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MEA dlscovers

Indo-Asian News Service
NEW DELHI, May &
India’s external affairs
ministry has created a new
public diplomacy division
to educate and influence
global and domestic opin-
ion on key policy issues
and project a better image
of the country commen-
surate with its rising inter-
national standing.

Mr Arif Khan, additional
secretary in the external
affairs ministry, has been

put in charge of the pub-

licity division, Which will
try to sensitise and inilu-
ence think tanks, universi-
ties, media and experts to
create a more nuanced
undersianding of the gov-
ernment’s stance on tricky

. N

% (
1ssues such as the Iranian
nuclear imbroglio, the

India-US nuclear deal or
relations with neighbours.
“The public diplomacy
section will try to create a
more coherent perception
of such complex issues,”
official sources said.

The new division has
been carved out of the
external publicity division
and will be in charge of
organising audio-visual
publicity and publica-
tions.

“India is a prime con-
tender for a permanent
seat in the UN Security
Council. The idea is to
project a new image of a
rising India that is set to
play a bigger role in world
affairs,” the sources said.

()Ei‘k‘
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s public dlplom

The idea ofSskt t{ng up a
separate public diplomacy
division has been inspired
by the American system,
which has a department of
public diplomacy to pro-
ject the country’s foreign
policy interests abroad.
Post 9/11, the department
launched a major initia-
tive to improve the image
of the US in the West Asia.

The external publicity
division, headed by Mr
Navtej Sarna, joint secre-
tary and official
spokesperson of the exter-
nal affairs ministry, will
now mainly interact with
Indian and foreign media
on foreign policy issues
and be involved in the
planning of VVIP visits to
foreign countries.
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(\8\\7 New foreign policy reinvents ¥V
non-alignment VQ

ndian foreign policy has recently turned assertive and con-
fident, and defence minister Pranab Mukherjee’s declara-
tion of a strategic partnership between New Delhi and Beijing
is a sign of this. Non-alignment, in the old sense, was under-
Fstood as the refusal to get into “entangling” military alliances
(apart from the question of sourcing arms from Russia). New
Delhi’s entering into a strategic understanding with Wash-
ington, followed by Mukherjee’s sojourn in Beijing where, for
the first time, joint exercises by army and air force units are
being contemplated, gives non-alignment a new, positive con-
tent — what we could call neo-non-alignment. It means that
New Delhi attempts to arrive at a defence understanding with
all important players in Asia — and Beijing, of course, is a
very important player. The old sense of non-alignment meant
that India ploughed a lonely furrow, as it found itself factored
out of everybody’s security equation. Neo-non-alignment, how-
ever, would mean New Delhi enters into security dialogue with
everyone who has interests in South Asia. Strategic alignments
don’t have to be of the “either/or” variety envisioned by con-
tainment doctrines, or the “neither/nor” of old-style non-align-
ment; “both/and” delivers much more by way of collective
security arrangements.

New Delhi could tell Washington that their strategic ties are
independent of New Delhi’s defence dealings with Beijing, and
vice versa. It’s in keeping with this newer, more sophisticated
understanding of Indian engagement that Mukherjee is tak-
ing a sweep through Asia, meeting defence chiefs from Tokyo
to Beijing to Singapore. This year is billed as the year of friend-
ship between India and China. Apart from military ties trade
between the two countries is growing exponentially, and is billed
to touch $20 billion this year. A security dialogue and holding
of joint military exercises will be an important ice-breaker be-

. tween the two nations. New Delhi should build on the momen-
tum created by this, as well as a possible visit this year by pres-
ident Hu Jintao, to finally resolve the border dispute. If the bor-
der dispute with Beijing could be resolved, armed forces dis-
engaged and direct trade routes opened across the border, that
would make “Chindia”, or China and India acting in concert
on the world stage, more of a real possibility.

.
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AFP

Manmohan Singh with ADB president Haruhiko Kuroda in Hyderabad on Friday.

India calls for Asian
free trade initiativé

AGENCE France-Presse
Hyderabad, May 5

PRIME MINISTER Manmo-
han Singh called for a “pan
Asian” free trade area em-
bracing major economies to
drive the region’s growth as
he opened the annual meet-
ing of Asian Development
Bank (ADB) here on Friday.

The Prime Minister’s call
came as thousands of anti-
globalisation demonstrators
shouting “ADB quit Asia-Pa-
cific” staged a rally in the
southern hi-tech city of Hy-
derabad.

“We are linking India into
a web of partnerships with
the countries of the region
through free trade and com-
prehensive economic cooper-
ation agreements,” the
Prime Minister told the
meeting of ADB governors.

“This pan-Asian FTA (free
trade area) could be the future

. IR . JI
of Asia and will, I am certain,
open up new growth avenues,”
Singh said at the meeting at-
tended by over 3,000 delegates
including finance ministers
and corporate heads.

The “web of engagements”
could herald a free trade area
embracing all major Asian
economies and possibly ex-
tending to Australia and New
Zealand, he said.

Singh’'s free trade pitch
came as an ADB spokesman
welcomed an announcement
by Asean members along with
China, Japan and South Korea
that they would study the cre-
ation of a single Asian curren-
cy akin to the euro.

The ADB has been spear-
heading proposals for the

Y;\Q

creation of an Asian cﬁrren-
cy unit or ACU to bolster
monetary stability, spur re-
gional growth and even out
disparities. .
“The European style of in-
tegration seems to have the
greatest potential for realising
the dynamic benefits of a com-
mon trade area,” ADB presi-
dent Haruhiko Kuroda said.

Gil prices pose problem

Finance minister P. Chi-
dambaram said rising oil
prices could be a deterrent to
global and regional expansion
and add to widening global
payment imbalances.

“Asian economies will need
to be watchful and policy-
makers must continue to pur-
sue sound macroeconomic
policies and structural re-
forms to sustain growth and
weather economic shocks,”
Chidambaram said.



Envoys emb arrass

MEA needs some cleansmg 3 2l g % ’V\\Z\

It is just as well that India’s image abroad is only partlally fashioned by.its diplomatic
missions else we could be cutting an even more sorry figure in the wake of recent dis-
graceful developments. While from across the diaspora there have ever been complaints
of indifference when the assistance of our embassies and high commissions has been
sought by those in difficulty, and we have countless other examples of less-than-effi-
cient pursuance of national interests, little can be more shocking than the conduct of
the former envoy to New Zealand and the involvement of a senior official in human tra-
fficking. Not that the suspect role of the former Minister for External Affairs in the Iraq
scandal was elevating. Just what kind of an impression has been created by the display
of defiance from our man in Wellington (not to mention his wife) can be assessed from
the under-statement, possibly tongue-in-cheek, of the observation of that country’s
prime minister that it was “unusual” should cause some ears to burn in South Block. For
while in the past the poor showing of some political-appointees to ambassadorships has
been bad enough, the persons now under the scanner ~ the ex-minister included ~ are
all career-dlplomats Members of Indian Foreign Service which projects itself as the
creani (since soured?) of all civil servants. What a come down!

Now it is true that every family has its proverbial black-sheep and that all IFS officers
cannot be placed in a single bracket, it is also an open secret that there are several
instances of misdemeanour that have been noted within the ministry, but have been
hushed up. Therein lies the origin of the trouble. Whether it is a mistaken sense of loyalty

‘to the service, or an overall decay of professional and personal standards is of little
consequence. The failure to ensure discipline has cost the country a huge price. At a
point in time when India seeks to establish its global “presence”, exert its influence and
assume a degree of responsibility in international interaction its executors of foreign
policy have done distinct disservice. The damage caused by a Harish Dogra or a Rakesh
Kumar is incalculable. South Block had better pull up its sock lest it lets down the nation
even further.
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FANEL'S 4TH REPORT # Concern over farmers committing suicide

Draft on national policy for
farmers focuses on debt tra

SONU JAIN
NEW DELHL APRIL 14

I Ntheir fourth report submit-

ted to the government on
Thursday, the National
Commission on Farmers laid
down the first draft on a national
policy for farmers. The draft, to be
finalised in 2007, provides de-
tailed policy measures to bring
farmers out of the debt trap
which has pushed some of them
to commit suicide
“So far there has been no com-
prehensive policy for farmers.
We need to mainstream human
dimension in all farm policies,
specially women in agriculture,”
said M S Swaminathan, chair-
man of the Commission.
It expresses concern over the

recent spate of suicides by farm--

ers. “Ending this chapter in our

Highlights of the draft

B % end an era of farmers” suicide and
forestore pride

B Yo complete land reforms

W o enhance livelihoods by reinforcing
packages of technology, techno-infra-
structure, services, public policies and
home and external trade

M Yo introduce measures which can
help attract and retain youth in farming
and confer the power of scale to small
and marginal farmers.

LJ
national history must be the first
and foremost task of the govern-
ment,” says the report.

NCF urges the state govern-
ments and all concerned “not to
sweep the underlying causes for
the increasing number of farm-
erssuicides under the carpet and
not to delay action on its recom-
mendations...”

The draft policy stresses de-
veloping and introducing a
“livelihood security package”
for farmers by providing them
with a choice of technology ac-
cording to agro-ecological con-
ditions and market demand.

The NCF will hold one such
programme in Nagpur on May 1
when Village Knowledge Centres

will be set up where widows/chil-

dren of farmers who have commit-
ted suicide will help spread the
right information on credit, insur-
ance and trade literacy,

Hope-generation teams will
be set up’by agricultural universi-
ties which will start functioning
immediately. Scholars and
teachers will spend time in sui-
cide hot-spots and spread a
message of confidence among
the farmers.

