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Asannagar, June 20: Maoist
guerrillas today struck out-
side their bastion for the first
time, gunning down ina Nadia
village two tribal CPM leaders
who refused to quit the party.

Clad in black combat out-
fits and brandishing muskets,
the gang of 20 swooped on
Chandpur, about 120 km from
Calcutta, in the wee hours and
pumped bullets into Swapan
Sardar, 38, and his neighbour
Uttam Sardar, 39.

The killings have shocked
the CPM rank and file because
this is the first time that the
guerrillas have strayed out-
side their Bengal stronghold
of Bankura, Purulia and West
Midnapore.

Around 2 am, the gang rin-
ged the houses of the duo, both
members of the local CPM br-
anch committee and dragged
them out, all the while abusing
them and screaming why they
had not quit the CPM. .

“Shala. CPM-er neta hotey
chash? Ebar dekhbi CPM ko-
rar ki phol (You want to be
CPM leaders? Now you will
know the result of working for
the CPM),” a rebel yelled be-
fore opening fire.

Uttam was the first target.
Three rounds were fired on
him from close range, killing
him on the spot. Swapan tried
to escape but was chased and
caught in a jute field and
bumped off.

Before melting into the da-
rkness, the guerrillas raised
slogans: “Maobad zindabad
(long live Maoism), Maobadi-
der thekiyey rakha jabena (Ma-
oists can't be stopped).”

A team from Kotwali police
station landed in the village
within 30 minutes of the stri-
ke. No arrests have been made
yet.
Nadia police superinten-
dent R. Rajshekharan said the
duo had been killed because
they flouted the Maoist diktat
to quit the CPM before the As-
sembly polis.

“The guerrillas had threat-
ened Uttam and Swapan with
dire consequences if they
dared disobey their order.
But they disobeyed as they
were strengthening the pa-
rty’s organisation among
local fishermen and daily
labourers.”

S.M. Sadi, a district secre-
tariat member overseeing
CPM affairs in Krishnagar,
said: “We are extremely wor-
ried. We want the police and
the administration to take
steps to ensure such incidents
don’t recur. We want security
to be stepped up for our party
leaders and workers.”

M See Pages8and 6
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Naxals att

k relief

camp, kill 4 guards

M-

PRESS Trust of ndia
Raipur, May 13

FOUR VILLAGE Special
Police Officers (SPOs)
were killed and three oth-
ers injured when around
300 heavily armed Maoists
attacked a relief camp in
Dantewada district of Ch-
attisgarh on Saturday,
sources in the police said.

Nagaland Armed Police
personnel, camping in the
same locality, retaliated
and the exchange of fire
with the ultras continued
for over an hour in Injeram.

After Naxalites stepped
up attacks in June last
year, about 50,000 people
had deserted their villages
and taken shelter in gov-
ernment-run relief camps
in Dantewada. About 6,000
villagers are now living in
such camps at Injeram, the
sources said.

In a separate incident,
at least two villages were
abducted by Maoists on
Friday, when they had
gone to their village,
Akhirguda, in Dantewada,
the police said. Recently,
the Maoists had abducted
52 villagers of Manikonta
in Dantewada district and
killed 15 of them.
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Aerial attacks

The Union home ministry has
approactied the Cabinet com-
mittee on security with a pro-
posal for an aerial offensive to
beat down the extreme Left. The
three-dimensional strategy is
for launching aerial attacks
when required, providing aerial
cover to ground forces and hot
pursuit of Naxals along their
lines of retreat from one state to
another. This is part of the Cen-
tre’s plan for a pre-Monsoon of-
fensive against Naxalites by di-
verting to the affected states
the 75,000-strong paramiitary
forces hitherto deployed for the
poll duties. HTC, New Delhi
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~Waxals kill 12 in Gadchlroh

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Nagpur:: In a ghastly incident, 12
membery:; of a marriage party were
. killed in a powerful land mine blast
triggere(1 by Naxalites in Gadchiroli

district early Tuesday morning..

Among t he dead were two women, two
teenage d girls and eight men, in-
cluding driver of the jeep. The vic-
tims werre from nearby Chhattisgarh
state wlaich shares border with Gad-
chiroli :and were returning home af-
ter a wadding on this side.

Aroiund 4.30 am, guests from Paka-
hanjor village in Kanker district of
Chhattiisgarh were returning after at-
tendin;g a marriage at Sundernagar
in Mulichera tehsil of Gadchiroli.
Barelly; 12 km from the border between
‘the tw states, near Halewara village
in Etajpalli taluka , Naxalites blew up
the Mathindra jeep in which the eight
persoins were travelling.

“H: is a most condemnable incident
and sllhhows how Naxalites do not hes-
itate /in targeting innocent civilians,
“saidl. Gadchiroli SP Shirish Jain talk-
ing tc» TNN. This is the first case of its

X ZRVILT

I

1o

The marriage ghests were travelling in a
convoy of four vehicles and the
Naxalites targeted the third vehicle.
With Maoists violence on the rise in the
most backward and tribal dominated
district of Maharashtra, police are
known to use civilian vehicles to escape
attention of Maoists

kind in the Naxalite-affected Gadchi-
roli district where a marriage party
was attacked. “Probably the Maoists
mistook it for a police vehicle and blew
it up,” said Jain who rushed a police
party led by additional SP S Rokade
to rescue survivors if any.

The marriage guests were travel-
ling in a convoy of four vehicles and
the Naxalites targeted the third ve-
hicle. With Maoists violence on the
rise in the most backward and tribal
dominated district of Maharashtra,
police are known to use civilian ve-
hicles to escape attention of Maoists.
Last week, Naxalites had planted a

pressure bomb underneath a tree
trunk blocking the road in the same
taluka. Seven tribals were injured in
the blast when the police allegedly
asked them to remove the road block.

The Naxal attack came a day after
a fierce encounter between the police
and the Maoists in which at least three
of the left rebels were reportedly killed.
Earlier on April 19, a PSI and a con-
stable were killed when the Naxalites
blew up an anti-landmine vehicle in
the district. On March 13, a similar at-
tack was launched on another land-
mine vehicle but all the 12 police per-

sonnel in it had a lucky escape./
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US offer to fight Naxals: CPM
Chhattisgarh to say no

AGENCIES Q)/
NEW DELHURAIPUR, MAY 26

HE CPI(M) today

expressed concern

over Chhattisgarh

government wel-
coming a US offer to assist in
anti-Naxal operations and
asked the Centre to warn the
state government to desist
from such amove.

Two American diplomats of-
fered to help the state govern-
ment remove thousands of
mines planted by Naxals and
train its police force to battle
the -insurgents during their
Thursday visit, B K S Ray, se-
nior state official for home af-
fairs, said today.

Reacting to this offer the
CPI(M) Politburo said in a
statement: “The US has no

A tourist bungalow damaged in a blast by Naxals at

Kharagpur In Bihar on Thursday. PTI

foreign countries in internal se-
curity matters.” The CPI(M)
asked the Centre to immedi-
ately clarify the situation and
ask the state government to
desist from such activities.

“It should also convey to the
US Embassy that such involve-
ment in the politics and inter-
nal security matters of India is

during the trip.

David Kennedy said Wash-
ington was already coordinat-
ing with India in law enforce-
ment and counter-terrorism.
“All cooperation is coordi-
nated at the federal level in
New Dethi,” he said.

The CPI(M) also con-
demned yesterday’s terrorist

3 CRPF jawans injurec

businessininvolvingitselfinin-  unacceptable,” the partysaid.  attack on tourists in Jammu

ternal security and law and or- A US Embassy spokesman and Kashmir and said the state 1t also asked the Centre to
der issues. The attitude of the ~ denied the offer had been government and the adminis-  assist the Jammu and Kashmir
BJP state government iscon-  made, but said Americanoffi-  tration “have been unableto  government to help security
demnable as no state govern-  cials had discussed law en- take effective steps so far to  forcesidentify and crackdown
ment has the right to involve ~ forcement among otherissues  check these attacks”. on the terror network.

7
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Highway to ﬁght Mamsts

-1,200-km road across 12 Oris:a dlstrlcts o combat Naxalites

SOUMYAJIT Pattnaik
Bhubaneswar, May 30

THE CENTRE has agreed to pro-
vide funds for building a two-lane
highway passing through 12 Naxal-
affected districts of Orissa to facil-
itate operations against the Left-
wing extremists. This 1,200-km
road in Orissa will be part of the
2,215-km-long Vijaywada-Ranchi
highway.

Works minister A.U. Singhdeo
told Hindustan Times, “The Plan-
ning Commission - through the
ministry of road transport and
highways - has asked the state gov-
ernment to take up the work of the
Orissa portion of the Vijayawada-
Ranchi highway. The Centre will
provide funds for this highway
from the Additional Central As-
sistance and Inter-State Connec-
tivity schemes. It will be a two-lane
road with a width of 10 metres”.

The highway in Orissa will pass
through 12 Naxal-affected districts:
Malkangiri, Koraput, Rayagada,
Gajapati, Ganjam, Kandhamal,
Boudh, Sambalpur, Angul, Deoga-
rh, Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj.

The highway, according to
sources, will provide “focussed
targets for the security forces
and facilitate anti-Naxal opera-
tions”. It will also help the se-
curity forces carry out joint
inter-state operations against
the Left-wing extremists in Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa and Jharkhand.
Besides, the highway will “im-
prove transportation network and
minimise journey time in Naxal-af-
fected areas, integrate Adivasis
into mainstream society and ad-
ministration and lead to the im-
provement of industrial activity
along its influence zone”.

» Atwo-lane
highway is to be
through 12 Naxalite-

" affected districts of Orissa to
facilitate security forces’ opera-
tions against Maoists.

N HIGHWAY

ERT

TOWARDS

RANCHI

willbea part of a 2,215-km- -
iong Vijaywada-Ranchi highway.

40

;vThe highway in Orissa will pass
through Malkangiri, Koraput,
Rayagada, Gajapati, Ganjam,

Kandhamal, Boudh, Sambalpur, Angul,

Deogarh, Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj.
0

» The highway will provide
“focussed targets for security forces
and facilitate anti-Naxal operations”

Map not scale

The highway will help the ad-
ministration counter Naxalites,
who are capitalising on inaccessi-
bility, poor infrastructure and a
lack of communication facilities in
the affected areas. The highway

Graphics: PRASANTA DAS

will emerge as a North-South cor-
ridor, running mainly through the
Naxal-affected tribal districts.
"The highway will run parallel to
the Kolkata-Chennai NH-5. It will
help spur economic growth and

provide improved security, apart

from protecting population centres
hubs, sources added. Part o1

the NH-221 inside Andhra Pradesh
and part of the NH-32 and NH-33 in-
side Jharkhand would become part
of this main arterial network,
\/ sources said.

In Orissa, Naxal groups current-
ly operate in jungle terrain stretch-
ing across the state from the East-
ern Ghats in the South to Serenda

forest in the North. Since this
road will come up in the Naxal
' heartland, construction of this
road will pose a big security chal-

lenge to the Orissa government. A

senior official said, “The engi-
neers, contractors, technical staff
and labourers will be provided ade-
quate security during the con-
struction phase to carry out the
work without any fear”.

