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Price rise, agrarian crisis, unemployment among problems mentioned

Special Correspondent

NEW DELNI: The Left Parties said it
was necessary for the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment to politically determine
the course of action to be pur-
sued in the coming days after
observing that even after two
years of the UPA at the Centre,
the material condition of people
was yet to change for the better.
Taking a close look at the Gov-
ernment’s different policy issues
through a nine-page note, the
Left parties highlighted 12 areas
of concern. Based on the Nation-
al Common Minimum Pro-
gramme (NCMP), they marked
15 steps the Government should
take immediately to further aug-
ment its ongoing efforts.

“After the passage of two
years of the UPA Government,
the people are yet to realise that
their material conditions are
changing for the better. Price
rise, agrarian crisis, unemploy-
ment, lack of access to educa-
tion, health and basic services
are problems, which need urgent
attention. Welfare measures for
the oppressed sections and firm
measures for gender equality,
ending caste discrimination and
protection of the rights of mi-
norities have to be pursued. All
this has to be accomplished
within the framework of devel-
opment and economic growth
which promises equity and is
people-oriented,” the note said.

The Left parties expressed
concern that the Coordination
Committee has been a mere fo-
rum for discussing issues that
did not produce any concrete re-

e Left parties highlighted
12 areas of concern

s Gender equality, ending
caste discrimination,
protection of minorities’
rights required, says
note

« Coordination Committee
not producing any
concrete results

sults. They said so far 19 notes on
various policy matters were giv-
en but there were only few in-
stances where  discussions
produced results. They Left par-
ties plan to discuss the points
raised in the current note af a
later date after the UPA gives a
considered response.

The areas which need fo-
cussed attention were Central
intervention to check attacks on
minorities, with Gujarat coming
in for special mention, the adop-
tion of the Communal Violence
Bill, stepping up public invest-
ment in agriculture, implement-
ing recommendations of the
National Commission for Farm-
ers; strengthening public distri-
bution system and moving
towards universal food security
and checking the hoarding of
foodgrains and essential com-
modities, Further measures that
were needed included monitor-
ing the implementation of the
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act in 200 districts so that the
whole country was covered
within the next three years, in-
troducing the Women’s Reser-
vation Bill without delay;

J

adopting the Scheduled Tribes
(Recognition of Forest Rights)
Bill, 2005 in the next session; a
comprehensive legislation for
agricultural workers and adopt
another providing social securi-
ty for workers in the unorga-
nised sector. Discussions with
trade unions on all proposals
and measures concerning labour
before taking up any legislation
and not reducing interest rate on
employees provident fund; uni-
versalising Integrated Child De-
velopment Scheme and
legislation to empower States to
regulate admission and fees in
private professional educational
institutions also needed urgent
attention, the note said.

The other suggestions includ-
ed implementation of minor ir-
rigation works in scheduled
castes,tribes areas; steps to in-
crease the proportion of SC/ST
employed in the private sector
and the expansion of education
and employment opportunities
for Muslims; not allowing for-
eign companies in retail trade;
not privatising or weakening
profit-making public sector
units and giving Airports Au-
thority of India the task of mod-
ernisation of existing airports;
and reorienting foreign policy
towards a clear-cut independent
foreign policy. It expresses con-
cern that the foreign policy faces
“serious distortion because of
the obsessive drive to harmonise
position on regional and global
issues with the U.S. strategies.
This runs counter to the com-
mitments made in the CMP to
promote multi-polarity in inter-
national relations.” o



Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Thursday emphasised the need
to increase political interven-
tion in attending to problems in
Jammu and Kashmir and of-
fered views on how to carry for-
ward the process initiated by the
United Progressive asAlliance
Government.

The Left leaders suggested
measures the Government could
adopt to move ahead on the dia-
logue process both with separa-
tists those in the mainstream.
Jammu and Kashmir is a nation-
al issue and there should be
complete undersltanding be-
tween the UPA and the Left on
the issue.

Taking part in the coordina-
tion comumittee meeting on
Thursday evening, the Left lead-
ers also discussed the communal
situation in the country and the
situation in the North-east, und
expresseci concern over the rise
in prices of essential commod-
ities and food items. The recent
price hike in petrol and diesel
I did not figure in the discussions.

Much of the discussion cen-
tred around Jammu and Kash-
{ mir with Prime Minister
| Manmobhan Singh briefing the
i leaders on the outcome of the
| first and second round table con-
| ference and the progress of the
| dialogue process. Home Minis-
] ter Shivraj Patil told the leaders
|
!
|
|
|

about the current situation, the
drop in levels of infiltration. new
¢ methods of attacks, the strategy
of targeting the minority com-
| munity and security related
'i 1ssues.
| “There is the need to carry on
| dialogue with the separatist or-
ganisations and also hold talks
| with parties that are represent-
ed in the Assemblies and in the

Left: check

P

price rise

Keep communal forces at bay

political mainstream,” a senior
Leftleader said. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) has a
position on the question of max-
imum autonomy within the
framework of the Constitution.

On the communal situation,
the Left leaders felt that the UPA
as a political entity was not seen
attacking the problem. They said
that besides Gujarat, the minor-
ities were under attack in other
States where the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party was in power.

The Congress and the allies in
the UPA should be in the fore-
front of countering communal
forces.

Price rise

The spiralling rise in the pric-
es of essential commodities, es-
pecially pulses, came in for
elaborate discussion with the
Left Parties emphasising that
the Government should take
steps to control the trend.

Dr. Singh told the Left leaders
that the free market had bene-
fited the farmers too and sought
suggestions to act in such a mar-
ket regime. He also defended the
move to import wheat. The Left
leaders wanted the Government
to act against hoarding, which
they say had gone up after the
introduction of forward trading.

Besides the Prime Minister,
Union Ministers Shivraj Patil,
Prithviraj Chavan, UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, and her
political secretary Ahmed Patel
were present. The Left leaders
present were Prakash Karat and
Sitaram Yechury (CPI-M), A.B.
Bardhan (CPI), Debabrata Bis-
was (AIFB) and Abani Roy
(RSP).

Another report on Page 12
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Safe but under ™
pressure \:
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persistent feature of the just-concluded rouny of

Assembly elections was speculation about the like-

ly impact of their outcomes on the Congress-led

Central Government. How would they affect exist-
ing equations — on one side, between the Left and the
Congress, and on the other, between the Congress and its
partners in the United Progressive Alliance? Common wis-
dom —backed by strong evidence from the ground and polls
— suggested a Left sweep in West Bengal and Kerala, with
major policy implications. In Tamil Nadu, where the contest
appeared closer, conjecture had it that a defeat for the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam-led Democratic Progressive
Alliance would throw the UPA out of kilter. By the same
token, it was speculated that a DMK victory would strength-
en the UPA partners — at the cost of the Congress. Either
way, the Congress was believed to be at a disadvantage. In
West Bengal, the Left Front’s spectacular seventh succes-
sive win decimated the Congress as well as the Trinamool
Congress-Bharatiya Janata Party combine. In Kerala, the
Left Democratic Front’s best ever victory saw the alliance
break fresh ground in regions previously dominated by the
United Democratic Front. To what extent will these results
alter the balance of power in Delhi?