The NCF will hold regional
consultations with the state gov-
ernment, farmers organisations
including women's’ organisa-
tions in May and August this
year. The revised second draft
will be included in the final re-
port to be presented in October
thisyear.

It is likely to be put up to the
Cabinet in early 2007.

Ambedkar
anniversary

Home Minister Shivraj
Patil greets Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee In
the Central Hall of
Parllament House on
Friday after paying tribute
to Dr BR Ambedkar on his
birth annlversary. Express

photo by Ravi Batra

Reoallgd envoy
to.New Zealand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 14

INDIAS envoy to New
Zealand is making it difficult
for himself besides embarrass-
ing New Delhi which recalled
him recently on professional
grounds,

However, stories about how

the Ambassador feels he has
been wronged are out in the
New Zealand press, prompt-
ing South Block to remind
him that they need him back
here by Saturday.

India’s High Commissioner
to New Zealand Harish Do-
gra had refused to accept the
recall order and instead de-
manded Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran’s resignation,
But, sources said, he has con-
veyed now that he will be here
by Saturday.

A letter by Dogra to Saran
following his recall has been
circulated in the New Zealand
media. The note charges the
Foreign Secretary with “im-
propriety” and “contravening
human rights”. He claims
enough ground had not been
given for his recall and that
thiswas all a partisan act,

When the MEA contacted
him about these reports, he
claimed no role and went on
to add that he was surprised as
to how these reports had ap-
peared. In fact, he seemed to
indicate that possibly New
Delhi had a hand in getting all
this out to embarrass him,

“Circulation of such scur-
rilous material is not
becoming of a senior member
of the Foreign Service,” an
MEA spokesperson said
about the action of the envoy
whose recall was ordered in
early March,

According to the letter,
quoted in the New Zealand
media, Dogra described his
recall order as “ill advised and
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illegal”. He accused Saran of
“violating the very basic princi-
ple of natural justice” and felt
sufficient reasons were not ;‘
given to call him back. J

“You have played with my
integrity and my honour by
these innuendos and slander.
through gossip leaks. Fairhess !
demands that either you prove |
your charges or submit your!
resignation,” he allegedly!
wrote in his letter, Saran, he |
says, had made India a “laugh- |
ing stock” by recalling him and i
thus humiliating an Indian en-|
voy. !

But Dogra had attracted
several complaints from the |
local Indian-origin popula-:I
tion. What prompted all this
was a string of actions denying|
visas to important 'peoplef
from either side. He, sources:
said, would use his own discre-‘i
tion on who should get visas.:
Besides, there had been re-:
ports against his conduct:
which are currently under ex-!
amination, ;

In any case, a recall is not!
necessarily a sacking order.:
But by going public, Dogra,
has taken off the veil that:
could have given him an im-:
pression of dignity. In all likeli-!

' hood, he will be asked to pro-’

ceed on leave immediately on'
his return and an inquiry insti-!
tuted. :
For the IFS, this the third;
case of improper conduct
within the last month. Re-!
cently, Ambassador to UAE C'
M Bhandari had mixed a fam-!
ily function with the Republic'
Day celebrations by issuing in-
vitations for the personal af-,
fair on a card bearing the;
Ashoka Chakra, He was rep-|
rimanded by the government.

Secretary (Economic Rela-.
tions) in the MEA Rakesh;
Kumar has been booked by.
CBI in connection with a hu-’
man trafficking case, 3
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kowtowing to U. S,

“Nuclear agreement is not a surrender”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Asserting that India
was not “kowtowing” to the
United States, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Tuesday
said engagement with the US.
did not mean that the country
was surrendering its national in-
terest.

“It is in our national interest
to engage with the U.S,, which is
a superpower. It thinks globally
and acts globally. But we state
our position. Last July while vis-
iting Washington, I said that
[the] invasion of Iraq was a great
mistake,” Dr. Singh told the Ra-
jya Sabha.

“Any notion that the new nu-
clear deal we have with the U.S.
amounts to surrender of our in-
dependent thinking and autono-
mous decision-making process
is totally misplaced,” he said re-
plying to a discussion on the
working of the External Affairs
Ministry.

“Not apologetic”

Urging the members to judge
the United Progressive Alliance
Government (UPA) by the “to-
tality of results achieved by us
and not by [the] changes that
have come about,” Dr. Singh said
the Government was not “apol-
ogetic” about forging new rela-
tions with the U.S. that provided
more space and greater elbow

room for economic development
and ensuring energy security.

The Prime Minister’s asser-
tions were aimed at rejecting the
criticism by the Opposition as
well as the UPA Government’s
Left allies of the new-found
closeness with the U.S.

India’s independent foreign
policy was rooted in the pursuit
of enlightened national interest.
Since the time of Pandit Nehru,
India had laid stress on evolving
its policies in the “dynamic
world” but the fundamental ob-
jective remained grappling with
poverty and disease, which af-
flicted millions of its citizens.
“We still have miles to go. Our
foreign policy should also help in
[the] removal of poverty in [the]
shortest possible time; if [the]
international environment sup-
ports us, we must take advantage
of it.”

Economic growth

The economic growth rate
was seven to eight per cent, and
it was feasible to take it to 10 per
cent with some more support
and foreign capital. The U.S,, the
European Union, Russia, Japan
and China were willing to “ab-
sorb our exports and give space
for larger import of new tech-
nologies.”

Dispelling fears of India asso-
ciating itself with any move at
regime change in the region, Dr.

15 mae 2pp6

Singh emphasised: “Certainly,
we are not part and parcel of any
attempt to change regime.”

Though it was a discussion
sponsored by the Opposition, its
benches remained by and large
unoccupied during Dr. Singh’s
45-minute reply.

The Prime Minister said In-
dia’s relations with the U.S., Rus-
sia, China and France had
improved a great deal during the
past two years of the UPA re-
gime. On India-China relations,
he expressed the hope that a so-
lution to the “difficult” boundary
issue would emerge. Chinese
President Hu Jintao would visit
the country later this year.

Assuring the members that
the Government was pursuing a
“pro-active role” with India’s
neighbours for a prosperous, in-
ter-connected South Asia, Dr.
Singh said Bangladesh Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia would visit
India later this month. The two
countries would have candid dis-
cussions on bilateral issues.

On ties with Pakistan, he said
the two countries were commit-
ted to resolving all issues, in-
cluding Kashmir, through
dialogue.

“Provocation by terrorists is
not going to weaken our resolve
to improve our relations with
Pakistan or deal with anyone
whe brings harm to our secular
fabric.”




Pro US tilti in
e ‘Iranissue "
draws CPMire

Our Political Bureau
"~ NEW DELHI

HE CPI(M) has handed
T out yet another yellow

card to the Cerntre for the
“pro-US8 orientation” in the for-
eign policy designed by
. the UPA, especially with regard
to Iran.

However, the party has cho-
sen to post-date the warning till
Assembly Elections conclude in
the five states.

With the Centre seeming in-
tent on putting through a num-
ber of policy decisions regard-
less of the Left’s opposition, the
CPI({M) central committee,
which met over the weekend,
decided that the time had come
to review the current political
situation.

However, it settled on wait-
ing till after the Assembly polls
in West Bengal, Kerala and the
other states.

Outlining the reasons for the
growing rift between the Cen-
tre and the Left, CPI{M) general
secretary Prakash Karat said
UPA was keen on going ahead
with its airport modernisation
plan, opening up of retail trade
to FDI and a ‘pro-US’ in
foreign policy.

“On a number of policy mat-
ters, the UPA government is go-
ing ahead despite opposition by
us and other parties.

The CPI{M) will work with
other parties to raise these mat-
ters inside and outside Parlia-
ment and chalk out the future
course of action after the As-
sembly elections,” Mr Karat
added.

Singling out the Iran issue,
Mr Karat berated the govern-
ment for being silent despite
the issue being shifted to the
UN Security Council.

“US undersecretary Nicholas

Burns has said the US worked
with various countries on the
Iran issue. He mentioned India
specifically,” Mr Karat said,
leaving little doubt about the
biggest sticking point in UPA-
Left relations.

“The «central committee
strongly deplored the course
adopted by the Manmohan
Singh government in voting
twice in the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
board in September 2005 and
February 2006, which made In-
dia party to the Iran nuclear is-
sue being referred to the UN Se-
curity Council.

“This is a basic departure
from our independent foreign
policy,” a party statement is-
sued on Monday said.

Mr Karat dubbed this “new
direction” in foreign policy as a
“breach” of the National Com-
mon Minimum Programme. He
added his party was “totally op-
posed” to the strategic partner-
ship with the US, India’s partic-
ipation in the US-led democra-
¢y initiative and the Indo-US
CAE forum.

He described the strategic al-
liance as US “cover for advanc-
ing its hegemonic aims and in-
terference in countries to pro-
mote regime change”.

The statement said the
“breach” of foreign policy was a
“serious matter”.

A few days ago, the party had
warned the government of “se-
rious consequences” in the
wake of Iran’s referral to the UN
Security Council.

CPI(M)’s decision to oppose
the UPA’s policies “more as-
sertively” both inside and out-
side Parliament and forge joint
platforms with other parties on
issues such as Iran and FDI in ’
retail seem like the first instal- |
ment of this warning. i
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~ Govt-Left
~ ties hit a

-

v new low

N .

