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NEW DELHI: Nine days after his ar-
rest in a drug abuse case, Rahul
Mahajan was granted bail by a
special court here on Wednes-
day upon furnishing a bail bond
of Rs. 2 lakhs and a surety of like
amount.

Granting the bail, Special
Judge Swarna Kanta Mehra said
nothing worthwhile had been
placed on record as yet by the
prosecution to show that the ac-
cused had indulged in system-
atic or organised trafficking of
drugs or was found in possession
of drugs in commercial quantity.

She directed Rahul Mahajan
not to leave the country without
prior permission of the court
and surrender his passport with-
in a day of his release. Also, he

prior permission of the court till
the filing of the charge sheet in
the case.

Further, the court asked Ra-
hul Mahajan not to tamper with
evidence or approach witnesses
in any manner.

The court had reserved its or-
ders on Tuesday at the conclu-
sion of arguments by counsel for
the prosecution and the accused.

Commenting on the conduct
and character of the accused,
Ms. Mehra in her 20-page order
on Wednesday said: “He belongs
to agood family and is an educat-

NEW DELH!: Refuting the allega-
tions of tampering with evidence
and misleading the investigation
in the Rahul Mahajan case, the
Chairman of the Apollo Hospi-
tals Group, Pratap C. Reddy, said
it was absurd that so much false-
hood should be provided to mis-
guide the public and the media
instead of appreciating the ef-
forts of the doctors of Apollo
who saved a life,

“In an emergency situation,
administrative details are sec-
ondary to saving lives and just to
set the record straight, there is
absolutely nothing that was
fudged at the hospital, “ he said
in a statement. The medico-legal
register had no confusion at all
and the samples were handed
over to the police as soon as they
came, The hospital had cooper-
ated with the police and six of
the top doctors had spent two
days answering repetitive
questions.

By way of abundant caution
and to be absolutely sure, it was
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BACK HOME: Rahul Mahajan with his mother at 7
Safdarjung Road in New Delhi on Wednesday night.
- PHOTO: PTI.

ed youth with otherwise clean
antecedents as admitted by the
prosecution. In fact, it seems
that he needs professional help
for his rehabilitation.”

Ms. Mehra admitted the con-
tention of the defence counsel
that if Rahul Mahajan had com-
mitted an offence at all under

the hospital’s choice to send the
samples to an independent lab-
oratory for analysis.

The hospital’s first priority, as
suggested by the highest court of
the land, was to stabilise any
critical patient who came to it,
and then give attention to proc-
esses and procedures, and that
was precisely what Apollo had
done. “It is indeed a sad day for
the complete medical fraternity
of the country when members of

the Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act, it
was consumption of narcotic
drugs. Itis clear at this stage that
the present applicant had con-
sumed heroin with champagne
as his blood test reveals,” she
said.

The police could not bring on

‘Charges absurd, says Apollo Chairman

their group are being trauma-
tised as a result of ongoing witch
hunting, “ Dr. Reddy said.

Police charge

PTIreports:

Faced with a court deadline to
file a status report on investiga-
tion against Apollo Hospital, po-
lice on Wednesday said they had
“ample evidence” to prove that
“tampering” was done at the
highest level to botch up the Ra-

NEW DELHI: A city court on
Wednesday directed the Delhi
Police to file by July 7 a status
report on investigations
related to the case registered
against the doctors and
management of Apollo
Hospitals in the Rahul
Mahajan drug abuse case.
Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate

Court wants status report

- Section 182 (giving falge

Kamini Lau said that since the
case was registered under

information to a public

servant) of the IPC it being a
non-cognisable offence, no ‘
one could be arrested without
awarrant. The court said ho
documents could be seized
from the hospital without its
prior permission. — PTI

. each other in the intervening
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ries of transactions of oti
drugs by the accused to cover the
present case under the ambit o
Section 27 (A) (fineincing drug
deals and harbouring drug deal-
ers),” the Judge said.

Offences covered by Section
27 (A) of the Act are non-bailable
and to be tried by a special court
designated for NDPS cases.

The bail application by Sahil |
Zaroo, the other accused in the |
case, will be taken up by the
Court for hearing on Thursday.

Meanwhile, a Metropolitan
Magistrate recorded the state- |
ment of Karan Ahuja, a prose- |
cution witness in the case.

