Debt killed a lakh

NDA's India shinning campaign backfires with suicide deaths up
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New Delhi, May 19 i8]

IT’S NOW clear why the NDA’s In-
dia Shining campaign backfired.
Figures compiled by the home min-
istry reveals that pushed to the
brink by mounting debts, nearly a
lakh of farmers and their family
members committed suicide be-
tween 1998 and 2003.

The statistics give a glimpse of
the crisis that devastated the rural
economy — and one which per-
haps, continues to do so. How’s this
for a shocker? On an average, al-
most 17,000 members of the farm-
ing community committed suicide
every year during these six years.
The deaths accounted for more
than 12 per cent of all suicides
committed in the country.

The worst year was 2002. That
year, of the 1.10 lakh suicides, the
farming community accounted for
17,971 —more than 16 per cent of
the deaths. To get an idea of the
scale of the tragedy, here’s the na-
tional suicide average. According
to the National Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB), for every lakh of peo-
ple, only 10.4 kill themselves.
Countrywide suicide figures have
only been compiled till 2003. The
2004 figures are expected to be out
shortly.

On Thursday, Union minister of
agriculture Sharad Pawar quoted
these figures in the Rajya Sabha
during a discussion on agrarian
distress. A number of expert com-
mittees had been constituted by
the state governments, including
that of Maharashtra, Kerala, West
Bengal and Madhya Pradesh, to
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look into the issue, Pawar said. “Their
reports have been submitted...One of
the main conclusions (about the rea-
son behind the suicide) was indebted-
ness”, Pawar said.

According to the minister, this is
how farmers falls into the debt trap. A
farmer takes a loan
from a bank (say a co-
operative bank) and
uses it to buy seeds,
pesticide, arrange ir-
rigation and pay for
electricity. The mon-
soon fails and he can’t pay the bank
back.

The bank refuses to loan him more
money to tide over the crisis. The
farmer, desperate by now, has no al-
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Between 1998 and 2003, debt
drove | lakh members of farming
community to suicide. says govt.

FATAL FIGURES*

17-()00 farmers and their kin
killed themselves each year for
six years

90 . .
12% of all suicides in the coun-
try was in the farming com-

munity
2002 worst year. 16 Vo of
suicides among farmess,

*Figuires only till 2003
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High interest rate,
crop failure

Diversion of foans for
family emergencies like
weddings or ilinesses
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ternative but to knock on the door of a
private moneylender, who charges in-
terest rates between 20 per cent and 40
per cent.

The second scenario is when a
farmer takes a “...consumption loan
to use in agriculture, but diverts it for
other uses”, Pawar
said. For example, if
a family member falls
seriously ill or the
farmer needs to
arrange funds for his
daughter’s marriage,
he diverts the loaned money to disas-
trous consequences.

Whatever be the reasons, one thing
is for clear: it’s time to wake up and
save the countryside.
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Job guarantee ¢
report card

ndira Gandhi became Prime Minister in IQgé\but it
was in 1971 that she exploded on the national political
scene — thanks to a single slogan that captured the
¥ mass aspiration of the time. Garibi Hatao (abolish
poverty) fetched the post-split Congress an overpowering
majority in the mid-term general election of 1971 as well as
stunning victories in the State Assembly elections of 1972.
Thirty-five years later, the Congress, unrecognisably
shrunken, has set out to attempt a similar leap of the imag-
ination with the National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act. Can the initiative do for Manmohan Singh and Sonia
Gandhi what Garibi Hatao did for Indira Gandhi? Potential-
ly, the NREGA is a bigger winner. Garibi Hatao worked
because the political will of the Indira regime was evident in
the bold measures she adopted — abolishing privy purses
and princely titles, nationalising banks and the wholesale
trade in foodgrains, and so forth. But soon Garibi Hatao
became a caricature slogan, more sound than substance, as
the reverses suffered by the Congress from the mid-1970s
showed. On the other hand, the NREGA is a progressive
rights-based approach to development conceptualised in
the National Common Minimum Programme of the United
Progressive Alliance: a first-of-its-kind legal entitlement
guaranteeing 100 days of minimum wage employment to
rural households.

The NREGA’s socio-political value is obvious: it has the
sweep and the scope to reach the farthest corners of India
and, if properly implemented, to transform the countryside.
So why has the Congress not seized the opportunity in the
manner of an Indira Gandhi? Why has it not gone on the
offensive? The party leadership was confronted with these
questions at a conference of district-level functionaries con-
vened by the All India Congress Committee to review the
implementation of the NREGA. In their speeches to district
Congress chiefs, the Prime Minister and the Congress presi-
dent stressed the political nature of the NREGA. As Sonia
Gandhi put it: “The issue figured only in the Congress mani-
festo, it is part of the National Common Minimum Pro-
gramme of the United Progressive Alliance, and it has been
enforced by our Central Government.” Manmohan Singh
noted that “the message has to reach every corner that this
right has been conferred by Soniaji, by the Congress party.”
Yet for all the posturing, the NREGA is a long way from
capturing the imagination of the masses. This is, in part,
because the Congress machinery is virtually defunct except
in the party’s traditional strongholds. Crucially, the AICC
review highlighted better implementation of the NREGA by
Opposition-ruled States. Among Congress-ruled States,
Andhra Pradesh posted the best results. Worryingly for the
Congress, the NREGA appeared to be a non-starter in Uttar
Pradesh, due for election in February 2007.Why has the
Congress leadership failed to show the political will to go for
broke on a project it has extolled as Historic’ and
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B Bharat Electronics Lim-
ited (BEL) has similarly
banned 20 firms since the
year 2001. While some firms
have been banned perma-
nently, others like Eloptro, a.
member of the Denel group
of South Africa, have been~
banned in 2005.

Besides these PSUs, other
Government concerns like
the National Highway Au-
thority of India (NHAI) and
Bharat Dynamics Limited

lacklist of
uppliers

(BDL) have also added com-
panies on the MoD’s ban list.

_Onthelist, foreign vendors
like Samtem of South Africa
and Basin Spa of Italy find a
place along with small Indian
private firms manufacturing
pipes, racks and wires.

While the BEL, for in-
stance, has put a Mumbai-
based scrap dealer onits list,
HAL put the National Co-
operative Consumers Fed-
eration.
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‘Scrap Official Secrets Act’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 9

SUGGESTING THE repeal of the arch-
aic Official Secrets Act (OSA), 1923, the
second Administrative Reforms Com-
mission has recommended that safegu-
ards for protecting the security of the
state could be suitably incorporated in
the National Security Act. The 83-year-
old Official Secrets Act was “incongru-
ous with the regime of transparency in
a democratic society”, it stated.

In its first report, submitted to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh by commis-
sion chairman Veerapa Moily, it sug-
gested that the Official Secrets Act,
1923, be repealed and suitable safe-
guards to protect the state’s security be
incorporated into the National Securi-
ty Act (NSA). The report said the Offi-
cial Secrets Act in its current form was
“incongruous” with the regime of
transparency in a democratic society.

Emerging from a 40-minute meeting
with the PM, at which minister of state
for personnel Suresh Pachauri was also
present, Moily said the OSA had a shad-
ow of colonial regime. Some of the pro-
visions of the Act could be incorporat-
edin NSA, hesaid.

The ARC has also recommended sev-
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eral changes in the implementation of
the Right to Information Act (RTI), in-
cluding the appointment of atleast half
the members of the Information Com-
mission (IC) with non-Civil Service
background.

With special focus on several sub-
jects — the RTI Act, Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, crisis management and
public order and conflict management,
Civil Service reforms, local govern-
ments and ethics in governance — the
report has suggested that the IC be en-

* trusted with greater authority and re-

sponsibility for monitoring the imple-
mentation of the RTI Act in all public
authorities.

Calling for clear and unambiguous
guidelines to determine the domain of
the IC beyond government to non-gov-
ernment organisations, the report has
suggested safeguards to discourage
frivolous and vexatious requests so that
the system is not overloaded threaten-
ing the discipline and harmony of the
IC-functioning.
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The repor'kﬁgested revampmg of
the information \commissions, saying
at least half the members of such com-
missions should be drawn from non-
civil service background so that they
represent the rich variety and varied
experience in society.

Among other recommendations, the
ARC constituted in August last year has
suggested complete reorganization of
public records, establishment of inde-
pendent public grievance redressal au-
thorities in states, a roadmap for the
implementation of the RTI Act in legis-
lature and judiciary at all levels apart
from reforms in Civil Service rules and
office procedures.

One per cent of the funds of all flag-
ship programmes of the Centre should
be earmarked for five years for updat-
ing all records and building necessary
infrastructure. Clear and unambiguous
guidelines needed to be evolved to de-
termine which NGOs would come un-
der the purview of the Act, an execu-
tive summary of the report said.

About his report, he said, “Whatever
recommendations we gave are practi-
cable for implementation”. He added
that the Prime Minister was happy and
had assured him that a roadmap would
be worked out for its implementation.



he information and broad-
casting minister, Priyaran-
jan Das Munshi, must be the
only Union minister this
summer who is not junketing abroad
on government expense. That is be-
cause he has gone to oversee World
Cup matches in Stuttgart, Germany
for two weeks on an all-expenses-paid
trip by FIFA, fully sanctioned by the
prime minister. (Oh yes, there’s the

_civil aviation minister, Praful Patel,

too, who has gone to Alaska on a per-
sonal holiday.) But check out the other
peripatetic ministers of the United
Progressive Alliance escaping the
searing heat of the Indo-Gangetic
plain, and the one motif that current-
ly unites them is the desire to cross
the seven seas as soon as possible.

So commerce minister Kamal
Nath has just returned from work in
Paris, agriculture minister Sharad
Pawar is in the United States of Ame-
rica to meet his counterparts, Oscar
Fernandes was last heard attending
an HIV-AIDS conference in New York,
and even Somnath Chatterjee has em-
barked on a trip to the reindeer coun-
try, Finland. (Chatterjee will later
travel to England on a personal tour,
from where he is expected to travel to
watch some matches in Germany.)

Evidently, the prime minister was
so perturbed by the unwritten slogan
of his cabinet — ‘have UPA minister-
ship, will travel — that in collabora-
tion with the ministry of external af-
fairs, a fatwa was issued to all scram-
bling for first-class tickets on Air
India: Only those mantris who ur-
gently needed to travel on work
should go, lest so many official trav-
ellers disturb the work of missions
abroad.

nly the defence minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, seemed to
have received the full support
of the prime minister for his trips to
Japan and China. In Japan, Mukher-
jee was given the red carpet treat-
ment, the Japanese inviting India to
join a much more robust defence of
the Indian Ocean waters, especially
around the Straits of Malacca. For
the Japanese, the protection of oil fri-
gates from west Asia is as crucial to
Japan’s recovery from recession as is
the fact that Chinese ships may be
carrying missile parts and nuclear
components for North Korean/Pak-
istani ports.
But it was in China that Pranab
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While most ministers try to escape the Indian
summer, a few have more important things
on their plate, writes Jyoti Malhotra

Making common cause

Mukherijee closed the chapter of an-
tagonism, at least for form’s sake, that
blew open with the nuclear tests in
1998. Mukherjee was taken on a tour
of the major People’s Liberation Ar-
my sites, amidst stories that certain
Chinese records pertaining to the
1962 war with India had been declassi-
fied. And even though both parties
seem to be making a realistic sense of
their strengths as well as redetermin-
ing that the border problem must be
resolved as quickly as possible, Bei-
jing is also simultaneously aware that
the US seems to be single-mindedly fo-
cussing on building India as a major
power as a counterweight to China.

India’s response to any such query
is a resounding no, worth just as
much as the emphatic denials that pe-
riodically emerge from China when it
is accused of helping

themselves out to be? The answer is
that both establishments know that
although they pay lip friendship to
each other (world’s greatest and most
ancient civilizations, third world po-
wers, Asian neighbours, Panchsheel,
and so on), the truth is that both are
angling for the same space in the in-
ternational balance of power: the
number two slot.

To be fair to India, it has no such
pretensions, not currently anyhow,
what with poverty levels so high, lit-
eracy levels still low and the Indo-US
nuclear deal coming down to the wire.
That is why the nuclear deal is so im-
portant, because it gives New Delhi a
special place in the world of nuclear
realpolitik. Not part of the ‘perma-
nent-five’, who are both security
council permanent members as well

as the only acknowl-

Pakistan or North Ko- edged nuclear powers
rea with both nuclear in the world. But a
and missile technolo- €inJa an, Pranab ytch above the rest
c

gy. Meanwhile, ask Mukherjee was of the world, which
Beijing why it contin- . has voluntarily ceded
ues its worldwide ca- given the red its nuclear weapons.
3%?111%«? I?gga;nsi)telprg;a carpet treatment, Itis th(iis %pecgal plgce

- . . create merica
nent security councilt  While in China, he Chinayabhors, be-
seat, especially if glosed the chapter cause India then be-

both are the fast
friends they make
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of antagonism J

comes too close for
comfort ‘up there’.
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The moment of truth for the nu-
clear deal — and India’s prestige,
worldwide — will come later next
month, at the end of July or the begin-
ning of August, when the US congress
votes on this special, strategic rela-
tionship with India. Domestic opposi-
tion within the US continues to be
high, especially as anumber of strate-
gic analysts like Michael Krepon —
who have, ironically, made their ca-
reer from the analyses of India's nu-
clear programme — continue to spon-
sor free lunches-cum-seminars op-
posed to the deal. Meanwhile, George
W. Bush’s ratings continue their free
fall...Still, with Bush having put his
weight behind the agreement, many
are hoping that it will pass. If it does-
n’t now (that is in July-August), India
can more or less kiss it goodbye.

anmohan Singh, clearly, has

set his heart on giving the

Congress a leg-up world-
wide, especially since internal criti-
cism of his government’s pro-US poli-
cies seems to be growing. In the inter-
im, though, the Congress has decided
that it must balance its pro-US image
with paying lip service to its tradi-
tional constituency, that is the non-
aligned world.

And so, the prime minister will be
travelling to Havana, Cuba for the .
non-aligned summit later this Sep-
tember, after a trip to Brazil to partici- -
pate in the India-Brazil-South Africa
partnership. Interestingly, though, he
is not likely to go on from there to the
general assembly in New York, with
government sources emphasising
that the prime minister “doesn’'t have
that kind of time to stay out of the
country”. There is another explana-
tion: both the Americans and the min-
istry of external affairs have agreed
that it would be too embarrassing for
Bush to be seen shaking the hand of
Manmohan Singh, who had only a
few days before shaken the hand of
the US’s mortal enemy, Fidel Castro.

Then there's that other possibility
of atrilateral summit between Man-
mohan Singh, Pervez Musharraf and
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in Tehran
in August, to finalize the pipelines
from Iran to India, via Pakistan. So
will the summit ever take place? The
answer is, more than likely. With the
Tranians and the Americans getting
into direct talks, New Delhi’s sense of
comfort with Tehran is likely to in-
crease proportionately.
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SATISH NANDGAONKAR

Waifad, Maharashtra, June
29: In the whirl of trucks and
the thunder of roadrollers,
Manoj Chandurkar almost
says it feels like a carnival cel-
ebrating death.

“For 48 months no one
came to mourn the 1,600 farm-
ers who killed themselves, but
in the past 48 hours, it's like a
mela,” the cotton farmer said,
almost hating the national at-
tention on his village Waifad
in Wardha district.

In Andhra, where the
Prime Minister had gone im-
mediately on taking over be-
cause farmers were Killing
themselves, or in Maharash-
tra’s Vidarbha, it’s the same
pattern — first the deaths and
then the camera and lights.

Waifad is only 20 km from
Wardha town, known for Seva
Gram, the ashram Mahatma
Gandhi established and spent
time in from 1934 to 1948 and
which Manmohan Singh will
visit. Land for the ashram was
given by Jamnalal Bajaj, the
grandfather of businessman
Rahul Bajaj, whom the Con-
gress recently declined to sup-
port for the Rajya Sabha.

Populated largely by adiva-
sis, the village woke up to a
flurry of activity on Tuesday
when it was chosen to be one
of the three the Prime Minis-
ter would visit to talk to farm-
ers and understand why they
have been killing themselves.
It’s been going on for five
years,

Today, hundreds of work-
ers toiled to get ready the heli-
pad where Singh's chopper
would land. Roadrollers were
flattening the freshly tarred
2-km stretch from the helipad
to the 51-year-old Central Pri-
mary School, painted peach
for the occasion, where 35 far-
mers from nearby villages wo-
uld gather tolisten to Singh.

“We thought the Prime
Minister would come to meet
all of us. But the authorities
are not a.lowing that. Only 35

would get to go in,” says 42-
year-old Chandurkar, among
the fortunate.

The majority of Waifad’s
farmers carry crop loansthey
are unable to repay because of
asharp mismatch between ris-
ing cultivation costs and low
returns from cotton. Once the
cotton procurement scheme
offered a minimum support
price of Rs 2,700 per quintal,
but the rate is now Rs 1,740.

With farmers unable to
repay loans, the rural credit
mechanism broke down in Vi-
darbha and money-lenders
took over. In 2005, the govern-
ment announced a Rs 1,075-
crore relief package and or-
dered a massive crackdown on
money-lenders and private
credit lines also dried up.

Interest waivers on de-
faulted loans have not helped
farmers like Kisanji Masram,
who borrows Rs 7,000 and re-
pays it each year. His cotton
and tuar crop was washed
away by last monsoon’s rains,
forcing him and his two sons
to work others’ fields.

“Male kahich maafi nahi
(No waivers for me),” says the
65-year-old.

Masram is one of the three
farmers whose homes line the
main road to Waifad’s pri-
mary school and were chosen
by the SPG for the prime min-
isterial visit. Neither Masram
nor wife Laxmi knows who’s
visiting tomorrow. “I don’t
know how the Prime Minister
looks,” she says, adding as an
afterthought, “I will ask him
to give me a new house.”

As soon as she finishes, a
cavalcade of at least 20 cars
stops briefly by the house on
way to the school.

The roads in Waifad are
muddy from the first monsoon
showers. A cover of black
crushed stone lies over the
slushy ground like a black car-
pet on which the Prime Minis-
ter will step as he looks up
Masram. The visit to Gandhi’s
ashram comes first, then the
second ritual, Masram.

A woman wades through a
flooded canal in Vidarbha.
File picture
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Bangalore: After the suc-
cess with green and white
revolutions, India is now
fostering a similar exercise
in the roads sector, what
with the Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh an-
nouncing in Bangalore on
Saturday a government de-
cision to enlarge funding to
the national highway proj-
ect to Rs 2,22,000 crore.

The Prime Minister is in
the IT city to lay the foun-
dation stone for the Ban-
galore-Electronics City el-
evated highway project.

Stating that the UPA
had “speeded up construc-
tion and development of
national highways, the PM
said, “We now have a road
programme, a hational
highway development proj-
ect (NHDP) costing Rs
2,20,000 crore to be imple-
mented in 7-8 years.”

The Bangalore project
is expected to take the pres-
sure off the city’s woeful-
ly inadequate road infra-
structure.

“We are six-laning the
Bangalore-Nelamangala
stretch of NH+4, including

a four-km-long elevated
corridor..four-laning the

High on
M hikes4]

GO AHEAD: PM Manmohan Singh waves after laying the

m

ighways:
und for NH

Ups National Highway Project Corpus To Rs 2,20,000Cr

foundation stone of the ten-lane mixed corridor as Union
minister for shipping, road transport & highways T R Balu
looks on in Bangalore on Saturday

‘Bangalore a
global brand’

Hailing Bangalore as a

1 Lglobal brand, PM
Manmohan Singh said
people across the world
knew more about this city
than they did about India.
“Kannada people have
become the symbol of a new
India, an india on the move,”
he said, adding that,
“Investors from across the
world flock to Bangalore,
because ‘Kannadigas are
gracious, gentle, talented
and forward-looking.” What
Bangalore has done over the
past decade, the rest of the
state should do over the next
decade, he added. AGENCIES

Bangalore-Devanahalli
section of NH-7....Banga-
lore-Kolar section of NH-
4 is being four-laned,” he
said.

Noting that the country
is witnessing a road revo-
lution, similar to the green
and white revolutions of
the past, Singh said the
NHDP, which originally
had two phases, has been
expanded to include seven

phases covering the entire
country. “To NHDP-I and
NHDP-II, we have added
NHDP-III under which
11,000 km of high traffic
density highways con-
necting state capitals and
important centres of
tourism and economic ac-
tivity are being developed.
“The investment on this
phase was Rs 55,000 crore,”
he said.

Besides, the govern-
ment would be six-laning
the entire golden quadri-
lateral project connecting
the four metros. With the
government’s commitment
tobridge the rural-urban di-
vide, Singh said there would
be demand for road con-
nectivity and for rapid
transport system with ur-
ban centres and rural areas,
the PM said. acencies
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Lab tests fmd
traces of cocain

Tests on Rahul indicate a cocktail of drugs

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The muystery sur-
rounding the toxic screen test
done on Rahul Mahajan, son of
the slain Bharatiya Janata Party
leader, Pramod Mahajan, dee-
pened on Sunday. A private pa-
thology  laboratory  here
reported traces of cocaine and a
cocktail of restricted drugs, non-
narcotic sedatives and alcohol in
his urine and blood samples.
This comes a day after author-
ities at the Apollo Hospital
claimed he tested negative for
any narcotic drug.

Rahul Mahajan was brought
to hospital in an unconscious
state early on Friday morning
from his father’s 7 Safdarjung
Road residence. Bibek Moitra,
personal secretary to Pramod
Mahajan, was declared dead on
arrival at the hospital.

As a matter of protocol, the
hospital authorities had sent Ra-
hul Mahajan’s blood and urine
samples to Dr. Lal’s Path Labs
for quantitative analysis on Fri-
day. While the reports shared by
the hospital authorities indicat-
ed “negative toxic screen,” the
tests carried out at Dr. Lal Path
Labsrevealed the presence of 3.9

fcocaing.

k4
urine. Besides, traces of cholin-

esterase, opiates, barbiturates,
benzodiazipine and cannabi-
noids were found. The presence
of alcohol within permissible
limits was also detected in the
blood sample.

Apollo Hospital authorities

.. maintained that they stood by

their test report. They asserted
that what the hospital laborato-
ry carried out was a “qualitative”
test that had proved negative, as
the levels of drugs found in the
body were negligible. “We, how-

R

Sahil Zaroo

ever, have to understand and
read through all test reports to
know what really triggered the
condition in the patient,” said
Medical Director Anupam Sibal
on Sunday.

Sahil “bought the stuff”

In a related development, Sa-
hil Zaroo, who was arrested in
Srinagar on Saturday, was
brought to the capital on Sunday
by air on transit remand. He was
produced ina Delhl court that

lice custody.

According to Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police
Manish Aggarwal, Sahil has ad-
mitted that he had bought the
“stuff” that was consumed at 7
Safdarjung Read on Thursday
night. “We will interrogate him
further,” he said.

The police have rounded up
three Nigerian nationals, includ-
ing one Abdullah who allegedly
sold the “stuff” to Sahii at Vasant
Vihar in South-West Delhi. Ab-
dullah, who lives in Vasanth

)
Kunj, is alleged to have con- !
fessed that he sold the drug to |
Sahil. 1

The detainees will be con- ;
fronted with Sahil to corrobo- “
rate their disclosures.

Mr. Aggarwal said that after a \
section of the media reported |
that Rahul Mahajan’s condition
had improved considerably, a |
police team went to question |
him. But around 11.25 a.m, the |
hospital authorities issued a Jet- |
ter stating that he was still med- |
ically unfit to make a statement. \
The police are expected to ques- |
tion him on Monday.

Rahul’s condition better

A medical bulletin issued by
the hospital said Rahul Mahajan
had made further progress in his |
overall clinical condition and
was on non-invasive ventilator |
intermittently. “All his vital pa- {
rameters are stable, He contin- ‘
ues to be wunder close |
observation in the Intensive |
Care Unit. He is tolerating oral |
diet and fluids,” said Dr. Sibal. |

Earlier, the police reiterated |
that the post-mortem examin-
ation report on Moitra did not .
give any conclusive cause for his
death and they were awaiting

\
|
i

iyFipen othewiseera report, MGIW&V‘

was flown to Mumbai on Sat-
urday and cremated at Navi
Mumbai on Sunday. The police
have not yet decided what action
to take against the three young
men, Rahul, Karan and Tishay,
who visited Mr. Mahajan’s resi-
dence on the fateful night. The
police have added two new Sec-
tions, 21 and 29, of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act in the First Informa-
tion Report. These sections
relate to facilitating and abetting
crime.



m Questioned In ICU With Video Cameras, Mahajan Claims Visitors Were Invitees of Moitra

Rahul held, tries to blame it on the dead

Our Political Bureau :

NEW DELH! ‘Q}\';

LHI Police on Monday at}est-
ed Rahul Mahajan, son of late
BJP leader Pramod Mahajan,
under the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

The arrest, made on charges of sale
and purchase and consumption of
drugs, came soon after Rahul’s de-
tailed interrogation by the police at
Apollo Hospital on the events leading
to his indisposition and death of Vivek
Moitra, late Pramod Mahajan’s per-
sonal secretary. The police are check-
ing with the hospital authorities on
how early Rahul can be discharged.