\/f By Akshaya Mukul/TNN

New Delhi: Eerie silence, long statements and
open resentment of UPA's foreign policy is all
too evident in the growing chasm between the
Left and the goverment. With no backroom
channel operating between the two on the for-
eign policy front, it is guessing time for the
government as CPM plays its cards close to the
chest. As indications and subtle threats go,
CPM is merely saying that it is not only
against communalism but also imperialism.
“We will do everything to counter imperial-
ism,” a party leader told TOI on Monday, re-
minding what Left and other parties, opposed
to UPA's foreign policy, can do, if need be,

Refusing to get drawn into the political
repercussions on UPA government vis-a-vis
nuclear deal and Iran issue, the senior leader

said: “Let us see. On

FORE' GN Tuesday we will com-

ment on the nuclear
P deal after the PM
0 I.I cv speaks in parliament.”
On Iran, CPM
would like to wait and watch. The senior
leader said that in all likelihood there would
be no voting in IAEA on Tuesday. “Iran might
be asked to comply with certain regulations
and it would be given some more time. We
know for sure that Indian government is wor-
ried about the consequences that might follow
if there is a voting. Therefore, it is working to-
wards its postponement,” the senior leader
said. The senior leader said CPM would work .
assiduously to see that the pro-US course of
foreign policy is reversed. “It would take time.
But it would happen,” he said.

Admitting that the UPA-Left relationship
has hit a new low, the senior leader clarified:
“So far there has been no attempt to convince
Left on the series of Indo-US agreements.” He
said that party’s politburo and central com-
mittee would also discuss the foreign policy at
its meeting beginning Friday.

While reserving its comment on the Indo-US
nuclear deal till the PM makes a statement in
Parliament on Tuesday, CPM is right now fo-
cussed on Bush visit, pointing out loopholes in
the joint statement issued during his recent
visit. The party also took exception to Bush’s
call for a regime change in Cuba, Iran, Syria
and Zimbabwe in his Purana Qila speech. In
fact, CPM MPs Nilotpal Basu and Dipankar
Mukherjee asked PM Manmohan Singh in Ra-
jya Sabha if India is part of the international
design for regime change in Iran and else-
where. PM firmly denied any such move.

ceé~rr



Delhi vifant§ |
more time .
for Tehran'.

As IAEA board meets, PM tries to
clear air over India’s stance

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, March 6

AS THE International Atomic Energy
Agency’s board of governors met on Mon-
day to review, among other things, the sta-
tus of Iran’s nuclear programme, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh told Parlia-
ment that India did not favour a con-
frontation or “coercive” methods to settle
the problem. Instead, though India was not
a key player in the negotiation efforts, it
was working to find “mutually acceptable
compromise solutions”.

“We remain hopeful that solutions ac-
ceptable to all sides will be found”, Singh
said, replying to the debate on India’s vote at
the IAEA in February. Speaking of the meet- il
ing in Vienna, for which he is under intense Bruised and bitter
pressure from allies to not go against Iran,
Singh said it was “as yet not clear in what
manner this issue will be taken up” by them. Hope at I AEA

1t is unlikely there will be another vote,
sources said. but more time will be sought | @&S “s warns
by Russia to pursue the dialogue for a suit-
able solution with Iran. The Russian pro- VIENNA: The |AEA
posal seeks to take Iranian nuclear fuel to hoard is unlikely to
be enriched on Russian soil, allaying sus- § discuss the Iran issue
picions — particularly of the US-led west- until Tuesday or
ern nations — that Tehran is clandestine- Wednesday. IAEA
ly working to build a nuclear weapon. chief ElBaradei

India’s approach in dealing with the is- suggested the UN
sue, the PM said, “will be to pay due atten- Security Council
tion to our relationship with Iran, the need might not need to get
to maintain peace and stability in the Gulf involved. "I am still
region and safeguarding our own security”. hopeful that an agree-

Referring to his conversation with Pres- ment could be
ident Vladimir Putin of Russia on Satur- reached"”, he said.
day, Singh said, “We do not favour con-
frontation, rhetoric or coercive measures B US envoy to UN

as these only exacerbate tensions in the re- John Bolton warns
gion and beyond.” of “painful” result if
Meanwhile, Mohammed El Baradei, Iran does not halt
head of the IAEA, expressed cautious op- N-enrichment plan
timism about the chances of an interna- MW At IAEA meet Iran’s
tional agreement to defuse concerns about team head Javad
Iran’s contentious nuclear activities that Vaidi said he
would make UN Security Council action expected a
‘ unnecessary. compromise )
y
: * roL e .
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New'Delhi: Seeking more time for
diplomacy to work on the Iran nu-
clear issue, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Monday said In-
diaremained “hopeful” that mutu-
ally acceptable compromise solu-
tions would be found and con-
frontation avoided at all costs.
Spelling out India’s stand ahead
of the crucial IAEA meeting, Singh
also made it clear that India was
not part of any international effort
on regime change in the region.
Replying to the debate on India’s
vote at the IAEA on Iran’s nuclear
programme in Parliament, he said
“We remain hopeful that solutions
acceptable to all sides will be
found.” Brushing aside Left accu-
sations of bowing to US pressure,
he bluntly said “No one can dis-
pute that it is government’s duty to
take a position on such matters af-
ter a dispassionate examination of
facts, keeping in mind our nation-
al interests.” He said there can be
no two opinions that government
should not take pre-determined
positions or positions at the behest
of other nations. “Government
has precisely done this,” he said.
Gurudas Dasgupta, CPI, and
Subrata Bose, CPM, as also Khar-
bala Swain, BJP, had contended in
the Lok Sabha that foreign policy
should not be based on the posi-
tion of other countries but should
be guided by national interests.
Responding to clarifications in
the Rajya Sabha, he said “We are not
part of any international effort for
any regime change in the region.”
He said government’s sincere

T

on Iran N-is
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Australian PM John I-ioward (right)
is greeted by Manmohan Singh in
New Delhi on Monday

desire was that the issue should be
resolved without any recourse to co-
ercive methods and any sort of con-
frontation and that diplomacy
should be given adequate space.

On Monday’s meeting in Vienna
of the JAEA board of governors,
Singh said “It is as yet not clear in
what manner this issue will be
taken up by them.” He said the
IAEA resolution adopted Ilast
month mentioned certain steps
that Iran and the international nu-
clear watchdog would be taking.

The 35-member IAEA board had
on February 4 adopted a resolu-
tion, supported by India, to report
the Iran nuclear issue to the UN Se-
curity Council but had decided to
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ive space for diplomacy
-issue:
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Vienna: The UN nuclear watchdog
opened a meeting of its board of
governors on Monday that could
lead to punitive action against Iran
over its atomic programme, which
the West fears is hiding weapons
development. The IAEA’s 35-nation
board is considering a report by its
chief Mohamed Elbaradei, in
which he said Iran was defying
TAEA calls to halt uranium enrich-
ment and should cooperate fully
with inspectors. agencies

put off any action till IAEA chief
Mohd El Baradei submitted his re-
port this month on Iranian compli-
ance of its nuclear safeguards res-
olution. “Government’s approach
will be based on our consistent pol-
icy of promoting efforts for a reso-
lution of issues through dialogue
and discussions,” Singh said.

Noting that there have been dis-
cussions between Iran and Russia
in the efforts to explore various op-
tions, Singh, who spoke to Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Saturday
night, said “We do not favour con-
frontation, rhetoric or coercive
measures as these only exacerbate
tensions in the region and beyond.”

He said “India has consistently
stated that all sides must work to
find mutually acceptable compro-
mise solutions, and that con-
frontation should be avoided at all
costs. For this to be possible, time
must be given for diplomacy to
work,” he said. agencies



PM S eaks to Putin:
IAEA ”meet on Iran

New Delhi: On the eve f the crucial In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency meet-
ing on the Iran nuclear issue, Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh has spoken to
Russian President Vladimir Putin during
which he welcomed the efforts of Moscow
to address Teheran’s nuclear programine
through dialogue and consultation.

“The leaders exchanged
views in the context of the
forthcoming meeting of
the board of governors of
the TAEA on Monday
Prime minister welcomed
Russia’s efforts to address
the issue related to Iran’s
nuclear programme thro-
ugh dialogue and consula-
tions,” a PMO spokesman
said. The telephone call,
which lasted for 20-minutes, was initiated
by the Indian side, he said.

While Iran has weclomed the Russian
offer for a joint venture on Russian soil
for uranium enrichment, it has made it
clear that it would not be intimidated and
has been insisting on some enrichment
eyen if it is only on a small scale

asearch level.

Iran and Russia had a series of talks in

oscow earlier this month during which

oscow offered setting up a joint venture
on Russian soil and insisted on restora-
tign of status quo by Teheran that existed

before last vote by the UN nuclear watch-
dog’s board of governors meeting in Vi-
enna.

The conversation between the Prime
Minister and the Russian President took
place late Saturday night and the two
leaders discussed the implementation of
areas of cooperation identified during
their last summit meeting
in Moscow in December
2005 ahead of the forth-
coming visit of Russian
prime minister Mikhail
Fradkov later this month.

Putin also briefed the
PM about the G-8 summit
being hosted by Russia in
St. Petersburg in July 2006
and Singh conveyed ac-
ceptance of President
Putin’s invitation to participate in a
broader dialogue with G-8, the spokesman
said.

The discussion between Singh and
Putin also covered India-Russia bilateral
economic and commercial relations and
the PM expressed satisfaction that the bi-
lateral agreement on Russia’s accession
to the WTO had been signed recently in
accordance with his commitment to him
(Putin) during their last meeting, the
spokesman said. The two leaders also dis-
cussed the on-going co-operation in civil-
ian nuclear energy. agencies
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Security concerns shaped

i\

man News Service

NEW DELH]I, Feb. 17. —
Perhaps in its first forth-
right and unambiguous
official response, India
today said it had voted
against Iran in the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) as
it could not afford to “turn
a blind eye” to the security
implications  attendant
upon the matter.