It is clear that the leading outcome of this round of
Assembly elections is the emergence of a stronger and more
assertive Left. In a restrained but categorical first reaction,
Prakash Karat, general secretary of the Communist Party of
India(Marxist), has looked forward to “increased interven-
tion by the Left.” It is in the interest of the UPA minority
government to heed this message. In recent months, the
Left-Congress relationship has been marked by publicly
expressed misgivings — chiefly over areas of concern to the
Left, which has complained that the policy thrust of the UPA
Government was not in consonance with the National Com-
mon Minimum Programme. There is no near-term danger
to the UPA regime. The BJP knows better than most parties
in the system that the Left, unless deliberately provoked,
will not upset the Congress-propelled applecart. Mr. Karat
has also expressed himself against any hasty, politically
expedient coalition. The Third Front idea has got a further
jolt from Tamil Nadu, where the DMK has formed a minor-
ity government with outside support from the Congress and
other coalition partners. The third alternative, proposed by
the Samajwadi Party and the Telugu Desam Party, hinged on
crucial support from parties such as the DMK and the Asom
Gana Parishad. The DMK is locked in a long-term relation-
ship with the Congress while the AGP will need first to
analyse its own debacle in Assam. If the Congress faces a
threat, it is more from itself, judging by the internal demand
for a change of guard at the helm of the government and
growing protests over the elitist direction of UPA govern-

ment policy.
P
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Dilemma of the communists

The communists are not only ‘uncomfortable’ with the Congress but are also destined to remain ‘outsiders’ with
the practitioners of caste-based politics in the proposed third alternative, says C P Bhambhri

NDIAN communist parties have

set the ball rolling for the forma-

tion of a non-Congress and non-

BJP bloc of parties and groups with
a view to form a coalition government
atthe Centre. Mr Prakash Karat met Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav of the Samajva-
di Party at Lucknow on June 17 and ob-
served that “the option of the Third
Front is still open. Discussions are con-
tinuing with like-minded political par-
ties over the formation of the Front to
launch struggles against anti-people
policies of the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment.”

It is not the first time in post-Inde-
pendence India that the communists
have made efforts to form anti-Con-
gress political alliances. But the imme-
diate provocation for such a statement
by the Left leaders is the result of their
great disillusionment with the ‘anti-
people’ economic policies pursued by
the UPA coalition government at the
Centre. The communist bloc of more
than 60 Lok Sabha MPs is extending
support to the UPA government from
outside and communists and the Con-
gress have established a coordination
committee to sort out their policy dif-
ferences.

A meeting of the UPA-Left coordina-
tion committee was held on June 15,
and the communists submitted a de-
tailed note to the PM and Ms Sonia
Gandhi in which they mentioned their
points of serious difference with the
government. The communists are not
satisfied with the policy responses of
the UPA government and it led CPIgen-
eral secretary A B Bardhan on June 18
to state that a “strong third front sans
Congress and BJP at the Centre was
necessary since the country was passing
through a critical phase”.

Messrs Bardhan and Karat, while
concretising the strategies of their par-
ties, have clearly stated that “the Third
Front could be only possible through
strengthening of Left democratic forces
and people’s movement”. The upshot is
that the Left will launch “joint people’s

S
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movement” against the ‘anti-people
policies’ of the Centre and a Third Front
willbe born from the “agitations asare-
sult of joint struggles on a common
platform of non-Congress and non-BJP
parties”.

The communist parties have tried
such a strategy when it supported the V
P Singh government in 1989-90 with a
view to keep the Congress out of power
and this strategy was repeated in 1996-
1997 when the Left supported anti-BJP
and anti-Congress goverriment of Mr H
D Deve Gowda and Mr I X Gujral. These
strategies of the communists could not
bear fruit and Messrs V P Singh, Chan-
dra Shekhar, HD Deve Gowda and TK
Guijral ended up as stop-gap PMs. So
what explains the revival of the third
front politics by the Left :n 2006?

The immediate provocation has
come from the economic and foreign
policies pursued by the UPA govern-
ment. The recent decision of the gov-
ernment to hike petroleum prices has
accelerated the process of distancing
the UPA government from the commu-
nists, who have started looking for al-

BONNY THOMAS

lies for the formation of an alternative
front. The quest for the creation of a
third alternative by the Left in 2006 is
based on their response to the fast
changing political map of India.

The communists have emerged,
along with the Congress and the BJP, as
an all-India political force and it is for
the first time in the history of Indepen-
dent India that a central government
led by the Congress has been surviving
on the basis of support by the commu-
nists. Not only this. In the state assem-
bly elections held in April-May 2006
the communists have won not only in
Kerala and West Bengal, they have also
achieved some electoral victories int As-
sam and Tamil Nadu.

The communists not only organised
a joint rally with the TDP in Andhra
Pradesh on June 14 to ‘protest against
the price hike’, it has also entered into
alliance with the TDP on district level
elections in Andhra Pradesh. The com-
munists are following and practising
the politics of forming electoral al-
liances and the launching of ‘joint agi-
tations’ by aligning with regional and

sub-regional parties and this strategy of
alliances have paid some political divi-
dends to the communists. The commu-
nists are focusing their attention on UP
where state assembly elections for 403
seats will be held in 2007 and their can-
didate for ‘alliance politics’ in UP is Mu-
layam Singh Yadav of the SP.

This description of politics of “al-
liances’ formed by the communists in
the various states of India with a view to
extend their area of political influence
should not lead to the conclusion that
the communists will have a smooth
journey in dealing with regional politi-
cal formations in the different states ol
India. The communists are not only op-
posed to the religion-based politics of
the forces of Hindutva, they are also un-
comfortable with the practitioners of
‘the ideology of casteism’ in politics.
The so-called regional formations, the
prospective allies of the third front, arc
the worst practitioners of caste versus
caste politics and many of them are sup-
ported by caste formations which are
oppressors of the Dalits.

UP politics completely revolves
around backward looking ideologics of
religion-based or caste-based forma-
tions. How can the Left evolve any
common social agenda with the practi-
tioners of pure casteist politics? Take,
for instance, the question of caste-based
reservations in institutions of higher
learning. The caste-based political lead-
ers have rejected even the very idea of
keeping ‘the creamy layer of OBCs’ out
of the quota for admissions. Not only
this. The practitioners of caste-based
politics and caste-based reservations are
not at all ready to consider any ‘eco-
nomic criteria’ for reservations.

The communists are not only ‘un-
comfortable” with the Congress but are
also destined to remain ‘outsiders’ with
the practitioners of caste-based politics
in the proposed third alternative be-
cause caste-based consciousness is in-
volved in an antagonistic contradiction
with the communist ideology of secular
class-based consciousness.
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BIMAN DOESN'T LIKE PARTY POLLING ONLY 50% VQTES

Left vows to do ,mbre

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, June 21: The
state  government  is
encouraging new indus-
tries to create jobs and
mobilise local resources,
Left Front chairman and
CPI-M state secretary Mr
Biman Bose said today at a
programme to celebrated
the 30th anniversary of the
of Left Front government,
“Do you think all these
invesiors are coming to
West Bengal to serve the
poor and the downtrod-

P

den? No. They are commg
to make money. Because
they know that Rs 18,000
crore worth of industrial
products are sold across
the state every year. There
is a market. But most of the
products sold here are
manufactured
states. Local production
will cut down transporta-
tion cost. We have to evalu-
ate the situation and
ensure more manufactur-
ing units so that jobs are
created. The small car fac-
tory will be one such pro-

in other

ject,” said Mr Bose
although he avoided con-
troversial issues such as
acquisition of agricultural
land for new industries.
Mr Bose was concerned
by the voting pattern in
Bengal even after 30 years
of Left rule. “After all these
years we have secured only
50 per cent votes cast in
Assembly election. This
means we have not been
able to reach out to a large
section of the society
which includes the poor.
We have to secure the con-

ﬁdence of these p& le. It -
Front .

is the duty of Le

workers and sympathis-

ers,” said Mr Bose.
Pointing out to district-
wise breakup of votes

secured by the Left in the |

Assembly election, he said:
“We got more than 50 per

cent votes in just 13 dis- -
tricts. We have to campaign
among those who are not

with us.”
Programmes

were -

organised by Left partners |

all over the state today to
celebrate the occasion.



ABOUT 800 ACRES TO BE ACQUIRED NEAR RAJARHAT

.. LF clears ma]ong 3
‘land acquisitions, -

Tamal Sengupta.