Justifying Rahul’s arrest, the police
claimed that they had “credible evi-
dence” to prove that he had indeed
consumed drugs
on Thursday night
along with Moitra
who died due to a
overdose. The nar-
cotics were al-
legedly brought in
by the four youths
who visited the
Mahajan  house-
hold on Thursday
night. While
Moitra, who him-
self had asked the
men to get the
drugs, died, Rahul
fell seriouslyilland
had to be revived
by doctors at the
Apollo Hospital.

After the au-
thorities at Apollo
Hospital declared
Rahul as “fit” for
questioning, a po-
lice team led by Mandir Marg SHO
Ram Kishen arrived at the ICU of the
hospital armed with video cameras to.
record his staternent. As the question-
ing proceeded, ACP Suman Nalwa
and Tughlag Road SHO Madanjit
Singh too joined in.

According to police sources, Rahul
denied having snorted heroin, as al-
leged by the four men who visited the
Mabhajan house on the night of the in-
cdent, and daimed that the visitors
that night were invitees of Moitra and
he had nothing to do with them.

Sources in the police said that during
the interrogation, Rahul attempted to
pin the blame on Moitra.

The police also summoned the doc-
tors of Apollo Hospital to Tughlaq
Road and questioned them about var-
ious aspects of the case including delay
in informing the police about admis-
sion of Rahwu! in the hospital and his
medical reports.

A close aide of late Pramod Maha-
jan, Harish Sharma, was interrogated
again on Monday as the police set out
to establish the sequence of events on
the fateful night of June 1. The police
will also interrogate another of Late
Mahajan’s aide Sudhanshu Mittal.
Mittal, it be recalled, was in news re-
cently for benefiting from the allot-
ment of Reliance Infocomm shares.

Police also confronted Sahil with
three other per-
sons Karan,
Tishay and Rahul
Malhotra — who
were also present
during the small
gathering, to ascer-
tain what actually

the party.
Interestingly,

Sahil Zaroo’s

lawyer  Majeed

Memon on Mon-
day said the state-
ment reportedly
made by the 21-
year-old  Kash-
miri youth that
he had procured
drugs for Vivek
Moitra and
Pramod Maha-
jan’s son “does
not hold good”.
Memon also claimed that Sahil
went to the 7, Safdarjung, residence of
Rahul on Thursday night to meet
Moitra to get dn air ticket to Srinagar
released fromthe VIP quota as the two
had known each other earlier.
“Moitra Mad called Sahil to Rahul’s
residence on Thursday night where he
consumed some liquid or powder after
which he fell sick. The story that Sahil
gave drugs to Moitra is mere specula-
tion,” he said. Sahil on Sunday admitted

duringhisinterrogationthathehad pro-

cured the drugs for Rahul and Vivek.

Nor So Hic: The Three Nigerian drug dealers who supplied pure cocaine to Sahil Zaroo arrested in New Delhi on Monday — PTl
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transpired during !

Apollo under police scanner

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI

NOTWITHETANDING its U-turn on the presence of
drugs in Rahul Mahajan’s blood and urine samples, the
Apollo Hospital has come under the police scanner for put-
ting out conflicting versions on the issue.The doctors treat-
ing Rahul, have been served a notice by the Delhi police on
the discrepancies in its version on whether or not
drugs were used by their high-profile patient.

They will also be questioned on the hospital’s
“haste” in going to the press about the negative
results of the toxicity screening done on Rahul.

Senior doctors at Apollo have also been asked
to furnish ali documents regarding prescriptions
and medicines administered to Rahul.

Even as the hospital declared Rahul fit on Mon-
day it is to be questioned by the police. There has
been a sense of suspicion among investigators on
the initial delay on the hospital’s part in either declaring
Rahul fit or shifting him out of the ICU even when he was
capable talking and taking diet and fluids oralty.

The anxiety on part of Apollo Hospital to announce that
Rahul had tested “negative” for 14 drugs including cocaine,
heroin and ecstasy had the Delhi police wondering about

In The Dock: Sibal

the alleged drug-overdose theory. The suspicion on the
hospital’s motive behind this “clean-chit” only increased as
a similar toxicity screen by an independent agency con-
firmed the presence of multiple toxic substances, inciuding
drugs, and alcohol in Rahul’s blood and urine.

The results of the tests done by Dr Lal’s Path Labs, anin- :
dependent agency, showed the presence of traces of co-
caine (3.9 units), cholinesterase, barbiturates, benzodi-
azipine and cannabinoids in his blood.

The presence of alcohol in Rahul’s blood was
tested at 18.4 (within permissible limits) as against
100, considered tobe the legally intoxicated level.

According to forensic experts, there is no rea-
son for the presence of cocaine and other such
toxicsubstances in a normal person unless he has
consumed them.

Soon after the independent toxic screen results
were out, Apollo Hospital went into damage-con-
trol and was eager to explain that the “cocktail of
drugs” found in Dr Lal’s tests did not show in Apollo’s tests
as they were under permissible limits.Dr Karan Thakur,
spokesperson for Apollo Hospital, said that it was “normal”
to have that much cocaine in the system. “We stand by our
reports. The qualitative analysis does not detect drugs un-
less they’re present in high quantity,” he claimed.
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S0, cocaine

it was

NEW DELHI, June 4: In a
volte-face, Delhi’s Apollo
Hospital today disclosed
that traces of cocaine and a
cocktail of drugs have been
found in the urine sample
of Rahul Mabhajan,
although its doctors had
categorically said yester-

day that he had tested neg-
ative for drugs.
Hospital Medical

Director Dr Anupam Sibal
stood by his yesterday’s
statement that the late BJP
leader Pramod Mahajan’s
son had tested negative for
drugs, but at the same
time, in a hair-splitting
exercise, revealed that
urine sample tested at a
well known private lab
found traces of a cocktail of
drugs, including cocaine.
He explained the contra-
diction by stating that the
hospital did not conduct
quantitative tests and only
performed tests for the
qualitative presence of
drugs. But the test reports
by Dr Lal’'s Pathological
Lab, which conducted the
quantitative tests on the
urine sample, showed the
presence of traces of drugs.
“It could be said that
cocaine was present even
though in a very minute
level. It is very much nor-
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Such mistakes happen in
young age: Vajpayee

MANALI, Iune 4: “Such mistakes happen
in young age”
Vajpayee’s comment on the alleged drug
abuse by Rahul Mahajan.

“There are chances of making such
mistakes when you fall in bad company
and that is what happened to Rahul,” Mr
Vajpayee told reporters after a party
meeting here. Asked whether the

- was Mr Atal Behari

eplsode had tarmshed the image of the BJP which was
planning to give some responsibility to Rahul, he replied
in the negative.
“We will try to find the truth first,” he said when asked
whether the party would take any action against Rahul.
Regarding who would be BJP’s next **Laxman**, the title
given to Pramod Mahajan by him, Mr Vajpayee quipped:

“Only one Laxman is born.” B PTI

mal,” he said.

The hospital authorities
also distributed copies of
the Lab’s report which
showed the presence of
drugs, including cocaine
metaboloids and cannabi-
noids. A test was also con-
ducted on the blood sam-
ple of Rahul at Lal’s patho-
logical lab which showed
traces of alcohol.

Delhi Police today said
Sahil Zaroo, the Kashmiri
youth arrested in connec-
tion with Thursday’s late
night party at Pramod
Mahajan’s house here, had
got the drug for Rahul and
Bibek Moitra. A combina-

tion of drugs and alcohol
apparently caused Moitra’s
death.

Additional DCP Mr
Manish Aggarwal said the
interrogation of Sahil was
at a very “preliminary”
stage. “He was very much
there and he had got the
drugs for them. That is
what he has disclosed,” Mr
Aggarwal said. However, he
said, police could not take
Rahul’s statement as he
was declared “unfit” by the
Apollo Hospital.

Sahil was interrogated by
police for four hours today.
A court remanded him in
police custody till 12 June.
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Apollo, docs

New Delhi: The Patiala House court on Thursday
directed the police to register a case against the doc-
tors and management of Apollo Hospital for giving
false information to public servants in the Rahul Ma-
hajan drug abuse case.

ni Lau also allowed the investigating officer to seize
relevant records of the hospital, such as the casual-
ty register and medico-legal certificate register, if re-
quired, for the probe. The court has ordered the sta-
tion house officer of the Sarita Vihar police station
to register an FIR under section 182 of IPC and in-
vestigate the allegation involved.

Meanwhile, the court sent Rahul Mahajan, ar-
rested on charges of drug abuse, to judicial custody
until June 22, Metropolitan magistrate A K Chaturve-
di remanded Rahul to 14-day judicial custody after
he was produced in the court following the comple-
tion of his two-day police remand. The judge also di-
rected the police to have a medical check up of Rahul
done after he collapsed when being brought to the
court. The court will take up for hearing a bail ap-
plication filed by Rahul’s lawyers on Friday.

Speaking to reporters after undergoing a routine

Additional chief metropolitan magistrate Kami-

may be booked

@ Rahul Claims To Be IIf; Faints Outside Court i\

A policeman holds on to Rahul Mahajan after he
fainted outside the court on Thursday

check-up at RML Hospital, Rahul said, “I am inno-
cent. I am very ill.” Dressed in white shirt and blue :
denims and sporting a stubble, a haggard-looking
Rahul was later taken back to the police station. ;

Meanwhile, BJP leaders Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
and Kalraj Mishra visited Rahul at the police station
and spent about five minutes with him. acencies
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Vidharbha:

P. Sainath

DHARBHA’S INFAMOUS ‘Register

of Deaths’ closed on May 31 at 540

farmers suicides. Only to allow for the

opening of a new register for the fresh

agricultural season starting June 1. The latest

list already has a dozen entries in it. As the

agrarian crisis deepens, there is a real fear that
the new book will match the old.

The 540 suicides listed in the closed register
occurred between June 2005 and this May. Of
these, over four-fifths took place after November
1 last year. As many as 325 farmers have killed
themselves since January. And May was terrible,
with nearly 80 farmers taking their own lives
during that month. Ten of them doing so on a
single day. Some weeks, there have been suicides
every eight hours.

The register is the painstaking effort of the
Vidharbha Jan Andolan Samiti. It has forced the
authorities to tighten up their own count. And
has also inspired others, including newspapers,
to keep their own lists to make sense of what is
going on.

Why were the suicides worst this May? Be-
cause that’s when highly indebted people found
themselves unable to raise the credit to buy
inputs on the eve of the new season. March, too,
was bad, when many either failed to sell their
cotton, or were forced to do so at distress rates.
The steady rise in the numbers has been on since
November, though. That’s when it became clear
that the ‘advance bonus’ of Rs.500 a quintal —
cancelled by the Maharashtra Government —
would not be restored. The loss borne by farmers
because of that alone could be over Rs.1,000
crore.

Meanwhile, the fields of Vidharbha have been
prepared for cultivation. But there’s no money
for inputs. Despite much talk of greater credit,
crop loans elude many farmers. Whatever the
promises, the banks find ways of subverting
them. And those at the top turn ablind eye to the
process. The banks claim their effort was to cut

CARTOONSCAPE

slowing down the suicides

There are several immediate steps both the
Centre and the Maharashtra Government could
take to ease the situation in Vidharbha. These
would not solve the long-term crisis, but would

surely slow down the farm suicides that
continue to rise. There were almost 80
in May. And 540 since last June.

out ‘defaulters.” But after seven desperate years,
everyone here is a defaulter. The default
amounts are mostly below Rs.25,000 (because
bank credit was anyway less). But do what they
will — people cannot pay. Where’s the money?

Bank pressures mean khande palat is spread-
ing even amongst once better-off farmers. Takea
farmer seeking a crop loan of Rs.65,000 for sev-
en acres, who has a pending bank loan of
Rs.50,000. He clears this by taking a private loan
of Rs.50,000 for a single day. He gets the
Rs.65,000, but has to pay the lender Rs.52,500.
That is, interest of Rs.2,500 for a single day.
Which means he is left with Rs.12,500 for seven
acres. He also has new debt of Rs.65,000. This is
khande palat (or switching the burden from one
shoulder to another). You can find many such
cases in every village.

So things are quite explosive at the start of the
season. Yet, there are several steps the Govern-
ment can take, if it wants to. Quick measures
that would at least slow down the deaths. Allow-
ing for more solid, medium, and long-term solu-
tions to follow.

To start with, the State could restore the ‘ad-
vance bonus’ of Rs.500 a quintal. On 210 lakh
quintals (taking the previous year’s output as the
base), the cutting of the bonus implies a loss of
Rs.1,050 crore to farmers — every year. That’s
why the suicides shot up after its withdrawal.

o
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Alongside this, the State could ensure -\ rath-
er than just speak of — fresh crop loans for every
farmer this new season. The kind of emergency
Vidharbha is in, the loans should carry minimal
interest. For non-irrigated farmers, they should
be interest free (China, as Dr. M.S. Swaminathan
has pointed out, has a zero per cent interest rate
for farmers.) Without the crop loans, the Ando-
lan Samiti’'s new register will outdo its
predecessor.

The crop loans must be based on the new costs
of production per acre and not on outdated pric-
es. Getting this and the “defaulter” issue wrong
will push many lakhs of people deeper into the
grip of moneylenders.

It’s heresy of cgurse, in this era, to suggest
writing off farmers’ loans of up to Rs.25,000.
(Most of these were smaller sums that have
bloated with interest.) You could modulate the
measure according to the acreage held by the
farmer. And one can endlessly debate the wis-
dom of such a step. The truth though is simple.
Whether you write them off or not, people can-
not pay.

There’s another vital zone where the State has
no excuse. It must procure and provide cheap
inputs to prevent fleecing of the farmer. Since
the will be starting their season late, input costs

soon reach scarcity rates. The State must —
and can — provide decent quality seed free. And

PELIEVE ME — FILLING THE TAX RETURN

: FORM HAS NEVER BEEN SIMPLER— EA(‘.H
FORM HAS A CONCEALED

MINIATURE CAMERA..,
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some other inputs at nominal rates. In any case,
it must monitor and regulate the costs of agricul-
tural inputs. The prices extracted from farmers
for these have been a quick route to debt. The
input dealers are the new, powerful sahucars of
the countryside.

Time does not favour the farmer. The State
needs to press the entire agriculture and exten-
sion machinery*into the process at once. And
they have to work to a clear mandate. They must
distribute free or very cheap inputs — but not Bt
seed, which would prove disastrous.

To propagate Bt in this unirrigated region, as
this State has done, is to court chaos. Many
farmers have gone broke putting borrowed mon-
ey in Bt. Countless others even now take that
risk in despair. In Maharashtra, Ministers and
film stars promote Bt. There are MLAs, too, with
close links to input dealers. This includes some
opposition figures. This is a mess Maharashtra
needs to get out of.

Incentives for food crops

It also makes sound sense to give incentives to
those who grow food crops. Jowar once held 30
per cent of acreage in the region. Today, that’s 5
per cent. This has not only meant loss of a vital
food crop, but also a severe scarcity of fodder. An
incentive of Rs.1,000 per acre for jowar culti-
vation would have many benefits. It would give
poor farmers sustenance. It would revive a cru-
cial crop of this region. And it would allow real
space for animal husbandry with fodder making
acomeback.

The State could also ask the Centre to impose
a 60 per cent duty on cotton imports. (Equal to
that on sugar, Maharashtra’s other major crop.)
This is needed as western subsidies on cotton
have gone over the top. The United States last
year gave its 20,000 growers a subsidy of $4
billion. The damage that has done to world cot-
ton prices allows for extra cheap imports that
crush cotton growers here.

There’s a big need to strengthen the rural
employment guarantee programme. There is a
huge demand for it where people learn of it.
Landless labourers, hit by the fall in farming, are
in the worst of shape. You can also see landed
farmers with six acres in the queues for work. So
great is the pressure. Imagine the plight of the
landless.

The Government should move fast to curb
medical expenses and health debt. This is a rap-
idly growing component of family debt here.
Lots of farmers have mortgaged acres of land to
pay their costly private hospital bills. It would
make a difference if the State were to set up more
public medical centres and bring in more doc-
tors for these. Also, private hospitals must be
made to lower their charges.

Education is one of the badly hit sectors here.
It is within the State’s power to declare a fees
waiver for the children of farm families unable to
pay school fees and thus dropping out. Rural
children should also not be required to pay for
bus tickets when journeying to school.

At higher levels, many children who have got
into professional institutions are now unable to
now meet the costs. Their parents are bankrupt.
Here too, the State could step in to help ease the
burden.

Both Centre and State cou]d get their act to—
gether and set up a Price Stabilisation Fund. And
link the minimum support price to the wholesale
price index. ‘The National Commission for
Farmers has already asked for this. Price vola-
tility has been one of the things that has hit
farmers hardest. Getting shock absorbers in
place to ensure them a decent price would make
things a lot better.

These measures do not add up to a solution to
the agrarian crisis. That requires a far more
radical approach. And needs us to junk present
economic theology. However, many of these are
short-term steps that can be taken at once. They
would impact on several current aspects of the
crisis. Failure to act now could add many hun-
dreds of more entries to the new register of
deaths.
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Chandrayaan-l, India’s first unmanne
mission to the moon, will carry two US
payloads. An Mol was signed by lsre
chief G. Madhavan Nair and Nasa's

Michae! Griffin on Tuesday

= Chandrayaan-1 will map the entire lunar sur-
face. Will search for minerals and water and

take high-resolution images of the
permanently shadowed polar regions

= Will be launched in early 2008 by a polar satel-
lite launch vehicle from the Satish Dhawan

spaceport at Sriharikota

= Will carry two US scientific devices: a miniature
radar to map ice deposits in the polar regions,
and a mineraiogy mapper that will assess min-

eral resources

= There will also be four payloads from Europe ]
besides five Indian instruments, including a ter- |
rain-mapping camera and a high-energy X-ray

spectrometer

® The mission is expected to have an
operational life of about 2 years

“ | am sorry about the past.
But | would certainly take

forth a good word about
Indian space capabilities

Nasa administrator Michael Griffin on o
US sanctions on India , , y

Chandra

-7

" SHOOTING FOR THE MGOR

The spacecraft for Chandrayaan-! wiii be a 1.5 cuboid
weighing 525 kg in its final lunar orbit,

e

The lunar craft will be first faunched to the

geosynchronous transfer orbit (GTO). Two
in-plane manoeuvres will propel it closer to the
(LTT). When the spacecraft is in a 1.000-km orb
moon, solar panels wilt b I
height will be reduced to 200 km. Finally it will be placed
in a 100-km polar orbit
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But no berth for India on US shuttle

B.R. Srikanth
Bangalore, May 9

INDO-US TIES are under a lunar
spell. First, a deal is signed be-
tween Nasa and Isro to carry two
US payloads on Chandrayaan-1,
India’s first unmanned moon mis-
sion. Second, an apology from
Nasa for the US’ tech sanctions.
Nasa administrator Michael
Griffin signed an MoU with Isro
chairman G. Madhavan Nair in
Bangalore on Tuesday. Two US in-
struments — a mini-synthetic
aperture radar and moon mineral-
ogy mapper — will be on board.
After the deal, Griffin, the first
Nasa chief to visit India in three
decades, regretted the technologi-
cal sanctions on Isro centres. “I am
sorry about the past,” he said. “But

I would take forth a good word
about Indian space capabilities.”
During his two-day visit, Griffin
will visit VSSC in Thiruvanantha-
puram and the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre at Sriharikota — two
space facilities which, ironically,
still figure on the US’ technology
embargo list. Griffin and Nair said
they were willing to share hi-tech

“knowledge.

But there was a damper. Nasa
cannot train an Indian astronaut
for a flight onboard the US space
shuttle. “There’s no seat... (for) the
next four years,” Griffin said.

The US administration had of-
fered in recent years to train an In-
dian astronaut for a flight onboard
the space shuttle as part of en-
hanced cooperation between the
two nations. Such a training pro-

» ‘)‘ : ‘U‘U ¢

REUTERS
Isro and Nasa chiefs Madhavan Nair
and Michael Griffin (right).

gramme also figured in the joint’

statement released by Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and Presi-
dent George W. Bush during

3 ﬁ(
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Singh’s US visit last year.

But Griffin on Tuesday threw a
wet blanket on all such hopes. “We
could not train an Indian astro-
naut at the Johnson Space Centre
although 'we would have been hap-
py to do that. As we are restricting
space shuttle flights to only those
missions necessary for completing
the International Space Station
and one mission for the Hubble
space telescope, there aren't any
seats left for an Indian-trained as-
tronaut on board the shuttle over
the next four years,” Griffin said.

“In view of the existing agree-
ments we have with the other
member countries for the ISS and
other constraints, we could not
promise a flight for the Indian-
trained astronaut though we will
be happy to train one,” he said.



INDIAN MOON MISSION TO CARRY AMERICAN RA\i)AR A

Partners in outer space * ©

anctions: Nasa chief

Pruess Trust of India ’

BANGALORE, May 9:
India's first mission to the
moon Chandrayaan-1 will
carry two US-made instru-
ments that will look for
mineral resources and ice
deposits on the lunar sur-
face, giving a boost to joint
efforts by the two countries
to harness space for devel-
opment.

The main objective of
India’s unmanned mission,
slated for early 2008, is to
investigate the distribution
of minerals and chemical
elements and to carry out
three-dimensional map-
ping of the lunar surface.

Sorry for s

BANGALORE, May 9: The Nasa chief today said he “was
sorry about” American sanctions on some Indian space
units. Asked at a Press conference here if he would use his
“good offices” to see that sanctions which continued to be
imposed on some Indian space units were lifted, he said:
“I am sorry about the past. But I would certainly take forth
a good word about Indian space capabilities” and Indian
technical capability. Ironically, Mr Griffin will travel to the
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in Thiruvananthapuram
and the Sriharikota launch centre of Isro, which continue
to be on the US entity list, during his two-day visit to Isro

facilities. ® PTI

An agreement for includ-
ing the American devices
in the mission was inked
today by the Indian Space
Research  Organisation
(Isro) chairman, Mr G

Madhavan Nair, and the
visiting. US  National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (Nasa)
chief, Dr Michael Griffin, at
the Satellite Centre here.
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The ‘instruments are a
Mini Sghthetic Apertuce
Radar (Mini SAR} devel-
oped by the Applied
Physics Laboratory at John
Hopkins University and
funded by the Nasa, and
the Moon Mineralogy
Mapper. jointly built by
Brown University and
Nasa’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. “It is my hope
and belief that as we
extend the reach of human
civilisation throughout the
solar system, the USA and
India will be partners on
many more technically
challenging and scientifi-
cally rewarding projects,”
Dr Griffin said.
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Hidden Hunger, «

Unicef reports India has highest L A
number of malnourished children q

Unicef report says India has the highest number of mal-
nourished children in the world: One in three of the world’s :
'malnourished children is Indian. Of the world’s 146 million |
malnourished children, 57 million are in India; they are 47 per |
cent of under-fives in the country. The corresponding figure :
gfor China is only 8 per cent but in Ethijopia (47 per cent) and
Bangladesh (48 per cent) the scale of the problem is the same
as India’s. Malnutrition occurs when there is insufficient nu-
trition intake — so necessary to maintain optimum bodily func- :
tions. The poor are the worst hit, though it does surface, toa
smaller extent, in developed countries too. The reason: inade-
quate diet on the one hand and inappropriate food intake on
the other. Besides poverty, absence of balanced diet is due to
a dysfunctional public distribution system that, if run effi-
ciently, could reach subsidised or even free nutritious food to
the hungry There are other factors, too, that engender
malnutrition, that have deep social reasons.