The clear assertion came
in a statement made today
by the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, in both
Houses of Parliament on
the anti-Iran vote issue
that had infuriated the
Leftist parties, the UPA
government’s supporters
voluntarily unrepresented
in the Cabinet. India’s
stand was determined by
the “objectives of uphold-
ing Iran’s rights and oblig-
ations and our security
concerns arising from pro-
liferation activities in our
extended neighbourhood,”
Dr Singh said.

“The source of such
clandestine proliferation

Teheran defiant

TEHERAN, Feb. 17. — Iran
today confirmed it had
injected gas into centrifuges,
a crucial step in the process
of uranium enrichment, a
high-ranking official told the
state television. “Yes, we have
injected UF6 gas into a
limited number of centrifuge
machines but it is even less
than what is needed for a
pilot project,” said Gholam
Reza Aghazadeh, the head
of the Iranian Atomic Energy
Organisation, without
elaborating on the number of
the centrifuges. — AFP

of sensitive technologies
lies in our own neighbour-
hood. India cannot afford
to turn a blind eye to the
security implications of
such proliferation activi-
ties,” he said. The obvious
allusion was to Pakistan.
“Let me begin by
affirming that India’s vote
on the IAEA resolution
does not, in any way,
detract from the tradition-
ally close and friendly rela-
tions we are privileged to
enjoy with Iran. Indeed,

‘o Aran policy, says PMy...

India-Iran ties, as we have
repeatedly emphasised,
are civilisational in nature.
We intend to furthe
strengthen and expand ou:\q
multifaceted ties with Iran
for mutual benefit,” he |
said. i

Dr Singh said India |
would support diplomatic |
efforts in the run-up to an
IAEA meeting in March to
reach an amicable solu-
tion. Such a “sensitive
issue” involving the rights
and international obliga-
tions of a sovereign nation
could only be addressed
through “calm, reasoned |
diplomacy and the willing- |
ness on all sides to eschew |
a confrontation and seek
acceptable compromise [
solutions”, he said in an |
apparent bid to cool Left |
tempers. (

The BIP today said it |
had nothing against the
Prime Minister’s “argu-
ment” on the need to curb
Iran’s nuclear programme
but lamented the govern-
ment’s failure to take the
Opposition into confi-
dence before deciding on
voting against Iran.
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SP threatens no-yust.
“motion ovgr"iran |

L
Our Political Bureay ™

'NEW DELH 15 FEBRUARY
THE Samajwadi Party today
threatened to bring a ‘no-confi-
dence’ motion against the Con-
gress-led UPA government if it
once again voted against Iran at
the March 6 meeting of the IAEA.

The SP decision, coming a day
before the Budget session kicks
off, has ranged political players in
opposite camps — UPA and BJP
on the one side and SP and the
Left on the other — setting the
scene for a stormy debate on the
Iran question in Parliament. The
SP's move will fuel further specu-
lation about the emergence of a
third front, with the party plan-
ning a joint rally with the Left on
March 2 in New Delhi. US presi-
dent George Bush is expected to
officially begin his visit on March
2.

“On Iran issue, Congress-led
government had twice voted
against Tehran ignoring the estab-
lished policies of the country.
There will be another IAEA meet-
ing on March 6 and we warn the
government that we will bring a

no-confidence motion if this time -
toe it votes against Iran,” SP gen-
eral secretary Ram Gopal Yadav
said after a meeting of the party’s
parliamentary board.

The SP, which as 40 MPs in the
Lok Sabha, has attempted to
counter the BJP’s move of sup-
porting the government on Iran,
though UPA and BJP together far
outnumber others. It however al-
lows the Left to keep a tight leash
on the government, though the
Left parties have said they have no
plans of supporting a non-confi-
dence motion on Iran. With the
Left planning to rework its strategy
depending on the March 6 vote,
the issue could snowball into a se-
rious embarrassment for the gov-
ernment if the Left abstains during
a no-confidence motion.

When asked if bringing a no-
confidence motion meant with-
drawal of support from the UPA,
Mr Yadav said: “No-confidence
means, we have no faith in the
government.” On the BJP’s sup-
port for the Congress on Iran, he
said those accusing the SP of hav-
ing links with saffron forces were
now collaborating with them,




_ SINGH § ‘Methods must be evolved to respon&é changing realities’

Foreign policy will change
* from time to time: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
- NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 14

RIME Minister Man-.

mohan Singh, who is

having to weather all
kinds of charges and allega-
tions on the foreign policy
‘front, today made it clear that
‘the means India adopts to at-
tain its foreign policy objec-
tives “will, of course, change
from time to time”.

At a time when he is
‘preparing to make a state-
‘ment in Parliament on the
‘Indo-US nuclear deal, the
‘Prime Minister further elab-
-orated that these means and
methods will have to be
“evolved” while India re-
sponds to “changing realities
of an ever-changing world”.

Underlining the challenge
of ensuring freedom to make
policy decisions in a world

Y\V'/}

whlch 1s fast becoming more
interdependent, Manmohan
said, “While the instruments
of our policy and the tactics
and strategy we adopt may
change with time, gz

the values in which
they are embedded
are universal and re-
main true for all
time.”

The PM—who
was speaking at the
foundation laying
ceremony for the
new complex of the
Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs named after
Jawaharlal ~Nehru—said
Nehru’s idea of non-align-
ment was based on the “prin
ciple that we were not
aligned with anyone against
anyone but only with our val-
ues and national interest”.

Manmohan went on to ex-

plain that non-alignment was
not an “empty slogan” and
added that it was an “expres-
sion of our enlightened na-
tional interest and continues
to be so even to-
day”.

Besides this,
the Prime Min-
ister drew the
link between
foreign policy
and domestic is-
sues. He said
foreign policy
abroad “must
reflect our na-
tional priorities and concerns.
There cannot be a disconnect
between domestic capabili-
ties, national aspirations and
external policies”.

Highlighting the need for
improving relations with
neighbouring  countries,
Singh said a stable and

(P

peaceful South Asia is In-
dia’s “top priority concern”
as the future of all these
countries is interlinked. The
Indian economy, he went on
to add, has taken “outward
orientation” following the
reforms in the 1990s. With
India looking at maintaining
a growth rate of 8-10 per
cent, he said there was now
aforeign policy challenge to
obtain access to ‘“markets,
sources of energy and in-
vestment and advanced
technologies”.

The business of diplomacy,
he felt, needs to engage more
with the “diplomacy of busi-
ness”. Given India’s rising de-
mand for energy, the “uncer-
tainty” of hydrocarbons
supplies and concerns about
global warming, issues of en-
ergy security have important
implications on foreign policy.



Nuclear Iran

not | in Inc ia's

? u‘; ]

interes

S

t: BJP

Vote at IAEA “mismanaged”

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Tuesday said it did not
think a nuclear Iran was in In-
dia’s interest. It, however, crit-
icised the “gross
mismanagement” of India’s vote
at the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency against Teheran
and the “unacceptable unilater-
alism” being pushed in the re-
gion by the United States.

The party did not oppose the
India-U.S. nuclear deal of July
18, 2005 per se, but said the
“flexibility” needed for “main-
taining a minimum credible de-
terrent” must be retained to deal
with “contingent situations” and
the “changing threat scenario.”

India should not accept any
curb or cap on production of fis-
sile material, but this could be
“fe-examined” when the Gene-
va-based Conference on Disar-
mament evolves a fissile
material cut-off treaty, and all
nuclear weapon states agree to

| adhere to it.

_ The signals from Washington,
| it said, indicated that the U.S.
wanted to cap India’s fissile ma-
terial production.

Leader of the BJP in the Rajya
Sabha Jaswant Singh issued sep-
| arate statements, clarifying the

party’s views on the two issues.
The statements were critical of
the Government on the handling
of the Iran issue.

On Monday, after the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh made its
position clear, it became obvious
that the BJP would fall in line.
The only problems that the RSS
and the BJP seem to have with
the United Progressive Alliance
is that they perceive India’s vote

 followed the U.S. pressure and
India’s fissile material produc-
tion will be capped.

\ The statements followed a

i meeting of the executive of the
i party’s parliamentary wing on

« India must maintain
minimum deterrent

o Must not accept curbs on
production of fissile
material

Tuesday. There was a 90-minute
meeting of senior leaders on
Monday at the residence of the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee. Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha LK.
Advani and Mr. Jaswant Singh
were present at both meetings.
Party president Rajnath Singh
was present at the Monday
meeting and Deputy Leaders in
both Houses of Parliament V.X.
Malhotra and Sushma Swaraj at-
tended the Tuesday meeting.

The BJP found Iran guilty of
“clear violation of its obligations
and commitments under the
Non-Proliferation Treaty.”

The BJP took the Govern-
ment and the Left to task for
“permitting themselves to be
hustled” into “voting in a partic-
ular manner” and “generating an
impression that India has sur-
rendered its sovereign rights.”

Recalling the statements
coming emanating from the U.S,
and its Ambassador here, the
statement said it appeared that
as if New Delhi was being threat-
ened. This “heightened [the]
suspicion that the U.S. wishes to
establish a hegemonistic rela-
tionship with India.”

The party demanded a “full
explanation” from the Govern-
ment on both issues ana crit-

icised it for not holding
consultations with the
Opposition.