There are several instances in
the past couple of years when Nax-
al groups have raided the camps of
construction companies building
roads in Orissa’s affected areas and
even abducted site supervisors.
Sometimes, even construction
equipment has been set on fire.

Two Maoists killed

Two suspected Maoists were
gunned down and three others ar-
rested in an encounter between se-
curity forces and the Maoists near
the Andhra Pradesh-Orissa bor-
der on Tuesday. A joint team of
Andhra and Orissa police was
conducting a combing operation
in the forests near Tekguda
Colony in Kalimela police station
area of Orissa’s Malkangiri dis-
trict when the Naxalites fired at
the policemen. Two Naxalites
were killed in retaliatory fire.
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Naxal backlash: 15 abducted
. .Judum members killed

% Among victims, seven were spedial police officers; 35 hostages set free

ABHIRAM GHADYALPATIL
RAIPUR 1 APRIL 29

OUR days after police

failed to trace villagers

abducted by Naxalites,
a search party today found
the bodies of 13 of the 52
hostages, within hours of the
Maoists releasing the remain-
ing 35 tribals. The bodies
were found in Manikonta vil-
lage in Jagdalpur district, the
same place where police had
found bodies of two other
hostages yesterday.

Of the tribals Kkilled,
seven were Special Police Of-
ficers (SPO) appointed by
the state police as part of the
Salva Judum strategy to
counter the Naxalites,
sources said. “Almost all bod-
ies have multiple injuries.
Most of them have been
stabbed  with  sharp
weapons. Since we have ap-
pointed some tribals as SPOs

under Salva Judum, Nax-

alites have been consistently
targeting them,” a senior po-
lice official who was part of
the search operations said.
In an apparent attempt
to target the security forces,
the Maoists had placed pres-
sure-bombs below the bod-
ies of the 13 villagers. As po-
lice tired to remove the
bodies, five explosions took
place. However, no one was
injured in the incident, as the

‘ pohce party was apprehen-

sive of such a move and had
initially dragged the bodies

with the help of ropes.

Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh and Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Chhattisgarh As-
sembly Mahendra .Karma,
who is leading the Salva
Judum movement, have left
for Manikonta.

It was on Tuesday that
Naxalites of the Communist
Party of India (Maoists) ab-
ducted 52 villagers who had
left Dornapal relief camp in
Jagdalpur for Manikonta to
fetch foodgrains. Two of
them were released the next

day but search parties sent
by the police could not trace
the whereabouts of the re-
maining hostages.

On Friday evening, vil-
lagers of Manikonta spotted
two bodies and informed the
police. This led the search
team to launch an extensive
hunt in the village in which
they found 13 bodies.

All 52 abducted tribals
were natives of Manikonta
which is the heartland of
Naxalite activity as well
the Salva Judum counter-
offensive. Leader of Opposi-
tion Karma told The Sun-
day Express: “This is an
indication that Naxals are
fast losing their credibility
among the tribals and
they have resorted to mind-
less violence...The Maoists
think such reckless violence
will force Salva Judum to
stop but the movement will
not stop at any cost,”
Karma said.
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Home Ministry?§eeks report y9

i 7

RAIPUR: In a maj(? strike on Sun-
day, activists of the CPI (Maoist)
killed1l policemen, including an
officer, in an attack on a police
post in Bijapur district of Chhat-
tisgarh.

About 70 naxalites came to
the Murkinar police outpost in a
bus and started attacking the po-
licemen. Eleven died on the spot,
sources said.

Weapons looted

The naxalites looted most of
the weapons, including one
LMG, three AK-47s, 15 .303 ri-
fles, one mortar and one mortar
launcher.

State Chief Secretary Ram
Prakash Bagai said the victims
belonged to the State armed po-
lice. h

Among them were one section
commander, two head consta-
bles, one constable and seven

Special Police Officers.
. Three SPOs and one constable
were seriously wounded, the
sources said, adding that police
reinforcements reached the
spot and search operations were
on.

policemenkilledin
‘Chhattisgarh naxal attack

\

\ l\
Director-General | of Police

Om Prakash Rathor said the po-
lice had also inflicted heavy ca-
sualties on the naxalites.

Caught unawares

Although 22 policemen and 31
Special Police Force personnel
were present at the outpost,
about 550 km from the capital,
they were caught unaware by the
suddenness of the attack, the
sources said. — PTI

Constant touch

UNI reports from New Delhi:

The Union Home Ministry
has sought a report on the at-
tack.

A Home Ministry spokesman
said the Ministry was in con-
stant touch with the State Gov-
ernment.

“Pursuit of culprits is on and
the State Government has as-
sured the Centre that all neces- |
sary action will be taken,” the
spokesman said.

The State, over the last three
months, has witnessed the large-
st number of civilian casualties
in naxal attacks.




Naxal bid to extend sway

in south cause for concern

Emphasis on planning on the lines of the military

Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI: Naxal groups have
been attempting to increase
their activity and influence in
some parts of Karnataka, Kerala,
Uttaranchal and Tamil Nadu, a
concern voiced by the high-level
Standing Committee of Chief
Ministers of States hit by naxal-
violence.

In the first quarter of this
year, Chhattisgarh accounted
for over 40 per cent of naxal vio-
lence and 65 per cent of the casu-
alties — 172 incidents and 137
casualties. The high level of vio-
lence there was attributed to ac-
tion by security forces and the
ongoing anti-naxalite campaign
“Salva Judum” in Dantewada
district.

Thursday’s meeting here,
presided over by Prime Minister

' Manmohan Singh, also ex-

pressed concern that naxalite
groups laid greater emphasis on
planning on the lines of the mil-
itary.

Increasing attacks on railway
infrastructure and disruption of
train services were said to be
new trends. Another disturbing
aspect, Union Home Minister

19 aPk 2006

 Increasing attacks on rail
Infrastructure

¢ Muitiple attacks on
police, security
apparatus

o Affected States to launch
joint operations

Shivraj Patil said, related to si-
multaneous, multiple attacks,
particularly on the police and
the security apparatus as was
seen in Gajapati in Orissa, Jeha-
nabad in Bihar, Giridih in Jhark-
hand and in Dantewada district.

Strategic response

The Centre is likely to evolve a
strategic and technical response
to the naxalites’ increasing re-
sort to improvised explosive de-
vices and landmine blasts for
causing heavy casualties. As in-
dicated by the Prime Minister,
the affected States will soon
launch joint operations. Sources
said the police chiefs were asked
to evolve a framework of the
joint command for operations
cutting across State boundaries.

The States were asked toreach a
broad consensus to constitute
three or four joint task forces
under a single command and
control to intensify intelligence
operations,

As many as 25 battalions of
Central paramilitary forces were
deployed in the affected States
on a long-term basis to supple-
ment their efforts at responding
to naxal violence and instilling a
sense of security. As a special
gesture, these forces were given
free of cost for three years from
July 1, 2004. This exercise in-
volved an expenditure of Rs.
1,100 crore.

Menace in Haryana too

The naxal menace now ex-
tends to a dozen States, affecting
509 police stations. For the first
time naxal activity has been re-
corded in two police stations in
Haryana. The menace has
spread to nearly 40 per cent of
the country’s geographical area
with the affected population go-
ing up to 35 per cent. Areas in
many States, which looked too
obscure to fail for naxal influen-
ce, are today witnessing naxal
activity.
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Security and intelligence ex-
perts point out that naxal groups
have been picking the Centre’s
interests such as targeting Cen-
tral forces and an attack to hijack

a train in Jharkhand. This is a
worrisome scenario.

Regrouping, consolidation

After the CPI(Maoist) came
into being in September 2004,
naxalite groups are reported to
be trying to woo other splinter
groups.

They have consolidated their
front organisations into a “Revo-
lutionary Democratic Front” to
intensify their mass contact pro-
gramme.

Fresh recruitment of cadres is
also reported and the naxalite
groups sustain their fraternal
and Jogistics links with Nepalese
Maoists, though there are no
strategic and operational ties as
yet.

It has been noted that devel-
opment activities are not under-
taken in some naxal-affected
areas mainly due to extortion
and threats from the cadres.
Even contractors are not taking
up development projects there.
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By Vishwa Mohan & Subodh Ghildiyal/TNN

New Delhi: As if a hostile neighbourhood
and long unresolved borders with Pak-
istan and China were not enough, India is
under siege from within. Heavily-armed
Naxalites pose an internal security night-
mare with well-trained guerrillas bleeding
the country from Uttaranchal in the north
to Kerala in the south.

Gone are the days when Naxalites had to
depend on the traditional bow and arrow
and country-made arms while taking on
the might of state agencies. They are now

tqral functions are being seen with skepti-
cism. With three districts, Pithoragarh,
Udham Singh Nagar and Champawat,
sharing a border with Nepal, an unhin-
dered influx is seen as a potential time-
bomb.

Fear over the spread of Naxalism in the
hill state emanates from its difficult and
sparsely populated terrain. While gover-
nance has eluded the villagers, it is virtu-
ally impossible to keep a tab on ‘Maoist
workers’ active in villages to win over peo-
ple through social work. The visible fail-
ure of governance, officials say, is being

‘/N axals take hi-tecl})

e e e | Gone ae the days When oo et couldbea dare
at will anywhere i s | Navates had to depend [/ PC8 OO o R Ry
across 14 states using so- on the traditional bow mindg, the siate,ai}; a f?(laesllsl ?il;
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rifles, and explosives made arms while taking  to revive people’s confidence
ranging fom 102y | gn the might Of state {raies and SP_ have. been
to smuggled RDX. agencies, They are now asked to visit villages once a
 Flgures avalable with | ol oruipned t0 gt er aopaiments and dis
ly suggest that the } security forces and strike  cuss problems faced by people.
Maoists have a strength . . Special attention is being paid
of nearly 10,000 guerril- at will anywhere in as to giving bank loans. “Gov-
las with over 20,000 mod | many as 170 disrcts e et
security ago’eng:ies over across 14 states using ‘ The expansion of Naxal
the years. Bosidos, they | soptisticated Weapons G e traditionai red o

bers of country-made arms

procured mainly from Munger in Bihar
and Gorakhpur and Ghazipur in Uttar
Pradesh.

An official explained that the number of
modern weapons, which also include dou-
ble-barrel and single-barrel guns besides
small pistols of different bores, could be
more as the existing figure carries only
those details forwarded to the Centre by
nine Naxal-affected states and CRPF—the
main Central force deployed for anti-Nax-
alite operations in these areas.

Though the government reports do not
figure out the extremists’ external link-
ages, they point to logistic links with the
North-East insurgent groups, mainly Ulfa,
explaining availability of smuggled RDX
to Maoists.

Contrary to the Union home ministry’s
public posturing, fear in new areas, partic-
ularly Uttaranchal, is genuine. A con-
cerned administration has mounted strict
vigil on the Left-wing organisations which
have mushroomed in a state, which has old
Left links. Their mounting political-cul-

ridor’ of the compact revolu-
tionary zone (CRZ), has also been attrib-
uted to the phenomenal growth in their
armed cadres which has increased from
7,200 in 2004 to nearly 10,000 by March this
year. Naxalites are going from strength to

strength and recent incidents bear testi- *

mony to this fact. They not only looted
arms and ammunition after attacking po-
lice stations in Hazaribagh,

Latehar and Chatra in Jharkhand but
also attacked the heavily-guarded Nation-
al Mineral Development Corporation
(NMDC) store in Dantewada district of
Chhattisgarh and looted 50 tonnes of ex-
plosives, mainly Gelatine, last month.