Gender inequality makes women feed better and more to
the male child at the cost of the girl child. In middle-income
groups, substituting breast milk with bottle feed deprives the |
infant of natural nutrients and immunity found in mother’s :
milk, and formula feeds are often over-diluted either due to ig-
norance or as a money-saving measure. Poor hygiene is an- :
other factor. Also, since not all children are immunised against |
childhood diseases, they are vulnerable to weight loss and :
weakness. [lliteracy and ignorance are other major reasons :
why mothers — often very young and undernourished them-
selves — fail to take good care of infants. The ICMR’s Nation- :
al Institute of Nutrition, Hyderabad, did a study that found 50
per cent of school-going children suffering from multiple mi- !
cronutrient deficiency despite eating a ‘balanced’ diet that was :
high on quantity but low on protein, calories, vitamins and
minerals, often falling far below the recommended daily al- :
lowance. They appear to be ‘healthy’ when in fact they’re not.
Merely talking about achieving millennium goals is not enough;
efforts to improve nutrition intake should be stepped up via
education, public awareness, good sanitation and an efficient
public distribution system.
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Mittal offés to

REUTERS ~r> x
Paris/Rotterdam, May 9

MITTAL STEEL proposed swe-
etening its 20 billion euros
($25.53 billion) offer for rival
Arcelor on Tuesday, provided
Arcelor’s board ends its resist-
ance to a takeover and recom-
mends a revised deal.

The move heightened specu-
lation that Mittal may be get-
ting restless after unveiling an
unsolicited cash and share of-
fer for the Luxembourg-based
firm in January. The offer was
rejected as too low and lacking
a clear industrial strategy.

As well as showing willingn-
ess to up its bid, Mittal Steel sa-
id it was ready to offer “signifi-
cant corporate governance ch-
anges” including the introduc-
tion of one class of shares and
give Arcelor the right to name
six out of 12 Mittal directors.

“We said that in the context
of a recommended transac-
tion, Mittal Steel would be pre-
pared to revise the value of its
offer;” chairman Lakshmi Mit-
tal told a news conference.

The Indian-born billionaire
said any changes in Mittal’s of-
fer would be “marginal” but
Arcelor’s shares climbed to a
fresh high on expectations of
an improved offer.

~

hike Apgelor id

Lakshmi Mittal
Testing waters

Mittal has so far offered four
new shares and 35.25 euro in
cash for five Arcelor shares
with alimit to the cash portion
at 25 per cent of the total value.

One Arcelor board member
said the board was likely to re-
ject the idea of talks with Mit-
tal if its suitor fails to provide
new information on its offer.

“We hope that this is not an-
other pretext not to engage in
discussions with us or to put
another roadblock in the way
of this combination,” Mittal
said. The Mittal-Arcelor feud
has become one of Europe’s
hottest and most politically
fraught corporate battles in
years. A deal would combine
the world’s largest and second-
largest steel firms.
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India not t eased
out of plpehne

‘pr()]e,;ct

New Delhi: Iran on Tuvssday
said India was very much part
of the Iran-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline project and the three
: countries might decide to
i build a parallel pipeline as the
i demand grows.

i Iranian deputy oil minis-
ter Hadi Nejad Hosseinian,
who is here to meet petrole-
um minister Murli Deora, told
reporters that Teheran had
set a July deadline to sign the
deal for the over $7 billion
pipeline project,
failing which it
would pursue bilat-
eral exports to Pak-
istan. He said the
pipeline would have
a capacity of 110
i million standard cu-
i bic meter (MM-
SCMD) per day of
which 30-35 MM-
i SCMD would be
used to meet the de-
mand in the eastern
i part of Iran. Pak-
istan has indicated
a requirement of 30-60 MM-
SCMD, while India needs 90
i MMSCMD from the pipeline.
“The demand will ramp up
: over five years and initially
i the capacities can be divided
on a pro-rata basis,” he said,
adding that to meet further
demand, a parallel pipeline
could be laid.

Earlier in the day, Deora
asserted that India was seri-
i ous about the Iran-Pakistan-
i India gas pipeline and the US
i could not pressurise New Del-
i hi into walking out of the
i project. “Idon’t think Amer-
i ica is pressurising us on the
i issue. IthiK Arfierica cannot
: pressurise us. We are very se-
: rious on this issue and it’s not
i me but the Prime Minister

M s b

(1-/”/“
whd'made the s ent that
the pipeline is for peace and
progress of the region,” he
said.

Meanwhile, India’s largest
ever overseas deal—worth
over $22 billion—for the im-
port of LNGfromIranisina
limbo with Teheran indicat-
ing that it will not honour the
contract signed in June 2005
unless New Delhi paid a high-
er price. Iran’s supreme eco-
nomic council feels the pre-

Hosseinian with Deora on Tuesday

vious regime “undersold”
when it agreed to supply five
million tonnes per annum of
LNG for 25 years beginning
2009-10 for a cap price of $3.25
per million British thermal
unit (MBTU). “As far as we are
concerned, the deal is not im-
plementable unless the
supreme council ratifies it.
The council has not done it
till now because it wants cer-

tain changes,” Hosseinian
said.
Although he did net spec-

ify the changes sought, Deo-
rasaid, “The main difference
was on price. Let’s face it.” He

i ‘Vk“}“\

maintained that although the mmm

Centre would continue the ne-
gotiations, it would not revisit
the price. acencies
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Agriculture cannot wait

M.S. Swaminathan

N AN article published in the December 31,

2005, issue of The Hindu, I had summar-

ised the main features of the Year of Agri-

cultural Renewal programme
recommended by the National Commission on
Farmers (NCF) in its 3rd Report presented to
Sharad Pawar, Union Minister for Agriculture
and Food. The 4th Report of NCF submitted in
April 2006 contains the draft of a National Policy
for Farmers, titled “Jai Kisan,” for widespread
discussion.

For the purpose of this policy, the term “farm-
er” includes landless agricultural labourers,
sharecroppers, tenants, small, marginal and sub-
marginal cultivators, farmers with larger hold-
ings, fisher men and women, dairy, sheep, poul-
try and other farmers involved in animal
husbandry, pastoralists, as well as those rural
and tribal families engaged in a wide variety of
farming related occupations such as sericulture,
vermiculture, production of biofertilizers and
biopesticides, and agro-processing. The term al-
so includes tribal families sometimes engaged in
shifting cultivation, and in the collection and use
of non-timber forest products. In all cases, both
men and women will receive equal attention.

The Year of Agricultural Renewal, better re-
ferred to as the Year of the Farmer, is due to
begin on June 1, 2006, with the onset of the
South West Monsoon. Soon after Independence
in 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru remarked: “every-
thing else can wait, but not agriculture.” He said
this in the context of the Bengal Famine of 1942-
43 and the acute food scarcity prevailing in the
country in 1947. In fact, I recall that at the wed-
ding of my elder brother in September 1947,
there was a strict rule that not more than 30
guests could be provided with food. Our pop-
ulation was then 350 million. Today, our pop-
ulation is over 11 billion and thousands of
persons are fed in the weddings of the rich, since
where there is money, there is.food. However, a
recent report by UNICEF says India has the
largest number of malnourished children in the
world, nearly 57 million out of a total world
figure of 146 million, an index of widespread
poverty and deprivation.

Farmers’ indebtedness is rising and farmiand
even in Punjab, the heartland of the green revo-
lution, is being referred to by the electronic
media as “killing fields.” Yet, the economy is
estimated to have grown at 8.1 per cent during
2005-06, on top of the 7.5 per cent growth re-
corded in the previous year. The services sector
continued to be the major driver of economic
activity, accounting for almost three-fourths of
overall GDP growth. Indian companies raised an
unprecedented $40 billion in equity and debt.

CARTOONSCAPE

The Indian tragedy of extensive poverty and
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deprivation persisting under conditions of
impressive progress in the industrial and
services sectors will continue so long as we
refuse to place faces before figures.

Merchandise exports rose by 25 per cent cross-
ing the $100 billion level. Unfortunately, more
than 50 per cent of our population living in rural
areas have no option except to remain silent
onlookers of this new-found urban prosperity,
conveyed night and day on television channels.
This is the Indian enigma.

Having declared failure in achieving most of
the Tenth Plan goals in agriculture, the Union
Planning Commission is now busy preparing the
Eleventh Plan. The NCF in its 4th report has
pointed out that a business as usual approach in
agriculture, ignoring Jawaharlal Nehru’s “agri-
culture cannot wait” exhortation, would have at
least the following three major consequences:

e Spread of agrarian distress and rural discon-
tent, and spread of the Naxalite movement;

e Returning to a “ship to mouth” era, and the
consequent erosion of national sovereignty in
foreign policy;

o Jobless or even job-loss growth resulting in
the expansion of urban slums,

What then should we do to end this sad chap-
ter in our agricultural history and fulfil the “Jai
Kisan” commitment made by Lal Bahadur Sas-
tri? The steps to be taken are simple, doable, and
affordable. They, however, need a change in
mindset from regarding farmers as “benefici-
aries” of small government programmes to treat-
ing them as partners in development and
custodians of food security. Integrated action on
the following five points will help to get our
agriculture back on the rails. hd
7
Five-point plan

First, undertake soil health enhancement
through integrated measures in improving orga-
nic matter and macro- and micro-nutrient con-
tent, as well as the physics and the microbiology
of the soil. Gujarat has already issued soil health
cards to farm families and other States can do
likewise.

Secondly, promote water harvesting, conser-
vation, and efficient and equitable use by empo-
wering gram sabhas to function as “pani
panchaYats.” Such “pani panchayats” should fos-
ter the establishment of community managed
water banks and the recharge of the aquifer. A

sustainable water security system should be put
in place, particularly in rainfed areas lacking
assured irrigation facility. This will be facilitated
by mandatory water harvesting and greater at-
tention to dryland farming.

Thirdly, initiate immediately credit reforms
coupled with credit and insurance literacy. The
Finance Minister has announced a reduction in
the interest on short-term loans to 7 per cent;
this should be regarded as the first step in a series
of measures including the revitalisation of the
cooperative credit system. The farm families’
agricultural, health, and domestic credit needs
should be attended to in a holistic manner. Also
in chronically drought-prone areas, the repay-
ment cycle should be extended to four to five
years. Credit delivery systems should be made
gender sensitive — only a small proportion of
women cultivators have been issued kisan credit
cards. Adequacy and timelines of credit availabil-
ity are vital for institutional credit to be mea-
ningful to small farmers.

Fourthly, bridge the growing gap between sci- -

entific know-how and field level do-how both in
production and post-harvest phases of farming.
This could be done through a slew of measures
including the training of one woman and one
man of every panchayat as farm science manag-
ers, establishing farm schools in the fields of
outstanding growers, adding a post-harvest tech-
nology and agro-processing wing in every Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, and organising nationwide lab-
to-land demonstrations in the areas of agricultu-
ral diversification, food processing, and value
addition.

Also knowledge connectivity as proposed un-
der Bharat Nirman should be accomplished by

* establishing village knowledge centres or “gyan

chaupals” throughout the country. Small farm-
ers should not be subjected to administrative
and academic experiments in the area of crop
diversification without first linking the farmers
with the market for the new commodities. Crop-
livestock-fish integrated production systems are
ideal for small farmers since this can also facil-
itate organic farming. Success in agricultural
progress should be measured by the growth rate
in farmers’ income and not just by production
figures. Low economic risk, high factor produc-

tivity, avoidance of ecological harm, and assured
income must be the bottom line of all agricultu-
ral research and development strategies. Had we
adopted a pro-small farmer biotechnology strat-
egy, we would by now have had Bt-cotton varie-
ties whose seeds farmers could keep and replant,
unlike in the case of the hybrids marketed by
private companies.

Scientific strategies should include attention
to both on-farm and non-farm livelihoods. We
should confer the power and economy of scale
on families operating one hectare or less
through management structures such as cooper-
atives or group farming as well as contract culti-
vation based on a win-win model of partnership
for both the producer and the purchaser. In-
stitutional structures such as small holders’ cot-
ton, horticulture, poultry, and aquaculture
estates can be promoted by stimulating the for-
mation of self-help groups at the farm level.
Concurrently, we should launch an integrated
rural non-farm livelihood initiative by revamp-
ing and integrating numerous isolated non-farm
employment and income generation agencies
such as the Khadi and Village Industries Com-
mission, Small Farmers’ Agri-business Consor-
tium (SFAC), textile, leather and food parks,
agri-clinics, and agri-business centres.

Unless market-driven multiple livelihood op-
portunities are created, the pressure of pop-
ulation on land will grow, the indebtedness of
small farmers will increase, and the agrarian
distress will spread. Poverty will persist so long
as asset-less rural families remain illiterate and
unskilled. The National Rural Employment
Guarantee Programme provides a unique oppor-
tunity for imparting functional literacy using
computer-aided joyful learning techniques. We
should use new technologies to leapfrog in the
area of human development in villages. At the
same time, knowledge without access to the in-
puts to apply that knowledge will have no mean-
ing. Input supply systems need review and
reform.

Finally, the gap between what the rural pro-
ducer gets and the urban consumer pays must be
made as narrow as possible, as has been done in
the case of milk under Dr. V. Kurien’s leadership.
The National Horticulture Board was created for
this purpose over 23 years ago, but like the
SFAC, it also lost its way. It can only be hoped
other expensive new programmes such as the
Fisheries Development Board, the National
Rainfed Area Authority, and the National Horti-
cultural Mission will learn from the success
achieved by agencies such as the National Dairy
Development Board, the Indian Space Research
Organisation, and the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion in achieving specific goals in a time-bound
manner, and benefit from strong professional
leadership.

There is an urgent need for a National Land
Use Advisory Service, structured as a virtual
organisation on a hub and spokes model. The
spokes, would cover the major agro-climatic
zones and farming systems, for providing proac-
tive advice to farmers on land and water use
through an integrated analysis of meteorolog-
ical, agronomic, and marketing data. There is
also needfor an Indian Trade Organisation man-
dated to protect the livelihood and income secu-
rity of farm and fisher families. At the same time,
there should be a risk stabilisation fund and a
farmer-centric Minimum Support Price (MSP)
and Market Intervention Scheme (MIS).

Agriculture in our country is based on the
technology of production by the masses. As a
consequence, it is the backbone of the national
livelihood security system. The Indian tragedy
of extensive poverty and deprivation persisting
under conditions of impressive progress in the
industrial and services sectors will continue so
long as we refuse to place faces before figures.
The NCF has suggested the mainstreaming of
the human dimension in all agricultural pro-
grammes and policies, the adoption by the Na-
tional Development Council of a National Policy
for Farmers, and the establishment of a State
Farmers’ Commission by every State Govern-
ment.

This is to give voice to the voiceless in the
formulation of farm policies including the prep-
aration of the 11th Five Year Plan. Let the Year of
the Farmer help to shape our agricultural desti-
ny in a manner that farming once again becomes
the pride of the nation on the occasion of the
60th anniversary of our Independence on Au-
gust 15, 2007.

(Dr. Swaminathan is Chairman, National
Commission on Farmers.)



Postal sustenanc\'é/;\/ '
Efficiency is the key t:,“\f%’ q;?\\l\ Q\ -

Dangerously ‘sarkari’ is the underlying philosophy of the proposed Bill to amend the
Indian Post Office Act of 1898. For while the stated intention is to regulate the
functioning of private courier services (which obviously did not exist when the parent
Act was legislated), in reality it sets out to strangle them. For by “reserving” ~ fast
becoming a diriy word ~ mail of less than 300 grams for the postal department, the draft
amendment excludes the couriers from handling what the common man perceives as
“letters”, and which provide the bulk of their business. There is much sugar-coating to
the bureaucratic ligature, advocates of the Bill point out that private services function
only in “creamy” urban, metropolitan centres while the khaki-clad postman is required
to serve rural communities. Also trotted out is the line that the 300 grams limitation is
also imposed in western countries, how selectively we ape them. Not a word is
mentioned about efficiency, the absence of which has cost the post office dear. Surely
those drafting the Bill ought to have realised that the public is not downright stupid, and
ifitis prepared to pay more (from its own pocket rather than the exchequer) than double
the postal rates there must be valid reason for doing so. That reason is simple, the letters
are delivered, quickly at that. Something which is not guaranteed if the letter is dropped
in the pillar-box. For all its attempt at the IndiaPost makeover, and the range of “new”
services it claims to offer, the post office has not been able to extricate itself from its
origins ~ a government department whose staff think that they are doing you a favour
by performing their duty. A visit to most post offices would testify to that sad reality. And
couriers do not hang on to greeting cards and demand ‘baksheesh’ during festivals.

Private courier services are by no means perfect, there is need for some kind of controi
over them. But killing them is not the way (o resurrect the post office. Why should the
paying public be forced to accept gross inefficiency? It will not. Witness Doordarshan’s
diminished viewership. Witness also how competition kick-started “Indian” into an
upgrade. The post office can survive only if it delivers ~ literally and figuratively. The life-
support system the Bill seeks to provide is no panacea, it is too ‘sarkari’ to prove
successful.

[RE SiA rEbMAN



Kharif season brln S
fears of suicide surge

By Ramu Bhagwat/TNN

Nagpur: The air of anticipation as-
sociated with an approaching crop
season has vaporised. In its place
hangs a pall of disquiet in the cotton-
growing districts of Vidarbha. With
only a month to go before the kharif
season, the farmers are edgy and, in
most cases, despondent.

In this belt, where cotton was once
described as ‘white gold’, 451 farmers
have committed suicide over the last
10 months. The suicide rate, which
was about one a day in December, has
already risen. Now, there are fears of
another spurt. “We have no resources
to buy seeds and other inputs which
are becoming costlier by the day.
Don’t be surprised if you find the sui-
cide rate going up further in the next
two months,” said Bhimrao Naitam, a
tribal farmer at Pandharkawda in Ya-
vatmal district .

The district, along with four others
in western Vidarbha’s Amravati divi-
sion, has witnessed most of the sui-

. . vt 2008

cides. The money-spinner of yester-
years has become an unremunerative
crop, with even once-progressive
farmers with 20 to 40 acres balking at
sowing another crop. Increasing cost
of inputs, piling debts and dwin-
dling incomes that have made re-
payment difficult are pushing
the farmers over the brink.

With 95% farmers in the re-
gion defaulting on old loans
which rules out the possibility
of fresh borrowings from banks,
private lenders are coming into
the picture. They too charge a heavy
ir.terest, defeating the purpose of the
government’s crackdown on the tra-
ditional money lenders, whose fleec-
ing ways have often been the doom of
poor farmers.

When returns from cotton was
handsome in the 1970s, over 3.4 mil-
lion families depended on it as the
main cash crop. Within two decades,
‘white gold’ began losing its sheen.
Falling demand, degraded land, exor-
bitant seed prices, rising costs com-

bined to break the farmer’s
back. The death knell was
sounded by the government,
which failed to run the monop-
oly cotton purchase scheme
on the lines it was formulat-
ed three decades ago and de-
cided to pay Rs 500 less
from last year.

Today, the farmer has
little hope. Not even the
special Rs 1075-crore re-

lief package announced

§ by CM Vilasrao Deshmukh
on December 9 could enthuse them. It
is being seen as too little too late.

In Yavatmal’s Saikheda village, 36-
year-old Chandrakant Gurnule, who
used to till his 16-acre ancestral hold-
ing, set himself ablaze in his house on
April 1. “The relief amount of Rs
15,000 was not even enough to meet
the cost of the last rites,” said his 75-
year-old father Baburao. Gurnule has
left behind debts amounting to over
Rs 1 lakh and unpaid electric bills of
Rs 50,000.
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Accords for

joint ventu

[e

Modernisation of Mumlgai

and Delhi airports  §

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Government on
Tuesday signed two agreements
to set up joint venture compa-
nies involving the public sector
Airports Authority of India and
the GMR and GVK groups for
handing over the Delhi and
Mumbai airports for modernisa-
tion.

“With the signing of the OM-
DA [Operations, Ma ntenance
and Development Agreement]
and the shareholders agree-
ments, joint venture companies
are now in place,” Civil Aviation
Minister Praful Patel told re-
porters here. These were signed
by AAI Chairman K. Ramalin-
gam and Director V.D.V. Prasada
Rao in the presence of Mr. Patel.

Even as the agreements were
being initialled, AAI employees
took out a procession and staged
a demonstration at the Rajiv
Gandhi Bhavan, headquarters of
the Ministry.

The process of modernisation
of the two key airports — money-
spinners for the AAT — faced stiff
opposition from employees and
the Left parties earlier this year.
They wanted the AAI plan for

<7

I i

(o))

.

o Initial deposit of Rs. 150
crore each to be paid by
companies within a week

o Employees stage protest

modernisation considered and
approved. It was Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s intervention
that saved the day and the em-
ployees were assured their jobs
in the new joint venture compa-
nies.

Mr. Patel said the initial de-
posit of Rs.150 crore each would
be paid by the two private con-
sortia within a week. Thereafter,
the transition process would
start.

Asked whether the Left con-
cerns about the proceedings of
the tripartite committee on air-
port modernisation were con-
sidered, the Minister said, “We
have made it clear that the issue
of Delhi and Mumbai airports
cannot be revisited and there is
no room for negotiations on this
front.”

More reports on Page 13
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PATEL B ‘Security, ATC functions will remain
with Govt, every employee will be absorbed’

Revamp takes off,
airport pact S|gned

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

AKING a major
step towards mod-
ernisation of Delhi
and Mumbai air-
ports, the Government today
signed the Operations, Main-
tenance and Development
Agreement (OMDA) with
the GMR and GVK groups.
The shareholders agreement
effecting the joint-venture
companies was also signed.

Civil Aviation Minister Pra-
ful Patel made it clear that
functions related to security
and Air Traffic Control would
still remain sovereign func-
tions of the Government.

“Bvery single employee will
be absorbed by either the
joint-venture companies or
the AAI Nobody will lose his
job,” Patel said.

Delhi International Airport
Ltd, the joint venture com-
pany floated for the project,
will have nine directors from
GMR group and three from
Airports Authority of India.
AAUI's Joint Secretary, Direc-
tor (Personnel and Admin-
stration) and Director (Oper-
ations) will be on the Board
with G M Rao as Chairman
and Srinivas Bommidala as
the managing director.

The mother document for
the modernisation process,
the OMDA will act as a
roadmap for private players

Serious consequences,
CPM wams Govt

NEW DELM): The CPMon
Tuesday wamed the Govern-
ment of “serious conse-
quences” for going ahead
with the privatisation of Delhi
and Mumbai airports.

In a statement, the party polit-
buro described the modernisa-
tion process as not only “a
mockery of transparency” hut:
“breach” of agreement with

the AAl employees,

to undertake activities related
to operations, maintenance
and development of the two
airports.

The OMDA will come into
operation only after the Gov-
ernment finalises a series of
agreements with the joint
venture companies. These
agreements include Land
Lease Agreement (30 years,
extendable on performance
by another 30 years), State

Support Agreement and Sub-

Patel with GMR’s GM Rao
and GVK’s GV Krishna Reddy
In New Delhi on Tuesday

stitution Agreement.

The Government, Patel
said, was also set to table the
Airport Economic Regula-
tory Authority (AERA) Bill
in Parliament when it recon-
venes on May 10. “The
AERA Bill has been sent to
the Cabinet for clearance fol-
lowing which it will be tabled
in Parliament,” he said.

Incidentally, this announce-
ment came on a day when the
Kaw Committee Report on
review and restructuring of
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) called
setting up of such a body “in-
adequate”.

The committee said that be-
cause of the DGCAs involve-
ment in most areas of aviation,
it should be made responsible
for enforcing compliance of
economic regulations,
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Airport revamp pact mked

New Delhi: Overlooking opposition
from the Left parties and airport em-
ployees, the government on Tuesday
signed two agreements to set up joint
venture companies between Airports
Authority of India and the GMR and
GVK groups to hand over the Delhi and
Mumbai airports for modernisation.

“The OMDA (operations, mainte-
nance and development agreement) and
the shareholders agreements have been
signed. The JV companies are in place,”
civil aviation minister Praful Patel said
after signing of the agreements.

The OMDAs and the shareholders
agreements were signed by AAI chief K
Ramalingam and AAI director VD V
Prasada Rao in the presence of Patel
and civil aviation secretary Ajay Prasad.

Even as the agreements were being
signed at the Ashoka Hotel here, the em-
ployees took out a procession and later
staged a demonstration at the ministry
headquarters at Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan
here. A large posse of police and CISF

We have madle it clear to the
Left parties that the issue of
Delhi and Mumbai airports
cannot be revisited and
there is no room for
negotlahons on this front.

RN Nt A

personnel were present to prevent any
untoward incident.

Responding to questions, Patel said
the initial deposit of Rs 150 crore each
would be paid by the two groups “within
a week, following which the process of
transition will take place”.

Asked whether the concerns of Left
parties about the proceedings of the tri-
partite committee on airport moderni-
sation were considered, the minister
said: “We have made it clear that the is-
sue of Delhi and Mumbai airports can-
not be revisited and there is no room for
negotiations on this front.”

