC reserva-
tion, we can definitely work towards a
knowledge society. We are using this as a
window of opportunity for generating a
large pool of technical and professional
manpower. Today, only a couple of our in-
stitutions enjoy abrand equity. The ideais to
increase their number.

There is a fear that increase in intake will
dilute the quality of education.

Why do you forget that Nalanda and Taxi-
la universities used to have 10,000 to 15,000
students on one campus? Why are we shying
away from increasing intake? [The] Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology has
5,000 students on one campus. We do not
have so many students in all our Indian
Institutes of Technology put together.

You have been talking about innovative
measures. What are they?

Many options are under consideration in-
cluding changing the student-teacher ratio.
We have a traditional approach. Our mind-
sets are blocked. Unless you put the premier
institutions on the fast track of accelerated
development, it will take us another 100
years to come up to the level of even devel-
oping countries. Our target was to increase
enrolment in higher education to 10 per cent
in the Tenth Five Year Plan but we are at

" eight per cent.

Faculty shortage is a big concern.

We want to get over these apprehensions.
Faculty shortage is because pay packages are
not attractive. We must have a new look at
all these issues.

Does this mean teacher salaries may go up?

Possibly. Education should be given top
priority. Poverty can be eradicated by pro-
viding education, which is a great weapon in
the hands of the people. Education is the key
to prosperity.

The creamy layer issue: Will you be looking
intoit?

That is an issue relating to the policy of
the Government. [The] Oversight Commit-
tee does not have a mandate to look into it.
At best, we may fine-tune the policy of the
Government to make it acceptable to the
people.

Though you maintain that the task ahead is
possible, you concede that it is onerous.
What are the greatest hurdles?

Mindset. We refuse to think out of the

o~ box. Revolutionary thinking will have to be

introduced. Nothing is impossible in these
days of technology. Once the mindset is lib-
erated, we will be on our way.
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Much ado about reservation

Social justice can be ensured by rearranging the starting blacks rather than interfering with the race. This is the method
adopted by INU, where the underprivileged are gjipvyed some grace marks while competing with others, says U R Bhat

HE recent agitation by medical ;

students against the 27 % reser-

vation for other backward class- )
es in institutes of higher learn-

ing has evoked strong reactions from
both sides of the reservation fence. Giv-
en the fact that the agitating students
were able to sustain the protests for al-
most three weeks till the intervention of
the Supreme Court, it is worth examin-
ing the issues at hand in some detail
from an economic standpoint.

India has been living with reserva-
tions of various hues for well over five
decades now, though the founding fa-
thers of the Constitution envisaged its ef-
fective implementation in one decade.
Economic theory suggests that any ex-
emption or immunity from the forces of
supply and demand comes at significant
costs to society and consumers. Hence
they should only be granted after a full
examination of the costs in terms of sac-
rificed consumer welfare and with pro-
cedural safeguards and sunset provisions
designed to force a pointed re-examina-
tion of the exemption or immunity. In a
secular India, conferring privileges based
on religion, region or caste has 1o be a
well-articulated exception because this
is at variance with the constitutional
guarantee of equality for all citizens.

Instead of endlessly debating about
emotionalissues like setting right the his-
torical injustices committed by the upper
castes, or by the East India Company or
by the myriad plunderers and invaders of
the country over several millennia, it is
time we drew a line and started living in
the present to try to carve out a bright fu-
ture for the citizens of the country irre-
spective of religion, region, caste or gen-
der. The perpetuation of caste-based
reservations and the expansion of its
scope, needlessly continues to keep soci-
ety divided on caste lines when in large
parts of urban India, dass is more of an is-
sue than caste. Given that the basis of the
government intervention in this regard is
justifiably to give better opportunities to
the underprivileged amongst us, an eco-
nomic criterion is a neutral and less divi-

P

al

sive parameter to adopt than the criterion
of caste. It can be no one’s argument that
a well to do person trom the backward
caste needs reservation at the cost of an
economically backward person from the
upper caste.

A prominent software czar confessed a
few years ago that he met every chief
minister of the country with a proposal
through his Foundation 10 help ensure
thatthe amount spent on elementary ed-
ucation by the state is well utilised. The
Foundation facilitates, at considerable
cost to itself, improvement in the quality
of teaching and ensures that students are
motivated to attend schools by making
learning fun. It is a sad commentary on
the state of our politics that none except
three CMs — those of Anidhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh, all of
whom are now ex-CMs —were interest-
ed in his proposal, possibly because the
Foundation would not tolerate any leak-
ages in the system. The much-bandied
concern of politicians across the political
spectrum to social upliftment is thus, pos-
sibly, not even skin deep.

Kenneth Arrow, the youngest econ-

SASIKUMAR

omist to win the Nobel prize, studied
the question of reconciling social justice
and economic efficiency and came out
with the interesting conclusion that
while all perfect markets are efficient,
all efficient outcomes can be achieved
using a competitive market, by adjust-
ing the starting position.

THIS is exactly the logic of handicap
in golf where participants with dif-
ferent skili levels can play on an equal
footing by adjusting the normative
number of strokes to complete the
course. By extrapolating Arrow’s theo-
rem, the social justice issue can be ele-
gantly addressed by rearranging the
starting blocks rather than inierfering
with the race. This is the method that is
reportedly adopted by Jawaharlal
Nehru University, where the underpriv-
ileged applicants are allowed some grace
marks while competing with ailiers on
an otherwise equal footing. The guan-
tum of grace marks and thc required
sunset provisions would however need
to be fine-tuned by a team of experts.

It is useful to recall that the success in

the field of information technology tha
the nation is justifiably proud ofis cssen-
tially a private sector creation with min -
imal government interference. The ba-
sic computing skills have been imparicd
to tens of thousands of young men and
women by the myriad computer train-
ing institutes and colleges in the private
sector without a role for reservations o
any kind. The same is the case with oth-
er professions like chartered accotnu-
ant, cost accountant, company secre-
tary, etc. Given the poor implementa-
tion track record of the government, it
would be worth freeing up higher edu
cation forinvestment by the private sec
tor, with a competent regulator w en-
force high enough standards, while us-
ing the higher education budger 1o
award scholarships to the needy — both
for gaining admission to these institutes.
as also for studying at these institutes —-
based on transparent economic criteria.
The culture of shortages that is the
prime cause of the problem would be
best left to the private sectar to tackle as
has been successfully done in the tele-
com sector over the last decade.

Over the past 15 years of reform, you-
ng Indians have seen the difference refo-
rms have made to the well being of large
sections of sodety. The young are plainly
disillusioned by the divisive vote bank
politics practiced by crafty politicians
across the political spectrum. They seem
to be seeking deliverance from the clutc-
hes of this brand of politics and are no do-
ubt reposing immense faith on a scholar
PM and a scientist President who can cer-
tainly see through this cruel game ol
vote-bank politics and quota gouging.
The fact that after 39 years of Independe-
nce, children in India have an oppori-
unity to get educated only on the basis o
the community their parents belong to, i
a sad reflection of the evolution of politics
in India. It is time for some bold measures
to capture the historical opportunity fo
deliverance from caste-based divisions 1o
a more just society based on an equal op-
portunity to both the haves and the
have-nots on simple economic ¢riteria




‘Govt mulling
‘;increase
in SC quota’

Ministry Considering Hike In
Percentage From 15 to 16.23

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: In a move that
might fuel another round of
anti-quota protests, the min-
istry of social justice and em-
powerment has announced
that it is “favourably” consid-
ering raising reservations for
Scheduled Castes from the ex-
isting 15 per cent to 16.23 per
cent, following the increase in
their population.

Social justice and empow-
erment minister Meira Kumar
said her ministry also wanted
the children of dalit women
who married out of their caste
to get reservation benefits to
ensure gender equality.

“We should increase the
quantum of reservation for
the SC in the wake of the in-
crease in their population,”
Kumar said, adding that, “It
was necessary as the 2001 Cen-
sus had put the dalit share of
population at 16.23 per cent, as
against 15 per cent in the 1961
Census.” Besides the increase
in population, Kumar said as
many as 68 more castes and
one religion — Buddhism —
i have been included in the SC
: category, resulting in an in-
crease in numbers. “Therefore,
it is justifiable to hike reser-
vation for the SC.”

Sources said the ministry
was working in this regard. In
fact, a draft proposal for the
same points out that the quota,
pegged at 12.5 per cent in 1953,
' wasraisedto 15 per cent in 1970
in light of the 1961 Census. The
existing quota stands close to
the limit at 49.5 per cent — 15
per cent for SC, 7.5 per cent

*, Scheduled Tribes and 27 per-

i centfor OBCs, and the ceiling

i of 50 per cent set by the

i supreme court would be

i breached if the proposal was

i accepted.

Referring to gender equal-
: ity Kumar said, “There should
: not be gender discrimination.
" Inasocial system, government
should also have the right to
include the mother’s name.

NUMBER GAME

é it's necessary as
the 2001 Census
had put the dalit
number at 16.23%,
as against 15% in
the 1961 Census ¥

Meira Kumar | MINISTER

“That is also what I am con-
sidering,” she said when asked
if the government planned to
provide SC status to children
of dalit women married out-
side their caste.

To a specific question
whether the social justice min-
istry is considering the setting
up of a committee to ascertain
the status of dalits, on the lines
of the Sachar Committee on
the social, educational and eco-
nomic status of minorities, she
said there is already a com-
mittee on dalit affairs ap-
pointed by the Prime Minister.

The 15-member panel head-sm
ed by defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee is likely to submit
by October its report on the ed-
ucational, social and econom-
ic status of dalits in the coun-
try as well as measures to be
taken by the government for
their all-round development.

Kumar, who admitted her
ministry had issued directions
to NGOs aided by it to follow
reservation rules for SCs, STs,
OBCs and physically chal-
lenged, said she was satisfied
with the response from NGOs
on this count but had given
more time to them to employ
people from these sections.
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Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD: The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) urged the
Union Government to strengthen
the infrastructure in Central edu-
cational institutions before intro-
ducing the 27 per cent reservation
for OBCs from 2007. The party
also sought a commensurate in-
crease in the number of seats in
these institutions so that the
share of the general category
would not suffer.

During the CPI (M)’s Central
Committee meeting here on Fri-
day, a resolution was passed, urg-
ing the Government to ensure
that the benefits of reservation re-
ached the needy sections.

CPI (M) Polit Bureau member
Sitaram Yechury suggested that
the Government utilise the reve-

w200

“Quota: CPI(M) lays G o
stress on infrastructure

Also seeks a commensurate increase in number of seats

nue geperated from the education
cess to fund the expansion pro:
gramme, estimated to cost
around Rs. 7,800 crore. “There is
no dearth of resources if the Gov-
ernment wants to expand infras-
tructure,” he said.

The Central Committee mem-
bers wanted the Government to
introduce legal means to bring
private educational institutions
under social control. An enabling
legislation, covering aspects like
teachers’ salary structure, curri-
culum and fee structure, should
be passed, empowering State
Governments to regulate admis-
sions and fee structure in private
higher educational institutions
and professional colleges.

“Unless this is done, a large
number of students belonging to
all communities will be deprived

¥

v©

of their legitimate right to educa-
tion because of the exorbitant fee
and admissions disregarding
merit,” Mr. Yechury said.

Deora faulted

The committee faulted Union
Petroleum Minister Murli Deora
for defending his statement seek-
ing the States to change their tax
rates to absorb the recent petrol
price hike.

The members said it was not
proper to compare the revenues
generated by the Centre with
those of the States through the
sale of petroleum products. While
the Centre’s share in the total rev-
enue of Rs. 1.23 lakh crores gener-
ated through taxes on petroleum
products was Rs. 92,000 crores
that of the 28 States put together
was Rs. 30,000 crores.
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Can Arjun S%)\(éh' be allowed to all alone%

successfully challenge intelligent liberalismy

HE reality of this govern-

I ment’s brave new world of

higher education, as reported
this by this newspaper yesterday,
should give pause to even those who
have argued that 27 per cent addi-
tional reservation is a blow for social
Jjustice. Take the Tata Institute for
Fundamental Research, a seriously
world class institution that attracts
global scientific talent and which
figures in Arjun Singh’s 100-plus
list. Will the TIFR now have to des-
perately try and fill up its quota, re-
structure its cost structure and deal
with UGC bureaucrats, now vested
with greater discretionary powers?
Most probably. In that case, what
will happen to its real agenda: the
search for and nurturing of those
with exceptional aptitude in some of
the most abstruse branches of
science? Even Arjun Singh should
hesitate to answer that things will be
exactly as before.

And the cabinet that Arjun Singh
belongs to must scrutinize his pro-
posed implementation plan of the
27 per cent quota with the knowl-
edge that on them lies the responsi-
bility of not encouraging institu-
tional sabotage in the name of
egalitarianism. Singh has slipped in
dozens more institutions, including

’ N

those that receive no government
aid, under the excuse that their sta-
tus as deemed universities— a sta-
tus that the UGC confers— makes
them ready for direct government
interference. This is bad faith of the
worst kind, especially since it was
never officially indicated that the
extra quota was going to apply to in-
stitutions that are all but private.
For these and other institutions,
Singh’s dictum that admissions
must be fair and transparent could
very possibly mean a debilitating
loss of academic freedom. The
power arrogated to education bu-
reaucrats to check for compliance
and impose penalties for devia-
tions, on the other hand, is reminis-
cent of the licence-permit raj.

Clearly, Singh has decided that
the 27 per cent quota policy is go-
ing to be his answer to liberal poli-
cymaking. The space for liberal
policymaking has been won after a
long political fight that saw intelli-
gent leaders of both the national
parties realize that quality and ef-
ficiency, in most fields, cannot sim-
ply be mandated by fiat. Should a
politician whose personal ambi-
tions far exceeds his political sup-
port base be allowed to so seriously
challenge that?
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Anil Kumar M | TNN ‘

Bangalore: At a time
when the Centre’s OBC
reservation proposal has
ruffled the feathers of the
medical fraternity, Kar-
nataka has quietly initi-
ated the process of a
caste-based census, be-
coming the first state in
the country to start such
a survey. The last caste-
based census in Indiawas
held way back in 1931.
Now, for the first time
in over seven decades,
members of more than
1.8 crore households in
the state will have to pro-
vide information about
their caste in a door-to-
door survey that will com-
mence in October. Once
the data is collected using
different parameters, pop-
ulation of backward
classes will be calculated.
Impressed by the move,
the Centre has provided
Rs 23 crore and asked the

# Karnataka has lined up
a door-to-door survey in
October to know about
the castes of 1.8 crore
households

® Once the data is
collected, population of
backward classes will be
calculated

# Impressed, the Centre
provides Rs 23 crore to
the state and asks it to
complete the census by
2007-end

@ The state conducted a
pilot survey in 30 villages
to find out the loopholes
in the exercise

state to complete the ex-

ercise by 2007-end.

The process was initi-
ated by former deputy
chief minister Siddara-
maiah in his 2005-06 budg-
et for an exclusive survey
of backward classes.
Around Rs 2 crore was
also earmarked for the
i purpose. The Karnataka
: Backward Classes Com-
i mission, entrusted with
: the survey, prepared a

questionnaire and took
up a pilot survey a few
months ago in 30 villages
to find out any loopholes
in the exercise.

The villages covered
included Nelogi (Gulbar-
ga), Siddaramanahundi
(Mysore district), Chan-
napatna (Bangalore ru-
ral), Sandur (Bellary dis-
trict) and others.
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Caste matters in the Indian media

Siddharth Varadarajan

Y FIRST brush with caste preju-
dice in higher education came in
1999, when a group of Dalit stu-
dents from the University College
of Medical Sciences (UCMS) came to see me at
my office in another English newspaper where I
worked at the time as an editorial writer.

The students were residents of the hostel and
had silently borne the brunt of casteist abuse
and discrimination for some time, Whether by
happenstance or design, the Scheduled Caste
students were confined to two floors and not
assigned rooms elsewhere in the building. In the
dining hall, they were forced by the forward
caste majority to sit together at one end. If a
Dalit student sat somewhere else, he would be
abused. “Bloody shaddu,” one of them was told
when he sat amidst others by mistake, “you can-
not eat with us.”

The Dalits put up with this harassment and
humiliation because, as one of their parents told
them, “you have to become a doctor at any cost.”
But the abuse eventually turned to violence and
when one of the students was badly beaten and
another had his room ransacked, they decided to
go on a dharna. This is also when they ended up
in my office.

After hearing them out, I requested the head
of the Metro section to send someone to UCMS
to cover the story. I was promised a reporter
would be sent soon. Several days went by but
nothing appeared. It turned out no reporter was
assigned. I tried again, this time going one notch
higher in the editorial chain-of-command. Again
there was no response, Eventually, I decided to
do the story myself. I spent half-a-day at the
college, interviewed the college authorities, the
students on dharna as well as the general cate-
gory students. One of them admitted reluctantly
to using the slur ‘shaddu’ for the Scheduled
Caste students but only as a ‘pet name’.

I filed the story but it did not appear the next
day or the day after. Nobody ever said the story
was not interesting or not up to scratch but for
some reason space could never be found. The

CARTOONSCAPE

If television and newspaper coverage of the
anti-reservation agitation was indulgent and
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one-sided, the lack of diversity in the b

newsroom is surely a major culprit.

story finally appeared, in a cut and mutilated
form, a full month after the Dalit students began
their dharna. Needless to say, the travails of the
Dalit students at UCMS were not considered
newsworthy enough by other hewspapers or by
any of the news channels.

I'narrate this story because of how it contrasts
with the extraordinary indulgence the national
media showed the nearly month-long anti-res-
ervation agitation of doctors and medical stu-
dents at AIIMS and other colleges. Despite the
24x7 presence of TV cameras, the daily protests
in favour of reservation by ATIMS doctors and
staff under the banner of ‘Medicos Forum for
Equal Opportunities’ were virtually blacked out.
One channel showed the counter-protest last
Sunday only when a ‘citizen journalist’ present-
ed it with footage he had shot. Often, it was
impossible to separate the breathless TV report-
ers from the anti-reservation doctors they were
reporting about. The insensitive and casteist
forms of protest some of them adopted — the
‘symbolic’ sweeping of streets, the shining of
shoes, the singing of songs warning OBCs and
others to ‘remember their place’ (apni aukat
mein rahio’) — were put on air without comment
by the channels. Nobody asked what kind of
doctors these ‘meritorious’ students were likely
to become if they had such contempt towards
more than half the population of India, And in a
media discourse which routinely reports the
protests of the underprivileged only as “traffie

jams” and other disruptions to the “normal” kife.

of the city, the suffering of poor patients as a
result of the AIIMS strike figured largely as a
footnote to the “heroic” struggle the medical
students and junior doctors were waging.
Amidst the hysteria induced by the media
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coverage, no one cared to point out how in-
dulgent the AITMS authorities themselves were
being towards the anti-reservation strike. Earli-
er this year, when a section of doctors concerned
about higher user fees being imposed on poor
patients sought to protest, they were warned of
dire consequences. Under the terms of a High
Court order, no protest or demonstration is per-
mitted within the ATIMS campus. Yet nobody
demurred when the anti-reservation students
occupied the lawns, put up shamianas and cool-
ers and received the “solidarity” of traders, event
managers, and IT employees (whose employers
usually ban their own staff from ever striking
work.)

While there were honourable exceptions —
Outlook, The Hindu, and Frontline among
them, as well as individual reporters in some
newspapers and channels — would the media’s
coverage have been more balanced had there
been a greater degree of caste diversity in the
newsroom and editorial boards of our newspa-
pers and channels? Put another way, in egging
the forward caste students on to oppose any
extension of reservation, were forward caste edi-
tors and reporters reflecting their own personal
impatience with the idea of affirmative action?
Was the media coverage, then, adisplay of trade
unionism by the privileged?

There are no official or industry statistics but
every journalist is aware of the extent to which
forward castes dominate the media. When B.N.
Uniyal surveyed the scene in 1996, he found not
a single Dalit accredited journalist in Delhi. To-
day, the position is unlikely to be much better, At
arecent meeting of Journalists for Democracy, it
was reported that an informal survey had found
that the number of accredited North Indian OBC
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journalists in Delhi was under 10. I myself have
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» counted the number of Muslims with accred-

itation to the Press Information Bureau and they
barely cross the three per cent mark. In Chhat-
tisgarh, a recent attempt to send Tribal journal-
ists on a training programme had to be dropped
because there was none.

One is not saying the absence of Dalit or OBC
journalists is the product of conscious discrimi-
nation though that factor cannot be ruled out.
But the reality of their absence is something the
media must have the courage to acknowledge.

In an ideal world where professionalism is
paramount, the caste or religious affiliation of a
journalist should not matter. But journalism
that has little or no space for the majority of
citizens is bound to end up missing out on the
complexity of the society it seeks to cover. Story
ideas will not be taken up, or if taken up then
covered only from a particular perspective, To
be sure, many of the negative trends so evident
in Indian journalism — the shrinkage of space,
the lack of coverage of rural India or of the
problems of poor Indians, the episodic, frenetic
nature of news, the cult of the Sensex, the preoc-
cupation with trivia and sensationalism — will
not be cured by newspapers and TV channels
hiring more Dalit, OBC, and Muslim journalists.
But greater workplace diversity will certainly
infuse a greater degree of vitality in the news-
room as wider varieties of lived experience in-
trude upon and clash with the largely urban,
rich, forward caste Hindu certitudes of the over-
whelming majority of journalists.

Far from seeing affirmative action as a threat,
India’s media houses should look upon the entry
of Dalit, Tribal, OBC, and Muslim journalists as
an opportunity to broadbase their journalism
and make it more professional and authentic.
Last year, Ankur and Sarai-CSDS provided teen-
agers in the now-demolished slum cluster of
Nangla Machi with computers. The daily diaries
and. fly-sheets they produced even as their
homes were being brought down by bulldozers is
journalism of as high a quality as anyone can find
in India today (Interested readers should visit
http://www.sarai.net/nm.htm). Certainly their
writings tell us more about the reality of “slum
clearance” than any of our TV channels, and in
prose that is better than what one normally gets
to read in our newspapers.

As the OBC and SC-ST youths who want to
become doctors and engineers are saying, merit
is not simply a score that can be bought by
parents who have the money to invest in the
most expensive education for their children. It is
also about the talent that all children have with-
in them regardless of their caste or socio-eco-
nomic background. A society — or an industry
like the media — which does not find a way to tap
that talent will only end up impoverishing itself.
Specifically, media houses must seriously think
about starting internships and training pro-
grammes for Dalit, Tribal, Muslim, and OBC
students interested in becoming journalists.

Reservation, affirmative action, targeted ex-
penditure, and investment are all means of $O-
ciety helping people unlock their inherent
talent. As pro-reservation scholars such as Yo-
gendra Yadav, Satish Deshpande, Purshottam
Aggarwal, and others have argued, the United
Progressive Alliance Government’s current ap-
proach is not necessarily the best one. But by
conducting a shrill campaign and encouraging
forward caste students to launch an ill-con.
ceived agitation, the media themselves fore-
closed the possibility of a rational debate on
what the best way of building an inclusive educa-
tion system really is. When the dust settles, the
media should introspect and ask what they can
do to make society as a whole more inclusive.
Encouraging conversation and not hectoring is
one way. But another is surely to diversify the
newsroom by consciously bringing in those sec-
tions of society who have hitherto been exclud-
ed. There are a million stories out there waiting
to be told. If only we allow the storytellers to do

the telling. /



Countering social discrimination |,

Zoya Hasan

IGHER EDUCATION has grown

enormously since Independence —

from 25 to 348 universities and 700

to 17,625 colleges. From the 1970s
onwards, there has been an escalating demand
for higher education, professional and technical
education in particular, especially for engineer-
ing and medical colleges, and management
schools. But ironically in sharp contrast to the
spiralling growth and demand, six decades after
Independence the opportunities for admission
to these institutions are still largely monopo-
lised by a small privileged section of society. This
points to the persistence of social discrimina-
tion. Students from middle classes and forward
castes traditionally associated with more educa-
tion — making up about 20 per cent of the pop-
ulation — dominate higher education.

The effectiveness of reservation as an instru-
ment to rectify this imbalance might be a matter
of debate. But there is no denying that the Gov-
ernment is well within its rights to provide res-
ervation up to 50 per cent of the total number of
seats in government and aided institutions, The
Constitution provides for additional reservation
for the socially and educationally backward
groups. The reservation for Other Backward
Classes, much like the reservation policy for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, is
premised on the understanding that in a regime
of formal equality and open competition, mem-
bers of a previously victimised group burdened
by accumulated disabilities and disadvantages,
will not be able to compete, and will, in fact, fall
further behind. Preferential treatment can rem-
edy these inequities. This is the rationale behind
the concept of reservation for backward classes.
The Supreme Court has also categorically up-
held this upper limit of 50 per cent for reserva-
tion, in Indira Sawhney vs. the Union of India.

Though there is a deliberate effort to target
Union Minister for Human' Resource Develop-
ment Arjun Singh, suggesting that he was behind
the pushing of quotas solely for the political
benefit of the Congress party, we need to keep in

CARTOONSCAPE

The exclusion of the creamy layer is of the
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essence as it provides a way out of purely group-
based categories of reservation. It is the most
effective way of meeting the demands of social
justice and inclusive education by giving benefits

to the most deserving.

mind that the decision was taken by the political
class as a whole and the 103rd constitutional
amendment was unanimously passed. Besides, a
decision of such significance could only have
been possible with the knowledge and support of
the Congress leadership and the United Progres-
sive Alliance.

As it has turned out, the UPA Coordination
Committee has rightly decided to go ahead with
its inclination to widen the scope of the reserva-
tion policy, despite the pressure of the agitations
and protests. It has now announced that it will
implement the 27 per cent OBC reservation in
Central educational institutions in 2007. In im-
plementing and working out the modalities of
the quota scheme, we need to address three
critical issues that form the crux of the argument
against reservation. The first issue is a basic
question as to whether reservation is indeed the
best way of rectifying inequities. The second is
the issue of whether quotas and academic excel-
lence are fundamentally incompatible, as is sug-
gested in some quarters. Finally, the point as to
whether the OBCs are affluent and therefore do
not deserve reservation.

Almost everybody who is opposed to quotas
claims to favour affirmative action. Starting
from different vantage points, quotas and af-
firmative action converge strikingly in many
ways, both are mechanisms of preferential treat-
ment to facilitate inclusion of disadvantaged
groups. The principal difference is that quotas
are constitutionally mandated, while affirmative
action may not be. Given the persistence of so-

cial discrimination, the question that must be
posed shonld not be confined to the limited
point as to whether preferential treatment must
be in the form of quotas or affirmative action of a
broader scope. Rather, the question should be:
would alternative measures produce the same
outcomes that mandatory quotas produce?
While reservation might not be the best or the
only method of correcting longstanding discrim-
ination, however, it is one of the more workable
and feasible mechanisms for increasing access of
disadvantaged groups to higher education; chief-
Iy because it is transparent, enforceable, and
easy to monitor. In the hysteria generated by the
protests, we must not forget that the Indian
reservation policy has been quite effective and
has produced positive outcomes. For example,
the proportion of Scheduled Caste students in
the seven Indian Institutes of Technology
(2003-02 to 2003-04) is about 9 per cent, which
is below their allocated quota of 15 per cent but
even this would have been hard to achieve in the
absence of quotas. The proportion of OBC grad-
uates, on the other hand, is a mere 8.6 per cent.
So far, with the exception of a few institutions,
such as the Jawaharlal Nehru University, which
has designed an admission policy that gives addi-
tional points for social and regional backward-
ness helping to increase the OBC student intake
to roughly 20 per cent of the student population,
there is verylittle evidence of voluntary schemes
of affirmative action in other institutions of
higher learning. The fact that very few institu-
tions have introduced voluntary measures of
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affirmative action for theZi&advantaged sections
and the continuation of the anti-quota protests
despite the announcement of an increase in the
number of seats in Central educational institu-
tions leads one to the conclusion that the real
issue 5 not affirmative action per sebut hostility
to any policy intervention that sets out fo em-
power the underprivileged and dilute the mo-
nopoly of the privileged in education. That is
why we need reservation for different groups in
higher egucation because the nature of Indian
society ensures that without such measures, so-
cial discrimination and exclusion will persist
and be strengthened.

The second argument is that quotas militate
against academic excellence and will lead to fur-
ther deterioration of academic standards. This
flawed theory is contradicted by the experience
of American universities and the south Indian
experience. As has been pointed out in the ongo-
ing debate, the experience of affirmative action
in American universities has been extremely
positive with no dilution of academic standards.
Likewise, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh, and Kerala have had high levels of quotas
for decades with no evident decline in standards
as compared to north Indian universities. In
fact, it is widely accepted throughout the world
that diversity makes educational institutions
more interesting, and, therefore, adds quality to
education. ‘

The third point that troubles the anti-reserva-
tionists is the issue of economic status and de-
termining who is eligible for reservation. Given
the political momentum behind the policy of
reservation for the OBCs, a shift to an economic
criterion is unlikely; yet, the current controversy
over OBC reservation placed the economic crite-
riaoh the political centre stage once again. There
are two factors here. One is the social composi-
tion of the OBCs and, the second, the definition
of the creamy layer. As distinct from the SCs and
the STs, we must recognise that there is internal
differentiation and intra-group inequality
among the OBCs. The Supreme Court in the
Indira Sawhney vs. the Union of India case ad-
dressed how economic factors should figure in

_ the definition of backwardness, which means

that the government must find ways to disqual-
ify the more advantaged individuals in these
classes and help the truly backward.

Although reservation for the OBCs is neces-
sary, the Government should ensure that it does
not reproduce inequalities within groups that
reservation seeks to remedy between groups.
The creamy layer rules presume that there are
individuals within the group who have the eco-
nomic and political clout to overcome discrimi-
nation and hence it is important to exclude
them. But the rules should allow for a situation
in which a group continues to be an OBC but
individuals within that group are excluded. In
India, both economic and caste criteria are diffi-
cult to apply because of the large informal econ-
omy, and the obfuscation of the economic
criteria on account of corruption. But whatever
the difficulties, we need to evolve criteria that
should exclude the afftuent in the OBC commu-
nities who have atcess to jobs and higher educa-
tion. Creamy layer rules should be more
complex than a simple economic cut-off; it
should include a wide variety of considerations
relating to employment, property, jobs, school-
ing, and access to higher education.

Two major conclusions emerge: The applica-
tion of creamy layer rules aithough complicated
and contentious permits the Government to
consider a combination of factors, both group
and individual, both caste and class, in the defi-
nition of backwardness. Secondly, the exclusion
of the creamy layer is of the essence as it pro-
vides a way out of purely group-based categories
of reservation. It is the most effective way of
meeting the demands of social justice and in-
clusive education by giving benefits to the most
deserving. To allow the undeserving to benefit
from reservation is to deny protection to those
who deserve to be protected.

(The writer is Professor, Centre for Political
Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi,)



Doctors withdraw agitation s- i
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Medical students, however said they would continue the protest against quota proposal

Special Correspondent )((9 \

NEW DELHI: Agitating doctors
called off their 19-day-old strike
on Wednesday evening after the
Supreme Court gave a firm di-
“ective that they resume work or
Zace contempt of court. Medical
students, however, said they
would continue their protest
against the proposed 27 per cent
reservation for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) in higher educa-
tional institutions.

“The right to get treated is in-
separable from the right under
Article 21 of the Constitution.
We required protests, strikes
and demonstrations to be called
off to avoid inconvenience to pa-
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» Those who do not rejoin
work will be served
termination notice:

. .Anbumani ‘

o Health Ministry had
planned to recruit
retired medical
professionals

tients. The damage done to pa-
tients is sometimes
irretrievable, but a strike can be
remedied and issues examined,”
said a vacation Bench of the
Court on Wednesday.

Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister Anbumani Ra-
madoss said he was hopeful that

normality would return to the
hospitals by Thursday. “All
those who join work will not be
penalised but if anyone does not,
termination notice will be issued
against him or her. Disciplinary
action could be taken against
those continuing the stir but this
will be decided later.”

Health services in the Capital
were badly affected owing to the
strike and all efforts to pacify the
doctors and medical students
were in vain. Even the President
and the Prime Minister had as-
sured that the seats in the gener-
al quota would not be affected as
aresult of the reservation.

The agitation spread to most
parts of the country, with doc-

THE Hingi

tors and students demanding a
rollback of the reservation pro-
posal and constitution of a non-
political commission to review
the reservation policy, among
other things. -

The Union Health and Family
Welfare Ministry had planned to
start recruitment of 2,000 med-
ical professionals, mostly re-
tired, for hospitals here. Help

was also sought from the Army |

and railway doctors.

The Ministry was to issue ad-
vertisements for recruitment of
doctors on Saturday. While fresh
recruiters would be made per-
manent, the retired profession-
als would get a year, extendable
for another year.
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Rahul keeps quota
Yo" pot boiling oe, v

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
roiled the already turbulent quota wa-
ters for Congress by a remark which may
encourage anti-quota protesters, but is
likely to give a handle to the its opponents
to beat the ruling party with. In his maid-
en remarks over the quota controversy,
the Amethi MP told reporters in Rae
Bareli, “It is a complex issue, both sides
have their valid points.”

The seemingly middle-of-the road po- -
sition was fraught with the risk of sound- Rahul Gandhi campaigns for his mother
ing like an endorsemer:t of students who in Rae Bareli on Saturday
have taken to the streets to protest the
introduction of OBC quotas in central a weapon in the hands of Mandal veter-
universities and other elite institutions anslike Sharad Yadav who are not known
like IITs and IIMs. It may also be seenas  for missing any opportunity to paint Con-
a clear pointer that a proposed increase gress as pro-upper caste.
in the number of general category seats Congress strategists seemed embar-
(if not in percentage) was a certainty. rassed, but refused to comment. In off-

At least one TV channel also quoted the-record conversations, however, the
the Amethi MP as saying that he would concern over the political gaffe was pal-
like to meet those involved in the protests pable. “He should have steered clear of
which on Saturday appeared to take on it,” said a senior party leader who did not
an all-India dimension. Party strategists wish to be idenitified for obvious reasons.
were aghast at the development, realis-
ing full well that the statement would be  » Cong in damage-control mode, P 8
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‘Anti-quota stir spreads

%

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, May 2: The
emotive issue of enhanced
reservation in institutions of
higher learning saw protests
across the country today
with students taking out ral-
lies in various cities.

The anti-reservation rally
in the Capital, taken out by
hundreds of students of five
medical colleges in the city,
was joined by Delhi
University students as well
as school students.

The medical students,
who have been boycotting
classes for nearly a week
now to protest the reserva-
tion proposal, marched
from the Maulana Azad

< f-C AL
‘Medical College ( C)

towards Jantar Mantar, rais-
ing slogans like Arjun Singh
hai hai and ‘reservation is
no solution’ and carrying
placards like Arjun Singh
wants  another  Rajiv
Goswami’, and ‘Believe in
intelligence, don’t dilute
excellence’

A repeat of the violent
incidents that occurred on
27 April was prevented as a
posse of policemen accom-
panied the protesting stu-
dents. Students in' Delhi
have also launched a signa-
ture campaign, asking peo-
ple to sign on a 50-metre-
long paper sheet which will
be submitted to the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan

(A & g
Singh.

Under the banner of
Youth for Equality, this
protest also had other par-
ticipants who did not
belong to the student com-
munity.

Meanwhile, there was a
sort of a face-off between
the agitating students and
pro-reservation rallyists as
they gathered at the same
venue to hold their demon-
strations. Seeing the anti-
reservation rally heading
towards Jantar Mantar, sev-
eral political party represen-
tatives who were present at
the site to support the cause
of reservation started to
raise slogans in favour of Mr
Arjun Singh's proposal.
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No quota fi I‘/ v

all-India seats

PG medical admissions: reservation will
create practical difficulties this year

J. Venkatesan .

NEW DELHI: The Sup:‘Ane Court
on Friday vacated its interim or-
der directing the Centre to re-
serve 10 per cent of the seats for
the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes candidates un-
der the all-India quota in post-
graduate medical admissions for
2006-2007.

A Bench consisting of Justices
K.G. Balakrishnan, A.R. Laksh-
manan and D.K. Jain accepted
the submissions by Additional
Solicitor-General Gopal Subra-
maniam, who said that this year
should be free of reservation for
the SCs/STs under the 50 per
cent all-India quota. For, such
reservation was not provided for
in the prospectus.

The Bench passed the interim
order on April 24 on a writ pet-
ition filed by 14 doctors chal-

lenging the method of
calculation of seats reserved for
the SCs/STs.

On Friday Mr. Subramaniam
said that as per the earlier apex
court judgment the 50 per cent
all-India quota was exclusive of
reservation. Reservation was
contemplated only under the 50
per cent State quota. Many SC/
ST students did not take the test

e Government alive to its
obligations

o Reservation for SCs/STs
from next year: Centre

for the all-India quota because
there was no reservation. He
said the interim order to provide
10 per cent seats for SC/STs
would create problems.

However,
was conscious of its constitu-
tional obligations to provide res-
ervation for them under the
all-India quota and it would do
so next year.

The petitioners contended
that as per the apex court judg-
ment 50 per cent of the post-
graduate medical seats were
reserved for the all-India quota
and 50 per cent for the State
quota. It was made clear that the
50 per cent all-India quota
would be calculated after de-
ducting the number of seats set
apart for the reserved categories.

But contrary to this judgment,
the admission bulletin for this
year said the SC/ST quota would
be calculated on the basis of the
50 per cent seats available after
deducting the 50 per cent all-
India quota.

06 MAY 7000
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policy scripted
/in caste tense

;o B Political Bureau
NEW DELHI

HE quota debate on Fri-

I day acquired a new politi-

cal dimension with Union
railway minister Lalu Yadav
seeking reservation for the poor
among the upper castes.

