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10 child labourers

N e e

The Boys Were Found Workmg In The Canteen Of Govt’s W:m Dairy

By Rukmini Shrinivasan/TNN

Mumbai: Deputy chief
minister R R Patil may have
declared that Mumbai will
be child labour-free by Au-
gust 15, but here’s a sign
that it may not be that easy.
On Saturday morning, the
task force constituted by
Patil to clamp down on child
labour rescued ten under-
age boys from the govern-
ment’s own dairy at Worli.

The boys, who were work-
ing in the canteen which
caters to employees of the
Worli Dairy at Worli
Seaface, lived in a small
room next to it. The dairy
produces drinks like En-
ergee, masala milk and
packaged milk. The boys did
the cooking, cleaning and
serving at the canteen, run
by manager Sudhakar Shet-
ty on a contract basis. They
said they had been working
there between one to five
months.

While Shetty insisted that
he sent them to school, none
of them could give the name
of a school or show any
books. “I never asked them
to work—they do it on their
own,” Shetty said. He later
produced a muster of the
number of days each boy

.

/ ADP 7(7‘3%

After the rescue, the boys relished a meal at the very canteen
they worked in till a few hours ago

had worked. None of them
had morey nor knew if their
parents had been given any.

After they were rescued
and their names taken
down, the boys sat down in
the same canteen where
they had been serving the

Tk
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dairy’s employees for a
quick meal before they were
taken away. After months of
waiting on tables, they en-
joyed being on the other
side, making the staff run
around and ordering “rice
plate” and lassis. “Aaj tum

r A

rgscged

chai lao mama,”’
said Gokul (13)
laughingly to the
canteen’s older
staff.

“We have fol-
lowed all rules. It’s
the contractor who
may have erred,”
said V A Gaikwad,
general manager of
the Worli, Kurla
and Aarey Milk
Colony dairies. “If
there have been
any lapses, I will

legal action,”
added.

The task force
comprising repre-
sentatives of the
BMC’s shops and
establishments de-
partment, labour
department, police
and NGO Pratham,
acted on a tip-off
by a dairy employ-
ee and raided the
canteen on Satur-
day morning after
days of planning.

While four of the boys
gave addresses in the city,
the rest came from outside
Mumbai. The children will
be sent home after their age
and addresses are verified.
Shetty has been arrested.
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Chirac -
scraps -

-

Y

joblaw -

Associated Press

PARIS, April 10: President
Jacques Chirac today aban-
doned an employment
measure that triggered
massive  protests and
strikes, bowing to intense
pressure from students and
unions and dealing a blow
to his loyal premier in a bid
to pull France out of crisis.
Prime Minister Mr
Dominique de Villepin,
who devised the jobs law,
had faced down protesters
for weeks, insisting that its
most divisive provision, a
so-called “first job con-
tract” was necessary to
reduce high unemploy-
ment rates among French
youths by making it easier
for companies to hire, and
fire, young workers.
Students and other
opponents had feared the
job contract would erode
coveted job security and
some unions trurnpeted
the retreat by Mr Chirac
and his Prime Minister.
Acting on advice from Mr
Villepin, his longtime pro-
tege, Mr Chirac “decided to
replace” the provision with
ameasure aimed at “youths
in difficulty”, a statement

from Mr Chirac’s office
said. The proposal emerged
after talks the legislators
held last week with unions
and student groups to find
ways of ending the crisis.

A somber Villepin, in a
television appearance,
explained that his original
legislation was designed
to curb the “despair of
many youths” and strike a
“better balance
between more flexibility
for the employer and
more security for work-
ers”. The crisis has dis-
credited Mr Chirac and
devastated Mr Villepin
and his presidential ambi-
tions. The new measures
increase the government’s
role in the workplace
instead of decreasing
them, as Mr Villepin had
sought. The job contract
“is dead and buried”, said
Mr Jean-Claude Mailly of
the Workers Force union.
A new, four-point plan
sent to parliament would
beef up existing job con-
tracts, rather than enact
new ones. The govern-
ment would offer more
state support for compa-
nies that bring on young
workers.
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Dunlop to