However, the c 1ttee comprising
representatives of the employees, the
AAT and the ministry, would consider all
issues concerning the employees’ future
and the modernisation of other air-
ports, Patel said. The Left parties have
been demanding that the tripartite pan-
el consider the issue of modernisation
of the two metro airports too.

Patel wouldn’t comment on the case
filed by Anil Ambani’s Reliance group
against the modernisation process in
Delhi high court, but said the HC has
“permitted us to proceed” with signing
the OMDA and shareholder agreements.

Meanwhile, G V Krishna Reddy, CMD
of the GVK group who signed the agree-
ment for the modernisation of Mumbai
airport, said: *“We have the provisional
license to operate the airport.” Asked
when the airport would actually be
handed over to them, he said: “The ball
is in the government's court, but I be-
lieve they are planning to do this as soon
as possible.”

Agencies
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he judgment of the Madras High Court tha’/\he

Election Commission does not have the authokity

to direct the transfer of the Greater Chennai Police

Commissioner before elections are formally noti-
fied calls into question many of the assumptions under
which the Commission has been functioning in the recent
period. The Commission “requested” the transfer on the
ground that in a newspaper interview on the occasion of the
International Women’s Day, the police official held up Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa as “the perfect example of the ideal
woman”; and such remarks raised doubts over his impartial-
ity in the conduct of the elections. On the statement itself,
the Court delivered a mild rebuke to the Commissioner,
observing that there was “a slim possibility of its being
misconstrued” end concluding that he “could have been
more circumspect.” More significant was its ruling that the
Election Commission would gain powers to effect such
transfers only after the election was notified and the election
process was set in motion. The Commission’s general power
of superintendence over the conduct of elections under
Article 324 of the Constitution would operate in areas where
there was no legislation, and in this case the Representation
of the People Act, 195], specifically provided that officers
designated for election work would come under the control
of the Commission after the election process began.

The Madras High Court order has brought into focus the
critical issue of the reach of the Commission — whether in
its crusade for fair elections it can fall back on its constitu-
tional mandate when it finds the legislative and adminis-
trative support inadequate. Where the object is
unexceptionable as, for instance, in requiring candidates to
declare their assets and any serious criminal charges they
may be facing, the Supreme Court has upheld the Commis-
sion’s authority to fill the gaps in the law. On the other hand,
there have beern cases of overreach, particularly in dealing
with State administrations, and the courts have had to re-
strain the Commission. In its new and activist post-1990
phase, the Commission has, by and large, been a force for the
good, preventing malpractices and cleaning up the electoral
process. If at times its actions amounted to constitutional
aggrandisemen?, orders such as the one issued by the Ma-
dras High Court have served to bring a sense of realism. As
the Supreme Court counselled on several occasions, on
issues such as force requirements to handle security during
elections and the transfer and posting of specific officers, it is
essential that the Commission and the Central and State
administrations hold consultations, function in cooperative
spirit, and avoid confrontationist postures. Also at issue is
the propriety of top civil servants expressing admiration for
one political leader or another. Whether such sentiments
are genuine or are made in the expectation of some reward,
they smack of nion-professionalism and sycophancy and /are
best avoided.
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IANS & SNS

NEW DELHI, March 28. — Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh today
launched a major public-private ini-
tiative for establishing five world-
class institutes in the country to train
over 5,000 public health profession-
als annually to improve the quality of
services and make it a “global desti-
nation” for health care.

Called the Public Health Foun-
dation of India (PHFI), the venture
aims at training in multi-disciplinary
knowledge through a network of
public health schools to improve ser-
vices, revitalise existing institutions
and introduce greater levels of
expertise.  The project cost is esti-
mated to be around Rs 5-7 billion
(over $100-130 million) over five-to-
seven years. Simultancously, the
PHFI would proactively stimulate
demand for public health profession-
als in the public and private sectors
and pursue its research agenda.

The project has been mooted
based on a report by consultants Mc-
Kinsey & Compeny and has been
propelied by over 20 distinguished
individuals, including Professor
Amartya Sen and Unicef adviser Mr
AK Shiv Kumar, who are part of the
founding governing board of PHFI.

While the idea of establishing
schools of public health in India has
long been discussed and reported,
the PHFT initiative has been collabo-
ratively developed over the past two

Bharat Nirman

NEW DELHI, March 28. — The Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, today
reviewed implementation of Bharat
Nirman projects. Apparently, UPA chief
Mrs Sonia Gandhi recently wrote to Dr
Singh expressing her displeasure over
the slow pace of implementation of the
projects. — SNS

years under the leadership of Mr
Rajat Gupta, the senior partner of
McKinsey and Dr Srinath Reddy,
head of the department of cardiolo-
gy of the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences. “PHFT plans to
establish five-to-seven world class
and relevant Indian Institutes of
Public Health (ITPH) within the next
five years, with the first two institutes
opening by 2008,” Mr Gupta said.

While public sector health care is
found woefully lacking, private sec-
tor efforts are also wanting, the
Prime Minister said while launching
the initiative in the company of Prof.
Sen. “Regrettably, on the whole, the
record of the private sector in health
care provisioning in India has not
been very good even though it is the
dominant source of health care pro-
visioning,” said Dr Singh.

“We are all familiar with reports of
unethical practices, including com-
missions given in return for referral
and diagnostic work. We must have
appropriate measures to tackle this,”
the Prime Minister added.

Urban renewal projects, page 5
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Capital account convertibility in
full will help India: Manmohan -

“Mumbai has huma

Oommen Ninan

MUMBAL: Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Saturday said there
is merit in India moving towards
fuller capital account convert-
ibility (free float of the rupee)
and this would facilitate the
transformation of Mumbai into,
not only a regional, but also a
global financial centre.

“I have requested the Finance
Minister and the Reserve Bank
of India to revisit the subject and
come out with a roadmap on
capital account convertibility
based on current realities,” said
Dr. Singh, while inaugurating
Asia Society’s 16th Asian Corpo-
rate Conference on ‘Driving
Global Business: India’s New
Priorities, Asia New Realities,’
here. o
Dr. Singh said Mumbai has the
human skills, connectivity and
advantage of location to become
the financial capital of Asia. “It
will get the infrastructure it
rightfully deserves to realise this
dream” to become the bridge be-
tween Asia and the West in the
world of finance.

Dr. Singh said India is build-
ing a web of partnerships with
countries of the region through
free trade and economic cooper-
ation agreements. “We have
concluded Free Trade Agree-
ments with SAARC, Singapore,
Thailand and ASEAN. We are
working on similar arrange-
ments with Japan, China and
Korea. This web of engagements
may herald an eventual free
trade area in Asia covering all
, Mmajor Asian economies and pos-
" sibly extending to Australia and
New Zealand. This pan-Asian
FTA could be the future of Asia
and, I am certain, open up new
growth avenues for our own
economy.”

He said India has“e*reduce

the transaction cost of doing
business in the countty, adding,
“We have to bring our infras-
tructure in line with global stan-
dards. We have to ensure global
best practices in our regulatory
institutions and system. We
need to simplify regulatory and
approval procedures.”

“I recognise that there has
been a relative neglect of manu-
facturing in India in recent
years,” said Dr. Singh. “To revive

FINANCIAL WIZANDS ALL: Prime Minister Manmohan Sin
Mumbai on Saturday to release the third volume
Venkitramanan, C. Rangarajan, M. Narasimham,

manufacturing industry, to
make it globally competitive and
to make it the driving force for
employment and economic
growth we have unveiled ten-
year National Manufacturing
initiatives, Emphasis will be
placed on labour-intensive sec-
tors such as textiles and gar-
ments, leather and leather
goods, food processing, IT hard-
ware and electronics and auto
components.”

THE K. .LUu

n skills, connectivity, location to become financial capital of Asia”

Dr. Singh said focused atten-
tion would be given to the
growth of India’s dynamic ser-
vices sector, including software,
outsourcing, tourism, education
and healthcare, At the same time
India is reforming the institu-
tional architecture within which
enterprises function. “We are
trying to reform the legal system
to reduce arrears and improve
the speed of the justice delivery
system. We are examining the

gh with RBI Governor Y.V. Reddy and former Governors in
of the History of the Reserve Bank of India. From left: S.
Bimal Jalan and Y.V. Reddy. - PHOTO: SHASHI ASHIWAL

possibility of having alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms,
particularly for commercial
disputes.”

Dr. Singh said the telecommu-
nication boom of the past decade
had to be sustained for which
“we are working towards releas-
ing additional spectrum to mo-
bile telephone firms . We do
hope to raise India’s annual
growth rate to the range of 9 to
10 per cent.”




Special package coming for farmers

It will benefit 30 districts in A.P., Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra 9 G N

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Centre will an-
nounce in May a special package,
including institutional credit,
insurance and financial aid, for
farmers in four States, where
thousands of them committed
suicide in the past few years. To
be announced in the second half
of the Parliament session, the
package will benefit 30 districts
in Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra, where
farmers took their own lives due
to their inability to repay loans
and crop failure,

Expressing concern over the
suicides, Agriculture Minister
Sharad Pawar said the package
would be prepared within a

1em
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month and a multidisciplinary
team would be constituted to en-
sure effective implementation.

The Ministry would also mod-
ify its agriculture insurance
scheme, making panchayats the
base for covering crops, instead
of the present block system.

This was done to include un-
der the scheme smaller, affected
farm areas, which would be de-
prived of the insurance money if
the entire block was not entitled
to the benefit.

Mr. Pawar said all States ap-
proved the modified scheme and
it would be implemented before
the kharif season. The Finance
Ministry also gave its approval.

However, over 60 per cent of
the farmers continued to be out-

side agricultural insurance. The
aim should be to bring them un-
der the cover.

Enough foodgrains

Replying to a debate on the
demands for grants to the Agri-
culture Ministry in the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday, Mr. Pawar said
there was enough stock of food-
grains.

The agricultural growth rate
was expected to be about 3.4 per
cent, close to the targeted 4 per
cent.

Giving credit tb farmers for
the buffer stock and the increas-
ing growth rate, he said it had
been stagnant at 1.3 per cent in
the past three years.

Admitting that poiicies and

THE HINDU

strateglé\ needed changes toim-
prove the lot of farmers, Mr. Pa-
war said the Government was
formulating a policy to increase
agricultural production.

Pointing out that its decision
to bring down the interest rate
on crop loan to 7 per cent was a
major step to benefit the farm-
ers, the Minister said efforts
would be made to reduce it ful-
ther in the coining years.

Referring to the M.S. Swam-
inathan Commission recom-
mendations, he said that in a bid
to revive rural credit institutions
and free farmers from the
clutches of moneylenders, the
Constitution would be amended
to empower cooperative insti

tions and banks. 5




GLOBAL DEMOCRACY

President Bush during his

recent visit described free-
dom as the strongest human
urge. He said the whole world
should be freed from dictators.
He added that America and
India together could transform
the world by striving to achieve
this goal.

It is a laudable goal. Socialism
or capitalism may come and go.
They reflect economic arrange-
ments of sogigties to suit contem-
porary needs. But democracy
should be permanent. It signifies

Speaking at Delhi’s Old Fort °

the method by which societies ]

make their choice. People must
choose in freedom and through
consent.

So first one must identify the
basic postulates of democracy.

Societies may be governed by

Presidents or Prime Ministers,
through' many parties or one
party or no party. They remain
democratic if there is freedom of
speech and association, if there is
rule of law, and if decisions
reflect the majority view.

Bush's commitment

President Bush’s commitment
to democracy hds acquired the
fervor of an evangelist. It is a re-
cent development In an exclu-
sive interview to the Washingion
Times in January 2005, President
Bush said: “If you want a glimpse
of how I think about foreign
policy read Natan- Sharansky’s
book™. People sat up and took
notice. Who was Natan Sharan-
sky? Anatoly Natan Sharansky
was a Soviet dissident and served
nine years as a political prisoner
in Russia. In the mid-1980s he
left the Soviet Union for Israel.
He rose to become a minister for
Jerusalem and Diaspora affairs.

Drawing from personal experi-
ence Sharansky passionately
argued for spreading democracy
worldwide by not appeasing dic-
tators and tyrants. He wrote a
book, The Case for Democracy:
The Power of Freedom to Over-
come Tyranny and Terror. Bush
read that book. He invited Sha-
ransky to the White House short-
ly after his re-election. Western
media reports described Sharan-
sky as the “intellectual god-
father” of Bush’s advocacy of a
“global democratic revolusdn”,

During his meeting with Presi-
dent Bush, Sharansky disclosed

what he had told the President: -

“In spite of all the polls warning
you that talking about spreading
democracy in the Middle East
might be a losing issue— despite
all the critics and the resistance
you faced — you kept talking

about the importance of free

societies and free clections. You

kept explaining that democracy

The author is a veteran journalist
and cartoonist .

India, Not America, Should Take Léads;,f‘:’gc (7

By RAJINDER PURI

is for everybody. You kept saying
that only democracy will truly
pave the way to peace and
security. You, Mr President, are
a dissident among the leaders of
the free world!”

In a sense Sharansky’s compli-
ment to President Bush was not
misplaced. In the pursuit of his
belicfs Bush has not hesitated to
take unpopular decisions. And

who can deny that freedom for .

mankind is the noblest pursuit?

India should certainly endorse
this goal. But it must do so only
after introducing vitally impor-
tant caveats.

On any objective assessment
America’s efforts to spread de-
mocracy thus far have been dis-
astrous. Before taking up this
mission therefore jt must be
understood why. Sharansky has
provided a simple litmus test for
recognizing demoeyacy. He divi-
ded the world into free societies
and fear societies. If any citizen
can speak his heart out in the city
square without fear of punish-
ment he lives in a free society.
Otherwise he lives in a fear
society. This is a good test as far
as it goes. 1t doesn’t go far en-
ough. If the preacher doesn’t
practise what he preaches he is
seen as a hypocrite. And if never-
theless he tries to impose his
views he is seen as a bully.

Butcher as surgeon

President Bush’s efforts to
spread democracy are like those
of a butcher attempting bypass
surgery. An authentic mission to
spread democracy worldwide will
have tb be slow, patient and long.
To accept democracy peoples
and governments would have to

_ be convinced of its advantages.’

Those who preach democracy
would have to lead by example.
So of necessity the first step
would entail leaders of the move-
ment to look within their own
societies. and systems and intro-

duce neccessary reform to be-.

come credible role models. To-
day neither America nor India
qualifies to be a role model.
After 9/11 the quality of Ame-
rican democracy plummeted. It
is a failacious argument that to
fight terrorism democratic norms
must be ignored. Strong action
does not imply circumventing
law and procedure. This is what
the Bush administration did in its
first term. Many of its actions
destroyed 'American values and

even attracted threats of im-
peachment.

A few are worth recalling. The
administration deliberately falsi-
fied intelligence inputs and lied
to the nation for justifying its
invasion of Iraq. During the war
it initiated systematic torture of
prisoners which violated Ameri-
can law and human rights. The
President authorized illegal wire-
tapping of private conversations
of citizens without following due
process. All these actions viola-
ted law and strictly speaking
could  justify the President’s
impeachment.

The President got away with
his excesses because mainstream
US media failed to fulfil its res-
ponsibility. It appeared to fur-
ther a political agenda. It distor-
ted facts. Thereby it did not serve
the American nation but certain
vested interests which exploited
terrorism to further partisan
ends. Just one example of me-
dia’s failure should suffice. Over
a year ago the New York Times
learnt that the government had
authorized illegal wiretapping.
The President prevailed on the
paper to withhold the report,
The paper obliged. Recently it
published the report. Why was it
withheld? And if withheld, why
was it later published? Bath de-
cisions appeared to be inspired

by the newspaper’s changing

attitude to the President and had
little to do with professional
norms,

India’s condition is no bctter

4

The failure of the system and the
need to reform it is a recurring
theme in these columns. India’s
saving grace is that it has a strong
democratic culture. People can
and do speak their minds. But
this is offset by an alarming
breakdown in the rule of law.
Liberty therefore has degene-
rated into licence. The rich and
the powerful can and do get away
with murder. Hopefully the pub-
lic will bestir itself before tht.
system disintegrates.

These facts must be kept in
mind if a serious effort to spread
democracy across the world is
undertaken. It is up to the Ame-
rican people to reform their sys-
temn. As far as India is concerned
our priorities should be clear. ~

India must reinterpret the
Constitution and amend it suit-
ably to fulfil the aspirations of its
founding fathers. It must make
necessary amendments that help
tone up its institutions including
the bureaucracy, police and judi-
ciary. After doing this it must de-
velop zero tolerance towards vio-
lation of law. That would contain
both corruption and crime. It
would also end much of the hate
inspired by communalism which
strictly speaking invariably in-
volves violation of law.

Through example

After achieving this, then, and .
only then, might India aspire to
spread democracy through ex-
ample. Bold initiatives“could be

. taken with neighbours. One ex-
ample should suffice. After the
recent Bush visit a frustrated
President Musharraf said that for
its nuclear aspirations Pakistan
had apart from America a sec-
ond option in China. Our PM
could offer him a better option:
India. After negotiating safe-
guards why can’t both nations
share knowhow and jointly
provide a nuclear umbrella to all
South Asia? Saarc members
could even comprise a Saarc
body authorized control over the
use of nuclear weapons. Only
such an arrangement would give
South Asia the moral stature to
hasten nuclear disarmament as
well as reform of the UN.

Is this too utopian? Perhaps.
But for a meaningful effort to
spread democracy across the
world some such measures would
be necessary. India can take the
lead. Sometimes people say that
in time India could be as great as
America.

They are wrong, In time India
can be greater. It can be the
greatest. In this information age
the future does not belong to big
bombs or big business. It belongs
to nations that deliver justice. It
belongs to nations displaying the
requisite moral strength. Nobody
can stop India except Indians
themselves,

’
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Police file FIR _,
against Jessica "
case investigators

Special team to probe “conspiracy” of
omission and commission to save accused

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: In a path-breaking de-
velopment, the Delhi police on
Monday registered a case of de-
struction of evidence, fabrica-
tion and criminal conspiracy
with the intent of saving the ac-
cused in the Jessica Lal murder
case. Though no one has been
named in the First Information
Report (FIR), it would seek to fix
responsibility for acts of omis-
sion and commission that led to
the acquittal of all nine accused
in the trial court that heard the
much talked about case.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Delhi Police Commission-
er K. K. Paul said the trial court
judgment was carefully studied
in consultation with legal ex-
perts including the Additional
Solicitor-General of India. “The
police found that some of the evi-
dence was tampered with to save
the accused.”

Also, it came to light that some
evidence available with investi-
gating officers was not produced
in the court during trial, added
the Police Commissioner, The
police came across several in-
stances wherein officials deliber-
ately gave wrong information to
save the accused. “A lot of mate-
rial has come up in the aftermath
of the judgment on the basis of
which the Mehrauli Station
House Officer today registered a
case under Sections 120 (B), 201,
218 and 34 of the Indian Penal
Code,” announced Dr, Paul.

The FIR mentions that efforts
to save the accused through vari-

- ous acts of omission and com-

mission by some officials, by
illegal means, had taken place on
several occasions, clearly indi-
cating that the entire exercise
was a result of criminal conspir-
acy.

“Tha rriminal conspiracy was

b IREE ]
P -
i

aimed at obstructing and deflect-
ing the course of justice,” says
the FIR, adding that the conspir-
acy should thus be investigated.
Dr. Paul said that to ensure

speedy investigation a special ;

team was being constituted
which would be answerable only
to Special Commissioner of Po-
lice (Intelligence) U. K. Katna.
“To make sure that there is no
delay, competent police officers
are being picked up to form the
team today itself,” said Dr. Paul.

It is learnt that during their
investigation the police would
gather information from all wit-
nesses in the case and also sum-
mon the investigating officer,
Surender Sharma, and his fellow
officers who were actively in-
volved in the probe. If necessary,
the police can also summon the
supervisory officers of the case,
including the then Joint Com-
missioner of Police, Amod
Kanth; Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South Delhi) Sudhir Ya-
dav; Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Vivek Gogia; and
the then Assistant Commission-
er of Police O. P, Mishra.

Dr. Paul said the appeal was
being finalised in consultation
with legal experts and it would be
filed within a couple of days. “We
will comply with the directive of
the High Court,” he added.

THE HINCU




March 5. —- While picscoiing
his report to the Prime Miniser,
Dr Manmohan Sivgh,
Knowledge Comwission chair
man. Mr Sam Pitroda, contend-
ed that instead of adopting ¢-
governance technologics to el
government emplu «in pnaadsis
the data, it shoulu Vo cnizes
friendly to serve thiir purpose of
geiang fhungs done grckly in
transparent way.

In its report, the Knowiedge
Commission has urged the zov-
ernment to take up various o
governance profects pertuni.:y
o ministrics on & mission me
and prioritise thom according
their respective needs 11 soid. e
the tirst phasc. cigho sectors <
Central. minisiries. tike Incon,.
Tax {(Manisiny o
Finance/Central Board of {3irect
Taxes), Passport & Immigration:
project (Ministry of FExtern.:,
Affairs/Ministry of  Homw
Affairs), DCAXL (Lrepartmcon
of Company Aliiirs). lasuranc.
(Departmenr  of  Bauking).
National  Citizen Database
(Ministrv ol Home Al

TR
LREEN

¥, T

~Panel suggests changes
to govt on e-

Mukesh Ranjan in New Delhi§ 7

overnaince

Reawsirar Gette ';7«)]' India),
Cenrrab xeise (Departinent of
weveawe 'Centyal Board  of
cxcise & Customs), Pensions
{Department of Puncion &
Pensiomers Welfare) and Ban-
king (Depariment of Banking),
shoutd Bevaken up.

According w the commission.
Thdy L S wenuined these mine-
SUies aliv deparanents on the
basis of the frequency of the oiti-
zons huving direet interface with
the government. And, if the ser-
vices i these areas could be
made available ouline, this will
Lot e nation save valvable
e onergy and mosey in seny -
B e dtizens, the report con-
cicted The report also present-

v ik of arcas [alling under
suite wesernimenis o which the

Lhion soverament could take
Hatve an mission made. But
B iheche Contral governmenry
hiss o waork i elose consultation
wihi state governments, The
areus owluae Iind records, roed
GRS OTL PTORC Y I SITadin,
B RIEC, TTQaSUTIS, Duricipi-
ibes, eram panchavats, st com-
merciel taxes. police (U5 inital-
o aed vmplovment exchange
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No human affected
by blrd flu: Centre

Culling opera ions begm in l\&aharashtra

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: The Government said
on Sunday that no cases of hu-
mans affected by the avian influ-
enza had been reported, even as
it began massive culling oper-
ations in poultry farms in Mah-
arashtra and Gujarat.

The preliminary report of a
28-year-old man, suspected to
have died of the disease in Surat
two days ago, said the death had
been caused by bacterial infec-
tion. The final report was await-
ed, NXK. Ganguly,
Director-General, Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research (ICMR),
told reporters here.

Describing the outbreak as
“localised,” and the situation as
under control, officials said that
of the 60 Rapid Response Teams
(RRTs) formed on Saturday, 45
had begun cuiling operations.
The rest were in a state of read-
iness and would be pressed into
service, when needed.

Culling was being done by
gassing and decapitation, and
the dead birds were being buried
immediately. Clean-up oper-
ations would be carried out in
the four farms falling within the
infected zone, and backyard
poultry would be culled, Upma
Chowdhry, Joint Secretary, De-
partment of Animal Husbandry,
said. Six patients had been ad-

® Outbreak localised;
situation under control

& Rapid response teams
pressed into service

o Dead birds being buried
immediately

mitted to the Navapur Sub-Divi-
sional Hospital on Saturday and
one on Sunday with complaints
of common cold and fever, None
had shown any sign of the bird
flu infection in preliminary
tests.

Of the 95 clinical samples col-
lected so far, 51 had been sent to
the Pune-based National Insti-
tute of Virology, and 44 to the
National Institute of Communi-
cable Diseases in Delhi, Prof.
Ganguly said.

A ban has been imposed on
the movement of poultry; trad-
ing in poultry and poultry prod-
ucts had been stopped in 19
villages and Navapur town to
contain the infection. Veterin-
ary teams had been deployed for
surveying the neighbouring area
for signs of sickness or mortality
in birds.

All States had been asked to
strengthen surveillance, and
carry out focussed collection of
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samples in the “possible high-
risk” areas, besides a house-to-
house survey.

On reports of the disease be-
ing detected at a poultry farm in
Etawah, Uttar Pradesh, Ms.
Chowdhry said initial reports
suggested that the birds had
been kept in extremely unhy-
gienic conditions.

