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Call to ban commercialisation of educatign < (:

Nl
" W

Educationists say privatisation of education cannot be for profit-making purposes .3

Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI: Even as Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh is seeking
more private investment in
higher education, educationists
want privatisation to be restrict-
ed “to the minimum desirable
level.” Also, they have called for
a tax on the industry to raise
resources for higher education.

Such is their angst against
privatisation and commerciali-
sation of higher education that
the majority view at a recent
meeting on the issue — orga-
nised by the National Institute
of Educational Planning and Ad-
ministration — favoured a law
banning such commercialisa-
tion. “All commercialisation of
education, which should be un-
ambiguously defined, should be
banned by a suitable act of Par-
liament.” This was one of the
recommendations of the meet-
ing of 64 eminent educationists
here earlier this week.

« Private sector not a
solution to problems of
quantity, gquality

» It could create imbalance
among various streams
of learning

« Concern over access to
the ,marqhal:zgd séctions

However, they are not closed
to the idea of private participa-
tion. “Private investors in educa-
tion may be encouraged.
However, it must be made clear
that this cannot be for profit-
making purposes, in however
disguised a form. Further, the
entry of the private sector can-
not be seen as a solution to all
the various problems of quantity
and quality,” the educationists
noted in their recommendations
submitted to the Government.

One of their grouses against

THE HiNp

privatisation was its market-ori-
entation. “Commodification of
education may lead to excessive
emphasis on skill, employment
and corporate-oriented educa-
tion” at the cost of basic sciences
and the vast pool of traditional
knowledge, thereby creating an
imbalance among  various
streams of learning.

For holistic development

Given the inevitability of pri-
vate initiative in the Indian con-
text, they said Article 19(6) of the
Constitution should be invoked
to ensure a holistic development
of higher education, and prevent
commodification and profiteer-
ing. Article 19(6) allows the State
to put “reasonable restrictions”
on the exercise of the right to
establish and run educational
institutions conferred under Ar-
ticle 19(g) — the freedom to
practise any profession, carry on
any occupation, trade or busi-
ness.

Another concern was the fail-
ure of private institutes to pro-
vide access to the marginalised
sections. Commercialisation of
education “could also mean
marginalisation of the Sched-
uled Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes, women and vulnerable
sections of society.” Though not
in as many words, their recom-
mendations dwell on reserva-
tion — an issue prised open by
the proposed move to reserve
seats in all central educational
institutions for the Other Back-
ward Classes. “It is important to
develop effective and implemen-
table ways of increasing the ac-
cess of socially marginalised
groups as well as more needy
students to higher education.”

Among those who participa-
ted in the meeting were the vice-
president of the National
Knowledge Commission, P.M.
Bhargava, and member of the
Prime Minister’s Economic Ad-
visory Council G.K. Chadha.




Legal hurdle

for BEd e

DEEPAK Prahladka _ / QL
Kolkata, May 12 \‘\ \ «

THE FUTURE of 5,000 BEd students is at
stake for no fault of theirs. The students — of

their examinations next waek for the 2005-06

tions to the colleges.

University (CU) would not hold the BEd ex-
11 unrecognised colleges affiliated to it. These

Council of Teachers Education (NCTE).
The three other universities — Vidyasagar,

nised BEd colleges affiliated to them.
Chief justice V.S. Sirpurkar and justice

making a mess of the education system by
granting affiliations to unrecognised BEd col-
leges. “How did you grant affiliation to un-

the five education secretaries, including the

principal secretary, had read the NCTE Act be-

fore granting affiliation to these colleges.”
It’s a pity that they didn’t bother to do so.

recognised by NCTE.

state so keen on wasting time, energy and mon-
ey by holding examinations for the students of
unrecognised colleges?”

The judges also rejected the universities’
plea for holding examinations, saying; “Our
hands are tied. We are governed by the law.
We cannot indirectly allow a breach of the

been misled during the hearing of the PIL
against the colleges affiliated to NBU. “I was-
n’t informed about the unrecognised BEd col-
leges affiliated to other universities,” he said.

straining the four universities from conduct-
ing examinations for the 28 unrecognised
BEd colleges.

On April 20, while disposing of a PIL
against the unrecognised BEd colleges affili-
ated to NBU, the court had restrained the un-
recognised colleges from conducting any ex-
amination or admitting students. The col-
leges had been directed to return to each stu-

of Rs 5,000 within three months.

, MAY 20ub

i government in framing
i policies,” Sinha said.

i state of school educa-
Under the NCTE Act, 1993, no university can :
grant affiliation to a BEd college that’s not | _
: secondary education |

Coming down heavily on the state govern- i
ment for attempting to give false hope to stu- :
dents by seeking the court’s permission tohold
examinations, the judges said: “Why is the :

Xam

/'\/‘\L

Educatlon panel
‘need of hour

28 unrecognised colleges affiliated to four :
universities — might not be able to appear for f t t R e I't
session. Things wouldn’t have come to such a Or S a e * EXp
pass, if only the state government had both-
ered to read the law while granting affilia- :
: Kolkata, May 12
State advocate general (AG) Balai Ray told
Calcutta High Court on Friday that Calcutta :

MOU Chakraborty

THE EDUCATION scenario in the state is

i grim and the need of the hour is to set up an
aminations scheduled to begin on May 19 for :

education commission to guide the new gov-

i ernment in framing the correct policies. So
colleges are not recognised by the National :

feels professor Bikash Sinha, eminent scien-

i tist and director of Saha Institute of Nuclear
¢ Physics and Indian Institute Of Science Edu-
Burdwan and Kalyani — are also likely to :
postpone their examinations for 17 unrecog- :

cation And Research (IISER), Kolkata.
Sinha (pic below) plans to write to chief

i minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee with a re-
i quest to set up an education commission. The
Soumitra Sen rapped the state government for :

state, he said, needs a well-defined education

: policy “I am not blaming any one government
¢ for this but for some reason, the state has nev-
i er had an education policy. It’s high time the
recognised colleges? Don’t you have a legal or
law officer who has read the NCTE Act?” the :
judges asked. The AG candidly admitted the
ignorance of the state education officials. “I i
was shocked and surprised to find that none of

government frames one. I will write to the
chief minister and re-
quest him to form an
education commission,
which will advise the

Lamenting over the

tion, Sinha said: “Pri-
mary education and §

has been grossly neg-

lected. The govern-

ment should take stock of the situation.”
Sinha wants the education commission to

¢ follow the model of the National Knowledge
i Commission (NKC), which was established
i in June last year by the Centre. With the
i country likely to have the largest population
i of youth in the coming decade, NKC has
i been assigned the task of framing policies,
i which would use the knowledge and power
NCTE Act.” The judges said that the un- : of the youth for social and economic em-
recognised BEd colleges affiliated to North :
Bengal University (NBU) were just the tip of :
the iceberg. The AG admitted that he had :

powerment of the country.
The proposed commission, Sinha said,
should have representatives from all walks

i of life. “The commission should have repre-
i sentation from the industry, students, resea-
¢ rchers, authors, thinkers and intellectuals.
i Together, they should make suggestions to

The judges adjourned till May 18 the PIL
filed by advocate Anjan Bhattacharya for re-

the government on new and job-oriented
courses.The commission should also advise

i the government on ways to improve the im-
i age and profile of the universities,” he said.

Sinha blamed the poor education stan-

i dard on the random appointment of part-
i time teachers in schools and colleges. “The
i commission would address these problems
: and guide the government to frame policies
i accordingly,”
: can also be given the task of setting and re-
dent the fee s/he had paid and compensation :

Sinha said. The commission

vising the syllabi and evolving methods of

¢ teaching for schools and colleges, he said.
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New Delhi: Unfazed by street protests over the issue
of OBC quota, HRD minister Arjun Singh on Sun-
day rejected suggestions for a “relook” into the pro-
posals for reservation in elite educational institu-
tions and said it was up to Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh to decide when to bring the matter to the
cabinet.

Singh, projecting himself as the champion of the
cause, however, left it to the Union cabinet and par-
liament to take a decision on the matter. “This is en-
tirely for the cabinet to decide. As soon as the Prime
Minister allows it to come in the cabinet, a decision
will be taken”, he told reporters who wanted to know
whether the bill in this regard would come up in the
ongoing brief session of parliament.