Earlier in November last year, over 1,000
armed extremists attacked Jehanabad jail
and freed 250 of their cadres after forcing
the Bihar police to run for cover.

Similarly, the Orissa police too could not
match the might of the armed Naxalites in
Ramagiri Udaigiri in Gajpati district last
month when nearly 500 of them attacked
the sub-jail and freed 40 of their cadres, be-
sides looting arms and ammunition.
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| ARMOURY

® INSAS, SLR and AK-47 rifles,
single and double-barrel guns;
smalt arms of different bores;
country-made weapons (all loot-
ed from different state
police and Central forces)

* Country-made weapons are
mainly procured from Munger in
Bihar and Gorakhpur and
Ghazipur in UP

® Estimated number of modem
weapons possessed by
them — 20,000 (security agen-
cies arrived at the figure on the
basis of what they lost during

s Naxal raids in the past 15 years)

® Explosives used by Naxals —
gelatine sticks and RDX

& For [ED blasts, Naxals use steel
milk cans, steel pipes, plastic
buckets, drums, tubelight
frames and mud pots as
containers
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India's Ragtag Band of Maoists fot i
Takes Root Among Rural Poor

By John Lancaster
Washington Post Foreign Service
Saturday, May 13, 2006; A01

BASTAR FOREST, India -- He's 30 years old, speaks
English and is conversant in the language of e-mail
and the Internet. Friendly and self-confident, he could
be a manager in a call center, or perhaps a software
engineer on one of India's gleaming high-tech
campuses. But "Comrade M," as he asks to be called,
prefers a different line of work: waging war on the
Indian state.

Armed with a battered Lee-Enfield rifle that he laughingly describes as "senior to me," the university
graduate in an olive-drab uniform with a red star on the breast was one of about 30 Maoist guerrillas
encountered recently in this remote forest in east-central India.

Drawing recruits and support from indigenous tribespeople known as adivasis , the ragtag band of
young men and women is part of a larger revolutionary movement whose audacious, if anachronistic,
goal is to replace India's parliamentary democracy with a communist system straight out of Chairman
Mao Zedong's Little Red Book.

Once dismissed as little more than an irritant, the Maoist movement is gaining ground in this country of
more than 1 billion people, feeding off anti-government hostility in some rural areas and highlighting
the uneven nature of India's unprecedented economic boom. Analysts say the movement consists of
about 10,000 regular fighters, with several hundred thousand supporters. The rebels are known as
Naxalites, after the eastern town of Naxalbari where the movement began in 1967.

During the recent encounter with the rebels in the state of Chhattisgarh, a visitor witnessed a rally of at
least 2,000 tribal supporters, many armed with axes and bows and arrows, gathered next to a concrete
plinth topped with a hammer and sickle. The rally took place in a stand of tall trees about six hours' walk
from the nearest paved road.

The Maoist commander in the area, who goes by the name Kosa, said the movement had not been
deterred by the triumph of capitalism in China and other formerly communist countries.

"When a scientist doesn't get the desired results from an experiment, he doesn't just abandon the
experiment," he said. "Every movement has its ups and downs. There are defeats as well as victories.
We should learn from the failure of Maoism in China and move ahead."

Following a long period of relative quiet, the Naxalites in the past several years have expanded their
presence to 13 of India's 28 states, according to official estimates, spurring talk of a "red corridor"
extending from Nepal, which is battling a Maoist insurgency of its own, down through the wooded
heartland of central and southern India. The Maoist rebels in India and Nepal have acknowledged
ideological ties, and security officials suspect logistical collaboration as well.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/12/AR2006051202039 pf.... 7/5/2006
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Equipped with homemade bombs and rifles looted from police stations, the Indian rebels have staged
increasingly bold attacks, such as seizing a passenger train for 12 hours in the eastern state of Jharkhand
in March. They function in some remote districts as a parallel government, complete with makeshift
courts and police. Their violent tactics have turned parts of Chhattisgarh, among other states, into virtual
no-go areas for the government, thwarting plans for corporate mining operations in forests that many
adivasis regard as their own.

Last month, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh described the Naxalite movement as "the single biggest
internal security challenge ever faced by our country” -- no small claim in a nation with many
insurgencies, including the long-running Islamic rebellion in Kashmir.

Singh said the rebels draw strength from "deprived and alienated sections of the population" and "“are
trying to establish 'liberation zones' in core areas where they are dispensing, or claiming to be
dispensing, basic state functions.” He called for redoubled efforts to promote development and better
governance, as well as better intelligence-sharing among Naxalite-afflicted states and improved training
and equipment for police and paramilitary forces.

The Naxalites are proliferating despite the rapid growth of affluence in the country. Driven by industries
such as software and outsourcing, the boom has helped expand the middle class, its aspirations reflected
in such entertainment fare as "Who Wants to Be a Crorepati ?" -- India’s version of "Who Wants to be a
Millionaire?" The streets of major cities are clogged with new cars, and developers are gobbling up
surrounding fields for shopping malls and housing developments.

But the boom has bypassed much of rural India, where more than 70 percent of the country's 1.1 billion
people live. Though some rural areas, such as the fertile agricultural states of Punjab and Haryana, are
doing reasonably well, others -- especially in the central and eastern parts of the country -- are beset by
water shortages, poverty and caste discrimination.

Against that backdrop, the death toll from Naxalite violence has jumped from 483 in 2002 to 669 last
year, according to the Home Affairs Ministry.

In Chhattisgarh, the Naxalite movement has found abundant recruits among adivasis angered by police
harassment, dismal or nonexistent government services and collusion between corrupt officials and
criminals engaged in illegal logging. According to government data, 165 people died in Naxalite-related
violence last year, and the bloodletting has continued: Last month, Naxalite rebels abducted 50 members
of a pro-government militia called the Salwa Judum, then murdered 13 of them by slitting their throats,
police said.

"They're absolutely ruthless killers," a senior Chhattisgarh security official, B.K.S. Roy, said by
telephone from the state capital, Raipur. "I've never seen this kind of brutality in my life before, the way
they strike and kill Salwa Judum members. They're hacked to death, heads severed from bodies."

Roy said the Naxalite movement's numbers were growing in Chhattisgarh, where the state last year set
up a school to train police in jungle warfare and counterinsurgency tactics. "A thousand commandos are
already ready for operations," Roy said. "We want a big striking force."

Human rights monitors have also criticized the Naxalites' methods, accusing them of forcible
recruitment, extortion and the abduction and killing of "class enemies" and villagers suspected of
colluding with the state. At the same time, they have denounced members of the Salwa Judum, which
means "Peace Initiative," as vigilantes who rape, torture and kill villagers thought to be sympathetic to

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/12/AR2006051202039 pf.... 7/5/2006
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the rebels.

Contacted through intermediaries, the Naxalites agreed to meet with a foreign reporter and several
Indian journalists in the heavily forested Bastar district, where the rebels maintain a large presence.
Youthful Naxalite supporters met the visitors at a prearranged point and guided them into the woods.

Winding through dry, scraggly forests, the route occasionally passed clusters of grass-roofed huts, many
with crude animal pens fashioned from tree branches. The hike eventually ended in the rebels' camp,
which was littered with weapons, sleeping rolls and solar panels for charging batteries. Fighters greeted
their guests with a handshake and a "red salute" -- a clenched fist raised to the temple.

They were under the command of Comrade Kosa, a swashbuckling figure with a warm, if wary, manner
and a folding-stock Kalashnikov assault rifle. Members of the group asked to be identified only by first
names.

Kosa, 48, was the only fighter in civilian dress, which he accented with a Calvin Klein baseball cap
adorned with a red metal star. He said he had been with the movement since 1977, when he dropped out
of a technical institute where he had been studying in the neighboring state of Andhra Pradesh. He has
been fighting in Chhattisgarh for 26 years, he said, and now commands a force of about 700 guerrillas,
nearly half of them women, supported by several thousand tribal militiamen.

Kosa holds a political title, secretary of the Dandakaranya Special Zonal Committee, a state-level body
that answers to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Maoist), the Naxalites' banned
political affiliate.

In honor of their guests, the rebels had erected a small bamboo enclosure decorated with hand-painted
slogans such as "Down With Salwa Judum" and "Stop Corrupting Adivasi Culture to Make it Market
Culture Under the Guise of Tourism." Uniformed cadres sang a song that included the line "America

and Japan are big exploiters of this country."

Despite their isolation in the woods, Kosa and his aides keep abreast of current events by listening to
shortwave radio broadcasts. Sanjeev, 35, a university dropout who has been with the movement since
1987, asked reporters for advice on how to "upload" Naxalite propaganda onto the Internet, to which he
said he had occasional access. The visitors were provided with CDs purporting to contain evidence of
Salwa Judum atrocities.

The rank and file was made up mostly of adivasis, several of whom said they joined the movement out
of anger toward local authorities.

"I've never seen a hospital in any of these villages," said Nirmala, a slender, short-haired woman in her
twenties who joined the movement four years ago and now serves as one of Kosa's bodyguards. "There
are schools, but there are no teachers. The government says the adivasis, my people, have no rights over
the forests."

Another adivasi rebel, Neela, said she was radicalized at the age of 12, when police arrested her father
for illegally clearing a small patch of land and imprisoned him for three years.

A broad-faced woman with a ready smile, the 25-year-old Naxalite said she spoke only her local tribal

dialect when she joined the movement a decade ago. Fellow cadres taught her how to read and speak
Hindi, she said, and eventually she joined the movement's military wing. A member of a nine-person
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squad who carries a walkie-talkie and a single-shot rifle, Neela said proudly that she had taken part in 10
military operations, including one in which a mine was detonated beneath a vehicle carrying
paramilitary troops. Four of them died, she said.

"They come into villages, beat up men, rape women," she said of the paramilitaries. "I don't feel bad at
all about killing them."

Comrade M, the university graduate and a squad leader, said the rebels typically laid ambushes for "our
friends in khaki uniform" using mines triggered by camera-flash devices.

Military operations aside, the Naxalite rebels also engage in small-scale development projects, such as
digging wells and small reservoirs and training villagers in rudimentary health care, according to Kosa
and his aides. They maintain an active political and propaganda wing, publishing a newsletter and
holding rallies.

At the massive forest gathering, women from a Naxalite cultural troupe swayed and sang. Then Kosa
and several other speakers addressed the crowd over a makeshift public address system powered by car
batteries. Watching from the sidelines, Neela, the Naxalite foot soldier, said she had "complete
confidence" that the revolution would one day succeed.

"I don't know about a guaranteed time frame," she said, "but I know it will happen.”

Special correspondent Muneeza Naqvi contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Naxali

NEW DELHI: The Government on
Friday admitted that naxalite vi-
olence had been on the rise this
year in Chhattisgarh, but claimed
that the situation in 12 other nax-
al-affected States was by and
large under control.

Briefing newspersons after
chairing a day-long meeting of
the Coordination Centre, Union
Home Secretary V.K.. Duggal,
however, said the situation could
worsen if steps were not taken on
the socio-economic and security
fronts.