Union Home Minister Shivraj
Patil said a committee, compris-
ing the Cabinet Secretary and
other Union Secretaries, was
constantly monitoring the situa-
tion in Maharastra.

Addressing mediapersons on
the sidelines of a function, he
said the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority had been ac-
tivated, and it was monitoring
the situation.

The Centre had rushed vac-
cines for use in Maharashtra and
Gujarat, and these were stocked
at Aurangabad and Navapur. Ad-
ditional stocks were being pro-
cured from Holland for
strengthening the Central Stra-
tegic Reserve. Each dose of vac-
cine cost about Rs. 1.50.

While the number of birds
culled would be known only af-
ter the operations got over, Ms.
Chowdhry said all farmers
would be given compensation, of
which 50 per cent would be paid
by the Centre and the rest by the
State Governments.

|
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. — In a face-saving exercise, the
department of telecommunication today issued phone-
tapping guidelines to all telecom operators. These make
them responsible, though indirectly, for any mischievous
phone-tapping in the future.

The guidelines issued by the government aim at tight-
ening the noose around telecom service providers rather
than security agencies, which are authorised to issue
phone-tapping instructions.

The government has asked telecom operators to make
intensive verifications of anyone applying for a tele-
phone connection to guard against misuse by anti-social
and anti-national elements.

Going by the guidelines issued under Section 4 of the
Indian Telegraph Act, that was circulated to all telecom
operators today, the Central government asked service-
providers to appoint nodal officers with 24 X 7 duty
arrangements so that they could inform the security
agency concerned within two hours in a sealed cover on
receipt of any intimation for interceptions.

If a nodal officer fails to inform a security agency
within two hours and the phone-tapping instructions
are found forged as in the Amar Singh case, the
responsibility of the nodal officer would be fixed.
Though the Centre has put the onus on service-
providers in case of any goof-up, the guidelines do not
give any instructions to security agencies to avoid mis-
use. Instead of DIGs or officers of an equivalent rank,
authorisation powers have been given to superinten-
dents of police or senior SPs.

The instructions state that, “the names of nodal offi-
cers/ alternative nodal officers should be communicat-
ed to all security agencies along with details of their
office and residential telephone numbers and address-
€s, every quarter.

In case of any change, it should be communicated as
and when it takes place,” the guidelines said. The
names of the officers authorised by security agencies
to authenticate pro formas for intimation of intercep-
tion orders to service-providers shall be provided by
the agencies, the guidelines stated. Designated nodal
officers of the service-providers and security agencies
would meet every fortnight to discuss interception
authorisation lists received by telecom companies,
which would minimise misuse. DoT has also asked
telecom operators not to entertain untidy or tinkered-
with instructions.



Government tightens

phone-tapping norms ~

These come in the wake of complaints by Amar Singh

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Government has
issued fresh guidelines, tighten-
ing phone-tapping norms in the
wake of the allegations by Sa-
majwadi Party leader Amar
Singh that private persons
bugged his phone for months on
the basis of forged police author-
isation papers.

Phone service companies will
have to appoint officers to ac-
knowledge requests within two
hours of intimation from securi-
ty and law enforcement agencies
for interception. On all intim-
ations sent by the agencies, the
service providers will make 24x7
arrangement. The names of no-
dal officers/alternative nodal of-
ficers, along with details of office
and residential telephone num-
bers and addresses, should be
communicated to all security
agencies every quarter. Any
change should be communicated
as and when it takes place. “The
names of the officers authorised
by the security agencies to au-
thenticate the form for intim-
ation of [the] interception order
to the service providers shall be
provided by the security agen-
cies.”

The Government has asked
the designated nodal officers of
phone companies to meet repre-
sentatives of security agencies
every fortnight for discussing
the list of interception or au-
thorisation orders.

The companies have been told
to provide interception facilities
to the State police for a roaming
subscriber, irrespective of his lo-
cation. “Interception facility to
the police for a non-roaming

: subscriber outside the territo-
. rial boundaries of the State shall

i

be provided with the approval of
the Union Home Secretary or

the Home Secretary of the State
concerned”.

Asking the companies to keep
phone-tapping authorisation a
secret, the guidelines say that in
case of emergency, they should
seek confirmation within three
days and the authorities should
issue orders with the approval of
the head or second seniormost
officer of the agency, not below
the rank of Inspector-General of
Police.

The phone companies should
install effective in-house checks

to ensure that “unauqo ised in-
terception of communication
does not take place and extreme
secrecy and confidentiality of in-
timation of interception author-
isation is maintained.”

The guidelines were issued on
Tuesday night, a week after se-
nior Union Government officers
discussed with phone company
representatives the new norms
and total compliance with the
existing ones. That was the first
meeting on the entire gamut of
issues after a decade.

U.P. moves Supreme Court

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHi: The Uttar Pradesh
Government on Wednesday
moved the Supreme Court
challenging the territorial
jurisdiction of the Delhi High
Court in entertaining petitions
in the Amar Singh telephone
tapping case and issuing
contempt notice to the Special
Task Force (STF). The State
said the special leave petitions
(likely to be mentioned on
Friday for early hearing) were
the result of a controversy
over the High Court quashing
the First Information Report
registered by the Government
on a complaint from a resident
of Noida alleging illegal
tapping of personal and
intimate conversation he had
with Amar Singh, Member of
Parliament and general
secretary of Samajwadi Party.
The petitions alleged that
the U.P. police suspected that
the actual culprits were the
complainants in Delhi who
were out to shield the real
accused and prevent the

detection of the crime. The
State pointed out that the High
Court by an interim order on
January 20 restrained the
Government from interfering
with the investigation of the
complaint registered by the
Delhi Police.

And the High Court later
issued a contempt notice for
violating the interim orders.

The petitioner pointed out
that the High Court had only
restrained the U.P. police from
interfering in the investigation
of the FIR registered by Delhi
police and had not injuncted
the police from conducting an
investigation in relation to the
FIR registered by the Noida
police. Hence there was no
contempt of the Court
order.The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday restrained the STF
from summoning and
interrogating the Delhi
Government Principal
Secretary (Home) R.
Narayanswami and the Delhi
Police Joint Commissioner
Ranjit Narayan in connection
with the tapping case.
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fter the four-day strike by the forum of employees

of the Airports Authority of India (AAI), most of

the airports had been reduced to garbage dumps.

That a majority of the flights were operated from
the second day of the strike was some comfort to the pas-
sengers, who were put to a lot of inconvenience and trouble.
On the third day itself, there were indications that the public
and political mood would make the continuance of the strike
difficult beyond a period. But even after the meeting with
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, the AAT employees did
not call off the strike. They had another meeting with Union
Civil Aviation Minister Praful Patel after an inconclusive
round of discussions in their forum. To Mr. Patel’s credit, he
did as much as he could to reassure the employees that their
jobs would be protected, their grievances addressed, and
their alternative proposal for modernisation considered for
other airports. But he made clear that the decision to go
ahead with the New Delhi and Mumbai projects would stay.
Having got such a comprehensive assurance, part of it in
writing, the employees were expected to withdraw the
strike. But apparently, there were some difference of opin-
ion among the unions, which perhaps explains why one
more day was needed for them to take that decision. The
backing that they got from the influential Left parties, whose
leaders also met the Prime Minister to discuss their de-
mands, has certainly helped the AAT employees reach this
far.

Aside from the core issue of whether the Government
should stop with just modernisation and not push for even
partial privatisation — on a Build Operate Transfer (BOT)
basis — the concerns voiced by the striking employees need
to be addressed. Now that a section of the employees and the
Anil Ambani-led Reliance group have challenged the Cen-
tre’s decision on awarding the Delhi and Mumbai airport
projects, the right thing to do will be to wait for the courts to
decide whether the procedures and processes followed were
in order. One key issue will be whether the decisions of the
Empowered Group of Ministers were in keeping with the
conditions laid down at the ‘Request for Proposal’ stage.
Having failed to clinch the deal, the Reliance enterprise is
not going to leave any stone unturned in asserting its rights
under the terms of the bidding. Considering the importance
of these two airports and the need to upgrade them to
international standards, it may be worthwhile pushing
ahead with this exercise through the legally correct forum.
Now that the AAI employees can pursue the option of their
alternative proposal for other airports, it is up to them to
convince the Government and the public that they can
design and build world-class terminals and facilities that
will be able to cope with future demands. A dialogue with
them will certainly make the process of modernisation of
airports much smoother.
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~ Airport strike called off -

New Delhi: The four-day-old strike by more than
20,000 airport employees that turned airports
across the country into near garbage dumps was
called off on Saturday evening after the Centre
gave the striking AAI workers a written assur-
ance that it would go into the issue of theirjob se-
curity on account of modernisation.

The strike against the modernisation of the
Delhi and Mumbai airports by private develop-
ers that barely affected flight schedules but led to
uncleared filth and garbage and overflowing sew-
ers was called off soon after the leaders leading
the protest met civil aviation minister Praful Pa-
tel. “In view of the assurances given by the gov-
ernment, I, as the convener, call off the strike,” M
K Ghosal, convener of the AAI Employees Joint
Forum, announced at a gathering of workers out-
side the Delhi airport. The workers will join duty
according to their shifts with immediate effect.

Earlier, breaking the news after his meeting

with a three-member delegation of forum lead-
ers, Patel said he was confident that the strike
would be called off and normalcy restored in air-
ports following his assurances to them. The AAI
leaders had met Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Friday and he appealed to them to re-
turn to work in national interest.

At the 90-minute meeting, Patel gave a written
undertaking that the Centre would set up a tripar-
tite panel to go into the issues and proposals of
modernisation of airports and employee-related
issues, including their job security. The committee
will comprise representatives of the ministry, AAT
and the joint forum (of employees). The letter said,
“In addition, it is also made clear that there will be
no no victimisation of any kind for participation
in the agitation.” Patel said, “I hope this letter will
assuage the feelings of all those connected with
the agitation and necessary steps will be taken to
end the stalemate immediately.” agencies
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"LINKS WITH CONG LEADER HELPED SURPASS TECHNICALITIE

Airport bidding rules twmted
to suit GMR, claims RSP+ -

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI '3 FEBRUARY

N what could give credence to allega-
I tion that the UPA government was

promoting crony capitalism, a con-
stituent of the Left on Friday said airport
modernisation bids were rigged to favoura
company close to a Congress politician.

RSP leader Abani Roy, who shot off a let-
ter to the Prime Minister, alleged the gov-
ernment changed the rules to favour the
GVK Group, which bagged the contract for
modernising Mumbiai airport.For the Delhi
airport, although the Reliance financial bid
was the best, GMR was selected.

The government gave GMR a chance to
match the best financial bid since it was
the “only” technically qualified bidder. It
treated all bidders as the same in the case
of Mumbai — something that helped GVK
win the Mumbai project. Reliance, which
was pushed out of the race, has moved the
court on the ground that the government
violated the tender conditions.

RSP appears to be in a agreement with
the allegation levelled by Reliance that
the government shifted the goalpost to
benefit GVK. “The Mumbai airport was
awarded to GVK consortium inspite of
the fact that its technical bid got low
marks. The decision was made on the ba-
sis of the highest financial bid, which is

contrary to the yardstick adopted for the
Delhi airport,” Mr Roy said in his letter to
the prime minister.

The Left leader then went on to allege
the government was prompting crony
capitalism. “I would like to bring to your
notice that the owner of the GVK Group,
GV Krishna Reddy, is very close relative of
a Central minister from Andhra Pradesh,
T Subbirama Reddy. Mr Krishna Reddy’s
sister is married to Mr Reddy and the
daughter of Subbirama Reddy is married
to Mr Krishna Reddy’s son,” Mr Roy said.

The Left leader said all these only
strengthened the charge that there was
no transparency in the bidding process.
He also sought the Prime Minister’s in-
tervention. Meanwhile, the Congress
strongly backed the government’s deci-
sion to modernhise airports.

In a stinging attack on the Left, Con-
gress spokesman said, “The politics of
protest” should end. “It is a democratic
country and we do not certainly object to
the right to protest. The government also
has every right to take a decision and it
has taken this decision in the interest of
the aam aadmi,” party spokesman Ab-
hishek Singhvi told reporters here. Criti-
cising the strike and protests by Left
backed trade unions, Mr Singhvi said:
“We strongly believe that in time and

place politics of protest has to stop.”

Left now finds
PM appealing

THE Left, which is desperately look-
ing for a face-saver to end the air-
port strike, appears to be clutching
on to the Prime Minister’s “appeal”
for ending the agitation.

While the Prime Minister held on
to his ground and made it plain
there would be no reversal of the
Cabinet decision to modernise Del-
hi and Mumbat airports, Left lead-
ers — who had three meetings with
government bosses — indicated
their willingness to call of the strike.

At all three meetings — two of
which were with Dr Singh — the
Left conveyed its anxiety to find an
immediate solution. Realising the
issue was deadlocked, Left leaders
had sought a meeting with Dr
Singh. At the meeting on Friday,
they urged him to meet striking em-
ployees. There was some hesitation
on Dr Singh’s part. He is understood
to have told the leaders that as civil
aviation minister Praful Patel was
handling the issue, there was no
need for any intervention by him.
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New Delhi: Indicating an end to their three-
day-long protests, the joint forum of the em-
ployees of the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) on Friday said it would “seriously” con-
sider Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's ap-
peal to call off the protest against the mod-
ernisation of the Delhi and Mumbai airports.

“The Prime Minister has appealed to us to
end the stir. We will seriously consider it. We
will meet soon to take a decision,” joint forum
convener M K Ghoshal told reporters after a
90-minute meeting with the Prime Minister.
Civil aviation minister Praful Patel and civil
aviation secretary Ajay Prasad also attended
the meeting.

Ghoshal said they were urging the Centre
to set up a tripartite committee comprising of-
ficials of the ministry, AAI and forum repre-
sentatives to study the alternate plan for mod-
ernisation of the two airports, the future of
AAT aud other related issues.

Earlier, Patel said the government had no
plans to privatise AAI and the Prime Minister
had assured the forum that no AAT employee
would lose his/her job. He, however, made it
clear that the decision to award the Delhi and
Mumbai airport contracts to GMR and GVK-
led consortia was final.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister held a
meeting with Left leaders on Friday hoping to
diffuse the situation. CPI(M) general secre-
tary Prakash Karat said the Prime Minister
had agreed to consider the alternative plan
for the modernisation of the Delhi and Mum-
bai airports that was submitted by the forum
to him last year. The plan gives the AAT there-
sponsibility of modernising the two major
metro airports. agencies

With the AAl protest entering the third day on Friday,
passengers were forced to queue up near garbage strewn
outside the Delhi airport
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| employees may give up fight

PM App%afs To Protesters As Situa%kWorsens In Airports

Reliance plea
hearing put off

New Delhi: The Dethi HC on
Friday deferred till Monday
the hearing on Reliance In-
dustries’ plea challenging the
airports bidding process.

The deferment came amid
scramble with the case being
tossed from one court to ap--
other. The matter was initiafly
taken up by a division bench .
of Chief Justice Markandéya
Katju and Justice Madan B
LoKkur as soon as they assem-
bled for the day. But the Chief
Justice, without making any
refharks, transferred it to a di-

* vision bench of Justices M K

Sharma and O P Dwivedi.
However, the court of Jus-
tice M K Sharma sought some
time to peruse the documents
relating to the case and sug-
gested that the matter be tak-
en up on Monday At this
stage, R Karanjiwala, counsel
for the GVK Group of Indus-
tries, intervened and urged
Justice Sharma to refer the
matter to another bench as he
did not want the it to be heard
by a bench that had Justice
Dwivedi as a member as it in-
volved judicial propriety be-
cause the judge’s daughter
was working with him. agencies
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Reliance
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moves HC
against bid

Seeks cancellation of entire
bidding process, flights normal

HT Corporate Bureau
New Delhi, February 2
HAVING LOST out in the race for
modernisation of Delhi airport
despite being the top financial
bidder, Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Alrports Developers moved Delhi
High Court on Thursday seeking
cancellation of the entire bidding
process, terming as “illegal and
arbitrary” the decision to award
the gontract to GMR Fraport. Late
on Wednesday evening it sent a
missive to the Empowered Group
of Ministers (EgoM)} members
stating that it was disturbed to
note how “GMR Fraport is being
favoured”.

1t stated that AAI chairman B.
Ramalingam and joirnt secretary,
civil aviation, Sanjoy Narayan —
who were both members of the in-
ter-ministerial group that vetted
the proposal — were both on the
board of directors of GMR-owned
Hyderabad International Airport
Ltd, hence alleging that there was
a clear case of conflict of inter-
ests. Asserting that the company
had emerged as one of the two
highest technically qualified bid-
ders for the two airports, he said
Reliance had also emerged as the
highest financial bidder for Delhi
airport. In its petition filed thr-
ough counsel Manali and Mahesh
Agarwal, the company sought
cancellation of the entire bidding
process stating that the decision
of the authorities o grant the
right to GMR-Fraport was “arbi-
trary and illegal” and made the
AAI, Union government and
GMR consortium respondents.

On Wednesday evening, the
company had protested to the
EGoM against the manner in
which they were informed at the
last minute of the changes in the
equest for proposal (RFP) or ten-
der conditions.

The scene at Delhi airport

Raw deal for passengers

AIR TRAFFIC was largely unaf-
fected on Day 2 of the nation-
wide strike by airport employees
but passenger amenities suf-
fered and travellers had to face
the ire of protestors who blocked
entry and exit points at termi-
nals, mainly in Delhi. Protesting
against the privatisation of Delhi
and Mumbai airports, protesting
employees blocked all entry and
exit points at the domestic ter-
minal in Delhi, throwing traffic
out of gear. However, flight oper-
ations were reported to be largely
normal. Airline officials claimed
air traffic was normal, but pas-
sengers arriving at the airport
complained of delays. Protesting
employees of the AAl, however,
vowed to continue their road
blockade until the government
withdrew its airport privatisation
plans. “The road blockade will
continue indefinitely”, Joy Lal,
joint general secretary of the AAI
Employees’ Union, said.
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'PM launches
rural job
guarantee

T }

- scheme ™

~iy .
Bandlapaili (AP); The
much-touted  rural job
guarantee programme of
the UPA government was
launched on Thursday
across the country with
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh ‘ormally kick-
starting it, saying it will
give the impoverished a
chance to live with dignity
and self-respect.

Simultaneously the Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (NREGA),
which the PM described as
the greatest achievement
of the Congressled gov-
ernment at the Centre, saw
the light of the day in 200
selected districts spread
over 27 states.

The entire country will
be covered within four
years,

Singh, in his address,
said though substantial
progress had been made by
the country, the problem of
unemployment and pover-
ty continued to haunt.
“The founding fathers of
our nation dreamt of a
country which was free
from poverty, hunger and
unemployment. It is a seri-
ous concern that many
people of the country still
suffer from the age-old
problems,” he said.
Terming the programme
as “historiz”, the PM said
his government had ful-
filled the promise made in
the National Common
Minimum Programme
(NCMP). In her speech,
UPA Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi said the pro-
gramme was “a new begin-
ning” towards poverty
eradication. agencies
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Flights normal on second -
- day of airport strike

Protesters Block
Entry, Exit
Terminals in Delhi

New Delhi: Air traffic was large-
ly unaffected on day two of the na-
tionwide strike on Thursday by
airport employees but passenger
amenities suffered and travellers
had to face the ire of protesters
who blocked entry and exit points
at terminals, mainly in Delhi.

Protesting against privatisation
of Delhi and Mumbai airports,
striking employees blocked all eri-
try and exit points at the domestic
terminal in Delhi which threw traf-
fic out of gear. However, flight oper-
ations were reported to be largely
normal. Airline officials claimed
that air traffic was normal, but pas-
sengers arriving at the airport coni-
plained of delays. The striking em-
ployees of the Airports Authority
of India (AAI), however, vowed to
continue their road blockade until
the government withdrew its air-
port privatisation plans.

L The
Delhi high court on Thursday restrained
the agitating employees from staging
any form of protests within a 500-
metre radius of the Delhi airport.

AURE NG U A

“The road blockade will contin-
ue indefinitely,” Joy Lal, joint gen-
eral Secretary of the AAI Emplov-
ees Union, said. Security was tight
at the airport in view of the strike
with personnel of the CISE the
CRPF and the Delhi police de-
ployed in large numbers. Passen-
ger amenities also took a hit at the
NSC Bose International Airport
in Kolkata where flight operations
remained almost normal, with

'}"ﬂr

Airports Authority of India employees lie in front of a mini van and block

the road during a protest outside the airport in New Dethi on Thursday

Reliance moves Delhi HC on bids

aving lost in the race for modernisation of Delhi airport despite emerging as the top

financial bidder, Anil Ambani’s Reliance Airport Developer on Thursday moved the
Delhi high court seeking cancellation of the entire bidding process terming it as “illegal
and arbitrary” the decision to award the contract to GMR Fraport. Immediately after
moving the court, a spokesperson for the company said “We have filed a petition in the
Dethi high court seeking faimess and transparency in the awards of the contracts of
both airports.” Asserting that the company had emerged as one of the two highest
technically qualified bidder for the two airports, he said Reliance had also emerged as
the highest financial bidder for the Dethi airport. The move follows the decision of
empowered group of ministers on Tuesday to give GMR-Fraport a choice between the
two airports provided they matched the top financial bid on the ground that the
combine was the sole technically qualified bidder scoring over 80 marks. agencies

most of the planes taking off and
landing as per schedule.
Passengers had to carry their
own luggage as conveyor belts
were not working, aero-bridge was
not in service, the toilets were
stinking and airconditioning sys-
tem was not functioning properly
in some pockets. Outside the ter-
minal buildings, the striking em
ployees continued their dharna
and shouted slogans against the

Centre’s decision to privatise the
two airports but flight operations
were not disturbed. In Mumbai, the
flight schedule was not disrupted
as police maintained heavy ban-
dobast and cordoned off the entry
point at the terminal building to fa-
cilitate passenger movement.

Two companies of Rapid Action
Force and extra police force were
deployed to prevent any untoward
incident, police said. agences
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TFight of fancy ./

LAYING HARDBALL can take
on various forms. The Left’s pre-
ferred version happens to be the

one that’s wrapped in a fervent -

demand for social justice. Not only does
this serve the purpose of our commu-
nists doing something -— anything — to
remain under the spotlights, but it also
makes them come across as a righteous
lot doing their bit to save the ‘unprotect-
ed masses’ from the onslaught of State
aggression. The latest proletarian show
is the agitation unleashed by airport em-
ployees, backed by Left parties, against
the Delhi and Mumbai airport moderni-
sation programme launched by the cen-
tral government. The Left has already
started displaying its usual calisthenics
by insisting that it is not against mod-
ernisation but against the project going
into private hands. Considering that
the Airports Authority of India’s track
record is there for all to see, this is noth-
ing short of being a dog in the manger.
The agitation — that the protestors in-
sist isnot a ‘strike’ but a ‘stop-work with-
out a timelimit’, the difference being too
subtle for the rest of us to figure out —
has already made Indians think twice
about air travel in this country. Civil Avi-
ation Minister Praful Patel has clearly
stated that there is no fear of an en
masse retrenchment. According to the

terms of the contract, all AAl employees
in Delhi and Mumbai will be on “com-
pulsory three-year deputation” to the
two private companies, after which at
least 60 per cent of the workforce will be
absorbed. This is not something that has
been chalked out in a shadowy board-
room, but an issue that’s out in the open.
So what is the reason for the Left’s
heavy-duty arm-lailing? The only an-
swer we can think of is that, once again,
it is playing to the gallery.

Used to a work culture that considers
productivity and efficiency to be mere
digressions — if not downright obsta-
cles — the Left has held a whole nation
to ransom. It is creditable that Mr Patel
has stated he will continue to try to
bring around the agitators and convince
them that the government has no nefar-
ious plans up its sleeves. But he must
also be prepared to take stern action if
things get out of hand. A strike of this
nature in a sector that is bursting to ex-
pand is not a matter to be taken lightly.
The Civil Aviation Ministry alone can-
not handle such an eventuality. If need
be, the entire government and the prime
minister should step in and take action.
India can’t be held hostage to the whims
of 22,000 AAI employees; a nation needs
to be served. Surely, this is something
that the Left can understand.
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Five Hurt As Cops Wield
The Baton To Disperse
Mob At Mumbai Airport

New Delhi: Protesting the privatisation of the
Delhi and Mumbai airports, hundreds of work-
ers of the state-owned Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) began a nationwide indefinite strike
on Wednesday. However, flight schedules re-
mained unaffected except in all the places ex-
cept Kolkata, where the Air Traffic Control
(ATC) had declared the airport “non-opera-
tional”.