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 9

DUNLOP INDIA
Ltd’s Sahagunj fact-
ory is only a fortnig-
ht away from re-ope-
ning, the Pawan Ku-
mar Ruia group said
on Sunday. Group
chairman PK. Ruia
signed an agreement
with the Citu-affiliat-
ed Dunlop Workers’
Union and the Intuc-
affiliated Dunlop
Rubber Factory
Labour Union. All
pending issues, incl-
uding compensation % S

to workers seeking IT’S ADEAL:

early retirement, ha-  Pawan Ruia and Intuc’s Ranjit Neogi
ve been taken care of.

The Sahagunj plant will open within a fortnight, but
production begins in August or September. The manage-
ment will retain 1,200 of the 2,700 workers. The remaining
1,500 will be offered an early retirement scheme (ERS).
Once operation begins, the company will require another
400-500 contract workers for which preference will be giv-
en to employees who have worked for Dunlop before.

The Ruias will initially spend Rs 40-45 crore to begin
work at Sahagunj. The agreement was signed at Ruia
Centre, the company’s plush new office in south Kolkata.

Gratuity payment to the workers will bear two compo-
nents. First, the company will clear outstanding gratuity
(Rs 3-4 crore) to workers who have already retired on or be-
fore the factory resumes production. Second, for workers
opting to take ERS, the management will pay half their
dues in two instalments, to be cleared within three months
of reopening, That translates to another Rs 150-200 crore.

In all, the Ruias will have to fork out Rs 400 crore towa-
rds settling workers’ liabilities, capital expenditure and
working capital. Dunlop has a liability of Rs 650 crore,
which the new management plans to bring down to Rs 450
crore. The company has approached the government,
seeking the status of a relief undertaking.

“We have urged the state government to waive some
outstanding electricity dues. Things will be settled soon.”
Ruia said. He blamed encroachers, including some small-
scale industries that have come up in the 233-acre Dunlop
Township, for the inflated electricity bills.

Dipankar Roy of Dunlop Workers’ Union said that the
workers had faced hardships over the years. Ranjit Guha
Neogi of the Intuc-affiliated union said they would be bet-
ter off after Sunday’s agreement.

The Ruia group has already finalised an agreement
with workers of the company’s plant in Ambattur (Tamil
Nadu) and the plant would re-open on Monday for main-
tenance work.

See also Page 11

- iHE HM w0 LaES

[ Xl



Deal sighed, .

Dunlop set: ~

A

for fresh start

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, April 9: Days before
the first phase of polls in the
state, the final agreement for
the reopening of Dunlop’s
Sahagunj unit was signed to-
day between the new owner,
Pawan Ruia, and the unions.

The long-term wage pact
with a built-in productivity
clause was forged a day be-
fore Duniop’s other factory at
Ambattur in Tamil Nadu go-
es to production.

Ruia and representatives
of the two unions, Dipankar
Roy of the Citu and Ranjit
Guha Niyogi of the Intuc said
they were happy, though not
all in as many words.

“I am happy that the final
agreement has been signed
paving way for (the) restarti-
ng of (the) Sahagunj factory,”
Ruia said.

Guha Niyogi said he was
“not unhappy” after all.

Having signed the dotted
line at Ruia’s south Calcutta
office, Roy expressed hope
that the new owner would in-
vest more in the factory and
create more jobs.

Although no state govern-
ment representative was pre-
sent today, the development
will come as a big relief for
the ruling Left Front, whose
main campaign planks have
been development and indus-
trialisation.

The terms of the pact bro-
adly followed the memorand-
um of understanding signed
by the new management
and workers at Writers’
Buildings on January 24 at
the behest of industries min-
ister Nirupam Sen.

Production at Sahagunj

in Hooghly, about 60 ki from
Calcutta, is expected to begin
in September. Work to ensure
a fresh start by that date will
begin in two weeks.