Singh dismissed as “propaganda’ attempts to proj-
ect the anti-reservation agitation as “Mandal 11",
“There is no Mandal I1, III or IV. It is all propaganda
to vitiate the whole atmosphere.”

At the same time, the HRD Minister said he was
ready to talk to the agitating students. “I will always
talk to the protesting students.” Slamming the Na-
tional Knowledge Commission (NKC) headed by Sam
Pitroda, majority of whose members have rejected
the quota proposal, Singh said “Well, with all due re-

HRD minister Arjun Singh addresses a press
conference in New Delhi on sunday

spect to the great Knowledge Commission, I must
point out to them that they are not above the Con-
stitution. They do not need to speak to any of us. Let
them decide and the country will follow them if they
are above the Constitution”, he said.

The NKC, which directly reports to the PM, con-

tinued to be his favourite punching bag as the HRD |

Minister said he could only “pity them”. “They do
not know that there is a Parliament and there is a
law passed by Parliament also. If they are unaware,
then I can only pity them”, Singh said.

Asked about the strategy he would follow now in
the wake of the agitation, he said there was no strat-
egy and what was needed was understanding. “If
there is no understanding in society, no strategy
works. The issue can be resolved through talks. If
those who did not get anything, they have to be giv-

. en something, which is to be decided”, he said.

The HRD minister sought to buttress his point by
saying that no party was against the proposal which
had been passed in the Lok Sabha with near una-
nimity. “If anyone wants to change his stance, they
are free to do”, he said. Singh parried several ques-
tions saying he would give clarifications, if asked,
in the cabinet and parliament. “I cannot give out-
side”.

Giving firm indications that he was determined
to press the issue of OBC quota despite protests,
Singh said “We are a democracy and not a banana
republic. You cannot hijack the process and brow-
beat me” .acencies

|ects relook at
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A police officer kicks a protester during a demonstration by students from the medical,

engineering and management colleges in Bangalore on Sunday

Medicos intensify
stir, hospitals hit

New Delhi: The anti-reser-
vation stir intensified in the
national capital and several
parts of the country on Sun-
day as medical students and
junior doctors struck work,
disrupting services at state-
run hospitals.

About 100 students and

Medical and engineering
students in Bangalore staged
a protest rally while students
of the King George’s Medical
University in Lucknow wore
black badges. Some 700
medicos attached to state-run
medical colleges in Surat de-
cided to observe a day-long

resident doctors strike on Monday.
of five medical Union health
colleges began an secretary P K
indefinite hunger Hota reviewed
strike at the pres- the situation in
tigious All India Delhi’s hospitals
Institute of Med- at a high-level
ical Sciences (Al- meeting and au-
IMS) here and ‘thorities were di-
medicos disrupt- rected to main-
ed normal and tain essential

emergency serv- services. “We will

'State orders
probe into
lathi-charge

Mumbai: Maharashtra gov-
ernment has ordered an in-
quiry into the lathi-charge
on medical students here
who were protesting against
the Centre’s proposal for
reservation in institutions
of higher learning.

Mumbai police commis-
sioner A N Roy has been
asked to conduct the probe
and submit a report within
a week, chief minister Vi-
lasrao Deshmukh told re-
porters. “From the visuals
we have seen on TV screens,
it looks like excessive force
was used against the agitat-
ing students,” the chief min-
ister said.

Police had used batons to

ices in some facilities like
RML Hospital. Official
sources said emergency serv-
ices in most hospitals were
being run by senior doctors.

The medicos also intensi-
fied protests at Amritsar,
Ahmedabad and Cuttack,
Burla and Berhampur in
Orissa, halting work and
forcibly shuting OPDs of
hospitals to protest the Cen-
tre’s proposal to introduce a
27 per cent quota for OBCs in
elite educational institutions.

issue notices to doctors that
they are contractually bound
to show up for work. The
supreme court has also said
hospital workers must not go
on strike,” Hota said.

Vinod Patro of the AIIMS
Resident Doctors Associa-
tion, said, “We will continue
our hunger strike and will
not attend our duties.” The
Indian Medical Association
(IMA), which has called a “to-
tal medical bandh” in Delhi
on Monday. acencies

guilty, Deshmukh said.

time”, he said. agencies

disperse a group of medical

students who blocked roads

at busy Walkeshwar near :
Raj Bhavan in south Mum-
bai on Saturday. “The stu- :
dents were agitating for their |
cause. At times like these,
precaution should be taken,”
he said. There would be a
“full inquiry” of the incident
and action taken against the :

“Reservations have ex- |
isted in the state for a long :

e
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AL
THOSE with M Phil and
"Ph.D degrees will no longer
need to qualify the National
Eligibility Test (NET) to
teach undergraduate
courses. However, for teach-
ing postgraduate courses,
only PhD-holders have been
exempted from NET.
Yesterday, the University
Grants Commission decided
in-principle to accept the rec-
ommendations of interim re-
port of the Mungekar Com-
mittee which had asked for
exemption from NET to can-
didates having M.Phil and
PhD degrees, UGC chairper-
son Sukhdeo Thorat said.

for P

. AT A GLANCE

M increase in number of schol-
arships for Ph.D students,
post-doctoral scholars and
research associates.

MUGC to provide scholarships
for single girf children, so-
cially marginalised group.

MUGC o give finandial
support 10 academic associ-
ations.

The date of implementa-
tion would be decided once
the detailed report comes in,
he said.

According to Thorat, there
were around 1,500 teaching
posts lying vacant in central
universities and efforts were
being made to fill them on a

bprlorlty basis, The Comﬁ-

sion has also decided to in-
crease the number of schol-
arships for PhD students,
post-doctoral scholars and
research associates in science
and social science streams.
“The total plan allocation
for increasing scholarship
amount is Rs 60 crore,”
Thorat said.

The UGC has also decided
to give financial support to
academic associations in sci-
ence, humanities and social
sciences to help them organ-
ise academic conferences on
issues related to higher edu-
cation and to provide feed-
back to the UGC in their ar-
eas of specialisation.

Besides this, the UGC will

gholders

so provide scholarships for
single girl children, socially
marginalised groups and
general category students
who are university toppers.

Recognising the problems
of universities and colleges in
utilising grants, it had taken
a major initiative to approve
its budget in the first week of
April 2006, Thorat said.

The budget has been com-
rmunicated to central and
state . csities and six re-
gional ffices of UGC 2 that
they cc 1d plan the utilisa-
tion of funds accordingly he
said. The UGC would also
begin monthly monitoring of
fund use so that institutions
are not rushed at the end of
the fiscal year.