KOLKATA

WEST Bengal chief minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
on Wednesday got the con-
sent of his Cabinet in acquir-
ing vast tracts of land to pave
the way for industrialisation
inthe state.

The Cabinet under Mr
Bhattacharjee’s leadership

“ met for the first time on

Wednesday at Writers’ Build-
ings, after the seventh Left
Front government was
sworn in on May 18, to dlear

« proposals that came directly

L e ————

from the chief minister re-

garding-land-acquisition for -

€

ndesokd parpdses. .

The Cabinet cleared seven--

cases in which several thou-
sands of acres of land will be

_ acquired. About 800 acres will
" be acquired near Rajarhat in

North 24 Parganas district for
developing a knowledge city
anda health Gy

It is learny that Indonesia-
based Saling group will set up
the knowledge city and sdi-
ence citynear Rajarhat.

Abopt 450 acres will be ac-
quired at Uluberia in Howrah
for s¢tting up a food park.

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

At Haldia in East Midna-
pore, about 25,000 acres will
be acquired for developing a
chemical hub.

For the Salim group, th\e

Left Front government will
acquire another 500 acres for
construction of a road con-
necting Barasat in North 24
Parganas and Kukrahati in

East Midnapore. i

Abridge will be constructed
between South 24 Parganas
and East Midnapore for im-
proving road connectivity be-
tween the districts.

The government will also
acquire about 1,000 acres
near Kharagpur in West Mid-
napore to enable Telcon to
construct its pay loader manu-
facturing unit.

About 300 acres will also be
acquired in Kulpi in South
24 Parganas for construction
daminiport. " e

- Another 200 acres of kand

‘will also be acquired at

Sagardighi in Murshidabad
for construction of a power
project by the West Bengal
State Electricity Board.

The government will
pa}{:adequate compensation
to those who will lose their
laryd. Already, the govern-
me¢nt has drafted a compensa-
tign package for the land los-
ers to be followed by it in
cgse of acquiring Jand for in-
dpistrial purposes.
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Foodgralns prlce hike will .» A
add to inflation: CPI (M) ol

Do not cut allocations to beneficiaries, Central Government warned

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH): The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) on Sunday
warned the Umon Government
q,%gm t g, 06 isspe price
“foodgraths under the
Targeted Public Distribution
System (TPDS) and cutting allo-
cations to beneficiaries. It said
the move would impact crores of
l people and add to inflationary
f trends.
| The ally of the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) urged
the Government to “reject” the
’ recommendations submitted by
| the Ministry of Food and Con-
| sumer Affairs on ‘prudent food
management’ to the Cabinet
Committee. on Economic Af-
' faive: The recommendations are

® Reject Food Ministry's recommendations on prudent

food management

e Such anti-poor proposals to have a disastrous impact

« Consult States on replacing wheat with-rice, coarse

grains in PDS

a “serious assault on the public
distribution system, food securi-
ty and self-sufficiency, and a
clear violation of the assurances
made in the Common Minimum
Programme,” the party claimed.

The Ministry’s proposal rec-
ommends a hike in prices of
foodgrains for beneficiaries liv-
ing both abcve and below the
poverty line, cutting down the
food grains component in all em-

ployment generation schemes
and wiping out wheat deficit by
removing the food component in
wages of certain Central Gov-
ernment employees.

Cautioning the Government
against taking such measures,
the party said it had opposed this
proposal when it was first moot-
ed in January.

“Since then, the prices of es-
sential commodities, including

THF Hing g

So

wheat, have skyrocKeted. At a
time when every meadure must
be taken to protect the working
people, a large majority of whom
are in the unorganised sector,
such anti-poor recommenda-
tions will have a disastrous im-
pact on the livelihood of crores
of people.”

“Moreover, cuts in the food-
grains component of the Sam-
poorna Gramin Rozgar Yojna
and refusal to include food
grains in the Rural Employment
Guarantee scheme will lower the
real wages of those working in
such projects,” the party added.

The party said State govern-
ments may be consulted on re-
placing some quantity of wheat
with rice or coarse grains in the
PDS.
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we have to change, we have to reform’

Poster boy of reform and the Indian Left, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee talks about his visions and plans for his

WThree years ago when he ap-
peared on the show for the first
time, my guest used a line: Let’s
learn truth from facts. That has
been one of the most quoted and
discussed lines in our political dis-
course. Of course, it was logic
learnt from the Chinese and I’ll
askmy guest today if that logic was
confusion or was it permanent.

I'ma Communist and I'm proud
of it. We have to learn truth from
the facts. We have to change, we
have to reform. And on the basis of
the experience of what’s taking
place all over the world, including
China and Vietnam, there has
been a sea change. I went to Viet-
nam after 16 years. Isawtheywere
introducing new policies, inviting
FDI, the most in Southeast Asia .
And big companies from Japan,
Korea, Taiwan, and America are
going there for investment.

B The reason whyIam askingyou
this is because Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee is the Prime Ministers
new poster boy—of course your
colleagues give you sleepless nights
overit.

I really have no serious differ-
ences with my colleagues. Differ-
ences arise, and they are debated
in the committee. That’s natural in
a living party. I just try reaching a
consensus. For example, our ear-
lier position on FDI was very dif-
ferent. Now we accept FDI but
conditionally. Iinvited WalMart to
come to West Bengal, but when I
met their business plan manager
he said they would take over agri-
cultural goods—vegetables, fruits,
fish. I said if we allow that now,
thousands of people will lose their
jobs. SoThave to proceed very cau
tiously on the issue. :

M But the fact is if WalMart won’t
doit, Reliance will. Indian compa-
nies are beginning to say retail is
the next bigwave in India.
Ishouldn’t take names, but one
big company, an Indian company,
asked me whether we really need
Americans to sell our vegetables.

H Well, food chain management,
supply chain management, thatis a
complex thing, let’s not get into the
intricacies of this. Let’s come back
to learning truth from facts. You've
been the CM of Bengal for more
than one term. What are the truths
yow’ve learnt from facts and how
are you going to apply them in this
term?

Our first priority is to consoli-
date our gains in agriculture, and
from then move on to agri-busi-
ness, food processing...

WThat’s why you've kept the Food
Processing portfolio for yourself.

I'm not going to continue with
that. But that’s a priority area. We
need modern market mecha-
nisms—food chains, cold storages.
For that we need private invest-
ment, including FDI.

Il But you need much more.
Much more. The Japanese are
coming, the Americans are com-
ing. Ratan Tata has taken a very
good decision to come to our state.

M Although there were problems
initially...

Oh, there was no problem.

@ The usual problem about land
acquisition?

Hardly a problem. The people
didn’t knowwhat was going to hap-
penthere, that was the problem.

M So how will you deal with those
. 10 have been dispossessed of
weir land? Your party has, without
batting an eyelid, jumped to the
side of Medha Patkar one day,
Kalinga Nagar the next.

During the election campaign,
the minister for industry, the minis-
ter for agriculture and I discussed
and formulated a policy on how
much agricultural land we could af-
ford to convert into industrial land
in the state as a whole, how much
compensation we could give, and
how best we could rehabilitate
those evicted. We have come up
with a full package which I'll place
before the cabinet.

M And you don’t expect any major
resistance?

We have covered all the areas.
Yes, these are sensitive areas.

@ Your interest in agriculture also
shows here on the terrace of your

party headquarters. I see vegeta-
bles, fruits growing here...

We cannot ignore agriculture,
it'sthe basis of our success. Around
65 per cent of the people in Bengal
earn their living from agriculture.

M What is true of West Bengal is
also true of India. But people have
to move from agriculture to indus-
try. The ratio has to change.

Yes, thatis also the general trend
across the world.

H So what are your plans? What
do you want this 65 per cent to be
atthe end of your term?

First we have to ensure food
guarantee. In rice production we
are now self-sufficient...