According to broad terms
of the deal (see box), 1,200 of
the existing 2,700-strong wo-
rkforce will be retained. The
rest will offered early retire-
ment schemes (ERS).

Ruia said about 400-500
more people will be deployed
on contract and the workers
offered ERS would be given
preference.

The ERS amount — to be
calculated depending on the
basis of the number of years
left in service — has been
capped at Rs 120,000 and will
be fully paid within 6 months
from the start of production.
The gratuity money will also
be paid within that period.

The management has agr-
eed to pay Rs 5,000 as dues on
account of back wages on Ap-
ril 30. Those opting for ERS
will be paid the rest of the
amount within six months
from the start of production
and the rest — in two equal
instalments — within a year.

While Ruia has agreed to
shell out about Rs 43-45 crore
as workers’ dues, he also for-
ced them to raise daily prod-
uction from 90 tonnes a day
to 120 tonnes.

Moreover, the salary will
remain the same as what us-
ed to be in August 2001, when
Dunlop closed down. Ruia,
however, agreed to give an
annual increment of Rs 100
for the next three years.

According to the manage-
ment’s estimate, about Rs 450
crore has to be pumped in to
restart the operations.
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French PM refuses to back

down on job 1

A

AGENCE France-Presse, .
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Paris, March 20 N
FRENCH PRIME Minister Do-
minique de Villepin was steeling
himself on Monday for a show-
down over his contested youth
jobs plan, ignoring an ultima-
tum for its withdrawal from the
organisers of a growing protest
movement.

"Laws of the Republic, voted
democratically by parliament,
must be respected,” Villepin said
in a letter sent to members of his
centre-right Union for a Popular
Movement (UMP).

Student leaders were to meet
later to determine the next phase
in their campaign against the
First Employment Contract
(CPE), amid signs that the stand-
off with the government will fur-
ther intensify in the days ahead
with a possible general strike.

After hundreds of thousands
took part in violent mass
protests on Saturday, organisers
gave Villepin a 48-hour deadline
to withdraw the contract, which
allows companies to fire employ-
ees aged under 26 without moti-
vation in a two-year trial period.
But Villepin told UMP deputies
that the CPE was "an essential
tool for freeing up the labour
market and creating jobs".

"All young people, whatever
their origin, must be able to
practice a trade that corresponds
with their qualifications." The
prime minister urged his party
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Students stage a sit-in demonstration in Paris on Monday.

to explain the new jobs pro-
gramme to the public. Villepin
was himself to meet a youth del-
egation in the afternoon, while
education minister Gilles de Ro-
bien invited student organisa-
tions for talks. Most declined,
saying the contract's withdrawal
was a precondition.

Conceived by Villepin as a tool
for bringing down France's high
levels of youth unemployment,
which reaches 50 per cent in ar-
eas hit by last year's riots, the
CPE was adopted by parliament
10 days ago and is now waiting to
be written into the statute books.
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But an opposition alliance of
unions, students and left-wing
parties say it is a charter for em-
ployer exploitation and a breach
of hard-won social rights.

Most of the country's 85 uni-
versities remained partially or
totally shut down by student
strikes on Monday, and for the
first time tens of secondary
schools or lycees across the
country were also affected. The
National Union of Lycee stu-
dents has called for a "day of ac-
tion" on Tuesday. Union leaders
have raised the possibility of a
day of strikes during the week.
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pean youth

Rlotmg\in France Over Job l.aw |Alcohol -Fuelled Mayhem On Spain's Streets

Paris: French students clashed
with police outside the Sorbonne
University on Saturday after
500,000 people protested nation-
wide against a new jobs law. More
than 150 people were arvested.

Police also fired tear gas to dis-
perse skirmishing youths at the
end of a march in eastern Paris, At
the Sorbonne, they turned water
canons on hundreds of protesters
who torched a store and dismantled
a barricade. Seven officers and 17
protesters were injured at the Place
de la Nation and the Sorbonne, At
the Sorbonne, police were seen
throwing youths to the ground, hit-
ting them and dragging them into
vans. Cars were set ablaze and a
McDonald’s restaurant and store
fronts attacked.