More civilian casualties

He said violent incidents in the
first quarter of this year had gone
down by 18 per cent. Compared
to 475 incidents last year, there
were only 391 incidents this year,
though the number of casualties
had gone up to 157, against 114.
“The number of security person-
nel killed by March 30 this year is
47 as against 45 of last year’s peri-
od. There have been more civil-
ian casualties, the intensity was
also higher,” he said.

If Chhattisgarh were to be ex-
cluded, the number of incidents
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control, says Duggal "

Local resiStance groups to be trained in self-defence

Vinay Kumar

o _Violent incidents in first
quarter this year M
by 18 per cent v

o Chhattisgarh has berne
brunt of naxalite attacks
this year

o States qmﬁum

o Security Related
Expenditure scheme to
be extended

and casualties would come down
at least by 50 per cent. In Chhat-
tisgarh, which bore the brunt of
naxalite attacks in the first quar-
ter of this year, as many as 162
incidents were reported against
97 of last year. “In this year’s in-
cidents 105 casualties took place,
including 27 of security person-
nel. Last year, during the same
period, three civilians and six se-
curity personnel were killed,” he
said.In Chhattisgarh, naxalites
vent their ire on ‘Salwa Judum’
campaign activists. Mr. Duggal
said local resistance groups
would be trained in self-defence

and given adequate police pro-
tection. The role of such groups
in containing naxal violence was
discussed at length during :he
meeting. There was a consensus
that they were useful. “However,
care needs to be taken to ensure
that such local resistance is en-
couraged in an area effectively
dominated by security forces so
that people there are not ren-
dered susceptible to naxalite at-
tacks,” he added.

Four-pronged strategy

The meeting, attended by po-
lice chiefs and Chief Secretaries
of 13 affected States and a num-
ber of Central Ministries, also
discussed the recent naxal at-
tacks on Railway property, in-
cluding the detention of a
passenger train in Latehar in
Jharkhand on March 13. A four-
pronged strategy was discussed
to strengthen the Railway Pro-
tection Force, Government Rail-
way Police, State police and
intelligence agencies.

To a query on the measures to
strengthen police forces, Mr.
Duggal said that as the first step
all States have been asked to fill
up existing vacancies which ofte

THE -HINDU

e under -

run into a few thousand. Bihar
was making efforts to fill 17,000
vacancies,Jharkhand  recently
recruited 11,000 constables and
still 1,000 vacancies remain,
while Andhra Pradesh had about
6,000 vacancies.

‘Expedite land reforms’

The meeting decided to extend
the scheme of Security Related
Expenditure (SRE) for naxal ar-
eas by another five years in which
Rs. 250 crore has been ear-
marked. The States were also
asked to speed up implementa-
tion of land reforms. Another ar-
ea of concern was streamlining
delivery mechanisms for imple-
mentation of schemes such as the
National Rural Employment
Guarantee, Bharat Nirman,
Backward Districts Initiative and
Prime Minister Rural Roads
Scheme.

Manmohan to address

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Union Home Minister
Shivraj Patil are scheduled to ad-
e meeting of the Standing
ommittee of Chief Ministers to
control naxal menace here on

April 13. /
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LT nion Home Minister Shivraj Patil has virtually

sprung a surprise by tabling in Parliament a pol-

icy note on dealing with the naxalite problem. Itis

unfortunate that there has been no discussion or
consultation with the affected States, not to speak of a
consensus. Of course, Mr. Patil and his Ministry must be in
constant touch with the naxalite-affected States, and the
Home Secretary chairs a special cell and periodically meets
the State Directors General of Police. At a time when the
Chief Ministers of the “naxalite corridor” States extending
from Andhra Pradesh to West Bengal have been calling for a
national policy to deal with the problem, Mr. Patil has
stopped with placing a document on the table of the House.
There is nothing new in the 14-point policy, except a state-
ment that there will be no peace talks with naxalite groups
unless they agree to give up violence. Land reforms have
been identified as a priority area and political parties advised
to strengthen their base and activities in the “infested ar-
eas.” The policy acquires significance in the context of the
surge in violence in recent weeks in Andhra Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh and Jharkhand. Not only was a passenger train
“hijacked” by a naxalite group, but the attack on people’s
movements such as the Salwa Judum in Chhattisgarh, has
unnerved even the tribal population, whose cause the extre-
mists are supposed to espouse. >'/

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Redd,

bold initiative of having a dialogue with representatives of
the Maoist groups, showed up the extremist outfits as being
not really serious about addressing substantive issues.
Moreover, the neighbouring States started complaining that
naxalite activities in their areas were on the rise. Eventually,
the talks broke down and the Maoists were back in business
with greater vigour. The storming of a prison in Bihar to
release detained naxalites, the attack on the Salwa Judum
activities, and the most recent landmine explosion that
killed some policemen have all had a chilling effect on public
and administrative morale. It is time that not only the
Centre but also the State Governments put in place a coor-
dinated plan to deal with the problem. Protection of in-
nocent people and public property that ought to get
paramount importance has been pushed down in the scale of
priorities by, among other things, provision of security to
VIPs. The task of bringing about much better coordination
and cooperation among the States brooks no delay, espetial-
ly in areas such as sharing of intelligence and close monitor-
ing of the borders. The State police must break away from
their law and order mindset and adopt a positive and friend-
ly approach so as to win the confidence of those sections of
the population that remain alienated from the adminis-
tration and provide a support base for the naxalites. Of
course, permanent peace requires bringing the Maoists to
the negotiating table and encouraging them to join the

political mainstream.
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Pre-entpting Naxals

N 7 R Welcome CRPF move ég ~
ations, but the

i

he state gove};\ments will have reserv

Central Reserve Police Force’s establishing its own intelli-
gence apparatus along the Naxal corridor is to be appreciated.
For this unit could plug the critical gap between the national
intelligence agencies (pre-occupied with political snooping)
and those of the state forces which, traditionally, are reluctant
to share their inputs. Since the CRPF has 29 of its battalions
committed to anti-Naxal operations across eight states it is
imperative that intelligence gathering is at the core of a “grid”
it develops. Theoretically the CRPF would be operating as an
adjunct to the state forces, the reality is that it has to play the
lead role and cannot be dependent on the local police for the

information necessary to “carry the fight” to the adversary. IF\

its role is to be pro-active (as it should be) then it must have
the means to plan beyond state boundaries and acquire inputs
vital to the formulation of comprehensive plans.

An ideal situation would have the state police forces co-
ordinating their action, carrying out their tasks with unwav-
ering determination and the Central outfit providing the addi-
tional muscle. Ground realities, alas, are from ideal hence the
CRPF has no option but to assume the pivotal position. It is
so obvious that, as in the north-east, the state governments
lack the political will to direct their police to go whole hog.
That actually causes lower and middle level policemen to
allow the Naxals’ writ to run, and since the latter make pre-
tence to emulate Robin Hood, even the cops turn sympathe-
tic. All that makes things so much more difficult for the CRPF
since it is deprived of the “ear to the ground”. It is to be hoped
that once its own system is in place its response will prove
effective. The Naxal threat is turning increasingly serious, but
somehow no grand strategy to deal with it has emerged. The
strategy, obviously, will involve much more than a “military”
response, yet the Centre cannot sit back and do nothing more
than provide special funds for the state police, it must ensure
a qualitative upgrade.
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BHUBANESWAR: A large number of
armed Maoists stormed a sub-
jail in R Udayagiri town of Gaja-
pati district and freed 40 prison-
ers early on Friday.

They also attacked the local
police station and an armed po-
lice camp killing three police-
men before fleeing with a large
cache of arms.

The naxals took hostage the
Officer-in-Charge of the police
station, Ranjan Mallick, and jai-
lor Rabinarayan Sethi. District
Collector Binod Bihari Mohanty,
who was camping at the local
inspection bungalow, escaped
the attack.

200 extremists involved

More than 200 extremists
along with an equal number of
supporters raided the town from
all sides after snapping tele-
phone lines and disrupting elec-
tricity supply. The raid that
started around 5 a.m. continued
till 7.30 am.

The Maoists simultaneously
attacked the State Armed Police
camp, jail, police station, trea-
sury, tehsil office and a telecom
tower spreading terror in the
town.

In the exchange of fire be-
| tween the two sides at the police
camp, at least three naxalites, in-

Maoists storm jail in

* Morning raid by
extremists, supporters
lasts over two hours

« Simuitaneous attack on
pofice camp, jall,
treasury and tehsil office

* Second major Maoist
- attack in southern Orissa
In recent years

cluding a woman, were killed,
but the bodies were taken away
by the ultras, Director-General
of Police Suchit Das said.

Loot arms

The arms looted from the po-
lice camp included 25 self-load-
ing rifles (SLRs), a pistol, a light
machine gun and an AK-47 rifle,
sources said.

The ultras, who ransacked the
police station, burnt stamp pa-
pers worth nearly Rs. 40 lakh in
the treasury.

Basanta Singh, one of the 40
prisoners released by the
Maoists, returned to the jail af-
ter the ultras went inside the
nearby forests.

Of the three policemen killed,
two died on the spot and one
died while being taken to a hos-
pital in Berhampur. Another po-
liceman injured in the attack is

o1

Orissa, free 40 prisoners

Three officials taken hostage from police station

undergoing treatment.

Although senior police and
administration officials reached
R Udayagiri to take stock of the
situation, there was no informa-
tion on the whereabouts of the
police official and the jailor tak-
en hostage by the extremists till
evening.

The naxal attack, similar to
the incident in Bihar’s Jehana-
bad district in November last, is
the second major Maoist attack
in southern Orissa in the recent
years.

Three years ago, the naxalites
had raided the district head-
quarter town of Koraput and
looted arms and ammunitions
from the district armoury.

Issue raised in Assembly

The R Udaygiri issue was
raised in the State Assembly by
the Opposition legislators who
blamed Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik for the “failure” of the
law and order machinery in the
State. Mr. Patnaik is holding the
Home portfolio.

Meanwhile, a labourer was
killed and six others were in-
jured when a landmine went off
near Kankadahada Ghati, 15 km
away from R Udayagiri. The ac-
cident occurred when the au-
thorities were clearing the
landmines laid by the naxalites.



Maoist bomb hoax A

“delays trains

Statesman News Service

'KOLKATA/MIDNA-
PORE, March 23.
Passengers on three
trains were kept waiting
for more than four hours
early this morning, while
police searched the tracks
for bombs supposedly
planted by armed men
posing as Maoists.

According to - South
Eastern Railway officials,
armed men threw a piece
of paper, stating bombs
had been placed on the
tracks, into a railway
cabin man’s shed at
Bhadutola level crossing
soon after midnight last
night.

The railway employee
manning the  cabin
warned the Salboni sta-
tion manager, from where
the Hopwrah-bound
Chakradharpur passen-
ger train was due to leave.

The train’s departure was

stalled.

The corresponding
Chakradharpur passen-
ger, which runs from
Howrah . to
Chakradharpur, and the
Howrah-bound Nilachal
Express were also
stopped at Midnapore
and Bishnupur stations,
respectively. Police

searched the tracks for
four hours but did not
find any bombs.