Finally, it welcomed the

scheduled visit of U.S. President
and hoped that the ties between
the two nations would be back
on a “balanced, and an equal and
even ke.z].”
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- Meunwhile,

“RSS backs -

_ Govi Birits
Iran stand

T G £
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEI%\RUARY 13

AN

UNDER attack’frdm its
Left allies and the SP for its
stand on the Iran nuclear issue,
the UPA government todayre-
ceived support from an unex-
pected quarter: the RSS.

RSS spokesman Ram Magd-
havsaid: “Itis not in our interest
to have another nuclear power
in our vicinity.” The RSS, he
said, had “no problem over In-
dia voting along with the P-§
countries at IAEA, but the
Government should have pre-
sented the country’s case bet-
ter by underlining Pakistan’s
role as a supplier of nuclear
technology toIran,”

Saying the Congress should
have tried to build domestic
conscnsus on the issue, he
called for a Parliament debate
onthe matter,

The Sangh-line limits the op-
tions available to the BJP BJp
president Rajnath Singh has
been saying that the Govern-
ment should have convened an
all-party meeting on the issue,
Party spokesman Prakash
Javadekar said, “India should
appear to be pursuing an inde-
pendent foreign policy, which
isnot the case under the UPA. ”



"“‘/UPA-Left truce: will debate,; EC deletes

Iran, n-deal, won’t back

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHIL FEBRUARY 13

THE Government today
conceded to the Left demand
for a debate in Parliament on
the Iran issue, FDI in retail

and Indo-US nuclear cooper-

ation after Left parties put the
UPA on the defensive at their
coordination meeting, saying
their suggestions on key issues
were ignored.

The Government was told
that the Left would make
common cause with other
non-BJP parties and raise is-
sues inside and outside Parlia-
ment. No mention was made
of a Third Front but the Gov-

ernment believes that there

177

SUBRATANAGCHOUDHURY
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 13

THE final publication
of West Bengal’s electoral
rolls will take place on
February 22 but the Elec-
tion Commission, creating
a record of sorts, has al-
ready deleted one million
names from the state’s vot-
ers’ list.

will be infor-
mal floor coor-
dination inside
Parliament on
matters raised
by -the Left.
“We decided
to convey -our
deep concern
at the way the
Government functions. Since
the time the Left-UPA coor-
dination meetings started, we
gave 19 written notes on a
range of issues and the over-
all assessment is that the exer-
cise has not been productive,”
CPM  general secretary
Prakash Karat said.

At the meeting

Some 7,80,000 names
were struck off suo motu
by the Commission. These
names were those of the
dead or voters who simply
didn’t exist. Another
2,20,000 names were
deléeted as per the standard
procedure of scrutiny un-

Nervousness 1"11/ CPM
as EC deletes 1 million
names in West Bengal

AW

der Form No. 7.

With the Commission
pressing for more correc-
tions, the ruling CPI(M) is
in aflap. In the state assem-
bly, CPI(M) MLA and for-
mer minister Narayan
Biswas alleged that a con-
certed effort was being
made to delete the names
of “refugees” from elec-
toral rolls.

But the Commission
seems determined to set
the rolls right this time.
Never before had it gone in
for suo motu deletion of
names on such a large
scale. During the last sum-
mary revision in 2005,
names deleted by the

Commission totalled only
2,14,000 as against 7,80,000
already thisyear.

“It’s been a .difficult .

task,” says Debasish Sen,
West Bengal’s Chief Elec-
toral Officer. The process
of deletion of names

3 CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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1 million
names in
West Bengal

dependedlargelyon informa-
tion provided by locals
and neighbours. Election de-
partment officials say the
visit, in two phases, by 19 EC
observers was largely aimed
at correcting the rolls. The
Commission directed that
the rolls be cross-checked
with death registers of each
unit— panchayats in case of
villages, municipalities, cor-
porations in case of urban
and semi-urban pockets.
“Yes, it is mandatory now
to have death and birth regis-
ters in villages,” says Depa-
sish Sen. The EC directive,
he says, has been imple-
mented and proper record
keeping has begun. The
other interesting method
adopted for verification of
names on the list was “roll
recital”. Tried for the first
time, it was very effective.
The list was read out before
the entire village and correc-
tions made in the presence of
election department staff.
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KARAT DEMANDS HOUSE DISCUSSION ON IRAN

Left is hurt but

@x’\' .c {, A;w ﬂ w

rules

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Feb. 13,
With the cracks in their 1ela-
tion showing more than cver
before, the Left partics wnd
the ruling Congress today
held a wense meeting during
which the Left made it clear
to the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment what it felt about
the Centre’s stand on the
[ran nuclear programme and
its cconomic policies.

What came as u reliet 1o
the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment was the Left's assur-
ance that it would not sup-
port any  no-confidence
motion against the z,(mm-
ment in the Lok Subha, This,
despite its fierce opposition
to the government's anti-lran
vote and its drive to attiact
FDI 1o the retail sector and
tor airport modernisation.

The Left brass told the
Prime  Minister und  the
Congress  president,  virs
Sonia  Gandhi. that they
reserved the right to work out
a strategy with other non-
BJP, like-minded parties on
Iran and FDI in retail to 1aise
the issues in and outside Parl-
iament. The Congress-Lcft
Coordination  Committce
meeting, held at Dr Singh’s
official residence, lasted
about one-and-a-half hours.

The CPI-M general secre-
tary, Mr Prakash Karat, later

said there was no question of

moving or supporting a no-
confidence motion against
the government, which the
Samajwadi Party had threat-

out’ no

.

"What third ffoni?’

NEW DELHI, Feb. 13. — The
Congress and the NCP today
rejected the Left's idea of a third
front, dubbing it as a “pipedream”
which had no place in the current
situation. “All such specuiation is
not based on reality,” the Congr-
ess spokesman, Mr Abhishek
Singhvi, said. Echoing similar
sentiments, the NCP president,
Mr Sharad Pawar, said in Patna
that the formation of a third front
comprising Left parties would
remain a “pipedream”. The CPI-M
general secretary, Mr Prakash
Karat, reportedly said today, that
his Guwahati statement had been
m:srepresented — SNS

¢ned to lablc clthLWh he
said the Left would “decide”
on its next course of action
after the 6 March Inter-
national  Atomic  Energy
Ageney mecl.

In what suggested a new
low in Lett-UPA ties, the gov-
ernment spokesperson and
the Lett representative did
not hold the customary joint
post-meeting bricting at the
conelave venue.

Flanked by other Left iead-
ers, Mr Karat expressed his
displeasure with the way the
government had chosen not
to take the Left’s counsel in a
number of matters. On
behalf of the government, the
Union finance minister, Mr P
Chidambaram. said, though:
“We made an honest attempt
to arrive at a consensus on a
number of issues.”

Mr Karat said the Left par-
ties had submitted 19 writién

-trust

2 ;j W ey

notes to the Coordination
Committee. "Our assessment
is that the exercise had not
been as productive as it
should have been,” he said.

On the voting on Iran . the
Marxist leader pointed out
that the government had
been been repeatedly siding
with the USA and the EU-3
at the JAEA mects, “prepar-
ing the ground for Iran’s
referral to the UN Security
Council™. ~The Left parties
told the government that a
discussion on Iran should
take place in Parliament,” Mr
Karat said. adding: “So. the
people know about Parlia-
ment’s stand.”

Opposing  the  govern-
ment's deciston to privatise
Mumbai and Delhi airports
for modernising them, Mr
Karat said there were indicu-
tions that the bidding process
could have been compro-
mised. He added that the
government's  decision  to
allow 51 per cent FDU in sin-
gle-brand retail category had
been taken despite the Lett's
stitf opposition to jt.

Mr Chidambar#mequid the
Centre was ready for a discu-
ssion on Iran in Parliament.
Maintaining that the govern-
ment was committed to pur-
suing an independent foreign
policy. he also said: “lran is a
difficult issue but we have to
tread carefully.” The finance
minister asserted that the
government faced no threat
from any quarter — whether
Right or Left.

Cong cautious, page 4
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LOOKING AHEAD: /ndia must not allow itself to become an accessory to a crime against Iran

. ]Not
A

palpable irritation with the Left

over its decision to demand a full
debate in Parliament on the UPA
government’s second vote against
Iran in the JAEA last week. Al-
though this falls a good way short
of its earlier threat to withdraw its
support, few doubt that a debate in
which the Left pits itself openly
against the government for the first
time will seriously weaken the al-
liance and shorten its life. When
the Sensex has just crossed the
10,000 mark and India is the new
flavour of the year for internation-
al investors, this is the last thing
the country needs.

The Left’s critics are ascribing its
decision to stubbornness, an inflat-
ed sense of its own importance and
a failure to recognise the ‘paradigm
shift’ in foreign policy after the end
of the Cold War and the dawn of a
unipolar day. But while these senti-
ments may well have played some
partin shaping its decision, in truth
what the Left has done is give the
UPA government an honourable
way out of becoming an accessory
?he second greatest crime of the

5

IN THE Indian elite there is a

t century. This will be a military
trike, either by the US alone or in
collusion with Israel, on Iran. .

If you ask a spokesman for the In-
dian government, he will vehement-
ly deny the existence of any such
danger.- On the contrary, he will
claim that India has helped to post-
pone, and possibly prevent, military
action by insisting that “confronta-
tion should be avoided and any out-
standing issue ought to be resolved
through dialogue”. The resolution,
he will point out, “has won a period
of six weeks, before the March
IAEA board meeting, for diplomatic
efforts to continue and to get negoti-
ations between the EU-3 and Iran
back on track”. Indeed, so sanguine
is the Indian government that its
spokesman has not hesitated to as-
sert that India’s vote against Iran
“should not be interpreted as in any
way detracting from the traditional-
1y close and friendly relations we en-
joy with [that country]”.