The pitch for an upper caste
quota — Mr Yadav said the
quantum of reservation could be
5-10% — can create troubles for
the Congress, aiready facing dif-
ficulties in holding on to what's
left of its upper caste base, as the
railway minister has stepped
forward to become their advo-
cate. Arjun Singh's aggressive
advocacy for additional quota
for the backward castes has seen
the upper castes coming out
strongly against the Congress.

BSP leader Mayawati had
made a similar demand recent-
ly. In a clear atiempt to reach
out to the upper castes, the BSP
leader had said she favoured
quota for poor among the up-
per castes. This was seen as a
move to forge a lethal Dalit-up-
per caste alliance for challeng-
ing the Congress in the cow
belt. On Friday Mr Yadav, too,
appeared to be opting for a sim-
ilar script to woo the upper
castes. The upper castes in Bi-
har had sided with Nitish Ku-
mar, who forged a formidable
non-Yadav OBC-MBC alliance
in the last Assembly elections.

“Thave no objection for provi-
sion of 5-10% reservation to up-
per castes children by amending
the Constitution,” Mr Lalu
Prasad told reporters on the side-
lines of a conference of railway
general managers in the capital.
On the question of reservation
to OBCs, he said the Mandal
Commission, which is in opera-
tion, was clear and this should
be implemented for the OBCs.

“There is already reservation
for the SCs/STs. Mandal Com-
mission, which is being imple-
mented, is very clear in provid-
ing reservation to OBCs. It
should be implemented,” he
said. Mr Yadav’s position reflects

the concern in the government
over projecting the issue as OBC
versus upper castes one. The
Union human resource minis-
ter, who put the issue on the
drawing board, still believes that
backward quota can earn the
Congress political dividends.
Not many in the party are
equally confident as backward
castes are now firmly with par-
ties sponsored by leaders be-
longing to the community.

The Economte Times




"‘DOING GOOD AND DOING WELL

PM stresses

1 balanc

MUMBAIL May 6. — In the
midst of a raging debate-
about reservation in elite
educational institutes, Dr
Manmohan Singh today
-urged a “fair balance”
between equity and excel-
lence in schools and col-
leges.

“I sincerely believe that
we must strike a fair bal-
ance between doing good
and doing well, between
ensuring equity and pursu-
ing excellence. Our govern-
ment will like to see that
each of our institutions of
education and welfare
functions within these
parameters —  be they
schools and colleges or be
they hospitals or municipal
and panchayat organisa-
tions,” the Prime Minister
said in his address at the
convocation of the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
here.

Dr Singh identified man-
power improvement as a
key challenge before the
government. He did not
make any direct comments
on the reservation issue but
his remarks assume signifi-
cance in the context of the
debate raging over the
quotz:policy.

“tr@proving the quality of
manpower in government
programmes is a major
challenge facing us today,”
Dr Singh said, adding that
the non-government sector
too was faced with an
equally important challenge
to improve the quality of
management,

“These groups (NGOs)
add meaning to our democ-
racy and energise civil soci-

Singh at sea

MUMBAI, May 6. —
Breaking from his routine,
the Prime Minister today
witnessed a day and night
war manoeuvre in the
Arabian Sea, off the coast
of Goa, including live long
range surface-to-surface
missile firings and their
interception by anti-mis-
sile systems.

Power packed naval fast
speed missile corvettes
fired their surface-to-sur-
face missiles at dummy
targets and Indian Navy's
Israeli acquired anti-mis-
sile system, Barak,
tracked, intercepted and -
neutralised them, Dr
Singh, Naval Chief
Admiral Arun Prakash
and naval top brass
watched from the deck of
the Indian Navy’s flagship
carrier, INS Viraat, PTI

ety. However, as their size
ard scope increases, they
also need professional man-
agers. Moreover, they also
need people who can take
long-term and a holistic
view of development,” he
remarked.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever, said that interest
groups should balance their
views with (osé of ihe
elected representatives of
the people.

“Interest groups must
also learn to take a wider
view of the imperatives of
development and the work-
ing of democratic institu-
tions,” Dr Singh said.

He said democratic insti-
tutions, despite their faults
and foibles, had stood the
country ir good stead but

Cosls & fLuNic

0N

”f[ -

were in need of constant
repair and rejuvenation.

“Our democratic institu-
tions are warps of our }
nationhood. After 60 years
and several generations,
these institutions of gover-
nance have come fo stay but
they are in need of constant
repair, rejuvenation, revi-
talisation, modernisation
and humanisation,” the
Prime Minister said.

“It is imperative that
wealth creation be done
through honest means and
we have to make sure that
the process of wealth cre-
ation does not neglect the
poor, marginalised and
neglected sections of the
society,” Dr Singh added.

The Prime Minister con-
ferred honorary Doctor of
Literature degrees on social
activist Baba Amte and
industrialist Mr Ratan Tata.
Baba Amte’s son, Vikas,
accepted the degree on his
father’s behalf.

Dr Singh described Baba
Amte and Mr Tata as “the
two most illustrious sons
of India” Students oppos-
ing reservation for OBCs
in educational institutions
today said the government
was concentrating only on
providing queta for stu-
dents while ignoring other
Mandal -Corrisson rec -
ommendations like initiat-
ing land reforms and eco
nomic initiatives,

Participating in a dis-
cussion organised bv
“Youth for Justice’, an anti-
reservation group, in New
Delhi,  students  alleged
that Union HRD minister
Mr  Arjun  Singh  was
indulging in “vote bank
politics”.
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Gonsensus eludes on quotaq

TIM S NEWS NETWORK
z& W
Bangalore: The National
Knowledge Commission,
while in principle agrees
that there could be affir-
mative action on the issue
of quotas in higher educa-
tion, is divided on what
form this affirmative action
should take and how it
should be implemented to
make higher educational in-
stitutions socially inclusive.

Adressing a press con-
ference, NKC Chairperson
Sam Pitroda said a consen-
sus eluded the Commission
on reservation with six of
them not in favour of ex-
tending status guo and two
in favour of extending sta-
tus quo subject to condi-

& The NKC believes that a
~ knowledge society must be
a socially inclusive society
and this social inclusion -
must reflect in the

educational institutions

j§

Sam Pitroda [ NKC CHAIRPERSON

tions. All of them however
agreed on the principle of
social inclusion. “The NKC
believes that a knowledge
society must be a socially
inclusive society and this
social inclusion must reflect
in the educational institu-
tions.”

Pitroda said six mem-
bers of the commission
were of the view that until

new and effective avenues
of ‘affirmative action were
explored, status guo should
be maintained and reser-
vations not extended. But
he qualified it by stating
that reservation was a com-
plex issue. “It is time to.re-
think reservation, There are
better ways to address the
same problems in what are
needs of the 21st century.

AV

We need to evolve bef§jer
~ways of going forward.’
He said in the short
term, the NKC had not
thought of any alternatives. ;
“We are not ready yet. We :
are looking at it. We need '
time.” He did however sug-
gest that the number of :
seats could be doubled, even :
tripled to address the prob- !
lem of opportunity.
Two members, Jayati
Ghosh and P M Bhargava, :
he said supported reserva- :
tions subject to conditions. :
Bhargava said reservations !
could be continued subject :
to the fact that the govern-
ment makes simultaneous
announcements that it !
- would open 400,000 schools :
in the country. :
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Protest

murmurs
from UPA

ministers

Qur Bureau

NEW DELHI

INDIVIDUAL ministers in the
UPA government have begun
to murmur over the govern-
ment’s job reservation policy. In
one such development on
Monday, minister ‘of state for
industry Ashwani Kumar em-
phasised the role of merit.

“Any measure taken for the
betterment of certain classes in
the industry should not ignore
merit,” he emphasised.

“ Affirmative action on reser-
vations has been recognised
within the framework of the
Constitution as a medium to
promote certain sections but it
need not be at the cost of mer-
it,” he said.

Addressing the annual sess-
jon of Ricci Ladies Organisation
on Women Empowering India,
Mr Kumar stressed on the need
for more women to enter the
‘corporate boardrooms’.

He also suggested setting up
of manufacturing facilities in
the country’s hinterland as a
1% growth in manufacturing
gives rise to a 3% growth in
services. Such a strategy, he
said, would pave the way of
more women being employed
in jobs requiring soft skills.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rajan Mittal, joint managing
director, Bharti Enterprises, re-
iterated the danger of having
any kind of reservation in the
industry. “In fact, reservation
for women will be like putting
them in a pigeon hole and
telling them that you are not
competent and you are getting
a job only because of a govern-
ment fiat.”

2 L}
! Our Bureau -
'f‘y K AHMEDABAD
/

ITH some faculty members at
IIMs threatening to leave if
reservation for other backward
castes (OBCs) is introduced. an IIM
Ahmedabad professor has suggested ways
of minimising the negative impact that the
proposed reservation could have on the
postgraduate prograrmimes. .
Anil Gupta, professor at IMA, has sug-
gested a three-year MBA programme for
the quota students as against the existing
two years. Prof Gupta has prepared a note
which he is planning to forward to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and may also
submit it to President APJ Abdul Kalam.
“Actual OBC candidates should be given
justice. A three-year programme for stud-
ents coming through the quota facility will
help to bring them at par with non-quota
students,” Prof Gupta told ET. This would
mean that the first year of the PGP course
will be of 24 months for the students ente-
ring through: quota instead of 12 months.
In addition, the professor said the gov-
ernment should provide free coaching for
all quota students preparing for the Com-
mon Admission Test {CAT). “Most of the
current MBA coaching institutes charge
exorbitant sums, which is not affordable

Prof does net find much sunpe
One of the higger concems of facul
coming from reserved categories cos

- IIMA teacher does some
.« three-wheeling on quota

N

especially by the quota students. So, the
government should find some way of pro-
viding coaching for CAT at a rate affordable
to OBC candidates,” said Prof Gupta.

A three-year PGP course will have a se-
vere logistic impediment. The placemerit
process for the three-year course will also
be delayed
by a year.
“The comp-
anies prefer
taking the
best talent
and they
would not
hesitate to
1 appoint th-
em a little
later if the
candidates
are deserv-
ing,” Prof
Gupta said.

ITMA’s

for his pro-reservation stance.
is whether the students
N pass the internal exams

director Dr Bakul Dholakia told ET that he
would not like to say anything on this issue
until he gets a copy of the circular from the
HRD ministry. However, Prof Gupta does
not find much support for his pro-reserva-
tion stance. One of the bigger concerns ol
faculties at the 1IMs is whether the stu-
dents coming from reserved category
could pass the internal exams.

“IIMs have a very rigorous course con-
tent and ensuring a seat at IIM is easicr
than passing the internal exams. The qual-
ity of students need to be maintained or
else they may not dear the first year of the
course,” an IIM Calcutta professor said.

A faculty of Management Studies (FMS1,
Delhi, one of the top business schools in tn-
dia, too, has apprehensions about the qual-
ity of students finding place in the B-schoul
asa result of reservation. “Placement of stu-
dents coming from reserved category will
be a concern and this may affect the quali-
ty of placemment,” CD Bhattacharya, dean.
FMS, told FT.
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"Upper castes re-group

W

against quota move ;-

Samajik Nyaya Manch hands over memo to Governor S

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: The latest move by
the Centre to provide reser-
vation to the backwards in
professional educational in-
stitutions has led to the
coming together of various
caste groups opposed to res-
ervation in Rajasthan.

The groups, which had
unsuccessfully fought the
Assembly elections in the
State in 2004 under the ban-
ner of Samajik Nyaya
Manch  (Social  Justice
Front), only to go into obliv-
ion thereafter, have now
surfaced threatening revival
of the agitation for reserva-
tion based on economic sta-
tus.

The representatives of
the re-organized groups of
various caste bodies of
Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
Vaishyas and Kayasthas on
Monday met Rajasthan
Governor Pratibha Patil to
hand over to her a memo-
randum addressed to Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam on
the move to extend reserva-

tions to institutions impart-
ing technical education in
the private sector.

The memorandum has
demanded putting an end to
the caste-based reserva-
tions in the country and
commencement of reserva-
tion to poor among the “up-
per castes”.

Traditional symbols

The groups had met here
over the weekend and carry-
ing the traditional symbols
of their respective caste --
axe, swords, and balance --
in hand pledged to launch
an agitation all over the
State involving the students
of engineering and medical
colleges in the public and
private sector.

The meeting was ad-
dressed by Lokendra Singh
Kalvi, convener of the Sa-
majik Nyaya Manch, Suresh
Misra, convener of the Sa-
varna Arakshan Manch and
Subhash Chandra Sharma,
convener of the Arthik Ad-
har Arakshan Sanyukt Sam-
iti, among others.

THE HIND?
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The memorandum to the
President suggested doing
away with reservation in the
country so that there exist-
ed no discrimination or dis-
cord on the basis of caste. In
case the reservations were
to continue then the advan-
tage of it should be given
only once --at the time of
appointment to service --
and not later in the promo-
tions. From among the re-
served groups the creamy
layer families should be re-
moved from the list of those
eligible for the benefits of
reservation, it demanded.
In a statement, Mr. Shar-
ma said the present reserva-
tion policy deprived the
benefits to most of the
members of the target
groups and benefited only a
few families in certain
castes. At the same time
there were many in the un-
reserved social groups who
were not in a position to af-

ford proper food, clothingor . . V

education to their wards, he
said.
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Justice for Dalits still a dream

Implementation of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act under fire.

Siddharth Narrain

N FEBRUARY this year, Dalits in

Mahmadpur — a small village near

Kunjpura in Karnal district, Haryana

— were attacked by members of the
land-owning Rode community. Over 30 Da-
lits were seriously injured. The immediate
provocation for the incident was a proc-
ession the Dalits were planning on the occa-
sion of Ravidas Jayanthi. The police, on the
advice of the village sarpanch (who belongs
to the Rode community), refused to allow
the procession to be taken past the “upper
caste” area in the village. When the Dalits
attempted to take out their procession, the
police stopped them. The next day, in bla-
tant violation of the law, the sarpanch alleg-
edly instigated upper caste youth to attack
the Dalits with hatchets and sickles by mak-
ing announcements on a loudspeaker from
the local temple, The attackers did not spare
even women and children.

Tension between Dalits and the dominant
castes in Mahmadpur had been simmering
for awhile. The Dalits had not supported the
sarpanch during the panchayat elections,
leading to resentment among his support-
ers. The sarpanch had cancelled a grant of
land for a Ravidas ashram in the village made
by his predecessor, and filed a case in the
Punjab and Haryana High Court challenging
the decision. Added to this, a Brahmin girl
from the village had eloped with a Dalit boy
around four months before the incident.
They got married recently.

The events that followed the February
incident were shocking. Instead of arresting
those who -attacked the Dalits, the police
arrested 15 Dalits on false charges ranging
from “dacoity” to “attempt to murder.” In-
stead of framing charges against the sar-
panch for allegedly instigating the violence,

* the police tried to pressure the injured Da-

lits into forming a 10-member “peace com-
mittee,” with equal representation from
both communities, and suggested that they
reach a settlement.

Only after sustained pressure from Dalit
rights groups, and political parties such as
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and
the Bahujan Samaj Party, did the police
press charges against the sarpanch. He was
finally arrested, weeks after the incident,
and is now out on bail. Under sustained
pressure, the police arrested eight other per-
sons responsible for the attack. According to
Sibash Kaviraj, Superintendent of Police,
Karnal, the reason the sarpanch was not
arrested earlier was to allow him to take part
in the proceedings of the “peace committee.”

The incident in Mahmadpur — alittle over
an hour’s drive from Delhi — and its after-
mathreflect alaMge¥ problem of the failure of
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. It was

THE HiNDU
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enacted in 1989 specifically to act as a deter-
rent against physical, caste-based violence.

The Act widened the scope of criminal’
liability and included several acts of com-
mission and omission not covered by the
existing Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955,
It provided for administrative measures for
enfrcement of the Act by making provi-
sions for the establishment of Special
Cgurts, and for the appointment of Special
Pblic Prosecutors to conduct trials of of-
fences under the Act. Special Courts have
been given enormous powers, including the
power to extern potential offenders from
scheduled areas and tribal areas, and to at-
tach the property of persons accused under
the Act. Public officials who do not perform
the duties prescribed under the Act can be
punished with a jail term extending up to a
year.

In a damning reflection of the non-imple-
mentation of this law, the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) in its Report on
the Prevention of Atrocities on Scheduled
Castes released in 2002, had said there was
“virtually no monitoring of the implementa-
tion of the SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities
Act at any level.” It had pointed out that
Vigilance and Monitoring Committees, as

4 1 MBY 2008

prescribed under the Act, had not been con-
stituted and where such Committees existed
they hardly functioned. The quality of prose-
cution was poor because the functiofiaries
entrusted with the work lacked both compe-
tence and motivation, it said.

The report also quoted a study of 11atroc-
ity-prone districts of Gujarat that found that
36 per cent of atrocities cases were not regis-
tered under the Atrocities Act. In 84 per cent
of the cases where the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act was applied, cases were registered
under the wrong provisions to conceal the
violent nature of the incidents. Charge
sheets were framed in only 53 per cent of the
cases registered under the Act, and over 22
per cent of cases registered were closed after
investigation. According to these figures,
over 92 per cent of the cases ended in
acquittal.

Concerned about the inability of the crim-
inal justice system to deal with caste-based
violence, Dalit rights organisations have
submitted a set of suggestions to the Police
Act Drafting Committee currently framing a
draft Police Act to replace the existing 1861
Act. These recommendations include the
constitution of an independent body, com-

EASY TARGET: A Dalit victim of the attack in Mahmadpur. - PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

prising members of marginalised communi-
ties including Dalits, to look into complaints
against the police.

They have suggested that the track record
of police officers in implementing laws such
as the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act be tak-
en into account in evaluating their perform-
ance. Police officers found guilty of not
implementing the Act should be punished as
prescribed in it.

Besides these reforms, what is needed is
better monitoring of the institutions created
under the Act to correct the gross under-
utilisation of the law. Recently, the Supreme
Court issued notice to Central and State
Governments on a petition filed by the Na-
tional Campaign for Dalit Human Rights,
Sakshi-Human Rights Watch, and the Cen-
tre for Dalit Rights, asking for directions to
ensure that they appoint nodal officers and
set up Protection Cells as envisaged under
the Act.

These are measures that the Centre and
the States must implement urgently. For
those at the receiving end of caste-based
violence, what is at stake is not merely a
temporary remedy, but the credibility of the
legal system’s ability to deliver justice.
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Q)f}’ OURBUREAU * \ al institutions. R w111 be set aside
“Rather th- . for scheduled
May 10: Blessed by the high an allow anoth- The Maharashlra q”a(a maodel castes, seven
command, the Congress-led er party to steal _ per cent for sch-
Maharashtra  government a march over eduled tribes
hasbecomethefirstinthecou- us, we decided ¥ and 30 per cent
ntry to try out the quota form- to let a Con- A for other bac-
ula championed by Arjun gressled dis- (S)g/gT/ 3 kward classes
Singh. pensation take Iemsesoscng i (OBCs) in instit-
The Maharashtra cabinet thelead,” a Con- 50% ?  utes that offer
today green-lighted a proposal gress  leader F courses in med-
to bring in an ordinance to said in Delhi. _ icine, pharma-
reserve 50 per cent of seatsin But the Con- e ceutical sci-
all professional colleges, incl-  gress’s ally, the  ‘All-Indiatest ence, architec-
uding private unaided institu- Sharad Pawar- ture, engineer-
tions, in the state. The govern- led  Nationalist Congress  ing and technical education.
ment will now have to get gov-  Party, too, claimed credit. The single biggest benefici-
ernor S.M. Krishna’s assent to Sources said the Maharas-  ary of the quotas wili be OBCs,
promulgate the ordinance. htra overdrive was a “signal”  the group around which the
The state’s move was cle- to other Congress-ruled states  current controversy is playing
ared by the Congress high co- to implement the formula and itself out.
mmand in Delhi after Sonia prepare the ground for an eve- Before the Supreme Court
Gandhi spoke to human resou-  ntual announcement at the Ce- order, 49 per cent seats in gov-
rce development minister Arj- ntre. An enabling legislation ernment institutions in Maha-
un Singh, who had asked stat-  to enforce quotas in centrally- rashtra were reserved.
es to frame their own formul- run institutes like [IMs and The central amendment
ae after Parliament passed an  IITs has to be passed in Parlia-  did not lay down specific perc-
amendment to get around a ment after cabinet clearance.  entages but the HRD ministry
Supreme Court order that str- According to the Maharas-  sent an advisory to states ask-
uck down quotas in education- htra formula, 13 per cent seats  ing them to draw up individ-
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ual formulae. It was assumed
then that the Mandal Com-
mission formula for governm-
ent jobs — 27 per cent for OBCs
and 22.5 for SC/STs - will be
followed in education, too,

But Maharashtra has gi-
ven alarger share to the OBCs,
though the state has confined
itself to the 50 per cent cumu-
lative limit set by the Supreme
Court.

While prescribing the ca-
ste quotas, the Maharashtra
government has exempt mi-
nority-run institutions. “Un-
aided minority-run institu-
tions will be permitted to re-
serve 66 per cent of seats for
students belonging to the com-
munity,” an official said.

The draft ordinance also
proposes a common entrance
test, monitored by the govern-
ment or an agency nominated
by it, for all private profession-
al institutions, barring deem-
ed universities, mostly owned
by powerful politicians.

WEC raps Arjun, Page 8
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Securing Votes In The Name Of Social Justice

Yhe recent amend-
I ment of the Constitu-
tion to provide quo-
tas in private unaided
educational institutions for
SCs, STs and OBC over-
riding the Supreme Court
ruling against state quotas
is most unfortunate. Also,
the recent move to raise
the OBC quota in institu-
tions of higher learning like
IITs, IIMs, NITs and 20
central universities has
caused a repeat of Mandal
flare-up. It is considered a
retrograde step as it would
erode the quality of
education and hinder the
quest for excellence.

The Supreme Court had
ruled that merit should be
the sole criterion. It rightly
described education as
national wealth. It earlier
held that in the matter of
admission to post-gradu-
ate medical courses, candi-
dates in special categories
must secure the minimum
qualifying inarks in the
entrance test to maintain a
minimum  professional
standard. )

-A cruel joke

But present-day politi-

cians are simply interested -

in building their vote-
banks on the basis of caste,
creed and religion, and
come up with unsus-
tainablé reservation. The
government has paid little
heed to repeated argu-
ments against such quotas.
The earlier move to foist
quotas for SCs and STs on
the private sector was also
strongly opposed by the
business' lobby. A minis-
terial group was formed to
work out reservation in the
private sector. This was
considered as a cruel joke
as it wouldse detrimental
to efficiency and quality in
private industry and would
kill enterprising work. Even
the person who manda-
lised society in 1990 on
caste lines in respect of re-
servationts in public insti-
tutions, had felt that shar-
ing of social responsibility
should not affect the pri-
vate sector’s efficiency.
Private industry survives
on the quality of its pro-
ducts, and helps improve
the economy of the coun-
try. Such a move would
violate the fundamental
right of an individual. In its
bid to foist reservation on
the private sector, the
government had directed
the NGOs receiving its
funds to implement the job

The author is former Prin-
cipal Scientist, Indian Ag-
ricultural Research Insti-
tute, New Delhi.
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quota policy.

Earlier,. the Andhra Pra-
desh High Court had set
aside the state govern-
ment’s orders on reserva-

tion for Muslims. Also, the .

Supreme Court had quash-
ed the legislation enacted
by the Andhra Pradesh
government as unconstitu-
tional for providing reser-

educated unemployed.
Twenty per cent of engin-
eers in the country are
unemployed. The unem-
ployment rate is more than
seven per cent.

The unemployment situ-
ation in Delhi is quite
alarming as the number of
unemployed has been
rising over the years. There
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Today, our youth are a frustrated lot
as the unemployment situation has

become quite grim

vation quota on the basis
of sub-castes. Such classifi-
cation violates Article 14 of
the Constitution. It is un-
fortunate that quota po-
litics is being used to
secure votes in the name of
social justice. Politicians
have been using the quota
plank and casteism as tools
for votes, making lofty
promises to the down-
trodden. They are adding
more and more castes in
the list of OBC in the reser-
vation quota, making re-
servation a travesty.

The quota policy hardly

_improved the lot of the

downtrodden. It rather
created an explosive un-,
employment situation be-
cause the number of un-
employed talented ybuth
have increased manifold.
Today, our youth are a frus-
trated lot as the unem-
ployment situation has be-
come quite grim.

The rising number of
suicides by unemployed
educated youth in the

‘recent past bear eloquent

testimony to this, Today,
there are over 36 million
unemployed people and
over 5.5 million are

are . 700,000 literates
registered at 20 employ-
ment exchanges of whom
580,000 lakh are graduates.
It would suggest that
politicians only offer job
quotas and not the jobs,

Under the pretext of the
reservation quota, state
governments have been
eroding the quality of edu-
cation in medical sciences,
engineering and other ins-
titutions of higher learn-
ing. Politicians themselves
prefer to go abroad for
treatment instead of going
to those who acquire their
medical degrees under the
reserved quota. _

The quota policy has not
been able 1o transform the

-oppressed and suppressed

castes. It did not help the
backward community as it
did not have access to
quality education and bet-
ter standards of life. If the
backward classes must be
helped, the government
must ensure that the goal
of universal access to edu-
cation does not remain a
dream. Backward class stu-
dents must be given the
advantage of good educa-
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tion or sound vocational
2 ,

training and not the easier
option of quotas,

It is true that evefl today
the downtrodden
to live in sly
proper healthy
lities. R
The majority of them
continue to rémain -half-
fed and the economy sta-

‘tus of a section of this class

has not improved. But
politicians coin catchy
slogans on improving the
lot of the downtrodden.
The Supreme Court had
earlier held - that reserva-
tion should not exceed 50
per cent. The court had

" also not allowed the two

southern states (Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka' to

raise the que %0 uer
T emt as it heea b it s
rticla
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16 of the Constitution. The
court also held that caste
criterion for promotion -
violates Article 16(4) of the
Constitution. -

A mockery

Equality before law is a..
basic concept of our Cons-
tinition where every one’
gets equal opportunities to
develop and flourish under
Article 16(1). However,
Article 16(4) has empow-
ered the government to
provide reservation for the
backward who were an
oppressed section under
British rule and who had
remained socially and
educationally backward
because of their birth
outside the framework of
the caste system. As such,
any attempt to raise the
reservation quota would
make a mockery of the
“equality of opportunity”
provision. ‘

Foisting quotas on pri-
vate unaided educational
institutions, other institu-
tions of higher learning
and private industry would
cause irreparable damage
tc the quality of education
and to the efforts to achi-
eve excellence and effi-
ciency in industry. Private
educational institutions as
well as institutions of high-
er learning and industry
should be allowed to func-
tion without quotas with
the minimum of state in--
terference. Politicians
should not tamper with the
Constitution or agitate
over the Supreme Court
ruling. Any defiance would
be against the rule of law
and would be detrimental
to the interests of thou-
sands of youth. The gover-
nment should raise em-
ployment opportunities for
backward classes to uplift
them but not at the cost of
efficiency.arid meritre -
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Kalam for

Sets a target of 14% outlay

in higher educatlon system ‘

HT Correspondent X\ \ . § 9

New Delhi, May 13 \

PITCHING FOR an improvement in the quallty of
education, especially in the centres of higher
learning, President APJ Abdul Kalam has suggest-
ed a quantum jump in the number of seats so as to
cater to the requirements of the nation’s knowl-
edge industry. “I have developed a system of global
human resource cadre to cater to the needs of
knowledge industry”, Kalam said in his address to
the Grassroot Summit organised by the Press In-
stitute of India here on Friday:.

The President’s remarks assume significance
against the backdrop of the ongoing reservation
controversy in the elite academic institutes.

Maintaining that the youth across the country
faced the twin problems of quality education and
unemployment, Kalam said the challenge could be
met by ensuring larger number of seats in the in-
stitutes of higher learning, such as engineering,
medicine and specialised sciences. Setting a target
of a 14 per cent investment in the higher education
system by 2015 from the existing 6 per cent, the
President hoped that these resources could peak to
30 and 50 per cent by 2020 and 2040, respectively.

Describing the need for more vacancies for stu-
dents in the centres of higher learning as a ‘Mis-
sion’ that could be accomplished through public-
private partnership, Kalam made a pointed refer-
ence to India’s rapidly growing 500-plus million un-
der 25 population. “The universities can set up spe-
cial cadres to meet future demands of skilled and
qualified young men and women both for within
and outside the country”, he remarked.

Elaborating on the specific aspects of the ‘Mis-
sion’, Kalam said the universities and educational
systems should create two cadres of personnel —a
global cadre of skilled youth with special know-
how of special skills and another global cadre of
youth with higher education. “These two cadres
will be required not only for powering the manu-
facturing and service sectors in India but will also
be needed for fulfiling the human resource needs of
various other countries”; he added.

o

-

more seats

o

Yy Nor

Government Medical College students demonstrate in Amritsar on Saturday.

JD(U) chief targets Pitroda

AS THE Mandal-II era confrontation be-
tween the supporters and opponents of
reservation intensified, an aggressive
JD(U) chief Sharad Yadav unleashed a bit-
ter attack against the members of the Sam
Pitroda-led National Knowledge Commis-
sion for opposing quota in central insti-
tutes of higher education.

Yadav, who was in the forefront of the
move to implement Mandal Commission
recommendations for OBCs under the VP
Singh government, shot off a strong letter
to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh de-
manding that the commission be wound up
as it had overstepped its brief and was act-

ing like a “political pressure group”.

Targetting chairman Pitroda, in partic-
ular, he accused him of showing scant re-
gard for democratic institutions and
process and “behaving like a political
leader”. Six of the eight-member panel had
recently opposed reservations in institu-
tions of higher learning.

“I can understand the opposition from
the general category students because
their opportunities of admission to elite
institutes will be reduced. But I fail to un-
derstand how a commission constituted by
you can challenge our Constitution and
the decision taken by Parliament”. HTC

§ 4 May 2ulo
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relook

NEW DELHI: Unfazed by protests
against OBC quota, Human Re-
source Development Minister
Arjun Singh on Sunday rejected
suggestions of a relook into res-
ervation in elite educational in-
stitutions. He said it was up to
Prime Minister Manmochan
Singh to decide when to bring
the matter before the Cabinet.

“This is entirely for the Cabi-
net to decide. As soon as the
Prime Minister allows it come in
the Cabinet, a decision will be
taken,” he told reporters when
asked whether a bill in this re-
gard would come up in the ongo-
ing brief session of Parliament.

Mr. Singh dismissed as “prop-
aganda” the attempts to project
the anti-reservation agitation as
“Mandal II”. “There is no Man-
dal II, ITT or IV. It is all propa-
ganda to vitiate the whole
atmosphere.” He, however, said
he was ready to talk to the agitat-
ing students.

Slams knowledge
cormanission

Slamming the National
Knowledge Commission headed
by Sam Pitroda, he said: “well,
with all due respect to the great
, Knowledge Commission, I must
| point out to them that they are
| not above the Constitution.
I “They do not need to speak to
][ any of us. Let them decide and
!
!

the country will follow them if
they are above the Constitution.
They do not know that there is a
{ Parliament and there is a law
’ passed by Parliament also. If
| they are unaware, then I can on-

Arjun rejects

at
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guota issue

“It is for Cabinet to decide”

ly pity them,” he said.

On the observation of party
leader Rahul Gandhi that both
favouring and opposing the quo-
ta had “valid points,” he said a |
middle path could only be found
in a calm and cool atmosphere
and not when lathis were used
by one side and slogans by the
other.

Asked about the strategy he
would adopt in the wake of the
ongoing agitation, he said there
was no strategy and what was
needed was an understanding.
“If there is no understanding in
society, no strategy works. The
issue can be resolved through
talks. If those who did not get
anything, they have to be given
something, which is to be decid-
ed”, he said.

The Minister parried several
questions, saying he would give
clarifications, if asked, in the
Cabinet and Parliament. “I can-
not give anything outside”.

Mr. Singh rubbished the de- |
mand from a group of party MPs,
led by Ajit Jogi, that Sonia Gand-
hi take ové™is PHmeéMinister in
the wake of her recent massive
win from Rae Bareli, and that
Rahul Gandhi be given the reins
of the party. He said he did not
agree with it “even a bit”.

Ms. Gandhi had nipped in the
bud the demand, saying “this
talk is not proper. There should
not be such talk in the party.” —
PTI

See also Page 12




-~ «PAPISP 2 01 STYdIYM
‘Buryiowios uaAlg aq 01 sAey
Koty ‘GunpAue 197 10U pIp oym
3s0U3 31 "SHTE} Y3riony pasjos
-91 3q Ued SN ML, "SYI0M
A3ayens ou ‘15108 W Surpue)s
-1opun ou st axdy) jJ,, ‘pres
oy ‘A8ajens ormng sty uQ
‘uoneArasaijsurede Sur
~yeSe Spuspnys U0 a3 reyonye|
sorfod o) PaUSPUOD OS[R
y3uig siuapms Sunsojord
01 je1 o) 3 skempe
ure I, :poppe 3y ‘sjuapnys S
-1ende o o1eoeld 0) SmAy,
~Ioqo
o Aq saeSofs pue opis suo £q

pasn $u1aq 210Mm SIIe] USYM.

1ou pue oraydsowne [00d
pue uireo & ul punoj aq A[uo
pInod yred s[ppr v, ;pres oy
‘. syutod pirea,, oaey ejonb oy
Sugsoddo pue Suunoae; yioq
ey pres pey oym ‘rypuen
myey Iepes| Lred £q pajed
-oape yred-o[pprua oy uQ
“pres
oY “uasaxd e suonnipsur
a3 ut SuiApnis 9Ie oym sjuap
-ns oy Suraowar noqe, Sur
-Y[esst ApoqoN ovead qrmsip
o1 radoxd 31 st Jou pasu e 131
-1OU ST AIIY) ‘O "INSSI 3Y) DAJOS
-0I JOUURD oA ‘SUOLDR PIpIs

-ouo pue )saz01d ySnomyy,
U
Cay m?orm

IASTULN (Y H SAES J9UIqe)) 31} 310J3q 9UI0D J1 $19] J9ISTUIJ UL JUIWOW oy _ |
UaYe} 3q [[14 [I1g U0 U0Is1aap ‘sfesodoxd ejonb Sunjoofox oN I S1SI10¥d VLOND

-ed ym posjosar aq ueds
sonssI oy, “1o8ue pue uon
-e13ds9p 10] PaoU OU STAISY
*3UI JeaqMm0Iq pue ssaooxd oy
Joelly jouued nox -orgqndarx
eURURQ B 10U PUE ARI00WSp B
are oM, :pres ySuig ‘sisajoxd
peaidsopm andsa(y
- 219ydsow
-1e 3joyMm 9Y} 91eNIA 03 Bpues
-edoxd e s131 A 10 J1] ‘TI 1P
-URJA] OU ST AI3Y T, :I[ {EPURIN
St uoneNse UOHLAIdSOI-IUE
syt oford oy sydurope  epued
-edoid,, se passrwsyp y3urg
« USYE1 O] [{IM UOISE
-3p ® 9oUIqE)) 9Y) Ul SWOD 0)
W SMOTe IISTUTJA] SWILLY 9} SB
UOO0s Sy "9pap 01312UIqe]) 31
10§ AJoIIU9 SI ST T, :PIRS.pur
stesodoxd oyp oy  joojo1,,

e JOJ suonso8dns pajoof
-91 y3urg qusurerpIed Jo yoris. .

