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: accepted the EC’s
i recommendation to
" i disqualify Jaya

The ground: that she
was holding an office of
profit as UPFDC
hairperson

-} i The President has

'{) mended under sub-

# ) i clause (a) of Clause 1 of

“ i Article 102 of Constitution
! The President has

i referred to the EC a sim-
¢ ilar complaint against
i SP leader Amar Singh

: The BJP says Congress
.= | chief Sonia Gandhi

} i attracts disqualification
i for similar reason

g, Q. . ~f~

RAINISH Sharma
New Delhi, March 17

ACTRESS-MP Jaya Bachchan of the Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) lost her Rajya Sabha mem-
bership on Friday after President APJ Ab-
dul Kalam disqualified her — as recom-
mended by the Election Commission — for
holding an office of profit.

The action follows a petition by Madan
Mohan, a Congress worker from Uttar
Pradesh, seeking Jaya’s disqualification on
the ground that she is chairperson-of the
Uttar Pradesh Film Development Council,
an office of profit. Following her disqualifi-
cation, SP general secretary Amar Singh,
who faces a similar charge, offered to quit
the Rajya Sabha.

Kalam had sought the poll panel’s opinion
on Jaya’s case. Chief Election Commission-

-

[ believe the President will take a
decision on 44 similar complaints in a
non-partisan manner

- Amar Singh, SP gen secy

er B.B. Tandon in his report observed that
Jaya was indeed holding an office of profit,
with salary and perks. “Jaya Bachchan be-
came disqualified under sub-clause (a) of
Clause 1 of Article 102 of the Constitution
from July 14, 2004, following her appoint-
ment as chairperson of the UP Film Devel-
opment Council,” the EC explained.
According to provisions of Articles 102
and 103 of the Constitution that deal with

THE oUSTAN TIES

disqualification of MPs, the President has to
consult the EC before taking a decision. The
EC’s recommendation is binding on him.

Stung by Jaya’s disqualification, the SP
has demanded non-partisan action on 44 sim-
ilar complaints. It also alleged a Congress
conspiracy behind the disqualification, a
charge rubbished by Motilal Vora.

Jaya’s disqualification will be the first
of its kind in that it will take retrospective

]

EC proposes, PREZ agrees, JAYA goes

DISQUALIFIED

effect. This unprecedented aspect has
caused some confusion among Rajya Sab-
ha officials. Asked whether Jaya would be
asked to return the salary and allowances
she received as MP and if her speeches
would be expunged from the records, Ra-
jya Sabha secretary general Yogendra
Naraian said, “We will have to study the
order in detail before taking any decision
on it.” Precedents in the state legislatures
would be looked into, Narain said.

As for Rajya Sabha precedents, there is
only one. The late R. Mohanrangam of the
AJADMK was disqualified from the House
in 1982 for holding an office of profit as spe-
cial representative of the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment in Delhi. But the order did not
take retrospective effect.

Jaya has filed a petition in the Supreme
Couft against the EC’s recommendation.




&

"/Tri,namool
selects
Mukul Roy

_Our Bureau

TUKOWAR T

THE Trinamool Congress is
likely 1o field its all-India gen-
eral secretary Mukul Roy in
the Rajya Sabha elections on
March 28. Trinamool Con-
gress sources said on Thurs-
day Mr Roy was likely to file
his papers on Friday in the
state Assembly.

Four candidates of the rul-
ing Left Front on Thursday
submitted their nominations
forthe Rajya Sabha elections.
They are Mainul Hassan,
Tapan Sen and Saman Pathak
of the CPI(M) and Barun
Mukherjee of Forward Bloc.

Five seats iri the Rajya Sab-
ha from West Bengal will fall
vacant in April. The terms of
three CPI{M) MPs in the Ra-
jya Sabha - Nilotpal Basu,
Dipankar Mukherjee and Bi-
plab Dasgupta — will be over
in -April. Biplab -Dasgupta
passed away a few months
back. The CPI{M} did not
renominate the leader and
deputy leader. in the Rajya
Sabha, Mr ‘Basu ‘and Mr
Mukherjee respectively.

The fourth seat will {all
vacant following the com-
pletion of the term of Jayan-
ta Bhattacharjee of the Con-
gress. The last of the five
seats that is to be filled up on
March 28, belonged to
Manoj Bhattacharjee of the
RSP, whose term will also be
overin April.

Meanwhile, rebel . Tri-
namool MLA Nayana Baner-
jee on Thursday joined the
Congress in presence of the
WBPCC chief atid Union de-
fence ~ minister . Pranab
Mukherjee ata function at
the WBPCC office.” Another
rebel party councillor of the
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-

tion (KMC) Mala Roy also |

joined the party.
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ajiv

Shukla Cong
nominees for RS

_Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELHI

HE list of candidates
for the Rajya Sabha
biennial ~ polls  that

emerged on Thursday present-
ed a mix of industrialists, busi-
nessmen, moneybags, spin-
masters, turf-hoppers, political
veterans and greenhorns,

While leading industrialist
Rajeev Chandrashekhar, own-
er of the BPL group, threw his
hat in the ring as a BJP-JD(S)-
backed independent candidate
from Karnataka, the JD(U),
which wears its socialist cre-
dentials on its sleeve and
which came to power in Bihar
on a 'good-governance-and-
clean-politics’ plank, con-
tounded political pundits by
fielding Mahendra Prasad, aka
King Mahendra, as one of its
three norinees.