B Some gets smuggled to
Bangladesh.

That is a problem. But we have
to move on horticulture in a big
way...

M Value-added agriculture?

Yes, especially fruits and flowers.
‘We are exporting, and farmers are
getting very good prices. That is a
newtrend.

B And by next year, they’ll begin ex-
porting mangoes to America.

This year we are exporting
pineapples to Germany and Rus-
sia, and Malda mangoes are getting
ready to be exported to London.

Il And next year it will be exported
to America once you have your ra-
diation facilities in place.

Yes.

B Mr Bhattacharjee, let me ask
you not so much about points of
differences but about points of de-
bate within your party. The other
day Sushma Swargj paid a compli-
ment to the CPI(M). She said the
only two parties that have internal
debates and do not follow desig-
nated lines of succession are the
BJP and the CPI(M). What are the
current points of debate?

I told you about FDI. We de-
bated among ourselves and came

to certain conclusions. Only in re-
tail do we have some reservations.
On Special Economic Zones we
had serious differences, but now
we are promoting the setting up of
SEZsinthe state.

M So there is peace within the
party on the larger idea of the UPA
government’s SEZs,

Yes, but we still have some issues
with the government. On the pen-
sion scheme, on private participa-
tion in modernisation of airports. 1
tell my colleagues if the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry itself decides tomod-
ernise the airports that is the ideal
position. But if they invite private
investment in Delhi and Mumbai
how canIopposeit?

B But thereis not just regional but
also geographical imbalance com-
ing into the country. All the invest-
ment coming in is concentrated in
the south and south-west, along
the sea coast. You have Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, all the
way to Kerala. There’s a huge port
container terminal coming up in
Kochi, a beautiful airport coming
up in Bangalore, in Mumbai,
Delhi, only as far east as Hyder-
abad. But there’s nothing on the
eastern coast. ,

T've been trying my best, and fi-
nally the Prime Minister’s Office
has approved a new deep-sea port
in South Paragana district. There is
anisland and the port willbe on the
sea, just like Shanghai. I sent my in-
dustry minister there, I'sent it to the
PMO. Now we are studying the
feasibility report of the project.

B But are you concerned about
this geographical imbalance? The

Itell my colleagues if
the Civil Aviation
Ministry itself
decides to modernise
the airports that is the
ideal position. But if
they invite private
investment in Delhi
and Mumbai how can
I oppose it? I cannot
say I do not want to
modernise Kolkata

state in his second ternf as chief minister. Indian Express

Editor-in-chief Shekhar Gupta talks to the West
~ Bengal CMin NDTV’s Walk the Talk.

eastern sea board is becoming just
alabour exporting region.

I'm telling you, future invest-
ment will be coming from East and
Southeast Asia. The Prime Minis-
ter has spoken about it too.

B I saw a study by an American
university, I think it was Harvard,
which shows there is a direct cor-
relation between a region’s growth

/

and the rate at which its cargo .

movement is shifting from land to
air. Hong Kong is a good example.

I told you about the deep-sea
port. The Planning Commission is

studying its feasibility report. My -

own planning department has rec-
ommended a greenfield airport be-
tween the two SEZs. They have al-
ready started working on that.

#And you don’t mind if it is a pri-
vate project? ¢

If it is fit for private hands I don’t
see why not.

8 What is your opinion about the
existing airports—Chennai and
Kolkata. I know you’ve spoken...

Both sides have their argu-
ments...

R But your colleagues have writ-
ten a letter strongly disapproving,

One argument is that even
though these airports are profit-
making, if we don’t privatise them
they’ll be neglected. But another
argument is that no, we will not pri-
vatise them and use the profit for
modernising the remaining air-
ports. Both sides have their logic
and arguments.

B Which logic doyou find better?
Of course, my party’s position
onthe issue. I'm also pursuing that
line. There was a misunderstand-
ing that Thad written to Praful Patel
asking for private participation. I
have never written such a letter. I
would like to ask the PM and the
Civil Aviation Minister to spend
government money, butif they de-
cide to go ahead and invite private

investment I have to accept it. I'

cannot say I do not want to mod-
ernise Kolkata airport.

B What's the state of debate on the
other issues, the Pension Bill and

the banking reforms?

We haven't seriously discussed

. banking reforms yet. On pension

T've told my colleagues we are op-
posing it. But, given our salary and
pension bills and the overall fiscal

situation—if we oppose it we’ll

have to face the music here.

M Right. And what are the answers
youget? What is the counter-argu-
ment?

What facts did you face in govern-
ment that made you learn the
truth? That in real life, governance
is different from theory.

I'll give you an example. In my
first term Iwas faced with the prob-
lem of what to do with loss-making
undertakings. Fifty-six undertak-
ings were making losses. The gov-
ernment was not able to pay the
salaries. This couldn’t continue. So
we decided to go in for restructur-

Economic criterion and that the creamy layer
should not be benefited is the experience of all
these years. Finally, without land reform,
without some basic changes, this reservation

thing is only cosmetic.
ST R R R

Well they say let us oppc;se itat,

the Centre first then we’ll come
down to the state government.

B But that’s being very cynical.

The problem is that workers,
governmgnt employees are seeing
the issue frowa their own position. I
can see the problem because I am
running the government.

 And do you see a middle path?
We have to find a middle path.

M So are you saying the states are
going bankrupt, so learn the truth
from the facts?

My colleagues are quite intelli-
gent.

@ They are extremely intelligent.
In fact I keep saying the Left has
more grey matter than all the par-
ties put together. It’s no affront to
thembut...

1 myself have discussed the prob-
lem with Prakash (Karat), and he
might be convinced...but there
may be a problem in pursuing
this policy. -

@ But at the same time this can
also be an opportunity for growth.
Maybe there will be an increase in
the savings of workers.

Yes, that is the other side. The
immediate problem is that the Pen-
sion Bill will be going to affect the
salary. That we cannot afford to do.
W So let me go back to what I said.

ing. We have done that with 56
manufacturing units. Now we are
restructuring SEBs and transport.

W Only a Marxist can say it on
camera that he is restructuring
them. I find CMs all over the coun-
try doing it by stealth. They are do-
ing itbut only by stealth.

It’s a very difficult task. I con-
vinced the trade unions—they are
very powerful—that I have no al-
ternative. Yes we are giving subsi-
dies. Ina country like ours you have
to give subsidies, particularly in the
rural areas. But Rs 300 crore of
subsidies only for the transport sec-
tor? Ijust can’t continue with this.

‘m There has been change. There

was so much noise around the
Great Eastern Hotel earlier but ul-
timately it happened so peacefully.

_When the negotiations started ,I
told Nilotpal (Basu) it was now or
never. We took a soft stand and
they accepted. And Lalit Suri (of
Bharat Hotels) has started the ren-
ovation. They will maintain the fa-
cade of the Radisson—it is a her-
itage hotel.

M Right. So tell me what are your
tangible plans for Kolkata in this
term. Itis ararve for a chiefminister
togetreelected.

But it’s also extra pressure.

. There are more responsibilities this

time. I told you about agriculture...
B But what are your plans for the

city? I believe you are expanding
the metro—the east-west line un-
der theriver.

We have very big plans for anel-
evated transport system in the city
proper. Then we have to renovate
the business district, the Dathousie
Square or BBD Bagh. From the
riverfront to the Shaheed Minar,
we are renovating the entire area,
with underground car parkings...

BB But why is the metro moving so
slowly? It seems the Calcutta
Metro is being built at one-hun-
dreth the pace of Delhi Metro.

Well, we were doing it for the
first time in the country and that
was a teething problem.

B But even now, your airport ex-
tension is moving so slowly.

That is being done by Central
government agencies.

B But they say it is because of
strikes, bad work ethics.

Asfar as the Metro is concerned
not a single man-day was lost.

M But why is it taking so long?