~

~898 JUALIND Y ur pa3oadxa st
' & 1ay1aym payse ‘Aepqr,

«{, HOISSTIwo) 98pa
-[MOUy 3Y] Jo UBWLIIRYD Y]
3q 2y ued moy “ueloust jey)
S19Y JT "(UONBATISII UO) U
~pusure [BUOnMINSUO)) a1 JO
SIeMeUn sem [ SABS UOISSIUI
WO, 93pamousy 2y) Jo uetn
-IrRYO Y, :pres ySug ‘Aepisy
-S9X "SUOIMIIISUL [EUONEONPS
[e1Ua)) ur uoneA1asal Sursod
-do 101 mvo.z_&zam ueuLreyd

0104d 4y *Kepung uo yjeq MeN uj ySuls unfiy

.Nc, "

D3N JO WSNLD SIY pamoy
-0} Yoene ysay sysuig
‘pres oy ‘W
And £juo wes 1 usyy ‘aremeun
are A3y J "osfe JusurerIeq Aq
passed me] e 510101} pue Jusw
-BljIed © ST 913Y3 Jey) mouwy
jou op Adyy, ‘wORMISUO))
9y aa0qe are Loy J1 weyd
MO[[O] [[IM AIUNOD 3y pue
SpIOap WY} 3T “sn Jo Aue 0}
Yeads 0) pasujouop A3y ],
«UOQNSUOT) oty
240qe jou a1e-Lo1)) JR1p) WOY)
01 100 Jurod 3snur | “‘vorssrw
-wo)) 93papmony] (feuoneyN)
1e218 ay3 0] adsar anp e
WM., ‘PTes y3urg ‘suonmnsur
feuoneonpo rommoxd ur ejonb
D€ o 1ad £ 10§ suepd sy
01 uond3[qo Z-9 )t 10§ DN
ay1 axeds 0} poow ou uf
*IS)STUTIA] STHILEJ 91} O AjJ051
-Ip spodar yomas (O3IN) uors
-SIUIo)) 23pajmouy Jeuorn
-BN 9fgoid-ysry oy je yoeq
1y Aepoy ySuis unfry 19)s1
-UIA 1UStudO[OAd(] F0TN0STY
urwng] ‘ANUnod 3y) SSOIdE
sisojoxd  jugj
-o1a Furagsin
syesodoxd ejonb
J40 s HII

T AVIA THTIA MAN
HDIAYAS SMAN SSTAIXA

Aid fjuo ued ‘wef aroqe Jou
[oued d3pajmouy] :joeq syy unfiy

INDIAN EXPTESS

2006

/
¥
)

1")Mx'k"



fovere Aeatwwrel
CT: ‘{ﬁmwﬁ% fefera ooy

Rrwre, w%

/f)m’ka“

vrawwm

siaa, 38 b, whr siRuiera Sz ww
O MR (51T SPHIEHTE ©ird

vf@;m ECERCER ﬁifai T R AR werafE | qrw ficar
¢

[ E Ay
By C?ﬁﬁ OGS I
@ s 2fm oo T,
T2 wreR wamas Bea
Afeeaa sie afsamm ffirs
YT Tiel ¢ BEmg SeEem
w05 Wl ffes w3 gepmm
AR ST TGl gad
AR — g R
Heqwo-Red Fg wHe @R
20%| I olfG) (TN ThE Bl
e oam e
SN (WiE av @)
U TS O A
e SR ) o ore
QR REE (UG NG Her
AT A Afarzarg Boicg wt-org,
AegElE R[fes  zmererem
Wohaa e sifare)
30 afs on i oW

W G, &L Aok
W8 4 yerea 71 game Teicg
R TOIIr-a7 #68 atfoqm
G (e we| g ware
419N, 9% Wi wnet @il wig
e womm,  @we
oOTE=E e o W
Al w13 ares o8 fcer
S AR, AT AT
¢ fsiear, iR e aay),
0% (oI ey weE w7
sercy, ffew wel| w3 arwtafes
wAefem 3 Taee TrefEe aE
T TEre eigaE @ argefon
Taom eifeamas wred wqF|
e FiRezm w3 w9re
B0 fom-fom 914 iy 21 s0gs
T T mREha W,
AR TFon (AT AW
SIS oS AR e

G 75 BT o1z

fﬁ&@?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁr@a
sl Fe AR
A fmef
Cotem 7oy a1,
TNCS bIZrE =
AqTIET @D
o farn W
ACECEA, “9B
LR wfgrerm
Soita w e
AT 2
5T, w3
(O 2R 4T3
(o DG
| PEMER Ae-
Rt s
o” ANRED )
IARA (T
9§ sfr T,

M SRR SRR afwmwﬁalﬁﬁwm/~aﬂvf3f

19 MAY Jnng

ANBDABAZ AR FPATRIKA



Statesman News Service

“Stop brutality against, czoc . B]

NEW DELHI, May 15: The
BJP today said it was not
against reservation in
higher educational insti-
tutions but was opposed
to any brutal action
against the agitating doc-
tors over the issue.

Party spokesman Mr VK
Malhotra demanded the
government call a meet-
ing of doctors to sort out
the matter. He asked
Congress-ruled states to
desist from using force
against the protesting
doctors. He said the gov-
ernment should talk to
the students and address
their apprehensions and
strike a balance between
the merit of students and
constitutional provision
on OBC quota before tak-
ing a final decision on

tes vation
institutions.

The party condemned
the brutal treatment
being meted out to the
agitating doctors. It
demanded action against
police personnel respon-
sible for committing
atrocities on peaceful pro-
testors. The party appar-
ently is in a catch-22 situ-
ation. It seems to sympa-
thise with the agitating
doctors’ protests against
OBC quota in higher insti-
tutions but can do little to
come out in support of
their cause. Reason: the
fear of being seen on the
wrong side of the political
fence on the issue of
reservation.

Quizzed by the media
over the party’s stand on
doctors’ agitation, Mr
Malhotra said: “We are

in higher

THE STATESMAN

such.” He, however,
stressed that the govern-
ment should first clarify
its stand on the matter. He
wanted to know if the gov-
ernment would go for an
increase in seats or what
steps it planned to take in
this regard. He said all the
issues being raised by
doctors had to be
addressed.

Politically the BJP does
not want to be seen
opposing reservation by
taking any categorical
stand against it. Mr
Malhotra said the BJP
would give its reaction
only after the government
had brought the matter to
Parliament. The party in
the mean time decided to
raise the matter during
zero hour tomorrow in
Parliament. It has already

1 6 MLY 2006

P CPM

given a no e to this
effect to the Speaker.

CPI condemnation: The
CPI-M today condemned
the lathicharge on med-
ical students on the reser-
vation issue, but accused
“a section of the media” of
whipping up emotions on
the issue by giving it
excessive attention. Party
leaders Mr Basudeb
Acharia and Mohammed
Salim told reperters the
lathicharge on the med-
ical students reminded
people of the brutal lath-
icharge on Honda workers
in Gurgaon recently.

“We do sympathise
with the students but will
appeal to them not to fall
a victim to the casteist
lobby,” Mr Salim said. A
section of the media was
spending “plenty of time

and energy” on it, /



Medlcos
wilit to, J@
meet PM
fiot Arjun

NEW DELHI, May 15
Striking medical students
today rejected the Union
human resources develop-
ment minister, Mr Arjun
Singh's invitation for talks
on the reservation issue,
They said that they had lost
faith in him and now want-
ed to meet the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh, %o resolve the issue.

“He (Singh) had assured
us thar he would hold talks
with us before referring the
Bill on reservation to the
Union Cabinet. But he did
not do that and we now
have no faith in him,” said a
representative of the Youth
far Equality, Safal.

The students, who began
an indefinite hunger-strike
here yesterday, said they
warited to talk oniy to the
Prime Minister on the issue,
which had brought them on
a collision course with the
government,

Their strident posture
comes in the wake of Mr
Singh's statement that he™’
was ready to hold talks with
the students protesting
against the proposed reser-
vations for OBCs in elite
educational institutions, if
they are willing to come for-
ward for discussions.

“But we do not want the
invitation for talks via
media. Only when we get it
in written format will we go
ahead or let the Prime
Minister talk to us,” said the
joint secretary, resident doc-
tors association, AIIMS, Dr
Amab Pal.

Mr Arjun Singh had earli-
er told the students that he
had no problems discussing
the issue with them before
the Bill was taken up by
Parliament, but he would
consult the PM before any
such meeting. M SNS
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Gov1t studying all quota
OI)tIOIIS, says Ar|un

New Delhi: In the { ‘ace of mounting
protests, HRD mini ster Arjun Singh
on Tuesday said gov ernment was “not
unmindful” of cone erns expressed by
agitating students against reserva-
tions in elite educat ional institutions
and that it was seris ously considering
all options that will also satisfy them.

He, however, m: ade it clear in the
Lok Sabha that gow ernment was com-
mitted to implemer ating the proposal
on reservations a nd no timeframe
could be given as i t was considering
a number of sugge :stions.

“I would like to: assure the Lok Sab-
ha that we are coricerned about this
issue. And it is not as if we are un-
mindful of the fac:t that a section of
the people or the students feel that
something is bein g taken away from
them. “I would lik:e to dispel that im-
pression. We are " very seriously con-
sidering all the op tions that could give
help to those sect: ions of the people or
the community v#~ho have at the mo-
ment acquired a certain stake in the
entire thing,” he said replying to sup-
plementaries dur ring question hour.

Stating that 1.he reservation was
a committment Of parliament, which
had passed the: 93rd constitution
amendment bil 1 for the purpose in
December 2005., and was “irrevoca-
ble”, Singh said a proposal to im-
plement this w as being considered
in tandem witk ) other provisions of
the law.

He promise d to get back to the
house with a “ comprehensive road-
map to ensure 'iwhat the house wants
in this context ..’ He said “canards”
were being spre 2ad by certain sections
that he was pu shing it as his person-
al agenda.

Singh sait] an effort was being
made to “acco mmodate” the section
of society tha:t was agitated and all
options were lixeing considered. This
was also the v iew of the cabinet com-
mittee on poli tical affaivs that met on
Monday even ing. He stongly disap-
proved use of * force by police saying
that “force sh ould not have been used
on the studerits. They have a right to
make their clemands in a peaceful
manner.

“There is no intention of the gov-
ernment to p romote or slight any par-
ticular secti on of society. But agita-
tion or violan 1ce is not a solution. Some
people are i nclined to this. But this
will not be iiin the interest of the na-
tion. We shiould consider the issue
with a cool head,” he said. “I want to
assure the 1house the commitment of
the govermment and I as a servant of
the goverw ment will see that it is im-
plemented ,” Singh said. acencies

HELPING HAND: One of the medical students who fainted under a scorching sun
during a hunger strike at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi
on Tuesday being helped by his colleague

Pro-quota groups

take to

New Delhi: The anti-reservation stir
spread on Tuesday, crippling servic-
es in state-run hospitals in the na-
tional capital and other places even
as groups demanding a quota for OBCs
also took to the streets.

As medical students and junior doc-
tors continued their protests in Delhi,
Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Goa, Tripu-
ra, Madhya Pradesh and
other states, pro-reservation
bodies like the OBC Maha-
panchayat joined the fray
and staged rallies in sup-
portof the proposed quota,
saying it was the only way
to ensure quality education
for poor students.

Activists of the OBC
Mahapanchayat and All In-
dia Pasmanda Muslim Ma-
haj staged a sit-in at Jantar Mantar
here to demand implementation of the
proposed 27 per cent quota for OBCs
in elite educational institutions. Over
400 activists of the Mahatma Phule
Samta Parishad, the outfit for OBCs
floated by NCP leader and Maha-
rashtra minister Chhagan Bhujbal,
also courted arrest after a demon-
stration in Mumbai.

There were also calls for the med-
ical students to call off their stir While
speaker Somnath Chatterjee appealed

L 7 WY

streets

to them to withdraw their protest, the :
medical community of Tamil Nadu
led by the Doctors Association for So- :
cial Equality said the agitation was
“completely unethical” as the medicos
had “deserted patients”.

In most places, emergency services
and out-patient departments were .
maintained by senior doctorsand house
suregons as thousands of |
patients faced problems in
hospitals attached to gov- |
ernment medical colleges. :
PMK chief S Ramadoss,
who arrived in Delhi to :
meet OBC leaders to get
their support for the pro-
posed reservations, met :
Congress president Sonia
! Gandhi and asked her to
Il ensure that the quota bill :
was introduced in the current session
of Parliament. He said she had givena
“very positive” response.

Resident doctors in Delhi’s hospi-
tals continued their indefinite strike
for the fourth day, demanding the im-
medliate roll back of the quota pro-
posal “Not a single resident has re-
ported for duty today,” said Subrato
Mandal of the Resident Doctors
Association of the prestiglous All

India Institute of Sciences
(AIIN;S) AGENCI /
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It will take into account the interests of all sections

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi: The Government on
Wednesday decided to set up an
informal committee of ministers
to help evolve a “mechanism” to
sort out the reservation tangle
taking into account the views
and interests of various sections.

Union Ministers Pranab Muk-
herjee, Arjun Singh and P. Chi-
dambaram would be asked to
find a way that would satisfy the
need to go in for affirmative ac-
tion through reservation for the
socially and educationally back-
ward sections and maintain an
overall balance, highly placed
sources in the Government said
here.

The Ministers would discuss
and work out a mechanism as
decided by the Government ear-
lier. The sources said there wasa
possibility of consulting other
political parties.

In a significant development,
senior Congress leader and
Union Minister Oscar Fer-
nandes reached out to students
of the medical community who
have been agitating against res-
ervation for the Other Backward
Classes in institutes of higher
learning. Meanwhile, the Back-
ward Classes Parliamentary Fo-
rum decided to postpone its
scheduled meeting on Wednes-
day following a request from the
Government to wait for its
decision.

Consensus

The Government told the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday it would
arrive at a consensus after taking
into consideration all aspects of
the issue and no one could have
any objection if efforts were
made to address the cause of

| tension. Stating this Human Re-

18t (udd

source Development Minister
Arjun Singh emphasised that
there was no question of going
back on the Government’s in-
tention to implement the consti-
tutional amendment passed by
Parliament.

Responding to a calling atten-
tion motion, Mr. Singh denied
that there were different voices
in the Government on imple-
menting its commitment to pro-
vide reservation to OBCs in
IIMs, IITs and other higher edu-
cational institutions. The issue
generated heat with frequent
verbal clashes between mem-
bers of the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty and the ruling coalition
benches leading to repeated
warnings by Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee.

Mr. Singh said there was no
delay on the part of the Govern-
ment to implement the amend-

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Union Health and
Family Welfare Ministry on
Wednesday issued
termination notices to over
600 striking senior resident
doctors of the All-India
Institute of Medical Sciences
and three Central
Government-run hospitals in
the capital. They were given
24 hours to reply to the notice
and advertisements for fresh
recruitments would be issued
in a couple of days, Ministry
sources said.

The action came after the
Delhi High Court issued
L_ngtice to the Centre seeking to

ment. The Government could
not proceed because of the As-
sembly elections and the model
code of conduct enforced by the
Election Commission.

On the suggestions to increase
the number of seats, expand in-
frastructure, outlay or setting up
more institutes of higher learn-
ing, he said the decision could
not be taken in 24 hours.

Mr.; Singh clarified that he
would want to dispel the notion
that the Government condones
the kind of violence used against
demonstrators.

Earlier, making a statement,
he said, “The Central Govern-
ment is aware of all views ex-
pressed in this regard and shall
take an appropriate decision on
this issue without, in any way,
diluting the commitment arising
out of the Constitutional
Amendment in Article 15(5).”

Notice to 600 striking“&aors

know what alternative steps it
took to provide health services
to people. The notice was
issued on a public interest
litigation petition filed by the
Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya.

The Ministry decided to
waive the mandatory one- i
month notice for senior |
resident doctors, who are on a
three-year contract. The
notice period for those on
probation is 24 hours. Doctors
from the Army and the
Railways are treating out- |
patients.

Health services in Delhi i
have been badly hit for the 1
past four days following the
strike.
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‘OBC quota: stirring wider issues” .

In this country of vast socio-economic disparities and inequities, it is unjust
and misleading to define merit in an academic fashion. Should there not be a
way by which ‘merit’ is translated into actual relief for the millions of

our people in rural and tribal areas?

Swami Agnivesh & Valson Thampu

HE ESCALATING stir by medical stu-

dents against the implementation of the
93rd Amendment, which is now Article 15(5)
of the Constitution, is as symptomatic as it is
significant. No one, neither the academics
nor the politicians, had any problem when
the constitutional amendment enabling the
state to make laws to empower the socially
and economically disadvantaged sections,
besides the Scheduled Castes and the Sched-
uled Tribes, was being made. But now that
the stage of its implementation has come,
the volcano of grievance has begun to erupt.

Of course, we are familiar with the excuse.
Medicos, and those who justify and fuel their
sense of grievance, argue that they did not
know that this was in the offing! And the
Knowledge Commission, with the iconic
Sam Pitroda at it apex, may provide it a
fagade of legitimacy. But what this implies is
indeed too significant to be glossed over.
Doctors enjoy a significant place in society.
“Next to God, doctor” is a popular saying in
this country.

Doctors should be the custodians of the
health not only of individuals but also of
society. It is for this reason that medical
ethics are more stringent than professional
and business ethics in other sectors of ser-
vice. But to serve society, one has to know it.
To know is to engage; and to engage is to
love. Very often ignorance results not from
the dearth of information but from the lack
of love. We are ignorant because we are
indifferent. And we are indifferent largely
because we are self-absorbed. Self-absorp-
tion implies an outlook that limits one’s re-
lationship to the larger context — the
counfry in this instance — wholly to what
one may get out of it. This implies blindness
to what one can do for the country.

The natural outcome of this outlook is
hypersensitivity to ‘rights’ and total insensi-
tivity to ‘duties’. For the medical fraternity,
or any educated person, to confess they did
not know’ that the 93rd Amendment could
have had this sort of implication is simply to
expose themselves to ridicule. So the alibi of
ignorance is unacceptable.

If it is not ignorance, what is it then? This
brings us to the endemic problem in India:
our appallingly poor track record in imple-
mentation. We have a plethora of progres-
sive and pro-active laws. Our Constitution is
one of the finest achievements of legislative
wisdom anywhere in the world. We are al-
most there, but we will not make it. We
dribble the ball with splendid adroitness up
to the D and, then, dither. Qpr national score
sheet would have made'far better reading
but for this.

Yet, it is not as though nothing has been
implemented. The implementation index of
ascheme or a policy remains sensitive to the
social segment that is meant to benefit from
it. Measures that benefit the privileged
classes are less vulnerable to executive ne-
glect or red tape. Correspondingly, it is far
more difficult to implement policies that are
likely to affect the advantages of the privi-
leged segments of the society.

Honest governance

The mark of honest governance is the
executive will to bridge the gulf between the
letter and the spirit — between legislative
mandate and executive action — of the Con-
stitution. In the present case, the present
government, especially Arjun Singh, the Hu-
man Resources Development Minister,
needs to be commended for its clarity of
vision and earnestness of purpose. We do

EMOTIVE ISSUE: Police remove a pro-reservation activist on We.
Medical Sciences, New Delhi, where doctors and medical stude

— PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY.

the nation a gross injustice in seeking to
subvert the implementation of the Constitu-
tion on the apprehension either that merit is
likely to be compromised in the process or
that a party is likely to benefit electorally in
its wake. To obstruct the initiatives of a
government to implement a constitutional
amendment is to legitimise bad governance
as well as to widen the gulf between law and
policy.

The generic issue here is not whether or
not the 93rd Amendment should be imple-
mented. It is, on the contrary, whether we
can tolerate the rule of law or not. Our com-
mitment to the rule of law is not proved
when we root for it when upholding the rule
of law is to our advantage. It is proved more
authentically when we stand by it even when
it is in conflict with our personal or class
interests. The insistence of the medicos that
Article 15(5) of the Constitution should not
be implemented is, in principle, akin to the
stance of the Sangh Parivar that matters
pertaining to faith are above the law. What is
equally disturbing is the indication that the
intellectual and academic elite of this coun-
try are losing their faith in a fair debate. The
quota issue could have been openly and ob-
jectively debated.

But that option was foreclosed and the
way of coercion was adopted precipitously.
This is worrisome because this is not a one-
off instance. We have been watching sadly
the erosion of a culture of robust debate in
our parliamentary democracy. Rather than
debate, issues are clinched by holding Par-
liament to ransom. A more alarming symp-
tom of our contrived collective faith in
violence, and the corresponding loss of faith
in debate and dialogue, cannot be thought of.
This is the road we should not, and cannot
afford, to take.

The anxiety that the proposed reservation
for the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) will
subvert merit seems plausible but is, in fact,
purblind. Much depends on what we mean
by merit. In this country of vast socio-eco-
nomic disparities and inequities, it is unjust
and misleading to define merit in an aca-
demic fashion. Shall we not say that merit, in
the context of health care, should also in-
clude compassion and the spirit of service?
Should there not be a way by which ‘merit’ is
translated into actual relief for the millions
of our people in rural and tribal areas?

The time has come for us to consider mak-
ing rural and tribal placements, at least for a
period of three years, compulsory for all

| G
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dnesday from the campus of the All-India Institute of
nts are staging a protest against increasing quotas.

prospective doctors. A doctor who is indif-
ferent to social justice is an aberration. Also,
there is no reason why the state should sub-
sidise the medical education of the rich,
mostly to enable them to find greener pas-
tures abroad or in lucrative private practice
in the metropolises. The cost of medical edu-
cation must be indexed to the paying capac-
ity of students.

Shocking events, one after the other, in
recent times alert us to the ethical degrada-
tion that the medical profession is going
through. The fact that medical students can,
without any qualms, resort to sharpening
the edges of their demands with the suf-
fering of the people, by boycotting work,
needs to be seen a symptom of this larger
malady.

The root of ethical behaviour is the ability
to see one’s interests in harmony with the
larger interests. Upsetting this ethical bal-
ance, this human equilibrium, in the interest
of protecting one’s own sectarian or class
interests is a trend that needs to be seen
clearly for what it portends for the society as
a whole. -

It strikes at the root of creating a whole-
some social order without which neither

merit nor progress makes any Sense/
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«ov Reconciling Ww

competlng interests

he anti-reservation stir that has spread across a
few cities would seem to have as its ingredients
hype and knee-jerk opposition mixed with some
elements of genuine concern. While it certainly
does not look like turning into an anti-Mandal II phase, it
has disrupted the working of hospitals and threatens to
heighten social tensions across urban India. Already, ag-
itations to counter the opposition to quotas in Central gov-
ernment educational institutions have been started in
different parts of the country, including Delhi and Banga-
lore. After the traumatic Mandal phase, a balance has been
struck, with all sections of political opinion remaining com-
mitted to reservations as a means of levelling the field for
those who are socially and educationally disadvantaged. At
the same time, a limit of 50 per cent has been set so that the
principle of equal opportunity for all irrespective of caste or
religion, and ‘merit’ in the sense of academic or entrance test
performance are not overridden completely. The primary
purpose of the Constitution (Ninety-third) Amendment was
to extend reservations to private educational institutions
after the Supreme Court struck down government quotas
and reservations in private unaided institutions. The issue
of reservations in Central government institutions was
brought to the fore by a statement of Union Human Re-
sources Minister Arjun Singh, particularly after the Election
Commission over-reacted to it and rajsed the qu tion of
violation of the model code of conducta“z N\X\ v
There are, of course, genuine concerhs {iger the p s51ble
reduction in the number of seats open to all on the basis of
academic performance. Such concerns can be taken care of
by increasing the number of places available so that open
competition opportunities are not diminished as a result of
quotas. This indeed has been found to be a practical way of
reconciling the interests of different sections in many
States, notably Tamil Nadu, where reservations have been in
vogue for several decades. While in the case of Central
government institutions generally what is involved is the
issue of social equity and striking a balance between the
interests of different sections, the question of extending
reservations to distinctive institutions such as IITs and
I1Ms raises a different set of issues altogether. Reservations
by definition involve some sacrifice of academic ‘merit’ —
testable in open, unmediated competition — at the altar of
social justice; and in the larger interests of society it may be
necessary to keep some institutions outside the purview of
reservations, and committed uncompromisingly to open
competition and the pursuit of academic excellence. The
IITs and the IIMs, through their intensely competitive and
rigorous admission processes that bring in the very best
students and by their commitment to education of the high-
est quality, have gained an enviable reputation internation-
ally. Public policy should ensure that they remain islands of
excellence, uninfluenced by any other consideration. Even
under aregime of reservations, there are certain areas where
professional capability and performance alone count to the
exclusion of all else — airline pilots, higher specialties in
surgery and medicine, and the higher ranks of the armed
forces, for instance. At the same time, improving access to
these institutions through positive action should be made a
priority. As for the rest, given the total political consensus at
the national level in favour of reservations, no agitation by a
small section of society, however worked up oveptheissue, is
going to make any difference. /

16 MM 2ot

THE. HINLU



a W e - Ao W

forere cammret, T, Sa @ oy
HIOAS 73, FLFHE TRE\T 93 Wi
A @IS T GG TFR A WA R
Frferam s fion aw weef @ e
ARG po51e! AP #Ata oie “Afebgyea
€% ©ITIR OIa W 12 3d frarm)

1® FIe IS0 PPt 7T oo
GAGFZ AAHT AT SR NS
s wifrafeE e AfFbeae vaw
RfeTs 71 7=, swas idg wry iR
e, SId WAHER R (eI @IS
e T 1 3R AR W wamR =
FFH AT Rww T @S A
Sifsian fRme e, ot Afeae ez
MBI ATH | ST OIHR S, 951 A
A Bw @, 2fie gi-sirEr g7 sig-
s IR ARTET QY wy ATw
T GIOAITS PR AR T A
Tw i dfsPmeliTs wrm A @y
GUTSR W, MIMFC ST ISR JH
FHE (NG AERAT ATIGNS WA
AfogICaR oAE @ TR, 9 [RIW
Frars erews Wt @rEd Sve [l
frn e faewda et 33 e
@R Pregfoomelne  Fuger
e Ryfers sanal

IS wiers PRt oe remmeiE
& S AL AGTNY SR A
RS Foww o F 0 g1 92 RS
SRITS @2 TS Toal FHfRwy o e
AR, ANET 7T 6 FASHA TFHF ©
g 3 AT (TeTe T AR 9
AH TS T A WR@AR G A
FAC, ©-6 BT 91 eI e [eans
TrEd 391 TR

@3 «fafEferes @ET TWeE Ww
wiface e A7 afdy wmd e
RTYB NI HI-ATAN Y YT ZJ
oferFImE] A9 CAAGE, TP
TrEl S Bz ek wHE &
gt W @3l v o o 20w

gdtafeos fefee Aigs
AL, HI3CR Hoas

4

iR ez Jordz AniaE 4w IR
IR rmeIR I, ‘9Bl @S
wpdtie SR a ohtee @11 e Row
F&f @ A o s, foq W@ st
ot (A7 IRE TR Bhir dre 3w
@ o @ fAew @R @me FfE
T @ty e T T

e EeTen A [l fw
viE-onedd e wiew R @ Few
R TERE| R AmE e o,
FEIHT ALANGATS! - T 7e78 G|
g ra =9 ¢ v B o
‘TSI Wt IE TWRE IE,
YR G P TG (& §A IR
IR, JATS AR 7117 0 HCHE Tl
) NSWHE GFRH Z2PL GF I O
GRS Tora 2196t TR e uF I
iz SIF M I AW, T o
AR WHAY (FAE| FA FE RIS
@ f[fey Aeor ITF IR AR
WA BATE T, TR W
ey 3fewtd Prars o fae) o
e (I Al Fifg SR A 992
WIAIWAL (AT | O 8 TS
(| TfFASIF A SAPFHLET IS
TWITHR SRR T FRAHCR WO (I
fag erwie FcaTz| TS A FdTH L,
(o3 e (ewl (A1 OF “38 I
T G AN IF FA HGI T

YR I (AT AREE, ATwA
e il ©ita @5t AUl i
FIFIAT AR DE-SISAR AH AL
F(A UG (@R NG THE FHCSHS
FEGHAIZ AN ST W | (g
I B @ WeII A7 Rfew w=
LT 4 YATS §F FACE| O AR
TP S wF e TITHE SN
foreiad wF 2@ IR G FA MAF @R
i AEw T 5els S firey @
G v FarE A gree o)

Ffafen corca @

?&W»

e A, Faste ¢ anwiE:
Trifee Adpals WTEi WA q¥Ew
Eoea SRAfer @rae Nt e
G THAd MRS Rrweete wEwer
Afeqw wae 9 I W W
el @ i FEssl, IWWH e
TR FIRAM AT ST ) AR (*fF
&, E, 3PHIR G @
FETS G2 PO G Sietaae
TG TH AN
THeiteiTe wieRew st ¥ 3o
TrEHWE aFiet Frw et fwraeeA,
@™ @R @ R ERw W =
wfrew ¢i95 CreR-Bagdwa TR
@4l FAA ot et sfiem s
P2 AFHAATS ARy wA vk s
& 9F TFt FY T TS| BN
TAF, AR SitE oo 6 freg
FY S AUIEA | 9 S TRAF
IaR 2R ¢ 3fem FAR Wl e
TReE &7 vt zwa o 4 2w

% W g fagh
TACNEACAR BoIR (| FH (FHT AIFR
FtE A T vl (E W we
Al TR AR g gk wRibe
TR G TN, i Five frars
v g vave gfime oreame aFi
«2 Frairez faraifie sma wiw a3
ra wiw P, By vretr e s
firares | AT @ifEm gt
0o TA WAIFHE SIS WY vy TR
i FraTs | Fwe T HTISITE Wa
W T @@ 93eR
TR SIPAHT AT T T, TS
TerER W, “oy ot @, o

A orE Wi, S iR 93 @,

L L

RI&E]

ﬁ% SERAIO[A0IE

fofees sfaream awfae o awdm
Tufe fbg =l

FeFelm @ W gfm oerw
Freis FEes FiTe 21 FER (S
fffeirs @meite @ €@ @fts Taw
e s | Qe (AF @fethw e
ATARTER LA ABITN STAF WA
foft Ao st witokew) Fe
“wrwen weife @31 T @MNeww
ATt AR (o1 o T @3 3w
ofefEn gevr ot s R
et oreits wien afdn AgrTRe)
gfme sieRe A wgfl shivie
PR AW, TWIHR wra  WFer
Fiter Afs wow wgA @ T oeA
@NTHa FTE 134 AFHS I S
FEE] (@ GFAR T/ Ty A e
et FraTem wyrE TElEe 7w afiwe
Taerel fewre e emimfae
AR AN ATHETES Giwa Siea ¢
ogdd waEE-Rree @it wwdE)
SltHa AH FAPOI A (ATSFTIA
FACEA FGEE TEF R PALAHA
aFieNe @S |

I e srete ofime gimm
sieRal FTe e 91 crewrn wfarEa
AR A #Aeg | AT fEwrE s
THE A Sobt (UrF Mfemm 1@ wha
5 RATsTe 9% 20| IBIATTS 277 T
e aafd waen = afefderm v v
| Serew fers srerEa v @
YT TrEEA A AT S5t (AF 0
T SO AT WA AN WA
BTA WGIE 96T A2 2J73! 6! Teaar
O S QLA TS T A T
@SB A% Sfferam Twewg FeitEa”
LAY TIEPRA AT T @i |-

18 MM /016

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA




‘SUOI3S I3Y30
JO SUISdUOD 3Y) SS3Ippe 03 Lem
® Jno puy 03 SUIAI} SeM PUE UOLS
-123p oy} Bunususidu 03 p9)
-JIwod A[nJ sem JUSWUIOAON
3y} pres pey ISISWIN duWid
3y} pres efey "I anssi 9y} Uo
13)STUTA dWLLd 9y} 9w ueddeap
-ueyD 'O pue Appay Iexeypng
‘g ‘eidnfseq sepning sqiN A
-Jed pue sfey ' A1eja100s feuon
-eu s3I Burpnpoul eIpuj Jo Aued
sunwwo) jo uonesdspp v
*anssT a3 SSNISIp 03 Aepanjes Uo
219y 99wwIo) Fun{Iom SN Jo
Suyesui e payres sey Alred ay ],
funaow
PO SUDLIOAA

‘pres epnys
N JABDUON WOJj Ssuone]
-[SU0D 1. [[IM ISISUTY duIlig
9y} pue udye] °q [[IM SM3IA
sonzed eoyriod UL ‘MO

| pasiom Bulaq SI eMuULIO} Y,
‘UOISTIAP
UOIIBAISS3I 3Y) JO JUNOIDE UO
N0 3s0[ 03 sjuapnis A1odajen fers
_ -uag 3y} JueMm Jou pIp I ‘Igeudq
| wnuixew 8y} 398 03 sO4O 9yl

__ AJ/ /w/

pajuesm 31 S[Iym pres epinys alfey
uosiadsoyods Ajred ‘smala Ieft
-W1s paoy23 00} §sa18U0D) L],
'SUI30U00
I19Y) SSaIppe O} B[NULIOJ B 1nO

Supjlom sem JUSWUIIAOCL Y]
Je p[o} adam L8y T, “HIom ay} 0}
UIN}3l O} WIdY) PIYSE pue sjuIp
-N}S [B2IPOW ) JO SPAIIRIUISAT
-da1 jow osfe IalxAPMW I

VN3XVS d33ANVS :0LOHd —~ "anssy uonoAlasal

3y} uo lIYYN qOUDIJ L2ISIUIPY UOIU[) YFIM SYID] J18Y]
J21fb uoos Appsany uo W) Ul SI0390p puD SIUIPNIS
pa1paw Bupyigs fo saanpjuasatday AYMAVIH INOS

.

‘wrelBquEpPIYD
‘d X9)SIUIN ddueury pue yduis
unfry Jaistuly  juswdopaasg
90IN0S3Y UeWN} SIpnjduf Woo
3y ‘oofrdyPnIN IN sapIsag
‘B[MULIO B N0 JIom O} san
-Ied peoryrjod pure A391008 Jo suon}
-03§ SNOLIBA UM SUOHBI[NSUOD
SNUMUOd pMnom WOH YL
"ayBIUl posealour
a3 J10ddns 03 aanjonayseryur Jut
-aoxduy pure s3e3S JO IAGUINU 3}
Surster jo Aypqrssod ay3 je Sul
-}{00] sem ‘s30In0s 0} JuIpIodvR
‘INOD) Y} ‘SUCHMI[ISUI [BUOIIED
-npa JayBIy ur sasse[) premiyoeqg
I9U1Q 10} SUOIIBAIISAI JO Uolje}
-usurajduut uo yoeq uyof ou sem
aIdy} jeyy paurrge Suraey
“UOTSSNISIP
10] ‘ssopwiey JUBWINQUY pUE
Jemed peleyS ‘SISISIUIA Jou
-38 OM) PajlAul JNOD) Y], 'WSIU
-BUO9UI B JNO HIoM 0} Aepsiny],
uo alay j9w saliapm qeueld
Aq papeay sza)sIUIN Jo dnoio
enUa) syl ‘9[fur] UONBAIISAL
31y} 03 uonNjos e Juipuy Jo yse}
oy} YMM posnuuT :H1IA MIN

juspuodsatio) reradg

2 yo0[peap ejonb yeaaq 0} syeds
UI 9SBAIIUI SULID

PISU0d dIJUI)

‘i}

N
Ny
NS

THL HINDU



S

20

Y

My e |

®|

T foer SicamErel, B Y5 (W
TFIHNY OiEEa B O
#{5a ST A 0 YL
TS FARCE (AT TIRBLE (FHA
fatee e, sifafyfe A face
QTR A Qs eIE
FAR S g o e o8
5q FeEplTs g s
BICTE | Sl%iew e wE 93
AR TwCER ©lF Sfferre «s
FRAFEHA AT SR
HETAF AW S 93
TR TR o AS 2NCE,
o7 a2 ofoufs wrcwn a7
WFFINTF Aqq W 22
dfem e A@WWIGTIE A
SRR AT S [
srEA e, 93 wiers 5%
AN FIAMATEE TFSLAR Siepd
Bl | (@ wASTH Nfive Bire
QG AT A G FAHIE €
tagifen  WgTwe @@
SFeTeTd TTE 3| Tre wa
TR S (76 ST 2OACE,
BTEql Y, A(30F (AT TS 5%
WESITHE 2TAbAT 9F Fle qH
75 g9 Afre wze )
ot fSamEl e
ZRASICE SWad @fde glamwa
Wik, MIFCR LB IARECE
FEFT FAS A €3 WS
iz @3 w3 fNfee offem oA
VIR FICE S0 AL @
JJfeir ToIEF PR oW, Sl
MRCAA SIRARTA! (T MYy
G-I FCI BIE I |
o oA W cute et e
(@G A ASUE WG BB
G5ve Big G @3 3afs
FEAANGTIR TSR 2N G|
fog aif%a Fibe oy coml %)
rrfara S 2AB s FArE

2006

sifemt @ wifafEfe s &)
fafest SRR (TS Cofieret
weammaee Afelfa s
ST AW, Yira BreiRlfers
SieTy oo Trad offer g
wEd TR (T e 99
FAHIE P4 (26l 304 TR
aFod wWize z7e S wame
Gora @mn wify senw wiEeE
GregTrae A oo Smawa
g Heoio B AN sl
o Weloffe gies  cer,
~epfesyd 3 i mwReda
BT SreTelR a0 offer glarra
s arel FHftrate) wad
i T e e s
TeE (afeR wams Gora
sffeft srem TR Areren
TER IR TEWE @Aty
BRI IGERIR T R O P
WEMITE SIS R
T TE @ qmd SiwnTe
feriore wierewa oWy xo XS
RO AT FEACL | SN
W (fed EEA Treifds
TAZ ©l7 TR g ARG erery
A ATS| oAt AsTw e
247 (9T @0 WA (AR
e ) fofv Bfewrad caraen
SLATE. (A (NG YCE AT
e fefa @rwa wofs s
«ifaw el Twrafia sl
7 e Afafe) am weifie
G342 43 WA QA o
AT AT AP Fewa
S TS GIZ0 W1 JAINE |
fof sncarfresora wy arew, “ @
geTe P @@WN| 97 Wz
T 2258 PR (FRe M
7Y 91 O@ (T o TOoLR €
wwrer o fRm sfferm

fefefne meml gl
wfGgerra =S orew 543"

1

ANADABAZAR PATEIKA



SIONIOV “PIES [BI01JO
0110d JOTUSS B ‘SIYSe[d oY} Ut
paanfur aiam ‘fauuosiad ad1]
-od pue uswreIpow ‘syuapnis
gurpnpour ‘erdoad ¢g punoge
‘ITe U] JI8A00 JI0J AXINOS 0}
wsy} SUTJI0] ‘WeY) UO SMolq
et Sururel uesaq USUISIIT
-od a3 ‘syuapnys Surdedures
343 }59Y0 03 p1q ¥ U] 's1s)s9)
-01d ¢z Inoqe o} seranfur o3 Sur
-pesf ‘edreys-uojeq Aaeay e 0}

310834 0} WO} SUTDI0] ‘SHONIS
UM uswsotfod payoelje oste
sJojeyr3e ejonb-oad sy,
‘9891
-TOD TEOIP3IA elljed 1e pajesny
3ureq axe pue saranfur peoy
paJtopns usuisuay jo s[dnoo y
“HaB3IE 93 UT paaniur a1om sist
-[euanof awos pue sfpuuRyd
Al Yel [ey pue smaN 1vlg
JO usawerswed ‘seull], ue}
-SnpUrH pue erpuy Jo ssurL,

Aeplid Uo BUIRY Ui SJOTRIISUOWSP BIOND-0.d UC SMOIq Ute 931{0d

BIPajA UQ adj JudA s1apoddns co;m»._wmmm
o p?] b

L ,?S

8y, ‘eIPU], JO ISnAJ, Sso1d :

8y} jo saeydeirdoloyd
'$309{q0 o0 pue
STYIE] ‘sYO1S YIim uorje)ide
33} SULI8A00 USUIRISWIED pUE
sistreuanof payoejye pue jua(
-0TA pau.mn) A9} ‘uo13esoadad
Aue noynm puy ‘sI19ysajoxd
eyonb-nyue jo sardyyye juamq
A8y} ‘mogepunot moresung
e Asnq ay3 Sutyoeai uQ ‘ue
-PIEAl TYpUEL) WO uotssadoxd
® 1N0 300} §10300p JoTum( pue
sjuapnjs resrpsut vlonb-oxd
Jo spagpuny ‘sQgQ J10j suon
-BAJIS9I onpoajut o} Tesod
-01d § A1)STUTUI 80IN0SH.T TeUT
-0y uotrif] ay3 Sursoddo asoyy

isurede suedo[s Stnoysg
‘sjuepnys a1} Aq sIyje| pue
SYO1IS UM uajeaq ‘pareds jou
axom ssaad 9y} Jo sasquiowt
usAd eyl A[3n os psuan}
Userd ayf, Aeprid uo arey
sxoyejrde eyonb-oxd pue sorjod
) UdaMIaq Yseo & Ul poan{
-ut 9.19Mm ‘Uswsoi[od oW0S pue
suosaderpawt Wi9ayj Jo anoj
‘ardoad eAlJ-AJaTy ] eujyed

AN

SIIONIDV "UOTJBII0SSE
A)Mmoey oY) jo epURH ¥ 3 1 Ples ,,‘wet)
0} U93SI[ 0} JUSUIUIBA0S Y} JUBM 9M pue
SI0}00p pire syuapnis sy} 3unyazoddns axe
9M,, Aepriy uo )seJ 3Uof-Aep e pay Uorn
-e1308sy Ai[noey SINILV 943} JO SI9qUIsH
‘saArjejuasaIdad pue syuapnis 1ed1pswt
Suryras a3 Sunroddns ‘ojTymuesy
‘paystiqe:
-89 9q OSTe P[NoMm SUOTINIIISUT MU Jei[)
3urppe ‘pres oy ,‘Oures 3y} Urewrad 0} on

Kepil4 uo ejonb Buisoddo soarpawu
peqepawyy Aq 3se304d Jub) ajpued y

-UTIuoo M s3eds A1039)e0 [etouas YL,
“Joejul paureuras syeas A10391e0 [eJouos
8U3 18y} 9INSUS 03 18P0 U FGT 03 PasTel ag
0} 9ABY prnom sjess 001 Suraey uorniys
-Ul Ue Ul 81898 8} ‘U0TIRAIISAI DY 93
tusuzs[duy 03 pres 88{ISIMA ‘BNULIO) A]
-ONIT 9} JnoqE A[peoIq SUTHTE], ‘99jIAUT U
Sem oyMm ‘ssopurey TUeNqUy J9)STUTUL
Yiresy se [[am se weIequepty) J J191SI
-UITw Saureuy ‘YBUTS UnfIy Ioistur quH
£q popus)ye sem Sur)eouI a1} ‘@8I YNNI
sapisag ‘ol{3oaquiI ejonb a1f) 9AT0SI
03 a8eyoed aarsusyardurod 8 Je 9ALLIE 0}
PpaurIOo] sId)sTUIW Jofues Jo dnoasd ayy Jo
Sunjeew e I8)Je pres salPYNNIN qeueIq
I9)STULUL SOUSJIP ,,‘INO PIHIOM 3q [[IM
suonjeoldui] [erouweury sy ], ‘suouniIsur
MU SUIIRAID OSTR pue suormIsu; urst
-X8 9} WI $1885 JO IoquINU o1} SUISLs.Iou]
N0 poyIom 3ursq oae seInsiy swog,,
‘pajuswerdurt sem
a1y e3onb 8y} o10joq Pasealou] aq sjess
a3} Jey} papuewsp sodipawr durisajoad
‘eronb DGO 8Y) Sunjuswerduur S[TYM po
-}08jJeun paurewol 1039380 reJeuss a3
Jel[} a.MsU9 0] SUOTINITISUT OSTe SB S18aS JO
JSQUINU JY) 3SBOIOUT 0} JNO Pusiom SUTIsG
Sem BNULIOJ  Jey]) ABPLL] UO JUsUIa)e)s
s a0ua) 9y 03 uipuodssy (I MIN

15414 SYR9S 9SLaIIU| O] dAUIY [|3L SOIIPAN

WIIS 07 Sanu1juod SISLID Bjony)

X

THE TIMES OF INDIA

b

oo,

L My o



GoM formula for

increasing seats

To submit report to Prime Minister today

o General category seats will not be disturbed

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI: The Group of Minis-
ters (GoM) on reservation said
on Friday it had evolved a for-
mula to find a solution to the
contentious issue and it would
submit a report to Prime Min-
ster Manmohan Singh on Sat-
urday.