Back to Safdarjung Road |

Immediately upon his release
from Tihar Central Jail at
around 8 p.m., Rahul Mahajan
headed straight for his late fa-
ther’s 7 Safdarjung Road resi-
dence where he was welcomed
by his mother Rekha Mahajan,
sister Poonam and uncle Gop-
inath Munde.

Rahul Mahajan was spirited
out of the jail through a side exit
to avoid media attention. At Saf-
darjung Road, celebrating his
homecoming his relatives dis-
tributed sweets among the vis-
itors. Though the family did not
interact much with media, they
informed that he would address
the Press at 5 p.m. on Thursday.

hul Mahajan case,

Police sources said “there is
ample evidence to show that the
hospital wiped off evidence dur-
ing the nearly two hour gap they
got between Rahul’s admission
to the hospital and when the po-
lice were informed.

“We are also planning to ques-
tion Apollo head Pratap Reddy
and his aide Raji Chandru in the
next couple of days,” they said.

The sources said they also
have evidence to prove that Pra-
mod Mahajan’s aide Harish
Sharma, Dr. Reddy and Ms.
Chandru made several calls to

night of June 1 and 2 between
255 am., when Rahul was
brought in, and 5 a.m., when po-
lice were informed about his ad-

mission and the death of Bibek
Moitra, pegsonal secretary of
Pramod Mahajan




310ddns sjt

{ Jnoym Aep J[BUIS B 10] dAIAINS

j0U PMOd YOIYM JUSUILIIAOR

& jo serorjod ayy 10§ aqsuodsal
o1 ayy prey sey Ared oyL

‘SaNSST

| Iay}0 [eIoA9s UO JUOD SEY

1 se ‘soeds uonyisoddo 8y}

£dnooo 3397 913 131 03 30U pauTw
-1239p St dfd Y3 awm ST

-apISINO 5322118 3y}
uo sfep pal Y} Jno dSWOO pue
opisut fepj ueaid ay) anem KoY,
:pres npreN I 's193.1s U}
uo sewijod §31 Suisoddo apyam
juswiuioacd oy Suntoddns ur
Ayoydnp, yim way) SuIBIeyD
‘ssa1u107) oY} ey} 1oy ‘sarjred
1301 oy} Sunjoelye st 4Ly PUL

. -og@pIop so11d

\

ayy} yoeq Pajol LU A [N
1s9701d atf) YLm uo L11ed 0} sAem
1se88ns pue uopele SUoRIIM
3y} 219y MaIASI pInom saure}
-a109s [edauad oy} 1g aunf UQ
‘SUOT}EI1SUOWAP YY)
ut aredonied 0} spejides ajeis
0] [oARI) P[NOM SIOPEI] [BIIUID
‘S1OLIISIP [[e U1 $359302d Y3 UT 618
-pes| ﬂ?u_.oaﬁ Jo aouasard ayy

6

2INSUA 0} PAYSE SIaM SHUN 23Rl
3y} 1Y) ABpSen ], Uo I3 pres np
-TEN YerequaA N 10peaj Ared
‘pres
}1 ‘ssaupajqepul jo onssy aI0d
9y} Ssalppe O} SUOEPUIWWO
291 34 dn 9wOd PNOYS 231U
-ur0o ay [, 's1auLrej 4q saploms Jo
Jsqunu axe| ay} ojut 0f PN
-woo Arejuaureryred jurof e jey}

popuewap os[e sey fyred ayg,
‘1 auny 10y reyrdeds
aje}s pue sieyrenbpeay 101N
-s1p A1aA9 ur pauue[d suoneIs
-UOWAP YILM payisudjul aq [{im
aoud Tro ur asealour 3y surede
uonjeyide  apmuoreu s Ajred
ejeuer eAnereyd dYL ‘1H130 MIN

] = Vw\%w @\,hounovao%otonv Muwam
s9o11d [onj Uy dseaout jsurese :owﬁ_ww, dndoys o3 drg-