The Congress-turned-RJD-
turned-JD(U) candidate, wide-
ly known to loosen his purse-
strings during every election,
made it by thwarting the candi-
dature of former Jehanabad MP
Arun Kumar and KC Tyagi,
who had the backing of the par-
ty’s working president Sharad
Yadav. The Congress, which on
Wednesday cleared the nomi-
nations of Rajya Sabbha deputy
chairman K Rahman Khan

(Karnataka), Union ministers
HR Bhardwaj (Haryana), Arjun
Singh (Madhya Pradesh) and
Sushil Kumar Shinde (Maha-
rashtra), on Thursday came out
with a list of five more names.
While Union minister Dasari
Narayan Rao expectedly made
the cut from Andhra Pradesh,
the party sprang a surprise by
shifting Rajiv Shukla from Utiar
Pradesh to Maharashtra.

The move was seen as a cal-
culated rebuff to the Samajwadi
Party, which had made it clear
that it would go all out to en-
sure his defeat from UP.

Besides Mr Shukla, the oth-
er two spokespersons of the
Congress party, Abhishek
Manu Singhvi and Satyavrata
Chaurvedi, too were picked up
the party. While Mr Singhvi, a

_senior Supreme Court lawyer,

has been fielded from Ra-
jasthan, Mr Chaturvedi, who
lost the 2004 general election
from Khajuraho (Madhya
Pradesh), was made the nomi-
nee from Uttaranchal.

Rashid Alvi, the former BSP
MP, has been re-nominated
from Andhra Pradesh, even
though he hails from UP. Mr Alvi
was rewarded with a two-year
stint in the Rajya Sabha from
Andhra Pradesh after shifting
his allegiance, and his term com-
estoan end early next month.

lhe ..

- rma

£ gy



dx

»; i)( N b

ToifetE, 2 WS AwHeR
avfd s v 77 av TiE |
e sfiem w93 Brere
frars) @3 wrw v
e ¢f6 1 A At TreTeTa
wem R dAreess w9,
Rerma qriony, WA SHHE
¢ TUG SIGIHA (MEW (A
R AT TG # TEny
fae@ wrererea ToTe |

Q 2Tl (B16 27 TEAATHHR
soff, srmerrel, Rz & ToEga
ufb e, wyeier off, eoare
8 Fi5rFa 8f6 ota, ofow @
FEReR off 309, Aewrer off
a3 T@ey, wfaaE, Rame
o, T S wiwm)

a3 friprT waeily ey
Tifd w2 @ e so wifaw)
WMAMTANG (1% FACS WA dQ
WA W SgAmEAeE
HEPETAT (¥ ©ffdd 20 wWH|
cSl5 919 7ra AT e
e ALY hirar @ars
Tegem= faum siffarwa >off o
fHalr Ruw Afgsmme sofp
TPTRe (O FAE e
AT ~f B g

4 ] "'\(‘”:,,J



] Presndent Cabmet
responsible for

decision;
A

NEW DELHI Jan. 25. —

Noted. . constitutional
expert Mr Fali S Nariman

said that the President

and the Union Council of
Ministers had to bear the
moral responsibility for
the decision to impose
President’s rule in Bihar
which has been held
unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court. He also
felt that the court’s major-
ity judgement should have
held either the Council of
Ministers or the President
responsible for the disso-
lution. “The Council of
Ministers definitely had
the moral responsibility to
have vetted the report.of
the Governor and ought
not to have been so pre-
cipitate in the decision
and in the communication
of that decision overnight
to Moscow,” he told
CNBC-TVIS. “Under
Constitutionai law, it is
the majority decision that
is binding, and according

N arlman}

L’

to the majorlty judge-
ment, I -believe, the
Governor must go,” he
said.

The CPI-M  today
demanded enactment of a
law for “defining” the role
of Governors and reiterat-
ed its call for Bihar
Governor Mr Buta Singh’s
resignation.  Politburo
member . Mr  Sitaram
Yechury said it was imma-
terial  whether the
Governor was a political
appointee or not. “The
issue that needs to be
addressed is to what
extent he can exceed his
brief. There should be a
limit.” He said in the wake
of the Supreme Court ver-
dict, the only option left
with Mr Singh was to
relinguish his office.

LIP  president "and
Union ministet Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan today said
thére should be a law to
ensure that once a politi-
cal personality became a
Governor, he or she
stayed away from politick-
ing.
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