Students all over the country
have been staging protests on
the issue.

Under the formula, the num-
ber of seats in institutions of
higher learning could be ex-
panded to take care of quota,
without disturbing the general
category seats.

This move would require the
Government to create infras-
tructure, including teaching fac-

ulty, and entail additional
expenditure.
Defence Minister Pranab

Mukherjee, who heads the GoM,
told presspersons after a meet-
ing of the Cabinet Committee on
Security that they were working
out some figures.

For instance, an institution
that has 100 seats would have to
increase its seats to 154. This
would help in extending reserva-
tion to other backward classes,
without disturbing the general
category. Those general catego-
ry seats which are there today
will continue to be the same, ”
Mr. Mukherjee said.

Besides Mr. Mukherjee, other
GoM members Human Re-
source Development Minister
Arjun Singh and Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram were pre-
sent. Union Health Minister
Anbumani Ramadoss was
invited.

Asked whether he would meet
the agitating students, Mr. Muk-
herjee said if they want to meet

20

o Pranab ready to meet agitating students

o Patna Medical College shut down

him, he would have no problem
in doing so.

The Minister on Thursday
met with representatives of the
students.

Political discussions

Mr. Mukherjee said the Prime
Minister would also have discus-
sions with various political
groups on the issue.

The Congress on Thursday
announced that Dr, Singh would
begin the process from Monday.

Medicos clash with police

K.Balchand reports from
Patna:

More than a dozen journalists
and police personnel were in-
jured when medicos, supporting
the demand for more quotas for
the Other Backward Classes in
higher education institutions,
went on the rampage here on
Friday. In police retaliation,
about two dozen medicos were
injured.

Poor coverage

The demonstrators carried
placards protesting the delay in
increasing the quota and the al-
legedly poor coverage of their
cause by the print and electronic
media. They smashed cars
parked in front of a newspaper
office. Some of them, wielding
lathis, assaulted mediapersons.
This led to scuffles. About 10
journalists, including camera-
men, and half a dozen police per-
sonnel suffered injuries.

MAY 2006

The police swung into action
when one of their colleagues fell
unconscious after he was beaten
up. They resorted to a lathi-
charge in which several medicos,
including women, were injured.

The medicos shut down the
Patna Medical College Hospital
and invited NDTV Special Cor-
respondent Manish to cover
their agitation. When he arrived,
they threwstones at him. He suf-
fered head injuries.

Nitish condemns

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
condemned the attack on jour-
nalists and police personnel and
said such criminal acts would
not be tolerated.

He directed Director-General
of Police Ashish Ranjan Sinha to
conduct an investigation into
the attack.

He said there was no justifica-
tion for any agitation as the Cen-
tre was yet to come out with a
concrete proposal on the quota
issue.

He was confident that a con-
sensus would be reached.

Mr. Kumar suggested an in-
crease in the number of seats in
educational institutions. He
hoped that engineering and
medical students would not al-
low anti-social elements to take
advantage of the situation and

mislead them.
L

Photograph on Page 14
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DELHI UNIVERSITY STUDENTS BACK QU@TA ?RO I'ESTEBS.,

SNS & P11

NEW DELHI, May 1%
Continuing their anti-
reservation protests, strik-
ing  medicos today
demanded that the num-
ber of seats in higher edu-
cational institutions be
increased before imple-
menting the proposed OBC
quota hike.

Joining the medicos in
their protests, representa-
tives of the AIIMS Facuity
Association began a day-
long fast without
striking work.

Agitating medicos today
received a shot in the arm
with Delhi University stu-
dents joining the anti -reser-
vation protests by taking
out a march on the varsity’s
north campus demanding
immediate roll back of the
proposed OBC duotas in
educational institutions.

Hundreds of students
shouting anti-reservation
slogans led by inspirational
writer Mr Shiv Khera took
out a protest march from
the arts faculty to the vice-
chancellor’s residence.

The DU students are also
joining the medicos on
hunger-strike at AIIMS
tomorrow.

Medicos want
more seats ',

Not the solution: Murthy

BANGALORE, May 19: Infosys chairman
MrNR Narayana Murthy today said that
increasing the number of seats in central
elite institutions was not the solution to

the reservation issue.

“Before talking about increasing the
seats, the government should talk to the
directors of the institutes and find out if

they have enough resources,” Mr Murthy, who is also
chairman of the governing body of [IM, Ahmedabad, told
reporters. “We should concentrate more on primary
education and provide students with more nutrition,
books and other facilities,” he said.

In Ahmedabad, IM-A director Mr Bakul Dholakia said.:
“We are in the process of increasing the number of seats;
from 180 in 2002 to 400 by 2007. At this juncture our pla te

is totally full”. W SNS

GoM report
The group of three senior
Cabinet ministers will sub-
mit its report to the Prime
Minister tomorrow, with
the defence minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, clearly
indicating that the formula
to defuse the quota crisis
would be centred around
the plan to increase the
number of seats for general
category students in Cent-
ral institutions to cushion
them from the proposed 27
per cent reservation for
OBCs there.

Mr Mukherjee, who

20 Mpy N0k

heads the group of m inis-
ters (GoM), said he adong
with the finance miriister,
Mr P Chidambaram, r epor-
ted to the PM abouit the
“progress on its work” dur-
ing the meeting ¢xf the
Cabinet Committize on
Security this eveningz. “I will
see the papers (reprort) and
send them by to morrow
morning (to the P1W)”, said
Mr Mukherjee.

Earlier today, the GoM
held its meeting, the sec-
ond one since yes.terday, on
the quota issue. Following
the meeting, Mr Mukherjee

M '(}
N

)S

tinveiled a preliminaxy gov-

ernment  formula - that
could be hammered our
and fine-tuned in coming;
days. “Increase the number-
of seats in the existing insti-
tutions and also create new’

institutions. Financia!l
implications will be
worked out.”

Mr Mukherjee said thar:
to implement the OBC
reservation, the seats in ar\
institution with 100 seats:
would have to be raised tcr
154 in order to ensure that
the existing general catego--
Iy seats remain intact.

Patna lathi-charge

. Thirty-five people, includ--

ing four mediamen anci
some policemen, wer:
injured in a clash in Patnia
today between police ancl
pro-quota agitators who
also targeted members of
the press with sticks.

Police resorted to a lathi -
charge to disperse the
demonstrators. Shoutingy
slogans against those
opposing reservation for
OBCs, hundreds of pro-
quota medical students.
and junior doctors took out;
a procession from ,the
Gandhi Maidan.

TME STATESMANM
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i and forwarded its re-

Mmusters Team Has Nothing New To Offer

(’ﬁ Panel’s solution:
Moré'quota, & seats

i New Delhi: The three-mem-
i ber ministers’ panel formed
i by the Prime Minister to re-
i solve the reservations im-
i broglio submitted its report
i to PM Manmohan Singh on
i Saturday. It has recommend-
i ed the implementation of quo-
i ta for OBCs as soon as possi-
i ble and also an increase in
: seats in elite educa-
i tional institutions.

: “The group of
i ministers held a
i meeting on Saturday

: port to the PMO,” a
i source said. The re-
¢ port favoured imple-
i mentation of the quo-
: ta for the OBCs as
{ soon as possible.
: However, it also recommend-
i ed increasing the number of
i seats in educational institutes
i in a phased manner so that
i general category seats are not
{ reduced. The government said
i the setting up of new ATIMS-
i like institutions across the
i country would result in more
i seats for the general category.
: PM Manmohan Singh on
: Saturday declared his govern-

‘:’l."b‘ ?“Q v:

THE

iINTHEEYEOF A
STORM: Arjun
Singh

S F

ment’s commitment to ensure
rapid improvement in the so-

cial and educational status of

the backward classes and mi-
norities. Without referring to
the controversy over reserva-
tions, he said his government
was committed to the welfare
of Dalits and tribals and all
weaker sections of minorities.
. “Our govt has given
all our minorities a
new sense of confi-
dence. We will ensure
rapid improvement in
the social and educa-
tional status of the
backward classes and
minorities. This is
our solemn commit-
ment,” he said.
Meanwhile, tough-
ening its stand, the health min-
istry on Saturday warned that
stringent action would be tak-
en against medicos who con-
tinue to abstain from work over
the proposed 27% reservations
for OBCs. Advertisements were
put out in newspapers for doc-
tors in central government-run
hospitals. Officials said the
walk-in interviews would be-
gin on Monday. acencies

\’*} tal 3\

Now, students
let their
silence speak

New Delhi: Intensifying their
month-old stir, thousands of
students and doctors from
across the country, joined by
their parents and teachers,
took out a massive silent
march here on Saturday de-
manding rollback of the gov-
ernment’s quota proposals for
central educational institutes.
Amid tight security, medi-
cos from across the country,
along with students from IITs,
Delhi University and Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, mem-
bers of the Resident Welfare
Association rallied from Mau-
lana Azad Medical College in
central Dethi to Jantar Mantar.
Waving placards and banners,
the students, under the aegis of
‘Youth For Equality’, were
joined by cricketer-turned-
politician Navjot Sidhu, the
BJP MP from Amritsar, and in-
spirational writer Shiv Khera
in criticising the Centre’s quo-
ta policy. Medical students from
Varanasi, Mangalore, Bikaner,
Jaipur, Rohtak, Patiala and
Ajmer also joined the rally
along with engineers from 54
private companies, including
some major software firms.
“We want a peaceful rally
and avoid any confrontation
with the police and pro-reser-n
vation activists. Let us not
shout slogans. Let our silence
speak for itself,” Dr Kumar
Harsh, a representative of
‘Youth For Equality’ said.
Addressing the gathering at
Jantar Mantar, Sidhu struck an
immediate chord with the stu-
dents with his one-liners. He
said, “The Mandal commission
recomendations, introduced in
1989, neither translated into
votes for politicians nor bene-
fited the backward class sec-
tions.” Students on Friday said
they would be okay with reser-
vations if the general category
seats were increased. AGencies




Meeting the challenge of Mandal 11

Is there a way forward where both merit and social justice can be given their due?

This two-part series attempts to find one.

Satish Deshpande & Yogendra Yadav

HE CENTRAL Government’s

move to introduce reservations for

Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in

elite institutions of higher and pro-
fessional education — popularly known as
Mandal IT — seems to be heading towards a
stalemate. In this article, we propose a pos-
sible solution that might take us beyond the
debilitating standoff between ‘merit’ and
‘social justice’.

This is clearly an ambitious and optimis-
tic agenda, especially because Mandal II
proves that some mistakes are destined to be
repeated. Once again the Government ap-
pears set to do the right thing in the wrong
way, without the prior preparation, careful
study, and opinion priming that such an im-
portant move obviously demands. It is even
more shocking that students from our very
best institutions are willing to re-enact the
horribly inappropriate forms of protest
from the original anti-Mandal agitation of
1990-91. As symbolic acts, street-sweeping
or shoe-shining send the callous and arro-
gant message that some people — castes? —
are indeed fit only for menial jobs, while
others are ‘naturally’ suited to respectable
professions such as engineering and med-
icine. However, the media do seem to have
learnt something from their dishonourable
role in Mandal I. By and large, both the print
and electronic media have not been incendi-
ary in their coverage, and some have even
presented alternative views. Nevertheless,
far too much remains unchanged across 16
years.

Perhaps the most crucial constant is the
absence of a favourable climate of opinion.
Outside the robust contestations of politics
proper, our public life continues to be dis-
proportionately dominated by the upper
castes. Itis therefore unsurprising, but stilla
matter of concern, that the dominant view
denies the very validity of affirmative action.
Indeed the antipathy towards reservations
may have grown in recent years. The main
problem is that the dominant view sees quo-
tas and the like as benefits being handed out
to particular caste groups. This leads log-
ically to the conclusion that power-hungry
politicians and vote bank politics are the
root causes of this problem. But to think
thus is to put the cart before the horse.

A rational and dispassionate analysis of
this issue must begin with the one crucial
fact that is undisputed by either side — the
overwhelming dominance of upper castes in
higher and especially professional educa-
tion. Although undisputed, this fact is not
easy to establish, especially in the case of our
elite institutions, which have always been
adamant about refusing to revewbnforma-
tion on the caste composition of their stu-
dents and faculty. But the more general
information that is available through the
National Sample Survey Organisation clear-
ly shows the caste-patterning of educational
inequality. Some of the relevant data are
shown in Tables 1 and 2.

Table 1 shows the percentage of graduates
in the population aged 20 years or above in

Table1

Group inequalities in
higher education:

STs, SCs, Muslims, and OBCs lag behind.
Sikhs, Christians, Upper Caste Hindus &
Others far ahead

Table shows percentage of graduates
in population aged 20 years and above.
Castes/Communities |  Rural Urban

India India
ST 11 10.9
sC 1.2 47
Muslim 1.3 6.1
Hindu-0BC 21 8.6
Sikh 2.8 25.0
Christian 4.1 23.7
Hindu-Upper Caste 5.3 25.3
Other Religions 5.4 31.5
ALL INDIA AVERAGE| - .26 155
Source: Computed from NSSO 55th
Round Survey, 1999-2000

different castes and communities in rural
and urban India. Only alittle more than1per
cent of Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes,
and Muslims are graduates in rural India,
while the figure for Hindu upper castes is
four to five times higher at over 5 per cent.
The real inequalities are in urban India,
where the SCs in particular, but also Mus-
lims, OBCs, and STs are way behind the
forward communities and castes with a
quarter or more of their population being
graduates. Another way of looking at it is
that STs, SCs, Myglims, and OBCs are always
below the national average while the other
communities and especially Hindu upper
castes are well above this average in both
rural and urban India.

Table 2 shows the share of different castes
and communities in the national pool -of
graduates as compared to their share of the
total population aged 20 years or more. In
other words, the table tells us which groups
have a higher than proportionate (or lower
than proportionate) share of graduates.
Once again, with the exception of rural
Hindu OBCs and urban ST, the same groups
are severely under-represented while the
Hindu upper castes, Other Religions (Jains,
Parsis, Buddhists, etc.), and Christians are
significantly over-represented among grad-
uates. Thus the Hindu upper castes’ share of
graduates is twice their share in the pop-
ulation aged 20 or above in rural India, and
one-and-a-half times their share in the pop-
ulation aged 20 or above in urban India.
Compare this, for example, to urban SCs and
Muslims, whose share of graduates is only
30 per cent and 39 per cent respectively of
their share in the 20 and above population.

wt S

Over- and Under-Represented

Groups:

STs, SCs, Muslims & urban OBCs severely
under-represented. Sikhs,Christians, Hindu
Upper Castes & Others over-represented

Table shows group share of all gradu-
ates as a percentage of group share of
20+ population. Numbers below 100
indicate under-representation, above
100 indicate over-representation.
Caste and Rurat | Urban
Community Groups India Indla
ST 43 n
SC 41 30
Muslim ' 52 39
Hindu-0BC 82 56
Sikh 107 164
Christian 200 154
Hindu-UC 205 164
Other Religions 200 200
Source: Computed from NSSO 55th

Round Survey, 1999-2000

It should be emphasised that these data
refer®to all graduates from all kinds of in-
stitutions countrywide — if we were to look
at the elite professional institutions, the rel-
ative dominance of the upper castes and
forward communities is likely to be much
stronger, although such institutions refuse
to publish the data that could prove or dis-
prove such claims.

Although it is implicitly conceded by both
sides, upper caste dominance is explained in
opposite ways. The upper castes claim that
their preponderance is due solely to their
superior merit, and that there is nothing to
be done about this situation since merit
should indeed be the sole criterion in deter-
mining access to higher education. In fact,
they may go further to assert that any at-
tempt to change the status quo can only
result in “the murder of merit.” Those who
are for affirmative action argue that the tra-
ditional route to caste dominance — namely,
an upper caste monopoly over higher educa-
tion — still remains effective despite the
apparent abolition of caste. From this per-
spective, the status quo is an unjust one
requiring state intervention on behalf of dis-
advantaged sections who are unable to force
entry under the current rules of the game.
More extreme views of this kind may go on
to assert that merit is merely an upper caste
conjuring trick designed to keep out the low-
er castes.

What is wrong with this picture? Nothing,
except that it is only part of a much larger
frame. For if we understand merit as sheer
innate ability, it is difficult to explain why it
should seem to be an upper caste monopoly.
Whatever people may believe privately, it is

et

now beyond doubt that arguments for the
genetic or natural inferiority of social groups
are unacceptable. If so, how is it that, rough-
ly speaking, one quarter of our population
supplies three quarters of our elite profes-
sionals? The explanation has to lie in the
social mechanisms through which innate
ability is translated into certifiable skill and
encashable competence. This points to in-
tended or unintended systemic exclusions
in the educational system, and to inequal-
ities in the background resources that edu-
cation presupposes.

It is their confidence in having monopo-
lised the educational system and its prereq-
uisites that sustains the upper caste demand
to consider only merit and not caste. If edu-
cational opportunities were truly equalised,
the upper castes’ share in professional edu-
cation would be roughly in proportion to
their population share, that is, between one
fourth and one third. This would not only be
roughly one third of their present strength
in higher education; it would also be much
less than the 50 per cent share they are
assured of even after implementation of
OBC reservations!

If the upper caste view needs an unexam-
ined notion of merit that ignores the social
mechanisms that bring it into existence, the
lower caste or pro-reservation view appears
to require that merit be emptied of all its
content. While this is indeed true of some
mpilitant positions, the peculiar circum-
stances of Indian higher education also al-
low alternative interpretations. In a
situation marked by absurd levels of “hyper-
selectivity” — 300,000 aspirants competing
for 4000 IIT seats, for example — merit gets
reduced to rank in an examination. As edu-
cationists know only too well, the exam-
ination is a blunt instrument. It is good only
for making broad distinctions in levels of
ability; it cannot tell us whether a person
scoring 85 per cent would definitely make a
better engineer or doctor than somebody
scoring 80 per cent or 75 per cent or even 70
per cent.

In short, it is only a combination of social
compulsion and pure myth that sustains the
crazy world of cut-off points and second
decimal place differences that dominate the
admission season. Such fetishised notions of
merit have nothing to do with any genuine
differences in ability. The caste composition
of higher education could well be changed
without any sacrifice of merit simply by in-
stituting a lottery among all candidates of
broadly similar levels of ability — say, the top
15 or 25 per cent of a large applicant pool.

But the inequities of our educational sys-
tem are so deeply entrenched that caste in-
equalities might persist despite some
change. We would then be back where we
started — with the apparent dichotomy be-
tween merit and social justice in higher edu-
cation. How do we transcend this dilemma?
Is there a way forward where both merit and
social justice can be given their due?

(Satish Deshpande is Professor of Sociol-
ogy at Delhi University; Yogendra Yadav is
Senior Fellow at the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies, Delhi.)
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MONOBINA GUPTA

New Delhi, May 21: The Cen-
tre is likely to go back on its
commitment fo providing a 25
per cent reservation of seats
for children from weaker sec-
tions in private unaided pri-
mary schools.

Faced with protests from
the private school lobby, the
government is preparing to
drop the quota clause from the
free and compulsory educa-
tion bill that has been in the
pipeline for four years.

The move comes at a time
when the human resource de-
velopment ministry is seeking
to introduce a bill to give 27 per
cent reservation to students
from Other Backward Classes
(OBC) in higher education in-

stitutions. ’

Both bills have a similar
trajectory. The free and com-
pulsory education bill will
translate into action the gov-
ernmer.t’s commitment in the
96th Constitutional Amend-
ment Act to provide free edu-
cation to all children in the 6-
14 age group.

Similarly, the controver-
sial bill for OBC reservation
will fulfil the government’s
commitment, made in the 93rd
Constitutional Amendment
Act, to introduce a quota for
students from socially and ed-
ucationally backward
sections.

The question of a quota in
government schools does not
arise since they tend to get
children primarily from weak-

er sections in any case.

Private schools have been
lobbying the government to
get the clause scrapped. They
argue that children from
weaker sections will find it dif-
ficult to cope with the syl-
labus. Their backgrounds will
be very different from those
that usually study in these
schools, causing a mismatch
the authorities will have trou-
ble coping with.

It is also true that if these
schools were to make space for

underprivileged  children,
they would have to accept loss
of some income.

Members of the Central
Advisory Board of Education
(CABE), a body that helped
draw up the bill, say they will
not allow the government to

THE VELEGRAP

On another quota, a rethink

scrap the quota.

There have been prece-
dents, however, of the private
school lobby getting its way
with the government and the
examination boards.

Recently, the Central Board
of Secondary Education left it
to the discretion of private
schools to give free education
to a girl if she were the only
child of her parents. But it was
made mandatory for govern-
ment schools.

Barring a few, most Delhi
schools have reneged on their
commitment to keeping a 15
per cent quota for children
from poor families. The com-
mitment was part of the un-
derstanding with the Delhi
government that gave them
land at a concessional rate.




IRe B $2U) bic BEIGBle-BEIOME BbIGER |20 25 1k | 35 QBileltlie M Bl Blic 25 S0diz) Blbokl) ] SRRl bbbk Blisslie U lduls] ND,, “tebodl 191
%%E@gggggv@%@%@,ggﬁ?% BlleloliGtle S1@ls Bl ok SIBRELR Dl |islis Bllslia Zlie: FOL) Rlle ehjlous]iic
ek M) 1100) @bl GlaBb MaDle 10% b RO Blix b-le)aiZ Fhlle BLICH) 2B 3ob 10 e kioR ek SiEN bkdlle Bldle PURE Bbidebile Blduld 92
[ Eella-tie Joliedle 55 @k Iedle ok Blltsielpiln ‘Shi) bloble e bl b bbbl |k Gl 5O Bl PlajoZ SIGEBls 25 1102 SOlbE
04lIb il fieip BBl Hllia Alble $2¢b) 1Eibllelbdle bl he)8] a&led LIk leqilodlfele BRI bdustle fold OlRGE 1£04] SIS BRlb] b5 Ll Blkal) Bl 12
[eledb> |lng Srsdle BANBIL lnlble Shlleate boislilie BRIl Qitleb BlDdriblc (o1 UL "B BUG Mp 1Eled
‘SlafE B 1520 el SJEBls 140 UGl | R BY) keloyy) — | Bkl | bk 25 Gbljein Bloldled g pllz ke 1950] BPE Sl B |l E1ll)
lqliedlle Suadle Bhillele ki) Qlltkbl Blle le{ik)ier - . HOBG Bkln BEGBIc lehic Moz Bh RO [RBE $ID
(2L |@RJIEI| Bl@ 5ol Melle]> Dledle, Bells (Bietelilz ) 1OBIBIL lebls BEUBE
lodulsdic BB Bde) Blidbied) B Bhikeds bl i lodulsSie SBb | bow B goUEd] Bl | lelE|B0e kil
bzl Blobl flen Blie Gl Bl ‘il (&b SRisa 8 BEUEURE teholbille 5[Bietellzia | 10[11Z S5 19556 S
B1D Gt BS (b92 116U itk 5D T 0954 Blbblb) b Blbllk) Gl GUBD Gtllels holidlle LzlBIb] beulslie BIG
I fleis blise Told beubslhe ‘Melodb Blied (Bl (@RI Sallislic 5O Plelal blelalbe gkl Blalgls kel 6 $¢
Dmoe Zo5 1) e sahih bole bkb oob ki s B2l 822 Eibl 905 ladbb
blol@bsi@llelels Blo Su)lbielle 0O 1315 Fhdule i)
Ble B ‘Sledibe BlElit el Ib(Elsldlile |
Bledle  |ibddelel  BOREE  MEBS  (Hh polbGk
pRiER B HEHmbRl, Boakls bk BxEl | T
flois B 1Ozt Qlledb] |Zal% lolisls QEIBll Blodlallalelz 14

195 1218 @0tk Hialiag Bl sl Beb} 12l Ele &
[ Slelle QUi BlEREE,, a0l 1k blid 1o Bk
o f.gibaledd e fokB, | Blkeliny RIBIED lelolfelithe et
HoldboZle Bdedls BRR $IB) [@ 3B bIGIS Eitsqlledlla

B BUG Blebk bEBe llde )kl elob
B o Bliep1e) kIS blalhdlie Sall 1h@llh) Slishbille
BeIqjie (Bl BUBS) Kk BRIELDIA [Bibialiills. Blls VLAY oo 2 gogh saboyz 1bjo EEIS DIEGL:
IEBe Rlxfs Bl bl QU] &Ik kiltie bipale Ighila telodbe tabllle bd) B Bhddhih fedn
it BlbBle K] RIBD 1Alb) S ile I ete Q] Ll il [ (G0 120 BIBD 1QIS) Bifkdie Bliot) 1205, slndiie $)) st Bi0i@kie syifelh |G| BEIBSIe QA o) RG> b Sl
@@dwﬁ@?&%&mﬁaﬁw%g&%ﬁw%nﬁ@pﬁw%m@& 9&5%%_@?E%mpwpr@eég%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ@ﬁ&
Blie 2] (i |flob? el Z5G g5 i 202 BjsE Blduly) QD GUF bibit: ok b Bilslls Qffskl RG] BIIGbIc Blej@E Bk 2510 | EURGE teliille B bduisie BUD2
10 ‘@il Bl &) Blebic (s BlEs) bdubiie Bllle) Blebisle MG ldule X9, 2PE) Bib 2B ble ‘Glied SW|QhIck flein BIAL kad | ibilie Sk £ Sl BRI pElKe

LBb Sl B | ks b Bale) fletn) @ Sl Blie Q1 & EE%E% Y /v\@ |l %)% 1o B AN ) 2T Blalliki Iaklbile RG]
I Aﬁu% &EHSQAQ\U\,N Y ) MV q\om

wield Blodle a\de).

ANADABAZAR PATKIKA

¢ MBY 2n0g



g

o 5 °
Reservation — an alternative proposal

In this second and concluding part of their series, the author% offer a method to ensure

Satish Deshpande & Yogendra Yadav

HE ALTERNATIVE proposed

here is rooted in the recognition

that we need to go beyond a sim-

ple-minded reduction of ‘merit’
and ‘social justice’ to singular and mutually
exclusive categories. In reality, both merit
and social justice are multi-dimensional,
and the pursuit of one does not require us to
abandon the other. The proposal seeks to
identify the viable common ground that per-
mits simultaneous commitment to both so-
cial justice and excellence. It seeks to
operationalise a policy that is morally justi-
fied, intellectually sound, politically defen-
sible, and administratively viable.

Let us present the basic principles that
underlie this proposal before getting into
operational details. First of all, this proposal
is based on a firm commitment to policies of
affirmative action flowing both from the
constitutional obligation to realise social
justice and also from the overall success of
the experience of reservations in the last 50
years. Secondly, we recognise the moral im-
perative to extend affirmative action to edu-
cational opportunities, for a lack of these
opportunities results in the inter-genera-
tional reproduction of inequalities and se-
verely restricts the positive effects of job
reservations. Thirdly, it needs to be remem-
bered that the end of affirmative action can
be served by various means including reser-
vation. The state’s basic commitment is to
the end, not any particular means. Finally,

flowing from the experience of reservations -

for socially and educationally backward
classes (SEBCs), we need to recognise that
there are multiple, cross-cutting, and over-
lapping sources of inequality of educational
opportunities, all of which need redress.
This is what our proposal seeks to do.

The proposal involves computing scores
for ‘academic merit’ and for ‘social disad-
vantage’ and then combining the two for
admission to higher educational institu-
tions. Since the academic evaluation is less
controversial, we concentrate here on the
evaluation of comparative social disadvan-
tage. We suggest that the social disadvantage
score should be divided into its group and
individual components. For the group com-
ponent, we consider disadvantages based on
caste and community, gender, and region.
These scores must not be decided arbitrarily
or merely on the basis of impressions. We
suggest that these disadvantages should be
calibrated on the basis of available statistics
on representation in higher education of dif-
ferent castes/communities and regions,
each of these being considered separately
for males and females. The required data
could come from the National Sample Sur-
vey or other available sources. It would be
best, of course, if a special national survey
were commissioned for thjspurpose.

Besides group disadvantages, this scheme
also takes individual disadvantages into con-
sideration. While a large number of factors
determine individual disadvantages (family
history, generational depth of literacy, sib-
ling education, economic resources, etc.), we
believe there are two robust indicators of
individual disadvantage that can be oper-
ationally used in the system of admission to
public institutions: parental occupation and
the type of school where a person passed the
high school examination. These two varia-
bles allow us to capture the effect of most of
the individual disadvantages, including the
family’s educational history and economic
circumstances.

In the accompanying tables, we illustrate
how this scheme could be operationalised. It
needs to be underlined that the weightages
proposed here are tentative, based on our
limited information, and meant only to il-
lustrate the scheme. The exact weights could
be decided after examining more evidence.
We suggest that weightage for academic
merit and socj disadvantage be distributed

Table A

both merit and social justice are taken into account. 4 W% Ny W \

"Lower’ OBC/ Femafe 12 10 8 6
MBC/Muslim OBC Male 10 8 6 4
Upper’ OBC/ Female 10 8 6 4
Non-0BC Muslim Male 8 6 4 2
All Others Female 4 3 2 1
Male 2 1 0 0

Table B

Ordinarf Governmentv Scﬁodl v
Private School (non-English medium)
Private English Medium School

Special Residentlal Govt. School (Navodaya/Sainik)

Exclusive/ Residential 'public’ School

Village /Town | City Upto | Large City
Upto50,000 | 3,00000 | /Metro
5 - 4 3
3 ' 2 1
2 1 0
1 1 0
0 0 0

Table €

INDIVIDUAL DISADVANTAGE: Family Background

Unorganised sector low-pay occupations awarded highest points, i.e. 3.
Managerial/Professional and high level government jobs awarded zero points.

‘ Mother's occupation

 Managerlal/
professional/big
busingss/ Class |

Father's occupation R
Clerical/ lower |
professional/ | All others (non

medium business/ | Income Tax paying)

Managerial/professional/
big business/ Class | and Il

Clerical/ lower professional/
medium Rusiness/ class 1l and IV

All others (non Income Tax paying)

and il 4 class 1 and IV
0 0 0
0 1 2
0 2 3

on a scale of 0-80, while the social disad-
vantage score would range from 0 to a maxi-
mum of 20.

Awarding social disadvantage points

Table A shows how the group disadvan-
tage points can be awarded. There are three
axes of group disadvantage considered here:
the relative backwardness of the region one
comes from; one’s caste and community (on-
ly non-SC-ST groups are considered here);
and'one’s gender. The zones in the top row
refer to a classification of regions — this can
be at State or even sub-State region level —
based on indicators of backwardness that
are commonly used and can be agreed upon.
Thus Zone I is the most backward region
while Zone IV is the most developed region.
The disadvantage points would thus de-
crease from left to right for each caste group
and gender.

The castes and communities identified
here are clubbed according to broadly simi-
lar levels of poverty and education indica-
tors (once again the details of this can be
agreed upon). The lower OBCs and Most
Backward Castes along with OBC Muslims
are considered most disadvantaged or least-
represented among the educated, affluent,
etc., while upper caste Hindus, Sikhs, Chris-
tians, Jains, Parsis, etc., are considered to be
the most forward’ communities.

Disadvantage points thus decrease from
top to bottom. Gender is built into this ma-
trix, with women being given disadvantage
points depending on their other attributes,
that is, caste and region. Thus the hypotheti-
cal numbers in this table indicate different
degrees of relative disadvantage based on all
three criteria, and most importantly, also on

the interaction effects among the three.
Thus, a woman from the most backward
region who belongs to the lower OBC, MBC,
or Muslim OBC groups gets the maximum
score of 12, while a male from the forward
communities from the most developed re-
gion gets no disadvantage points at all.

Tables B and C work in a similar manner
for determining individual disadvantage.
For these tables, all group variables are ex-
cluded. Table B looks at the type of school
the person passed his or her secondary ex-
amination from, and the size of the village,
town, or city where this school was located.
Anyone going to an ordinary government
school in a village or small town gets the
maximum of 5 points in this matrix. The
gradation of schools is done according to
observed quality of education and implied
family resources, and this could also be re-
fined. A student from an exclusive English
medium public school in a large metro gets
no disadvantage points.

Table C looks at parental occupation as a
proxy for family resources (that is, income
wealth, etc., which are notoriously difficult
to ascertain directly). Since this variable is
vulnerable to falsification and would need
some efforts at verification, we have limited
the maximum points awarded here to three.
Children of parents who are outside the or-
ganised sector and are below the taxable
level of income get the maximum points, and
the occupation of both parents is consid-
ered. Those with either parentin Class L or II
Jobs of the government, or in managerial or
professional jobs get no points at all. Inter-

Y Y

placed than those in the unorganised, low
pay sector.