i

18 M

S

NoIAN EXfrpcm



€5 M1y 5,

st

e m@ 5 W mﬁl“w ifiq aﬂ%zna ERIGHT
ATAZ TIF SEACTD SCF Lo 18 7 41
s A FEEE @ W ety TRifeTn
afera carmel FiAA0R) AUT ANEFH AIBCAD ¥ 929 €
@fice setea o+ aify @3 e 1'% s @Ee
ST (NS E, ©@ FIHEAT SieAisd| gwmma
TSI (Tels (1 P e IR, (2 RS
SRR ¢ Heatel Swire'a fanft a aa Shw
FfICe HITEA, 37 e CfNE ©ia §97 IR |
S hwa géerel yaeael ¢ @b sEced 9@ e
A% 7ETEa §0E A Al
WE e FEEeE iR S W K wifds
sifamisiag wafs e aifice o) Frw afedia
S FE e slEmE @ faed frEw aog, g9,
g, Caeiestl, gia-fms E, eitew giamy $feo,
wige Jeifaasl, @ wae siarwd Gy afe ceag
T 7je SETIW afza, w9 e @i see
g+ BT 37 SR SR AT A3, T 2we
EFETEa i AR Fiee o owas afes, e
@S T4 o AR oERTS, $7 93 YERE 9w el |
(TS ST CFCT T EEER < s
ATl T a5y Feiifde sfamceg ) @3 Ao I
Tron 236 (AT R 9% T AT
IREQITN A AT FAFAA FrFiveR Aire W)
@ arere TR e S A e,
e franel erefe owra sfaere efmtes ¢ Frws
ﬁmwwwﬁaw & faags afara) sikowarm M
AT TSN FACF] 3¢ B FAOHR (FHISAED
W fafze wfzane) @mEies wwel 93 Ffodtis wRnf
M PRz Sicm sae) @ FfrerRg @iies
& bR FETeR YIS (@HT TGN ARSI,
7% e ag A @eirela @lba ¢ v FR T4l
=z 1| 2P FEE FHe 2205 REETRE @eireia
FIAW SWwel AT 15| AN TRie ol 250y,
3 et Wy 230 e AR R @2
@T 9% SEEd -SSR RS YE 3R
@Pre 93 arew gag Rt s e REes
7w | el frefmmeea aanfes sivecs wiacs
wire (@PireR e e Sgra [y
QISITE] AW SEF 2308 YITd | 2SR ifds
meenma w67 2w 13, e & s iem
SB7 ¢ T 2ia Wvde Ted ae wasiEd MEwmifea
Afge Avsye) MEewe sjfa s e aren
T @ (@foans e s sim 3foans
st Ffice Soamieht 233ite, SHEee fRrwicwcas
Szl wE ¢ Rordige SmieR msvn@zr—m
%37 FPFTae TR 9|

ANADARA ZAK PATRIETE



sAION3oV ‘sndired SNV @U3 Ul yoxew e pautrefd
sJ03s9)04d 3y} S Lep YI1[ oY} patajus fejrdes sy} ur
ayLys JPZUNY )TUTFOPUT SIUSPNIS [Pl YL, ST}
-SOY] WI0JF SI0120P 9} JO UOTIOTAS SPIEMO) JUSIULIS
-A03 8ip) Aq uSYe) Ud3( ey UO}Oe OU ‘S[IMUEON
"SHLGS SOOTPaWll dif} 03 9Np PajodJe A[peq udeq asey
$90[AI08 3} I0UM L.D pure 83s[[0) TeIIPOIN Pezy
euemen drN'1 ‘Sun{repres sy sreyidsoy Ul 510J00p
BUNNIOAT JOJ UO SISM SMITAIA)UL PTes [e1o1jjo Jusul
-UJIOA08 JOTUSS V "PIes UOTIRIO0SSY SI0100(] JUSPISRY
SIITV Woxy Ysrey Jewmy Id ., ‘sn pautof aaey L3y
pue It JsuresSe Wy} PsouTAUc) am NG MeTAISJUT J0F
rendsol Sunlrepyes o) swod pey suostad saxY,L,,
"Pres Ueyres § Y re3rdsoy Sunlrepyes jo jusp
-usjurradng [eJIPaIA ., ‘SI0J00P JUSPISAL J0J SMOTAIS}
-ur 9y} psuodisod asey apy,, "UIMNISI 0} SMITAISIUT UT
-y[[em J0j SUTALLIE Sajeprpured 30urauod o) SutAn srepd
-S0Y JUAIYIP 0} Juam 5.10300p Surisajord oy se pauod
-3sod aJom [e)dsoy Sun[repyes ye SMIlAISUT SY,L
‘sreyrdsoy pajoagye-oqILNs
Y} utr wayj aoerda 0} JUSUIUISA08 a3} £q payoumne|
SALIP JUSUNIMNIOST Y} Jremy] o} SUTAI) Jo se) 8y}
dn 003 sooTpaur Surjejrdy Kepssupap uo Aep YIe1

BIeeE

~_'s10300p bunjins fes -
‘sn paqqe)syaeq sey JA0D

SAONIDV B NNL *A|QLLIDSSE JJe)S
3y} Ul pasunouue ejeudeg S S JousaA0b
‘suoinyiIsul reuoieanpa Gupueuy-jas

AjLioulW-uou papreun uj Sassejd plemyorq
1330 pue S}ifeq 104 UCiILAIBSAL Al0jepuew
Buipiaoad o} uoissas ay3 Suunp uoiyesibag
e ul 6uiq osje pinom justuusdAob

3Y] "UoOS PAONPOLUI 3G OS[R pihoM
S3IIAIBS JUBWLLIBAOG Ul pue SsuoiNIsul
[euo|JeONPA Ul SWIISN pue SuelSIAYD

104 uOIFRALIBS3I 3pIA0.Ld 03 uoie|sIial

V "SUO[IN)IISU} [RUOIIRINP? 3|3 Ul SOE0
40} UOIJRAIDS3A JUD Jad 2z Bunuaws|dwy
Uy 3J3ud) Ay} 03 Hoddns Jny sy AaAu0d

0] UOISSAS JUILIND SY Buninp uopnjosal

e ssed ||1m A|qLIaSSe NPeN |Iwel sfeuusyd

N1 ul suensuyd
‘suusniy 10j ejond

9} paJo3ue esodord UOTIeAISSII §,JUSUIULISA0S 3}
Isuresde syLYS SOOTPOUL 91} SV "SUOIBOIJTUIR S}1 SSND
-STP 0} A[PPNY B OJUL JUSM S.I0300p SUTYLIL}S 93 ‘UOIS
-128p 191} P8OUNOUUe JoI-Vd (] 93 183FV "pres 13
-ueles yuyseys Id . ‘snoroepne pue snoadexno st
UOTSI0ap aY L, , SN0d8e.Nno,, UOISII8D JUSUIUISA03
91} PaULIS) WINIO] 3} JO dAljejuasardal JOYIOUy
‘pres eyurs , ‘es[e Suryiswos urounouue
pure uornjos s[qeorure ue SULMSSE Aq st s Sur
-Aerd usaq sey yuswIuIaA03 9y, 'ysnq sy} punoxe
3urjeaq ueaq asey Aay[) ‘sAep uay jsed oy} 104, ‘L00T
auny SuruuSaq Jeek onuspeoe oY) Ut sDFQ J10J vjonb
Ay} yuswaTdwIl 01 UOISIILP SIT YIlM Way) peqqels
-yoeq,, SeY JUswu.IaA03 a8y} padare ayg uonelr
-8e oY) Surpesyreads st yorym Ajirenby 10y Yinoxg jo
aAneussaxdad pue 83a[[0) [eOIPSIA aSulpIel] Ape1
JO Juapn}s e ‘eqUIS BUSBIWY pres | ‘Onujuod [[Im
9Y1.3S 9y, "Yorq 3uro8 Jo 90UReYD OU ST XYL,
*BYLNS IT9Y) ONUIIUOD O} POATOSAL
pue 1ea4 jXau WoJgj eljonb DO sonpoul 03 UOISIIdP
SN038e1IN0,, S99} 1WILOD UOTIBUTIPI0-09 Po'T-VdN
oyl Aq . paqqelsyoeq,, otem A9} padIeld AepSsupop
U0 SI0}00p UOTieAIeSaI-TIUe Surje)dy ‘qroq maN

)

iy

INE IimMES OF INDI



Siddharth Narrain

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday refused to stay the
93rd Constitutional Amend-
ment Act, but issued notice to
the Central Government, the
States and the Union Territories
on a public interest litigation
(PIL) petition challenging the
Amendment’s validity.

The Amendment is the basis
of the Centre’s plans to extend
27 per cent reservation for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) in in-
stitutions of higher learning.

A two-judge vacation Bench,
comprising Justices Arijit Pa-
sayat and Lokeshwar Singh Pan-
ta, asked the Centre to explain
the modalities for implementing
its proposal.

Mr. Justice Pasayat said the

- anti-reservation protesters
i should end their agitation as the
| matter was before the Court.

| “Now that we are exammmg
) this, there is no point in the ag-
| itation.”