The ATC at Netaji S C Bose international air-
port in Kolkata issued a notam (notice to air-
men) in the afternoon saying no flight can take-
off or land. The order came after fire brigade
personnel and those in charge of lighting at the
runway joined the agitation. The ATC was
forced to issue the notice as these two services
are essential for landing and take off.

In Mumbai, the AAT strike was marred by vi-
olence on Wednesday with the police resorting
to lathi-charge to disperse workers on a sit-in at
Chhatrapati Shivaji terminus here.

At least five persons, including a policeman,
were injured after the police resorted to lathi-
charge to stop the employees from breaking the
police cordon in their attempt to enter the air-
port terminal building. “Five persons were in-
jured in the commotion following the lathi-
charge, but no one was injured in the lathi-
charge,” said DCP Ravindra Shengaonkar.

However, the AAI employees’ union claimed
that about 25 people were injured and taken to
Nanavati Hospital and other nearby medical
centres for treatment. In fact, the cops had tore-
sort to lathi-charge thrice. First to prevent
workers from breaking the cordon, then to stop
them from entering the airport and finally to
disperse the agitators as they blocked the car
parking area to disrupt passenger movement.

Joint secretary of the AAI employees’ union
Nitin Jadav, however, condemned the police
lathi-charge and claimed it was unprovoked.

After the lathi-charge, workers dispersed but
returned after a while and once again staged a
sit-in dharna at the airport entrance. However,
the air traffic and passenger movement re-
mained unaffected as air traffic controllers did
not join the strike. Most airlines, including Jet
Airways and Indian, reported normalcy of
ﬂig}yperations. Agencies d

Violence in city, flights hit in Kolkata

A policeman (top) thrashes a protestor at
Chhatrapati Shivaji airport in‘Mumbai while thé
Indian Airlines counter (below) at the Bangalore

airport wears a deserted look with the staff
staying away from work
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Bidding process gets
cahinet seal

he Union cabinet on Wednesday approved of the

bidding process for the modernisation of the Delhi
and Mumbai airports. While GMR-Fraport will revamp
the Delhi airport, GVK-South African airports consortia
will do the Mumbai job. “The process of bidding deait
with by the empowered group of ministers on the
basis of the recommendations of the inter-ministeriai
group and the group of technical experts was
reported to the cabinet. The entire process of bidding
was approved,” parliamentary affairs minister P R
Dasmunshi told reporters after the cabinet meeting,
chaired by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. Asked
about the questions raised by Reliance about the
biding process, he said, “Any Individual, group or
industry has the right to go to court. The cabinet does
not discuss these matters.” agencies
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Batons ca

Statesman News Seryice

NEW DELHI/MUMBA]I,
Feb. 1. — Employees of
the Airports Authority of
India began their indefi-
nite strike today to protest

the privatisation of Delhi -

and Mumbai airports. In
Mumbai, police and
Central Industrial Security
Force personnel baton
charged the protesting
employees this morning
outside the Mumbai air-
port when they attempted
to break a determined bar-
ricade and force their
entry into the premises.
About 22,000 employees
gathered outside the air-
port shouting slogans
against the sell-off. They
turned more aggressive
and a section of them
started throwing stones at
the security personnel
which invited instant
response with a moderate
baton charge. That the
agitators were blocking
entrance for the passen-
gers was given as the justi-
fication for the baton
charge. According to AAI
Employees’ Union joint
secretary Mr Nitin Jadhav,
about 25 women agitators
received injuries and were
treated at nearby Nanavati
Hospital. He echoed the
Delhi agitators when he
said the workers were bent
upon indefinite strike and
were in no mood to relent
unless the Union govern-
ment rescinded the pri-
vatisation decision.
Workers shouted slo-
gans and burnt effigics of
Prime Minister  Dr
Manmohan Singh, UPA
chairperson  Mrs  Sonia
Gandhi and civil aviation
minister Mr Praful Patel at
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport. The
Palam branch secretary,

Airport Authority
Employees Union, Mr
Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Feb. 1. —
The Prime Minister, Dr
Muanmohan Singh, decla-
red today that India atta-
ched great importance to
having most friendly rela-
tions with Pakistan and st-
ressed that history and des-
tiny obliged both to “stay
engaged” to sort out differ-
enees.

Answering a wide range
of questions on India’s
external relations — from
Pakistan to - US-India

Pramod Sharma, said:
“Unless the government
heeds our demand to with-
draw its decision to priva-
tise Mumbai and Delhi
airports, we will not stop
our agitation. We are
ready to even sacrifice our
lives. We are only oppos-
ing handing over the mod-
ernisatio process to pri-
vate players. The AAl is
fully capable of doing
that.”

The AAI officers associ-
ation also started a relay
hunger strike. Though Air

't beat airport employees

iy

A traveller laden with baggage walks to catch a taxi outside the domestic terminal of Indira Gandhi Internaticral Airport in New Delhi.
(Right) Airport Authority of India employees protest outside the Mumbai auport OnWednesday — AFP & UNI

AAI files caveat

NEW DELHI/MUMBALI, Feb.1. — The Airports Authority of Ingia
today filed a caveat in Bombay High Court, Delhi High Court and
Supreme Court saying that they should be heard in the matter if
a petition is filed challenging sanction of bids for privatisation of
Mumbai and Delhi airports. The International Airports Authority of
India Officers’ Association also moved the Supreme Court
against a Delhi High Court verdict dismissing its petition
challenging government's decision to allow 74 per cent private
equny in joint ventures for mudernlsatlon of asrpor s.—PTI

Traffic Controllers are not
on strike, the ATC guild
has expressed solidarity
with the agitating workers.

Earlier in the day, about
500" members of the
Airports Authority
Employees” Union staged
a sit-in agitation. They
blocked the exit terminal,
leading to chaos. Police
intervention led to heated
exchanges and clashes.
The roadblock was even-
tually clearcd and normal
traffic flow was resumed
after sometime. According

to sources. nearly 80 per
cent of personnel were on
strike with house-keeping
work  being  affected
severely. Authorities have

sought help from Sulabh
International. Delhi
Police, Central Industrial
Security Force and
Central Reserve Police

Force were deployed at
the airport to monitor the
situation.

Meanwhile, AAI direc-
tor-general Mr BK Arora
said that the stir did not
affect airport operations.
“All flights ran as per
schedule and there were
no reports of any passen-
ger being  inconve-
nienced,” he stated.

The air traffic at
Mumbak airport was unaf-
fected despite the agita-
tion since the Air Traffic
Control personnel report-

‘History, destiny make India, Pak stay together’

nuclear cooperation and its
stand on the Iran issue at a
nationally televised press
conference here, Dr Singh
said: “I do not wish to min-
imise the difficulties (invol-
ved in India’s ties with
Islamabad), but 1 believe
the destiny and history of
our two countries oblige us
to stay engaged,” he said.
“We have to stay engaged
despite the difficulties that
may be on the horizun. |

attach great importance to
having the triendliest possi-
ble relations with Pak-
istan,” he stressed.
Responding to a question
on Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf’s report-
ed remarks at the World
Economic Forum at Davos
that the two countries were
enemies, Dr Singh said:
“We can choose our
friends. but we have no
choice when it comes to our

neighbours.” He said the
government was committed
to a “pragiatic and practi-
cal” solution to all out-
standing issues including
Jammu and Kashmir. but
made it clear there was no
question of transterring any
Indian territory in the
process.

On the positive side, he
noted that there had been

real progress in\‘lcrms of

greater  people-to-people

contact, bus services con-
necting cachi other and
opening up of five points
along the LoC, all of which
had helped long divided
families on either side to
meet.

About  tackling the
Kashmir problem, he said
the government was willing
to interact with all shades
of opinion in the state pro-
vided they were ready to
eschew violence, recalling

that he had already met a
number of separatist lead-
ers such as Yaseen Mallik
and Sajjad Lone.

He said India had a
“legitimate” claim for a
permanent seat in an
expanded UN - Security
Council and said there was
a growing recognition
worldwide about this but
admitted there could be
“some difficulties on the
way”. He also spoke about

ed for work. Passenger
check and luggage clear-
ance went off without a
glitch.  Only services
affected were ground han-
dling, cleaning and electri-
cal maintenance.
Bagdogra airport too felt
the heat owing to the agi-
tation. Air Deccan can-
celled its flight from
Kolkata to Bagdogra
today and the Jet Airways
flight for Kolkata, which
was scheduled for take off
at 1.45 p.m. from Ba-
gdogra left five hours late.

India’s growing relations
with countries across the
world, particularly the
USA, Ascan, China, Sing-
apore, Thailand, South
Africa and Brazil.

‘India under no pressure’
India is not acting “under
any type of pressure” on
foreign policy issues, inc-
luding the nuclear deal with
the US and Iran’s referral
to the Security Council, he
said. There was “no ques-
tion of bending” to the
USA over civil nuclear
agreement, the PM said.



Airport employees stage

protest demonstrations
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Nod for selection of firms for Delhi, Mumbai airports revamp

Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI: The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the selec-
tion of two consortia for mod-
ernisation of the Delhi and
Mumbai airports, even as em-
ployees of the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) across the
*country staged demonstrations
against the privatisation deci-
sion.

However, air services
throughout the country re-
mained by and large unaffected.

Civil Aviation Secretary Ajay
Prasad said operations of all do-
mestic airlines remained normal
in most parts of the country.
There had been no drop in pas-
senger loads carried by airlines.

Disruption in Kolkata

Only Kolkata witnessed some
disruption. This was mainly be-

cause some personnel were not
able to man the fire engines, “We
have to ensure the safety of pas-
sengers,” he said.

Mr. Prasad said the Govern-
ment had explained to the AAI
employees the steps being taken
to protect their best interesi:
even after the modernisation
process began. '

The two succes:i} bidders
have agreed to absorb 60 per
cent of the AAI staff, though the
Government had mandated that
they need to absorb only 40 per
cent of the workforce. Besides,
the process will see the AAI grow
and have more revenues to focus
attention on developing more
airports,” he said.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Praful Patel told re-
porters after the Cabinet meet-
ing, chaired by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh: “The Cabinet

has accorded its approval to the
report of empowered Group of
Ministers (eGoM) on Delhi and
Mumbai airports modernisation
and restructuring plan. The final
approval has been given. The
process will now move ahead.”

The eGoM, headed by Defence
Minister Pranab Mukherjee, on

*“Hiesday cleared the financial
bids of GMR-Fraport and GVK-
South African Airports consortia
for the Rs 5,200 crore airport
modernisation projects.

To ensure that the flights to
Kolkata returned to their nor-
mal schedule at the earliest, Mr.
Patel said, he had requested the
West Bengal Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya to
help in maintaining normality at
the airport.

More reports on Page 12

THE Hinpy

02 +:8 2006



wIE A 23| ﬁW@ﬁﬂw

Ramrvaefr wiftg «izarE & an SR-Fe ) &
S @ Fve 13 e 12 wyR swsy w3 [t
@2 e [Kamawes s s
2efifAe SIte2 ANATIA SR 2B ST @R
TR ST i Mewefn sEfRafen Braw
TR AN Wil Jiweeem aesly Swae o
AGT e Qs wafE S e 3o xR afice
2303 | WHIET KR NCA2 (0o AR | &
42 FRTHE Rmawaefire Fasrer o ewgsd)
et TR 208 QIRCANGT ©1F T FRE Fe
farer smica @2 Farsiel fafes 230e g & 91, @1 A
FIRIAS AW IS ACa1 o, Favra ey 7l
e faoet® RiScaee 9ty @2 wieifs coitem,
TR} GF FAY Tz (el 5TF A1, [l e ete Az
e wivfen saalt = =@ o e
fafacael, stz 230a afeics 27, R AWIE THFR
sfcerE| VR Rt Remews swes Jeew
wfewele Wg, SR SieH, siared Afelt w3
TBGIEB e 230 =T @S (2T S| IS @
e ffacea sfne wod 3fa wfomg, <@
fafies o3l 75 e Rt ok, afafas
arare 2 feam sffeeifer sare wbrR arares
qifSaz| == e, Rien el kamsgr e s
7T RRefem Som o1 aifSaig| 3 sifafXfere
@ (reeTa eoetE R efle KRR 93 SfRFieae
T TG, @3 T GFAG (TG ABIBR UTeg
SRR FRCS AR | Rk syFieas S
e WA w2 130 3w AE: «F, wwifa e
FH, A 43, (@FRIEFA | (FHT FIPII TSI
ifé S1fafFfS 3 Fewcar Song @R o Swe
I ~ifse SyfaFieaet 9183, (7 e wew wieet | widfle,
IS AUTE GO T wemea @Rl [
% ATl AoAba YE-SrER I AT 1|
Sz mmRefate FEals e s Wive
TIRR, ST 92 Praics e Y wfoaw g3
wigite (e oy wdmfes wfe 23w ooy, e
ATARPH 92 I T WSS ez
TS TE (@ AS (NREA, O T 267 Ffed
T @2 H© [eres 75| IETE weEifes Al
AR TS I Gl S srara woefie 22AE|
% S I et Rfceidionr a6 23, sere
fafecae sface (s w9 W G Aanaices wiF
facaifeea YA 23re 23@, O™ XE SR
fafritsa gry o6t TemE 330, (3 B wWeWw
AfFM AW WE @ @ ewerd owag [
fafacarsa e ameRioe [evaRe [rafies 2fegm
~ace AfiE Qe gigen zew R[vw 7ez) aweigion
Tmd wfvremE wee [fcaee e s @
I 22T fes, OIR] YHIECS i fom i Fifoa M
TG, G2 IS AN NI SRCS FACTTS 7gs W
To-Ann FfaEcg, 9FWig ANAT) shTereice: FE
sifatTal WA W IR e 7T ANHATIHa @3
WHE (A TICE AP B, (72 TR FOS FRAI
28 THIRA9l| @ AT T4 IT AR (1w fafcae
=S SR FRAE, T @2 Fo ARPIFIR ST
lcena e F sifawie e Ffive o, o1 aae
@ty T aEsgern w1, W 1 4w, ot afare 7,
oMl A wg w3 e oifte w4, sieime
ratfes qid virod 2303 TE)

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA



Airport projects
head southwards

GMR, GVK Set To Bag Delhi, Mumbai Contracts

" \

Airport employees raise slogans outside Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan, the aviation ministry office where the meeting on
the mordenisation of airports was held, in New Delhi on Tuesday

New Delhi: Two South India-
based industrial groups GMR and
Reddy’s GVK are all set to get the
contracts for modernisation of
Delhi and Mumbai airports re-
spectively.

Even though GMR-Fraport was
the second highest financial bid-
der for the modernisation of the
two metro airports, with an invest-
ment of about Rs 5,400 crore, it is
going to opt for Delhi by matching
the top bidder, Reliance-ASA in
terms of revenue share to govern-
ment, sources said.

GMR-Fraport was given the op-
tion to match the top bidder at ei-
ther of the airport, as it was the
sole technically qualified bidder
among the five aspirants for Delhi
and six for Mumbai airports. In
the process, GMR which had bid
43.6 per cent revenue share for Del-
hi would match that of Reliance’s
46 per cent.

For Mumbai, Reddy's GVK
emerged as the top bidder offering
a revenue share of 38 per cent, fol-
lowed by GMR 33 per cent, DS
group’s 28.12 per cent and Re-

liance’s 21.33 per cent. A final deci-
sion on awarding of the contracts
would be taken later by the em-
powered Group of Ministers, head-
ed by Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee.

Losing Delhi airport project to
rival GMR-Fraport consortium de-
spite emerging as the top financial
bidder, Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Alrport Developers on Tuesday
lashed out at the bid process, say-
ing changes in tender conditions
hours before the final decision
were ‘untenable’.

Immediately after the financial
bids for the Rs 5,400 crore airport
modernisation projects at Delhi
and Mumbai were opened, a Re-
liance spokesperson said: “To our
utter shock and surprise, substan-
tial changes to the published ten-
der conditions have been telephon-
ically communicated, in strange
circumstances, barely two hours
before opening of financial bids.
“We are advised these changes are
a complete departure from the ten-
der conditions and are untenable,”
he said in a statement.

A spokesperson of DS group, yet
another aspirant for the two air-
ports, declined to comment. GMR-
Fraport, the sole technically quali-
fied bidder in the race, was given
the option of choosing one of the
two airports and matching the
highest bidder and accordingly, it
matched Reliance’s 46 per cent rev-
enue share bid for Delhi airport,
although the group had finished
second with 43.64 per cent.

GMR was also the secord-high-
est bidder for Mumbai airport
with a revenue share bid of 33 per
cent, behind top bidder GVK who
had quoted a revenue share of 38
per cent. Stating that the company
was among the two highest techni-
cally bidder for both the airports,
the Reliance spokesperson said
that the last-minute changes were
a complete violation of tender con-
ditions as stipulated in request for
proposal (RFP).

“There was no provision in RFP
or tender condition to give any
bidder an option to match the high-
est bid, that too selectively for only
one airport,” he said. Agencies

|AF men on

standby as

employees
threaten strike

New Delhi: Indian Air Force
personnel, including air traf-
fic controllers, have been put
on emergency standby in
view of the threat to go on
strike by Left-controlled Air-
ports Authority of India Em-
ployees unions.

A defence ministry
spokesman said all IAF air
traffic  controllers and
ground controlling staff
have been told to be on 24
hours standby in case the
unions carry out their threat
and disrupt civil flight oper-
ations.

The Airports Authority of
India Employees Joint Fo-
rum on Tuesday threatened
to stop work immediately af-
ter formal announcement of
the contract for modernisa-
tion of Delhi and Mumbai
airports. As soon as formal
announcement of the bids
are made, airport employees
and officers across the coun-
try would stop work, M K
Ghoshal, convenor of the Fo-
rum said.

In a bid to assuage the agi-
tated employees, Union civil
aviation minister Praful Pa-
tel said all employees were
mandatorily going on depu-
tation for three years to the
two airports. The two suc-
cessful bidders had agreed to
absorb a minimum of 60 per
cent of employees working
at the two airports, although
they were asked to take a
minimum of only 40 per cent
of the employees after a
three-year period. The AA[
would retain 10-15 per cent of
the workers.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment could consider impos-
ing Essential Services Main-
tenance Act (ESMA) to pre-
vent any disruption of air
traffic. Sources said the op-
tion to impose ESMA was
open in case the employees
went on a flash strike. How-
ever, no decision has been
taken as yet.

The civil aviation min-
istry headquarters at Rajiv
Gandhi Bhavan here, which
also houses the AAI head of-
fice, was under a virtual
siege by police and paramili-
tary personnel, even as hun-
dreds of employees gathered
there for a lunch-hour
demonstration. agences
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Phone-taplllng serious crime: SC

[, Times News NETWORK (

New Delhi: After criss- crossmg
the country to build up opinion
against the tapping of his
phones, Samajwadi Party leader
Amar Singh on Tuesday got un-
expected support from the
supreme court which agreed
with him and termed the matter
“very serious”.

Issuing notices to the Union
ministries of telecom and home,
Delhi government, Delhi Police
Commissioner and others on his
petition, a bench comprising
Chief Justice Y K Sabharwal
and Justices C K Thakker and R
V Raveendran said it seemed
that further guidelines were re-
quired to be laid down.

FiINDS SUPPORT: Amar

Giving two weeks’ time for fil-
ing a reply, the bench said for
the time being it was not issuing
notices to Congress and other
telecom operators, who have
been made respondents by
Singh in his writ petition.

The court had initially issued
notices to all. But at the request
of Solicitor General G E Vahan-
vati, it limited the notices only
to the ministries, leaving out

THET

26,

Congress and other private tele-
com service providers.
Appreciating the concerns of
counsel Mukul Rohatgi and Ra-
jinder Sachar, who appeared for
the SP leader, the bench said if
phones were being tapped on the
basis of forged letters, then “we
should lay down guidelines to
see what more precautions be
taken in future to stop this”. It
asked the parties to keep politics
out of the serious issue. “We are
not today on a political issue. Let
none take political mileage of
it,” the Chief Justice said.
Sharing the court’s concern,
the SG said that the government
was holding high-level meetings
to put in course a possible mech-
anism to stop illegal tapping.

IMES OF INDIA
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At present only 323 phones
were under surveillance, he
said, evoking request from the
petitioner to provide the court
with the names of those whose
phones were being tapped.

“Not at the present,” the court
came to the rescue of SG, and
asked him to file an affidavit
about the steps being taken by
the government to meet the chal-
lenge posed by technology.

The SG said that when the SC
in 1997 laid down the guidelines
on phone-tapping, there were
only two service providers. At
present, there is a proliferation
of service providers and tech-
nology has taken a quantum
leap, he said, agreeing with the
SC for additional guidelines.
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“Tap was

stmg,

not

°_o 9
politics™®
Home secy says probe still
on, rules out Congress hand

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 14

THE GOVERNMENT on
Saturday dismissed the
possibility of any “politi-
cal motive” behind the
phone tapping of Samaj-
wadi Party leader Amar
Singh and said it was a
mere sting operation.

Home Secretary VK. Du-
ggal said the report recei-
ved from Delhi Police chief
K.K. Paul states that the
case was a sting operation
organised by a private de-
tective for monetary and
other gains.

Duggal ruled out the in-
volvement of a political
party or a polizical person-
ality in the case. Police
probe, he addad, had also
given a clean chit to the
Centre and the Delhi Gov-
ernment. Both Amar Sin-
gh and UP chief minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav
have been targeting Cong-
ress president Sonia Gan-
dht alleging that she had
issued directions for the
phone tapping.

Duggal said the probe,
still in progress, revealed

Amar Singh

IT’S STILL ON

W I7"S HOGWASH
Amar Singh said the
“sting operation claim
was a hogwash”

B CONGRESS HITS BACK
Ambika Soni said one
shouldn’t base charges on
mere hearsay

W ANOTHER PROBE
Mulayam has ordered the
UP police to conduct a
parallel probe

that the docurnents on which the tapping was permitted
were forged. The Delhi Police special cell, meanwhile,
questioned Ashok Chaturvedi, the head of Flex Indus-
tries. Amar Singh had told the police on Friday that
Chaturvedi had tipped him about the phone tapping.
“He told me 1 should meet a person called Rahul who
had told him about it,” Singh had said. Chaturvedi told
the police that Rahul had told him about the phone tap-
ping. Rahul is none other than Anurag Singh, who has

been arrested in the case.
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orts modernisation
cts by month-end

Details not known as minutes need to be signed by EGoM chief

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The process of mod-
ernisation of Delhi and Mumbai
airports inched forward on
Tuesday with the Empowered
Group of Ministers (EGoM) de-
ciding to award the contracts for
total revamp of the two metro
airports by January 31.

The minutes of Tuesday’s
meeting that reiterated the Gov-
ernment resolve to go ahead
with modernisation and restruc-
turing of the two airports
through the joint venture route
would need to be signed by
EGoM Chairman and Defence
Minister Pranab Mukherjee, be-
fore the details are known.

After the EGoM meeting,
Minister of State for Civil Avia-
tion Praful Patel announced the
deadline for the award of con-
tracts for the two projects, esti-
mated to be worth Rs. 5,500
crores,

Mr. Patel rejected a suggesti-

« All issues resolved, no
re-bidding, says Praful
Patel

 Financial bids to open in
a day or two

= EGoM held to consider a
revised report: from the
expert committee

on that there could be re-bidding
in view of the valuation contro-
versies.

The Minister said financial
bids would be opened in a day or
two, adding that the contracts
for the two airports would be
awarded within the deadline.
The EGoM was held to consider
a revised report from the expert
committee, headed by Delhi
Metro Chief E. Sreedhararn, on
the basis of a clarification sought
by the EGoM earlier this month.

On how many bidders would

be shortlisted, Mr. Patel said:
“Let the minutes be finalised
and signed by the EGoM Chair-
man. We have considered all the
views that were expressed in the
matter, including those of the
Committee of Secretaries, the
panel led by E. Sreedharan and
various others. All issues have
been resolved. There will be no
re-bidding. The modernisation
of both the airports will start.
They will be modernised
through the joint venture route
and final details would be an-
nounced shortly.”

The shortlisted bidders would
have to form two joint venture
companies with the Airports Au-
thority of India for the devel-
opment of the two airports.
Besides Mr. Mukherjee and Mr.
Patel, other members of the
EGoM are Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram, Commerce Min-
ister Kamal Nath and Law Min-
ister H. R. Bhardwaj.