THE HINGY

alalabe

v cuww

v

14 )0



——— _—

2} obey osi® 39§

S -190y30 9o1j0d ®
pres ,‘SWR(o J2y} Inoqe syqnop
SNOLIAS dABY aM ‘SBNIP JO saoel)
paeorpul pey sqe] yied S[eT
-I(1 £q pa1onpuod §359] 3Y) pue
. sgnap jo aouasaid ay3 moys jou
PIp uefeyey [NYEY UO 3UOP $1§9)
U9aIOs OIX0} A} ey} pawirep
s10300p [eydsoy oy s[ryM,,
‘waty
pesstiu 0) pagpny uadq pey
spiooal [eydsoy jey) 1s988ns
0] 3DUIPIAS SSOIOR JWOI pey
Aayy yeryy paurrepd ao1jod ayj,
‘uonye)s asrfod JeyiA
BJLIES 9Y) JB 9p0)) [eUdq uerpuj
51]3 JO 28T UOO3S I9pun 35D 3}
JO UOIjRI1SIFAI JOJ IPIO UR Pans
-s1 Apusnbesqns 1mos ayJ,
"SUOTeS1ISaAUT AU} PeI[STW
0} way} 03 wonjeurrojur Suoim
guipraold jo sofeyp uo &
-1dsoy] ofjody jsureSe aseo jele
i| -des e Jo uonensidal 1o} 1epio
ue Funyass 1anod ayy ur uorjeoryd

uefeye]y [nyey 10§

-de ue pasow osTe 3d1jod ayy],
posour uoneorddy

*dn-~309Yd € 10J S30UIIIG [ed1
-PSIN JO 23minsu] elpul-[[y sy}
0} udye) A[juenbasqns sem ‘sast
-uraid 3amod ay) apisui pasde[[od
Aieau oym ‘uefeyey Mmyey

‘¢g /ung
113 Apoisnd ferdipn( 03 Wiy juas
pue jsenbal oY) WMOp pauwin)
WNod 9y} ‘suoljediseaul ayl
ul 8unesadooo jou sem 9y jerf}
punosg syj UO SAep 2I0W Y
Aq puewar suefeyey [nyey jo
UoIsuaIXa pajsenbas aotjod syl
10] (esunod ydnoyypy -uononp
-oxd 10} 1LINOJ Isnoy elened e
0] Us¥e) sem 3y ‘Ajjusnbasqng
‘00187 [Ies
‘35€D 9} Ul pasnaoe JaYy30 a1} 03
sgnap BulA1ddns jo safreyo uo po
-3sa41e sfeuoneu UelIaSIN 93.11)
Al UM P3JUOJJU0D PUB UOT}
-e}s do1j0d Lmdesseuey)) sy} 03
uaxe) sem ueleyely [nyey ‘uone
-Uluexa [edIpewl 9yl JIoYY
‘wiry ynoqe axmbut
01 up1ye)s ad170d 9y} 03 JusM OS[e

&\ /é%

npreN yereyuap spes] 41 101U
-3s ‘Te3rdsoy 9y Je sem oy S[IYM
'SEnIp uaye} JeAsu pey Iy jey;
pue jusoouur sem 9y pawrep
9y ‘a1eyl epowr a3y} o} Jur
-re, ‘dn-3oeyd [estpal sURNOI
e I0] [eNdsoH eRjo] Jeyouen
urey 0} Udyel UdYj} sem Iy
‘Bureq-Tiom
s,uefeye]N [nyey Inoge aimbur
0} uonjels aotjod peoy beysdng,
a1} 0) Juam exysiy [(eiey] pue
beN seqqy J1enpy Siaped]
drdg Iotuss ‘Aep ayj ut IsqIey
-9o110d 9y Sut
-pesistu jo sadreyd uo [eydsoy
ofjody jsurele ases g jo uonen
-s13a1 palapio Os[e 3Inod Iy ],
‘ABpSInyJ, UoO JINod
[e20] e Aq Apojsno [eipn{ Aep
-$1 0] JUAS SBM ‘AePUOIN UO 2I9Y
10V seourisqng  ordorjoydssg
pue sSni( onjodreN a9yl Iapun
9o1fod 119 943 Aq PalsalIe sem
oym ‘ueleyepy poureig Iaped]
Areq ejeuepr edgereyqg Uule[s
Jo uos ‘wefeye [(uyeY ‘IH1IA MIN

V@m% o¢ K%v Iayr0day Jels

N

‘

Apo3snd [eIdIp

ADpsany T 1
1Y]a@ MaN Ui §74n0D ASNOE] DIDIV 3y} ID SIUIDS 3y SL
uawaojod £q paLipd s} up/PYDIY INYDY iMYT 30 SYNOOIY

THE HINDU

et {

Tebge

’