There have been few worse exam-
ples of double-think in foreign poli-
cy. This pious optimism presuppos-
es that Iran will bend before the
‘will of the international communi-
ty’ and do all of the five things that
the IAEA resolution has command-
ed it to do. These are: re-establish
the full and sustained suspension of
all uranium enrichment activity, in-
cluding research; reconsider (ie.,
stop) the construction of a heavy
water moderated research reactor;

2

ratify and implement the Addition-
al Protocol to its Safeguards Agree-
ment; in the interim, continue to
act in accordance with that proto-
col; and implement ‘transparency
measures’, which extend beyond
the formal requirements of the
Safeguards Agreement and Addi-
tional Protocol and include such
access to individuals, documenta-
tion, dual-use items, military-
owned workshops, and research
and development as the JAEA may
request in support of its ongoing in-
vestigations. Only if it does not,
will the question of UN sanctions,
and the US’s repeated threats of
military strikes become relevant.

But the Indian government knew
perfectly well, even before the vote,
that Iran would not agree to these
conditions. Every responsible Iran-
ian leader, from its ambassador at
the IAEA to its foreign minister and
president, had warned the world
that if the IAEA referred it to the
Security Council, it would immedi-
ately terminate its voluntary obser-
vance of enhanced safeguards and
resume full-scale uranium enrich-
ment and associated activities. That
is what it has since done.

It also kniew that the problem did
not lie with President Ahmadine-
jad or Iran’s revolutionary council.
The Iranian government could not
have acted in any other way be-
cause it has broken no law. The nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty, of
which it is a signatory, expressly
gives it the right to enrich uranium
provided it does so under IAEA
safeguards. Iran had gone a step
further and accepted enhanced
safeguards. The NPT moreover,
does not, in any of its clauses, pro-
hibit a signatory from carrying out
research that would give it the ca-

ST SRR | 3P Vi

Iy

pacity to make nuclear weapons.
(The West tried to plug this loop-
hole at the 2005 NPT review confer-
ence, but failed). The law, therefore,
remains that research that could
create the capacity to build a bomb
is not illegal and proscribed.

Iran went wrong, and aroused
worldwide suspicion of its inten-
tions, when it tried to keep the facil-
ities in which it was carrying out
the research hidden from the JAEA
and, therefore, outside the safe-
guards regime. But even the conser-
vative Financial Times conceded, in
an editorial on February 6, that
Iran’s determination to acquire and
develop dual-use technology is fu-
elled by its acute apprehensions
about its security. It has tried, the
paper concedes, to assuage these
by means of diplomacy, but “Ameri-
ca rebuffed Iran’s overtures for a
‘grand bargain’ in 2003 and Europe
failed to act on pledges to discuss se-

curity in the subsequent deal the-

EU-3 reached with Teheran on a nu-
clear moratorium.”

In insisting that Iran give up the
right to enrich uranium altogether,
what the US, EU and now the IAEA
are asking it to do is surrender its
sovereignty. No Iranian government
that did so in response to a direct
threat would survive for very long.
The West may find it convenient to
discount the power of nationalism
and, therefore, turn a blind eye to
the dilemma in which it has placed
the Iranian government, but Indian
policy-makers can hardly have for-
gotten the potent force that brought
them independence. They, therefore,
know perfectly well that in Iran’s
position they would have done ex-
actly the same thing.

The West is now on a collision
course with Iran. By ratcheting up

another Iraq

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

its-threats, the US and the EU are
making it less and less possible for
the regime to climb down. The Feb-
ruary 4 vote has. therefore, set in
motion a chain reaction that will
end in a military strike on Iran.
That will be another gross violation
of Article 2 of the UN charter, and
will destroy what is left of the West-
phalian State system. But it would
not end there. Iran would retaliate

. by turning Iraq into a living hell

for the foreign troops that remain.
Since it would almost certainly do
this by unleashing a new wave ot
Shia ‘terrorism’ in the country and
forging an alliance with the Sunnis
in central Irag, that could easily be-
come the excuse for more American
or ‘allied’ military strikes on its de-
fence establishments and its infra-
structure on the Kosovo and Irag
models. No one can predict where
this escalation will end.

The Indian spokesman's asser-
tion that India’s vote will not affect
its friendly ties with Iran is pure
poppycock. The truth is that India
has already stumbled into becoming
an accessory to a future military
strike on its nuclear installations.
What is far worse in doing so. it has
tacitly endorsed the US’s invoca-
tion, in its 2002 National Security
Doctrine, of the right to attack or in-
vade another country merely on the
suspicion that it might one day pose
athreat to its national interest. That
doctrine erases the distinction be-
tween aggression and self-defence
and, therefore, the very basis of in-
ternational law. It spells the end of a
world order based on law.

Manmohan Singh will do well
to remember an argument he had
used with great effect when justify-
ing the signature of the Uruguay
Round trade agreement: in any so-
ciety, it is the poor who need the
shelter of the law more than the
rich. In terms of military, econom-
ic and technological power, India
is still among the poorer nations
of the world. By signing on to the
US’s decision to rule the world on
the basis of vague consensuses
among the rich nations backed by
the threat of military force, it is
chopping down the bough on
which it sits.

By insisting on a parliamentary
debate, the Left has given the gov-
ernment one final chance to get
out of a self-destructive commit-
ment in an honourable way For
no one, even in the US Congress.
can reasonably expect it to ignore
the wishes of the people. and face
defeat and a possible fall from
power, on this issue.
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KOLKATA, Feb, 10, —
Ahead of the Assembly
elections, the CPI-M today
stepped up its pressure on
the Centre on two fronts —
the Iran nuclear vote and
the recall of the American
Ambassador to India,

The party warned the
government that if it voted
against Iran at the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency meeting on 6
March (on referring the
Teheran’s nuclear pro-
gramme to the UN Securijty
Council), it would “seek the
support of other parties wi-
thin and outside the UPA...
to put the government in
the dock in Parliament”.
Referring to a letter Amba-
ssador Mr David Mulford
had reportedly written to
West Bengal chief minister
Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee protesting against
certain comments allegedly
made by him, CPI-M gen-
eral secretary Mr Prakash

Karat said: “His conduct is’

not befitting of Ambassa-
dor. He cannot just start
writing letters to chief min-
isters.” (Mr Bhattacharjee
refused comment on whe-
ther he had received a let-
ter or whether he had

[

indeed referred to the USA

2\as an “organised pack of

killers” as alleged by Mr
Mulford.)

What ¢ould be confirm-
ed, however, was that Mr
Bhattacharjee would visit
Vietnam for two days at the
end of this month. The cho-
ice of Vietnam is being per-
ceived as a political state-
ment in view of its pro-
longed and bloody battle
against the USA. The CPI-
M also announced that it
would, with other Left
allies, organise nationwide
protests on 2 March when
the US President Mr Geo-
rge W, Bush visits India.

Asked what he meant by
“putting the government in
the dock”, Mr Karat
replied: “We will seek dis-
cussion in Parliament.” The
Politburo did not discuss
withdrawal of support from
the Centre, Mr Karat said,
and confirmed that. their
“new strategy” would be to
put pressure on the UPA -
with other allies “inside and
outside the UPA” that it can
convince — to ensure the -
Prime Minister and his
Cabinet don’t take major
decisions whether on Iran,
FDI in retail or airport
modernisation t be
forced to take th¢/issues to
Parliament.



Rajnath for all- -party

“There should be a debate on

Ve TR

the Iran isstie in Parfiament...”

LUCKNOW: Accusing the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment of lacking a clear-cut view
on policy matters, including
Iran, BJP president Rajnath
Singh on Thursday sought an all-
party meeting on the Iran issue.
“The foreign policy of the
country is no longer independ-
ent... Neither Parliament nor the
Opposition parties were taken
into confidence on the Iran is-
sue,” he told reporters here.
“There should be a debate on

72008

the [Iran] issue in the parlia-
ment... A meeting of all the par-
ties should be convened to
discuss the issue,” he said, add-
ing the BJP would be raising the
issue in Parliament.

Consensus was lacking over
the Indo-US. nuclear deal,
signed last year, with even the
leading nuclear scientists of the
country not satisfied with it, Mr.
Singh said.

The BJP leader said Pakistan
was now putting conditions for

@
continuing the peace process
and added that the “very sover-
eignty of the country is in peril.”
Asked whether the BJP would
support the no-confidence mo-
tion to be brought by the Samaj-
wadi Party in the Lok Sabha on
the Iran issue, Mr. Singh evaded
a direct reply and said the BJP
too wanted to bring no-confi-
dence motions on a number of
issues and “they should support
us.” Mr. Singh accused the UPA
Government of showing “utter
disregard” to the Constitution
and referred to the proposal for
bringing legislation for Muslim
reservation in Andhra Pradesh

/

meet on /Iran

|\d restoring the minority sta-
tus to Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU).

Referring to the role of Bihar
and Jharkhand Governors, the
BJP president said even the Su-
preme Court had passed adverse
remarks against them.