! Two petitions

’ The court issued notice on the
| PIL petition by educator and
i business consultant Shiv Khera
\and on another by Supreme
| Court senior counsel Ashoka
f Kumar Thakur, seeking the
! Court’s intervention to ensure
| that the Centre submitted all
[ relevant reports and data on
which it had based its decision.
> Mr. Thakur’s petition chal-
| lenged the basis of the Mandal
i Commission’s conclusion that
[ OBCs constituted 52 per cent of
i the total population. The Na-
| tional Sample Survey Organisa-
| tion had estimated it as 32 per
cent and the National Family
' Health Survey 29.8 per cent, it
said.
The Court issued notice to six
Union Ministries — Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment, Human

fEnd tir, Court

tellg\gs’yugf ents

Won't stay 93rd Amendment Act, but
issues notice to Centre, States on PIL

Resource Development, Statis-
tics and Programme Implemen-
tation, Science and Technology,
Commerce and Industry, and
Health and Family Welfare. It
also issued notice to the Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

The Court asked the Centre to
explain the basis on which it had
fixed the norms for determining
who belonged to the OBC. “If
you are going to implement
these provisions [for reserva-
tions for the OBCs], what are the
modalities you are going to
adopt and the rationale for fixing
these norms,” Mr. Justice Pa-
sayat asked Additional Solicitor-
General Gopal Subramanium.

“It is contended that the
adoption of this policy will di-
vide the country on caste basis.
This will have ramifications for
the social and political fabric of
the country, and the Court will
consider this issue later,” he
said.

Mr. Subramanium said the
points raised by the Court were
about the question of “creamy
layer.” Mr. Khera’s counsel
Prashant Kumar told the Court
“the entire youth of the nation

were looking to it for
protection.”
Rejoinder in six weeks

The court gave the Centre six
weeks to file a rejoinder.

Mr. Khera pleaded for a direc-
tion to the Centre not to imple-
ment any law in pursuance of the
93rd Amendment Act while the
petition was pending. He chal-
lenged the constitutionality of
the Act, saying it was discrimi-
natory and violated the funda-
mental right to equality.

Editorial on Page 10
BJP supports quota: Page 12
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Delhi medical students protest against quota

“ New 27 per cent reservation plan for OBCs will affect quality of health professionals”

|
Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Over 200 students
from five leading medical colleg-
es of Delhi — All-India Institute
of Medical Sciences, Lady Hard-
inge Medical College, Maulana
Azad Medical College, Universi-
ty College of Medical Sciences
| and Vardhaman Mahavir Med-
ical College — held a daylong an-
| ti-reservation demonstration in
{ the heart of the Capital on
| Wednesday.
The students, protesting
against the Government’s pro-
posed reservation policy for
i Other Backward Classes in Cen-
tral universities and institutes of
" higher learning, were rounded
up and packed off in police buses
early on Wednesday from Auro-
bindo Marg when they tried to
march towards the residence of
Union Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister Arjun Singh.

Peaceful rally planned

Carrying banners and plac-
ards, the students claimed that
they had planned a peaceful rally
and wanted to meet the Minister
to demand withdrawal of the
proposed reservation policy.
They claimed that they were
roughed up by the police and
sent off to Jantar Mantar.

In the evening, the protesters
again assembled under the ban-
ner of “Youth For Equality” and
| began marching down the busy

Janpath demanding that HRD

UP AGAINST QUOTA: The scene on Parliament Street in

New Delhi on Wednesday as police try to stop marching
students protesting against reservations, with water
cannons in full flow. (SEE ALSO PAGE 13)

Ministry officials hear them out.
The police used water cannon
and tear gas to disperse them.

Students determined

“The police used force to pre-
vent us from demonstrating in
front of the HRD Minister’s
house and some students from
Lady Hardinge Medical College
were injured. But we are deter-
mined to carry on with the pro-
test till HRD Ministry officials
give us a hearing,” said Anirudh
Lochan, a student of University

College of Medical Sciences.

“The recent recommendation
to create a 27 per cent quota for
Other Backward Classes will tell
on the quality of health profes-
sionals in this country. The new
policy will further decrease the
number of seats available on the
basis of merit,” argued a student
of Lady Hardinge Medical
College.

The student representatives
claimed that they would now
contact their counterparts in
other medical and professional

e Scores of students
arrested and later
released

® They want HRD Minister
to hear them

» Tear gas and water
cannon used to disperse
protesters

institutions across the country |
to garner support for their cause.
Also, they claimed that they
would boycott classes from
Thursday.

Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (New Delhi) Anand Mohan
said: “The students were picked
up from Aurobindo Marg, some
distance away from the HRD
Minister’s  residence, and
brought to Jantar Mantar. They
later shifted from Jantar Mantar
to Janpath where they blocked
the road and tried to reach the
Minister’s house again. We had
to use tear gas and water cannon
to disperse them.”

The students are demanding
an apology from the police.

“We were pushed into a bus
and brought to Jantar Mantar
from Aurobindo Marg. When we
shifted to Janpath, the police
used tear gas and water cannon.
We want to assert that we are
doctors who will serve the coun-
try and not hooligans,” said a |
protesting student.
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Teachers lose degrees

.th
HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 19 - fii
THOUSANDS OF secondary a:d higher sec-
ondary teachers stand to lose their jobs with
the Calcutta High Court having derecognised
the colleges from where they obtained their B
Ed. Hundreds of would-be teachers — stude-
nts of eight B Ed colleges affiliated to the No-
rth Bengal University (NBU) — too stand to
lose a year. The court ruled that these colleges
(see box) were not recognised by the National
Council of Teachers Education (NCTE).

Chief justice V.S. Sirpurkar and justice
A K. Ganguly restrained the derecognised
colleges from conducting any examination
or admitting students.

“There are over 80 B Ed colleges affiliated
to 8 universities in Bengal. But only 31 colle-
ges have the requisite NCTE recognition,”
said council advocate Asha G. Gutgutia.

The colleges were held accountable for ad-
mitting the students. They have been direct-
ed to return to each student the fee he/she
had paid. They will also have to pay, within
three months, a compensation of Rs 5,000 to
each student. The colleges had admitted
over 100 students per session, charging each
Rs 22,000 apart from Rs 20,000 as capitation.

The judges held the students equally res-
ponsible. “If they had been careful they wo-
uldn’t have joined these illegal colleges. We
are aware they are going to lose & year. How-
ever, the law must prevail,” they said.

After all, the NCTE had in a public notice
on October 7 advised students to verify the st-
atus of institutes before applying. It had stat-
ed that B Ed qualification “obtained from an
institution not recognised by NCTE will not
be valid for employment under any govern-
ment, university, college, school or other edu-
cational body”. The notice had also been sent
to universities in the eastern regioh.

Indicting the universities and unrecogni-

B Ed college ban

v

The Group of Eight

Gangarampur B Ed College, South Dinajpur
Satish B Ed College, Malda
Raiganj B Ed College, North Dinajpur

Moulana Abul Kalam Azad B Ed Coliege,
itahar, North Dinajpur

Eastern Dooars B Ed Training College,
Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri

Falakata B Ed College, Falakata, Jalpaiguri)%
AC Training College, Jalpaiguri :
Cooch Behar B Ed College, Cooch Behar

sed colleges for deceiving, depriving and ex-
ploiting thousands of students, the judges
said: “It is clear that these colleges have act-
ed in flagrant disregard of the NCTE Act.
They should not have admitted poor students
merely on the basis of affiliation granted by
the universities in patent violation of Act.”

“If these colleges turn into a teachers’
manufacturing industry... the end product
is bound to be affected. We cannot imagine
such teachers teaching young students...
The students who take up admission in B Ed
colleges are mostly from the middle or low-
er middle class families”, the judges said in
their 40-page judgement.

Tulsi Bakshi, a social activist, had filed a
PIL for closure of unrecognised B Ed colleges
in North Bengal. The petitioner’s advocate,
Dipankar Dutta, had said: “These colleges
didn’t have NCTE recognition to offer B Ed.
And some didn’t even have required infra-
structure.” Under NCTE Act 1993, the North
Bengal University cannot grant affiliation
to any B Ed college not having NCTE recog-
nition, Dutta had said.
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PM calls or qtgota in

vt Sector

New Delhi: With apparently
the controversy on the Nar-
mada dam fresh in his mind,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Tuesday made a
strong plea for striking a bal-
ance between development
and rehabilitation
and to evolve credible
mechanisms so that
such issues do “not
degenerate into con-
frontations” between
sections of society.

e also spoke on
the issue of reserva-
tion in private sec-
tor asking the business and
industry to make the employ-
ee-profile broadbased and
representative through “af-
firmative” action.