Combining the scores in the three matric-
es will give the total disadvantage score,
which can then be added to the standardised
academic merit score to give each candi-
date’s final score. Admissions for all non-SC-
ST candidates, that is, for 77.5 per cent of all
seats, can then be based on this total score.

Differences and advantages

While our proposal shares with the pro-
posal mooted by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) the com-
mitment to affirmative action and the desire
to extend it to educational opportunities,
the scheme we propose differs from the
Ministry’s proposal in many ways. The Min-
istry’s proposal seeks to create a bloc of
‘reserved’ seats. Our proposal applies to all
the seats not covered by the existing reserva-
tion for the SC, ST, and other categories. The
MHRD proposal recognises only group dis-
advantages and uses caste as the sole crite-
rion of group disadvantage in educational
inequalities. We too acknowledge the signif-
icance of group disadvantages and that of
caste as the single most important predictor
of educational inequalities. But our scheme
seeks to fine-tune the identification by rec-
ognising other group disadvantages such as
region and gender. Moreover, our scheme is
also able to address the interaction effects
between different axes of disadvantage
(sucH as region, caste, and gender, or type of
school and type of location, etc.).

While recognising group disadvantages,
our scheme provides some weightage to in-
dividual disadvantages relating to family
background and type of schooling. Our
scheme also recognises that people of all
castes may suffer from individual disadvan-
tages, and offers redress for such disadvan-
tages to the upper castes as well. While the
MHRD proposal is based on an all-or-noth-
ing approach to recognising disadvantages
(either you are an OBC or you are not), our
proposal allows for flexibility in dealing with
variations in degrees of disadvantage,

The scheme we propose here is a modified
version of one that was designed for the
selection process of a well-known interna-
tional fellowship programme for higher edu-
cation, where it was successful for some
years. Thousands of applications have al-
ready been screened using this scheme. A
similar scheme has been used for admissions
to Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
The working of this scheme does not seem to
offer any insurmountable operational diffi-
culties, despite the vast expansion in scale
that some contexts might involve.

In the final analysis, the most critical ad-
vantage of a scheme such as the one we are
proposing is that it helps to push thinking on
social justice along constructive and rational
lines. One of the inescapable dilemmas of
caste-based affirmative action policies is
that they cannot help intensifying caste
identities. The debate then gets vitiated be-
cause it concentrates on the identities rath-
er than on the valid social reasons why those
identities are used as indicators of disad-
vantage. Our scheme clearly links caste
identities to measurable empirical indica-
tors of disadvantage. It thus helps to de-
essentialise caste and to focus attention on
the relative progress made by these
communities.

Thus groups such as Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, etc., occupy particular positions in
this scheme purely by virtue of the levels of
educational advantage or disadvantage. The
scheme allows policies to be calibrated ac-
cording to the changing relative positions of
different groups, and takes care of such is-
sues as poor upper castes, ‘creamy layer,’ etc.
It reminds us, in short, that caste or commu-
nity matter not in themselves, but because
they continue to be important indicators of
tangible disadvantages in our unequal and

mediate jobs in the organised sector, in- uniust society.
cluding Class III and IV jobs in t}%‘;’hispmposalhasbeen developed in con-

government, are reckoned to be bettef
\ //

sultation with many social scientists.)
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A fair balance , -

~>Yon reservations B)a*"

4 n deciding to come up with a law in the onsoon
session of Parliament to provide for 27 per cent reser-
vations for Other Backward Classes in Central gov-
ernment educational institutions, the United

Progressive Alliance government has gone by the consensus
among all the major political parties. At the same time, by
starting the scheme from the next academic year rather than
rushing to implement it this year, it has bought itself enough
time to work out the modalities and, more important, pro-
tect the interests of all sections by increasing the number of
seats so that opportunities now available in the open compe-
tition will not be curtailed. In all, the decision represents a
fair balance between affirmative action for the OBCs and
safeguarding the interests of all sections. Right now in Cen-
tral government educational institutions, around 77 per
cent of the seats are open to competition and if the same
numbers are to be retained after providing for the reserva-
tion of 27 per cent for the OBCs, the seats available will have
to be increased to 154 per cent of the current levels. The
assurance that the existing number of seats in the open
competition will not be reduced should dispel the fears of
the agitating doctors and students, and there is no real
reason now for thgm to continue with the anti-reservation

Stir. W W ;)‘ W
In seeking to implement the feservations scheme, the

Government should bear in mind three imperatives. First, if
the institutions are to take in additional numbers, it must
get serious about strengthening their physical and academic
infrastructure, including faculty, that would already seem to
be under strain. The proposed Rs.7,800 crore one-time
outlay over a period of three to five years and the Rs.2,200
crore expenditure to be incurred every year after the in-
stitutional expansion would be eminently worthwhile, and
funds should not be hard to come by, given the buoyancy in
reveniues. Secondly, in the larger interests of the nation,
some institutions such as the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology and the Indian Institutes of Management need to be
retained as islands of excellence, their entrance standards
uncompromised even by socially desirable goals. If these
institutions are able to provide education of a quality that
could match the standards anywhere in the world, it is
largely because the intensely competitive admission proc-
esses bring in students of the highest calibre. There may be
debates over the right way of testing “merit”, but in an
educational institution any move away from an assessment
of academic attainment and academic potential towards
non-academic criteria would inevitably compromise stan-
dards. Thirdly, there is the danger that, as has happened too
often in the States, affirmative action would be seen as
having been completed with the institution of quotas at the
university stage. The task of strengthening the public school
system that caters to the socially and educationally disad-
vantaged, as well as special enrichment programmes that
would level the field are equally important and brook ng"
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Presiden

Staff Reporter

NEW DELH!: President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam on Wednesday appealed
to students protesting against
reservation in institutions of
higher education to call off their
hunger strike. He assured them
that the interests of all sections
of the student community would
be taken care of by the Govern-
ment. Dr. Kalam told a delega-

t's ap

tion of students, which met him
under the aegis of Youth for Jus-
tice (YFJ), that their parents had
pinned lots of hopes on them to
fulfil their educational pursuits
and that they should realise that
every life was precious.

The President explained to
the students that the Govern-
ment had decided to bring in the
legislation during the monsoon
session of Parliament only after

eal to edféos
I\z? \ N JP

considerable deliberations. He
also reminded them that the
Government would constitute
an Oversight Committee that
will draw up a time-bound road
map for increasing the number
of seats in institutions of higher
education and submit its report
by August 1.

Talking to reporters later,
YFJ convenor Kapil Mishra said:
“We demanded a white paper

¥ -
A

from the Government on how
reservation has benefited the
poor and which castes have been
able to come up on the social
ladder with reservation. We also /
demanded setting up of an apol-
itical commission of experts to
look into the entire issue of res- |:
ervation and its relevance. ... We '
don’t accept the recommenda- ’l
tions and suggestions of the
Group of Ministers.”
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Destabilisatio
by quotas .

7

The government’s move to introduce an extended reservation system in
businesses and educational institutions will stifle economic growth and
- marginalise India in the global community, writes BC DUTTA

ERRORISTS have

been active in dif-

ferent regions of

India for a long
time. It is commonly
believed ~ and perhaps
rightly so ~ that our neigh-
bour Pakistan, with the
help of its spy wing, IS], is
perpetrating terrorist activ-
ities in our country.

Many Pakistanis who
come to India on visitor
visas do not go back and
" are reported missing. Their
_ unauthorised stay in India

evokes suspicion. They also
help the Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorists with their
agenda of violence to
. destabilise India. Our secu-
rity forces are trying their
best to contain the terrorist
activites, but unfortunate-
ly, such violent acts have
continued unabated. More
often than not, the admin-
istration is prevented from
paying full attention to
these issues, thanks to
internal turmoil and death
and despair caused by nat-,
ural calamities. For several

years ‘after the 1998

Pokhran blasts, India had
. to face economic sanctions

imposed by the developed

countries as they could not
accept the idea of India
becoming a nuclear power.

Despite all odds, India
has been able to carry on its
economic growth activities
and has also been recog-
nised worldwide as an
emerging authority. The
country is also on the way
to -becoming a nuclear
power. It has found its
place among the 10 high-
ranking global economic
powers. But it needs to be
noted that behind such
phenomenal growth are
our world-class technolo-
gists, engineers, econo-
mists and others. They are
the products of our institu-
tions of excellence, the

Indian  Institutes of
Technology, the Indian
Institutes of Management,
and so on. These institu-
tions produce leaders, not
workers who will carry out
orders. These institutions’
policy is to pick the best so
that they can be groomed
to become the best in their
respective fields. They fol-
low a merit-based induc-
tion system. History says
that even the Mughals fol-
lowed this policy ~ they did
not hesitate to choose
Rajputs who belonged to a
different religion as their
Army commanders.
Reservation may be
socially desirable but it is
bt conducive for creating
leaders. We should not fail
to understand that primary
education is our right. But
higher education must be
achieved. Eminent persons
like Ramanujam, . Sir JC
Bose, Dr Homi J Bhabha,
President APJ Abdul Kalam
and others are achievers.
Since the world is becom-
ing increasingly competi-
tive, reservation is a retro-

grade step.

The ruling Congress and
its allies are determined to
»

Introduce an extended
quota system to allow stu-

« dents of socially disadvan-

taged groups to get admis-
sion in these institutions of
excellence, not on the basis
of merit but on the strength
of quotas. But.other stu-
dents will, of course, be

-inducted on the basis of

merit. These institutions
will thus have a strange
admixture of the deserving
and undeserving. This is
likely to depress the institu-
tions’ standards of excel-
lence. Our institutes will
then hardly be able to turn
out the adequate number
of technologists, engineers,
doctors, scientists and
other professionals needed
to maintain the tempo of
economic growth of the
country. This will eventual-
ly lead to our economic
destabilisation.

It is because of our pri-
vate sector that India is one
of the fastest growing
economies in the world.

!

~

- 5
5.

The laissez-faire policy of
allowing private businesses
to grow without govern-
ment interference has con-
tributed to the private sec-
tor's success. The present
government'’s move to dic-
tate employment policies
through reservation in the
private sector will not only
stifle its growth potential,
but also violate its funda-
mental right to occupation,
trade and commerce under
Article  19(g)- of the
Constitution.

To achieve success, busi-
ness needs the freedom to
recruit workers who best
suit its requirements. But
the ruling Congress and its
allies are determined to
enforce extended reserva-
tions in the private sector
and compel it to recruit
persons from the under-
privileged groups. The
recruitment of such work-
ers will not be based on
merit or skills that fit the
requirements of the busi-
ness concerned but on
quotas and its results will
be far-reaching. Once the

quota system is imposed,
businesses in the private
sector will not be able to
recruit workers according
to their requirements.
Workers inducted on the
basis of quotas may not be
efficient and productive.
This 'will lead to escalation
in the cost of production.
The private sectors com-
petitive edge will be lost.
Since high-cost produce
cannot be sold in the com-
petitive world market,
India’s- exports will go
down. And this will con-
tribute to India’s economic
destabilisation.

Terrorists who are out to
destabilise India are con-

. demned as the country’s.

enemies. But our quota-

~ wielding parties, in an

attempt to remain in
power, are out to appease a
section of our population
by imposing reservations
for them in our institutions
of excellence and in the pri-
vate sector. They are there-
by trying to destabilise our
economic strength. There
seems to be no difference
between the action of the
terrorists and that of our
quota-wielding ruling par-
ties. We must condemn
these political parties as we
do the terrorists and not
treat them as India’s bene-
factors. If we fail to stop our
political leaders from
imposing extended reser-
vations on our institutions
of excellence and on the
booming private sector, the
process of relegation of
India to a lower leve] can-
not be avoided. The statu:

of our country will be mar

ginalised in the globat
assembly of nations
despite our dislike for such
an eventuality.

(The _atthor is a retired
Ingtan Revenue Service offi-
L)
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Ministry confident but doubts remain

0% seat rise

9-¢. A & AT

alm

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 25: The
human resource develop-
ment ministry is giving
the impression that the
monumental task of rais-
ing the number seats in
higher educational insti-
tutions by over 50 per cent
to meet the government’s
quota obligations can be
completed before the aca-
demic session beginning
June 2007.

According to the announ-
cement made on Tuesday by
the government, the 27 per ce-
nt quota for other backward
classes (OBC) in central insti-
tutions will take hold from
June 2007. It also made a com-
mitment to increase the num-
ber of seats to address the co-
ncerns of general-category
students who have been prot-
esting for almost two weeks.

The ministry, therefore, is
working on thegiassumption
that the current number of
seats available to general stu-
dents does not shrink once the
quota kicks in.

If in an institution there
are now 100 seats, 77.5 are for
general students and 22.5 for
SC/ST categories. With the 27
per cent guota being intro-
duced, the reserved portion of
seats will increase to almost
half of the total. In order to
still make 77.5 seats available
to general students, the total
number of seats will have to go
upto 154.

B 7

Aljun tw15t

Prime Min-
ister Man-
mohan Sin-
gh says one
thing, HRD
minister
Arjun Sin-
gh says an-
other.

In Srinag-
ar, Manmohan said: “The
government will find a viable
and credible way to protect
the interest of all sections of
society.”

This seems to suggest an
increase in the number of se-
ats along with introduction
of the quota.

Arjun doesn’t think so. He
said in a TV interview: “The-
re is no relation between re-
servation and increasing
number of seats.”

TSI,

“We have made a commit-
ment that the interests of all
sections of students will be
taken care of,” said a ministry
official.

How the institutions and
universities do this — what fo-
rmula they adopt — is still to
be worked out. “Things will st-
art moving after the oversight
committee is constituted,”
said the official.

The government will set
up this committee to see thro-
ugh implementation of the qu-
ota. The committee and the in-
stitute heads who will be invo-

MAy orop

Sipdl

R See Page 8

in a year

Ived in the process will have
the freedom to work out the
modalities of introducing the
policy and may not necessari-
ly agree with the ministry pro-
posal.

HRD minister Arjun Singh
said the ministry’s final pro-
posal would be sent to the cabi-
net in 10 days.

Prime Minister Manmoh-
an Singh made it clear at a ne-
ws conference in Srinagar to-
day that there was no question
of areview. “Ithink the matter
is already settled,” he said. “I
am pained to see the agonising
experience the youth of the
country are undergoing. They
should call off their strike.”

“l am not averse to meeting
any group of our citizens, if
they want to talk to me.”

The students and junior
doctors have threatened to
step up their agitation.

Despite the ministry’s bra-
vado, it’s not clear how seats
can be increased by over 50 per
cent in just a year. The IITs
have been ingcreasing the num-
ber of seats at the rate of 15-20
per cent a year.

IIM Calcutta has a target of
raising the number of seats to
400 in 2008 from 335 in the aca-
demic session starting next
month. Together, the IIMs ha-
ve 1,600 seats which will need
to be raised to nearly 2500.

The Centre has assured an
additional Rs 9,000 crore for
the extra seats and infrastruc-
ture. “Funds are not a probi-
em,” said a ministry official.



Medicos step up stir

L\' K‘r“ TIMES NEWS NETWORKS1
OS re-

New Delhi: Striking m

mained defiant in face of President A
P J Abdul Kalam’s appeal to call off
their anti-quota stir and intensified
their two-week-long stir by launching
a ‘civil disobedience’ campaign.

“The medicos, under the banner
of ‘Youth for Equality’, will also call
on the President later in the day to
convey their position on the emotive
issue and their decision to continue
with the strike. “We really thank the
president for his concern, but it has
come a bit too late as the government
has already announced its decision to
go ahead with the proposal,” said
Amithasha Sinha, a representative cf
Youth for Equality. “The agitation by
resident doctors and medical students
also got a boost as traders in the cap-
ital decided to join their movement
and threatened to shut shops if the
government failed to rollback its quo-
ta proposals within 100 hours.

The medicos launched a ‘civil dis-
obedience’ campaign to enlist the sup-
port of rwas, traders and other sec-
tions of the society in their movement
against introduction of 27 per cent
reservation for obcs in elite educa-
tional institutions.

DESPAIR ABOUNDS: Junior dactors have
stopped the parallel OPDs, thereby
giving rise to long queues in hospitals

“This is an attempt to widen our
agitation. We are seeking the support
of the all sections of the society,”
Safal, a student from MAMC and a
representative of Youth for Equality,
said here.

Meanwhile, junior doctors of five
premier medical colleges, MCD hos-
pitals and other health centres con-

\V*I,aders In Capital Offer Supp}xrt Threaten Shut-Down

| think the matter is
already settled: PM

Srinagar: Making it clear that there
was no going back on the
reservation issue, PM Manmohan
-Singh appealed to the students for
the third time on Thursday to call-off
their anti-reservation agitation,
saying the government will take care
of the interest of all sections of the
society. ‘

“I am pained to see the agonising
experience the youth of the country
are und%rgomg," Singh said, adding,
“I think the matter is already settled:”

Asked as to why he was silenton -
the reservation issue, Singh said it
was not correct to say he was “silent
or not visible”, acencies

tinued their strike for the 14th day
and decided to discontinue operating
parellel OPDs to give more sting to
their agitation. Medical students of
five medical colleges in the capital,
who kickstarted the anti-quota
protests, also continued their hunger
strike for the 12th day at the ATIMS,

the nerve-centre of the agitation.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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The reservation debate:
missing components

s

The benefits from reservation that

e
PR - ’
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1

ght ’and do

accrue to society as a whole are rarely mentioned.

V.X. Natraj ™ 'é

N THE present debate on régervation

for the Other Backward Classes, some
components highly relevant to the issue
are conspicuous by their absence. A fea-
ture common to all discussion on posi-
tive  discrimination in  India,
independent of the view taken on it, is
that its focus is restricted to only one
dimension of reservation. The benefits
emanating from the policy of reserva-
tion are seen only through the perspec-
tive of the direct beneficiary. The
benefits that might and do accrue to so-
ciety as a whole are rarely mentioned. In
contrast, in the United States there is a
marked emphasis on the contribution
affirmative action makes to diversity in
academia as well as in the workplace.

In fact, in a landmark case involving
the University of Michigan, the U.S. Su-
preme Court once again came down
against a “formulaic approach,” which
adds a booster to ethnic minorities and
other groups identified for affirmative
action. But where the policy was not
formulaic and likely to result in diversity
it was upheld. This also explains why
some retired generals of the U.S. Army
filed amicus curae briefs supporting af-
firmative action. They did so on grounds
of the importance of diversity.

In one of two cases involving the Uni-
versity of Michigan, the majority judg-
ment of the Supreme Court upheld the
use of race as one of many factors in
selecting students because it furthers “a
compelling interest in obtaining the
educational benefits that flow from a di-
verse student body” (Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor for the majority). Another sig-
nificant observation is: “In order to cul-
tivate a set of leaders with legitimacy in
the eyes of the citizens it is necessary
that the path to leadership be visibly
open to talented and qualified individu-
als of every race and ethnicity.”

However, even firm supporters of af-
firmative action do not counfenance
quotas and are generally disapproving of
any policy that may adversely affect
merit. In India, the beneficial conse-
quences of diversity are rarely consid-
ered. Many from fortunate backgrounds
would gain in social sensitivity from
studying and working in a background of
“diversity.”

I am reminded of a young Indian stu-
dent studying in the U.S. who said in all
innocence that he “discovered” caste on-
ly in America and not while he was a
student in Delhi. Not unsurprisingly it
turned out that all his education had
been in elite schools and colleges! The
single-minded concentration on reser-
vation as assisting only the direct bene-
ficiary should stop. It is time we assessed
them from a wider perspective. This uni-
ocular perspective is the result of re-
garding positive discrimination as a con-
cession to the backward classes rather
than as their right and a social necessity.

A second missing component from
the discussion is pervasive lack of atten-
tion to what reservation has achieved in
India. While we suffer from absence of
or limited data, there can be no doubt
that the portals of higher education have
opened out to accommodate pupils from
the backward sections. Anyone who is
familiar with the higher education
scene, especially in State universities,
and colleges in smaller cities and district

towns, will know the truth of this even
without recourse to data. It may be less
applicable to ‘metropolitan universities’
and elite colleges.

A related point too does not get no-
ticed. And this has a vital nexus with the
aim of positive discrimination. Funda-
mentally, reservation is expected to be a
self-liquidating mechanism, that is to
say, the basic objective is to empower
educationally those hailing from disad-
vantaged backgrounds so that over a pe-
riod of time fewer groups would require
discrimination in their favour. It would
be instructive to find out how many from
castes entitled to reservation secure
places in professional education in what
is called the general merit or open cate-
gory. My well-founded guess is that this
proportion must be increasing. Inciden-
tally, and contrary to popular miscon-
ception, places secured by ‘reserved’
candidates in the open pool cannot be
counted against reserved seats. Govern-
mental agencies should take steps to
publish this data. That will be an effec-
tive answer to those who oppose reser-
vation and regard it as being the chief
villain in diluting merit,

A third missing element in our debate
is the enormous contribution positive
discrimination makes to inter-genera-
tional mobility. Quite often the children
of beneficiaries would not be in need of
reservation. This is an example of the
creamy layer, which as A. Vaidyanathan
has argued in these columns (May 18,
2006) should be skimmed off But I
might add that we need to factor in the
necessity of ensuring that in this process
the emergence of leadership in the back-
ward classes is not impeded. Possibly the
creamy layer has to be identified differ-
entially rather than uniformly across
castes.

I have refrained from drawing atten-
tion to inconsistencies in the stand of
the anti-reservationists such as their sj-
lence on capitation fees since they are
too obvious to require specific mention.
However, one other issue has to be dis-
cussed briefly. The imbroglio on reserva-
tion has Jargely resulted from the 1950s
onwards due to the difficulty in deter-
mining who constitute the OBCs. Fur-
ther, some among them have become
prominent actors in the political arena
as a result of favourable electoral arith-
metic. Therefore, even though the pro-
posed reservation in elite institutions is
defensible on many grounds, a great deal
of caution is to be exercised in ensuring
that the policy does not end up strength-
ening the already empowered. Also it
would be futile to attempt a national list
of OBCs since the local context including
State policies influence ‘backwardness’.

A final point I would like to touch
upon is the plea made by virtually all
participants in the debate to the necessi-
ty of improving school education. While
there can be no dispute about this, can
society and the state expect the back-
ward classes to wait for that day to dawn,
The message is clear, in arriving at a
blend of equity and excellence, there is
bound to be some trade-off. It would be
advisable for us to admit this and be
prepared for it instead of paying lip ser-
vice to equity and in practice display
benign indifference to it.

(The writer is a former Director of the
Madras Institute of Development Stud-
ies, Chennai.) -
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The BSP’s amazing journey

Ho- Y A

That today sections of upper castes seem to prefer the BSP to the BJP speaks to the lon
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distance travelled by Mayawati’s party.

Vidya Subrahmaniam

OR THE past month, medical stu-

dents in the Capital have been pro-

testing the “quota issue” with

brooms and mops in their hands —
in a crude symbolism against the Scheduled
Castes. Were they to travel to Uttar Pradesh,
they would discover how much behind the
times they are. In her book, “Mere sang-
harshmai jeevan evam bahujan movement
ka safarnama” (My struggle-filled life and
the journey of bahujan movement), May-
awati explains how she reached out to Brah-
mins (and later other upper castes) and how
the latter, in trickles to begin with but gradu-
ally in greater numbers, began to respond.
The first step was to tap the more socially
committed among Brahmins and through
them appeal to the larger community. But
lest this should be understood as a dilution
of the Bahujan Samaj Party’s opposition to
“manuwad”, there was a caveat. The BSP
needed Brahmins — and other forward
castes — to come over but on its terms:
Those who responded, Ms. Mayawati let it
be known, would be amply rewarded, by way
of the party ticket, Rajya Sabha nomina-
tions, and ministerial berths.

The BSP chief’s earliest breakthrough was
the induction of Satish Chandra Misra, Ad-
vocate General in the BSP Government, who
agreed to canvass support among like-mind-
ed Brahmins. Mr. Misra’s positive feedback
led to the appointment of coordinators
tasked with organising district-level Brah-
min mahasammelans (Brahmin, congrega-
tions). The job was not easy. Forward castes
in the north were not only more sizeable
compared to the south, caste barriers were
more entrenched in the absence of an en-
lightened social movement. The BSP itself
was deeply resented for its strident anti-
manuwadi campaign.

But mission “Brahmin jodo” (integrate
Brahmins) was the worth the time and ef-
fort, and on June 9, 2005, Ms. Mayawati
addressed the BSP’s first State-leve! Brah-
min mahasammelan. “It is not by chance
that you have turned up here in such large
numbers here,” the BSP chief told the gath-
ering. Her repeated assurarce: the BSP was
against “manuwad”, or the Brahminical dis-
dain for lower castes, but it was not against
Brahmins. Therefore, any fear of a reverse
discrimination in the BSP was unfounded.
The Brahmin mahasammelan spawned oth-
er mahasammelans — of Rajputs, Vaishyas,
and Yadavas, representing forward and
backward castes. Each was an attempt to add
another community to the BSP’s Dalit core
vote.

The enormity of the BSP’s forward caste
project is best understood in terms of the
BSP-BJP relationship. Each time the BSP
aligned with the BJP, the former gained and
the latter lost. Between 1994-2nd 2004, the
BJP’s Lok Sabha seats from Uttar Pradesh
declined from 51 of 84 seats to 10 of 80 seats.
Between 1991 and 2002, its Assembly seats
declined from 221 of 425 seats to 88 of 403
seats. In the same period, the BSP’s Lok
Sabha tally went up from just one to 19 and
its Assembly seats from 12 to 98. There
seemed but one explanation for this dramat-
ic reversal: the BJP’s core voters were dis-
illusioned by its repeated pacts with the
forward caste-baiting BSP. That the same
segments, or even a section of them, could
prefer the BSP to the BJP speaks to the
amazing journey of a party that targeted, and
was in turn targeted by, forward castes. As
Sudhir Goyal, national spokesperson of the
BSP puts it: “The transformation is a mea-
suire of our confidence. It is from a position
of strength that we are talking to upper
castes.”

So, how do the BSP’s Dalit workers react

UNLIKELY ALLIES: BSP president Mayawati at a Brahmin m
Chandra Misra, who is helping the BSP with its

to the co-optioh of the “manuwadi” castes?
With stoic acceptance: “Our fight is with the
system. Thig is the only way the BSP can
capture power on its own.” Undoubtedly,
this is the voice of a deeply committed cadre.
On the outside, the BSP is all about Ms.
Mayawati, with the media obsessively fo-
cussing on her clothes, jewellery, and “impe-
rious” manner. On the ground, the BSP
could be a cult instead of a party, with the
cadre doggedly and silently propagating the
party’s ideology in the remotest villages. The
commonest refrain among workers is “hum
marne mitne ke liye taiyar hain” (we are
ready to die for the party). For Salim Ansari
and Raj Vijay, former and current presidents
of the party’s Mau unit, the BSP is a mission
where the poorest workers give up bidis and
paan to raise funds. The election drill is
rigorous and starts early, with party candi-
dates chosen almost two years in advance
and put on test. Each constituency is divided
inte 25 sectors with ten polling booths to a
sector. Each booth, accounting roughly for
1000 voters, is under the care of a nine-
member committee, headed by a president
and with at least one woman member de-
puted to motivate and mobilise women
voters.

Says Mr. Ansari, “Behenji’s one message
is: do not sleep. And we do not. The booth
committees have a single goal — to ensure
the maximum turnout of our voters. Each
member has a specific duty, and we have
already had rehearsals for what to do on
voting day [eight months away].” So has the
BSP really put together an unbeatable Dalit-
forward caste-most backward caste combi-
nation? The many caste mahasammelans
and the systematic targeting of the smaller
caste groups — Chanhan, Rajbar, Malla,

Maurya to name a few — would suggest so,
Say BSP workers Ashok Kumkar and M.S.
Chauhan: “As important as the Brahmin ma-
hasammelans are the many more unpubli-
cised efforts directed at the smaller castes.”

Yet the experiment is not without its pit-
falls. For instance, the pro-Mayawati mood,
so visible among Allahabad forward castes,
seemed driven less by a genuine change of
heart towards the BSP than by the immedi-
ate imperative of removing Mulayam Singh.
The language bordered on communal, with
Mr. Mulayam Singh accused of “pandering
to Muslims” and “protecting Muslims bul-
lies.” This leads to the question: Is forward
caste support for the BSP merely opportu-
nistic, with the BSP temporarily substitut-
ing for the BJP?

As important is a second question: Has
the BSP been able to break traditional bar-
riers in the villages? This writer travelled
into the villages of Mau with a band of BSP
workers. The Dalit villagers were easily
identified by their enthusiasm and shouts of
“Jai Bhim” (for Bhim Rao Ambedkar). The
fervours made it impossible to tell between
voters and workers. Both spoke of “working
to the last breath ” for the BSP and behenji.
Bright-eyed Ranjana from Nausopur village
typified this mix. “There is a BSP wave. The
Brahmins are voting the haathi (elephant),”
she gushed, even as she insisted on accom-
panying us to forward caste homes to “wit-
ness the revolution.”

Ashok Kumar, the village pradhan, was
emphatic that Brahmins would vote the
BSP: “ I have complete respect for Maywati
as an administrator. She was téugh on crimi-
nals and that is what we need now.” Banke
Bihari, another Brahmin, voted the BJP in
2002 and wants to give the BSP a try: “I

ahasammelan in Lucknow. To her right is Satish
“Brahmin jodo” campaign. - PHOTO: SUBIR ROY.

would like to believe that she has changed.”
But were forward castes not jailed and ha-
rassed by previous BSP regimes? “Those
who ought to be jailed, ought to be jailed”
Ram Ashish Tiwari was bitter about the
BJP’s forgotten Ram mandir and the “Jin-
nah betrayal.” “I do not know if 1 will vote
the BSP. But I am not voting the BJP.”

Yet attitudinal mindsets are not so easily
demolished, At Umapur, our group ran into
the openly hostile Rajnath Tiwari and his
son. Said Mr, Tiwari: “The Ram mandir will
be built and we will Vote the BJP as long as
we live.” But were Brahmins not turning to
the BSP? The son’s hands flew to his ears, his
disgust apparent, his words a torrent of
abuse: “Ram, Ram, what are you saying? The
BSP and us?” The effect was instantaneous.
“Don’t you dare,” began Ranjana only to step
abruptly, her eyes misty, her fists clenched
tightly. It was evident that she was holding
herselfback. Did she not want to retaliate? “I
do but we have a larger goal. We have to
win.”

That the BSP has gained phenomenally on
the ground is clear. But U.P. is a complex
State where every day brings a new chal-
lenge. In the villages, each major caste has its
own political party and the numbers can
only increase as election day draws near.
The Samajwadi Party’s Muslim base is under
threat from a new, more strident Muslim
party. This could benefit the BSP or it could
breathe life into the BJP. If the Congress
revival is better than currently anticipated,
it could affect forward caste movement to-
wards the BSP. On the other hand, should
the anti-quota forward caste anger spread to
U.P. — currently reservation is 2 non-issue
here — the Congress will be affected the
most.
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Decide to continue agitation

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: Medical students, pro-
testing against the proposed 27
per cent reservation for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) in
higher educational institutions,
decided to continue their strike
on Friday, despite an assurance
from Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh yet again that the road
map for quota implementation
would address all students, and
that they need not be worried
about shrinking educational op-
portunities.

Dr. Singh gave the assurance
to a delegation of students. He
told them that he foresaw a mas-
sive expansion in the capacities
of the higher education system,
resulting in a huge growth in the
educational opportunities for all
classes and categories. Hence,
they need not worry about
shrinking educational opportu-
nities, Media Advisor to the
Prime Minister Sanjaya Baru
told presspersons after the
meeting.

The medicos, who had stop-
ped work for the past 14 days,
later held a meeting and decided
to continue the strike.

Anand Mishra of the AIIMS
Resident Doctors Association
said the decision was taken at
the general body meeting of the
body after Dr. Singh’s assurance.
The students were to meet again
later in the on Friday night.

“We had a positive response
from the Prime Minister. He
gave an assurance on all our de-
mands,” Jitender Singla, a mem-
ber of the delegation, said.

The students have been de-
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o Huge growth in
educational opportunities
foreséen: Manmohan

o Government’s roadmap
addressed concerns of al
students

o Students can glive
suggestions to technical
expert groups

manding the constitution of a ju-
dicial committee to review the
reservation policy.

Dr. Singh emphasised that the
road map laid down in the deci-
sion of the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA)-Left coordina-
tion committee addressed the
concerns of all categories of stu-
dents, Mr. Baru said.

Government committed
The technical expert groups

|

|
|
&

being set up under the Oversight |

Committee would examine the
ways and means to expand the
capacities, and the Government
was committed to the expan-
sion, Mr, Baru said. The students
had been told that they could
give their specific suggestions to
these committees, he added.

At the meeting with Dr. Singh,
the students laid down a charter
of demands, which they wanted
the Prime Minister and the Gov-
ernment to consider, and ex-
pressed their concern about the
future of their fellow students.

Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister Arjun Singh also
met the Prime Minister on Fri-
day.
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YECHURY LASHES OUT ¢

“Stir proves

| up per YR Am

caste bias’

PressTrustofIndia

NEW DELHI, May 26: The
CPI-M today said continu-
ance of the anti-quota agi-
tation despite UPAs “bal-
anced” approach on the
reservation issue “clearly
smacks of a blatant upper
caste bias” that has been
“ably assisted by a section
of the media”.

Besides bringing in the
93rd amendment to the
Constitution to provide for
27 per cent reservation to
OBCs, the UPA and the Left
parties had earlier this
week decided to “expand
facilities in all educational
institutions under the
Central government to
ensure that there is no
reduction in the seats
available under the general
category,” Politburo mem-
ber Mr Sitaram Yechury
said in an editorial in com-
ing issue of CPI-M organ
“People’s Democracy’”.

“If this (anti-reservation)

! strike is continuing, then,

clearly, its objective is not a
protest against the poten-
tial decrease in the seats for
the general category but its
aim seems to be to oppose
reservations altogether,” he
said. After going along with
UPA at the Centre on reset-

vation for OBCs in central
educational institutions,
Mr Yechury asked the gov-
ernment to allay the appre-
hensions of general catego-
ry students that their
prospects would not be
affected by the proposed
legislation.

“The fears that such
reservations will adversely
affect the prospect of gen-
eral category students
must be allayed with the
expansion of facilities,” he
said.

Stressing the need to
“balance the objectives of
the eternal triangle of
Indian education ~ quality,
quantity and equity”, Mr
Yechury said in the present
circumstances, this move
of the UPA government to
implement Parliament’s
decision, which reflected a
rare unanimity among all
political parties, was the
“anly way to move towards
achieving such a balance”.

Alleging that protests
were being organised in
some parts of the country
by private companies and
even professional event
managers, he said this
“strengthens the suspicion
of a vehement upper-caste
motivation to oppose
reservations altogether”.
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T studens add muscle o s

KOLKATA, May 27. — The
anti-reservation protests in
West Bengal acquired a
sharper edge today with
students from the IIT,
Kharagpur joining the strik-
ing medicos in a protest
rally in Kolkata.

Nearly 7,000 students,
from both technical and
non-technical educational
instifutions, under the ban-
ner of Youth for Equality
West Bengal chapter, took to
the streets shouting anti-
reservation slogans and
holding placards condern-
ing the Union HRD min-
istry’s move to introduce
OBC quota. The procession
began from  Calcutta
Medical College  and
Hospital and culminated at
Sahid Minar where a rally
was held.

Apart from the represen-
tatives from I[T-Kharagpur,
students from [ISWBM,
Bengal Engineering and
Science University (BESU),

National University for

The anti-qu

Juridical Sciences (NUJS),
Ashutosh College, Bally-
gunge Science College, Dr R
Ahmed Dental College,
National  Institute  of
Homoeopathy, Presidency
College, St Xaviers College,
Scottish Church College and
Jadavpur University also
participated in the rally.
Earlier in the day, a group
of anti-quota medicos
clashed with another sec-
tion of junior doctors owing
allegiance to the Students
Federation of India (SFI) at
Calcutta Medical College

ota rally in Kolkata. The Statesman

and Hospital over the issue
of suspension of work at the
QOutdoor Patients’ Depart-
ment (OPD). Trouble began
when anti-quota protesters
locked the OPD atter some
SFl-backed junior doctors
tried to begin work.

An altercation ensued,
which soon turned violent
with both groups
exchanging blows and
prompting a huge contin-
gent of police to rush to
the spot. After the situa-
tion was brought under
control and the SFI-

Stir to continue
NEW DELM, May 27. —
The anti-reservation medi-
cos today decided ta
continue their two-weel-
old strike, saying there
was no assurance from
the government that the
number of general cate-
gory seats wauld not
decrease with the imple-
mentation of the OBC
reservations.

Details on page €

backed doctors had left,
the anti~quota protesters
squatted in front of the
OPD and also started a
parallel OPD.

Mr Sitaram Yechury, CPl-
M leader, urged the medi-
cos to withdraw their stir.
“The Centre has assured
that the general seats won’t
be touched and new seats
would be added for creation
of a separate quota for the
OBCs. The Centre has aiso
agreed to increase seats for
general quota students by
2007, he said.

P
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Central Govern-
ment will examine the demand
of medicos for setting up an ex-
pert committee to review the
reservation policy, Union Minis-
ter Oscar Fernandes said on
Sunday.

Earlier, Mr. Fernandes said
the students had complained
that Dr. Singh had agreed to
some of their recommendations,
which were not reflected in the
subsequent statement. “We have
discussed the matter with the
Prime Minister again and will go
back to the students now with
clarifications,” he added.