I don’t think it is such a serious
problem. Now we are expanding
the Metro from Tollygunge to
Garia. It is a 20-km stretch. I think it
is running smoothly.

M You know, when you speak of
talking with Delhi there are two as-
pects to it. One is the Central gov-
ernment and the second is the cen-
tral leadership of your own party.I
know in your Left you like to de-
bate, to discuss, to read. Politicians
in the Left, unlike those in the
Hindi heartland, are not instinc-
tive politicians, How has the think-
ing evolved from being a party per-
manently in opposition to a party
involved in governance?

The change has been that the
party, I mean the headquarters,
now understandsit has to run three
governments in states...

M And a fourth in Delhi...(both

laugh)
That’s not on the agenda yet.

M Not in that sense. But the gov-
ernment is there because of you.

Yes, we have to discuss with
them, clear our differences. But the
point is that the party has to help
the state governments. We have to
have a clear policy.

M So you can’t have one country
and two systems. One system in
Kerala and West Bengal and an-
other when it comes to Delhi.

It is not like that but they have
to take into account the special
problems in these states. They
have to allow us to run our govern-
ment according to our experience,
needs.

M And you think you will be able to
convince them?

I think so. At the Politburo, we
will discuss some issues, and in the
resolution we have discussed...

B Your discussions in the Polit-
buro—have they become more
heated, more animated, or what?

After the debates we are all able
to reach to certain consensuses,
that’s what Iwill say.

W -The fact that they are able to
support the government at the
Centre is because of you. How can
they always be criticising it? I don’t
find your colleagues ever saying a
good thing about the Central gov-
ernment.

Butyoulook at the resolutions...

B But is it a matter of policy in
your Politburo to always keep at-
tacking this government?

No, that should not be.

M But do you discuss in the party
that you should keep attacking the
government all the time—the poli-
tics ofit?

We are changing our attitude,
we are getting more positive. We
should notignore the BJP’s taking
advantage of gur differences.

M Take the res)e'rvation issue for ex-
ample. I know your party supports
the OBC Bill but willy-nilly a large
section of the Indian population is
getting alienated and they will
move towards the BJP. They are
quietly watching.

The BJP is like that, taking an
opportunist stand. They agreed toit
in Parliament, they are officially

supporting it now. Just that they
are now trying to foment...
B You have a young daughter
Suchetna. Ishould have asked her
this question, but people of her age
are agitating, Do you and she talk
about this? What do you tell her?
She is not so mature yet, she has
her own opinion. But we have to
take a balanced stand. We just can-
not ignore the backwardness of
some communities.

l You want the creamy layer quali-
fication.

That is one aspect. Then eco-
non}ic criterion...

B There was some speculation that
you had abandoned that.
Finally, without land reform,
without some basic changes, this
@ reservation thing is only cosmetic.

M Right, Mr Bhattacharjee, before
we conclude let me ask you are we
finally seeing an arrival of the In-
dian Left? I see all these portraits
here, I see Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Stalin. I see Ho Chi Minh. When
will we see portraits of some Indian
leaders, a genuine Indian Commu-
nist party?

(Pointing at the portraits) They
were visionaries, it is very difficult
to replace them. A foreign reporter

They (the central
leadership) have to
take into account the
special problems in
these states (West
Bengal and Kerala),
and they have to
allow us to run our
government
according to our
experiences, our
needs.

E

. came herefor intcf'view with me.
He thought they were all Hitlers. I
toid him Busn and Blair couild i@-
place them. '

B Iknowyoudon’tlove Bush.
Indian Marxists like Namboo-

‘m a communist and 'm proud ofit. But

e
e

dripad, KV Krishna Iyerwere na- .

tional leaders. We are small fry.

B So you don’t see a contradiction
between an Indian Left and a for-
eignideology?

We learn from the ideology but
we do not blindly apply...

B You've talked about the agenda
for the next five years, Do you have
any regrets about the last five
years?

Of course. We could expand pri-
mary education...

W But higher education in West
Bengal is declining.
Yes, that is also one area.

# Your friend Dr Debashish tells
me West Bengal could set up 50
nursing colleges.

That is his idea, but he doesn’t
understand the demand of the
market. We have to improve the
quality of teaching from primary to
higher education, to universities.
That is one area that is haunting
me. Another is thatwe cater to a
huge population in government
hospitals but there is alack of com-
mitment, of discipline.

B Modernising them...

Yes. We are evolving a PPP
model, Public-Private Partnership,
so thatwe can improve the services.

B And your plans about the rick-
shaw-pullers, which is such an in-
human practice.

We'll get rid of them...

M Rehabilitation?

Yes, we'll give them some
money and I think they will take to
other businesses. But there are
some users, Schoolchildren go to
schools on rickshaws.

& From sort of pure theoretical
Marxism to a practical, fact-ori-
ented, truth-dominated theory of
governance, that’s great progress.
Mr Bhattacharjee, keepitup. As I
said you are not just the poster bay
of reform but also of the Indian
Left. Thank you very much.

Thank you. Please come to
Kolkata again.

P
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THAT West Bengal chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee isn’t too fond of
strikes and bandhs is well known. Not
surprisingly then, CPI(M) state secretary
and party’s politburo member Biman
Bose said on Wednesday: “The party has
no plans to go on strike or call a bandh
in West Bengal to protest the petrol and
diesel price hikes.”

“We want the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment to roll back its decision on increasing
the price of petrol and diesel. But we willnot
organise a bandh ora strike in our state,” Mr
Bose said after a Left Front meeting.

The CPI(M) pclitburo, the party’s
highest decision-making body, has given
all state units the freedom to decide on
the course of agitation in the backdrop of
the recent price hikes. In fact, the politburo
has stressed that any state may call a
bandh to protest against the hike in petrol
and diesel prices.

It's a different matier that the West Ben-
gal government has other ideas, especially
at a stage when the state is increasingly be-
coming industry-friendly and attracting
sizeable foreign investment. It is well
known that the state’s progressive chief
minister is largely responsible for the indus-
try-friendly overtures, which have been
welcomed by India Inc.

Accordingly, the CPI(M) state leadership
has no plans to unleash a wildcat strike
which could give wrong signals to the in-
dustry. However, the central committee of
the party will meet in Hyderabad on Thurs-
day to discuss, among other issues, the rise
in petrol and diesel prices.

—————

Mr Bose did announce some agitation-
related plans to oppose the central dedsion.
“We will organise protest demonstrations
in front of all oil companies in Kolkata and
across the country on June 13 for three
hours from 2 pm. Campaigns will also be
organised at all markets in the state for four
days from June 7. Protest meetings will also
be held in front of all industrial units in the
state onJune 12,” he said.

The CPI(M) state secretary felt the Cen-
tre could have avoided raising the price of
petrol and diesel. “After the hike, a litre of
petrolin Kolkata costs Rs 50.90. The Union
government collects different taxes which
is 57% of Rs 50.90. Once these taxes are de-
ducted, alitre of petrol costs around Rs 22 in
Kolkata,” Mr Bose said.
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In Telangana turf,
Left goes two Ways

. MANINICHATTERJEE
\ NEWDELHI JUNE 13 q
\ HE CPI(M)’s decision to spurn the
Congress and tie up with the Telugu De-
sam in at least two districts of Andhra
Pradesh in the forthcoming zilla parishad elec-
tions has less to do with any national-level “re
alignment of forces” but is rooted in the long-
standing rivalry between the two communist
parties in the Telangana region of the state, well
placed Left sources indicated here.

Following the formal notification for local
body polls in the state yesterday, there have
been hectic consultations between various
political parties and fresh permutations are
being thrown up. News that the CPI(M) had
agreed to join hands with the TDP in Kham-
mam and Nalgonda districts while the CPI
was sticking to the Congress made headlines
in the local papers today.