Protest organisers have urged
President Jacques Chirac to block
a new law that makes it easier for
employers to fire young workers.
They demanded an answer by Mon-
day—then they will decide whether
to continue protests that have
paralysed 16 universities and dom-
inated political discourse.

The controversy over the jobs '

law has threatened to weaken the
government as elections approach
next year, The law;, which is to go
into effect in April, allows employ-
ers to fire young workers in the
first two years on a job without giv-
ing a reason. The government says
the law will encourage companies
to hire young workers.

Youth joblessness—which stands
at 23% nationwide, and 50% among
impoverished youth—was blamead
in part for the riots that shook sub-
urbs last fall. They also left French

people wondering whether Prime

Minister Dominique de Villepin, in
the toughest test of his nearly 10-
month tenure, would hold out. The
usually outspoken premier was
conspicuously silent during Satur-
day’s protests. Chirac has pushed
Villepin to act “as qmckly as possi-
ble” to defuse the crisis.

The march in Paris became vio-
lent as it ended, with youths setting
a car afire, smashing a shop win-
dow, trashing a bus stop and hurl-
ing stones, golf balls and other ob-
jects at police. a»
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Youths rallied revellers by
e-mail and SMS messages
for ‘macrobotetiones’ in 20

- cities around Spain on Friday,
while authorities pleaded
with parents to keep their
children under control and
warned them of the danger

of under-age drinking

Protest organisers have
urged President Jacques
Chirac to block a new law
that makes it easier for
employers to fire young
workers. They demanded an
answer hy Monday, when
they will decide whether t¢
continue the protests
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Madrid: A mass street drinking
session by Spanish youths turned
into a riot in Barcelona in which 68
people were injured and 54 arrest-
ed. Another 12 people were hurt
and 16 arrested in clashes early on
Saturdaybetween police and street
drinkers in the historic city of
Salamanca, 180km northwest of
Madrid, state radio said.

Tens of thousands of young peo-
ple congregated in cities around
Spain on Friday night in an at-
tempt to hold the country’s biggest
street drinking session or ‘botel-
lon’ (big botile).

In Barcelona, the event degener-

ated into pitched battles between
police and drinkers in the narrow
old streets of the city centre that
lasted most of the night. The riot
began after midnight when youths
began throwing bottles and cans at
police who responded with baton
charges and fired rubber bullets,
according to media reports. Fire-
men were called to put out 50
blazes as the youths set fire to bins.
Shop windows were broken and
several shops ransacked, mediare-
ports said. A Barcelona municipal
police spokesman blamed the dis-
turbances on about 200 people who
he said were out to cause trouble.
He said the 68 injured included 37
police officers. .
Bombarded with noise, the
stench of urine and vomit on the
streets, many city councils bro-
ught in rules to ban drinking on
the street. Police now patrol many
hotellon spots at weekends, mov-
ing along groups of teenagers who
mix cocktails with cheap spirits or
‘calimocho’ (red wine and cola).
Youths rallied revellers by e-
mail and SMS messages for ‘mac-
robotellones’ in 20 cities around
Spain on Friday, while authorities
pleaded with parents to keep their
children under control and war-
ned them of the danger of under-
age drinking. Some e-mails and
Smses read: “Drink, drink, drink,
and while you're at it blast the
bars’ high prices” A police
spokesman said: “We've never
seen anything like this in Grana-
da. There’s no doubt that this is the
biggest botellon in Spain.” reuters



Bill for unorganised
labour likely in this
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session: Minister”

Calls for a National Social Security Authority \»/

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Government will
introduce a Bill for workers in
the unorganised sector, most
likely before the end of the bud-
get session, Union Minister for
Labour and Employment K.
Chandrasekhara Rao said on
Saturday.

He told the Rajya Sabha that
he shared the members’ concern
over the problem of unorganised
workers. “The Government is
seized of the matter. We will
come to the House with ade-
quate Jegislation.”