He, along with the Union
Health and Family Welfare Sec-
retary P.K. Hota and the Prime
Minister’s Principal Secretary,
T.K.A. Nair, held a three-hour
long meeting with the striking
students on Sunday morning,
but failed to arrive at a consen-
sus. The students had stuck to
their demand for “written asgur-
ance” by the Prime Minister and
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Quota: they want experts panel
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the setting up of a judicial com-
mission for reviewing the Cen-
tre’s reservation policy. “The
Government has nothing new to
offer and we want a written as-
surance,” a spokesperson of the
Youth for Equality, spearheading
the agitation, said.

The students and doctors have
been on strike in Delhi for the
past 15 days fearing shrinking of
opportunities as aresult of the 27
per cent reservation announced
by the Government for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) in
higher educational institutions.

Moily to head Oversight
Committee

Veerappa Moily, chairperson
of the Administrative Reforms
Commission, will head the Over-
sight Committee that will draw a
time-bound road map for imple-
menting reservation for the
OBCs in higher educational in-
stitutes.

This was announced by Mr.
Fernandes after meeting with
the Prime Minister.
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Getback

to work ?},,ft‘{gf*

y continuing their strike protesting against the
Cabinet decision to institute, from the next aca-
demic year, 27 per cent reservation for Other Back-
ward Classes in Central educational institutions
even after getting Prime Ministerial assurances that there
would be no decrease in the seats available under the general
category, doctors and medical students are guilty of gross
dereliction of duty on top of social insensitivity. With the
Central Government even promising to examine the de-
mand for setting up an experts’ committee to review reser-
vation policy and the Supreme Court deciding to examine
the whole issue, the medicos have no plausible excuses left
to continue a strike that has paralysed health care in several
Central medical institutions. To insist on “written assur-
ances” from Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, or to claim
they are carrying on the strike to ‘protect’ the interests of
students of all subjects, is little more than a specious at-
tempt to find new excuses to prolong a morally indefensible
strike. True, medicos are the most affected by the Centre’s
decision to extend reservation to higher education: very few
seats are available at the post-graduation level where the
courses branch into super-specialities. The basic degree,
MBBS, is only the first step in a medical career. Unlike in
engineering, where graduation is enough for a student to
start a career, post-graduate specialisation is a must for a
doctor to move ahead professionally. The promise to in-
crease the number of seats to offset the allocation of 27 per
cent of the seats to OBCs should allay all apprehensions on
this score.

That the medicos are refusing to see reason suggests their
concerns lie elsewhere. Traditionally, the Indian Medical
Association, a national body of doctors, has been opposed to
any increase in the number of medical college seats. Al-
though the negative position is couched in terms of opposi-
tion to a dilution of standards and privatisation of medical
education, the self-serving, protectionist streak is unmis-
takable. The greater the number of doctors, the more com-
petitive medical practice gets. Against this stands a great
social imperative. According to the World Health Orga-
nisation’s country health profile, there are only 5.2 physi-
cians for 10,000 people in India. This average conceals
imbalances, including an abysmal deployment of medical
personnel in rural areas. Doctors are hesitant to work in
rural areas owing to a combined poverty of facilities and
remuneration. Independent of the reservation quota con-
troversy, the situation calls for widening the portals of
medical education, which in turn calls for increased in-
vestment in infrastructure and upgrading facilities. The
striking medicos would do well to highlight these issues
instead of contraposing ‘equality of opportunity’ against
‘social justice’ and ‘merit’ against ‘reservation.’ The striking
doctors and medical students must resume duty without
further delay as suggested by the apex court — or run the risk
of losing all public sympathy.
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Quota

Y. (. N D
URSPE TAL
- CORRESPONDENT

New Dethi, May 29: At atime
striking medicos are demand-
ing an independent evaluation
of the government’s reserva-
tion policy, the Supreme Court
today decided to examine the
latest Other Backward Classes
quota in all its “social and po-
litical ramifications”.

The court also raised the
question who an OBC is and
asked the government to ex-
plain the norms for identify-
ing these classes — an issue li-
nked to their numbers and, th-
erefore, the quota percentage.

It also sent notices to the
ministries concerned -— in-
cluding the human resource
development ministry — giv-
ing them eight weeks to expl-
ain how exactly the quota was

(j’\n Pl

In SC court

goingtobei 1mplementeé E share of backward clalses in

“Now that we have taken
up the matter, they (the agitat-
ing students) should call off
the strike,” the vacation bench
said — an appeal the medicos
rejected.

The court took note of peti-
tions, filed by Shiv Khera and
advocate Ashok Kumar Thak-
ur, which argued that the gov-
ernment’s quota policy would
divide the country on the basis
of caste. It said it would study
the effect reservations have on
society.

“These questions have se-
rious social and political rami-
fications and this court will
deal with it appropriately,” the
bench of Justice Arijit Pasay-
at and Justice L.S. Panta said.

The court’s stress on the
definition of an OBC could put
under the scanner the exact

Indian society.

In the mid-1950s, the Kaka
Kalelkar commission had ide-
ntified 1,200 backward classes.
The Mandal commission —
which later provided the basis
for 27 per cent reservation for
OBCs in government jobs —
prepared alist of 2,200 such ca-
stes. The government later ad-
ded another1,000 to the list.

Mandal assumed that 52
per cent of India’s population
belonged to the backward cas-
tes, but Thakur pointed out th-
at there had been no census on
the basis of caste since 1931.

The petitions challenge the
validity of the 93rd Constitu-
tional Amendment Act ex-
tending reservation in higher
learning for the socially and
economically backward.

M See Page 6
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Economy is creating Q'NS q—w;“

new identities o Qe

n many ways, caste is about numbers. The political

consensus we have for creating OBC quotas in central

educational institutions is largely because parties are

aware of the electoral clout of the other backward class-
es. In 1980, the Mandal commission assumed that the OBC
component in the population was 52 per cent. The National
Sample Survey Organisation estimates that OBCs form only
33 per cent of the population. The National Family Health
Survey concludes that the figure is only 29 per cent. The
Supreme Court’s directive to the Centre to explain the ra-
tionale for OBC quotas will further complicate the matter.
In the absence of reliable data, the Centre will be hardpressed
to explain how it has arrived at the figure, 27 per cent, for
OBC reservations. The last caste census was way back in
1931. Independent India decided to do away with caste enu-
meration on the premise that it would divide the country. It

Languag&(of .Qaéte .

_is time to question this premise. Caste is a reality and a cru-

cial factor in influencing public policy. It is best to have em-
pirical data which reflect reality and formulate policies ac-
cordingly. A caste census should go beyond mere enumera-
tion of people and generate a social and economic profile of
various castes. This would help the government to rationalise
the OBC list. A caste census is a necessary evil.

What is lost in the quota debate is the impact of technolo-
gy and economics on social relations and how these are chang-
ing. Occupation was the defining category that determined hi-
erarchies in Manu’s varnashrama. Manu assumed that eco-
nomic and social orders complemented each other. It is true of
the modern world as well. As economic relations change, new
castes are being constituted. Old castes and social prejudices
associated with them disappear. The H1-B visa created the caste
of US green card holder; the BPO boom is spawning a new caste
of yuppies in call centres. They have created new geographies,
time zones, and aspirations. Old social orders break down as
market forces offer avenues of wealth generation. Economic
emancipation subverts existing caste hierarchies. In a knowl-
edge economy, proficiency in English is the key to upward mo-
bility Our education system should be revamped to equip stu-
dents with English language skills. Let students learn the lan-
guage from the primary class. In today’s world, the magic po-
tion for social emancipation is not quotas but English, the co
mercial, medical and scientific language of the world. E¥en
desi langfiage chauvinists will not disagree.



Wrong Route Rl

eservation policy needs ﬁc
to be fine-tuned
Yogendra Yadav and Satish Deshpande

A decision wrongly arrived at need not al-
ways be a wrong decision. We need to remem-
ber this as we begin to understand the long-term
consequences of the government’s decision to
implement 27 per cent reservations for OBCs in
higher educational institutions.

The way in which this decision was taken
exemplifies what is wrong with the policy-mak-
ing process in our country. A major decision af-
fecting the career prospects of lakhs of stu-
dents every year was taken without care-
. ful deliberation and transparent procedures
i that could have inspired some confidence.
i Larger political considerations were out-
weighed by short-term political games that
are routinely played in Delhi. Thus a ma-
jor opportunity to fine-tune the policy in-
struments of social justice was lost by de-
fault as a nervous government fell back on
a tested, tried and tired formula of reser-
vation based on a simple caste-bloc ap-
proach. We may have t{o wait for another
decade or so for another opportunity to
present itself. This is clearly not how big
decisions should be taken.

Yet it does not mean that the decision is
a disaster for the country, as critics of the
policy would have us believe. Viewed in a
long-term historical perspective, Mandal IT
is a logical corollary of Mandal 1. It takes for-
ward the process of transfer of social and po-
litical power to majority communities. The gov-
ernment’s decision will help reduce the extreme
inequalities in educational and job opportuni-
ties for different caste-communities in our coun-
try. The data of the 55th round of the National
Sample Survey shows that in urban India, out
of 1,000 upper caste Hindus, 253 were graduates.
Among Hindu OBCs, this figure was only 86 per
1,000. We do not have reliable information on the
caste-wise distribution of well-paid jobs in-the
organised sector. But it is quite obvious that up-
per caste Hindus, who constitute anything be-

tween a quarter to one-third of our population,
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have cornered around twice as many jobs as
their share in population might justify.
Notwithstanding all its problems, the gov-
ernment’s decision is likely to reduce this kind
of skewed distribution. It is likely to improve
the access of OBCs to higher education and to
middle-class jobs. It should also help expand the
pool from within OBCs that can take advantage
of the existing scheme of reservation in gov-
ernment jobs. In that sense this decision is a step
in the right direction. Even a crude caste-bloc
based quota is better than no provision at all.
An appreciation of the positives of this de-
cision should not lead us to close our eyes to
some of the long-term costs. The government’s

decision to use a one-dimensional policy of caste-
bloc based quota cannot but result in an ineffi-
cient targeting of this scheme. The relatlvely
better off families, that too from ‘upper’ OBCs,
will be able to corner most of the benefits. In
regional terms, students from south India and
other states with long history of affirmative ac-
tion and backward caste movement are much
better placed to take advantage of this scheme.
Needless to say, most of these opportunities will
be cornered by OBC men, for the gender gap in
education is higher among OBC communities
as compared to upper caste Hindus. The inability
to target the scheme very efficiently is bound
to give rise to deep resentment. Many non-OBC
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students and their families would feel, and right-
ly so, that they are more disadvantaged than
those OBC students who are getting admissions
based on the new reservations.

Can the government still do something to
remedy the situation and reduce some of these
costs? The government’s policy declaration clos-
es one of these possibilities, namely that of at-
tending to disadvantaged groups other than
OBCs. But it can still do something to ensure
that reservation for OBCs is targeted more ef-
ficiently. First, it can declare that the ‘creamy
layer’ within OBCs will be excluded from the
benefits of the new reservation. The exclusion
of ‘creamy layer’ is already in operation for job
reservations and the government has to
simply apply it to education. Second, the
27 per cent quota should be sub-divided
among ‘upper’ and ‘lower’ OBCs. Such sub-
divisions already exist in many states and
the government can request the National
Commission for Backward Classes, a statu-
tory body, to prepare lists of upper and low-
er OBC for each state. Third, the govern-
ment can make some provision to ensure
that OBC women have a special opportu-
nity to access this quota. Finally, for tak-
ing a final decision on all these and relat-
ed matters to target the OBC quota more
effectively, the government can constitute
an independent expert committee to work
out the modalities.

Besides these immediate and short-term
measures, the government must think of
two long-term measures. First, it must get
NSSO or some independent organisation to car-
ry out a comprehensive nationwide survey of
the social profile of students of higher educa-
tional institutions and job holders in the or-
ganised sector, public as well as private, Lack
of such data is the biggest hurdle blocking the
transition to a more transparent, robust and
fine-tuned policy-making process in future. Sec-
ond, it is time the government constituted a Di-
versity and Disadvantage Commission, a statu-
tory body to regularly monitor the diversity pro-
file of all public institutions and to advise the
government on improving it.

Yadav is senior fellow at CSDS; Deshpande is pro-

Jessor of sociology at Delhi School of Economics.
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Divide and rule’ ¢

ONCEIVED IN political lust and

born in transgression, the gov-
ernment’s misguided reservation

policy has opened up a Pandora’s

Box. In the face of weeks of agitation by
students and the government’s refusal to
rethink on the issue, the Supreme Court
has stepped in. its queries — what’s the
statistical basis for determining ‘other
backward castes’ and what would be the
modalities to implement the reserva-
tions? — have the potential of ripping
the country’s already fragile social fab-
“ric and upending its politics. The last
time there was a physical count of the
thousands of jatis and castes of the
country was in 1931. Thereafter, the Cen-
sus of India has only counted the Dalits.
How B.P. Mandal arrived at a figure of 52
per cent for the proportion of OBCs in
the country has been a mystery of sorts.
Using statistical sampling technigues,
“the National Sample Survey Organisa-
tion has come up with a figure of 32.9 per

cent and the National Family Health -

Survey pegs it at 29.8 per cent. While
caste prejudice ensures that few upper
castes or OBCs will voluntarily pass off
as Dalits, there has been ferocious com-
petition in various states for groups to be
declared OBC because of the Mandal ad-
vantage. Any effort to actually count

A

r/\,O
Wy

castes in tod;\s%yoliticaﬂy charged at-
mosphere would not only be farcical, but
deeply flawed and divisive.

The saddest part of the current argu-
ment is the loss of the moral compass
that guided the founders of this nation to
resolutely oppose quotas. The British
empire had a cynical policy of keeping
Indians divided on the basis of religion

" and caste. This was well understood by

the Congress, which rejectéd Jinnah's
demand for the reservation of 33 per cent
seats for Muslims. The Viceroy’s Com-
munal Award of 1932 provided separate
electorates for Muslims and Dalits. On
Mahatma Gandhi’s urging, Babasaheb
Ambedkar rejected the proposal and set-

tled for reserved séats for Dalits, withan -

electorate of all communities. Ambed-
kar, the guiding spirit of the Constitu-
tion and the inspiration of the Dalits,
saw reservations for the scheduled
castes and tribes as a limited and time-
bound measure.

Nothing has happened in the interven-
ing period to alter that vision. Unfortu-
nately, a short focus on winning elec-
tions has led to many contemporary
politicians being afflicted by myopia.
The price they pay is the succession of

fractured electoral verdicts. What the '
country pays is probably immeasurable

4



Quota hornets

a

HT Correspondent ,
New Delhi, Aprif 29 . ¢

%

HRD MINISTER Arjun Singh has further stirred
the already turbulent political waters with his de-
cision to hold a Press meet on Sunday in the back-
drop of a raging controversy over the reservation
issue. The move, which has raised curiousity
across parties, comes even as his Cabinet col-
league, Kapil Sibal, clarified that his remarks
about excellence were not directed at the reserva-
tion policy being espoused by the HRD mimstry. It
had nothing to do “with either reservation or con-
stitutional amendment”, he said.

The timing of Sibal’s clarification and Singh’s
media interaction is significant. It comes in the
wake of reports that the HRD minister had, after
Thursday’s Cabinet meeting, strongly protested to
_Prime Minister Manmohan Singh that ministers
shouldn’t criticise their cclleagues on issues that
do not come under their purview He did not, how-
ever, name the S&T minister.

But on Saturday, Sibal told a newsagency
from Tunis: “I've not talked about quota or
reservation policy of the governiient... What'1
had said was that India must continue to have
competitive edge because the world is looking
towards it for high quality human resource”. he

LY

A

daid. He wondered how this could this be viewed
as his being against reservations which had to
be decided by the Cabinet.

Besides, he said, “Excellence is not against
reservation. You can achieve both things. You can
have a reservation policy and still have excel-
lence”, he said, clearly keen not to leave any room
for misunderstanding. He recalled that he had
replied in the negative when a TV anchor had
asked him at Hannover earlier this week if hisref-
erences were directed at the reservation policy He
said he had not referred to Singh’s proposal at ali.

All eyes are now on the veteran leader, with even
those who should normally be in the know of
things completely unaware of what the former
Madhya Pradesh CM has up his sleeves. Will he be
part of the damage-containment exercise that
Sibal’s statement seemed to signify? Or will it lead
to a fresh controversy?

Going by what the HRD minister had told the ag-
itating students, he cannot talk about reservations
as the Assembly elections are on. And if he is
called upon to respond to Sibal’s comments, he
would need to talk about the quota subject. The cu-
riousity about the senior Congress leader, who is
known to play his cards close to his chest, has als¢
heightened because of the accompanying political
developments.

T

Students of the Ali-India Institute of Medical Sciences at a rally on the college premises in New Delhi.

PTI

nest awaits Arjun sting

STRIKING MEDICOS were holding
talks with school and college stu-
dents to gather support for a “huge
demonstration” in the Capital on
May 2 against the govt’s move on
OBC quota. Medicos in Lucknow,
Bangalore and Kolkata have ex-
pressed solidarity with their counter-
parfs in Delhi by holding protests,
andwearing black badges.

THE INDIAN Medical Association
has called a general body meeting
here on Monday to discuss the in-
crease in issue of reservation for the
0OBCs, which hit the headlines after
the police action on striking students
in New Delhi. The medical students
were also holding talks with the rep-
resentatives of the Delhi Medical
Association for support.



50%

(%
Mumbal Even as Delhi rages with protests agamst the
Centre’s reservation policy, the Congress-led Democratic
Front government in Maharashtra has quietly approved
i adraft ordinance that will bring in a staggering 50% reser-
© vation in private professional institutions.

Prafulla Marpakwar | TNN / %

quota in state pvt colleges

smce for the current year, the a}silatwn of private pro-
fessional institutions has already taken steps to hold the
test. More than a decade ago, the apex court had upheld
the policy of reservation in private professional colleges.
Then, reservation was 50% for SC\STA\VJ\NT and OBCs.

However, while disposing of a special leave petition filed

Maharashtra is the first state in the coun-

try to move a proposal for reservation af-
ter the recent amendment to the constitu-
tion, and this could be implemented as ear-
. ly as the coming academic year.
‘ The draft ordinance to provide for reser-
vations for scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes, nomadic tribes and other backward
classes was approved at a high-level meet-
ing presided over by higher and technical
education minister Dilip Walse Patil. Sig-
nificantly, the new reservation policy will
not be applicable to unaided minority in-
stitutions and deemed universities. “The
draft will now be placed before the cabi-
net. We are planning to implement the new
reservation policy from the ensuing aca-

by Pune-based P A Inamdar, the supreme
e BOOK'NG court had ruled against reservation. After
the apex court order, the Centre amended
the constitution to provide for reservations,
but it was left to individual state govern-
ments to make their own legislation. While
most states are still deliberating on the new
reservation policy, the Congress-led Demo-
cratic Front government has taken the lead
by moving a proposal to provide for reser-
vations in private professional institutions
from the ensuing academic session.

As per the proposal, there will be reser-
vation of 50% in unaided private, aided pri-
vate and aided minority institutions but no
reservation in unaided minority institu-
tions. According to official records, there

# CET: Government will
conduct CET for all private
professional institutions
barring deemed varsities

% Quotas: All seats will be
filled by managements,
NRI, high-income and low-
income quotas as per the
existing policy

* Reservation: 50% for
SCAST\VANT\OBCs

are 17 private medical colleges, a record

demic session,” a senior government official told TOI.
Another highlight of the proposed ordinance pertains
to the Common Entrance Test. It has been proposed that
barring deemed universities, CET will be conducted by
the state government or the agency nominated by it for all
private professional institutions. However, the decision on
CET will be implemented from the next academic year

NN Y TR LTS

number of 147 private engineering colleges and five deemed
universities—Bharti Vidyapeeth headed by industries min-
ister Patangrao Kadar, D Y Patil University controlled by
senior Congress leader D Y Patil, Radhikabai Meghe Uni-
versity headed by NCP MP Datta Meghe, Karad Institute
of Medical Sciences and Pravara Nagar Rural Medical In-
stitute controlled by sugar baron Balasaheb Vikhe Patil.
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Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) has described
the Rajasthan Government’s de-
! cision to proscribe the book, “Ve
{ Sharam Se Hindu Kahate Hai
| Kyon?” (Why are they ashamed
of being called Hindus?) as an
i “anti-Dalit” act.
Coming in the wake of a simi-
i lar action against another book,
| “Haqeeqat”, the ban on the book,
| which expressed Dalit anguish
| against oppression of caste
| Hindus, was a fascist move to
i suppress the voices of the de-
pressed and the downtrodden,
| the party said.
| The State Secretariat of CPI
' (M) Rajasthan in a statement
| here said the Bharatiya Janata
| Party-led Government had been
[ taking an adversarial stand
| against the Dalits and minorities
| ever since it came to power two-
| and-a-half years ago. The ban on
| “Haqeeqat”, authored by M.G.
Mathew, was followed by a
[ planned attack by the workers of
l the BJP, Bajrang Dal and the
| Vishwa Hindu Parishad on

o\ " R
says CPI (M) .

= 'BJP-led Government
taking adversarial stand
against Dalits, minorities’

« 'Ban on “Haqeegat”
foliowed by planned
attack by BJP, Bajrang
Dal and VHP workers’

# ‘CM, Cabinet busy
propagating obscurantist
ideology, practices’

Christian institutions with tacit
support of the State Govern-
ment, it said.

‘Mission functionaries
still in jail’

The attacks followed a State
crackdown on the Kota-based
Emmanuel Mission institutions
and arrests of functionaries of
the Mission. “Some of them, ar-
rested in February last, are still
in jail,” the party pointed out.

The whole anti-Christian
campaign culminated in an op-
pressive legislation, the Rajas-
than Freedom of Religion Bill,
passed by the State Assembly

An anti-Dalit act,

.

Y
o

‘Ban on book a fascist move to suppress voices of
the depressed, downtrodden’

early this month, it said.

“Now the Government ma-
chinery has turned against the
Dalits by applying Sections
153-A and 295-A against Schan-
lal Singaria, the author of the
bock, Ve Sharam Se Hindu Ka-
hate Hai Kyon?’ Thisis reflective
of the feudal attitude of the Gov-
ernment,” the party said. “If the
same parameters are applied,
Satyarth Prakash, authored by
Swami Dayanand Saraswati and
Kabir Vani, which too had spo-
ken against the superstitions
and outdated practices of Hindu
religion, also would face the
same fate in Rajasthan,” the par-
ty pointed out.

The State Secretariat alleged
attempts at saffronisation of
school textbooks at the Higher
Secondary level in Rajasthan.
The educational institutions
throughout the State were being
subjected to outdated practices
in the name of yoga education.
The Chief Minister and her Cab-
inet colleagues were busy most
of the time in propagation of ob-
scurantist ideology and practic-
es, it charged.
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Medicos announce nationwide protgs}

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Protesting medical
students have called for a peace-
ful nationwide protest this com-
ing Tuesday to keep up the
.| pressure on the Government to
roll back the proposed move to
provide 27 per cent reservation
* | to Other Backward Classes in ad-
' | mission to Central universities
and other institutions of higher
" | learning,

Announcing this here on Fri-
day, a student representative un-
der the Youth for Equality
banner, Sasmit Sarangi of the All-
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), said the students
want the Government to know
that they would step up the ag-
itation in case their demands are
not met.

“We have called upon students
all over the country to join the
agitation and we are getting a
positive response from the edu-
cational institutions. So far as
many as 20 medial colleges have
extended their support to our ag-
itation including those in Kolka-
ta, Punjab, Rajasthan and

“NO RESERVATION": Medical students demonstrating
at India Gate in New Delhi on Friday.
- PHOTO: V. V. KRISHNAN.

Madhya Pradesh.”

Expressing their displeasure
at “a total lack of commitment
from the Government to resolve
the matter”, Lady Hardinge
Medical College student repre-
sentative Amitasha Sinha said:
“Union Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister Arjun Singh on

Thursday refused to commit and
we were disappointed with the
meeting, hence the need to con-
tinue our agitation. Undergradu-
ate medical students will
continue to boycott classes till
our demands don’t get a positive
response.” While work at all five
Delhi hospitals affected by the

Peaceful amtatlon to step up pressure on the Government to roll back quota

'\{‘g\“ / (\}L\\bh

medlcos agltatlon earller thlS
week returned to normal on Fri-
day with resident doctors and
interns resuming duty, under-
graduate medical students con-
tinued to boycott classes and
held a protest dharna at India
Gate.

Students of AIIMS took out a
protest march on Friday evening
supported by over a dozen facul-
ty members and student repre-
sentatives from Maulana Azad
Medical College, Lady Hardinge
Medical College, University Col-
lege of Medical Sciences and
Vardhaman Mahavir Medical
Colleges.

Extending their support to
the protesting students, a senior
AIIMS faculty member, Dr. B. K.
Mohanty, said: “We condemn
the manner in which the stu-
dents were treated by the police
and extend our support to their
cause. The country needs stu-
dents who come in with merit
and not through reservations. ‘
We have to learn to respect mer- |
it. Youth is power and this move-
ment by the students will brmg ‘
positive results.”

¢




Kolkata echoes W
Dehl protests

SNS & PTI !\“

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI
April 28: Scared by the
Union human resource
development minister, Mr
Arjun Singh's reservation-
related comments on the
all-India post—graduate
medical examinations,
junior doctors and stu-
dents of the National
Medical College today
staged a demonstration on
the institution premises
before submitting a mem-
orandum to the principal.

The minister spoke of a
49.5 per cent reservation
for the listed classes, pro-
voking furious agitations in
New Delhi. Kolkata’s med-
ical students and doctors
today echoed the protests
voiced in the country’s
capital city.

“The minister’s state-
ment has far-reaching con-
sequences,” said Dr
Nishantadeb Ghatak, of
the National Medical
College, adding: “Quotas
discriminate against
merit.” Dr Nurul Islam
wondered why no political
party had condemned the
ministerial statement.
“Today, Mr Singh talks of
reservation. Tomorrow, he
might table a Bill in
Parliament. And if the par-

o e LR

Centre’s reply

NEW DELHI, April 28: The
government today
submitted its reply to the
Election Commission
clarifying its stand on the
OBC quota and making it
clear that it had no
intention of violating the
model code of conduct.
The reply was sent to the
EC this evening. The
commission has so far not
studied the reply in detail
and would discuss it in its
full bench meeting. ® SNS

ties choose to be silent, the
Bill will have been passed
without a fuss. The protest,
therefore, was necessary,”
said Dr Ghatak.

“If a quota is decided on,
we'll start a bigger agita-
tion, involving all the med-
ical colleges and uniting
doctors and students in a
single forum,” said Dr
Shoubhik Roy Chowdhury.

Resident doctors and
interns resumed duties in
Delhi hospitals today but
medical students bay-
cotted classes protesting
against the proposed move
to hike OBC quota in edu-
cational institutions.

“The situation at the
hospital today is complete-
ly normal. All resident doc-

a,a

tors and atems have come
back to work,” Additional
Medical Superintendent of
LNJP Hospital Dr MS
Chopra said.

The doctors were back
on duty last night at the
Guru Tegh  Bahadur
Hospital, a senior adminis-
tration official of the hospi-
tal said.

The resident doctors and
interns had joined stu-
dents in the agjtation yes-
terday, observing a one-
day token strike.

The students said they
will continue to boycott
classes and hold demon-
strations “till the govern-
ment comes clean” on the
controversial reservation
issue. “We are not politi-
cians. We are students.
Arjun Singh (Union HRD
Minister) spoke to us as a
politician and, in fact,

had nothing satisfactory
to say on the issue. Our
dilemma on the issue con-
tinues,” said Sujit Sinha of
Vardhaman Mahavir
Medical College.

The students, who have
threatened to launch a
nationwide campaign if
their demands were not
met, gathered at the India
Gate lawns to protest
against the proposal to

increase quota. p
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Medicos meet Arjun Singh,

suspend stir over OBC quota

Minister says he would speak to Manmohan before taki

¥

v

ng proposal to Cabinet

SORTING IY OUY: Union Human Resource Development Minister Arjun Singh meets representatives of medical
students opposing the proposed quota for OBCs in Central Government institutions in New Delhi on Thursday. —
PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT.

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!: “Pained” over the
lathi-charge on medical stu-
dents on Wednesday, Union Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister Arjun Singh on Friday
afternoon met a delegation of
students from the capital’s five
medical colleges to hear their

| grievances and said he would

talk to them on the issue of res-
ervation for the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) after the elec-
tions were over.

Though the students an-
nounced the suspension of their
“anti-reservation” strike until
the Assembly elections were
over, Mr. Singh did not give
them any assurance since the
Election Commission’s code of

2 g *00 7006

conduct is operational.

Mr. Singh told the five-mem-
ber student delegation that it
was not for an individual to de-
cide on the reservation but the
entire Cabinet would take a deci-
sion that would be “well-rea-
soned and well-considered.” He
said no discussion on the issue
was possible as he was bound by
the Election Commission’s di-
rective not to speak on the mat-
ter. Mr. Singh said he would
speak to the Prime Minister be-
fore taking the proposal to the
Cabinet.

The 30-minute meeting came
after Mr. Singh issued a state-
ment saying that he was “pained
by the news that a number of
students of the medical colleges
wanted to meet him but were

not allowed.” He said his house
was ever open to anybody who
desired to come and meet him
but there has to be some limita-
tions on the numbers. |
However, he made it clear that
whilethe students wanted to in-
teract about the reservation is-
sue, he was not in a position to
discuss the matter because of
the directions of the Election
Commission. “I have to main-
tain silence till the elections are
over. Still, if anybody wants to
meet me, I have no hesitation to
meet them as may be requested,”
Mr. Singh said in his statement.
The student delegation that
met Mr. Singh sought a roliback
of the proposal for 27 per cent
reservation for the OBCs in
higher educational institutions

and a statement from the Gov-
ernment on Wednesday’s lathi-
charge. The students represent-
ed the All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Maulana Azad
Medical College, Vardhman Ma-
havir Medical College, Lady
Hardinge Medical College and |
the University College of Med- |

ical Sciences. ;

A large number of students |
were injured when police used |
water cannons and cane- ‘
charged them as they marched |
towards Mr. Singh’s residence to |
protest against the reservation [
since they did not obtain prior |
permission. ;

|
|

[

See also Page 15
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- Qugstion of Merit

Caw
W

G S . .8 LalitMohan . \8\ N
T..»;\\. " N (\\f q \
Stud%hts pro‘iesting quotas are late by a few thousan
years. Caste based reservations have been the basis of
our social order for most of our recorded history. The con-

cern for merit is legitimate. However, it must be understood
that when seats in institutes of higher learning are reserved

for certain sections today, they will be filled not by a draw of

lots, nor through nominations by influential political lead-
ers, but by the same process of tests as is used for the gener-
al category. Except that in this case the eligibility will be re-
stricted to SCs, STs and OBCs who comprise about 70 per
cent of our population. Which means that around 49 per cent
quota seats in higher education institutions are going to be
filled by competition among a section of our society, which
numbers over 700 million. Even if one per cent of this group
reaches the qualification age every year, over seven million
young people will be eligible to jostle for a few thousand re-
served seats in these institutes. Is it
possible that even among seven mil- y
lion people we cannot find a few thou-
sand people of merit?
If this is so then obviously some- &Sg@@ﬂjg
thing is drastically wrong with our so- )
cial order and it reinforces the general policy of reserva-
tions. It means that the handicap that these sections started
with when India became free persist to this day. One reason
for that is that the levers of power and influence remain in
the hands of the so-called upper castes and they are loath to
let those at the lower rungs come up and compete. The con-
cern for merit thus becomes the most powerful argument for
continuation of reservations, or their further extension.
Even after candidates have secured admissions in the re-
served quota, they will have to undergo the same rigorous
training and pass the same tests as others, before they qual-
ify for their degree. One question, however, would still need
to be asked. Have we identified the backward classes cor-
rectly? The data that the Mandal Commission used per-
tained to the 1931 census. No caste enumeration has taken
place subsequently. Even the Mandal survey is almost 30
years old. Much has changed since then. Should we not at
least ascertain which are the genuinely backward classes,
and what are their numbers, before the latest tranche of
reservations comes into effect?
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 Arjun Singh’s folly.

Middle class angst is getting out of hand

E peril$ ofArjun Singh ar-
rogating to himself the
power to make policy an-

nouncements that should have had
the stamp of the Union Cabinet’s
collective ownership continue to
unfold. By blithely indicating that
the Central government would fa-
cilitate a quota in educational insti-
tutions for students belonging to
the Other Backward Classes, he has
. precipitated a series of confronta-
tions. The faceoffs are significant:
between members of the Cabinet it-
self, limiting the government’s ca-
pacity to forge consensus a major
social policy issue; between govern-
ment and industry, with the result-
ing suspicion inhibiting public-pri-
vate partnership; and between the
government and sections of the stu-
dent community, creating an ab-
solutely needless paranoia about
curtailed opportunities.

This week we have heard the Sci-
ence and Technology Minister
Kapil Sibal cautioning against any
policy that could dilute the com-
petitiveness of Indian companies
and the excellence of R&D and edu-
cational institutions. Certainly,
ministers joining debates in public
makes for unedifying governance.

But the point is this. By working
around preliminary discussions
and Cabinet consultations, the
HRD minister sought to dictate
government policy and pre-empt
any opposition. That is not the par-
liamentary way. It is, more impor-
tantly, a way guaranteed to tarnish a
noble objective — of making op-
portunities accessible to the largest
possible number of India’s citizens
— with flawed implementation.
The country cannot, by the unilat-
eral actions of one man, be spared
the participatory debate that Cabi-
net meetings symbolise.

This has also compounded a
wholly unwarranted fearfulness
among students. Responsibility for
that unease can be blamed on the
HRD minister. But when medical
students and resident doctors seek
to strike work with nary a care
about the consequences for pa-
tients, as they have at Delhi’s elite
institutions, they cannot be im-
mune to charges of callousness.
They can only be participants of
this debate if they exhibit the sen-
sitivity and responsibility expected
of healthcare professionals. Arjun
Singh’s self-promotional follies can
be no excuse for them.

70 407 are:
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Ministers have reservations

e

K.A. Badarinath "
Hannover, April 26 !

SERIOUS DIFFERENCES in the gov-
ernment over reservations in speci-
alised educational institutions and
the corporate sector have spilled out
at the Hannover Technology Fair.

First, it was commerce and indus-
try minister Kamal Nath who hinted
that his new industrial policy would
obviate the need for reservations in
the private sector.

On Wednesday, it was science and
technology minister Kapil Sibal who
openly came out against HRD minis-
ter Arjun Singh’s proposal to hike
the reserved quota in IITs and IIMs to
49 per cent.

Sibal said emphatically that “noth-
ing should be done that will dampen

5,‘\\'\
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or quota

quirement for reservations.

Industry ministry sources said the
new industrial policy will have no
provision on reservations, but would
definitely address the problems of un-
employment and backwardness th-
rough subsidies and fiscal incentives.

Sibal also said he would pilot a bill
in Parliament in the next session that
provides for a revenue-sharing for-
mula to share the income from royal-
ties on innovations and patents by
universities and researchers.

In order to promote international
collaborations in specialised areas of
research and development, the mone-
tary incentives for researchers, insti-
tutes and supporting corporates have
been mooted.

Also, he said the government plan-
ned to set up an Indian Institute of Int-

India’s efforts to compete in the
world markets”.

“No policy should be taken which
will dilute the levels of excellence in
our research and development and ed-
ucational institutions at a time when the western
countries are looking at us for excellence. We should
not do anything that will either deter or dampen our
excellence in R&D,” said Sibal.

Though IITs and IIMs do not come under the ad-
ministrative control of Sibal, several projects in the-
se institutions are supported directly and through
international collaborations by Council for Scientif-
ic and Industrial Research, department of science

. and technology and department of biotechnology.

Sibal’s statement comes close on the heels of Ka-
mal Nath’s statement that in six weeks his ministry
will put forward an industrial policy before the cab-
inet that will chart out a new way to obviate the re-

Kapil Sibal (top) and
Kamal Nath have their
own take.

ellectual Property Management in the
country, on public-private partnership
model where corporates, innovators
and universities as well as the govern-
ment will pitch in with funds. Two
more institutes — Indo-German Research and Tech-
nology Centre and Solar Research Centre — will also
be set up.

The Indo-German Research Centre will have 30
per cent equity each from both German and Indian
corporates while the respective governments will
pitch in with 20 per cent equity each.

The research centre will be owned by a speciat
purpose vehicle.

The minister also hinted that funds for research
and development would be hiked to 2 per cent from
the current 1.1 per cent. The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice is favourably inclined to go ahead with the pro-
posal, sources said.
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Quota clash at Arjun door

OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 26: The
quota debate has spilled on to
the streets, the first clash
breaking out in front of Arjun
Singh’s house and setting the
stage for a strike in medical
colleges.

Doctors and students of
five teaching hospitals in the
capital have decided to go on
indefinite strike after police
cracked down on their demon-
stration in front of Arjun’s
residence against increased
reservation.

“We are going on an indefi-
nite strike. We will meet repre-
sentatives of all the teacher as-
sociations and the Indian Med-
ical Association. The govern-
ment has shown it does not
want to listen to us,” said

“v((vé)

Aniruddh Lochan of the Uni-
versity College of Medical
Sciences.

“At the moment, we will
not involve doctors who are
on regular duty, but all extra
medical staff will be on
strike.” The strike, he added,
will not affect emergency
services.