The UPA Government’s deci-
sion to import wheat amounted
to cheating the farmers of the
country as the wheat season was
approaching, Mr. Singh said. —
PTI

<

See also Paqe/
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the Copgross-led U

. has been
ing reie ndess pres-
sufe on the Manmonan
g governonent in the
run-ap oo a o crucial
Iaternational Atomic
Eaergy Association
(IAEA) meeting on Iran’s
nuciear prograimme:. sched-
uled to be held in Vienna
i o Febraary

The CPL-M general sce-
wtary, My Prakash Kearat,
Saspesnon the foretront of
fhis esercise,

Alter @ miceeting ot their
parties on the issuc today,

oft seaded e write to
tie Prime Viinister asking
e w ensaire that India
did not wote: i tavour of
sesoiufion secking to
: o Iran imbroglio o
tne UN hogy.

Phe Luft also cvpressed
SUNE rese ntment against
the US Ainbassador, Mr
Cravid Multord’s “arrozant
citor:™ 1o pafluence India’s
siatd on the issue asking
e poverriment 1o make
ruhlic proprosals handed to
e USA z.bout separating
the  cowntry’s  civlian
ruclear fucilities rrom its
cubtary ogos.

“We are going o write a
fetier to th ¢ Prime Minister
telhing hine in cear terms
that we do not want the Go-
vernment of Indic to sup-
port or vatce for any resolu-
ron that proposcs 10 take
the trun "patter to the UN-
S the (CPI general secre-
wrv, Mr 9B Bardhan, sud.

SRS

the

U

ramn

India, USA close

to pact: Burns

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27. —
A senior State Department
official today said the USA
and India were near an
agreement on details for
implementing their July
accord on sharing civilian
nuclear technology. “We are
very close to an agreement,”
said under-secretary of state
Mr Nicholas Burns,

He said at a Press
conference that the most
difficult aspect of the
negotiations had been
finding a way to separate the
civilian and military aspects
of India’s nuclear
programme, — AP

Another report
on page 2

Centre’s assurance

The government today
assured agitating employ-
ees  of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
that it would discuss their
“alternative plan” before
making a final decision on
awarding contracts for
modernising Dethi and
Mumbai airports.

The financial bids of pre-
qualified bidders would
not be opened before
Sunday, and the AAI
employees would be taken

into confidence before,
AAl chairman, Mr K
Ramalingam, and AAI

Board Member, Mr VDV
Prasad Rao, told the work-
ers, who had blocked the
gates of the ministry head-
quarters for several hours.

Having wrested this
assurance, the AAI Emp-
loyees Joint Forum sus-
pended their agitation to
protest the proposed pri-
vatisation move.

THE STATESMAN



“Vote against

Iran, or élse:

& T

o

OURBUREAU & PTI

New Delhi/Washington,
Jan. 25: The US has warned
that if India does not vote with
it against Iran, the nuclear
agreement between Manmo-
han Singh and George W. Bush
could come unstuck.

David Mulford, the US am-
bassador, told PTI in an inter-
view that the Indo-US nuclear
deal would “die” if New Delhi
supported Iran at the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) meeting on February 2
to decide if Tehran should be
referred to the UN Security
Council.

If a referral is made, Iran
could face international sanc-
tions over its nu-
clear programine.

The US “Congr-
ess will simply stop
considering the ma-
tter”, dealing a “de-
vastating” blow to [&
the landmark agree- [
ment announced la-
st year when Singh
was in the US, Mul-
ford said, but clai-

o 1

warns

US

which is keen to demonstrate
that its writ still runs at inter-
national forums.

Mulford used a carrot-and-
stick approach to get India on
the US side. “We have made it
known to them (New Delhi) th-
at we would very much like In-
dia's support because India
has arrived on the world stage
and is a very very important
player in the world,” he said.

Inthe same breath, he imp-
lied that the Indian governm-
ent was guilty of hypocrisy. “If
it (India) opposes Iran having
nuclear weapons, we think th-
ey should record it in the
vote.”

Mulford’s task of deliver-
ing the Indian vote to Wash-
ington has become
challenging not on-
ly because of the
long-standing oppo-
sition from the Left
against voting with
¢ the Americans agai-
nst Iran, but also
because of intense
diplomatic activity
by Tehran in recent
days.

med later that his | Delhi decides Its top nuclear
remarks “have be- - notfovote forthe Resotiator AliLari-
en taken out of con- iran resolution. .. | jani is in Moscow to
text"”. : . move forward on a

India may, how- _thmk_ the ’?"’C'.e @ Russian offer to en-
ever, be saved from initiative will die in rich Iranian urani-
taking the tough de- Congress um at plants in Rus-
cision as the board —Mulford sia as a way out of
of governors of _Tehran’s confronta-
IAEA — the UN’s nuclear tion with the West.

watchdog — is unlikely to
refer Iran to the Security
Council at the next meeting.

Sources at the UN said Mo-
hamed ElBaradei, the IAEA’s
director-general, who had re-
peatedly cautioned the Ameri-
cans against invading Iraq
over Saddam Hussein's nu-
clear programme, was doing
the same over Iran.

The sources said ElBara-
dei had let it be known that
IAEA’s comprehensive report
on Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme would not be ready
until the end of February.

Such a position can be frus-
trating for the White House,

If India does not vote aga-
inst Iran at the IAEA, Mulford
narrated the consequences for
the Bush-Singh nuclear deal,
under which the US has agr-
eed to civilian nuclear cooper-
ation with India.

“I think the initiative will
die in Congress. Not because
the administration would wa-
nt it to,” he said.

India rejected the US at-
tempt tolink the fate of the nu-
clear deal to the Iran vote.

“The position that India
will take on the issue at IAEA
will be based on India’s own
independent judgement,” the
external affairs ministry said.

)
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India and talks onj the

nuclear issue
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India should be arguing that by not putting the
faster breeder programme in its present phase
under safeguards, it is actually serving
non-proliferation objectives.

R. Ramachandran

CCORDING TO news reports fol-

lowing the recent round of discus-
sions in New Delhi between India and
the United States around the Indo-U.S.
nuclear agreement of July 18, 2005, pro-
gress seems to have hit a roadblock be-
cause the Indian position that the fast
breeder programme cannot be placed
under safeguards of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was not
acceptable to the U.S. (see ‘Safeguards
for breeder reactors a key obstacle’ and
‘TAEA inspections will compromise
breeder research’ Siddharth Varadara-
jan, The Hindu, Jan. 21).

The argument of the Indian Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy (DAE) has been
that since the breeder programme — the
40MWth Fast Breeder Test Reactor
(FBTR) at Kalpakkam and the 500 MWe
upcoming Prototype Fast Breeder Reac-
tor (PFBR) — is still in the R&D phase,
there is no need to bring it under safe-
guards. “When the technology becomes
mature it is a different story,” Atomic
Energy Commission (AEC) chairman
Anil Kakodkar had said in an interview
(see T. S. Subramaniam, The Hindu,
Aug. 12, 2005).

However, this argument — which In-
dia seems to have continued to maintain
even during last week’s negotiations —
has failed to impress Nicholas Burns, the
U.S. Under-secretary of State for Politi-
cal Affairs, who léd the U.S. delegation.
The issue is whether the programme is
civilian sr military and not whether it is
R&D or established technology. Also, the
245 facilities that the U.S., as a nuclear
weapons state, has offered for safe-
guards include many R&D facilities. It is
another matter that the IAEA has decid-
ed to implement inspections only for
four U.S. facilities, one of which (BWX
Technologies Facility) may well be an
R&D facility.

‘What India should be arguing is that
by not putting the breeder programme
in its present phase under safeguards, it
is actually serving the non-proliferation
objectives of the U.S. How is that?

India has an estimated total inventory
of unsafeguarded plutonium stockpile of
about 10 tonnes by reprocessing of the
spent fuel from the unsafeguarded pres-
surised heavy water reactors (PHWRs).
The PFBR fuel is a mixed oxide of this
plutonium and depleted uranium again
from the PHWRs. The first loading of
PFBR will consume about 3-4 tonnes of
this unsafeguarded plutonium. Accord-
ing to DAE scientists, for exigencies an
equal amount of plutonium needs to be
kept in the pipeline. This means that
eight tonnes of the estimated stockpile
of 10 tonnes would be earmarked for
burning in the fast breeder reactor dur-
ing its R&D phase.

However, if the PFBR is brought un-
der safeguards, this un-safeguarded plu-
tonium is released for weapon purposes
because now India can shop around for
plutonium, Plutonium from the disman-
tled weapons of the U. S. and Russia is
now available in plenty. Indeed, now
Russia is exporting such plutonium to
Japan for burning in its breeder pro-
gramme and also for use in mixed oxide
(MOX) fuel development. In fact, India
should consider offering PFBR for safe-
guards under an assurance of supply of
plutonium under safeguards for the
breeder programme with the caveat that
safeguards on the breeder programme
would be terminated if and when such
supply gets terminated for whatever
reason.

It is not clear why the U.S. non-prolif-
eration lobby is missing this argument
and is bent on bringing the breeder pro-
gramme too under safeguards. And as-
suming an average of about even 10 kg of
reactor-grade plutonium per weapon,
eight tonnes of unsafeguarded plutoni-
um is a huge amount.

It is tempting to recall what Georges
Vendryes, the father of the French fast
breeder programme, said in response to
the U.S. opposition to the development
of the breeder cycle. “I do not under-
stand these Americans. I cannot under-
stand their opposition. In a breeder we
are actually burning plutonium and that
is good news for non-proliferation.”

THE HMDU
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- Onlr ran, don t run
Tehran’s be;ﬁg difficult again. NCW/\lhl has to be
tough, never mind vote bank calculations

EW DELHI'S fervent
N hopes that Iran’s prolifer-

ation will not complicate
India’s efforts to finalise the nu-
clear deal with the United States
have now been dashed. Tehran’s
decision last week to renew activity
at the Natanz uranium enrich-
ment plant has triggered off a
fresh international crisis. And the
nature of New Delhi’s decision at
the International Atomic Energy
Board of Governors next month
would undoubtedly have a direct
impact on India’s own nuclear
negotiations with the US and
President George ' W. Bush’s visit

. to India in a few weeks.