The Unorganised Sector
Workers’ Social Security Bill was
being finalised. Agriculture la-
bour would be included in it. The
Bill calls for establishment of a
National Social Security Author-
ity, comprising a supervisory
board and an executive office.
The Authority will formulate a
policy in coordination with the

State governments, welfare
boards and other agencies for
unorganised workers.

Mr. Rao was replying to a dis-
cussion on the working of the
Ministry.

Asked whether the Govern-
ment proposed to raise the in-
terest on Employees Provident
Fund from 8.5 per cent, he de-

mia 200

e No comments on EPF
rate revision

« Government committed
to abolishing child fabour

» MNCs covered under
national laws

clined to comment. He said

it was a policy decision, which
could not be announced, as elec-
tions were due in five States. “1
am bound by the Election Com-
mission’s model code of con-
duct.”

The Government was com-
mitted to abolishing child labour
and action would be taken
against those who employed
children.

The budget allocation for abo-
lition of child labour was raised
from Rs. 178 crore to Rs. 602
crore in the Tenth Plan. The Na-
tional Child Labour Project,
launched in 12 districts, was ex-
tended to 250 districts all over
the country. Fiftyeight hazard-
ous areas were identified and Rs.
2 lakh was given to each District
Collector for creating awareness
of child labour.

On the problem of contract la-
bourers working abroad, Mr.

Rao said the matter did not re-
late to his Ministry but he would
take it up with the Prime
Minister.

Housing scheme

Replying to queries, Mr. Rao
said the Government would
make efforts to reduce beedi
workers’ contribution from Rs.
5,000 under a subsidised hous-
ing scheme. The Ministry was
reviewing all 47 Labour Acts to
see if amendments were re-
quired to make them more effec-
tive.

Mr. Rao said there was no sep-
arate rule for multinationals,
which were covered under the
national laws.

Several members had com-
plained that MNCs were de-rec-
ognising labour unions and that
they did not recognise the rights
of workers.

Superspeciality hospitals
The Minister said Rs. 200
crore was earmarked for setting
up four superspeciality Employ-
ees State Insurance Corporation
hospitals in Hyderabad, Mum-
bai, Delhi and Kolkata. One
hundred Industrial Training In-
stitutes were modernised an
400 more would be upgraded
with World Bank assistance.



Labour reforms needed to

hoost productivity: Survey

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL: India perhaps, has
some lessons to learn from
China in labour reforms, ac-
cording to the Economic Sur-
vey 2005-06. China, with a
history of extreme employ-
ment security, has drastically
reformed its labour relations
and created a new labour mar-
ket, making workers highly
mobile.

“Although there have been
mass layoffs and open unem-
ployment, high rates of indus-
trial growth especially in the
coastal regions helped their re-
deployment. In spite of hard-
ship, workers in China seem to
have benefited from wage
growth, additional job creation
and new opportunities for self-
employment,” says the Survey.

Advocating the need for re-
forms in labour laws and mar-
kets, it says that the Indian
labour market is characterised
by a sharp dichotamy. While a
large number of establish-
ments in the unorganised sec-
tor remain outside any
regulation, the organised sec-
tor has been regulated fairly
stringently.

It says that studies indicated
that the laws of the nation are
highly protective of labour, and
labour markets are relatively
inflexible. These laws apply on-
ly to the organised sector, and
consequently, they restricted
labour mobility and led to cap-
ital-intensive methods in the
organised sector, besides af-
fecting adversely the sector’s
labour demand.

Labour being a subject in the

No. of Strikes & Lockouts Mandays Lost
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Concurrent list, State labour
regulations are an important
determinant of industrial per-
formance. Evidence suggests
that the States that have enact-
ed more pro-worker regula-
tions have lost out on
industrial production in gener-
al.

Taking note of frequent
strikes and lockouts, the Sur-
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vey underlines the need for la-
bour law reforms to enhance
productivity and competitive-
ness of industry.