The EGoM decision comes in

THE HINCU

the wake of opposition by Left
parties who have been against
the “privatisation” process, with
the latest development being a
letter shot off by Revolutionary
Socialist Party leader Abani Roy
complaining of lack of transpar-
ency in the process.

The Left has asked the Gov-
ernment to put the process on
hold and hand over the task to
AAL

The EGoM is understood to
have discussed possibilities of
broad-basing the criteria for the
bid process in the light of the
recommendations  of  the
Sreedharan-led Group of Emi-
nent Technical Experts, so as to
allow more than one bidder for
each of the two metro airports. If
the proposal for broad-basing
the criterion is adopted, the bids
of GMR-Fraport, Reliance-ASA
(Mexico), D. S. Construction-
Munich Airport and GVK-South
African airport are likely to be
considered as per the rankings.
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Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Samajwadi Party lead-
er Amar Singh was on Friday
questioned by the Delhi Police
special cell in connection with
the illegal tapping of his tele-
phone His friend, an Uttar Pra-
desh-based industrialist, who
had purportedly tipped him off
about the tapping, will be sum-
moned later as he expressed his
inability to appear due to “health
reasons.”

Mr. Singh arrived at the Lodhi
Road office around 2 p.m. to an-
swer queries about the identity
of the man who informed him
about the tapping. Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Special
Cell) Karnal Singh was present
to question him. Sources said
Mr. Singh told the police that his
close friend, Ashok Chatwrvedi,
owner of Flex Industries in Noi-
da, had a month ago informed
him that his Reliance Infocomm
telephone was being tapped.

Mr. Chaturvedi is said to have
told Mr. Singh that a person by
name Rahul met him recently
and told him that some people
were tapping Mr. Singh’s tele-
phone,

Mr. Singh reportedly inquired
from the officers about the three
accused, Bhupender, Anurag
| Singh and Kuldeep, who have
| been arrested in the case.
| After a two-hour guestioning
session,Mr. Singh said: “The po-
lice have arrested only small
fries so far. The mastermind is

It is only to tie up loose endsin the case: police

Police question Amar Singh
on phone tapping ,©

LA
;/\( {

i

Samajwadi Party leader Amar Singh arriving at the
Special Cell of the Delhi Police in connection with the
telephone tapping issue, in New Delhi on Friday.

PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

still at large.”

He alleged that his telephone
was being tapped by Central in-
telligence agencies.

Mr. Chaturvedihas been ad-
mitted to Fortis Hospital in Noi-
da and can be questioned only
after doctors declare him fit.

Police said they questioned
Mr. Singh only to “tie up loose
ends.”

Investigations indicate that
Rahul was none other than An-
urag Singh, who has already
been arrested. He has a detective

THE Hik: Y

agency at Connaught Place and
was said to be an expert at com-
puter-related probes.

1t is alleged that he came to
know about the tapping from
Bhupender, the owner of Metro
Intelligence Agency,who, ac-
cording to the police, had got Mr.
Singh’s telephone tapped with
the help of Kuldeep.

The police are looking for Vi-
jay Dhawan, a freelance detec-
tive, who operated as a link
between Kuldeep and Bhupen-
der.
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Modern

EGoM to take final decision

on bids today

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: After missing the
deadline of December 31, the
process of modernisation and
restructuring of Delhi and
Mumbai airports is likely to re-
ceive a shot in the arm with the
Empowered Group of Ministers
(EGoM) scheduled to meet here
on Thursday to take a final deci-
sion on the bids.

The meeting of the EGoM,
headed by Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee, comes in the
backdrop of the Sreedharan
committee report which recom-
mended that the Reliance bid for
participating in the modernisa-
tion and restructuring process of
the two major metro airports be
rejected as it did not meet the
stipulated benchmark of 80 per
cent based on a set of technical
criteria. Reliance had tied up
with ASA Mexico to bid for the
two metro airports.

Report submitted

The report by Delhi Metro
man E. Sreedharan was submit-
ted to the Government on Tues-
day and if the EGoM decided to
go along with it, the only one left
in the race would be the GMR
group. Earlier, the global advis-
ers to the project had recom-
mended that only GMR and
Reliance wers eligible to partici-
pate in the process as their tech-
nical bids were above the
laid-down minimum criteria.
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» If this is accepted, then
only the GMR group will
be in the race

» Manmohan had called for
adhering to the January
31 deadiine

The process of modernisatios
and restructuring of the Delb
and Mumbai airports would re
main on track. Prime Ministe
Manmohan Singh gave a firm in
dication to this effect to Ministe
of State for Civil Aviation Prafu
Patel on Tuesday night. Dr.
Singh is learnt to have told Mr.
Patel to keep the process on
track and adhere to the deadline
of January 31 for finalising the
bids. The Left parties have been
asking the Government to scrap
the process, suggesting that the
Greenfield approach for devel- |
oping the two airports be consid- |
ered and the public sector
Airports Authority of India
(AAT) also be given a chance.
‘Objectivity in report’ |

The Sreedharan panel was ‘
constituted by the Government
to advise the Committee of Sec-
retaries, headed by Cabinet Sec-
retary B.K. Chaturvedi, on the |
airport modernisation process. |
“There is a certain amount of
objectivity in the report. It de- |
cided to evaluate only one of the }
six bidders that fell shor¥'of min- |
imum criterion.
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< Govt ‘cleared’
/of tapping *"
/ol tapping, " .
CPM for probe
_ Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Jan. 10, —
The Delhi police, in a
repor: to the Union home
ministry, gave a clean chit
to the Centre over its
alleged role in tapping of
phones of Samajwadi Party
leaders. Three people.
including two owners of
private detective agencies,
have been arrested in the
tapping case so far.

The CPI-M Politburo
member, Mr Sitaram Yech-
uri, said “the CPI-M is not
making charges of phone
tapping. However, some
political leaders have lev-
elled some allegations and
they should be investigated
properly in accordance
with the Prime Minister’s
statement that the charges
will be probed.”

Mr Yechury said since
several private players have
come into the telecom field
in the recent past, the gov-
ernment should “evolve
certain rules and proce-
dures so that these private
parties cannot misuse the
system”. Speculation is rife
that a Bill may be intro-
duced in the Budget ses-
sion of Parliament to stop
phone-tapping.

Meanwhile, in a veiled
criticism of SP leader Mr
Amar Singh, the Prime
Minister today said it was
“very unfortunate” that
the names of the
Congress president, Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, and his
office are being dragged
into the episode. Dr
Manmohan Singh’s com-
ments came a day after
Mr Amar Singh apolo-
gised to him for dragging
some PMO officials into
the controversy. The PM
said phone tapping
should never take place
except in cases relating to
national security.

More reports on page 5

THE STATESMAN
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. CPM wants law
on phone tapping

"Our Political Bureau
5 INEW DELF 10 INUARYG X
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J voices making phone-
tapping allegations, the
CPM today said there was no
political party that did not sus-
pect its phones were breing
tapped. Therefore, the party
demanded a legislation to en-
sure that tapping was done
only in “national interest”.
CPM polit bureau member
Sitaram Yechury said that
while such suspicions had ex-
isted for over 40 years — al-

/‘;'g\ *

/
OINING the chorus of

leamt for the government,
which has raised the FDI cap
in the telecom sector to 74%.
He also recalled that the Left
parties had warned the gov-
ernment about security impli-
cations of allowing private
players and said the dangers
have increased manifold now.
Alter meeting with Mr Singh,
Mr Karat also said the phone
tapping indicated a conspiracy
and asked the government to
order an inquiry into it.
When asked today if he
ever felt his phone conversa-
tions were being spied, Mr

YECHURY

luding to former prime minis-
ter Chandra Sekhar’s allega-
tions of Indira Gandhi tapping
his phones while he was still a
Congress Working Commit-
tez member in the 70s —
there were no private telecom
operators carlier. “With the
entry of private domestic op-
erators and international
players in the telécom sector,
the government should set
down proper rules and proce-
dures for them,” he said.

Less than a week back, the
CFM had come outin support
of SPleader Amar Singh. CPM
general - secretary Prakash
Karat turned the telephone-
tapping controversey into a
bigger policy issue by repeat-
ing the Left's pet anti-FDI
theme. Mr Karat had said
there was a “lesson” to be

ba; ;
Yechury replied that he had
telt it several times. However,
he soon added that irrespec-
tive of the party in power, all
political parties harboured
such suspicions. Mr Yechury
talked of two instances when
governments were toppled
over spying scandals — the
RK Hegde government in
Karnataka in 1987 and the
Chandra Sekhar government
in 1991.

The CPI has asked the
government to come clean
on the issue in the wake of
allegations made by leaders
of several opposition parties.
CPI leader D Raja had
said the reports of phone tap-
ping were a matter of “serious
concern” and that the govern-
ment  should “set the
record straight”.

ymie Times
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PARTY SAYS ADVANI'S PHONE WAS BUGGED
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Jan. 9. —
The phone-tapping con-
troversy continues to
rage. with the BJP today

joining the fray by alleg-

ing that the phones of
scveral senior leaders,
including Mr LK Advani,
had been recently tapped
by the Centre.

“Senior leaders of the
BIP received credible
information four davs ago
that the (land-line) phones
of Mr Advani had been
tapped during the Volcker
controversy. Details have
been provided to BJP
leaders,” party spokesman
Mr  Prakash Javedekar
said today, cchoing the
allegation voiced by the
senior BJP leader, Mr M
Venkaiab Naidu. He said
Tamil Nadu chief minister
Miss [ Jayalalitha and for-

mecr Andhra Pradesh chief

minister Mr N
Chandrababu Naidu hav-
ing expressed doubts
based on “credible infor-
mation” that their phones
were tapped, “the matter
has become serious.”
And to add fuel to the

fire, yet another non-
Congress Opposition
party, the Akali Dal,

today said former Punjab
chief minister Mr Prakash
Singh Badal’s phones too
had been bugged. Indeed,
the allegations of the
Samajwadi Party and Mr
Amar Singh now seem to

Assassination
plot alleged

KANPUR / NEW DELHI,
Jan. 9.— The Uttar
Pradesh chief minister, Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav, today
alleged the Congress and a
top industrialist of the
country had hatched a plot
to kill him and he would
disclose the details at a
“suitable” time. The

Supreme Court today
issued notices to Mr Yadav
and other members of his
family on a petition alleging
that they had amassed
wealth more than the known
sources of income. — PT!

have found takers across
the spectrum,

On his return from a hol-
iday in Jaisalmer, Mr
Advani told reporters at
Dethi airport: “When [ was
in Jodhpur, I was told that
my phonces too had been
tapped when the Volcker
Report came. But I am not
aware of it. 1 will find out.
This is a serious issue
because this matter went to
courts and the Supreme
Court issued stern direc-
tives which we used to fol-
low when in government. 1
don’t recall a single similar

- -~

JP joins
tapping call

incident during the NDA’s
six-year tenure.” The BIP
said the Congress-led UPA
government should come
clean on the issue and
party  president  Mr
Rajnath Singh demanded
an all-party meeting to
decide on an “impartial
probe” into tine phone-tap-
ping episode.

Dismissing such allega-
tions as a “populist contro-
versy”, the AICC general
secretary, Mrs Ambika
Soni, questioned the BJP’s
motive in “waking up” to
the issuc afier a long time.
“Mr Venkaiah Naidu is
recalling today that Mr
Advani’s phones  were
being tapped a few months
ago,” she said, asking him
whether he had then
lodged any complaint. The
Congress  spokesperson,
Mrs Jayanti Natarajan,
said: “The BIP is so bereft
of ideas that it is now
forced to borrow Amar
Singh’s allegations.”
Charging the BJP with
“politicising” the matter,
Mrs Natarajan said: “The
timing of the BJP’s charges
is suspect.”

Mr Amar Singh today
moved the Supreme Court
seeking a judicial probe
into the case.

Meanwhile, Trinamul
supremo Miss Mamata
Banerjee said in Kolkata
today that her phone and
those of her party leaders
were being tapped at the
behest of the Left Front
government.
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Now, BJP
sees a bug

in Advani /

telephone

ta ~
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 9

L.K. Advani on Monday became
the latest politician to be high-
lighted as a phone-tapping victim.

The chorus of allegations got
louder, the list of new victims
longer, as Mamata Banerjee and
two Punjab leaders followed Amar
Singh, Mulayam Singh Yadav, Jay-
alalithaa and Chandrababu Naidu
as self-professed victims.

In Advani’s case, the allegation
came from the BJP, which said
his landlines were tapped during
the Volcker heat. The other lead-
ers made their allegations them-
selves. Mamata blamed “the
CPI(M)” (who else?) for eavesdro-
pping on her calls. In Punjab,
Parkash Singh Badal and Sim-
ranjit Singh Mann blamed secu-
rity agencies, but chief minister
Amarinder Singh dismissed their
charges.

BJP  spokesman Prakash
Javadekar said, “Party leaders
received credible information
four days ago that the phones of
Advani and other leaders were
tapped during the Volcker contro-
versy.” He demanded a probe.

Advani stopped short of agree-
ing. “When I was in Jodhpur, 1
was told that my phones had been
tapped. But I am not aware of it.1
will find out. This is a serious is-
sue,..I don’t recall a single such
case during the NDA’s six-year
tenure,” he said.

The Centre dared the BJP to
lodge an FIR. “We can take action
only if an FIR is lodged, not on
the basis of the allegations lev-
elled in the media,” minister of
state for home Sriprakash Jaisw-
al said. The Congress mocked the
BJP, saying it was “merely jump-
ing onto the bandwagon”.

Amar Singh took his charges to
Supreme Court and made it clear
his war was against Sonia and
not Manmohan. He apologised to
tne Prime Minister for dragging
the names of some PMO officials.
“T have mentioned only those who
have been close to 10 Janpath. If
the PMO is hurt over what I have
said, I offer my apology.”

Reacting to Amar Singh'’s case,
the minister of state for home
said, “Let him go anywhere.”

See also Page 4
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Amar Singh moves
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SC on phone 'tap

Names Congress President And
Reliance Info Among Respondents

New Delhi: Carrying forward his
charge on the telephone tapping issue,
Samajwadi Party leader Amar Singh
on Monday knocked at the doors of
the supreme court seeking a judicial
probe into the entire incident.

He filed an application before the
registry for a direction to prosecute
those found guilty in the probe.
Among the eight respondents, the
SP general secretary has named
Congress party through its presi-
dent and private telecom major Re-
liance Infocomm. Besides the two
ministries—telecom and home— he
has also included Dethi government
and Delhi Police.

Singh claimed
that apart from
his telephone,
the personal
telephones  of
Uttar Pradesh
chief minister
Mulayam Singh
Yadav and his
son Akhilesh Ya- {4
dav, whoisaLok H:ii\CXRKEs
Sabha MP, were being also tapped.

The SP leader also referred to the
reported statement of Tamil Nadu
chief minister exepressing concern
on the issue of phone tapping of op-
position leaders. “A full fledged and
honest investigation must be car-
ried out to unearth the conspiracy
behind illegal phone tapping and
this can be done by an impartial ju-
dicial inquiry and not by investigat-
ing agencies like the CBI which are
under the control of the parties in
power at the Centre,” Singh said in
the application.

He alleged that his phones were
intercepted in violation of the guide-
lines of the apex court and the pro-
visions of the Indian Telegraph Act
and Rules. Singh said that the guide-
lines laid down by the apex court
were aimed at preventing the arbi-
trary exercise of the powers con-
ferred under Section 5(2) of the Act
as it would amount to serious viola-
tion of an individual’s fundarnental
right to privacy.

He said with the tremendous ex-
pansion of mobile services and the
entry of private players in the tele-
com sector, it was necessary to
strictly enforce the guidelines laid
down by the apex court. He cited the
1996 judgment of the apex court
which said that an order of the tele-

Advani's phlbuhe
was tapped: BJP

New Delhi: In a new twist to the phone
tapping controversy, the main opposition
BJP on Monday alleged that the
telephones of many of its senior leaders,
including leader of opposition L K Advani,
were tapped during the Volcker
controversy.

“According to the information, many
telephones of several senior party
leaders were tapped
during the Volcker
controversy,” party
spokesman Prakash
Javadekar said.

He said that the
government should
come clean on the
issue. Party vice
. - Pl president M Venkaih
Naidu had made similar allegation in
Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday.

Earlier, Tamit Nadu CM J Jayalalithaa
and former Andhra Pradesh CM N
Chandrababu Naidu had joined
Samajwadi Party leader Amar Singh in
alleging that their phones were being
tapped. BJP deputy leader in Lok Sabha
V K Malhotra had demanded a probe by
a joint parliamentary committee into the

telephone tapping allegations. agencies -

phone-tapping in terms of the provi-
sion of the Act cannot be issued ex-
cept by the home secretary and
home secretaries of the state gov-
ernment.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police on
Monday carried out raids in some
parts of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
in connection with the tapping of
the telephones of SP leaders in
search of the mastermind behind
the operation.

Similar raids had been carried
out earlier to nab the person on
whose direction the letters of senior
police and government officials
were forged to enable the tapping of
phones of Amar Singh, police
sources said in Delhi.
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FINANCE MINISTER P. Chidambaram doffed his hat to
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs).

The reason: their remittances were proving to be the
most stable source of private funds flowing into the coun-
try and a key factor in catalysing development here. The
balance of payment (BOP) position was no longer a cause
for concern with reserves standing at a ‘healthy’ $137 bil-
lion, he said.

The country has moved to the top position in terms of
remittances from migrant workers with an inflow of $21.4
billion in 2004 and likely to cross
$25 billion in 2005, the finance min-
ister told NRIs at the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas, on Saturday.

B.R. Srikanth
Hyderabad, January 8

In the queue

Chidambaram launched “Insta
Remit”, an integrated remittances
gateway to help the Indian diaspo-
ra send money to places in the
country within 24 hours. The re-
mittance gateway was developed
by the ministry of overseas Indian
affairs in partnership with UTI
Bank and Doha Bank. It provides
faster and cost-effective means for
the diaspora to send money from
anywhere to India within 24 hours.
The system was demonstrated to
the delegates by UTI Bank chair-
man PJ. Nayak and Doha Bank
CEO P. Seetaram.

Chidambaram assured the NRIs

There are 8, 000
people waiting to
get Overseas Indian
Citizen card. Oscar
Fernandes, minister
of state for over-
seas Indian affairs,
said. The majority
of them were from
the United States.
“We expect around
50,000 more appli-
cants for overseas
Indian citizenship,”
Fernandes said.

that the government would pursue “sensible economic poli-
cies” to ensure that the economy surges ahead at a decent
pace, adding “you can send the money to your families with
greater confidence”.

The economic reforms would continue for fiscal pru-
dence, controlling fiscal deficit and inflation, liberalising
trade and investing in physical and social infrastructure.
The government plans to amend the Reserve Bank of In-
dia Act in order to strengthen the banking regulatory

mechanism.
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Crorepati guru guns for No. 1

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Lucknow, Jan. 7: Whether he
is talking of things spiritual
or temporal, Baba Ramdev
likes to think in “crores”.

So, yoga is “Bharatiya
swabhiman, karoron sal pu-
rana vigyan (the pride of
India, a science one crore
years old)”.

And his ambition is to set
up a Rs 100-crore “Patanjali
yog peeth” and become, his
followers say, the country’s
tallest guru eclipsing the
likes of Mahesh Yogi and
Rajneesh.

The swamli in his early for-
ties is believed to make crores
from his Divya Yog Mandir
Trust, which runs a hospital,
“pharmacy”, herbal garden
and a cowshed in Hardwar, be-
sides a chain of residential
“Vedic schools” across north
India.

But the silver tongue that
built the empire in just 10
years by promising magic
cures finds it just as easy to
fashion persuasive “socialist”
slogans, as the CPM has found
out to its chagrin.

“Bargar ka matlab barba-
di (burgers mean ruin),” the
Baba advises his followers.
“Maggi ka matlab kire ho jana
(eating Maggi will turn you
into insects).”

As for the soft drinks man-
ufactured by multinationals,
they are no better than toilet
cleaners. So what’s a healthy
diet? Vegetables and milk, of
course.

That has had the “anti-
multinational” Mulayam Sin-
gh Yadavs and Lalu Prasads
eating out of his hands, split-
ting the CPM’s “secular” alli-
ance. Dividing the men of sci-
ence had been just as easy.

The Baba had come under

fire a few months ago from em-
inent doctors and rationalists.
Dr Purushottam Lal, a cardiol-
ogist with Delhi’s Metro Hos-
pital, said the yoga guru’s cla-
im that “he can cure critical
heart blocks has led to several
heart attacks”.

He warned that practition-
ers of traditional medicine
should be closely monitored
because “some patients devel-
op slow heart rate and low
blood pressure after taking
their medicines”.

In no time, the Baba had
found specialist doctors to en-

Ramdev defeds his trust ata news conference in Lucknow. (PTI file picture)

dorse his claims. Dr K. Mish-
ra, senior heart specialist with
Lucknow’s Sahara Hospital,
was one.

The Baba’s yoga books now
proudly quote him: “Yoga is
more effective in curing dis-
eases than other systems.
Yoga has given miraculous re-
sults in curing cancer and hep-
atitis B. Yoga, Ayurveda and
allopathy are now linked to
one another.”

Which is why his associ-
ates scoff at CPM leader Brin-
da Karat's campaign to brand
him a fraud whose “herbal”

cures are laced with animal
parts and human bone powder.

“The Baba's dream (of
emerging India’'s no. 1 guru) is
unlikely to be spoilt by these
controversies,” says a smug
Swami Adbhutananda.

The Baba, in true “godm-
an” style, does talk about “aw-
akening the self” and medita-
tion, too. But what has earned
him the faith of millions is pri-
marily his “medicines” and
the “yoga-made-easy” courses
taught through cassettes, CDs,
books, television and the Net.

The price for a first-hand

Crown

view is rather steep. Make en-
quiries about attending any of
his yoga camps and you are
told to contact Punjab Nation-
al Bank for registration.

A front row seat costs
Rs 2,100 and a view from the
back Rs 251. The average fee
for a city doctor is about
Rs 200.

The Baba says his high
ideals justify the high rates. 1
take the money for a sacred
cause and for nation-building.
I'have to build the yog peeth (at
Bhadarabad near Hardwar) to
serve the people.”

What about the charge that
he doesn’t pay his labourers?

“An ashram is not an in-
dustry,” he explains coolly.
“Those who work for me are
not workers but volunteers.”

His associates believe his
star is on the rise. Ramdev has
powerful friends across the po-
litical spectrum.

While N.D. Tiwart. Uttar-
anchal’s Congress chief mini-
ster, praises him for “popular-
ising Hardwar and Uttaran-
chal abroad”: Mulayam salu-
tes the guru for “curing people
through yoga and Ayurveda,
vindicating our traditional
science”.

They as well as the BJP
chief minister of Rajasthan.
Vasundhara Raje, have prom-
ised to make Ramdev's voga
books compulsory reading in
schools. Jharkhand's Arjun
Munda, too, is an admirer.

Ramdev, a Haryanvi. is
said to have studied Sanskrit
grammar, Ayurveda and Vedic
philosophy at the gurukul
of an acharya named Baldev.
He became an ascetic and.
on the strength of “severe
austerities” in the Gangotri
caves, achieved “self-realisa-
tion” and acquired “extraordi-
nary powers”.
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Industrialist
- MP behmd
Otap: Amar

Says Sonia’s Got Phones of
Other Leaders Too Tapped

New Delhi: Under Congress
attack over the phone-tapping
issue, embattled Samajwadi
Party general secretary Amar
Singh on Friday demanded
that the tapes purported to
show him in poor light be
made public and alleged that
a big industrialist and a jour-
nalist-turned-MP were in
volved in the “ consplracy

“I am not afraid
of blackmail and
will expose those
behind the entire
operation,” he said,
addressing a press
conference  here
soon after he in-
formed Prime Min-
ister Manmohan
Singh about the in-
dustrialist and the
MP behind the operatlon
“The campaign against me
has been produced and di-
rected by 10 Janpath,” Singh
said, claiming that at least 60
tapes involving leaders of
different political parties, in-
cluding the BJP and the Con-
gress, were in the possession
of Sonia Gandhi. He said he
would meet non-Congress
leaders soon to caution them
about the tapes.

He alleged that the phone-
tapping operation had been
executed by AICC general
secretary Ambika Soni, for-
mer Sonia aide Pulak Chater-
jee, principal secretary (ho-
me), Delhi government, R
Narayanswami, the journal-
ist-MP and several others as-
sociated with 10 Janpath. The
Congress and the Centre have
already denied the charge.