-t

The logic of India’s own national
interest and Iran’s continuing nu-
clear defiance would suggest that
New Delhi continue to vote with
the global mainstream. India had
voted last September in favour of
the resolution that censured Iran
and asked it to abide by its obliga-
tions under the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty. At the same time,
India had also insisted that diplo-
macy be given time to resolve the
issue at the IAEA rather than the

United Nations Security Council,
which could consider further mea-
sures against Iran. Tehran, how-
ever, has not used the intervening
period to find a way out. Its rejec-
tion of a sensible Russian compro-
mise which would have allowed it
to have access to nuclear power re-
actors as well as atomic fuel, have
left the international community
with few options.

Although India, with a clean

-conscience, can support a deci-

sion this time at the IAEA to refer
Iran to the UNSC, there are pres-
sures on the Manmohan Singh to
reverse its vote. The Communist
parties’ demand for a policy cha-
nge is rooted in an ideological
approach that has become irrele-
vant. A small section of the Con-
gress party, too, has been having
second thoughts. It has raised the
bogey of losing political support
among Shia Muslims. At a time
when an irresponsible Iranian
regime is rapidly isolating itself, it
would be extremely perverse for
India to sacrifice its national in-
terest in the name of Congress
Party’s vote bank politics.
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DlIemma over Iran’ s

AN
By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: One of the
two significant wrinkles
creasing US-India ties
ahead of President George
Bush’s visit in March has
ironed itself out following
the emergence of a near-
unjversal stand by the
world community against
Iran’s nuclear infractions.

India’s dilemma
whether to go along with
Washington for a second
time in referring Iran to
the UN Security Council,
mainly on account of do-
mestic political pressure,
has resolved itself follow-
ing Teheran’s defiant and
hardline stance. Delhi’s
vote call has also been
made easier by gratuitous
and aggravating references
by Teheran’s top nuclear
negotiator Ali Larijani to
India’s nuclear programme
to justify Iran’s stand.

The rationale of citing
India’s N-programme to
duck Iran’s international
obligations has not gone
down well with Delhi,

AHMADINEJAD: Making
things easy for India

India’s dilemma
whether to go along
with Washington for

a second time in
referring Iran to the

UN Security Council,
mainly on account
of domestic
political pressure,
has resolved itself
following Teheran’s
defiant and
hardline stance

which was not a NPT sig-
natory and, therefore, not
a violator like Iran.

Taken together with the
erratic pronouncements of
the Iranian leadership on
various issues (including a
call for Israel to be wiped
off the face of the earth), it
makes it easier for the UPA
government to go along
with western powers in re-
ferring Iran to the UNSC, a
decision that is expected to

figure in talks in New Del-
hi on Thursday with visit-
ing US undersecretary of
state Nicholas Burns.
India’s predicament has
also been eased by the
evolving stance of Russia,
Teheran’s close supporter
in the past, which earlier
this week aligned itself
closer with European pow-
ers in bringing Iran to
book, although it is still
opposed to a UN referral.

nuclear vote eases’ '

Only China, which de-
pends heavily on Iranian
oil and has heavy invest-
ments there, is a hald-out.

The IAEA board will
meet on February 2 to dis-
cuss the referral issue.
TAEA director-general Mo-
hammed ElBaradei has
also come out strongly
against Iran. All this has
made the passage of the
US-India nuclear agree-
ment a little smoother al-
though New Delhi is bound
to feel the pain of rising oil
prices—which  streaked
past $67 a barrel—as Iran
threatens retaliation.

That leaves the issue of
separation of India’s civil
and military nuclear facil-
ities as the principle item
in the agenda for Thurs-
day’s talks between Burns
and his Indian counter-
part, foreign secretary
Shyam Saran, as they aim
to set the stage for Presi-
dent Bush’s visit. Both
sides are tightlipped about
where the nuclear separa-
tion matter stands.

» Deal possible: Bums, P 12
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~ South Asia in deep freeze

HE big chill that has de-
scended on North India
has also begun to engulf In-
dia’s relations with her key
neighbours. India’s emerging diffi-
culties in the neighbourhood also
threaten to mar the big bash that
New Delhiis planning for President
George Bushin a fewweeks’ time.

While the Bush visit promises to
transform Indo-US relations and
consolidate India’s standing as one
of the world’s major powers, growing
regional instability threatens to sink
India back into the subcontinent’s
" quagmire.

No great power hasbeen able sus-
tainitself on the world stage, until it
establishes primacy in its own neigh-
bourhood. India’s current attempts
to promote regional stability and
shared prosperity are being undercut
by aseries of developments.

Two years after it was unveiled
at Islamabad in January 2004, the
peace process with Pakistan has
entered choppy waters as Mushar-
raf fails to keep his word on
putting an end to cross-border ter-
rorism. As Musharraf increasingly
becomes part of the problem
rather than the solution in Pak-
istan, his credibility as an inter-
locutor for India is rapidly eroding,

In Nepal, India’s attempts to
nudge King Gyanendra towards po-

litical reconciliation have not suc-
ceeded arml 2 anr.mnnth 1nnn
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ceasefire from the Maoists has
come toanend.

The turbulence in Bangladesh is
set to intensify this year as the nation
prepares for around of divisive gen-
eral elections. The growing influ-
ence of Islamic extremism in
Bangladesh is undermining peace in
the region as well as Dhaka’s im-
mense potential to emerge asanim-
portant nation.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam is betting that India and the
world nolonger have the stomach to
prevent it from carving out a sepa-
rate state in Sri Lanka. Put another

way, the region’s growing vulnerabil-
ities look even worse. The process of
internal democratisation that started
adecade and a half ago hasreceived
huge setbacks in recent years.

Ethnic separatism, too, is re-ignit-
ing old passions, even as the post-
9/11 international constraints on the
sources of terrorism in the region
have begun to weaken. The govern-
ments in the region have also failed
to take full advantage of the possi-
bilities for regional economic inte-
gration and globalisation.

As he headed to the South Asia
summit in November, Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh talked of the

'Ihdla s search for stability
inits nelghbourhood is

going nowhere
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tionin Sri Lankain the late 1980s has
sapped India’s will to take hard de-
cisions on managing regional crises.
Looking away, however, is not an
option, since every one of the con-
flicts across the borders has a way of
impinging on India’s own security.

Second, India is not ina position to
deal with these chailenges on its
own. India has often stated that
other powers should stay out of the
subcontinent; but if India fails to
take the leadership, it cannot stop
others from acting.

In recent years, the US, UK and
the EU have looked to Indian lead-
ership in dealing with Nepal. Yet In-

India must find a way to balance the imperatives
of promoting democracy in its neighbourhood
with the necessity of engaging the regimes
currently in power

danger of “failed states” in the re-
gion. While Singh's comment has

hood, it has hardly initiated a debate
within the country.

Profound structural crises within
the neighbourhood are at hand,
evenif state failure does not present
itself immediately. Preparing for
them must be at the top of India’s
strategic priorities. As the region
tests India’s diplomatic acumen, the
popular focus will be on how India
will deal with specific crises. But the
real challenge lies in developing a
set of principles which must guide its
regional strategy.

First, is the importance of assum-
ing leadership. The failed interven-

dia has found it hard to act in a
timely manner. To be more effective
nthe region, Indid it degpen the
dialogue on regional crises with the
US and other major western pow-
ers, and initiate one with China.
Although India’s regional secu-
rity dialogue with the US hasledtoa
better understanding on Nepal, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh. discussion
on the internal dynamics of Pakistan
remains a taboo. As the political cri-
sis in Pakistan deepens, India and
the US need a substantive dialogue
to develop an enduring framework
for promoting moderation and eco-
nomic modernisation in Pakistan.
India cannot stop the inevitable
expansion of Chinese presence in
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the subcontinent by diktat. New
Delhiwill have to convince the Chi-
nese lgadership that Beijing’s temp-
tatién to support whoever is in
power and take advantage are com-
plicating the larger international ef-
fort to generate political stability in
the subcontinent.

Third, India itself must find a
way to balance the imperatives of
promoting democracy inits neigh-
bourhood with the necessity of en-
gaging the regimes currently in
power. Put another way there is a
basic tension between the political
values that India espouses and the
necessity of living with one’s neigh-
bours. But the reality is that short-
term compromises with the re-
gimes across its borders regimes do
undercut the prospects for India’s
long-term stability.

Fourth, democratic movements
in the region have always looked up
to India for support that has not al-
ways been forthcoming from New
Delhi. If the government’s recent
statement on Balochistan is not to
be seen as a flash in the pan, New
Delhi must develop a long-term
strategy for encouraging democra-
tic forces in the region. This neces-
sarily involves a larger role for the
Indian civil society.

Fifth, India needs to separate the
economic engagement with the
neighbours and the expansion of
people-to-people contact from the
security problems with the nefgh-
bours. Linking them, as India had
done in the case of Bangladesh and
Pakistan, has had a disastrous effect.

Finally, an effective neighbour-
hood strategy rests on New Delhi
ability to discipline the full range of
agencies, departments, political
formations and state governments
that have natural interests in the
neighbouring countries. The inabil-
ity to produce policy coherence at
home has had debilitating impact
over the years on India’s ability to
deal purposefully with Sri Lanka.
Nepal and Pakistan.
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