- - e

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 20(}6/

o MalaiseN A
e too deep oV

¥ t is raining scandal in the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
backyard — sleaze, murder, and now a suspected case
of liquor-and-drug overdose. And who should the lat-
est ignominy involve but the friend and family of
Pramod Mahajan, murdered by his own brother for motives
that are still unclear. The scandal claimed the life of Bibek
Moitra, the senior Mahajan’s private secretary, and hospi-
talised his son Rahul Mahajan — now arrested on serious
charges under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (Prevention) Act. That the mishap followed a cham-
pagne party held the night before Moitra and the younger
Mahajan were to leave for Guwahati for the ritual immer-
sion of the slain leader’s ashes speaks to the distance the BJP
has travelled from its self-righteous ‘party with a difference’
days. Unsurprisingly, the party tried to distance itself by
contending that it was a family matter not linked to the
party. But I'affaire Rahul Mahajan cannot be so easily dis-
missed. The young man aspired to fill his father’s slot in the
party, apparently with some encouragement from helms-
man Rajnath Singh. Moitra’s association with the parivar
goes back a longer way: pre-Mahajan, he was active in the
youth wing of the Maharash{ra BJP and served as secretary
to Gopinath Munde. In a further complication, the former
Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra, who is married to
Pramod Mahajan’s sister, has aired his belief — against all
the current evidence — that Moitra and Rahul were “poison-
ed” by enemies of the Mahajan family.

Who would gain from eliminating the supposedly all-
knowing secretary and son of the BJP’s presumptive ‘man of
the future’ who was brutally denied that future? Atal Bihari
Vajpayee sought to defuse a potentially explosive situation
with the statesman-like remark that it was not uncommon
for young people to go astray. The BJP’s immediate imper-
ative is to bury the past: what better way to do this than to
attribute all the recent degenerative ills to the ‘Mahajan
culture™ This is a euphemism for lifestyle changes visible in
all sections of the saffron family, including the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh. It is a different matter that the RSS is
in the forefront of an inner-party campaign for ‘moral
cleansing.” The command centre strongly disapproved of
Pramod’s fast-track life, a stance hardened by the ugliness of
the flamboyant general secretary’s death and his son’s head-
line-hogging travails. Indeed, it was to please the RSS that a
section of the BJP distanced itself from Rahul, projecting
him instead as a protégé of the party president. The irony is
difficult to miss. Handpicked by the RSS, Mr. Rajnath Singh
was thought to be the man to reform a party ‘gone off course’
under Lal Krishna Advani. In its two years out of power, a
once-formidable party has lurched from crisis to crisis,
unable to perform its role in the opposition and quite the
antithesis of an organisation professing value-based politics.
The malai;e is too deep for any quick fix.
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BJP washes
its hands of
the episode.,

U 17
T Correspondent ll e
New Delhi, June3 Z)\ g

A |

FACING ED/EARRASSMENT
over the controversy surround-
ing Rahul -Mahajan and his fa-
ther’s aide Vivek Moitra, the BJP
on Saturday
sought to dis-
tance itself
from the affair.
It said that. it
was a tragedy in
the family of its
deceased leader
Pramod Maha-
jan but the par-
ty had nothing
to do with it.

The issue is
believed to have
figured at a

. meetmg- Of tOp BRSNS ot
party leaders at L'KT Advani
the residence of Opposition
leader L.K. Advani where con-
cern was expressed over its pos-
sible fallout on the BJP’s image.
The leaders were apparently anx-
ious over the fact that the
lifestyle of Rahul and Moitra,
both of whom were said to have
been affected by an overdose of
cocaine, was being linked to the
BJP’s values.

BJP spokesperson Sushma
Swaraj told newsmen after the
meeting that it was the sort of
thing that could happen in any
family and should not be linked to
the party in any manner. The is-
sue had not figured at the meeting
at all, she said. '

According to her, the meeting
discussed the issue of the Presi-
dent returning the Office of Prof-
it Bill to Parliament, among oth-
er things. Those present includ-
ed Jaswant Singh, Ravi Shankar
Prasad, S.S. Ahluwalia and Arun
Jaitley. A few days earlier, Rahul
had been invited by BJP presi-
dent Rajnath Singh for lunch
with senior leaders at the party’s
national executive. It is believed
that he was tipped for a position
in the party’s youth wing.