The decision, coming a day after the con-
clusion of the CPI(M) Central Committee
meeting, was interpreted as part of the party’s
attempts to distance itself from the Congress
and a step in the direction of a “third alterna-
tive.” The fact that the TDP, after decisively
breaking ties with the BJP-led NDA, hasbeen
wooing the Left parties for some time further
strengthened this impression.

The real reason for the CPI(M)’s apparent
shift in stance, however, is not connected to
national politics and has been taken only on
the basis of “local conditions” — a eu-
phemism for the traditional differences be-
tween the CPI and CPI(M), which have been
seeking to expand their base at the expense of

each other in the two districts.

According to CPI(M) local leaders, the
party has a much bigger “grassroots pres-
ence” in Nalgonda district even though the
CPIwon the Lok Sabha seat in the 2004 polls.
The CPI, they say, won the seat only because
of the seat-sharing arrangement with other
secular parties (Cong, CPI-M, TRS), dismiss-
ing the party’s demand for the post of ZP
chairman in the district.

InKhammam, on the other hand, the CPI(M)
won the Assembly seat in 2004 without any seat
adjustment — defeating the Congress, TDP,
CPI and others in the fray. Therefore, its de-
mand for more seats, including the chairman’s
post, has “greater legitimacy” than the CPI'sin ei-
ther of the two districts is the refrain.

The micro-level politics reflects a larger phe-
nomenon —the CPI(M)’s decision to focuson
itsown growth potential in a key southern state
rather than get hemmed in by considerations
of national politics. The CPI(M) central leader-
ship has, therefore, given a free hand to the
state unit to work out poll tactics that could dif-
fer from district to district.

The CPI(M)’s disclaimers notwithstanding,
the TDP is hopeful that the Nalgonda-Kham-
mam experiment could be replicated on a
much larger scale in the future. The TDP had
close ties with the Left parties for several years
before jumping ship to board the NDA alliance
at the Centre. After its 2004 rout, Chandrababu
Naidu hasbeen keen to revive the old non-BJP,
non-Congress alliance in the state and work to-
wards a “Third Front” at the national level. The
zilla parishad polls could be a pointer in that di-
rection, TDP leaders feel.

N CQ
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GPM no to
mﬁit term
lection

election’,..
HYD AD, June 10. —
The CPI-M will dump the
United Progressive Alliance
if the Congress presses fora
mid-term election.  This
has comprehensively over-
taken the issue of examin-~
ing if the party is really
gaining ground under the
present dispensation.

“We are aware that the

Congress is contemplating
a mid-term poll any time
now. The reason behind its
thinking is that the BJP has
weakened significantly and
it could cash in on the situ-~
ation”, a CPI-M leader told
The Statesman today. The
Congress wants to increase
its presence in Parliament
given the severe weakness-
es in the BJP and its allies.
“We are not part of this
kind of thinking. We don’t
think the Congress would
Ain any significantly than
what it did in 2004,” the
senior leader said.
The CPI-M discussed its
general  secrctary Mr
Prakash Karat’s report on
the political and interna-
tional situation. The issue
that cropped up was what
the CPI-M ought to do in
the event of the Congress
seeking  dissolution of
Parliament.

“It’s their (Congress)
funeral. If they are so con-
fident and re-assured about
winning a mid-term poll,
then we are not going to be
a part of it. We will snap
fies and go it alone”, the
leader said. SNS
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Change in di

E 57-yea-old Coinmii-
nist Party of India (Marx-
ist) general secretary. Pra-

. kash Karat, is one of the
“most powerful players in the cur-
rent regime in New Delhi. He is the
leader of the biggest Left party
‘extending a lifeline to the Man-
mohan Singh governmeni from
‘outside’. The archetypal Marxist
" hardliner, Karat keeps a low profile
and shuns publicity, but his
autherity ini the Left ranks - and
now across the UPA amalgan: ~ is
formidable. His forte is ideology.
policy and orgunisation. A product
"of the University of Edinburgh and
. JNU, Karat has been active in Left

politics since his student days in

the 1960s. In an exclusive interview

with DEEPAK RAZDAN, the CPI -M

general secretary spoke at length on
" many cruéial problems. Excerpts -

You have expressed your disap-
-pointment with the UPA govern-
ment’s policies and functioning in

many areas. Don’t you think it is

time for the Left to join the gov-

‘ernment and mould its policies
from within?

No, it is not our policy to join

-any government where we cannoi

" decisively shape policies. We have -

made a broad assessment ot how
the present government has
‘worked for the lasi two vears. 'We
decided at our recent Left parties’
meeting to prepare a comprehen-
sive note and to submit it to the
gqernment through the UPA-Left
Coordination Comumittee so that
we can have a discussion.

But are you not enjoying power
*  without responsibility?

Thats the usual cliché. We are
concerned about policies, we are
concerned about people’s prob-
lems... We cannot be with the
Longress party, as we have differ-
ences on basic policies.

. But this is a coalition. ...

 We have coalitions in West
Bengal and Kerala too. We go with
a coalition where we have like-
minded parties who have a com-
mon approach. On the other
hand, we dowt want to enjoy
powey for the sake of enjoying
power. N

By trying to involve non-Left par-

ties in a big moverent against the
-tise in petroleum prices, are you

undertaking a trial-run of a third
. alternative?

Since we have an independent
_position, we support the govern-
ment but there are many policies
and measures which we cannot
accept. This will be the fifth petro-
leum price hike by this govern-
ment; we do not accept the ratio-
nale for this. The government

. should reduce the customs and
“excise duties that are the mmain
- part of the price of petroleum
“products. We don't oppose it only
“on our strength; we would like
other parties which agree with us
to join hands with us ~ ir doesnt
matter whether thev belong i¢: the

raling coalition or not. We are go-
ing to increasingly work with uther
political parties on problems that
concern: the people and the coun-
iTv. .

What is the alternative plan you
want the goVernment to accept?
There are various aspects of the
Common Minimum Programime
which the government has not
taker: up for¥ implemeniation. On
the other hand, the government is
more keen to formulate policies
which suit international finance
capital and which benefit our big
businesses. We wouid like a
change iri the direction of policies.

It is said youi say one thing in Dethi

and do another in West Bengal...
We cannot consider the criti-

cisms or slanted views of the me-

. dia. We arg-a party with. 4 single

political objective. We have three
state governments ~ in West Ben-

. gal, Kerala and Tripura - which

have to work within the existing
systern and limitations. We hope a
time will come when we can
change the policies at the Centre.
That time has not come. Sc, we
will continue tc suggest alterna
tdve policies at the Centre.

Are you not treating your victories
in Kerala and West Bengal as a
mandate against the UPA govern-
ment’s functioning? -

No, in the election campaign,
we had not presented it in this
manner. What we have said is this:
in Keraia and West Bengal, ‘the
CPi-M and the Left parties are best
suited 1o form the government

THE SATURDAY INTERVIE

and to fulfil the people’s expecta-
ions. We prepared manifestos,
keeping in mind the need for pro-
people policies. This has been
supported and endorsed.by the
people. At the same time, yes, we
have also stated that it is neces-
sary to strengthen the Left at the
nationai level tc ensure pro-peo-
ple policies are pursued. So, what
the verdict has done is to give the
message that the Left’s sugges-
tions. the Left's perspective on
policies must be taken seriously
by the Central government.

Are you satisfied that the CPI-M
governments in Kerala and West
Bengal followed party guidelines?