“I think the time has come
to squarely address the issue
of development, displace-
ment and environment...We
need to quickly evolve credi-
ble mechanisms, whereby
these issues do not degener-
ate into confrontations be-
tween sections of our socie-
ty” the PM said addressing
the CII national conference.

He wanted development to
be done in the most cost-effec-
tive, environment-friendly

THE

at Cit mget

and least disruptive manner
so that it was not perceived as
a threat to people’s lives and
habitats. On the environmen-
tal consequences of industrial
development, he wanted the
industry to pay more atten-
tion to the rehabilita-
tion of people dis-
placed by the spred of
industrial activity
and by urbanisation.
“I think the time
has come to squarely
address the issue of
development,  dis-
placement and envi-
ronment. Expanding the pie
through rapid economic devel-
opment is essential if we have
to meet the challenge of elimi-
nating chronic poverty, igno-
rance and disease,” he said.
Singh said the country was
frequently faced with situa-
tions where developmental
activities displaced people
from their traditional habi-
tat, vocations and lifestyles.
With the industry and
business not very comfort-
able on the issue of reserva-
tion in private sector, Singh
told them to give more atten-
tion to social and economic
discrimination. agencies

241 V4% < OF INDIA
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proposal of the Union Ministry of Human Re-
source Development to extend reservations to the
other backward classes (OBCs) in Central educa-
tional institutions, including the Indian Institutes
of Technology and the Indian Institutes of Management, has
| come under sharp focus for the wrong reason — the sup-
posed violation of the model code of conduct by HRD Minis-
ter Arjun Singh. Clearly in this case, the Election
Commission has overreached itself in asking for an explana-
tion. For quite apart from the fact that there was no an-
nouncement of any concession — the Ministry’s proposal is
still to be considered by the Cabinet — it would be strange if
any of the Union Government’s activities were to be brought
to a standstill during the long run-up to the State Assembly
elections. The non-issue raised by the Election Commission
has also proved to be distracting, and has stilled a wider
democratic debate on the merits of the HRD Ministry’s
proposal. The move to extend reservations in Central educa-
tional institutions to the OBCs comes in the wake of the
Constitution Ninety Third Amendment. This enables the
state to make special provisions for the advancement of any
socially and educationally backward classes of students in
“educational institutions including private educational in-
stitutions, whether aided or unaided by the State, other than
minority educational institutions.” This amendment was a
reaction to the Supreme Court ruling that the state cannot
extend reservations to any private, unaided educational
institutions nor can it insist on a government quota in the
admissions.

It needs to be noted that the amendment is an enabling
provision empowering the state to extend reservations to
the OBCs. It does not mandate reservations in any class of
institutions, and the question still remains a public policy
choice. If the HRD Ministry has now set its eyes on the IITs
and the IIMs as institutions where reservations for OBCs to
the extent of 27 per cent are to be extended on top of the
existing 22.5 per cent for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, it is certainly a matter for concern. The IITs and the
IIMs with their uncompromising entrance-examination-
based admissions are among the most selective university
systems in the world, and their students as well as the
quality of training are regarded highly in international aca-
demia. It is a tribute to enlightened public policy that it has
allowed these islands of excellence to flourish, with their
standards uncompromised by the pursuit of even laudable
social objectives. Affirmative action and reservations do
involve a lowering of the bar in the admissions process, and
there are certain areas such as the defence services and
higher specialities in medicine and engineering where it has
always been recognised that academic merit alone should
count to the exclusion of all other criteria. The IITs and the
IIMs certainly belong to this critically important category
and the larger public interest dictates that they take in the
very best and train them to standards that are second to
none internationally. Rather than extending OBC reserva-
tions to these institutions, the cause of the socially and
educationally backward will be better served by pro-
grammes to help them prepare and enter in larger numbers
after meeting the stringent entrance requirements.
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Statesman News Service
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Poll panel writes to
Karat on Subhas

NEW DELHI. April 8. -
The Eiection Commission
nas justified its action
against the West Bengal
minister, Mr Subhas
Chakraborty.

in a letter to the CPI-M
leader, Mr Prakash Karat,
the EC said the criminal
case against Mr Chak-
raborty was registered by
the CEO in his individual
capacity after seeking
explanations from the
party, the state govern-
ment and Mr Chakraborty
himself. SNS

Details on page 4

roment, The Commission
adalready instructed the
o government  to
pocthe adhere to the model
oot conduct, he added.
i ats lettor to the Cabinet
woretarys the EC has said
e maodel code of conduct

applicable (o the Centre
wowell as the poll-bound
staess precluding the poss
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the Union gov-
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statement. or it i was Very
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1 oadvance as it did in the
case of DA announce-
ment,” the EC official said.
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NCERT books go onlin

SSC Textbooks To Be Revamped

By Anahita Mukheriji q,' )\J
Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: There won't be
any need to scramble for
new NCERT textbooks this
year. For lakhs of students
in CBSE schools, Kendriya
Vidyalayas and Narodaya
Vidyalayas, they are now
just a click-of-the-mouse
away. NCERT textbooks for
the next academic year can
simply be downloaded from
the internet (WWW.
ncert.nic.in).

With regular availability
problems, it’s a welcome
move say principals of
CBSE schools as well as stu-
dents. “There has always
been the problem of avail-
ability for NCERT text-
books, especially when
there is a change in the syl-
labus,” said Avnita Bir,
principal, Ramniranjan Po-
dar High School, adding
that the
textbooks often didn’t ar-
rive on time.

Besides, putting them on-
line means students and
teachers across boards can
access the textbooks. “This
opens up a whole new

" range of possibilities. They
can be accessed by teachers
and students from
all the boards. It
will encourage stu-
dents to refer to dif-
ferent textbooks,”
said Anita Rampal,
the ebullient chairperson
of the NCERT primary
textbook committee.

“This will make studies
so much easier,” added
Samruddhi Rao, a student
of DAV school, adding that
there are usually serpen-
tine queues to buy the
books. Shradda Pai, a Std IX
student from DAYV, said she
was glad she could start
studying for the new aca-
demic year right away. “We
were all waiting for the new

{ Mumbai: Taking
i a leaf out of the
! new-look NCERT
! textbooks, the

: state education
i department is all
i set to overhaul

i SSC textbooks

: to make them

i innovative and

¢ fun.

i “The current

i textbooks stress primarily on rote Iearnlng, instead of
i encouraging analytical thinking,” said education secretary
¢ Sumit Mullick, who held a meeting on the issue a few
i days ago. He plans to set up a committee to improve the

i textbooks by 2007.

i Mullick said the curriculum would be project- based and
¢ would aim at encouraging students to ask more
i questions. He felt that if examination papers were more

thinking,” he added.

i the same light,”

Mullick said textbooks do not reflect contemporary issues
“such as domestic violence” and therefore they need to
be updated. He also felt that the new textbooks should
reflect the complexity of certain issues and how people
have different perspectives on the same matter. “For
example, a farmer and a politician will not see an issue in
he explained. “! welcome the move. The
current SSC textbooks are dry and not at all children-
friendly, whereas CBSE and ICSE textbooks are much

analytical, it would discourage cheating. “In fact we can
also hold open book tests, wherein the answers cannot
be lifted straight from the textbook but will require

more advanced” said Fr Francis Swamy, principal of Holy
Family High School, Andheri. ™n

GAIN

textbooks. We can
start studying for
competitive exami-
nations right away
if the Std X text-
books are online,”
she said.

A number of education-
ists too have spoken out in
favour of online textbooks.

“If the entire foreign ed-
ucation system can be
found online, then it’s high
time that a progressive
board framework like the
NCERT does it too,” said M
P Sharma, principal, GD
Somani High School, an
ICSE school. He plans to
propose the use of online
textbooks for the ICSE

board as well.