Mr Tushar
Bhattacharjee, IG (Rail),
said: “Security personnel
swung into action imme-
diately and launched a
search for explosives on
the tracks. But no suspi-
cious objects were found.
The search continued for
four hours.”

The West Midnapore
superintendent of police
and Kharagpur superin-
tendent of railway police,
also arrived on the spot.
Mr Saroj Kumar Sil, sta-
tion manager (Howrah),
SER, confirmed that the
three trains were
detained for security rea-
sons.

After the alert was lift-
ed, the Chakradharpur
Passenger left Salboni for
Howrah at 4-56 a.m.
while the Chakradharpur-
bound train  and
*Nilachal Express resumed
their journey at 5-30 a.m.
and 5 a.m., respectively.

The incident throws a
challenge to the newly
revamped Special
Operation Group of the
state police which is car-
rying out combing opera-
tions to prevent Maoist
attacks in Belpahari,
Salboni, Lalgar, Binpur

2 4 Mer 2006

_the

c

:\\“”’

and Goaltore police sta-
tion areas of Midnapore
West.

In a press release
issued at Belpahari today,
“Bikash”, CPI (Maoist)
general  secretary  of
Midnapore West,
Bankura and Purulia
called on the people to
grab their right to “jal,
jungle and jomi” (water,
forest and land) through
armed agrarian revolu-
tion by boycotting the
upcoming Assembly poll
on 17 April.

“Go ahead to achieve
the target of capturing
state power”, it stated. “It
has been proved that vot-
ing is not the path of peo-
ple’s liberation from the
exploitation which has
been entrenched by the
mock Marxists in Left-

ruled West Bengal. The |

only road to end exploita-
tion is Naxalbari — the
road treaded by Tilka-
Birsa-Sidho-Kanu.”

The release demanded
the “paramilitary forces
be removed to usher in a
peaceful atmosphere ...
to enable the people to
cast their valuable votes
fearlessly. In that case,
they may take part in the
poll or abstain. This is
what is called their demo-
cratic right.”
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~ Naxalites rule Where

Fepmt

., police fear to tread

By Sonali Das/TNN

Ranchi: If the Naxalite attack in
Jehanabad last year was to free
dozens of comrades and key
leaders from jail, Monday
evening’s ambush of a passenger
train in the remote and densely-
wooded Latehar district of

Jharkhand was a tiny post-it -

sticker. But the message was loud
and clear: Naxals can strike
when and where they want to.

If Maoists in Jharkhand didn’t
say that expressly by leaving
leaflets or spray-painting it on
the train, their cadres in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh did. They
told the six policemen whom
they abducted and later released
over the weekend that their kid-
napping was not aimed at caus-
ing any harm but just to drive
home a point and that is to de-
moralise the police force.

And the tactics appear to be
working in large swathes of
Jharkhand, Orissa,Chhattis-
garh, West Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh, through which the
Maoists have carved out a corri-
dor along which their writ large-
ly runs. Take Monday evening
for instance. It’s not that police-
men couldn’t reach the train on
which passengers were held
hostage. It would have been
trudge, but police officers said
they didn’t even try to get to the
train because it was clearly a
trap to lure cops into a minefield.
The cops didn’t go there until the
guerrillas had left, along with
the landmines which they took
on their way out.

“We decided against sending
the force in the thick of the night
since the area had the advantage

Security personnel guard the train
which was seized by Naxals, at
Latehar on Tuesday

of a thick forest cover and a
tricky hill terrain. We had the in-
formation that Naxalites had
laid landmines all along the way
to blow up the police,” said spe-
cial branch DIG B C Verma.

But Verma insisted it wasn’t

cowardice that kept the police-

force indoors until dawn. He said
the decision was “strategic”.
The district police led by Late-
har SP and a huge posse of CRPF
reached the spot only around 6
am the next morning, three
hours after the Naxals had melt-
ed away and more than 11 hours
after the train was taken hostage.
It’s the same story in other ar-
eas where policemen barricade
themselves in their thanas and

don’t even dream of venturing
out after dusk, leaving the ter-
rain pretty much open for Maoist
to rule the roost.

Jharkhand police chief V D
Ram denies the state had ceded
vast tracts to the Naxals by fail-
ing to protect the villagers. “It is
not true that the Naxals can
strike and paralyse the system
anytime they liked,” he said, ex-
plaining the Naxals were crafty
enough to choose soft targets on
highways and deserted railroads.
“They are well aware of their
strengths and weaknesses.”

It’s not that the police aren’t do-
ing anything. Monday’s attack
was to coincide with a bandh call
given by Maoists to protest the
death of Jagannath Koeri, a zonal
commander who was killed in a
police encounter recently Police
describe Koeri as the mastermind
behind several major attacks in
the Patan and Chhatarpur areas
of Palamu division, and he was
also an expert in landmines. He
carried a reward of Rs 50,000 on
his head, Ram said.

Whatever the causes — fear or
neglect — Maoist numbers have
swollen in recent months and
their attacks spiralled. It has gone
from strength to strength after
the People’s War Group (PWG),
known for its guerrilla expertise,
and the MCC, which enjoyed or-
ganisational superiority, joined
hands to become CPI (Maoists)
last year. Since the Jehanabad jail
break in Bihar, Naxalites have ex-
ecuted several operations in
Chhattisgarh, Orissa and Jhark-
hand, where the Palamu division
has become their favourite stomp-
ing ground given its difficult ter-
rain and thick forest cover.

THe oS CF INCIA
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‘Happy end to Naxals
train hijack drama g

AMITABH Srivastava and VISHAL Sharma
Ranchi/Latehar, March 15

AROUND 10 hours after they laid siege to a
train in Latehar district of Jharkhand, tak-
ing 110 passengers hostage, Naxalites aban-
doned the train early on Tuesday and escaped
into the nearby thick forests.

Police forces and the railway officials
reached the Barkakhana-Dehri-Mugalsarai
passenger train, parked forcibly by the Nax-
alites at Auntikheda, in the morning and
“rescued” the passengers. DGP VD Ram said
the passengers were safe.

The train was on its
way from Barkakhana

nEn in  Jharkhand to
I ) Mughalsarai when
: over 40 armed cadres

of the CPI (Maoist)
overpowered the two

Time to meet drivers and the guard
around 7.30 p.m. on
The Centre has con-  Monday. )
vened a meeting of The Naxalites
chief secretaries roughed up the driver,
and DGPs of 13 damaged the engine

and cut off communi-
cation by snatching
walkie-talkies

Naxal-hit states on
March 31 to discuss
the recent attacks. the

Union home fro_m the guard and the
secretary V.K. drivers. .

Duggal has called The DGP said the
the meeting, a Naxalites wanted to

lure the police into a

spokesman said.
trap and had planted

The Centre is in

touch with Jharkhand ~ at least a dozen land-
government mines on the ap-
proaches.

“We deliberately de-
cided against moving the police parties dur-
ing the night,” he said. “They also wanted to
use the passengers as a shield against police
firing.”

After parking the train, the Naxalites toock
position in the dense forest, waiting for the
police to come. But they abandoned the train
once it was clear that the police had seen
through their plan.

“They knew that without the cover of dark-
ness they will be no match to the police fire-
power,” the DGP said.

Latehar SP Subodh Prasad said the Naxal
action was in protest against the death of one
of their self-styled commanders in a police
encounter in Palamu district on March 3.

Train services, meanwhile, resumed in the

'Barwadi-Mughalsarai sector. Already, more

than a dozen trains, including the Tata-Jam-
mu Tavi Express, were running late by 12
hours.

However, the railway authorities have
geared up to streamline the services.

| & MAR 2006

A train arrives at Latehar station in Jharkhand after the hijack drama.

Tight security

AGENCIES
Ranchi/Raipur, March 15

A DAY after Naxalites aban-
doned the local train they had
seized on Monday night in Late-
har, life in the district remained
unaffected, with people dancing
to the tunes of Bhojpuri folk
songs and exchanging sweets to
mark Vasant Utsav.

Holi was celebrated in Chhatis-
garh amid elaborate security
without any Naxalite-related or
other incident. Commandos and
armed policemen have been de-
ployed in all sensitive areas of
the state since Tuesday to ensure
a peaceful Holi.

Governor lt-gen. K.M. Seth,
chief minister Raman Singh
and his council of ministers are
not celebrating the festival be-

cause of the massacre of tribals
by Naxalites and stepped up
Maoist violence in the state. The
‘open house’ at Raj Bhawan dur-
ing Holi was not organised.

Maoist held

A self-styled zonal commander -

of the banned CPI (Maoist) -
wanted in connection with the
attack on the Jehanabad sub-jail
on the night of November 13,
2005, in which Naxalites freed
nearly 390 inmates, including
several (Maoist) cadres —and his
associate were arrested by the
police in Bihar’s Jehanabad dis-
trict late on Tuesday night.

Acting on a tip, the police ar-
rested Satyendra Yadav and aide
Kesar Yadav from their hideout
in the Naxalite-hit district. -

THE 130UST AN TIMES
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Maoists hijack

Pp Hﬂ’c"ﬁ 2

passenger

S
Dapankar Bose
in Ranchi

March 13. Armed
Maoist extremists hijacked
a passenger train in Lateh-
ar district of Jharkhand ar-
ound 7.30 p.m. today. Th-
ere is no information about
the exact number of pas-
sengers held hostage or the
condition they are in. A rai-
iway ministry official said a
light engine -train had
reached nearby Kumendi
with Railway Protection
Force personnel on board.
They are awaiting the dis-
trict superintendent of pol-
ice’s orders to start rescue
operations.

Most senior officers
believe that the extremists
had stopped the train with
the express purpose of
making police sit up and
eventually send troops to
rescue the passengers.
They don’t rule out the
possibility of the Maoists
having booby trapped the
paths leading to the spot
where the train had been
stopped or even that of the
rebels engaging police in a
battle on the hilly tracts.

Senior district police offi-
cers as well as RPF officers
have rushed to Latehar
from neighbouring Dalton-

ganj, Barkakhana and
Palamu towns.
Officers believe the

628BDM Mughalsarai-Ba-
rkakhana passenger train
was hijacked around 7.30
p-m, when wireless commu-
nication between the rail-
way officials at Barwadih

g

Plan panel puckuge
NEW DELHi, March 13. — With
the Maoists threatening to set
up a “Red Corridor” from
“Pashupatinath Mandir in Nepal
fo Tirupati in south India”, the
Planning Commission has
approved an additional Plan
package of Rs 313 crore for
Chhattisgarh to combat Nax-
alism with tribal welfare
programmes. — SNS

station and the driver and
the guard of the train
lapsed.

“We were first alerted by
a guard of a goods train
who had spotted several
persons circling the passen-
ger train that was stationary
on the tracks. When he
tried to take a closer look
along with the driver of his
train, they were pelted with
stones. But the guard did
note that not a single light
shone out of any window of
the passenger train,” said a
senior East-Central Rail-
way official at Barwadih
station. The hold-up has
caused three passenger
trains to be halted at Dalt-
onganj and other stations
and many more to be
diverted to other routes.