The number of strikes and
lockouts between January and
September last year stood at
340. This came out to more
than one strike a day. West
Bengal experienced the maxi-
mum instances of industrial
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unrest, followed by Tamil Na-
du and Gujarat. The industrial
disturbances were concentrat-
ed mainly in textiles, engineer-
ing, chemicals and food
products industries.

The number of strikes and
lockouts went down 13.6 per
cent from 552 in 2003 to 477 in
2004, with a sharper decline in
strikes than in lockouts.
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he new labour standard scheduled for a;%p\ion by

the International Labour Organisation at its ongo-

ing 10th maritime session in Geneva — a decennial

event with tripartite participation from 100 mem-
ber countries — is appropriate in the context of the exponen-
tial growth in seaborne trade under globalisation, the
consequent boom in the ship-building industry, and com-
petitive pressures to cut cost. The Maritime Labour Conven-
tion (2006) seeks to improve the capacity of states to enforce
global standards of social protection on vessel operators by
eliminating flags of convenience ships — those which are
registered outside the country of ownership, motivated by
considerations of low registration fee, low taxes, availability
of cheap labour, and poor enforcement of human and trade
union rights of crews, Operators of ships would be required
under the Convention to obtain a maritime labour certif-
icate and a declaration of compliance from the countries
whose flags they fly. This would be a disincentive to ship-
owners who, with their substandard ships and low cost
operations, undercut the lines that follow the international
rules and guarantee protection to seafarers. The new Con-
vention also promises enhanced social protection, especially
in occupational health, for the world’s more than one mil-
lion seafarers whose value as a source of remittances is
marred by their working conditions underpinned by grave
personal risk. It provides for inspection and arrest of most
categories of vessels for failure to apply social security crite-
ria, in the same way that protection of ships and the mar-
itime environment are enforced by the International
Maritime Organisation.,

Today, the global scenario is characterised by rapid auto-
mation of vessels and the consequent surplus of unskilled
ratings and early retirements, coupled with the need to
attract youngsters to a harsh life on the sea in the face of the
robust demand worldwide for qualified engineers and offi-
cers. Another dimension to these changes in the labour
market is the entry of countries such as China and India
which, given their large manpower, can potentially squeeze
out traditional players such as the Philippines. As seafarers
invariably work outside their own countries and shipping
firms operate overseas, well-coordinated international stan-
dards afford the main guarantee for the rights of the work-
force in the maritime industry. Paradoxically, however,
compliance with some of the key ILO instruments (they
number over 60) is said to be significantly low for a variety of
reasons. The unique situation that obtains in this sector,
more than in any other area of the global economy, should
force countries to improve the enforcement of regulation at
the national level, The Convention allows greater flexibility
as regards implementation, while it remains unambiguous
and firm about the rights and standards that must be main-
tained. This leaves no room for complacency in an envi-
ronment where trade is assuming importance more than
ever before.

Y 777,5 .



Labour leader han

to protest

AMITAVA Banerjee '\
Darjeeling, February 25

BABURAM DEWAN could have lived on
to fight another day. The 62-year-old re-
tired tea garden chowkidar — who also
was a writer, a social worker and a hu-
manist — chose instead to die, for noth-
ing short of death, he thought, would
stop the rampant exploitation of workers
by the garden owners’ community.

Baburam committed suicide on Satur-
day by hanging himself from the ceiling
of the leaf-weighing shed at the locked-
out Chongtong Tea Estate some 28 km
from Darjeeling where he was a guard
until 2002.

The suicide note pinned to his coat lapel
had a question addressed to the adminis-
tration: “What kind of justice is this that a
single man can push 6,500 men to the
brink of starvation?” Blaming the garden
owner for his death, his note warned.
“The administration must punish him.
Otherwise there will be many such cases.”

Workers confirmed that lockouts ware
an annual feature at Chongtong Tea Es-
tate. “Over the past 23 years since the
garden was taken over by East India Pro-
duce Ltd only three winters have gone

S

SUMAN BARAILY/HT
Baburam’s lifeless body in a garden shed.

without a lockout. Winter is a lean sea-
son when tealeaves don’t grow. Every
winter, the owner shuts down the garden
on some pretext or the other. This time,
Baburam decided to do something about
it,” a worker said.