1RE HIDUST AN TIMES



BJP leadership in a dilemma over
Rahul Mahajan episode

Party leaders contradict each other on the line to be adopted; Rahul was poisoned, says Munde

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party revealed its dilemma over
the Rahul Mahajan episode on
Saturday with party leaders ap-
pearing to contradict each other
on the line to be adopted.

The son of slain BJP leader
Pramod Mahajan was admitted
to Apollo Hospital here in a crit-
ical condition in the early hours
of Friday. Mr. Mahajan’s person-
al secretary, Bibek Moitra, who
had spent the previous evening
with Rahul, was brought dead to
the hospital. Initial reports sug-
gested that it was a case of liquor
and drug overdose at a party
where four others were present.

Speaking to the Press on Sat-
urday after a meeting at the resi-
dence of senior leader L.K.
Advani, general secretary Sush-
ma Swaraj described it as a fam-
ily tragedy unconnected to the
party. “Why do you want to link
everything to the party,” she
asked. It was a sad moment for
the family of the party’s late gen-
eral secretary. The party also
dissociated itself from Moitra,
who was personal secretary to
senior Maharashtra BJP leader
Gopinath Munde in Mumbai be-
fore moving to Delhi to join Mr.
Mahajan’s team, Mr. Mahajan’s
sister is married to Mr. Munde.

Munde’s charge

However, within hours of Ms.
Swaraj dismissing the matter,
fresh controversy erupted with
Mr. Munde going on record to
allege that Rahul had been poi-
soned. Quoting the toxicology
report released by Apollo Hospi-
tal, Mr. Munde held that con-
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“HE WAS POISONED": BJP leader Gopinath Munde talking to the media about his
nephew Rahul Mahajan at Apollo Hospital in New Delhi on Saturday. - PHOTO: PTI

trary to media reports, no
cocaine or heroin was found in
Rahul’s urine sample. He said his
nephew was the victim of a
larger conspiracy aimed at de-
faming the Mahajan family.

“He seems to have been poi-
soned.” Mr. Munde said -
though he also claimed that he
did not want to “rush matters” —
that the police “must conduct an
impartial inquiry.”

By late evening, the BJP had
adopted a softer line. Party spo-
kesperson Prakash Javdekar
said: “We cannot say that we
have nothing to do with it. Rahul

Mahajan’s father was a BJP lead-
er, while Bibek Moitra wasi a
member of the BJP who was gc-
tive in its youth wing. What hap-
pened is sad and shocking. We
regret Mr. Moitra’s death and
pray for the early recovery of Ra-
hul”

On the circumstances of the
tragedy, he said: “It is for the
police to investigate all angles,
including whether there was a
conspiracy behind it.”

Mr. Munde’s insinuation and
the BJP’s willingness to explore
“the conspiracy angle” come at a
time of deep speculation within

THE HINDU

the party on the circumstances
leading to Moitra’s death and the
younger Mahajan’s hospitalisa-
tion,

Barely was the twin-tragedy
flashed on television than it was
unofficially hinted that Pramod
Mahajan’s son had paid the price
for a daring lifestyle that
brought his father to ruin. High-
ly placed sources informally let
it be known that Moitra was a
known substance user who fre-
quented celebrity parties. Fur-
ther, they added, Rahul had a
predilection for being “unsta-
ble”. These sources also dis-

o Initlal reports suggested |
that it was a case of !
liquor and drug overdose

i

o Sushma Swaraj described
it as a family tragedy ;
unconnected to the party

o "We cannot say that we ‘
have nothing to do with
it": BJP spokesperson

counted reports that Rahul was
on the verge of being admitted to -
the party. Said a senior leader:
“He wanted to join the BJP but
there was never any move from
the party.”

Rahul’s induction |
On the other hand, the senior
Mahajan’s supporters insisted
that Rahul’s induction was but a |
formality; it was just a matter of
“when and in what position”.
They pointed out that at the re-
cent national executive of the
party in New Delhi, Rahul was
introduced to top BJP leaders.
“Rajnathji is on record that he |
wanted him to work for the par- |
ty,” said a party functionary, |
who also felt that “it was way too
much of a coincidence” that
within a month of Mr. Mahajan’s
murder his secretary should be :
dead and his son admitted to
hospital in a critical condition.
“If this was a lifestyle affliction,
why did this happen only now? |
And why were only two people |
affected when there were six !
people on the scene?” i

More reports on Page 14
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Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: Former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Biliari Vajpayee on Sun-
day . broke his silence on the
sordid Mahajan-Moitra episode
of June 2 indicating that he
wanted to come to the aid of the
embattled Mahajan family hit by
adouble tragedy within amonth.