The Maoists had called a
bandh today in Palamu
Division comprising Late-
har, Palamu and Garwah
districts, to protest against
the killing of the rebel
group’s Palamu zonal com-
mander, Jagannath Mah-
ato alias Jagannath Koeri.
Koeri died on 3 March dur-
ing Operation Thunderbolt

N STATES My

tram

Lhat the state poh -
ucted with the Central
Reserve Police Force in
Palamu. The Maoists, who
believe that Koert had been
murdered in cold blood,
had vowed to avenge the
death of their leader.

The Laterhar SP. Mr
Satish ~ Kumar,  said:
“According to preliminary
reports, armed Maoist extr-
emists stopped the train
between Hehegara and
Kumendi stations on the
railway's busy Coal India
Chord section.” “Due to
heavy deployment of
troops, the bandh passed
off peacefully in all three
districts, though traffic
movement  was  slightly
affected. The extremists
probably chose this time of
the day (evening) and a tar-
get like a train to make
their presence.felt. A strat-
egy is being worked out and
more forces. including
CRPF jawans, are being
sent to Latehar,” he said.
On the darkness inside the
train, the SP said: “A tech-
nical snmag could have
caused the lights i the
coaches to go out. We will
be in a position to get a bet-
ter picture only by early
tomorrow morning.”

The Union home min-
istry is closely monitoring
the development. The joint
secretary (internal security)
has alerted the Union ho-
me secretary, Mr VK Du-
ggal, to the siege. Mr Du-
ggal has sought a report fr-
om the director-general of
Jharkhand police.
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/ Maoists Vs Mllltlasq

& Salwa Judum is against N%
N norms of civil society

ARTS of Chhattisgarh are witnessing a strange sort of
! militarisation that is depriving people of their basic
4pohtlca1 and economic freedoms. On one side are Maoists
=cla1m1ng to represent the interests of oppressed tribals and
waging a violent war against arms of the Indian state,
;Opposed to them are political forces which resist the
process of democratisation. They also speak the 1anguage of
violence. Unfortunately, the Indian state has preferred to
'actively support the latter. Salwa Judum is a state-
sponsored movement to fight Maoists by arming village
youth. It was launched by a local Congress MLA and later
endorsed by the state’s BJP government. Salwa Judum,
which translates as peace campaign, has led to the militari-
dation of society at grass roots. Caught in this spiral of
répression, people have been denied access to democratic
institutions and means of political expression. Scores of
people have migrated from this zone of armed conflict. The
rest of India can no longer ignore this spectacle of violence
and bloodshed. Maoists have killed more than 60 people in
Chhattisgarh since January. They must realise that politics
which reduces human beings to dispensable entities in a
war of attrition has nothing liberating about it. Such
{deology does not address the social and economic depriva-
tion of oppressed peopie or posit an alternative paradigm of
governance that is more egalitarian.
ﬁ‘ The state is no less guilty. It appears to have abdicated its
yole as a facilitator of democracy. Private militias can’t be
allowed to maintain law and order. Initiatives like Salwa
Judum strike at the roots of democracy. They legitimise
violence as an instrument of political expression .and
governance. Maoist politics seeks to exploit the failure of
democratic institutions towards addressing the social and
economic concerns of poor peasants and tribals. The
political mainstream has failed to address them. In many
cases, democratic spaces have been appropriated by the
very interests that are inimical to social change. This
contradiction has to be addressed politically. The battle
against Maoists has to be fought in the realm of ideas, and
not with weapons. In a democracy, power does not flow
from the barrel of a gun.
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“Maoists kill villagers
at CPM party meet

HT Correspondent ) 3 t
Midnapore March 9 \‘
MAOISTS BARGED into a CPI(M)
meeting in Belpahari on Wednesday
night and shot dead two villagers.

The attack revived memories of
Saturday’s attack at Lalgarh where a
CPI(M) activist had been gunned
down after attending a party meeting.
“You have held enough meetings,” the
Maoists had said before opening fire.

In Wednesday’s attack the casual-
ties were not even CPI(M) members.
They were ordinary villagers who
were attending a meeting called by
Satyen Soren, convener of a CPI(M)
booth committee, at his home. Sud-
denly six armed Maoists in olive
green combat uniform barged in.

At first they threatened them with
dire consequences for conducting such
meetings despite repeated warnings.
Then they began assaulting them. Saty-
en pleaded with the Maoists but that

only triggered an mdlscrlmmate t-
ing. Jaladhar Mahato and Humai Mur-
mu, who were standing in front, died
on the spot.

One bullet also hit Satyen and he col-
lapsed on the floor. The others in the
room managed to flee. The Maoists too
fled. It was all over in 20 minutes.

West Midnapore SP Ajay Nand
rushed to the spot to find Jaladhar
and Humai lying in a pool of biood.

“Satyen was writhing in pain. He
was rushed to the Jhargram hospital
and admitted there. His condition is
critical,” Nand said.

Preliminary investigation suggests
it was the handiwork of the Maoist
Communist Centre (MCC) rebels from
neighbouring  Jharkhand. The
Maoists have called for a boycott of
the April 17 polls in West Midnapore.
“The MCC is working jointly with the
Maoists to terrorise voters ahead of
the polls in Bankura, Purulia and
West Midnapore,” Nand said.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Anti-Naxal panel: Jharkhand

minister d;aWs MLAs&V ﬂqk

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI,MARCH6

JHARKHAND  Home
Minister Sudesh Mahto was
cornered today as Assembly
Speaker Inder Singh Namd-
hari joined an MLA in ques-
tioning him over the proposed
high-powered committee- to

1t region and blew upa bus i in Br
i said’herye on Monday:

tackle the Naxalite problem.

Mahto had made an anno-
uncement in the House on De- e
cember 16lastyearon the for-  theroot of extremlsm and sug-  ted that the blocs were Naxal-
mation of the committee. gest policieswhich couldbring  hit, but brushed it off, saying

Joining in a question raised  abouta permanentsolutionto  there was no problem in main-
by BIPMLA Koechhe Munda,  end the Naxalite problem. taining law and order there.
Namdhari sought to know Munda sought to know fr- Asking how police would be
whether any initiative had omthe ministerwhetherTorpa  able to anticipate crises sitting
been taken in this regard, to  and Raniya blocs in Ranchi  in their offices, Namdhari di-
which Mahto replied that he  district were Naxal-dominated  rected the minister to enquire
would submit areportaboutit and whether the government  from the officers about the dis-
in the ongoing Budgetsession.  hadplans tosetup police pick- *  tance between police stations

The committee wouldgoto  ets there. The minister admit-  and difficult terrains.

R -
'NDIAN EXPRESS
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- Maoists miss
target,

v

. at
! OURBUREAU 27 |
Feb. 26: Maoists stunned Ben-
gal in the middle of poll prepa-
rations, killing at least four
people by blowing up a police
vehicle in West Midnapore on
the second anniversary of a
similar strike in the same
area.

The site of the landmine
attack in Belpahari is hardly
45 km from that of a carnage
on the eve of the New Year
when CPM district secretariat
member Rabindranath Kar
and his wife were burnt to
death in the neighbouring Pu-
rulia district.

Today’s explosion oc-
curred around 5 pm at
Naakrachhara, 225 km from
Calcutta, when a van hired by
the police hit the landmine.

The van, carrying at least
14 people, was returning from
amedical camp organised by
the police as part of a public
relations drive in Maoist
strongholds. Four people —
the driver, a helper, a home
guard and a constable, all aged
between 25 and 40 — died on
the spot while six have been
admitted to hospital with
injuries.

The West Midnapore su-
perintendent of police, Ajay
Nanda, had also attended the
camp and a jeep carrying him
had passed through the same
spot two-and-a-half hours ago,
prompting police to believe
that he was the real target.

Nanda had launched a
crackdown on the Maoists in
Belpahari, a bastion of the
rebels who had carried out a
strike on a police jeep in 2004,

kil 4.,

killing eight security person-
nel. That attack was also car-
ried out on a February 26.

However, following the po-
lice clampdown, Belpahari
had fallen quiet and the ex-
tremists had shifted focus to
the neighbouring Bankura
and Purulia districts.

CPM state secretary Anil

J BANKURA s
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Biswas said in Calcutta

tonight that the Maoists’ tar-
get was the police officer. “The
Maoists so far have killed 19
police and security persons.
The administration should be
more vigilant since the guer-
rillas appear to have targeted
senior police officials and
CPM leaders,” said Biswas.

The guerrillas had placed
the landmine on a stretch of
road near an irrigation canal.
The explosion lifted the vehi-
cle off the ground several feet.

As soon as he was told of
the blast, Nanda rushed
back to Belpahari. In the
morning, Nanda had led a
30-member team, including
two doctors, to the medical
camp in Barshol. The officer
left around 2 pm. The van that
was blown up was the last to
leave.