Kerala got a new government a
short time ago. S¢ we cannot talk

_about the direction of the govern-
ment there. The first tagk forit will |
be to0 ensure that fhey fulfil the .

commitments made in the elec-
tion manifesto of the Left Demo-
cratic Front. In West Bengal, the
situation is different. The Left
Front has been in power for 29
years. We have made significant
progress in many areas. Now, [
am sive that the government is

. going to ensure the all-round

development of the state,
increase employment opportuni-
ties, and build on the achieve-
merits and progress made so far.
We do not decide from the
Centre... theparty does not decide
the day-to-day direction of the
running of the government in
West Bengal and Kerala. That is
done in these two states by our
party leadership there and the
Left allies.

e i “
Yes,tligyx"'
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N

You the UPA gov-
ernment on mic policy, how
to raise revénug; the handling of
the stock market, agriculture, for-
eign policy... what is it that gives
youhopethat government will
listen to you in #8 remaining three .
2

We have a different perspective
on many problems. We would like
the goveriment to run on the
agreed CMP It has made certain
commitments which, according to
us, will mean a departure from
some of the policies pursued earli-
er by the BJP-led government.
Where the government does not
deviate from that, we express our
opinion. We will continue to do so
but our support to the government
is not based on any single point.

Having seen them all, the National -
Front, the United Front and now
the UPA, is it not time for the Left
to stake its claim for power with
backing from the Congress and
the secular outfits, particularly
when you think that the fruits of
development have not reached
three-fourths of the. population
comprising farm workers and the
umorgamsed sector?

NF. and. the UF govern-

not be compared.
ergfbnce coalition gov-
ernments but the political com-
plexion of*these governments
were différédt, We have to take
into account the present political
situation, We think the UPA gov-
ernment can take steps which
can serve the people’s interests ~
for example, the Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
which was passed by Parliament
last year, and which is now being
put into operation. Then there is
the Forest Bill that will ensure
land for the tribal people. This
will come up in the next session
of Parliament. So there are many
measures which the UJPA govern-
ment can take in a cooperative,
manner with our support...

Why is there tension whenever
there is mention of reservations
for socially disadvantaged groups?

1" think that is not a uniform
thing. In the southern states, res-

-ervation has existed for a long

time. It has been implemented
both in education and jobs, and it
has met the needs of the time. I
think when the Mandai Commis-
sion’s recommendations regard-
ing jobs in Central services were
implemented, there was a lot of
resistance and opposition. This
time too, when it was applied to
educational institutions under the
purview of the Central govern-

‘ment, some: opposition was ex-

pressed. Our party would like
socio-economic criteria to be
introduced within the OBC reser-
vation. This would ensure that the
needy sections get the benefits of
reservation. In the coming days,
we have to ensure that everybody
talks only about reservation...
There is another type of exclusion

takmg place in private educational
and professional institutions
whose fees are reaching astrono-
mical heights. A large number of
students, irrespeciive of caste and
community, are not able to enter
higher education and that must be
set right. Central legislation rust
empower the state government to
regulate admissions and fees in

‘professional institutions.

As the party’s general secretary,
what organisational challenges do
you see before you?

After the big victory we have had
in West Bengal and Kerala, it has
been proved again that the CPI-M
is the strongest party and political
force in West Bengal, Tripura and
Kerala. The main challenge for our
party is to expand outside these
three states so that our strength as
an all-India party grows.

The Centre is contemplating
increasing prices of foodgrains
supplied through the PDS while
the new DMK government in
Tamil Nadu has launched a Rs 2-
a-kgrice scheme. ..

The UPA government must
strengthen the PDS, not weaken it.
.In the anxiety to cut food subsi-

-present UPA gov-: - dies, they de trying to curtail the

“PDS. And riow there is a proposal
before theCabinet to increase
prices for Above Poverty Line card
holders, cut down the wheat allo-
cation and take away the grain
component in various rural devel-
opment and employment sche-
mes, and introduce a cash compo-
nent. I think this is going to be dis-
astrous. Already there is much
hunger and malnutritior in our
country. It would be criminal to
weaken the PDS in India. In fact,
what the BMK government has
done holds a message for the Cen-
tral government. The people of
Tamil Nadu overwhelmingly en-
dorsed the proposal of the DMK in
its election manifesto to provide
rice at Rs 2 a kg. I think food sub-
sidy is a must and PDS must be
expanded.

Are you concermned that India has
neither  developing countries
behind it nor the-advanced world
by its side today?

* What weheed to be concerned
about is the foreign policy direc-
tion of the UPA. In our anxiety to
be an ally of the USA, we have let
down the non-aligned countries
and the developing countries
amongst whom India had played
an important role. So the real
question is whether the UPA gov-
ernment will fulfil its commitment
to pursue an independernt foreign
policy. They are not interested in
providing any leadership to the
developing world; they are more
anxious to become a strategic ally
of the USA. This will be one of the
major areas of concern for the Left
partes..

(Deepak Rledan is an editorial
consultant ;with The Statesman,
New Delhi }-
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- Advantage Left”

fiq A CPM and allies emerge G\"\?\g
T o stronger after polls \WN

he five state election results offer the Left much to

celebrate, demand that the Congress be stoic, and

give the NDA a knockout punch. The Left Front has

retained office in West Bengal for the seventh con-
secutive time and with an enhanced majority. It has won Ker-
ala comprehensively and helped the DMK defeat Jayalalithaa.
Assam, Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu should offer some sol-
ace to Congress, which has suffered a massive defeat in Ker-
ala. It should be satisfying for the party that the losses in West
Bengal have been marginal as compared to those of NDA
which includes Trinamul Congress. The NDA, even though
not a front runner in the states that went to polls, appears to
have lost even the little ground it had in Assam, West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu. The one significant factor that has influ-
enced results in all the states is the consolidation of Muslim
votes on political lines and away from Congress. In Assam, a
state with over 25 per cent Muslim population, Assam Unit-
ed Democratic Front, a ragtag coalition led by Islamic out-
fits, appears to have benefited, and at the cost of Congress,
which has so far had a monopoly over minorities. In Kerala,
the Left has made significant inroads in constituencies that
have always voted for the Muslim League, an ally of Congress.
It is no different in West Bengal, where the Left seems to have
consolidated its influence among Muslims. The Left seems to
have profited from its sustained anti-US campaign before and
during the elections.

The results are unlikely to alter the UPA-Left relations at
the Centre. On the contrary, it could cement ties. There is lit-
tle reason for the Left to rock the Congress-led government
in New Delhi, especially since the tie-up has not had any neg-
ative impact in West Bengal and Kerala. However, an upbeat
Left is certain to be more vocal on economic issues as well as
foreign policy. It will be more than friendly banter, but that
is unlikely to force a Lok Sabha election on the people. Man-

mohan Singh should now expect his critics within Congress/,
«fo be more active, as they will find a willing ally in the Left. i

Sonia Gandhi’s caution on free trade agreements is c]osgf to
“the Left position than what is advocated by her governpfient.

Fireworks can be expected when pension reforms an&¥ DI in ,

“retail come up for discussion.
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Ministry decision left to state unit

Politburo not

to pluck tl

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 13: The
CPM politburo has left it to
the Bengal state committee
to take a decision on the
fate of two senior cabinet
ministers, Asim Dasgupta
and Subhas Chakraborty.

Opinion is divided within
the party on whether Dasgup-
ta should be shifted from
finance, a berth he has held
for 20 years, to another portfo-
lio like education.

On Chakraborty, whose
outbursts have often landed
the government in a fix, the
polarisation is sharper with
some leaders wanting to keep
him out of the new ministry.

CPM general secretary
Prakash Karat had an infor-
mal discussion with chief mi-
nister Buddhadeb Bhattach-
arjee and state secretary Bi-
man Bose this morning before
the politburo meeting began.

They are believed té have
discussed the cabinet forma-
tion, particularly the ticklish
issue of dealing with Dasgup-
ta and Chakraborty.

The party leadership felt
that the issue should be sorted
' out by the state committee and
suggested that it should be tac-
kled with caution. Sources in-
dicated both ministers are 1i-
kely to continue in the cabinet,
though they could be shifted
from their present positions.