Officials said Arjun’s
human resource development
ministry is determined to go
ahead with the proposal to set
aside 27 per cent seats for
Other Backward Class stu-
dents in educational institu-
tions, including ITMs, 1ITs and
medical colleges. (See Page 6)

The trouble started early
this morning when students
from AIIMS, Maulana Azad
Medical College, Lady Hard-
inge Medical College, Univer-

boviye 3

sity College of Medical Scmn-
ces and Vardhman Medical
College began gathering un-
der the banner of Youth For
Equality,

They assembled outside
Arjun’s 17 Akbar Road resi-
dence, close to 10 Janpath,
Congress chief Sonia Gand-
hi’s house.

“It was a peaceful march.
But the police came with lath-
is and beat us. It was not even
the women police. They just
caught hold of our hands and
legs and dumped us into the
(police) bus,” said Shweta Sar-
dana of Lady Hardinge Med-
ical College.

Sardana said the police,
which had been informed abo-
ut the protest in advance, ca-
me to the “hostels” last night
to stop students from joining

the ma? ! AIIMS, the po-

lice lathjchdrged students
when they began to gather for
the march early this morn-
ing,” she added.

“We went to the minister’s
residence but he has refused to
meet us,” fumed Lochan. “We
are now mobilising colleges
and a hospital strike., We will
not hurt the people. But this
strike is in reaction to how the
police were treating us.”

“The quota is going to lo-
wer the standards of the med-
ical profession,” Sardana said.

Deputy commissioner of
police Anand Mohan said the
students were removed be-
cause they were protesting in
a “restricted” area. “We asked
them several times to take
their protest to Jantar Mantar
but they did not.”
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‘Medics in Mandﬁf re-run

Statesman News Service @ v\

NEW DELH]I, April 26; It was a throw-
back to 1990 when students stormed
the Capital in protest against the deci-
sion to implement the Mandal
Commission  recommendations.
Today, students of five medical col-
leges demonstrated against HRD
minister Mr Arjun Singh'’s proposal of
27 per cent reservation for OBCs in
elite institutions.

The protest turned violent as Delhi
Police lobbed tear-gas shells and used
water cannons to disperse several
hundred students, injuring many.
Police used force when at least 500
agitators were moving from the
scheduled venue of protest at Jantar
Mantar triggering a scuffle between
the two sides.

The protesters said the political
parties had been working with an eye
to votes and threatened to go on

Medical students clash with police
in New Delhi on Wednesday. @ AFP

strike if the proposed reservation was
not rolled back. The students were
protesting under the banner of
“Youth for Equality”.

{)C’\A Kin,

Amrud Lochan, a student of
AIIMS and convener of “Youth For
Equality”, said: “Police hijacked our
bus and manhandled the students.
They misbehaved with some girl stu-
dents who were slapped and beaten
up. A girl student has received serious
injuries and there were no police-
women.”

Tanya Sehgal, a student of Maulana
Azad Medical College, said: “We never
expected them to lob tear-gas shells.
Some of them pushed girl students
and misbehaved with them.”

Most students felt politicians were
eyeing their vote-banks. “Not one
party opposed the proposal in
Parliament,” said Supriya Gupta, pres-
ident of the students’ body, Lady
Hardinge Medical College. The stu-
dents contend that an increase in
quota will compromise the quality of
health professionals. They have decid-
ed to boycott classes from tomorrow.
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New Supreme Court interim

order on SC/ST quota .-

onfor admissi D\ be o .
Reservation for admission to PG medical courses this year

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELH): The Supreme Court
has ordered that 10 per cent of
the State-wise Central quota be
reserved for Scheduled Caste/
Scheduled Tribe candidates in
postgraduate medical admis-
sions for the academic year
2006-2007.

The ongoing counselling
should be held only for the rest
of the seats, ruled a three-judge
Bench of the Court comprising
Justice K. G. Balakrishnan, Jus-
tice A. R. Lakshmanan and Jus-
tice S. H. Kapadia.

It passed the interim order on
awrit petition filed by 14 doctors
challenging the method of calcu-
lation of seats reserved for the
SCs/STs.

The petitioners contended
that as per the apex court verdict
50 per cent of the postgraduate

¢ [ ELC ra
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* Ongoing counselling only
for rest of the seats

o Seat calcufation at
variance with Court
judgment: petitioners

medical seats were Teserved un-
der the all-India quota and 50
per cent under the State quota.
The judgment made it clear that
the 50 per cent all-India quota
would be calculated after
deducting the number of seats
set apart for the reserved cate-
gories. s

(For example, if there are 1006
seats, the seats meant for the
SCs/S8Ts will be deducted and
the remaining seats divided into
the 50 per cent all-India quota
and 50 per cent Central quota.)

Contrary to this judgment, the
admission bulletin this year said

Qe
R
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the SC/ST quota would be calcu-
lated at the 50 per cent
seats available after deducting
the 50 per cent all-India quota,
As a result, the number of
seats reserved for SCs/STs
came down, the petitioners
said.

They sought a declaration that
such a calculation was invalid
and  unconstitutional and
urged provision of reservation in
keeping with the Court judg-
ment.

The Bench said that as per the
earlier judgment the quota was
increased to 50 per cent.

“Now the question is whether
a reservation of 22.5 per cent is
to be made in the State quota or
in the Central quota. We
direct that the 10 per cent, sub-
Ject-wise Central quota be re-
served subject to the final
decision.”



EC asks g0 govt
to defer - ¢
quota Bill | )

NEW DELHI, April 22. —
In the wake of the raging
controversv sparked off

by the Union HRD minis-~ -

ter, Mr Arjun Singh’s
proposal for 27 per cént
reservation for OBCs in
Central universities and
higher educational insti-
tutions, the flection
Commission has now
asked the Cenire to defer
any consideration of the
draft Bill for this purpose
by the Union Cabinet
until the completion of
the ongoing Assembly
polls. '

“The Commission has
conveyed its opinion to
the HRD ministry that it
will be desirable to defer
consideration of tac Bill
by the Cabinet tll the
election process in five
states are over”, the
deputy clection commis-
sioner, Mr R
Bhattacharya, told media
persons when asked
about the Cabinet note
relating to the OBCs
quota proposal sent by
the HRD ministry for its
consideration  several
weeks ago.

The Cabinet Secretary
had reportedly since
returned the draft legisla-
tion to the HRD ministry
on the same ground that
its consideration at this
stage might violate the
EC’s model code of con-
duct that has been in
force owing to the con-
linuing elections.

The commission had
carfier taken umbrage to
the reported declara‘ion

“of Mr Arjun Singh on the

reservation proposal for
OBCs in the Central uni-
versities and Centre-
aided institutions like IITs
and [IMs.

The draft Bill — SCs, STs
and Socially and
Educationally Backward
Classes of Citizens (reser-
vation of seats in educa-
tional institutions) Bill,
2006 - seeks to provide
reservation of seats in
educational institutions
established by the Central
government.

The EC had first issued
a notice to the Cenfre
asking for -Mr Arjun
Singh’s explanation on
his proposal which was
found to be a “prima
facie” case of contraven-
tion of model code of
conduct by the former.
The HRD minister sent a
tough reply to the EC,
denying all charges. The
EC then sent another
notice asking for clarifi-

" cations from Mr Singh on

his reply.

On the clarifications
sent by Mr Singh, Mr
Bhattacharya said that
since the reply was in
part, the Commission has
extended the time till
April 24 for a complete
reply.

The HRD minister had
earlier sought the video
footage concerning his
reported announcement
of the OBC rescrvation
proposal from the EC
over the clarifications
sought from him. After
watching the  video
footage sent by the EC, he

“sent his clarifications.



@Wﬂ ﬂ\W‘T

\ \" Q“\} &" \qk’
a@zw-&?rﬁz C?‘Tfiﬁ‘{{
w SO SCAFFE SN Wﬂwﬁm =]
iy el | WA A R SR 1fS @y
A wEfege EmR ) AR i w22
WWNWRW@WWWW
WWJquﬁrﬁmmvﬁrmmﬂ
SR | AT ZEES, @3 ARy e Awhe |
@ N TrEER 2 arefeaal ffen oy wen
A TGS RICE A S 7424 SIS, O (3
SR (el (215 FiEETS SR SR 18 At e
I Tegsren FfRaE Te 18w Tefe agiamg!
ez Bz sl 3fie sem e se frar
meifoTa Smrae S0, SRRl @ @Rl cweg a9
TR T SHaRa (i Sl AT AT | 2,
T e oTEE (FUIT WA ¢ WA wFOcEd T T
Wwﬂﬁmﬁm T (FNRFA CFCAS FAH 2l
biE] 3 U Sifkirers ) aiemiied S SRR Atk
RTe $7 27 1, aFuiE 1A FrEE Sret oFg Trerd
O AEE (LG RTHE (FIANG WATIGANTZ W}
FHETOIR (Y Afeahes 051 RCS ASH T4 FH
AR 223 TRCeTE, IETA O G fraisrst Sz
ST WA S-SR 2806 ) MAZ TS Az |
4 CFeE g [T e s was &l
QITSIA ARG ) o (e FEy Rabe 230 ol
afgiioa sierer 1 @, awe Ta S 233 oS!
a2 7] wdA el s i e Aoz e R
@ MECE %, AFRIGA IR SomMor e
518 IR = vt | ‘
@Wl@wﬁﬁmﬁmm%mﬁﬁm
iRl sriwaz e o e Raw S
SRIGE onms (heml HIBIAT S5 | FIPNRT S0
v B, CIRE G (PR ST @y e
wqgs s o afgs ofaedicn sfem core;
fRfCsie R qRITe SRR g A o, W}Iﬁﬁsﬁ
T @S (@RI 3 F B s, ¢ e e
w1 AL IR woel | fag Wd e g -srerd
A @Y ? TS Aaifefae smaifa fgrrm s
TR, 9 9% et smifn mwbee (eifers
22 TR AYFNEIR 6N Tahe (73 WHhwe™
T | FAFROS JRTS 2303, ST T894 el PraiTE, 92
S| TF, 43 GoaTY AT RAES SR, Ol 234,
& 4 TR iz b wiare Srm wdRifen gey
o, fofl 9w @ sitfaget @ @17, corta Aea
3T f=m 99|
dqaEa et wwe Gifes aEee Sy
ﬁﬁmm@mwwmﬁﬁmﬁmw@mw
G| (73 SIS ST A AT, Srra o7 B
SR, S (@RS [ Sigionn Bive 2339 w1Re M3 |
R e wem wrw 47 A wdafer
ey 21’ (RfeRTeTst Ao $a | 22iR wéE 2o
11 @2 =% ALY AR Rfcmeefia ol Fcasa
JOI, ST (R o e AR a1 s Heamel
i, wmﬁtﬂmmwmnmemt
(Pl pirers 1\.«5 Nl“((.‘lmq‘NlW ?{F‘W F41 ET&\'}
T BRI WA AT 2509, e Sides Tard
TR eTwtg Tesmrlisrel gae FHETelR Bz
Fromle | S @ ey TR S ol
widiafes Firga wike feypraress 23,

- .
(Uoy SYADARATAL piren



ClI against mandatory quota

\'9\

Sets up task force to emmer dlsadvantaqed ectlons

§

Special Correspondent A"
1Y

NEW DELHY: With pro and anti res-
ervation lobbies getting vocal
and aggressive and the debate on
the issue virtually taking the
centre stage, the Confederation
of Indian Industry like other
apex chambers on Thursday
came out openly against manda-
tory job reservation in the pri-
vate sector for the socially
underprivileged sections.

At the same time in a some-
what conciliatory gesture it an-
nounced a task force to
recommend affirmative action
for the weaker classes.

Announcing constitution of
the Task Force for Affirmative
. Action, obviously to pave the
- way for avoiding an immediate

clash between the two lobbies,
new CII chief R. Seshasayee at
his first press conference strong-
ly objected to mandatory reser-
vation of jobs saying that it was
not acceptable to industry.

“Mandatory reservation in
any form is not conducive to
competitiveness of industry. Itis
not acceptable,” Mr. Seshasayee
declared.

“To ensure that SCs, STs and
OBCs are able to compete and
acquire job skills and as our re-
sponse to the government’s cail
for reservation in the private
sector, we are setting up a task
force on affirmative action un-
der the chairmanship of J.J. Ira-
ni,” said Mr. Seshasayee who is
also the Managing Director of
Ashok Leyland.

Asked if the government will
bring in legislation making res-
ervation mandatory, he said: “I
do think the government will be
responsive to a dialogue. We are
committed for positive action. I
do not think legislation is a solu-
tion. If there is a law you have to
abide by it.”

Focusing on the kind prob-
lems that the business would
face if legislation were intro-
duced, Mr. Seshasayee said: “We
are an externally engaged econo-
my. We have many global com-
panies here. If such a law is
brought in these MNCs might
say why should we set shop here
and they will move out. If the
legislation is only for domestic
industry even then it Wlllb/ed.et»/

rimental.”
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50 per cent reservation
is much too high

By RAJEEV DHAVAN

The Union government’s new found policy of
quotas in professional institutions smacks
of vote-gathering populism, claims to fulfil
social equality and threatens caste tensions
in the name of justice. No one can doubt
the importance of social equality to Indian
governance. Affirmative action is a consti-
tutionally ordained part of Indian gover-
nance. The equality of the Constitution has
little value if it cannot (a) prevent discrimi-
nation and (b) help the disadvantaged
through affirmative action. The two key
areas of equal opportunity in India relate to
education and public employment. In both
areas, populism has taken over.

Affirmative action was in the original
Constitution of 1950 and affirmed for educa-
tion by the first amendment of 1951. But
affirmative action does not consist of
quotas alone. It consists of a whole range
of supportive activities at primary and other
levels, extra help, scholarships and social
benefits. No doubt quotas are a part of affir-
mative action. In 1963, the Supreme Court in
Balaji’s case fixed a limit of 50 per cent for
education, which was adopted by the Mandal
case (1992) for public employment. But, even
though a 50 per cent quota is permitted, we
should remember that quotas are not manda-
tory and that 50 per cent is a maximal limit.
It is not necessary to compulsively move
towards 50 per cent, stili less so as a political
gimmick without sufficient reflection.

Just as the American Constitution is not
race blind, India’s Constitution is not
caste blind. That controversy is over. The
Supreme Court rightly decided that caste
could be a consideration for defining back-
wardness. To the extent that this might entail
some tension between the ‘forward’ and ‘back-
ward’ castes or groups, India’s polity will sim-
ply have to grin and bear it. Indeed, in the
Mandal riots of 1990-92, the tension be-
came unjustifiably volatile and hostile. But
there is a lesson to be learnt from it.

Faced with the worst form of endemic

"

. .. Quota Obsession ..

racism, the American supreme court in the
Michigan cases (2003) has virtually ended
quotas but affirmed other narrowly tailored
affirmative action. The Indian debate has
gone in the reverse direction. All other forms
of affirmative action have been marginalised.
Those policies are in disarray. Corruption
haunts other forms of affirmative action
expenditure. There is an obsession with quotas.

India is committed to some system of
quotas in both education and public employ-
ment. The question is for whom, how and to
what extent. Firstly, where seats are limited,

i

the ‘for whom’ question remains important.
If a preference is called for, the primary
beneficiaries have to be SC and ST over the
other backward classes (OBCs) even though
both form large vote banks. Indeed, Justice
Krishna Iyer rightly spoke of a super-classi-
fication amongst the backward classes —
enabling preference for SC and ST as pre-
ferred beneficiaries. So far, in relation to
1ITs, IIMs and other government institu-
tions, the Centre followed this super-classifi-
cation by restricting quotas to SCs and STs.
Iis decision to extend quota benefits to OBCs
is pure and simple politics. OBCs should be

~

allowed other benefits other than quotas.

Secondly, the ‘how’ question remains
important. Apart from -supportive pro-
grammes other than quotas, there is tendency
to lower eligibility standards for quota candi-
dates. In Preeti’s case (1999), the Supreme
Court noted how quota candidates were
sought to be permitted in one state even if
they got zero in eligibility tests! Quota-based
affirmative action combines efficiency with
justice only if the two competing candidates
are more or less equal. In such a case,
preference is given to the quota candidates
without compromising standards or compe-
tence. The possible combination of quota and
incompetent eligibility is lethal.

Thirdly, the 50 per cent limit cannot be
stretched to its outer limits. Within the outer
limits are also preferences for residence,
institutions, political sufferers, disabled and
others. The 50 per cent limit is already over-
crowded. Quotas are an annual affair. They
are as much an opportunity for merit as for
quota candidates. The idea of reservations
is to advance the disadvantaged. It is not to
punish merit candidates — many of whom
could be equally poor. One girl from Banga-
lore ruefully described future admissions as
a race in which the quota candidates are
already at the winning post. Fifty per cent is
too high and too inegalitarian. Even if OBCs
are within quotas, the overall reservation
should not be more than 20 per cent. But is
the government prepared to scale down SC
and ST quotas to benefit the OBCs? At
present, there is no discerning policy. There
is only a general vote-gathering largesse
showing little application of mind.

Fourthly, there is the question of the
creamy layer of all groups who sponge the
quota. The creamy layer should be excluded
for both SCs and STs as well as OBCs.
Finally, there are financial fees adjustments
to be made if 50 per cent of all admissions
cannot pay normal fees to meet even the
annual revenue expenditure. This is a
matter of concern that cannot be ignored.

So far, Arjun Singh has limited himself to
government institutions. The 93rd Amend-
ment (2005) will also include quotas in
private institutions. This is a practice run
for serious problems that loom ahead.

The writer is a senior Supreme Court advocate.
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QUOTAS i 2 Joint-Secy level officers disagreed with rationale, NAC
members say focus on primary education, not this

Divided over Bill: NAC,

“@mmnHRDo

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 14

HERE is a divide

within the estab-

lishment on the is-

sue of imposing
27% quota for OBCs—even
within Arjun Singh’s Human
Resource and Development
Ministry.

Sources told The Indian Ex-
press that two of six Joint Sec-
retary-level officers in the
ministry’s department of sec-
ondary and higher education
“dissented” against Arjun
Singh’s move to impose OBC
quotas in Central institutions.

These bureaucrats, it is
learnt, cited two, now widely
discussed arguments: First,
whether the amendment
“automatically” leads to
OBC quotas in institutions of
excellence, like IIMs and
ITTs. And second, what effect
it would have on academic
standards in institutions of
excellence.

The Minister, however, did-
n’'t make much of this dissent,
and asked officials to prepare
the draft Cabinet note. One of
the dissenting bureaucrats
told The Indian Express: “We
raised objections on this issue
but a majority thought they
could pull it off. And the minis-
ter was not ready to relent as
well.”

This rift finds an echo not

P
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Students on thelr way to Rashtrapati Bhavan to submit a
memorandum to President A.P. J. Abdul against the
reservation issue. PT/ photo

only in the National Knowl-
edge Comnission (NKC) but
the National Advisory Coun-
cil (NAC) tco.

Former Vice Chancellor
of Jawaharlal Nehru Techni-
cal University D Swaminad-
han, an NAC member, who
has been a member of Plan-
ning Commission told The
Indian Express: “There can-
not be a blanket reserva-
tion...we have to have mini-
mum merit requirements.
The under-privileged groups
have to be looked after, but
at the same time, standards
have to be maintained...they
can’t be diluted.”

Another NAC member
and national coordinator of
Lok Satta, a Hyderabad-
based NGO working to-
wards governance reforms,
Jaiprakash Narayan
said,“The manner in which
quota is implemented needs
to be carefully thought out.
In case of I[IMs and II'Ts, in-
stead of a quota, there
should be differential bench-
marks for the General cate-
gory and the underprivi-
leged. For example, if the
minimum marks for General
students is 100, it could be 90
or 80 for the backward com-
munities. This will guarantee

Wﬁll A £ YOO

offic

als

aminimum standard.”
Besides, Narayan said:“In-
tensive  coaching pro-

grammes at state cost for two
years needs to be imparted to
students from these groups.
And lastly, schools should be
overhauled. One must re-
place competitive populism
and lazy policymaking with
cool reflection and imagina-
tive solutions.”

Another NAC member,
who did not wish to be
named, said: “Focus on pri-
mary and secondary educa-
tion is more important than
quota in centres of excel-
lence, like [IMs and ITT5.”

In case of NKC, its con-
venor Pratap Bhanu Mehta
had written a protest e-mail
to its members a day after Ar-
jun’s announcement. The
NKC reports directly to the
PM and advises him on edu-
cation-related matters.

NKC chairman Sam
Pitroda warned of long-term
implications and asked for
more debate and discussion
on the issue. In fact, NKC will
meet by early May to prepare a
paper an the subject.

However, NKC member
Jayati Ghosh, INU’s head of
Economics department, dis-
sented against convenor
Mehta’s proposal to intervene
and oppose quota system. She
is said to have been by other
members aswell.



Caste Republics

W\ " By SWAGATO GANGULY [ \\" \ u N Q
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THE more reservation fails to deliver social Justlce t}:}:
stronger becomes political parties’ determination to :
push it into newer areas. Human resource minister Arjun
Singh has taken aim at IITs and IIMs, hoping to set aside
50 per cent of seats in supposedly elite institutions for
reserved categories. The fun part is that one can always
identify areas of life that aren’t reserved, and therefore to
blame for the failure of social justice. For example, one
could progressively — pun fully intended — set aside 50 per
cent of all IIT/IIM faculty posts for reserved categories,
then 50 per cent of all seats in all educational institutions,
then 50 per cent of all private sector jobs, and so on. Why
not push this logic only a little further, and cut through
the Gordian knot for a fair and equitable solution that
ought to be to everyone’s satisfaction?
The solution would be to set aside enclaves within India for
each caste grouping, the size of the
territory being roughly proportionate ¥
to that group’s numbers within
the overall population. The Brahmin
Indian republic could conclude Eé\g "%i
treaties of non-aggression with the
OBC Indian republic and the Dalit Indian republic, and
otherwise keep within its borders. While the republics would
be free to have trade agreements between themselves and
be generally incorporated into the SAARC structure,
movements of population would be strictly regulated. Getting
visas to go from the Brahmin Indian republic to the Dalit
Indian republic, and vice versa, ought to be about as tough as
travelling from India to Pakistan and meeting General
Musharraf is now. The Brahmin Indian republic would
abolish reservations, and Infosys and Wipro could relocate
here instead of shipping to China. The Dalit Indian republic
would have no oppressors (except their own leaders) — NGOs,
social justice-wallahs and Arundhati Roy could relocate here.
In the OBC Indian republic, Mulayam Singh Yadav and Lalu
Prasad could live in idyllic communion. They could even
come to an agreement to alternate as president of the
republic, and unlike the wily British Brahmins Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown, actually keep to the terms of this contract.
Simple and elegant, and takes care of everybody’s problem.

Ay

"‘ ‘\,«"'vr“\



S emms es wma mastancaan

EC sgnds fresh quota query

Arjun: More questions

¢+ OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 12: Not sat-
isfied with human resource
development minister Arjun
Singh’s reply on the govern-
ment’s quota move, the Elec-
tion Commission today sought
some clarifications on reser-
vation for OBC students in
elite educational institutions.

According to sources, the
fresh clarifications that the
commission has sought are
technical in nature.

The poll body found a mis-
match between Singh’s reply
on Sunday and the version
that appeared in newspapers
the next day, sources said,
adding that the commission
has, therefore, sought to know

h1 h is the correct version.

The Election Commission
today sent a communication
in this regard to cabinet secre-
tary B.K. Chaturvedi, asking
him to obtain the govern-
ment’s clarification and for-
ward it to the commission by
April 18,

It had earlier said the HRD
minister had prima facie vio-
lated the model code of con-
duct for elections by announc-
ing plans for reservation.

In his reply to the poll
panel, Arjun Singh had said:
“There was no announcement
of any concession or any
breach of the model code of
conduct.”

A decision of the central
government with regard to
percentage of reservation of

seats was yet to be taken, the
minister had told the commis-
sion.

Backing Arjun, the Con-
gress today sought to douse
the controversy, saying no gov-
ernment decision has been
taken and what had taken
place were mere “inter-minis-
terial proposals”.

“We have not reached a
stage where it can be called a
government decision. What
was reported were mere ex-
changes of inter-ministerial
proposals,” Congress spokes-
person Abhishek Singhvi told
reporters. He said there was
no need for the Congress to
take a stand as all parties had
given their opinion when the
matter was debated in Parli
ment last year.
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L.essons from the new intolerance

Whether or not the IIMs and I1Ts are

forced to open their doors a little wider,

the new fashionable intolerance exhibited [/
in these last few days should be a Vv

Harish Khare

HESE LAST few days have witnessed a

fascinating battle for the control of the

public discourse. A handful of newspa-

pers and a couple of English language
television channels have done their best to stoke
a1990-type hysteria over the proposed new res-
ervation regime in Central educational institu-
tions. Television crews have been despatched to
find voices of “merit” that are aghast at the very
idea that institutes of management, presumed
bastion of merit and competition, are now
sought to be pried open to admit children of the
lesser gods. Captains of industry are on record as
to how a few hundred seats in management
schools will erode India’s competitiveness in
this age of globalisation.

A twist has been given to the controversy by
casting Union Human Resource Development
Minister Arjun Singh as the villain of the piece.
All this in the belief that if enough hype is cre-
ated, the decent man, Manmohan Singh, will
intervene and put an end to this “mischief”’
afoot. Even the nice and sincere gentlemen in

the Election Commission allowed themselves to
be taken in by this elite media noise.

There is little chance of resurrecting the 1990-
type hysteria. The reason is simple. The 1990
agitation could be sustained because the largest
political party, Congress, lent its support to the
anti-Mandal agitation. Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress
was peeved at the Raja of Manda making it to the
Prime Minister’s chair. When the V.P. Singh
Government opted for the Mandal report, the
Congress brought into play all its muscle power
to create an illusion of a massive backlash

CARTOONSCAPE

sobering experience for all of us.

& LA
against the reservation Zegime. Thosé self-im-
molations were all paid for by a cynical political
party. The V.P. Singh Government had to go not
because of the anti-Mandal agitation but be-
cause of the intractable intrigues within the Ja-
nata Dal. But in popular historical perception,
“Mandal” is deemed the cause of Mr. Singh’s
downfall. Two years later, the same Congress
took credit for implementing the Mandal
scheme,.

2006 is not 1990. The Mandal initiative has
helped to change the face of the Indian polity
and society. The grammar of entitlement has
become part of the language of Indian politics.
There can be a debate on how to go about it but
all political parties accept the logic and reality of
the Constitution (93rd Amendment) Act, 2005.
As and when the Human Resource Development
Ministry comes up with a Bill commensurate
with the 93rd Amendment, Parliament and the
country will get to debate the issue anew.

But the 2006 controversy has only reminded
one and all of how entrenched social prejudices
remain and how deep runs the hostility to
change in areas where it matters the most. Sud-
denly it seems fashionable to speak of “them”
who now dare want to enter the holy portals of
management and technology institutes.

All political systems witness a continuous
struggle over societal resources, according to the
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accepted rules of the game. In India these rules
are prescribed in the Constitution but are always
reinterpreted according to the distribution of
power. As it were, power — political and electoral
— has passed into the hands of the less socially
and educationally advanced groups. And it is
only a matter of time before the logic of democ-
racy and numbers asserts itself in every sphere
of social activity.

Today it is the ITMs and IITs that are sought to
meet the demands of social justice, tomorrow it
will be the private sector that will be called upon
to broad-base its mostly caste-based personnel
structures. Those who demand and get, and
prosper from the state’s protection cannot re-
main oblivious to its obligation to engineer some
kind of equity.

The crux of our present day dilemma was
foreseen many years ago by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
In the last sitting of the Constituent Assembly,
he noted: “We are going to enter into a life of
contradictions. In politics we will have equality
and in social and economic life we will have
inequality. In politics, we will be recognising the
principle of one man-one vote and one vote-one
value. In our social and economic life, we shall by

reason of our social and economic structure,

continue to deny the principle of one man-one
value. How long shall we continue to live this life
of contradictions? How long shall we continue to

wJUST To SHow WE DELIVER
WHAT WE PROMISE — WE
PROMISED You THE MOON, DIpN'T wE?

deny equality in our social and economic life? If
we continue to deny it for long, we will do so only
by putting our political democracy in peril. We
must remove this contradiction at the earlier

‘possible moment or else those who suffer from

inequality will blow up the structure of political
democracy which this assembly has so labo-
riously builtup.”

Dr. Ambedkar, social justice, egalitarianism,
and equity seem obsolete to the influential sec-
tions of the Indian society. Qur discourse-manu-
facturers have worked themselves into a
comfortable delusion that the “market” has
made India a vast level-playing field and there-
fore any suggestion of any kind of affirmative
action is a violation of some sacred mantra.
“Reservation” is deemed one of those devious
stratagems these undesirable politicians are for-
ever devising just to keep themselves in power.
Itis taken as an affront to a new India that thinks
of itself as a partner in a cosmopolitan march to
prosperity. The unstated claim is that the mar-
ket has cured India of all its social inequalities
and inequities.

Power of the market

The assumption is that the 300-million strong
consumerist middle class has sorted out its caste
stratifications and is now uniformly and unani-
mously worshipping on the altar of merit and
competence. The curative power of market has
melted away social distinctions and disadvan-
tages. Politics and politicians have failed India
and they should not be allowed to dispel the
market magic. This middle class, the assumption
goes, is capable of propelling India into becom-
ing a super economic power and is smart enough
to engage with the global economy on compet-
itive terms. In any case, this middle class need
not be hobbled by the burden of the rest of the
700 million and their deprivations.

In the midst of the market euphoria, thereisa
strong reluctance to see, let alone acknowledge,
inequalities. Take for instance the controversy a
few months ago over the so-called “Muslim
headcount” in the armed forces. The voices that
raised a din on the Muslim headcount are, more
or less, the same kicking up a shindy on “reserva-
tion.” Last year, for example, only 11 Muslim
candidates could make the grade out of the 422
men and women selected for the IAS, IFS, IPS
and other Central services. Of these 11, eight
made it in the category of Other Backward Class-
es (OBC). No one wants to acknowledge the
near-systemic marginalisation of the largest mi-
nority in the country. Yet any attempt to even
catalogue discrimination and disadvantages
faced by the minorities is immediately dubbed
anti-merit, anti-progress, and anti-national. As
long as a problem is not acknowledged, there will
be no obligation to find a solution.

But precisely because the new economy is
creating new inequalities in our society, the In-
dian state and its political instruments are duty-
bound to find ways of institutionalising some
kind of fairness. This duty has become even
more pronounced now that the state has been
forced to retreat from many areas of economic
activity. If the politicians were not to address
themselves to the aspirations and dreams of the
socially disadvantageous groups, the polity and
economy would not experience the peace to en-
joy the fruits of the eight per cent economic
growth, As it is, vast chunks of the country have
already come under the naxalite sway, amenable
neither to the state’s coercion nor to the lure of
the market.

The 2006 reservation controversy will not get
resolved easily. Whether or not the IIMs and
IITs are forced to open their doors a little wider,
the new fashionable intolerance exhibited in
these last few days should be a sobering experi-
ence for all of us. The Constitution is not a
convenient document but a compact that the
people of India made among themselves. That
compact is premised on the promise of an egal-
itarian social order. The new intolerance is at
odds with that promise. Promoters and patrons
of the new economy need to realise the implica-
tions of this new intolerance.
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Arjun Singh: poll
code not violated _

No new announcement made, says Minister

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: Union Human Re-
source Minister Arjun Singh on
Sunday denied the Election
Commission’s charge that he
had violated the model code of
conduct for elections by an-
nouncing a proposal for 27 per
cent reservation for the Other
Backward Classes in Central
educational institutions, when
the election process was on in
five States and a Union Territo-

He said a decision on the per-
centage of reservation of seats
was yet to be taken.

In his reply to the explanation
sought by the Election Commis-
sion through the Cabinet Secre-
tary, Mr. Singh described as
“unfortunate” the Commis-
sion’s decision to seek an expla-
nation from the Government on
the basis of media reports.

He said he had responded to
specific questions by the press
on when the Government
planned to announce the deci-
sion, “There was no announce-
ment of any concession, much
less any other breach of the
model code of conduct ... There
is no basis even for prima facie
view to that effect.”

y

“What is more, it has also beén
concluded {by EC] that it prima
facie violates the model code of
conduct without mentioning
which provision of the model
code the Commission had in
view,” Mr. Singh said.

In its communication to the
Cabinet Secretary on Saturday,
the Commission said Mr. Singh’s
announcement prima facie
amounted to a breach of the
model code as it gave new con-
cessions to certain sections of
the electorate in Assam, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal and
Pondicherry.

Mr. Singh told the Commis-
sion that he had refrained from
making a comment to the media
on the reservation issue precise-
ly on the ground that the elec-
tion process was under way in
some States.

He said it was in answer to a
specific question asked by the
media after an NCERT function
on April 5 that he made a refer-
ence to the Constitutional
Amendment and made it clear
that necessary follow-up action
was under way and a decision
would follow after the Assembly
elections.

The Minister said Article 15
(5) of the Constitution came into

(. L,f}:{;;,’ ‘/ (J’)C/\’;%Lt

force on Jdnuary 20 this year
when it received the Presiden-
tial assent. “Thus, the advance-
ment of  socially and
educationally backward classes
of citizens (OBCs) in matters of
admission — including reserva-
tion of seats and any other
means — is an existing constitu-
tional scheme and by no stretch
of imagination a new announce-
ment.”

“I categorically deny that at
any time before or on April 5,
2006, or subsequently, any an-
nouncement has been made in
respect of any percentage of res-
ervations in favour of any sec-
tions of the society or [I] have
said anything on the matter
which is not already in the public
domain or which is inconsistent
with the all-party consensus ar-
rived at in Parliament leading to
the Constitutional Amend-
ment,” he said.

Urging the Commission to
drop the proceedings against
him in view of the factual posi-
tion stated by him, Mr. Singh
said since the Commission’s
communication received wide
media attention, he was releas-
ing his clarification “to set at rest
any misgivings in the public
mind in this regard.”
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The HRD minister 1§

Ak

' RJIUN Singh’s proposal to

introduce 27 per cent reser-

vations for OBCs in institu-

tions of higher education now has
to contend with three arguments.

First, from the Election Commis-
sion that is rightly exercised over
the timing. Second, from the group
of ministers’ reservations—pun in-
tended—over another, related
quick fix—job quotas in the private
sector. Third, from Knowledge
Commission head Sam Pitroda’s
genuine expression of surprise as to
why the body he heads wasn’t con-
sulted before a decision that it can
advise over was announced.

The organized, corporatised pri-
vate sector hires only some three
per cent of the workforce. Its role
in creating a level playing field for
Indian citizens is severely con-
strained for this reason. Besides,
businesses are in the business of
making money and the right and
freedom to decide whom they
should hire is intrinsic to that man-
date. The captains of Indian indus-
try have recently gone on record re-
iterating their social commitment.

They too would want to con-
tribute towards ending the coun-
try’s ugly legacy of caste discrimi-
nation. Byt while they would be
happy toexplore various measures
of affifmative action (like provid-

over Arjun

attracting more questlo 5
.. thanfriends. He certainly deserves it uﬁv N

ing educational opportunities for
the socially disadvantaged), they
are strongly opposed to being
shackled by statutory reservations
in these extremely competitive and
globalised times.

Which is why our founding fa-
thers were sensible enough not to
pursue the idea of job reservations
in the private sector. Which is why
the GoM has, not surprisingly, run
into a constitutional wall. The care
this body took to approach the sub-
jéct through a process of consulta-
tion with constitutional experts is
exemplary. If the HRD minister
had exhibited a similar attention to
detail, the country may have been
spared some of the acrimony that
this divisive issue has already gener-
ated. That Arjun Singh did not
even bother to inform the Knowl-
edge Commission about the crucial
step he is contemplating—and its
chairman has confirmed this in an
interview with The Sunday
Express—speaks volumes for the
importunate nature of his stance.
With the EC now asking questions
that will be somewhat difficult to

answer—what would have been

lost even for Singh’s vision of social
justice had the decision come aft
the assembly elections—the HR
minister might have to repen
certainly deserves to. /
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Cabinet s\écy
returns quota

NEW DELHI, April 10 : The
Cabinet Secretary is said to
have returned the HRD
ministry’s draft Bill on the
quota issue apparently in
view of the Assembly polls.
The Cabinet Secretary’s
move was driven by the
consideration that the EC’s
code of conduct is in force,
which the government ;
could not afford to violate.\'(,
Mr Arjun Singh was ’(\éé\
reported to be keen to
the draft Bill taken up by ;
the Cabinet for discussion. »
Directors of six [IMs
discussed the quota issue

Jin Ahmedabad.

CAT result: The CAT
result is to be published on
12 April. ® SNS/PTI
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By Rajeev Deshpande/TNN
the de01d1ng

OBC revolution was long overdue. A

little more than half of India’s popu-
lation, the sheer dominance of back-
ward castes as a demographic group-
ing should have ensured a pre-eminent
slot in the political pecking order. Af-
ter all, no political party can eye pow-
er without OBC support.

Yet, progress of OBC politics has
been uneven. Geographically, back-
ward politics arrived south of the
Vindhyas much before it began to
stir the cowbelt. The South Indian

Welfare Association founded in
.. 1916, of which DMK is an off-
shoot, campaigned for social
justice and was better known
as Justice Party.

Backward dominance in

Tamil Nadu politics and
.. high quotas in educational
institutions have been
the norm since late 60’s.
In Karnataka, Devraj
Urs aggressively mo-
bilised backward com-
munities in the early
70’s, providing Con-
gress with a vote
bank which it
continues to
tap even today.