Baburam’s son Laxman, a jobless man,
is in a state of shock. “He left home
around 3 am. I thought he was going to
the toilet. When I woke up around 5 am,

gs himself
tea garden lockout

he was still not back, which was unusual.
Then we got news that some people who
had spotted him hanging from the weigh-
ing shed ceiling,” Laxman said.

“Having retired as a guard in 2002,
Baburam devoted his time to social
work. He was always concerned for
Chongtong and its workers. A member of
the Red Cross, he used to dole out aid to
the disabled and organise blood donation
camps. He had also pledged his eyes,”
Baburam’s nephew Amar said.

“To bear hunger and not stand up
against suppression is to live like a cow-
ard,” he would tell the workers. In a re-
cent publication titled Subh Kamana, he
wrote, “Anyone can touch my body after I
die; anyone can shed his tears and show-
er his ultimate love for me after I die. This
will give peace to my departed soul.”

Soon after the news of his death
spread, the Chongtong tea Estate Joint
Action Committee called a 24-hour
bandh on Sunday in the three hill sub-di-
visions of Darjeeling district. Sources in
the administration said the bandh could
spin out of control because lockouts at
the Chongtong tea Estate had pushed
about 1,252 workers and 5,000 depend-
ents to the brink of starvation.
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KOLKATA, Feb. 18. --- The stahd-off between Mr Pawan
Kumar Ruia led management of ailing Dunlop India and
workers’ union remained unresolved today, but the new
management expressed confidence that all pending issues
would be sorted out soon paving the way for re-opeiing of
the plant.

The differences sill persist and a unannity on pending
issues could not b reached at the day’s meeting, a spokesman
of the management suid. adding that a series of meetings
would be held siext week 1o sort out the matter. To a guery
that what were the points of ditterences. he said that it main-
ly revolved around produdction normis, “but we wani 1o inake
it clear that the negonation is an ongoing provess and wo ar¢
confident of sorting cut the matter soon and hence there is ric
uncertainty over the re-opening of the Dunlop plants.”

He also said, “the state government has been playing a very
pro-active role on the Dunlop issue and we are sure tai if
we fail to sott cut the mafter the government will help.” Boti:
the Citu and Intuc affiliated Dunlop workers unions were
present at the mecting. Mr Ruia had earlier signed aMoU
with the werkers union on carly retivement scheme and
back-wages tor the period plants were closed and on the basis
of it an agreement was to be signed by February 15
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trade unionism in India. Trade unions be-
lieve that they can hold the nation to ran-
som to secure their demands, and even to inter-
vene in matters that are not their concern. The
threat held out by the airport staff is a clear case
in point. Employees of the Airports Authority of
India have threatened to close down all airports if
the government went ahead with its plans to pri-
vatize major airports. The decision to privatize
airports is closely related to the urgent need to
modernize airports in all the big cities. No airport
inIndiameets international standards in terms of
infrastructure and facilities. Modernization is no
longer an option but an imperative. The modern-
ization project requires massive investment.
There is no reason why the state should involve it-
self in the project and in the raising of funds need-
ed for it. It is not the state’s business to run air-
ports or to subsidize their running. The decision
to privatize is based on these perfectly justified
premises. But the employees of the Airports Au-
thority of India under their left leadership find it
impossible to accept this logic because the unions
are caught in a time warp. They continue to be-
lieve that India must be governed on socialist
principles, and that the government, through var-
ious public sector undertakings, act as the princi-
ple source of financial subvention. This belief isa
cover for incompetence and the absence of any
kind of accountability and transparency. The
threat to close down all airports is evidence of the
utter irresponsibility of left trade unions.
Privatization of airports is in many ways a test
for the United Progressive Alliance government.
Its outcome will send out a global signal about
who is calling the shots in the government, the left
unions or Mr Manmohan Singh and those who
support liberalization. If the unions succeed in
making the airports non-functional, the impact
will echo beyond the civil aviation sector. Even
worse will be the fallout if the government backs
out because of the threat. The bids for privatiza-
tion have been opened and the airports are wit-
nessing agitation by the staff. The battle lines
have thus been clearly drawn. The question now is
who blinks first? It will not be an exaggeration to
suggest that this agitation and the larger threat
are the left’s last desperate throw against a histor-
ical process which has become irreversible.