PRSI JebOlitle  EBle BlESW) BABls (2] i) S DIMD LU E5 RG] Fb24] kI Qjlen « Bl 0% Iilicly ba) KOAIIL Db blololle B allela 2L BlEsle
biog), MUl i b Qi logif el Qi) 8D 2B Yob SAge 520 gle whb iokjfhin labolk Bl Bl Bl (152 00 05 plleidlle  HADE ‘Sl EE2 BSW O
LRlGblo WILAE BIGR o> bl SlRle Ik teb] 0 120l Bllusiale QOUS-MOM] LoD 36, ‘Mledb BIZU (Heln) EOjeh  lRQNR, Bk bl B-glZeaQ) il kibMPlE Bldls Blgclle) Bmdaibolte
ol Qe Blbkelle) Itliclie SOl BA)IElslob),, ‘lelodb bele Biple  -RedFlble BRORAIL Bllbd (Alle (2% ok 25 Q)i ojAls baRE 1R kislle bkikOlb Beh] B G240k
BINT% liob 1% liob QOR) Alle @2FIE  blek lclelle EEMelieblh) el e ) Fholle) BlQNIIR] 1IQ EI]le) bElislo)  Wibleble] ‘g2 Clelld CUAlleBQ  ilek I 0l FELALIbOLE €SN
Sigiblie k2 0d kldle BIQE BOL, B2 ki QP Elele bEle Yol W) S Qe 1089 lofls zelEBle  ‘lale ‘Uelkisle) “lAledl ‘AlSILeld 1) QB iblE) [SUb 1o Wb bhibik
ekl BIOUSIA2G Ioa)ly ibdullel MR BAURUsleb) 1BUDE IS Belble Bkl 224 BAZe WRIkde iBlulboie eakle allblalt sl Qg bBlalic, ‘Clodb 1K) Blblle SERL]
Ipadle 822 adjalle |Blddully 5 [Pl -l 0k (Sl DG Bllale bl 120% 1l 1229 S| BaIZ e (zldie o ellele il Blledill 56 ullels o) BOIY QUSSR
BlDE ez bltlkdlb llskle bo o ekl ligfle Boliele) lulle BlAME  (Blaleol B4 bl Wblui) Wbk, -l el Alld 2% ¢l Shi> SR ERD  helbb Bllik SOBS kil BUND
RO QU e gElle Sbjklliin (BT ko) Bbik 520 ¢l ki Rals oot & oo gain W) e Sulbk ek Alige, Malk  ElelE BE HMESW LB 4k
Isle e B2 b2 1200 0lb BWASIR  kbob] 5E24)Izlelb) 55D Klalle bl i) Do 110k Rl bl kP gl (b6 ol Bl GU% Lokl 1202 RUG bS] blab b9 baYle allge
195, ‘el 20lle Digln BEladley loglie  lefllolinlle bloble L) ‘bittludly bltlolsls Q0% bip SEI> L% |RlisZalit Qlelle Lo Bl D] 152 15 BB Al LD Bls® bisltichlio Elib lsb] (A be
plleiiblol ([ JalbOll, loB] (bie) oG RlMls bl Blodle 1E0E BUAL i, Mok sl kbleb ke RPALE  |BK0E RN BLE] Sk $20T Alle Q) Dlelb ZUE) |l 108} kbl -
HESLD Sl 00IQ o2p bIZ lelblle Qbblis  laQGle 2L bldlled Qi@ Blie) kbd Elotlz loblajie kb jelald  Qiiq R (il SRAlL blslelel gloin  Biglle @l dlub (622 Qe laliedple -
Ledhf-lle B¢ bojlle L0000% ROloblin 1LeD) 1@y 5240 boJlbla wl Slsblle Lo B Sleddls BIGG ek ola SIS lsh] I Rlbledn Sllok(z (blak & Sigle (a0 g8 35 =l Ald: Kllstslia
Blgelled Qb Lebed Dol bolke o6 « 2% BAB® el Bl (BN AI) 1BIG Qb B2l lioB) fllotel Bilcuie 1B &b bl 35, ‘bledb kb Obll> (loshiiule)
BBl S0 leiolle lilidle 50k Buduibole 104] Sl3lle (b 226 ‘e DG Il LEAUD G kil B2lle  Elpk bIG LBl AlER) WbGI $2)  BfEln  Shldl  tals w0 sk
oMUl BAE (0808 bl B e Wik Bl [ Wle Shalells,, ket Q% bl lalle Miklle BBlslBi lelok 5EUAL QOBG glo b kbl  Ajk AL Blndlle Ledlbl Blblol
Wl Tl kta Bl bl fehle baRie Lol (52 bl gk $98 AR 1ZBIS QbR Zlsedile RIS il 1202 bl I Blkow)
[bklie, Bebl 12003 [l blate Ble@ b2 5 KEISE ARk lchic blobledhlosk (O QOlsD jlbdale BBl 22edle  |1dble &5 | slalbole BRI flehk i kb Dollslts DRI B o) BEslielt)
©Ulsdle) Jalle WAL lelefls |1is pBIlelln  Loin) BRIBIslie) i) B 12kl Bhlolls 5O, BALS LRUE bl il bl (q Ien olie Selphl) Role-ladle  Rddls 5 lAbl ki a0 gl -
Sbie el b ldabs Bh bl BAI0 Blb2E, L0k BRI BaBle, kB bpibolr 16 Zh 1nldle 820 Zallbll 3O oty -itlslsls Ebk bk llefle 123 Bhidle Lo 195 i 6 gl 90D Alje AIG<
‘bl Bliatedlte Slale Lslphdlh b5 M@?w_ﬁm@%@bgq@&rw I9Up  helidlile BBGLD  55EE (85 Bllpll) Qalea) RS gl Slidsls Ze-qllge 5200 3Ol dhb
%@bqnﬁwﬁﬁ@.ww%@v@ &Egéﬁpﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ Elieb Az Eledln Bled 6 il i) B Lodb GG ZBlUIbGL tlbab belle & leitlZ Wiboll H@lualblle Riflel -
_m AL

TR |

Qlde Q<< “Lolole] Bausid|izle BUIbGe

' A‘ :‘r.l‘:i 7 i(‘A
[N 4‘\

AN O s



Mamsts deal
dbuble blow

Statesman News Service \ﬁ\}v

PURULIA/BANKURA. Feb. 13,
-— Armed Maoists played up in
two West Bengal districts today.,
taking away five rifles. three mus-
kets and light cartridges from a
police camp at Kantadih in
Purulia about 6.45 pm after a six-
nember gang of them had ended
2 10-minute daylight raid on the
Allahabad  Bank  branch at

Sarenga, Bankura. getting richer

by Rs 90.000.

The Kantadih raid scarcely last-
ed a longer while. the rebels help-
ing themselves to the arms and
ammunition without the police-
men on duty being able to resist
them. The camp is about 15 km
from the heart of the town, where
the superintendent of police. Mr
R Shivkumar., rushed after the
event.

Police, helped by the CRPF, are
combing the arca. Mr Banibrata
Basu, IG (western range). and Mr
Gangeshwar Singh, DIG
(Midnapore range). were on their
way to the camp when the last
reports came in. The raid over.
the Maoists  sped  towards
Jharkhand. There  were  no
reports of any policeman being
injured.

The Bankura incident marked
Maoists’ first attack on a financial
institution, which took place
about 1.15 pm. The money taken.
the rebels simply ran into a near-
by jungle. prompting police 10
search it. There woere only three
clients on the bank premises
when the Maoists struck. They
bound two constables on security
duty hand and foot and tied them
to the grille the bank’s door was
fronted with and. brandishing
fire-arms. started Jooting the
place.

According to Mr Rajesh Kumar
Singh, SP. Bankura. the petritied
bank manager gave away all the
cash deposited till then. While
leaving, the cxtremists left
Bengali leaflets touting Maoism
and took care to snap the bank’s
telephone lines. The bicycles they
had ridden to the bank were later
found in the Lalgarh jungle where
they disappeared. Police interro-
gated the bank’s employees. who
said the Maoists had shouted slo-
gans typical of them. And, while
escaping, they made no mistake
about taking away the rifles of the
policemen they had left immo-
bilised .

Police suspect that the Lalgarh
squad of Mauaoists. hiding in
Jharkhand after the widely chron-
icled Majhgeria bloodbath, were
at it again.

Prachanda
Asserting that Maoists in Nepal
had no “working relationship”
with Naxalites in India, rebel
leader Prachanda today said they
only share an ideological relation-
ship.

“Since they arc Communists
and we are Communists (too), we
have an ideological relationship...
we meet from time to time and
have discussions.” he told BBC.
adds PT1 from Kathmandu.
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DANTEWADA FLASHPOINT 1 Mmmg PSU’s explosives ﬁepet looted

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
RAIPUR, FEBRUARY 10

Naxals kill 8 CISF

IGHT CISF

jawans were

killed and nine

injured in a Naxal
attack at an explosives depot
of the National Mineral De-
velopment Corporation in
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada
district early today.

The ultras escaped with a
huge quantity of explosive
materials and weapons from
the depot at Hiroli near Ki-
randul, about 550 kms from
here, state Director General

of Police Om Prakash -

Rathor said.

. Dantewada police sources
said about 400 armed Nax-
alites made off with a huge
qdkntity of ammonium ni-
trate, a high grade explosive,
stocked in the depot for use
in mining operations. The

f——

insurgents also took away
two wireless sets, 14 self-
loaded rifles (SLRs), one 9
mm pistol and other ammu-
nition, Rathor added.

After triggering several

blasts, the Maoists, who out-
numbered the security men,
opened indiscriminate ﬁi‘e on

the CISF jawans g the -
depot, killing eight and njur-

ing nine security men. Before

NDIAN EXpREsg

‘the strike, the Maoists had

cut off the depot’s communi-
cation network by targeting
the power supply line, ham-
pering rescue work later on,
the sources said.

The local police reached
the spot a couple of hours af-
ter the attack. The exact
amount of the explosive ma-
terials looted from the depot
will be known after investi-
gation, they said.

On Monday, Naxalites
killed nine jawans in Kot-
tacheru area of the same
district and injured.an equal
number of security person-
nel from the Naga Rattalion,
engaged in anti-Naxal opera-
tions in the area. In another
incident on the same day,
Maoists raided Arra police
station in_Jashpur district
and killed two policemeit, ig-
jured eight others and stole
their weapons.
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o 12 cops die in

Naxal

—~————

1%

strike in C’garh, J’khan

By Law Kumar Mishra/TNN

Raipur: Maoist guerrillas raided a police
station and exploded a landmine leaving at
least 12 policemen dead and 21 injured in
two separate attacks early Monday in the
Naxalite-wracked belt that weaves its
bloody path through Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand.

Arrah police outpost, 500 km
from here in north Chhattisgarh,
was the target of the first attack.
Around 2 am, an armed group of
about 100 Maoists raided the
post, gunning down three police-
men and injuring 12 others. The
injured were admitted to district
hospital at Jashpur, from where
they were to be airlifted to
Raipur for better treatment.

Police said violence continued
til 4 am on Monday Armed
Maoists burnt the police station, located
near the Jharkhand border, and looted 22
arms, including AK 47, SLRs and .303 rifles.
All the policemen were sleeping at the time
of the attack. Before leaving, the extremists
detonated a wireless tower at the police sta-
tion, snapping all communication links.

On the Andhra Pradesh border, the
Maoists caused landmine blast at Bhejji on
Indrepal-Sukma road in Dantewara dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh, 500 km from here.
Nine jawans of the Nagaland Armed Bat-
talion, currertly deployed in counter-in-

surgency operations, were killed. Nine oth-
ers who were in the vehicle were wounded.
The blast took place around 10 am, when
the Nagaland policemen were returning af-
ter an operation, police said.

This was the second major attack on the
security agencies in Dantewara since Oc-
tober last year when Maoists had killed 25
CRPF jawans in a landmine blast in Gan-

galur. :

Ranvijay Singh Judeo, descen-
dant of the erstwhile royal fam-
ily of Jashpur and chairman of
the Chhattisgarh State Youth
and Sports Commission, told
TOI that he had forewarned the
government about the attack in
Jashpur.

Police tooadmitted about in-
telligence inputs of possible
Maoists attack in Jashpur.

Home minister Ram Vichar
Netam said there were unconfirmed re-
ports of some Maoists being killed in Jash-
pur district, as the police team that
reached the spot found some blood-stains
outside the post. However, these reports
were not confirmed. The state police has
sought help of Gumla and Simdega police
stations in Jharkhand to locate the “in-
jured Maoists.” Netam said the police
would continue its campaign against the
Maoists, both in Bastar and Surguja areas
and more policemen would be deployed in
the police stations.
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“Centre to set up anti-Naxal wing

NEW DELHI, Jan. 13. — The
Cetitre today announced the setting
up of a separate wing to regularly
~monitor thé Naxalite activities and
further strengthen state police organ-
isations to curb Naxalism.

The decision was taken during the
19th coordination committeée meeting
of all Naxal-affected states’ chief secre-
taries chaired by the home secretary.

The home ministry has also decided
to coordinate with the rural develop-
ment, tribal welfare and panchayati raj

ministries to carry on social and eco-.

nomic development in these areas.
State governments would be ptovided
with extra forces and intelligence to
tackle the Naxal menace, the home
secretary, Mr VK Duggal, said.

The main job of the Naxal wing

oult{ be to coérx}nate with state po-

lice forces to carry out joint operations
and finalise a complete action plan to
intensify police action against Nax-
alites and boost up their infrastructure.
The state governments have also
agreed to establish and upgrade their
dedicated intelligence wings to gather
and share intelligence on Naxalism.
They would also draw up a time-bound
plan for strengthenmg vuinerable
police stations in Naxal-affected areas
with additional manpower, modern
weaponry, communication equipment
and well protected buildings. It has
also been decided to enhance sharing
of ‘intelligence inputs among them-
selves, and ensure strict enforcement
of existing laws and- indtructions for
control and regulation of manufactyre,
mdvement, * storage, detection and
tracing of explosives and detonators.
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JHARKHAND OPERATION LASTS FOR 72 HOURS

Maoist training
~camp busted:

W
RANCHI, Jan. 3. — The Jharkhand
police have busted one of the biggest
training camps of the Maoists in the

Saranda forest area after a major opera-

tion, which lasted for 72 hours.