In Andhra

I f democracy is a numbers game, the

sensus which

_ of backwards

Pradesh, backward communities have been

shootouts. In Kerala, both Congress and Left
parties have progressively shed inhibitions
about openly wooing backwards — jn Janu-
ary, CM Oogen Chandy promised a 20 per
cent reservation in eolleges. Along with Ma-
harashtra, southern states have edged upper
castes out of political reckoning for decades.

In Maharashtra, Congress forged a
Maratha-led, non-upper caste political con-

lenged it 1994 by the Shiv Sena-BJP. Even
?hen, apart from severe Congress infight-
ing, it was the desertion of a critical mass

ha which sank the Congress boat.

The OBC winds blew more slowly in the
north, where anti-brahminical movements
did not take root as they did in the south,
But over decades, social aspirations began
to be driven by economic well-being
brought about by the green revolution.
Feudal attitudes began to fray as social
awareness grew. Slowly OBCs began to flex
unused political muscle. V P Singh’s Man-
dal move, resorted to in the face of Devi
Lal’s challenge, unleashed the genie in
1990, giving birth to OBC forces led by Mu-
layam Singh and Lalu Prasad in UP and Bi-
har. With sizeable Yadav populations serv-
ing as nuclei, aggressive backward mobili-
sation drew on Muslim support to become
a near unbeatable combination.

The magnitude of the Mandal fallout
forced Congress and BJP to carry

DIVIDING THE FUTURE

Quotas are back in the news, igniting debates over what the new move will lead to

factor in Congress-TDP

was first successfully chal-

in Marathwada and Vidarb-

MPs
specific

out course corrections.

Suddenly, BJP found merit in Kalyan
Singh’s OBC tag, rather than his creden-
tials as a long-time RSS man. Similarly )
Narendra Modi and Uma Bharti were seen
in their avatars as OBC leaders as much as
Hindutva mascots.

When finally Lalu Prasad’s Bihar
fortress fell, it was to OBC challenger Ni-
tish Kumar with forwards backing the
NDA. BJP’s Sushil Modi
would not be Deputy CM
but for the accident
that banias in Bihar
are OBCs. In Con-
gress, too, OBC poli-
tics has become
mainstream. Ashok
Gehlot, a Mali, was
the party’s choice

+as Rajasthan CM.

OBCs do not func-

tion as a homoge-
neous block. There"
are rivalries — Mu-
layam and Lalu have
rarely been friends whileat |
least one section of the Janata
Parivar is part of NDA. But back-
ward politicians have displayed a capacity
to unite for larger causes as was evident
when the parliamentary forum of OBC
successfully = agitated for
inclusion of
castes” in a bill providing quotas in educa-
tional institutions.
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o

the
“backward

| feel bad about it—
wish | was from the
backward classes.
There’s nothing we
can do about

it except pray
that it

tion

ties

just

New Delhi: For all the talk al;out
de-stressing the board-examina-

OBC quotas in Céntral universi-

dents approaching their college
admissions are afraid that with

the general category candidates,
colleges may turn out to be a
distant dream.

- Says Vaibhav Mishra, who has

Quota talk just adds to students’ stress

By Shreya Ray/TNN
from
system, the move to extend

may do just that. School stu-

about 50% seats left for

just passed out of Modern School,
“T feel bad about it—wish I was

There’s nothing we can do about it
really except pray that it gets im-
plemented from next year.” Vaib-
hav is also afraid that this might '
trigger off violence of the
magnitude
Mandal Commission.

‘After seeing what happened
then, I wonder what will happen.
This is just a ploy by the govern-
ment to garner votes,” he adds.

Adds Dhruv Gupta, who is in
Class 12, DPS, Mathura Road, “It’s
okay to have some reservation but
if they keep increasing the per-
centage this way, the boards will
automatically become tougher and
more competitive. This is ironical,
considering they want to make the
boards free of any tension.”

Says Sameer Dixit of Modern
Barakhamba, “This is scary. The
DU admissions have been tough at
the best of times and this will just
make it worse.”

Vidur of GD Goenka says that
from an objgctive point of view,
this is a positive move as it seeks
to benefit the marginalised sec-
tions. “However, personally, I
do realise that it will decrease
my chances of making it
through to a good college in
DU,” he says.

Damini Maniktala - of St
Thomas is also of a similar
view. “This just means
that we will have to work
harder,” she says.

backward classes.

seen during the
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US prefers
‘affirmative
action’

By Manoj Mitta/TNN

By Ronojoy Sen/TNN

New Delhi: What lessons does the experi-
ence of affirmative action in elite US uni-
versities hold for us? There are no simple
answers, but Berkeley sociologist Jerome
Karabel’s recent book, The Chosen, pro-
vides some pointers. Though universities
have traditionally been regarded as the
lynchpin of America’s affirmative action
programme, Karabel shows that this has-
n't always been true. After trawling
through the archives of Harvard, Yale and
Princeton, he concludes the big three have
determined their admission policy on out-

New Delhi: While corporate icon N R Narayana
viurthy denounces the very idea of caste-based
{uotas, his US counterparts have come out in
upport of race-based “affirmative action.” The
lifference in the approach to social justice —
[uota as opposed to affirmative action — has a
ot to do with the contrast in attituded displayed
1y big business in the two democracies.

While the quota system in India requires nu-
nerical targets to be fulfilled, the affirmative ac-

ion programme in the US comes that suit institutional interests. So
s more about taking race " although they pay lip service to diversity,
8 a factor to achieve di- the Ivy League remains dominated by
ersity among students or wealthy and, perhaps, white students.

Karabel’s findings for Ivy League uni-
versities have been corroborated for oth-
er schools of higher education. A Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania study found that
though more blacks and Hispanics were
enrolling from the time affirmative ac-
tion came into being in the late 1960s, the

mployees. Quota as such
s frowned upon in US be-
-ause it leads to reverse
liscrimination. Equally
ignificant, US does not
ny more see affirmative
wction as a corrective to

Ivy League’s lip  AnABC of the 0BCs
service to quotas

4%. The African-American population in
the US in 2002 was about 12%.

The mixed success of affirmative ac-

tion in US universities is reflected by
the general condition of African Amer-
icans. Several recent studies, including
Columbia University professor Ronald
B. Mincy’s ‘Black Males Left Behind’,
has documented the worsening plight of
blacks. One of the findings is that in in-
ner cities, more than half of all black
men don’t finish high school. So the
question of this group entering univer-
sity doesn’t arise.
- Though affirmative action has not had
the desired results, prominent black intel-
lectuals like Cornell West of Princeton
still believe that it’s essential. In a telling
passage in his book, ‘Race Matters’, he
writes, “Progressives should view affir-
mative action as neither a major solution
to poverty nor a sufficient means to equal-
ity. We should see it as primarily playing a
negative role namely, to ensure that dis-
criminatory practices against women and
people of colour are abated. Given the his-
tory of this country, it is a virtual certain-
ty that without affirmative action, racial
and sexual discrimination would return
with a vengeance.”

It is ironical that while affirmative ac-
tion flounders in the US, other connec-
tions still work fine in elite US universi-
ties, Harvard accepts 40% of applicants
who are children of alumni but only 11%

of general applicants.
’

. eris, for instance, are among the most politically mobilised

By Amit Bhattacharya/TNN

New Delhi: ‘OBC’ is suddenly back in the political lexicon, but not many seem
aware what ‘Other Backward Classes’ is all about. Not surprising, since this
category is essentially legal and contains disparate communities, many
nebulously perched on the traditional caste hierarchy.

Simply put, a majority of OBCs are ‘shudras’ — the lowest rung in the
four-varna system, higher only to the outcasts or Dalits. But OBCs also in-
clude former Dalits who converted, many nomadic people and even some
tribes. It’s a vast classification comprising 52% of the population and so di-
verse that most OBCs have never been able to unite politically.

Of the 5,000 castes and sub-castes, 2,052 are on the OBC list. The OBC
category formally came into existence when in 1953, the Kaka Kalelkar
Commission was tasked with identifying the socially and educationally
backward. The term ‘other’ was added to distinguish this category from
Dalits. In 1979, the Janata Party government set up the Mandal com-
mission with the same mandate. B C Mandal evolved 11 indicators of
backwardness under the broad heads of social, educational and eco-
nomic and the status of communities in different areas.

The result was a detailed enumeration of backward communities
that is area-specific. For instance, Banias are on the OBC list in Bihar,
but not so in other states. Jats — whose position in the traditional peck-
ing order has been ambiguous — have recently been marked OBC in
Rajasthan though they are considered a dominant caste elsewhere.

Most communities on the list though are what'’s called ‘cccupa-
tion’ castes — Teli, Dhobi, Darzi, Halwai, Lohar, Sunar, Rangrez
etc. These categories include Muslims as well. (Contrary to pop-
ular belief, OBCs include non-Hindus.) Most such occupations
fall in the distinct ranks of Most Backward Castes (MBCs) —a
sub-group whose condition is closer to that of Dalits.

Castes other than MBCs have clearly gained from social mo-
bility and political power. Yadavs and Kurmis of UP and Bi-
har are prime examples. But there are others. Lodhs and Ko-

OBCs of the heartland. In the South too, where affirmative
action began in the 1930s, some backward communities have
acquired clout. Nadars and Thevars of TN, Vokkaligas and
Lingayats of Karnataka and Ezhavas in Kerala are now
among the powerful castes. Curiously, backward political mo-
bilisation hasn’t been that successful in AP, where interme-
diary castes such as Reddys and Kammas — who, like the
Jats, aren’t on the OBC list — have dominated.

istorical injustices but  The affirmative number and share of white students
-ather as a means to R who attend college had risen at a much
achieve diversity in en- action plan in faster rate. In fact, black and Hispanic
lightened self-interest. . students were concentrated in institu-
Little wonder then that the US is more tions offering only two-year associate de*
when the US Supreme about taking tgreleisl, and very {)ew regei[z;.lrch universities
Court was dealing with a ook large numbers of them.
challenge three years ago Another survey conducted in 2002 re-
to affirmative action in race as a fa?tor , vealed that only 6% of the freshman class
Michigan University, to achieve at ‘MIT were African-Americans, while
dozens of Fortune 500 . . the figure for Berkeley was even lower at
companies, including Mi- leel'SltY among
crosoft, Intel, Kellog, Ko- students or Stﬂﬁ

dak and Dow Chemical,
threw their weight be-
hind the university’s bid to preserve race con-
scious admissions. Intervening in the case, they
urged the court to uphold affirmative action in
admissions so that corporates could in turn can
take race as a factor while selecting employees.

All this may seem inconceivable in the Indian
context given the trouble the UPA government
has been facing in meeting the promise it made
in the common minimum programme (CMP) of
persuading the corporate sector to adopt affir-
mative action for the benefit of SCs and STs.

The government’s failure to make any visible
progress in this regard may be because of the
CMP’s formulation of affirmative action: “The
UPA government is very sensitive to the issue of
affirmative action, including reservations, in
the private sector.” The implication is, the gov-
ernment regards reservations or quota as a com-
ponent of affirmative action.

This is far cry from the American approach in
which a great deal of effort is demonstrated to en-
sure affirmative action doesn’t work like quota and
nobody alleges reverse discrimination. As a corol-
lary, the UPA government may have to rethink quo-
ta as a strategy of pursuing social justice and con-
sider the alternative of affirmative action with far
greater degree of acceptability, whether in jobs or
in educational institutions. In its landmark judg-
ment delivered in 2003, the US supreme court ruled -
colleges can take race as a factor in selecting their
students because it furthers “a compelling interest
in obtaining the educational benefits that flow
from a diverse student body.”

student, enrolled in IIT Delhi for the

four-year engineering programme.
Eight years on, Sunil’s batchmates have
landed plum jobs. In 2005, the IIT authori-
ties asked Sunil to leave because of his be-
low par performance.

Even now more than 60% of the stu-
dents whose performances are dis-
cussed in the Student Review
Committee meetings of IIT Del-
hi, belong to the reserved cate-
gories. Of the students who fin-
ish the four year programme in
six years (the maximum al-
lowed) because of their inabili-
ty to cope, a similar proportion
belong to reserved categories.
The average cumulative grade
point average of these stu-
dents reportedly hovers in the
5-6.5 range. For the general cat-
egory it is between 7-8.5.

Says dean (students’ affairs),
IITD, S M Ishtiaque, “The com-
mittee meets twice every se-
mester. Often we are forced to
counsel these students into tak-
ing less number of courses.

In 1997, Sunil M., a reserved category

In the end, there are still seats vacant

This despite the fact that every year, for 40-
odd SC/ST students, we conduct a one-
year preparatory course in Physics, Chem-

istry and Mathematics.”

A 1993 report by ex-IIT-Madras director

P V Indiresan and ex-IIT-Delhi director N
C Nigam dwells on the impact of quotas in
IITs. “Nearly 50% of the reserved seats re-
main vacant as SC/ST stu-

dents are unable to secure
the minimum threshold
marks (two-thirds of the
last candidate admitted in
the general category). Of
those admitted, almost 25%
are asked to leave due to
poor performance,” said the
report. The vacancies caused
IIT-Madras to increase its

overall intake by 40.

Kozhikode source.

The scenario at the
IIMs is marginally bet-
ter. “We manage to fill
about 15-18% of the re-

served seats. ”’ said an IIM-

It is not just academics
that suffers in the hands of
reservation. The placements

of these revered institutes too bear the
brunt. As aIITD source explained, “A lot of
students get rejected on CGPA alone. Be-
sides, companies these days place a lot of
importance on extra-curricular activities.
But for many quota students, the regular
syllabus is tqo difficult to handle, where do
they get time for ECA?” Many in these in-
stitutes also blame the quota system for
the increasing levels of depression
among students that was brought
into focus by the recent spate of
suicides in IITs across the coun-
try. Faced with the prospect of .
quotas not being filled, govern-
ments in the past have forced
IITs to relax entry norms.
“During the 80s,.IITs were
unable to fill reserved seats
and government asked us to
lower standards. We even
took students who have
scored zeros,” said ex-IIT
Kharagpur director Kasturi
Lal Chopra. That has
changed now with the mini-
mum eligibility criterion.

,— With inputs from Abantika Ghosh,
Hemali Chhapia and Neelima Mahajan/TNN
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Arjun dismisses

‘quota row °

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 7: The
Union HRD minister, Mr
Arjun Singh, has dismissed
the storm of oppositicn
that has been set off by Lis
recent showcasing of the
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment’s decision to extend
reservation to  OBCs
besides the existing benefi-
ciaries, SCs and STs, in
Central universities and
other Centre-funded insti-
tutions of higher educa-
tion, including IITs and
1IMs.

On the raging quota row,
Mr Arjun Singh said:
“Some people are trying to
whip up the issue, 1 know
that.” He did not take any
names.

The Centre’s proposal to
pravide 27 % reservation to
OBCs, who account for the
majority of the country’s
population, will result in
an increase in reservation
up t0 49.5 % in Central uni-
- versities and institutions,
given that SCs and STs
together are already enti-
ded to 22.5 % quota.

The maove has sparked

off considerable i{sent-
ment among the students
belonging to the general
category and  others,
including academics, even
as it has also been wel-
comed by another section
of the people in the coun-
y.

Justifying the proposal
pending the approval of
the Union cabinet for its
implementation, the HRD
minister pointed out that
Parliament had passed the
Constitution amendment
Bill (In December last year)
envisaging such provisions
{ensuring and hiking reser-
vation for socially back-
ward classes in State-aided
and private institutions )
with virtual unanimity
after deliberations with
various political parties.
The President has now
given his assent to the Bill
paving the way for its
implementation. “This is
the essence of it,” he said.

Asked about the resent-
ment among some stu-
dents over the fresh quota
proposal, which is being
dubbed as the Mandal
effect in the education sec-

TRS?QTESMM

o

tor, Mr Singh tersely said,
“maybe”.

The HRD minister has
made it clear that the pro-
posal will be cleared after
the April-May Assembly
elections in five states.

The general category
students apprehend that
the move will drastically
reduce the seats available
for them in such institu-
tions.

The proposal has re-
ignited the merit vs quota
debate, especially with
regard to institutes of
excellence such as [IMs
and IITs, with a section of
academics venting their
opposition on this ground.
Apart from the beneficia-
ries, the decision has, how-
ever, been also appreciated
by other people for being
part of a socially affirma-
tive action plan.

The enactment of the
Constitutional  amend-
ment has evidently cleared
the decks for the govern-
ment’s plan, with the legis-
lation enabling the Centre
and the states to provide
reservation to the OBCs in
educational institutions.
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Quota juggernaut rolls on

Central varsities won't
get extra seats, IT'Ts will

CHETAN Chauhan
New Dethi, April 7

CENTRAL UNIVERSITIES may not
get additional admission seats for 27
per cent other backward classes (OBC)
quota as per Mandal Commission’s
recommendation. The IITs and IIMs
may get additional seats as the Plan-
ning Commission has already sanc-
tioned money for the additional intake
for the current financial year.

Indicating this, amid the raging
controversy over the reservation pro-
posal in Central educational institu-
tions, HRD minister Arjun Singh
said the possibility of increasing in-
take in Central universities was not
there because of resource crunch.
“We were considering ways to in-
crease intake in technical education
institutions”, Singh said. There is
also a possibility of scholarship for
OBC students in IIMs on the lines of
scholarship for Schedquled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe seats to offset the
huge fees charged by IIMs.

The proposal for seeking 27 per cent
seats in Central educational institu-
tions is likely to be brought before the
Cabinet. It will cover all Central edu-
cational institutions, including med-
ical colleges and other educational in-
stitutions that don’t come under HRD.

“The Parliament has passed a law.
{t’s our responsibility to implement it.
Beyond this, we don’t have a role to
play in this”, Singh told reporters.
Asked whether the Prime Minister
was not informed about the decision,
Singh shet back: “Very strange! The
decision was taken by the Prime Min-
ister in person. Now, if they have gone
out of the loop, I don’t know”.

In an obligue finger pointed towards

SC ruling on 0BCs

The Supreme Court has held that
meritorious candi-
dates, who use 4
their OBC -~
status to get
their serv- =~
ice preferences in
the civil services,
would not be
counted as part of the percentage
quota fixed for OBCs. A Bench, com-
prising justices H.K. Sema and A.R.
Lakshmanan, said that the merit list
OBC candidates even if they avail of
the relaxed standards prescribed for
their class to avail of better service
preferences would not be counted as
OBCs for the purpose of fixing reserva-
tion percentages. They would, instead,
be counted as general category candi-
dates, the apex court held.

Opposition parties, Singh said,

“Some people are trying to whip up .

the issue. I know that. But it’s a pro-
vision of the Constitution which was
cleared by Parliament with near una-
nimity,” he said.

Sources, however, said that the
reservation, according to the 104th
Constitution amendment in private
educational institutions would be im-
plemerntted in ‘letter and spirit’ since
the other partners of the UPA had al-
ready agreed to implementing Mandal
in elﬂlcatlonal institutions.

Some academics have, however, crit-
icised the proposal based on the Man-
dal formula providing 27 per cent quo-
ta for OBCs in Central educational in-
stitutions and the IIMs and IITs.

- MANDAL

Arjun Sngh

BAD NEWS
Central univs will
not get additional
seats to cope with
the 27 per cent
OBC quota

EXCEPTIONS
Those gunning for
IITs and iIMs have a
better chance. More
seats coming

CASH CRUNCH
Univs face a
shortage of funds,
says HRD minister
Arjun Singh

BJP IN A BIND
Having supported
amendment to
provide quota in all
institutions, it can't
openly oppose the
27 per cent OBC
quota

WAIT AND WATCH
However, BJP aware
that the anger in the
student community
could snowball
again...Says will
support quota if it
applies to minority
institutions

THE HIDUS 1 AN HIMES
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Why the BJP cannot
oppose the government

/ e -
SHEKHAR tyer \}’ g
New Delhi, April 7 Q\ '}\\)‘ Q([“‘p

CONSCIOUS OF its dependence on
the OBC factor and having supported
the government in amending the
Constitution to provide for quota in
all educational institutions, the BJP
finds that it cannot openly oppose
HRD minister Arjun Singh’s propos-
al in this regard.

After all, that was what the gov-
ernment pledged to do to when OBC
MPs (cutting across all parties) were
worried about quota for their com-
munity.

Last December, when the amend-
ment was to passed in Parliament,
OBC MPs and the key NDA ally, Jana-
ta Dal (U), raised this issue when the
BJP said their interests would be af:
fected if the minority institutions
were kept out. The government then
promised fo apply reservation for
their community Once that hap-
pened, the BJP’s bid to block the bill
on the ground that the minority in-
stitutions had been kept out fell flat.

That the interests of the OBCs
would be protected while providing
for reservation to SC and ST after the
bill was made into law convinced the
OBC leaders.

They were told that the provision
for OBCS could be ihcorporated and
the aim and objectives of the bill
clearly mentioned that “socially
backward citizens” as among the
beneficiaries.

The BJP did not then wish to ap-
pear to be standing in the way of the
Bill as it would mean that it is op-
posed to quota for SC and ST in pri-
vate schools and colleges. It support-
ed the Constitution amendment.

w7
BEHIND

Now, with the simmering disquiet
in the student community, the BJP
would rather wait to see whether it
gathers momentum at the time of ad-
mission season. The BJP cannot op-
pose what is politically correct.
Therefore, on Friday, the BJP was
guarded in its reaction to Arjun
Singh’s 27 per cent seat quota in in-
stitutes and colleges of higher educa-
tion run by the Centre.

BJP spokesperson Prakash
Javadekar said it would support the
proposals provided they were also ap-
plied to minority institutions. He ac-
cused the Congress-led Central gov-
ernment of playing a “political
stunt” by what he called was its “se-
lective leak” of the reservation pro-
posal while the election process is on
in five states.

“We are pro-reservationists. But
what the Congress-led government is
doing is a mere political stunt, a
fraud on the poor people by selective-
ly leaking the proposal when there
are elections in five states”, he said.

Javadekar said, “If they (the gov-
ernment and the Congress) are seri-
ous and sincere about it, they
should reserve seats for backward
classes in minority-run educational
institutions as well. Why are they
not doing it?”

BJP vice-president Mukhtar Ab-
bas Nagvi dismissed it as an “elec-
tion stunt”. He said, “We’re in favour
of reservations, but we condemn this
electoral stunt of the UPA”.
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Kerala to ensure quota for backward communities

State Cabinet decides to amend rules, following Narendran Comn?usslon

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Kera-
la Cabinet on Wednesday decid-
ed to amend rules to ensure that
nobackward community missed
the posts reserved for it in Gov-
ernment services. The decision
came as part of a consensus ap-
proach to the findings of the Na-
rendran Commission on
representation of Backward
Classes in public services. The
panel had submitted its findings
to the Government four years
ago, The Cabinet decided to set
up a permanent commission on
Backward Classes as directed by
the Supreme Court to re-deter-
mine reservation on the basis of
population and backwardness of
communities. A monitoring
committee with the Chief Minis-
ter as chairman will be constitu-
ted to ensure that each backward
community got its share of posts.

Concession for FCs

As a concession for forward
communities, the Cabinet decid-

ed to reserve 10 per cent of seats
for degree and post-graduate
courses in Government colleges
to families of forward communi-
ties living below the poverty line
(BPL).

While the existing 20 per cent
reservation for the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes will
continue, 20 per cent will be re-
served for other backward
communities.

However, admissions to pri-
vate colleges will be governed by
the direct payment agreement.

The educational concessions
being given to girls of Muslim
and Nadar communities will be
extended to girls belonging to
Other Backward Classes.

The benefits will also be given
to the girls of BPL families in
forward communities.

Crucial decisions

Announcing the decisions,
Chief Minister Oommen Chandy
said these were crucial decisions
aimed at ensuring social justice.
“The Government is going to the

extent possible in ensuring jus-
tice under the given
circumstances.” ¢

Noting that there was no\cén-
sensus on making up for the va-
cancies lost by the Backward
Classes over the past 10 years
from their reservation quota of
40 per cent, the Chief Minister
said talks on this question would
continue.

Mr. Chandy said the Public
Service Commission (PSC)
would be told to include enough
number of candidates in supple-
mentary lists for appointments
to reserved posts so as to prevent
loss of posts due to Backward
Classes. Their number could be
as high as five times the number
of posts if qualified hands were
available.

If qualified hands from the
specified backward community
were not available for a post, it
would be kept vacant.

This would prevent loss of
‘turn’ of a particular community
to another backward community

e el
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or inclusion of the post in the
merit list. The Kerala Subordi-
nate Service rules would be
amended for the purpose.

Transparency

In order to ensure transpar-
ency, it is to be specified that the
PSC should publish an appoint-
ment chart showing eligible can-
didates on open competition and
on reservation turns separately.
The period of validity of a rank-
list will be considered as a selec-
tionyear.

Mr. Chandy said the Govern-
ment would ensure that reserva-
tion norms were followed in all
temporary appointments in fu-
ture. Steps would be taken to en-
trust selection of candidates for
all appointments in the public
sector and autonomous and qua-
si-Government institutions to
the PSC.

The Chief Minister thanked
all who had cooperated in reac-
hing the consensus and called
for cooperation of everyone in
implementing the decisions.
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Panel on SCs, STs

. AR
wants cell in PMO . |
Says schemes did not yield desired resul‘
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Parliamentary
Committee on the Welfare of
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes has reiterated its recom-
mendation of setting up a cell in
the Prime Minister’s Office to
monitor the progress of the

schemes for the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes.

The committee, in a report
presented in Parliament on
Wednesday, pointed out that the
programmes and  schemes
meant for development of the
SCs/STs had not yielded the de-
sired results.

It sought information on the
steps taken by the Ministries
concerned for proper utilisation
of funds for the schemes.

;) ¢ Ak

The report says that the com-
mittee members were not con-
vinced by the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment’s re-
ply that a monitoring cell at the
Prime Minister’s Office may not
be so urgent, as the Planning
Commission and the Ministry
reviewed the progress of the
schemes on a monthly and quar-
terly basis.

The committee said the prob-
lems faced in implementation of
the projects should be brought
to the notice of the State Gov-
ernments that lagged behind.

The report also took serious
note of the Government’s “slack-
ness” in drafting a national pol-
icy for tribals.

It directed that a time-bound
action be taken on the matter.
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(¥ State governments could be allowed
to divide Dalits into sub-categories

HE Centre’s proposal to allow state governments to divide
Dalits into sub-categories, depending on how mugh !
they have gained from reservations, stems from the wide-
spread sentiment that some groups have cornered a
disproportionate amount of benefits. The proposal would put
in place a bar on how much reservation can be granted to
groups that constitute the Dalits. While the desire to ensure
that benefits of reservation are evenly spread among Dalits i
is laudable, the proposal is likely to founder. The biggest
hurdle is the Supreme Court, which has struck down !
creation of categories within Dalits. The court ruled that :
the Andhra Pradesh government’s proposal to split the !
scheduled castes into sub-groups and specify how much
reservation they were entitled to, violated Articles 14, 15,16
and 341 of the Constitution. Importantly, the Andhra govern-
ment move was also fuelled, at least on paper, by the concern
that the dominant Malas were bagging a major chunk of
quota benefits. There have been similar moves earlier in
Punjab and Haryana to divide the SCs into further categories.
f/' The Centre can, of course, get around the court order by
/amending the Constitution or by placing the new legislation
" in the Ninth Schedule where it would be secure from legal
" challenge. But such a move is likely to have several negative
implications. First, it will make the already complex quota |
system even messier. Second, it is likely to generate a severe
backlash from dominant groups who would not like to see a i
limit on their quota. In addition, Dalit leaders will portray the
Centre’s move as a ploy to divide their unity. Finally, further
sub-divisions within the SC category might end up perpe-
tuating caste loyalties and rivalries. Reservations were meant :
to cease 10 years after the Constitution came into effect, but
more than 50 years later caste continues to play a crucial role.
A better way of ensuring equitable distribution of quota :
benefits to Dalits would be to identify an economically
determined ‘creamy layer’ or individuals who have benefited
the most from reservations. This has already been done
for the other hackward classes following the Supreme Court
judgment on the Mandal commission report. There is no
reason why this cannot be extended to cover Dalits.
........................................................................................... PPV I
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BJP VOTES IN FAVOUR OF LEGISLATION

LS passes

quota

NEW DELHI, Dec 21. — The Lok

Sabha today passed the contentious
constitutional amendment Bill pro-
viding for reservations for the
SCs/STs and “socially and educa-
tionally backward” classes in private,
unaided educational institutions
after a day-long heated discussion.

When the Bill was put to the vote,
there were 331 votes in favour of it
with a mere 17 in opposition.

Clearly, the UPA government’s
intense and frantic negotiations to
muster the numbers paid off.

Despite their misgivings, the dis-
senting parties, including the BIJP,
voted in favour of the legislation
since they did not want to be per-
ceived as the “stumbling block” in
the way of such a transparently pop-
ulist move.

Apart from bringing its critical
allies — the Left and the RJD — on
board, the government appeared
bolstered by the backing of some key
NDA allies like the JD-U.

The members showed up follow-
ing Whips issued to them by their
parties. The Bill required a two-
thirds majority to be passed as it
soughi to overturn an August Sup-
reme Court judgment, calling the
quotas in private educational institu-
tions unconstitutional.

Flfteen n members belonging to the

. -

Ryt

Bill

f){;,w ¢ 6’//\,\‘0‘ 7

! BJP Congrcss, BSP, SP and the RJD,
' exposed as havmg taken money in
two sting operations, could not vote
as they had been directed by the
Speaker not to attend the House till
a probe against them was over and a
decision taken.

Though the principal Opposition
party, the BJP, had earlier said that it
would oppose the Bill, it finally
endorsed it, not wishing to be seen
as a “spoiler” by the SCs, STs, OBCs
and minorities.

The Bill’s passage will enable stu-
dents belonging to the SCs, STs and
OBCs to avail themselves of the
benefit of quotas in government as
well as private colleges from the
coming academic session.

Speaking during a clause-by-
clause assessment of the Bill, the
BJP’s Mr VK Malhotra criticised the
government for excluding minority
institutions from the Bill’s purview.
His amendments, however, were
rejected.

Replying, HRD minister Mr
Arjun Singh assured the House that
reservations for OBCs would be
addressed in due course. The minis-
ter explained the circumstances
necessitating the damendment Bill
that, he said, would “serve a social
cause”. He said India was a secular
state and proud to be so, pointing
out that there were more Muslims in
India than in Pakistan.

- Quota benefit not for uffper
caste woman marrying SC/ST

NEW DELHI, Decc. 21. — The
Supreme Court has held that a
woman from an upper caste Hindu
family cannot contest an election in
a reserved constitucncy if she has
married a man belonging to a
Scheduled Caste or Tribe.

Setting aside a Delhi High Court
verdict, a Bench comprising Mr
Justice SB Sinha and Mr Justice PK
Balasubramaniyan said the accep-
tance of the upper caste woman by
an SC or ST family would not qual-
ify her for the privilege.

“It is, therefore, beyond doubt or
dispute that a high-caste Hindu
individual not subjected to any
social or educational backwardness
in his or her life, by reason of mar-

riage alone cannot ipso facto
become a member of a Scheduled
Caste or a Scheduled Tribe ,” the
Bench said.

Ms Meera Kanwaria, a defeated
candidate in the elections to the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
from Subhash Nagar, had chal-
lenged the Delhi High Court judg-
ment upholding the victiry of an
upper caste woman, Ms Sunita, in
the reserved seat.

Ms Sunita was married to a mem-
ber of a Scheduled Caste. Ms
Kanwaria had contended that her
rival was ineligible as she was not a
Scheduled Caste candidate by
birth. Ms Sunita had also filed the
wrong affidavit, she alleged. f&ﬂ“ 1
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LEFT, RJD & BJP HAVE MISGIVINGS

Quota Bill
mtroduced

!
1 1

in

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Dec. 20. — A con-
stitutional amendment Bill, envis-
aging reservations for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in
unaided private educational insti-
tutions, was introduced in the Lok
Sabha today amid misgivings
expressed by the Left parties, RID
and the BJP.

The Constitution (104th Amen-
dment) Bill, piloted by the HRD
minister, Mr Arjun Singh, exc-
ludes minority educaticnal insti-
tutions from its purview.

At present, reservations of seats
for SCs, STs and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) for admissions to
educational institutions are con-
tingent upon the provisions of
Article 15(4) of the Coastitution.
The number of seats available in
aided or state maintained institu-
tions, partigularly in respect of
pm?esstonal‘ education, is limited
in contrast to those in private,
unaided institutions. The new Bill
seeks to amplify Article 15 to pro-
vide for similar reservations for
SCs, STs and OBCs in unaided
educational institutions.

The new clause will enable
Parliament as well as state legisla-
tures to set forth laws for this pur-
pose, Mr Singh said.

According to him, Article 30(1)
provides all minorities with the
right to establish and administer
educational institutions of their

\) P -
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choice and it is essential that such
rights are protected.

Institutions declared by the
state to be minority ones are,
therefore, omitted from the pur-
view of the new provision. Mr
Singh said the ultimate objective
was 1o provide reservations to
these segments of the people in
educational institutions.

Mr DP Yadav (RID) wanted the
government to allude to the
“socially and economically back-
ward” classes in the Bill. He also
felt OBCs would not be able to
take advantage of reservations in
elite institutions. Mr Ram Gopal
Yadav (SP) said the government
had made it clear that OBCs would
be benefited.

Mr V Radhakrishnan of the
CPI-M, supported by Mr CK
Chandrappan of the CPI, con-
tended that it should be left to the
states to identify a minority insti-
tution.

But with its allies divided on the
issue, the BJP appeared to be
wavering on opposing the Bill,
Though the party iterated that it
would oppose the exemption given
to minority institutions in the Bill,
moving amendments for it to be
deleted, the party appeared to be
in two minds on pressing for a divi-
sion lest it should be accused of
putting up obstructions.

The BJP has issued a Whip to its
members to be present in the Lok
Sabha tomorrow when the Bill is
expected to come up for voting.



Status Quo Not To Change For Existing Beneficiaries

SC verdict rules out 5%
Muslim quota in jobs

_ Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 4 JANUARY

N A development rh;a{
I could dampen the enthusi-
asm of the Sultans of ap-
peasement to come up with
promises that could be chal-
lenged by the judiciary, the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
brought into force the Andhra
Pradesh High Court judgement,
quashing 5% Muslim quota in
government jobs and cduca-
tional institutions.
However, a Bench headed by
Chief Justice YK Sabharwal

gave relief to those Who%%ve
already availed the benefit of
the controversial ordinance, di-
recting that the status quo be
maintained relating to appoint-
ments in public services and ad-
missions in educational institu-
tions. Admitting a bunch of ap-
peals against the high court
judgement, the Bench referred
the matter for consideration be-
fore a Constitution Bench.

The BJP hailed the decision
and said it was a verdict against
the appeasement politics. “This
is the fourth slap on the face of
the Congress and its brand of

WY h i
polmcs %he court spoke against
the quota in AP and AMU four
times,” BJP leader Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi said.

It may be recalled that the
Congress government, acting
on its pre-poll promise, cleared
5% quota for Muslims, who ac-
count for 9.2% of the state’s
population, barely three days
after getting recommendations
from a government panel. The
decision was challenged in the
Andhra Pradesh High Court.

Disapproving religion-based
reservation, a five-member AP
High Court Bench, headed by
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A\ Govt Firm On Pvt Job
Reservations Law

By Subodh Ghildiyal/TNN

New Delhi: Flashing the law
ministry’s stand that govern-
ment can extend job quotas to
the private sector even with-
out having to amend the con-
stitution, the ministry of so-
cial justice has started push-
ing  reluctant
corporatesto act
on their own to
ward off state
intervention.
The point is
learnt to have
been conveyed
by social justice
minister Meira
Kumar to Infos-

Meira Kumar N R Murthy

(GoM) headed by agricul-
ture minister Sharad Pawar,
which has been mandated to
draw the roadmap for imple-
menting the private sector
quota, is supposed to meet
around the same time. Al-
ready, however, there is little
doubt that the view of the

MATTERS COME TO A HEAD

Anu Aga

ys chief N R
Narayanamurthy and Ther-
max boss Anu Aga. In both
the interactions, the minis-
ter was learnt to have told
her guests that continued re-
sistance would leave the gov-
ernment with no option but
to bring in a law to push the
quota jurisdiction to the pri-
vate sector.

She is expected to impress
the same upon Rahul Bajaj
when he comes calling in
mid-January.

Speaking to TOI, Meira
Kumar refused to disclose
what had really transpired
between her,and her visitors
from the corporate sector.
She, however, said tharn gov-
ernment was making a re-
newed pitch for voluntary
action on the part of indus-
try “I am still trying for vol-
untary action.” Kumar also
said that she wanted the in-
dustrialists—22 of whom
had told her in June 2005
that theywere ready to give
training and scholarships to
SCs\STs and the poor in re-
turn for a pledge not to im-
pose the quota—to “form a
council to find a solution to
the issue”.

The group of ministers
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law ministry has strength-
ened the resolve of those
campaigning for a private
sector quota.

The social justice minis-
ter also made it plain that
the government was not sat-
isfied with the offer of in-
dustry to provide training to
the target categories. “The
real question is about ab-
sorption after learning dif-
ferent trades. They have to
be given jobs. Even the gov-
ernment provides
training,” she said.

The GoM which compris-
es strong guota votaries like
railway minister Lalu Pra-
sad and steel minister

Ramuvilas Paswan, had at its:

last meeting sought opinion
on the feasibility of making

‘a law from Fali § Nariman,

Justice (retd) K Ramaswamy
and attorney general Milon
Banerji.

Nariman and Banerjee
held that the law for extend-
ing quotas to the private sec-
tor was not possible within
the present constitutional
framework. Justice Rama-
swamy concurred and even
drafted the amendment
which he felt was necessary.
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