B lackmail has become another name for
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Court notice to Centre,
States on child labour: -

Plea to enforge right to education A; Uf

m 0
A
Legal Correspondent ,\(\q

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued notice to all the
States and the Union Territories
on a public interest petition seek-
ing enforcement of the right to
education of every child in the age
group 6-14 by abolishing child la-
bour in all forms.

“Furnish figures”

A Bench, comprising Justice
K.G. Balakrishnan and Justice
G.P. Mathur, also asked the Regis-
trar-General of Census to furnish
figures for child labour in the
country.

Bench concerned

In December last, the court is-
sued notice to the Centre. When
the matter came up for hearing on
Wednesday, the Bench expressed
concern over continuance of child
labour. After the constitutional
amendment providing for com-
pulsory education up to 14 years,
there could not be child labourers.
“They have to be in school. Itis the
duty of the States to provide them

schools.” \v K’f/

Finding that the States had not
been issued notice, the Bench or-
dered notice, returnable in four
weeks.

Child rights :
protection panel

|
]
|
Special Correspondent i
NEW DELHI: The Government
will set up a National ;
Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights.
Aimed at examining and
reviewing the safeguards
provided by the law to protect
child rights, the Commission
will recommend measures for
their effective

suggest amendments, if
needed, and look into
complaints or take suo motu
notice of cases of violation of
the constitutional and legal
rights of children.
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 11. —
The government’s unilater-
al announcement of 8.5 per
cent interest .rate on EPF
for the current fiscal is to
figure at the UPA-Left
Cpordination Committee
meeting tomorrow.

‘The CPI-M has taken a
strong exception to the
decision and has threat-
eéned to launch a nation-
wide agitation. The EPF
interest rate cut has upset
not -only the Left parties
but also the central trade
uniéns. The CPI said the
Left parties would impress
upon the government that
it should have avoided tak-

S ——

TUS ERUPT OVER 8.5% DECISION

EPF on panel

Left to hold rallies dlmng Busm

meet

\,}W‘

NEW DELHI, Jan. 11. — The Left partie$ will organise
demonstrations against US policies during President Bush’s
visit next month. This was announced By the CP!'s national
secretary, Mr D Raja, here today. He said the campaign
would culminate in big rallies across the country. — PTI

ing a’decision on the EPF
rate in the interest of at

least 40 million fund mem-

bers and their 100 million
dependents. Instead, it
could have increased the
interest rate on the Special
Deposit Scheme to mop up
Rs 700 crore in order to
retain the 9.5 per cent EPF

interest rate.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance as it is being held
ahecad of the Assembly
elections in four states and

Tr v

B _,

2

Pondicherry. The Left par-
ties will certainly be keen to
raise the pitch agamst the
government’s “anti-poor
and antn-people economic
policies”.

The CPI-M said if the
government  remained
adamant on the EPF rate, it
would result in a loss to 40
million employees and
their families. A majority of
these workers are in small
and medium industries and
the EPF is their only social

r* S

.enda

secunty and old- ge bene-
fit, the party said.

The trade unions affiliat-
ed to the Left parties today
flayed at the government
notification that the rate of
interest on the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF)
would be 8.5 per cént in
this fiscal and demanded
its restoration to 9.5 per
cent. “It is unfortunate
that the government has
notified the EPF rate of
interest at 8.5 per cent this
year. This will be a loss for
four crore workers and
employees, a majority of
whom are employed in.
small and medium indus-
tries,” the CPI-M
Politburo said in a state-
ment here. ’
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