A joint combat force constituted of the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
the Jharkhand Armed Police (JAP), state
police officers from eight police stations
and special force personnel from Ranchi
and neighbouring Chaibasa, raided a
remote corner of the forest area late on
31 December night, after receiving spe-
cific information that the Maoists were
running a major training facility in the
forests, close to the Kayangdera village of
Sonuwa police station area of West
Singhbhum district; and to the Rania
police station borders of Ranchi district.

According to senior state police officers,
the trajning camp had been located there
for a few months but remained undetected
even during aerial surveys of the forest
area, as it was extremely well camouflaged
behind the thick growth of forest and sur-
rounded by hills. The police team crossed
eight hills on the way to the camp.

“There was a brief exchange of gunfire
as the forces led by Mr Navin Kumar
Singh, superintendent of police, Chaibasa
and Mr Madhusudan Bari, DSP, Khunti
area, arrived near the training camp.
Once the extremists found that they
would be overpowered, they managed to
escape under the cover of darkness
through the jungles, leaving behind most
of their belongings,” said a senior state
police officer.

The officer said that documents seized
from the training camp suggest that
Maoist extremists were planning a ' major
attack either on the Khuntxsub-Jall or on
the Simdega jail on the lines of “opera-

tion jailbreak,” which they had executed -

in Jehanabad. The documents also indi-
cate that the Maoists were planning to
attack selective targets in Chaibasa, for

*o* Cash-strapped cops

RANCHI, Jan. 3. — Central assistance to the
five-year-old Jharkhand state has started to
dry up considerably, foliowing allegations of
misdirection of funds earmarked for the
modernisation of the state’s police force.
Senior officers at the state police headquar-
ters feel that pressure from outside quarters
has caused the drying up of Central funds that
the state needs desperately to combat the
ever-increasing menace of Maoist attacks.
According to state police records, during the
first fiscai of 2000-01, the state government had
claimed Rs 36 crores from the Centre to set up
a credible and well equipped police force.
“Those were the days when anti-state activities
of the PWG and MCC were at an all-time high
and the Central government was generous
enough to sanction even more than what was
demanded”, a senior officer said. — SNS

which the ultras wanted to continue the
training camp, capable of housing and
hosting more than 200 people, till 15
January. Huge quantities of food, blan-
kets, folding chairs and tables, tents, gen-
erator sets and other articles of daily use
have been seized from the busted camp.

“From the nature of the stocks in the
camp, we feel that there were at least 150
cadres undergoing training in the .camp,
including women. The presence of
cashewnuts and other such food items
also indicate that some very senior lead-
ers having access to such delicacies, were
also present in the facility. We have
seized lists of the sympathisers of the ex-
tremists from the camp and steps would
soon be taken,” added the officer.

The entire area surrounding the camp
was booby-trapped with landmines.
Watch towers had been erected on tree
tops at regular intervals to keep a close
watch on any movement close to the
training camp, informed Mr Navin
Kumar Singh, SP, Chaibasa. Mr Singh
also said that extremists had planned an
attack on seven neighbouring police sta-
tions to loot arms and ammunition.
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ith Maoists from Nepal to
‘Ki Tamil Nadu subverting the

government  machinery
and gaining control in a wide
corridor across 13 states through
a campaign of terror, their acti-
vities have become a serious
threat to national security. This
is all the more so because Maoist
groups have joined to form a
People’s Guerrilla Army to
launch a violent revolution. It is
to be converted into a People’s
Liberation Army to overthrow
existing governments.

The Maoists propose to ex-
pose, isolate and defeat all forms
of social repression, patticularly
untouchability, feudalism and
casteism and Hindu fascist for-
ces, whilst exposing other funda-
mentalist forces. They propose
to direct their struggle against
the central and state govern-
ments, including the CPI and
CPI-M and their allies.

Sinister designs

The Maoists plan to resist ex-
pansionist designs of all imperia-
lists, including India, the USA,
all over the world. The Maoist
designs become all the more sin-
ister as they are being aided and
abetted by Pakistan, Bangladesh
and in all probability China, as
part of the next phase of the
proxy war campaign against In-
dia. They have developed links
with terrorist and insurgent
groups operating in India.

We have only ourselves to
blame. It is clear that the Maoist
rank and file are aggrieved over
their exploitation by the rich and
upper castes. We have Adivasis
from the hills who perceive that
the plains people have indulged
in land grabbing for profit. They
perceive Marwaris, traders,
landlords, police and forest
officials to be anti-poor and
complain that politicians have
made promises to obtain votes
but have done little for them.

Lower castes from UP, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Chattisgarh, West Bengal,
Orissa and Andhra have lost

The author is a retired Lieutenant-
General, PVSM, AVSM. VSM, of the
Indian Army

By JR MUKHERJEE
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their lands to the moneyed clas-
ses, are ill-treated and are social-
ly and financially deprived. Dis-
crimination against lower castes
is especially common in the rural
areas. Religious minorities are
not getting a fair deal. Poor up-
per caste peasants are exploited
by the rich upper castes. A caste
war prevails between the lower

and impoverished classes and
the upper caste Bhumihars and
Kshatriyas. These people are
deprived of health care, electri-
city, water education, roads or
other facilities.

There is rampant corruption;
money allocated for develop-
ment never reaches the interior
areas. Rich and the upper castes
continue to dominate politics
and hold senior positions in the
administration, police and
business and control a dispro-
portionate share of natural
resources.

Caste systems

The growth of the Maoist
movement can be seen as a fail-
ure of the political leadership
and the bureaucracy. This situa-
tion has been many years in the
making. Inadequate rural deve-
lopment, over-population, cor-
ruption, absence of governance
and strict adherence to the caste
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system have all contributed to
socio-economic  inequalities.
With independence in 1947
there was great hope. Since it
failed to deliver, there is deep
anger. The Maoxsts contend that
our present form of democracy
has failed to improve the living
conditions of people in villages
and the poor

The Maoists demand redistri-
bution and allotment of land to
landless peasants, particularly to
those whose land has been grab-
bed in the garb of repayment of
loans by money-lenders and
landlords. It is reported that sin-
ce independence only about 1.6
per cent of agricultural land has
been redistributed owing to vest-
ed interests compared to over 30
to 40 per cent in other Asian
countries, including China.

It is an established fact that
our handicraft, cottage and ru-
ral-based industries are in a cri-
sis with many units forced to
close down owing to competi-
tion. Many Dalits and other
lower classes are no longer in a
position to engage themselves in
trade. Consequently unemploy-
ment is increasing.

The demand, therefore, is for
a self-reliant industry which will
generate jobs. Today reportedly
more than 40 per cent of the

MA()IST DESIGNS

“""Remedial Action Must Be Taken Immedlatgly ‘7‘

people llVC below the poverty
line in many areas. The demand
is also for equal rights to women
— interestingly the number of
women cadres among Maoists is
as high as 25-30 per cent. They
want justice and democratic
rights for religious and ethnic
minorities, autonomy for tribals,
creation of Telengana and Gor-
khaland, development in back-
ward areas, including coastal
Andhra, prohibition, adequate
provisions for health care and
education for the poor and era-
dication of corruption.

Early dialogue

It is imperative that remédxal
action be taken immediately.
There should be early dialogue
with Maoists simultaneously in
all the affected states in a co-
ordinated manner. This must be
done even though the Maoists
will try to use the period of dial-
ogue and ceasefire to consoli-
date. In a nutshell, peaceful re-
solution must be given a chance.
Land reforms must be initiated
and it must be ensured that
those who have been deprived
get a fair deal. Our handicrafts
and cottage industries sector
needs to be protected, moder-
nised and made competitive with
government assistance.

There is the need to amend
the Constitution to make our
democracy more responsive. We
need to ensure that the voice of
minorities and the deprived sec-
tions are heard. It is imperative
that a concerted drive be laun-
ched against corruption. Women
must be given equality. We are
not even able to pass the wo-
men’s Bill in Parliament. We
need to get our internal security
act together and ensure that the
Maoists in West Bengal, Bihar,
UP bordering Nepal do not sup-
port the Nepalese Maoists.

As a last resort, should dialog-
ue fail to make Maoists see rea-
son, there would be little option
but to use military force. This
would have to be done in a co-
ordinated manner across affec-
ted areas simultaneously much
in the fashion of the opera-
tions of the 1970s against the
Naxalites.



BLOODY END TO 2005

Maoists - o
kill CPM. <
man,

BANDWAN (Purulia), Dec.
31. — Maoist terror
claimed its most high-pro-
file victim yet when former
Purulia zilla sabhadhipati
and top district CPI-M
leader, Rabindra Nath Kar,
57, and wife Anan-
damoyee, 49, were shot
dead in Bandwan today.
Two security guards were
injured in the atfack.

Around 3 a.m.,, some 50
armed Maoists attacked the
CPI-M leader’s house at
Bhomragarh village in
Purulia’s Bandwan block
and shot the couple. The
attackers then hurled
petrol bombs at the house
and triggered a blast. Soon,
the house was on fire and
the leader and his wife
were burnt.

Though only 11 km from
Purulia town, a dense for-
est fringes Bhomraghar, off
Purulia’s border with
Jharkhand. Mr Mukul
Kanti Sarkar, Purulia’s
magistrate, said the rebels
had first raided the Kar
house and carried out a
search before firing the
first shots.

Kar, who lived nder a
tight security cover, had
armed guards stationed
near his room. He had
warned them that Maoists
could strike any day. In
protest against today’s
killing of its former zilla
sabhadhipati, the
Bandwan zonal committee
of the Purulia district CPI-
M called a 24-hour bandh
from 6 am. today.

wife

assassinated

IMPHAL, Dec. 31. — The
Manipur Inspector-Generai
of Police (Intelligence), Mr
Tunglut Thangthuam, and
a havildar were killed and
two other policemen
injured in an ambush by
insurgents in Bishenpur
district today, official
sources said. Armed insur-
gents in a truck overtook
the vehicle of the IGP in
the Oinam area, 25 km*
from here, and fired indis-
criminately, killing Mr
Thangthuam and havildar
Khamkhan Jam on the
spot. The condition of the
two injured policemen was
stated to be critical. The
People’s Liberation Army
claimed responsibility. SN$

Members of the CPI-M’s
district committee are now
camping ‘at Bhomragarh.
Mr Upen Kisku, state
backward classes welfare
minister, also rushed
there.

Soon after the killings, a
large police contingent,
including State Armed
Police personnel, started
combing the dense forests.

The posse was led by Mr
Tapas Ranjan Ghosh, addi-~
tional superintendent of
police, Purulia. No arrests
have been made yet. Police
believe the Maoists came
from Jharkhand and
sneaked back into the
neighbouring state after
murdering the couple.

More reports &
photograph on page 4