“Earlier, CBSE textbooks
were confined to students
from CBSE schools and
their parents. Now every-
body can access them,” said
Vinaya Deshpande, general
secretary, Bharat Gyaan Vi-
gyaan Samyudyaya, adding
that this would add to the
democratisation of educa-
tion. Inspired by the move,
the Maharashtra govern-
ment is seriously consider-
ing implementing such a
system for the state board.

“We must put all our text-
books online,” said state ed-
ucation secretary- Sumit
Mullick as this will make
the system transparent.

; FOE 2006
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A new kind of history textbook ./

Sumit Sarkar

FEW days ago, I came across the three

History textbooks just brought out by

the National Council of Education Re-

earch and Training (NCERT), for

Classes VI, IX, and XI. I opened the second —

India and the Contemporary World, from rough-

ly the French Revolution to the mid-20th centu-

ry — with the idea of just turning over some

pages, for it was a very busy day for me. But soon

I was engrossed, and could not stop reading till

the end, so exciting did it seem, so different from

what one expects from school or college text-

books. The other two books proved to be just as

interesting. For reasons of space, however, let
me dwell mainly on the second book.

What makes the new books such an unexpect-
ed pleasure to read — a feeling, I am sure, the
students and their teachers will also share?
Their physical appearance, first of all. The books
are filled with illustrations, most of them in
colour: photographs of historical sites, inscrip-
tions, monuments, reproductions of paintings,
posters and pages from leaflets: an immense
range of visual material going back to the times
being described. Thoughtful designing has
achieved a sense of space, very different from the
usual cramped, breathless impression one gets
when reading history books, filled with closely
packed text.

The books teach history in creative ways.
There are extracts from contemporary docu-
ments, many of them of contrasting kinds: the
French Declaration of the Rights of Man set
beside Olympia de Gouges’ feminist alternative,
an official Soviet account of collectivisation
alongside a letter from a peasant who hated the
changes. Students are introduced to the basics of

CARTOONSCAPE . -

Books just brought out by the NCERT teach
history in creative ways. All themes are sought to
be looked at from the angle of everyday life and
its changing patterns, bringing history down
from the distant skies, as it were.

historical research: both to documents and to
understanding how open-ended historical re-
construction is. Every section is accompanied by
questions and suggested classroom activities, vi-
sualising creative student-teacher interaction in
place of enforced rote-learning. After reading
about the coming of modern agriculture in En-
gland, students are asked to look at the previous,
open field system from the points of view of a
rich farmer, a labourer, and a peasant woman.
An activity suggested after the chapter on Nazi
Germany recommends writing one-page histo-
ries of it from the points of view of a schoolchild
studying there, a Jewish survivor, and a political
opponent of the regime. The chapter on the
Roman Empire in the Class XI book on “Themes
in World History” asks students to imagine the
shopping list of a city housewife in those times.
Let me add, though, that books like these will
require a fundamental transformation also in
the pattern of setting questions in CBSE exam-
inations, which so long have been of a so-called
‘objective’ type, totally unsuitable at least for
history, social sciences, and the humanities in
general. I do hope that such changes will be
brought about as quickly as possible.

‘What made such textbooks possible? Funda-
mentally, a simple innovation, pedagogically vi-

tal: the clear break with the earlier dominant
assumption that textbooks must be ‘comprehen-
sive,” ‘cover’ all ‘relevant’ facts. Never mind the
overcrowding, sheer boredom, rote-learning —
followed by quick oblivion, as those of us who
have been teachers at college or postgraduate
levels have often encountered. One can antici-
pate that this will be the line possible critics of
the new books will take, and they will find it easy
enough to point to much that has been ‘left out.’
But the point surely is that no book, not just
meant for schools but really at any level, can ever
cover ‘everything,” one always has to be selective.
The need is to stimulate interest and curiosity,
some understanding about what history today is
really about and why it is important. The points
or themes of entry here always suggest broader
patterns. Some students might be stimulated to
read further about them. To take an instance
from Class VI, about Ancient India: giving com-
prehensive lists of archaeological sites relevant
for a particular period may place a great burden
on memory. Instead, one or two sites or in-
scriptions have been chosen here, but these are
looked at in detail, with profuse illustrations
followed by discussions about what can and can-
not be inferred from them. Similarly, we have
French and Russian Revolutions but not all the

many but not Fascist Italy. These, however, are
studied in profuse and interesting detail. An
incidental gain is that the burden of dates gets
reduced, particularly at lower levels. Time-
charts are introduced in Class XI. They are divid-
ed according to continents, with an additional
one for South Asia. They indicate at a glance that
one must not assume a single, linear, pattern of
development for all times and places.

But surely history has a special role in schools,
its purpose is, above all, the promotion of ‘na-
tional unity,’ ‘identity,” ‘integration,” pride in
one’s country? And so should not every region
and community be covered at the same level of
detail, all prominent figures mentioned? To have
all that all would consider important is not pos-
sible within any textbook, however voluminous.
Moreover, there will always be conflicting politi-
cal opinions about what is important and what is
not. The choice will then depend on the dom-
inant view of political correctness, and not on
pedagogical needs or the logic of the subject. We
saw some of these problems during Bharatiya
Janata Party rule. But even state-of-the-art no-
tions of history or progressive values need to be
conveyed in interesting and interactive ways.
Otherwise they remain facts and values that are
memorised, reproduced, and then speedily for-
gotten, while the assumptions and stereotypes
current in their immediate environment, often
retrogressive or obscurantist, live on in the
minds of the new generation. The approach of
these books is very different. After a searing
account of Nazi atrocities and the Holocaust, for
instance, a question is posed about whether stu-
dents have ever encountered stereotypes of oth-
er communities among people around them, and
how they could have come about. I cannot think
of a better way of providing a pointer towards
the dangers of narrow identity politics of every
kind, and the need for basic secular and human
values.

More than trivia

Are'not some chapters about ‘trivial’ things,
though — what has a ‘serious’ history textbook to
do with cricket, or the social history of clothing
(Class IX)? On the contrary, students are bound
to get interested as they discover that these, too,
have histories, and so the subject is not about
remote and dead matters alone. Both lead on to
other themes, including more conventional ones
the importance of which no one will deny. The
handicrafts that declined under colonial rule,
the mills of Lancashire and Bombay, were all
inseparable from clothes and changing tastes
about them, while at the core of Gandhian mass
struggle lay boycott, the wearing of khadi, and
the Mahatma’s conversion to the loincloth.

The books quietly introduce students to many
of the new ways in which history is developing in
recent times. There are sections in all three
volumes about the lives of hunters, foodgather-
ers, and pastoralists, and the ways in which their
more interactive relations with nature have
been disrupted in modern times: themes that
recent environmental history foregrounds.
Women are central to all the narratives. The
section about clothing mentions its relations
with social hierarchies: class in pre-Revolution-
ary France, or caste in South India. Above all, all
themes are sought to be looked at from the angle
of everyday life and its changing patterns, bring-
ing history down from the distant skies, as it
were. The crucial point emerges that literally
everything, every kind of relationship, has histo-
ries. The social world, as Vico proclaimed in a
foundation text of modern history almost three
centuries ago, is made by human beings, not
divinity or nature, and it can be changed, too,
through human endeavour.

In all these ways, these textbooks both respect
and enhance the students’ imagination and crit-
ical thinking.

(The author is an eminent historian of
modern India.)
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ITT Kanpur bags top

American

NEHA Mehta “
Agra, March 4 . e

N

4

.

INDIA AND the US have entered into
perhaps their most significant engine-

ering partnership since
the 1960s, when a conso-
rtium of nine American
universities had helped
set up IIT Kanpur.

Away from the glare
of President Bush’s vis-
it, 25 top US engineers
met 32 Indian counter-
parts here for the first
Indo-US Frontiers of
Engineering (FOE) me-
et, organised by the pre-
stigious US National Ac-
ademy of Engineering
(NAE) and IIT-K.

The Indo-American
Science and Technology
Forum will award
$50,000 to two joint pro-
jects, conceptualised at
the meet, in nanotechno-
logy, wireless technolo-
gy, natural disaster sim-
ulation and mitigation
and the interface of biol-
ogy and medicine.