Singh, who met TN CM
Jayalalithaa on Thursday,
said he would also meet
President Abdul Kalam,
TDP chief Chadrababu
Naidu, Bihar chief minister
Nitish Kumar and other
non-Congress leaders. With-
out naming the journalist,

Singh said he was openly
distributing video cassettes
of the alleged conversation
he had with several people,
including “family members,
film stars and politicians”.
Saying that he feared for
his life, Singh said, “If the
industrialist could provide
Rs 80 lakh for the tapes, he
could also give Rs 10 crore to

| will drag all
concerned to
court and prove

— AMAR SINGH

kill me.” Claiming that the
supreme court directives on
the Telegraph Act were not
being implemented properly,
he said he was seeking legal
opinion on whether he could
file a case against Reliance
Infocomm, the service pro-
vider for the telephone al-
legedly tapped.

Taking objection to AICC
spokesperson Ambika Soni

describing him a “fund raiser™*™

and Majnu”, he said, “She
has no right to question my
morality or fund raising.
Soni is calling me Majnu. I,
too, can talk about her char-
acter. Only my wife and
daughters can question my
morality” Taking a dig at
railway minister Lalu Prasad
for demanding that the tapes
be made public, Singh said he
agreed with chara chor (fod-
der thief) and Soni. “First, let
Sonia, Lalu, Ambika and Ra-
jiv Shukla address a press
meet and name the persons
behind it. On the one hand,
they say the tapes have been
forged, on the other they de-
mand that it must be made
public," he said. Agencies
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Ramdev men clash with Left

New Delhi: Supporters of yoga
Swami Ramdev on Thursday took to
the streets protesting the allegations
levelled against their guru by CPM
leader Brinda Karat, leading to clash-
es outside the Left party’s office
which prompted the police to resort
.to a mild lathicharge.

The protestors and CPM activists
pelted stones at each other when a
delegation of Arya Samaj sought to
present a memorandum taking objec-
tion to Karat’s charges about animal
parts being found in medicines pro-
duced at a pharmacy run by the Swa-
mi. The protestors also burnt an effi-
gy of Brinda Karat outside the CPM
office. One person was injured in the

stone pelting incident, deputy com- -

missioner of police New Delhi) Ani-
ta Roy told reporters here.

Arya SamaJ members had also tak-
en out a march to protest Karat’s
charges, but they were stopped by the
police about a kilometre away from
the CPM office, she said. “We have de-
tained several protestors, who are not
members of the Arya Samaj, but free-
lancers who had raised slogans de-
nouncing Karat,” Roy said.

She said a delegation of the Arya
Samaj had gone to the CPM office to
present a memorandum to register

gctmsts

their protest gver allegations against
the Swami when a few “freelancers”
joined in and Baised slogans. CPM ac-
tivists shouted slogans against the po-
lice for “escorting” a delegation of
Arya Samaj members, who had come
with a copy of the memorandum for
submission at the Left party office.
The CPI on Thursday condemned
the attack on its offices in the Delhi
and Lucknow by the followers of Swa-
mi Ramdev. “What the followers of
Ramdev are doing is nothing but
sheer violation of the law of the land.
It needs to be condemned squarely.
So-called godmen and gurus are not
above law, and not above disclosures
about their business. The obvious in-
stigators behind the attack must be
caught,” the CPI central secretariat
said in a statement in Delhi. agencies
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Phone tapping
. issues .

i

he cé‘ﬁtr\versy over the tapping of the telephone of

the Samajwadi Party General Secretary, Amar

Singh, is a disquieting reminder of the urgent need

to review the safeguards of the surveillance sys-
tem. The circumstances of the case, in which a private
detective and an employee of a private telecom company
have been arrested, suggest that it is a very serious matter.
The charge that Mr. Singh’s phone was tapped cannot be
rebutted, as Congress representatives have sought to do, by
insinuating that it was levelled to settle political scores.
Neither can it be convincingly dealt with by declaring that
the Home Ministry is conducting an in-house inquiry into
the matter. Such responses suggest a cover-up. A full-
fledged, honest investigation must be carried out to unearth
the conspiracy behind the illegal phone tap. Over the past
two decades, controversies over telephone tapping have
broken out intermittently. President Zail Singh accused the
Rajiv Gandhi Government of bugging Rashtrapati Bhavan
telephones. Ramakrishna Hegde was forced to resign as
Chief Minister in 1988 following an uproar over phone
tapping of his political rivals. In 1990, Chandra Shekhar,
who was to become Prime Minister soon, alleged that his
telephone was tapped by the National Front Government.
These are only the high-profile cases.

Even if the truth varies from case to case, the general
pattern of allegations suggests that those in power are not
averse to bending the law when it comes to tracking tele-
phone conversations. Surveillance through the interception
of messages and conversations may be necessary under
certain circumstances, especially when terrorism is a live
threat. The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 gives the Centre and
State Governments the power to intercept any message in
case of a “public emergency” or “in the interest of public
safety.” It was to prevent the arbitrary exercise of this power
that the Supreme Court framed guidelines in 1996 to regu-
late such surveillance. Observing that illegal phone tapping
was “a serious violation of individual privacy,” the Court laid
down the following conditions: orders for taps must orig-
inate at the Home Secretary level; such orders must apply
only for alimited period; and they must be issued only when
the required information cannot be collected by other
means. With the tremendous expansion of mobile phone
services and use, the advances in snooping techniques, and
the entry of a number of private players into the telecom
sector, it is necessary to review the 1996 safeguards rigor-
ously, from the standpoint of citizens’ rights. There are two
sets of problems that need to be resolved here. One is the
apparently frequent abuse by intelligence agencies of their
limited, supposedly regulated legal power. Such abuse is
made easier by the obligation imposed on mobile service
providers to make dedicated surveillance lines available to
the agencies. The other set of issues arises from the new
technological capabilities available for privatised, freelance,
rogue tapping. If India is not to become an eavesdropper’s
paradise, there must be a serious attempt to tighten the
regulations that govern the tapping of telephones and crack
down on violations of the citizen’s right to privacy.
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= TAMIL NADU CM SAYS HER PHONE IS BEING BUGGED TOO m AMAR TO MOVE SC

Jaya joins tap dance

Statesman News Service

———

CHENNAI, Jan. 5. —
- Adding considerably to the
political heat generated
generated by the phone-
tapping row kicked off by
Samajwadi Party leaders,
Tamil Nadu chief minister
Ms Jayalalitha today said
she felt that her telephones,
too, were also being tapped
by the Centre.

“I have so far refrained
trom making this public
because I knew that there
would be a flat denial by
the Centre,” she said in a
statement after
Samajwadi Party leader
Mr Amar Singh called on
her at the state secretari-
at here. Ms Jayalalitha
demanded an immediate
and impartial probe into
the phone-tapping.

Mr Singh said today
that he would move the
Supreme Court for an
impartial investigation.
He seems to have had a
very fruitful meeting with
Ms Jayalalitha. After a
30-minute meeting with
Ms Jayalalitha at the state
secretariat, the SP leader
said he had been assured
of the chief minister’s
unwavering support as
“she was a victim herself
and this was the first case
where people had been
caught red-handed.”

“I do not want to make
this political. But interfer-
ence in the personal life of
individuals is condemnable.
What happened to me can
happen to anyone,” said
Mr Singh, who repeated his
contention that he did not

consider the CBI capablc
of fairness. He said he
expected at™least Mr Mr
Singh was on his guard
against questions about the
formation of a third front at
the Centre. He said he did
not want to mix politics into
his meeting with Ms
Jayalalitha. Yet, he called
the Central coalition an
“opportunistic one” and
said there was a need for a
strong alternative. “There

THE STATESMAN

Madam looke so boved

is a need for a strong alter-
native alliance. The Left
parties have to be a part of
it,” Mr Amar Singh said,
admitting that numbers
mattered more nowadays
than ideology.

qsked if  his party
plarined to; discuss the
phone-tapping row with the
DMK, Mr S™gh said he did
not wish to s the commu-
nications imnistry was a
party to the SP’s complaint
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heading it. “But I am not
blaming them,” said Mr
Singh. He criticised the
Congress  spokeswoman,
Mrs Ambika Soni, without
naming her.

Giving the  Prime
Minister a clean chit on the
matter, Mr Amar Singh
remarked : “The constitu-
tional authority is con-
cerned. But the unconstitu-
tional authority is quite

SAN 200§

gleeful over the matter.”
He said he would meet the
President, the  Vice-
President, the Prime
Minister and thc Rajya
Sabha leader on the issue.
The phone-tapping issue
acquired a new dimension
today with Mr Lalu
Prasad coming out in sup-

port of Mrs Sonta Gandhi
and embarrassing the
Samajwadi  Party by

demanding that the con-,

tents of the recorded con-
versations of SP leaders,
including Mr  Amar
Singh, be made public.

One more_person has
been detained in connec-
tion with the phonc-tap-
ping case. He is an_ussoci-
ate of Blupendra who
was arre‘ted on 30
December Bhupendra
has been —>manded in
judicial cvstody till 7
January. °*
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Probe an
politics in
guru clash

Ramdev.

of medicine.

taranchal’s Hardwar.

case,” Ramadoss said.

Calcutta.

cer to impotency.

medicines.

amined,” Ramadoss said.

The minister said high
levels of calcium and phos-
phorous were found in two

samples.

If found guilry by Uttaran-
chal authorities of mislabelli-
ng his medicines as purely he-
rbal, Ramdev could be charg-
ed under the Drug and Cos-
metics Act, the minister said.

In Agra, Uttar Pradesh

New Delhi, Jan. 4: Confirm-
ing that the herbal medicine
samples provided by Brinda
Karat tested positive for ani-
mal and human parts, the Cen-
tre has asked the Uttaranchal
government to carry out an in-
dependent probe into allega-
tions against the drugs pro-
moted by yoga guru Swami

The popular television
guru, however, found support
at two ends of the political sp-
ectrum. The Samajwadi Party
and the BJP felt that the con-
troversy is linked to an attem-
pt to malign traditional forms

Union health minister An-
bumani Ramacloss said the Ut-
taranchal government has
been requested to carry out
fresh tests as the samples
given by Karat were not lifted
directly by the Centre. Ram-
dev’s pharmacy is based in Ut-

“CPM leader Brinda Karat
supplied those samples to us,
which we got tested. Now we
have asked Uttaranchal’s drug
controllers to investigate the

The tests were done at
three centres, including one in

Ramadoss said the alleged
samples of Ramdev’s impoten-
cy drug contained animal and
bone parts. Ramdev’s pharma-
cy stocks herbal medicines
that claim to treat conditions
ranging from epilepsy to can-

Ramdev has dismissed the
allegations, saying he was
being framed by multination-
als opposed to his indigenous

“There are several issues.
We did not pick the samples.
She (Karat). being an MP, sup-
plied those samples to us and
it was my duty.to.get them ex-

N S ':, H
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chief minister Mulayam St

gh Yadav said he was with
Ramdev on the issue as the
yoga guru had taken up cudg-
els against multinational drug
companies. Ramdev was also
promoting indigenous medi-
cines, the chief minister said.

Mulayam Singh’s traditi-
onal foe, the BJP, too, saw in
the controversy an attempt to
“destroy” Indian faith in
Ayurveda.

BJP spokesperson Prak-
ash Javadekar flashed copies
of Karat’s statement and the
health ministry’s letter. “Whe-
re does the letter say that hum-

Textbook
Jaipur, Jan. 4 (PTI);: The BJP
government in Rajasthan
today decided to introduce a
Class X1 textbook, Jeevan Ka-
ushal Shiksha, which inclu-
des a chapter on yoga by Swa-
mi Ramdev.

“It is not a sex education
course but to make adolesce-
nts aware of their biological
changes, medical and health
tips, and behavioural and
personality development,”
education minister G.S. Ti-
warti said.

The book would be taught
compulsorily by male and fe-
male teachers in all govern-
ment and private schools fol-
lowing the curriculum of the
board of secondary educa-
tion. But “no examination
will be conducted on this sub-
ject”, Tiwari said.

’én skulls and animal parts are

being used in medicines pro-
duced in Divya Yog Pharmacy
owned by Baba Ramdev?” Jav-
adekar asked. “There is a de-
liberate attempt here to desty-
oy Indian faith in Ayurveda.”

The RSS tonight said the
controversy is a “conspiracy
hatched by retrograde Leftists
to demean reputed persons of
Bharatiya culture”.
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Uncover plot
in tapping-
Issue: Karat

Amar Singh to meet Jayalalitha

NEW DELHI: CPI (M) general secre-
tary Prakash Karat on Wednes-
day termed the alleged
phone-tapping of Samajwadi
Partyleader Amar Singh asa “se-
rious matter” and demanded a
proper investigation.

Emerging from a meeting
with Mr. Singh, he told reporters
that “it has been established that
through a private telephone
company tapping has been done
illegally. There should be a prop-
er investigation to uncover the
conspiracy behind it.”

The Samajwadi Party leader
met Mr. Karat in a bid to mobil-
ise the support of the non-Con-
gress political parties on the
issue and apprised the latter
about the tapping operation by a
detective agency.

He sought the CPI (M)’s sup-
port to the SP demand to expose
those who were behind the tap-
ping. He said the issue con-
cerned not just any particular
party or individual.

Mr. Singh told the media that
he had ‘learnt’ that the CBI,
RAW and IB had held a meeting,

- where two persons at the level of
the CBI Joint Director gave in-
structions to “fix him once and
for all.”

The Samajwadi Party leader
intends to meet in Chennai on
Thursday noon Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, one
of the three CMs the party wants
to probe the matter.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mulayam Singh had de-
clared at a press conference here
on Tuesday his mistrust of the
CBI and sought a probe into the
phone tapping case either by his
state’s Special Task Force orby a
trio of West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
Ms. Jayalalithaa and Bihar Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar.

Mr. Mulayam Singh had vehe
mently defended Mr. Ama
Singh’s conversations with some
film actresses, saying that he had
the right to privacy. These tele-
phonic conversations had been
reportedly tapped.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister termed the incident as “a
grave threat to national securi-
ty”, and said he would also raise
the issue with President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Lok Sabha
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
and Vice President Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat. He wanted a
probe by a joint Parliamentary
committee. — PTI, UNI

Manmohan

Aarti Dhar

PORT BLAIR: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on
Wednesday said tapping of
telephones was a Sserious
matter” and it should be
given a thought.”

There are no two opinions
that there should be no tap-
ping of telephones,” he said
when asked to respond to the
demand of Uttar Pradesh
. Chief Minister Mulayam
Singh that a special task force
be constituted to look into
tapping of phones.

Dr. Singh said he learnt
about Mr. Singh’s demand
from newspaper reports. He
had been away from New
Delhi for the past two days
and was yet to ascertain the
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Brinda sees
skeletons in
Yogi pillbox

foo
SUTIRTHO Patranobis (| 1 9& B

New Delhi, January 3

SWAMI RAMDEV, whose popular
yoga classes are beamed to lakhs of ! f
Indian homes daily, came under a :
cloud of controversy on Tuesday :
after CPI(M) leacler Brinda Karat :
alleged that ayurvedic medicines
manufactured at his Hardwar-ba- :
sed pharmacy contained human ;

bone powder and animal parts.

Citing a health ministry lab repo-
rt on two medicines used for treat- : §
ing epilepsy and impotency, Karat P :
said, “The impotency drug contains : B . d R
i br
wder. Bone and sikull powder was hln as

:char
person said a complaint had been : ge
i lmpotency drug
had not mentioned the ingredients :

i manufactured at

of two medicines sent by Karat. ! Swami Ramdev’s

“Tests have been done and the rep- { Hardwar-based
Uttaranchal goverriment,” the spok- pham.‘acy
i contained

Ramdev’s Divya Yogi pharmacy i powdered testicles

at Kankhal manufactures over 160
types of medicines, which, he clai-

testicles of animals, crushed to po-
also detected.” A ministry spokes-

received that Ramdev’s pharmacy

ort has been made available to the

esperson said.

S

of animals, bone
and skull powder

ms, can cure acidity, impotency and |

even control cancer.

Six months ago Karat had col- :
lected two medicine samples from
the pharmacy and sent them to the
health ministry for testing. The i
samples were then sent to three i
Central Council for Research in :

Ayurveda and Siddha labs.

On December 29, Xaratreceiveda : |4
letter from the department of : |8
AYUSH (Ayurveda, yoga and natur- | |
opathy, unani, siddha and homeopa- : §
thy) saying the samples revealed “a :
violation of licensing and labelling
provisions of the Drugs and Cos- | |1 L
metics Act (DCA), 1940”. It added .
- Swamis

the “licensing and labelling provi- :

In Lucknow, Ramdev told re- defence
porters he was open to any kind of
inquiry into the contents of the inauiry into
ayurvedic  medicines.  About | co%ter{ts of the
Karat’s allegations, he said an at- :

tempt was being made to frame medicines. Alleges

him under pressurs from MNCs | MNCS were

: framing him as
i their business was

that action should be taken under

sions of chapter 4A” of the Act.

whose businesses had suffered be-
cause of his ‘swadesi’ campaign.

(With ‘inputs from Lucknow,

Open to any

hit by his ‘swadesi’

Dehradun) | campaign
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MULAYAM CALLS INVESTIGATIONS A COVER-UQ/

1ti-Cong vein

SP taps an

‘\.,“

atosman Newa Sarvica Qi

NEW DELHI, Jan. 3. — The con-
troversy over the tapping of the
telephones of Samajwadi Party
leaders, including Mr Amar Singh,
acquired a new dimension today
with Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav advocat-
ing an inquiry by the STF or by any
non-Congress chief minister - Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, Ms J
Jayalalithaa or Mr Nitish Kumar -
while rejecting the suggestion of a
CBI probe.

He dismissed as a “cover up” the
Centre’s investigations into the
case and stuck to his charge that
Ms Sonia Gandhi had mastermind-
ed the operation to glean informa-
tion about the SP’s political plans
by eavesdropping on its leaders’
conversations.

The Congress as well as the
Union home ministry have dis-
missed these allegations as “base-
less and unfounded”, with the for-
mer accusing the SP leader of voic-
ing such charges “periodically”.

LA

One more arrested

NEW DELH, Jan. 3. — One more-
person was arrested today in connection
with the alleged tapping of the
Samajwadi Party leader, Mr Amar
Singh’s telephone. The accused,
Kuideep, is an empioyee of Reliance
infocomm. According to sources, he
made it easy for the main accused,
Bhupendra, to access Mr Singh’s
telephone number and tap it. He has
been remanded in poiice custody for
three days. — SNS

Addressing a press conference
here, Mr Yadav criticised the home
minister, Mr Shivraj Patil, for his
stand and announced his party’s

THE STATESMAN

intention to speak to the President,
the Vice-President, the Prime
Minister and the Lok Sabha
Speaker about the matter.

The UP chief minister also
released two letters purportedly
written by the principal secretary
(home), Delhi Government, Mr R
Narayamwaml and the joint com-
missioner, Delhi police, Mr Ranjit
Narayan, to a nodal officer of a pri-
vate telecom operator recently,
urging interception of some phones
(belonging to SP leaders) for public
safety and in the national interest.

The home ministry has said that
this was “prima facie a case of
forgery”. The Delhi police also
filed a case of forgery and arrested
a private detective in this connec-
tion a few days ago.

The UP chief minister told non-
Congress leaders to beware of the
“designs of the Congress” to tar-
nish their image. Mr Yadav said the
SP would demand a joint parlia-
mentary committee probe. He said
the controversy had raised ques-
tions about the security and safety
of the country.



Man with Reliance connection held

Strange link
in phone tap

OURBUREAU

New Delhi, Jan. 3: Mu-
layam Singh Yadav raised
the tone of his attack on
the Centre for allegedly
tapping his and his aide
Amar Singh’s phones, but
in a strange twist police ar-
rested a second person in
the case who has a Reliance
Infocomm connection.

Reliance Infocomm is
owned by Anil Ambani, a
close friend of Amar and Mu-
layam Singh.

“He is an employee of
Reliance Infocomm,” said
Karnail Singh, the joint
commissioner (special bra-
nch) of Delhi police, referring
to the arrested man, Kuldeep
Singh.

Sources in Reliance Info-
comm, however, described
Kuldeep as a franchise-holder
who sells its services.

“We are cooperating with
the investigating agencies. We
will not comment any fur-
ther,” a company spokesper-
son said in Mumbai. Last
week, the police had arrested
Bhupendra, the owner of a
private detective agency in
Delhi.

Bringing his battle to the
capital, Uttar Pradesh chief
minister and Samajwadi
Party head Mulayam Singh al-
leged a “cover-up” in the Cen-
tre’'s investigations to “pro-
tect” Sonia Gandhi.

He demanded the Centre
constitute a committee of non-
Congress chief ministers to
investigate the “tapping” and

Thi

Mulayam Singh Yadav in
New Delhi on Tuesday. (PTI)

named Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee, Nitish Kumar and
Jayalalithaa as his nominees.

“The Centre cannot object
to any of these names. Be-
tween them, they represent
the north, south and east of
India. I left out the west be-
cause then I would have had to
pick a BJP chief minister
(Narendra Modi) and he wo-
uld have been rejected as com-
munal,” Mulayam Singh said.

He, however, added that he
had not yet spoken to the chief
ministers.

Mulayam Singh contested
the Union home ministry’s
statement that the two letters
he had released earlier were
forged. The letters — one at-
tributed to the principal secre-
tary (home) of the Delhi gov-
ernment, R. Narayanaswami,
on November 9, 2005, and the
other to Ranjit Narayan, joint
commissioner (crime), Dethi
police, on November 22, 2005 —
asked the nodal officer of Re-

[

liance Infocomm to intercept
phone number 011-39565414
and mobile number 9811358986
in the “interest of public safe-
ty and the nation”.

“How did the home min-
istry conclude within a few
hours of my bringing the mat-
ter to their attention that the
letters were forged? How did
they give details of the arrest
so soon?” asked Mulayam
Singh, who went public with
his charge on December 30 in
Lucknow and the day after
Bhupendra was arrested.

He said the issue raised
questions about national secu-
rity because “it proved anyone
can acquire sensitive informa-
tion on forged papers about
the country’s defence and for-
eign affairs. If Samajwadi
leaders’ phones can be tapped
using forged letters, what is
the guarantee that the same
process cannot be used to get
information about our nu-
clear programme and the
Prime Minister’s Office?”

Home minister Shivraj
Patil, who, along with Sonia,
was the target of Mulayam
Singh’s attack, held a meeting
with home secretary VK. Dug-
gal later.

It is believed the two
agreed that certain provisions
of the Indian Telegraph Act
must be amended to “stream-
line” the procedures for tap-
ping and prevent the use of
forged documents.

The home ministry had
also called private telecom op-
erators for a meeting but it
was cancelled without reason.
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Amartya Sen

‘There is considerable stagnation
in the agriculture sector’

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD: The rapid growth of
the country’s economy in the re-
cent past notwithstanding, India
cannot become a major player in
the global economy unless it
completed the land reform proc-
ess, Nobel laureate Amartya Sen
said here on Tuesday.

It was important to unleash
the kind of energy that China
4'had done to emerge as a global
player, for which land reforms
were extremely important. The
land reform process, which kept
the economies of States like
West Bengal, where it was fairly
complete, floating, was substan-
tially incomplete in the country.

Delivering a lecture on “sci-
ence and practical reason” at the
93rd Indian Science Congress
which got off here on Tuesday,
he expressed concern that there
was considerable distress in the
agriculture sector due to the
sharp contrast it had with the
upwardly mobile industrial and
urban segments. There was con-
siderable stagnation in the sec-
tor causing asymmetries and
inequalities within the country.

“Our vision of India cannot be
one that is half California and
half sub-Saharan Africa,” he
said. The country could draw
lessons from the second phase of
land reforms initiated in China,
which helped the country
achieve extraordinarily rapid ex-
pansion over the past two

“Our vision of India
cannot be one that is
half California and
half sub-Saharan
Africa"

decades.

The development of social in-
frastructure in health and edu-
cation also could make a
“dramatic difference” in rural
India. The rural schools were
dogged by problems of teacher
absenteeism, neglect of pupils
from poor and disadvantaged
sections and non-functioning of
the inspectorate system.

The absenteeism of health-
care officials in many areas cou-
pled with the inadequate
facilities for primary healthcare
was another area where efforts
should be made to strengthen
public health services. This was
giving scope for exploitation of
the patients by quacks.

Quoting a survey conducted in
a district of Jharkhand, he said
while 62 per cent of the people
depended on quacks, another 14
per cent go to ojhas and magic
healers, “who are mercifully
somewhat less expensive than
quacks.”

“There is a strong need for re-
ducing the dependence of the
people, particularly the rural
poor, on exploitative private

healthcare,” he said. /
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