Referring to- Rahul Mahajan,
the son of deceased BJP general
secretary Pramod Mahajan, who
has hovered between life and
death in Delhi’s Apollo Hospital
for two days, Mr. Vajpayee re-
portedly said: “Young people do
make mistakes. We will help him
take the right path.” Mr. Vaj-
payee made his comments to a
television channel in Manali
where he is holidaying.

Two views

With Mr. Vajpayee’s com-
ments clearly two views have
emerged in the party. One was
articulated by BJP leader Sush-
ma Swaraj on Saturday that the
suspected drugs and alcohol
combination that resulted in the
death of Bibek Moitra, who had

! been personal secretary to Pra-

mod Mahajan since 1995, and
had seriously threatened the life
of Mahajan's son, Rahul, was the

l personal tragedy of the Mahajan

05
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family and “everythmg shoul
not be linked to the party”.

Significantly, Ms. Swaraj had
said this after a meeting of party
leaders at the residence of Lead-
er of Opposition LK. Advani,
suggesting that this was the Ad-
vani view on how the problem
should be tackled: BJP should
distance itself from the episode.

Mr. Vajpayee’s comments on
Sunday represent the other view
in the party: that the party
should not be seen to have de-
serted the family of a leader who
had served it for nearly three
decades.

The comments made by Mr.
Vajpayee and Ms. Swaraj are be-
ing seen as two opposing view-
points, and two different ways to
handle the crisisthat have
emerged from the two senior
leaders, Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani.

A minority view

There is another, and as yet
a minority view in the Bharatiya
Janata Party that the kind of
culture that allowed “shady
characters” easy access to pow-
erful politicians in the party
“should never have been al-
lowed”.

1t is voiced by the saner voices
in the party, and the hope is that

g

s His comments represent
the view that BJP
shouldn't be seen as
deserting the family

» Saner voices feel the
episofde has come as
a ‘shock therapy’ for
the party

N

this voice may now be heard. It
was said that the episode — it has
not yet become clear whether it
was a case of drugs overdose or
even poison being administered
— has come as a “shock therapy”
for the party. “We needed a
shaking ... this kind of thing was
waiting to happen.”

It was pointed out that the
BJP had virtually decided to give
party membership to a politician
who has many criminal cases

. registered against him.

FHE HiuY

That was stopped after several
party leaders : protested. All
kinds of shady characters were
given easy and permanent access
to very senior party leaders.

That was bound to backfire
some day. The happenings in the
Mazhajan house at 7 Safdarjung
Road on the night of June 1 and
2, it is being hoped, will make
some party leaders sit up and
take note of the saner voices in
the party.

Munde for restraint

There is also the view ex-
pressed most prominently by
Maharashtra leader Gopinath
Munde that at least the party
should refrain from jumping to
conclusions before the police
complete its investigations.
“Even if someone is used to tak-
ing drugs, would they be taking
them in front of unknown char-
acters?”

This question was posed by
one senior party zader, who also
added: “If both Moitra and Ra-
hul were regular drug abusers, as
alleged by some, would they
both be affected by an overdose?
That was a highly unlikely coin-
cidence unless something else
was mixed in the drug supplied,
and if that was the case, some
mischief was intended.”
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‘Scorpene good,

but deal

HT Correspondent U
New Delhi, March 22 Y Y v
The Scorpene deal is threatening to
snowball into a full-blown controversy.
Sharpening its claws on the issue of al-
leged kickbacks in the Scorpene sub-
marine deal, the NDA on Wednesday
demanded a comprehensive inquiry
and termination of the contract.

However, it said it did not question
the quality of the submarine but the
manner in which it was being pro-
cured.

Leader of Opposition L.K. Advani,
while expressing disappointment with
defence minister Pranab Mukherjee's
statement in Lok Sabha on the issue,
alleged that the Scorpene deal had
been violated by the French supplier as
amiddleman, Abhishek Verma, said to
be acting on behalf of Congress, had
received a huge sum of money as com-
mission.

“Therefore, the middleman must be
arrested immediately, the Scorpene
deal should be scrapped and a compre-
hensive and credible inquiry be insti-
tuted to fix political responsibility and
ascertain facts relating to the scandal,”
he demanded.