America has such a

partnership with only two other cou-
ntries --- Germany and Japan. Last
year, India had become the fourth na-
tion after Garmany, Japan and China

THe

HDUST AN 5,

India’s hi-tech
edge over US

No. of engineers produced

every year by America

o

No. of engineers produced

every year by india

3. lakh

No. of engineers produced

every year by China

4.5 lakh

America now Hés 20 per

cent fewer engineers
than what it used to have
20 years ago

MES

honoury, -

' tohave a Frontiers of Sciences pro-
4 gramme with the US National Acade-
—  my of Sciences.

The FOE meet brought together en-
gineers and scientists from the IITs.

I1Sc, NCBS. MIT, Hax-
vard, GE and University
of California. Most par-
ticipants were under 45
and hailed as the “faces
of tomorrow’s technolo-
gies”. It also marked the
first time that an NRI -
MIT professor Subra Su-
resh, one of the few Indi-
ans nominated to the
NAE — served as the US
co-chair of an FOE.

NAE president WA.
Wulf described the IIT
graduates he had inter-
acted with as “well-trai-
ned, highly motivated
and possessing an exce-
lient work ethic”.

He said: “There is no
distance between the qu-
ality of research at the
best institutes in India
and anywhere else in
the world.”

{IT-K director Sanjay
Dhande said: “The FOE

is the start of a trajectory of research
collaborations between India and Am-
erica, which will be very important for
both nations in the coming decade.”
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Bonanza for

A
HT Correspondent | *?\L
Kolkata, February28 {0
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CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY will get
Rs 100 crore from the Centre, a de-
cision that bred immediate plans
for an international network.

Unlike Lalu Prasad’s railway
budget, P. Chidambaram’s budget
has a lot of goodies for Bengal.
The state will get a national jute
board, a deep-sea port, a superfast
expressway between Kolkata and
Dhanbad and a Rs 100-crore grant
for a special-purpose tea fund.

But the university grant was the
icing on the cake. Half of it will ar-
rive immediately and half at the
end of the year. “I propose to mark
the beginning of the 150th year cel-
ebrations of Calcutta University
with a grant of Rs 50 crore for a
specified research department or a
research programme in the univer-
sity. On the conclusion of the year,
I intend to make another grant of
Rs 50 crore,” Chidambaram said in
his budget speech.

The university felt it had hit a
jackpot. “We were hoping for
some type of special grant for Cal-
cutta, Bombay and Madras uni-
versities, all of which turned 150
this year, but never expected such
a huge sum. It was a very pleasant
surprise after being denied for so
long,” said Suranjan Das, pro vice
chancellor (academic).

The grant revived an old dream.

LI
\\ '\]l \’( \
“Our un \\e ity has done very
good research work but, unlike
central universities, we have no
national or international pres-
ence. This was because of mone-
tary constraints, but now we hope
to go global. ” Das said.

The university can now send
teachers, students and scholars to
various conferences around the
world. It will also bring in experts
from the world over for their stu-
dents. “We will build a guest
house of international standards
to accommodate international
students and experts. Right now,
accommodating them is our
biggest problem,” Das said.

Authorities will meet soon to
chalk out a spending plan. “We will
first have to see how they want to
release the funds and under which
heads,” Das said. “We can hope to
get the grant after April,” registrar
Samir Banerjee added.

The university plans new
courses in emerging areas like
biotechnology, molecular biology,
biochemistry, biophysics, genetics
and IT. “We will give equal impor-
tance to regular subjects, social
science and emerging areas of sci-
ence,” said Prof Das.

The university also intends to
connect all its 160 colleges
through Edusat. Other investment
areas include hostel upgradation
and a building for the the depart-
ment of controller of exams.

Cal Univ

WHAT
BENGAL
GETS

Calcutta University
Rs 100 crore as 150th
birthday gift. Rs 50 crore
now, rest at end of year

Tea

Rs 100
crore for
special
purpose
tea fund

Jute
National jute board being
set up

Roads
Superfast expressway,
Kolkata to Dhanbad

Shipping
Deep-sea port on the
lines of Shanghai
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Govt, schools lock l)ﬂrns

over quot

CHETAN Chauhan " S
New Delhi, February 22 o 4\" L '(

THE CENTRE is moving to int;gduce 25 per
cent reservation in schools for backward
class students in the 6-14 years age group. It
also wants to do away with the

tfor poqr kids

tatlon submitted itsrecommendations to the
PMO. “The finance model has been submitted
to the Planning Commission for approval,” a
source said. The Centre will need Rs 57,000
crore over five years to recruit additional
teachers, build 17 lakh classrooms and fi-
nance elementary education in

practice of pre-admission screen-
ing for such students. .

A Right to Education bill, inco-
rporating these and other related
provisions, is ready for tabling in
the budget session of Parliament.
The government is determined to
push it through despite stiff op-
position from unaided schools.
The HRD ministry has cleared
the draft, revised after objections
from states and individuals. “We expect to in-
troduce it before the budget session closes for
recess,” a ministry source said.

The bill received a shot in the arm after the
Group of Ministers, formed to examine the
reports from experts and the National Advi-
sory Council on how to finance its implemen-

government and unaided schools.

But unaided schools have stro-
ng reservations about the quota
clause. They also oppose the role
of local authorities — panchayats
and municipal bodies — in the
admissions process.

National Progressive School
Association (NPSC) chairperson
Usha Ram said the association
had called a meeting of all unai-
ded schools on February 26 to discuss the bill
and pass a resolution.

Springdales School principal Jyoti Bose
said there was nothing wrong in the concept
but the manner of its implementation was ob-
jectionable. “We want the Centre to re-think
its implementation methodology;” she said.

rmtg



IIMS ﬁnally
get govi o
to go global

New Delhi: Relenting on its rigid stance, the Cen-
tre on Wednesday gave its nod to Indian Institutes
of Management (IIMs) to go global after amending
their Memorandum of Association and in a quid
pro quo they decided to enhance the intake of stu-
dents, a condition set by the government.

“There is absolutely no conflict between us and
the government. The ministry said amend the
MoA and go ahead (and set up campuses abroad),”
IIM-Bangalore director Prakash Apte said after
the nearly 90-minute meeting between the direc-
tors of all IIMs and HRD minister Arjun Singh
here. Describing the meeting as “productive and
cordial”, Apte said the minister and the ministry
had always been supportive of IIMs.

Although the meeting corivened by Singh was to
deliberate on issues relating to autonomy and the
measures needed to further strengthen the presti-
gious B-schools, it is understood to have focused
on the ministry’s denial of permission to IIM-B to
set up shop in Singapore. The IIM-B’s ambitious
plan to open a campus in the Asean nation suf-
fered a jolt on January 11 when the HRD ministry
refused it permission and asked it to first cater to

Will Maharashtra be third time lucky? Page 5

President all for [IMs’ foreign foray, Page 13

the huge domestic demand.

From taking a policy stand that IIMs should
cater to domestic demands to finding fault with
their MoAs, Singh at one point had even said these
institutions were not corporate entities. Observ-
ing that there were certain “legal barriers” in
modifying the MoAs, Apte said, “We have to get
the board’s approval. We have to go carefully. We
hope it will be done in three-four months.”

Referring to Singh’s observation that IIMs should
first meet the domestic needs before going global, he
said that B-schools continuously expand their ac-
tivities by introducing new programmes. Apte said
IIM-B proposed to increase its intake of students to
280 this year from the existing 250 and take it fur-
ther to 300 in 2007. Similarly, Shanker Chaudhury.
director of I[IM-Kolkata, said his institute proposed
to increase its intake from the existing 270 to 300
this year. IIM-B is also planning a software enter-™
prise programme which will be taken to Hyderabad
this year and Gurgaon and Pune from next year.

Taking the issue of B-schools’ ambition of going
abroad, Apte said the [IMs had also proposed a joint

)enture to export the “IIM brand” outside. agencies

THE TIMES OF INDIA



Lok Sabha
passes ..
quota Bill
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Reservation in private unaided
educational institutions

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday passed the Bill pro-
viding reservation for the social-
ly and educationally backward
classes, besides the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes,
in private unaided educational
institutions.