Former Defence Ministers in the
NDA Government George Fernandes
and Jaswant Singh , who is also Leader
of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,were
also present with Advani when he
spoke on the deal.

“I had always maintained that Bo-
fors is a very good gun but the procure-
ment method was wrong. Similarly, the
Scorpene is a very good system, Singh
told mediapersons.

1s bad’,

PTI

Jaswant Singh and George Fernandes
brief the media on Wednesday.

“We are not questioning the quality
of the weapon but the methodology of
procurement,” the former defence min-
ister said.

The BJP leader rebutted Mukher-
jee’s statement on the deal pointing out
several flaws.

“Exposes of the Scorpene scandal re-
veal continuing governmental obfusca-
tion aimed at diverting the nation’s at-
tention from a high-level cover-up op-
eration,” he said.

Dismissing the Opposition’s charges
of kickbacks in the deal, the defence
minister claimed that the government
had reduced the cost by Rs 313 crore
and signed “integrity” pacts to ensure
transparency. /



Manmohan and Buta Singh

should go, demands NDA

Delegation meets President Kalam and submits memorandum

A
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TAKING IT TO THE PRESIDENT: NDA leaders Jaswant Singh, L.K. Advani, George Fernandes, Digvijay Singh and Rqjnath Singh briefing the media
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after submitting a memorandum to the President in connection with the Supreme Court verdict on the dissolution of Bthar Assembly, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday. = PHOTO: R. V. MOORTHY

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The National Demo-
cratic Alllance (NDA) on
Wednesday urged President
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam to seek the
resignation of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and dismiss
Bihar Governor Buta Singh fol-
lowing the Supreme Court judg-
ment that the dissolution of the
Assembly last May was illegal.

A delegation led by NDA con-
vener George Fernandes and
BJP leader L.K. Advani submit-
ted a memorandum to Mr. Ka-
lam here and said “political
morality” and “democratic ac-
countability” demanded that the
Prime Minister and the Bihar
Governor quit their offices. Rep-

resentatives of the Akali Dal, the
Biju Janata Dal and the Shiv Se-
na joined the delegation.

“Governor should not
take salute”

Speaking to mediapersons,
Mr. Advani said the NDA also
urged the President to ensure
that the Bihar Governor did not
take the Republic Day salute in
Patna. “If that happens it would
be most unfortunate.”

The delegation wanted the
President to ascertain from the
Prime Minister and Home Min-
ister Shivraj Patil whether be-
fore Mr. Buta  Singh
recommended the dissolution of
the House, anybody from the of-
fice of the Prime Minister, the

Home Minister or United Pro-
gressive Alliance chairperson
Sonia Gandhi talked to him.
“The nation has the right to
know if the unconstitutional,
mala fide report was the brain-
wave and handiwork of the Gov-
ernor or it was a command
performance. Was he following
somebody’s orders?”

Centre’s culpability

Although Mr. Buta Singh was
responsible for recommending
the dissolution, the culpability
of the Centre, the Prime Minis-
ter and the Union Council of
Ministers was much greater, Mr.
Advani said.

“Finding a scapegoat, be it Bu-
ta Singh in this matter or Natwar

Singh in the Volcker Report con-
troversy or H.R. Bhardwaj in the
Quattrocchi case, undermines
the principle of accountability.”

The Opposition would teke
the issue to the streets and make
it the main issue in the budget
session of Parliament.

‘Undue haste’

The four-page memorandum
questioned the “compelling ne-
cessity” for holding®a Union
Cabinet meeting at . midpight,
where the Governor’s report fa-
vouring the dissolution’ of the
Assembly was accepted with
“undue haste and without any
application of mind or verifica-
tion.”

It questioned the “urgency” in

approaching the President “at

_.dead of night in faraway Mos-

cow” for seeking a Proclamation.

Quoting the Prime Minister
as having said at Ranthambore
in Rajasthan on May 24 last that
“an atmosphere of horse-trading
of the worst kind prevailed” and
the Government had “consider-
able information to substantiate
the Governor’s recommenda-
tion,” the memorandum said “he
became an active participant in

_misleading the nation and the

President.”

“Quite naturally, he got a cho-
rus of support from UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, all allies of
the UPA and even the leaders of
the Left,” the memorandum
said.