The Constitution (104th)
Amendment Bill, piloted by Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister Arjun Singh, first such
exercise by the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government, was
passed with a majority of the
members present and voting, Of
the 381 members present, 379
voted in its favour, one member
voted against it and one member
abstained.

Prior to the passage, the
House rejected an amendment
moved by Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty leader Vijay Kumar Malhotra
demanding that the Bill should
not exclude minority institu-
tions. While 110 members voted
for the amendment, 272 voted
against and three members
abstained.

Though it pressed for an
amendment, the BJP supported
the Bill as it was not against res-
ervation, Mr. Malhotra said. His

!

I references to the role of the Con-

gress during Partition led to a
brief commotion as the ruling
coalition benches joined issue.
Mr. Arjun Singh, who initially re-
fused to entangle himself, had

A

the last word, saying the BJP
president, during his Pakistan
visit, described the person, who
was behind Partition, as secular.

Support from all over

Although the debate pro-
gressed on party lines, with the
BJP and some of its allies oppos-
ing the Constitution Amend-
ment and the Shiv Sena
members walking out, support
came from across the floor.

Many members of the ruling
coalition sought legislation to
regulate admission and the fee
structure, while others stressed
that reservation should be pro-
vided in minority institutions al-
$0.

In his reply, Mr. Singh denied
the Opposition charge that the
government had not informed
the all-party meeting called by
the HRD Ministry in August that
minority institutions would be
kept out of the purview of the
Bill.

The Minister said the funda-
mental right under Article 30 (1)
stood the test of time and it was
because of the assurance to mi-
norities there were more Mus-

W\

i

S

lims in the country than in |

Pakistan.
objective but do not project it to
a point that it starts harming the
country,” he said.

Debate on Page 12
e
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President presents his vision for a developed India

2020 odyssey in 45 mmutes

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Jan. 17: President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam’s Vision
2020 left everyone speechless.
To be more precise, the other
speakers had little to say
after he made a powerpoint
presentation for 45 minutes
— double the time allotted.

It is difficult to share
thoughts on making India a
developed country in 15 years
in less than that time, so no
one was complaining in the
end.

President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam maugurates the CII meet as
governor Gopal Gandhi and chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee look on. Picture by Kishor Roy Chowdhury

“It was a wonderful pres-
entation. CII would greatly
benefit from it. We will try to
follow what he said,” officials

Pre51dent presents
- vision for 2020

» FROM PAGE 1

It was confirmed, however,
that the President had been ex-
pected to address the gather-
ing of some 1,000 delegates,
consisting of business leaders
from India and abroad and
several foreign dignitaries, for
about 20 minutes.

Titled “Dynamics of Lead-
ership”, Kalam’s talk focused
on achieving a growth rate of
10 per cent if India were to ac-
quire the status of a developed
nation.

“Given his erudition, it
(the presentation) is not sur-
prising at all. He has a vision
for the country and he shared
it with industry captains at
this appropriate forum,” a CII
official said.

What business leaders
made of the speech could not
be ascertained, nor their reac-
tion to the delay in the start of
the programme as Kalam
reached half an hour beyond
time at the venue, a result of
the late beginning to the day
the President was forced to
make because of fog.

“The President was sup-
posed to leave Raj Bhavan for

his flight to Sagar Islands at
8.30. Instead, he left a little
over an hour later, at 9.45 am.
The fog that had settled on the
RCTC (turf club, where the he-
lipad is) ground since the
break of dawn stood in the
way of pilots taking off for
Sagar,” said a police officer in
charge of VIP movement.

As a consequence, he got
delayed for all the engage-
ments in the city — Calcutta
University’s 150-year celebra-
tions and the address at the In-
dian Association for Cultiva-

tion of Science.
The delay gave the police
some anxious moments.

Kalam was supposed to return
from Sagar by 12 noon and in-
stead landed at the helipad
around 1.40, heading to Raj
Bhavan from there.

“It was a very difficult time
for us. The chief minister had
just left (Writers’ Buildings)
for his lunch at home and the
President was returning to
Raj Bhavan for his lunch (the
two moving in opposite direc-
tions),” said a police officer.

Although late by some two
hours to arrive at the universi-
ty event, the President un-

furled another vision — this
time for higher education —
before academics, former
vice-chancellors and other
dignitaries.

He proposed a project on
tele-education, with Rashtrap-
ati Bhavan as its hub and all
major universities and their
affiliates linked to it.

Communication technolo-
gy occupied pride of place in
Vision 2020, too, as the Presi-
dent spoke of bridging the dig-
ital divide between urban and
rural India.

If technology was his ob-
session in his previous avatar
as a technocrat, Kalam ap-
pears to be thriving as a com-
municator as President.

Evidence: today’s presen-
tation.

CII centre

The Confederation of Indian
Industry will set up a centre of
excellence on human resource
and leadership in Calcutta, its
chairman, Y.C. Deveshwar,
said.

CII deputy director-gener-
al Subroto Niyogi said the cen-
tre — at Salt Lake — would be

ready ina year.

of the boqﬁfederat:\rz of Indi-
an Industry, the organiser of
the event, said.

The annual CII Partner-
ship Summit here opened
with the President’s address.
Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee was present at
the inaugural session, as was
governor Gopal Gandhi, but
both were happy to leave the
stage to Kalam. After the
President, Bhattacharjee
spoke for barely five minutes,
though it could not be con-
firmed if he had prepared for
a longer stay behind the mi-
crophone.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 p»
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today approved the promulgation of the
National Commission for Minority
Educational Institutions (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2006 and its replacement by an
Act in the Budget session of Parliament.

The Ordinance and later, the relevant
legislation, would grant exemption only to
eligible minority educational institutions
from reservations for SC/ST/OBCs with
regard to students seeking admission.

The decision comes a day after
Allahabad High Court struck down the
Centre’s decision to classify AMU as a
minority institution and two days after
the Supreme Court enforced a High
Court order.

Parliament passed the Constitution
(93rd Amendment) Bill 2005 during the
winter session, exempting the minority
institutions from the purview of reserva-

A—

tion. In order to exempt eligible minority

educational institutions, it had become
necessary to empower the NEMEI by dint
of the Ordinance.

It would also enable the NEMEI to pro-
ceed against those institutions misusing
their mitiority status. '

The government also approved certain”™

minor modifications of and additions to its
earlier decisions relating to strengthening
and developing agricultural education.
Besides, the National Talent Scholarship
amount will be increased to Rs 1,000 a
month for each under-graduate student
and will be provided to these institutions
for excellence in niche areas. :

OBC list

The Union Cabinet today approved
inclusion and modification of certain

e
no

NEW DELH], Jan. 6. — The Cabinet .

“Orissa,

1 ORDINANCE TO EMPOWER INSTITUTIONS

Mileage for
rities

Decision on NMDC,
NLC deferred

NEW DELHI, Jan. 6. — The Cabinet today
deferred a decision on selling the minority
stakes in Neyveli Lignite Corporation and
National Mineral Development Corporation.
There was no mention of the matter in the
official briefing on the Cabinet decisions
taken today and it was not known if it had
been discussed at the meeting. Sources
indicated that the decision on the matter had
been put off. This follows the Left's
objections to disinvesting government
shares in the two profit-making public sector
undertakings.

Mr Prakagh Karat of the CPI-M and Mr AB
Bardhan of the CPI met the finance minister,
Mr P Chidambaram, on 29 December to be
told that the government was planning

to partiafly to sell its shares in Neyveli
Lignite, the Power Finance Corporation,
Hudco and the National Mineral
Development Corporation. — SNS

" castes and communities in the Central

list of the Other Backward Classes.

The communities included belong to
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Goa,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhyva Pradesh,
e ondichetry and”gg%tyér Pradésh,
said defence minister Mr Pranab
Mukherjee after the Cabinet meeting
chaired by the Prime Minister.

They would get the benefit of reserva-
tions in direct recruitment in civil ser-
vices and to posts under the Central
government, he said.

The eligible persons will be entitled to
assistance from the National Backward
Classes Finance and Development
Corporation for skill development
and self-employment ventures, Mr
Mukherjee said.
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