Bhattacharjee listed before

Bhattacharjee with Sitaram
Yechury in Delhi. Picture by
Jagan Negi

the politburo his priorities for
the new innings. The chief
minister said he would focus
on improving the quality of
education and health in his
state. “We have many primary
health centres and hospitals
but their quality must be im-
proved. Similarly, we have to
improve the quality of educa-
tion,” a source quoted Bhat-
tacharjee as saying.

Today’s politburo meeting
took place against the back-
drop of the CPM’s twin tri-
umphs in Bengal and Kerala
and the afterglow of victory
was visible in the demeanour
of the usually poker-faced
communist veterans.

Reflecting the mood, the
sources said, the politburo me-
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gratulatory session than a
stock-taking exercise.

V.S. Achuthanandan, tip-
ped to be Kerala’s next chief
minister, though the central
leadership has asked the state
unit to make a formal an-
nouncement later, looked a
picture of confidence.

Victory celebrations over,
the politburo will take up the
hard political business in Cal-
cutta later this month. “The
pol‘tburo will meet on May 27
and 28 in Calcutta to discuss
our relations with the UPA
government. The politbure
will prepare a report for the
central committee which will
meet in Hyderabad from June
6to June 10,” Karat said.

The party chief had said
immediately after the election
results that the CPM would
make more aggressive inter-
ventions to shape the UPA gov-
ernment’s policies.

But the Centre is banking
on Bhattacharjee, whose influ-
ence in the party is certain to
increase in the wakeof the
huge Bengal mandate, to
strike a more flexible working
relationship with the Left.

Post-poll, too, Bhattachar-
jee had lived up to his prag-
matic image. Today, he de-
scribed himself as a “commu-
nist compromising with capi-
talism” to develop Bengal. “I
am a communist, compromis-
ing with capitalism,” he told a
television channel.
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Ideology still matters in " .
Buddha’s Bengal Y

LY
Paranjoy Guha Thakurta >

Many are claiming that ideology is dead or
dying the world over. Others contend that the
domination of economics over politics is over-
whelming. Yet, the political economy of India
continues to remain unique and ideologically
influenced. India defies easy generalisation
and counters simplistic notions of Left-Right
divisions in its polity This is, perhaps, best ex-
emplified by the fact that the most important
‘news’ that emerged out of the media confer-
ence held by West Bengal CM Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee on May 11 at the CPM’s head-
quarters in Kolkata was an announce-
ment that the Tata group would be set-
ting up a new car manufacturing plant in
the state.

Few doubted that the Left Front would
break its own record by winning assem-
bly elections for the seventh consecutive
time since 1977. Only the margin of vic-
tory was a topic of debate. Even before it
became known that the LF had won 36
more seats than it had five years earlier,
the capricious Sensex had tanked. The
same media that had gone to town before
the polls quoting Bhattacharjee reiterat-
ing his party’s position that it would not
be possible to establish socialism in one state
in a capitalist country, mentioned only in pass-
ing his belief in the historic inevitability of
socialism triumphing over capitalism.

Nehru wanted a mixed economy. We ended
up with a mixed-up one, taking the worst of
both capitalism and socialism. Can the coun-
try imbibe the best of both worlds? Can West
Bengal serve as a role model for the rest of In-
dia? What large sections of the anti-commu-
nist corporate media in India fail to highlight
is that many, if not most, Indians are support-
ive of socialism. Even the BJP had talked of
“Gandhian socialism” not very long ago. Who
remembers Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi describ-
ing the Congress as “India’s greatest Left par-
ty”? Or junior functionary M I Shahnawaz de-

Leftls nght

scrihing Sonia Gandhi as an “extreme Left
leader”? Both these comments came during the
Congress plenary in Hyderabad this January.

Who recalls that it was not just the cussed
communists but minister for public enterprises
Santosh Mohan Deb who opposed disinvest-
ment in BHEL? Or that minister of state for
commerce Jairam Ramesh had publicly stat-
ed that the proposed free trade agreement with
ASEAN could never be concluded by compro-
mising interests of farmers well before Sonia
expressed similar apprehensions to the PM?

Manmohan Singh doesn’t really have a
choice. Our Harvard-educated gung-ho eco-
nomic liberaliser, P Chidambaram, too, has no
option but to describe the communists as his
“conscience keepers”.

When Bhattacharjee was asked whether he
believed in economic liberalisation, he said he
didn’t if it meant “hire and fire”. He says that
like the rest of the CPM he, too, is opposed to
privatisation of airports at Delhi and Mumbai
and FDI in retail. Reform is a nice-sounding
word. The problem simply is that the word
means different (and often contradictory) things
to different people. One man’s meat is anoth-
er’s poison,; yesterday’s terrorist is today’s free-
dom fighter; and the one-time reverse engineer
is now a thief of intellectual property.

For the media, the sexy story is when Bhat-
tacharjee clashes with Prakash Karat, though
both claim they’re bosom buddies, but not when
the so-called Stalinist CPM changes its ideo-
logical position on nationalisation, trade and

The TIMES
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forelgn inl estment One is not arguing that the
CPM is anlideological monolith or that there
are no factions within the party. If that indeed
were s0, 93-year-old Jyoti Basu would have be-
come prime minister of India in 1996 and would
not have had to later crib about his party’s
“historic blunder”.

The fact is that the CPM’s astonishing vic-
tory in West Bengal was preceded by a long
phase of land reforms during the 1980s follow-
ing which agricultural productivity grew at
twice the rate compared to rest of the country.
But even the impact of Operation Barga that
empowered the tiller had to plateau. Those liv-
ing below the poverty line in Bengal had come
down from over half to around a quarter. The
focus then shifted to urban regeneration. The
strategy obviously worked, for during the
2004 Lok Sabha elections, the Trinamul
Congress could win only a single seat in
urban Bengal — Mamata Banerjee in
south Kolkata -— that had until recently
been steadfastly anti-Left.

Over the last 15 years, the state gov-
ernment realised that it could not con-
tinue to blame the Centre for all the eco-
nomic ills of the state, even if it is wide-
ly acknowledged that the policy of
“freight equalisation” of coal and steel
robbed not only West Bengal but the east-
ernregion of its locational economic ad-
vantages. Having secured its base in ru-
ral areas, the LF nurtured small enter-
prises and privatised loss-making (not profit-
making) public undertakings before turning
its attention to information technology and
prettifying Kolkata. The communists assidu-
ously avoided the pitfalls that led to the sud-
den political demise of the erstwhile darling
of the chattering classes, former Andhra
Pradesh chief minister Chandrababu Naidu.

It is fashionable to fit Bhattacharjee in the
attire of Deng Xiaoping. But the cat is both
black and white. Above all, it catches mice. The
rest of India could learn the economic and po-
litical reasons why only one state has been able
to remain insulated from the strong storms of
anti-incumbency that have swept the rest of
the country.

The writer is director, School of Convergence.
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4 at the helm

rom leader of innumerable agitations to headof

government. With the Polit Bureau, the State Sec-

retariat, and the State Committee of the Communi-

st Party of India(Marxist) endorsing him as the
next Chief Minister of Kerala, V.S. Achuthanandan needs to
make a quick mental crossover from the opposition to the
treasury benches. After spending an entire political career
crusading for people’s causes, the veteran Marxist leader
finds himself entrusted with the power and the responsib-
ility to bring about the change he wanted to see in Kerala all
these years. His task is not going to be easy. To start with, he
will have to rise above the intense inner-party factionalism
at which he is widely seen to be a past master. Good govern-
ance will be possible only if he is able to take along with him
the entire party as also other constituents of the Left Demo-
cratic Front. Secondly, the Chief Minister-designate needs
to transcend his ‘anti-development’ image, although this
qualification would be in order: his political rivals and influ-
ential sections of the media were, in part, responsible for
branding some of his pro-labour and anti-privatisation ag-
itations as ‘anti-industrialisation’ and ‘anti-modernisation’
campaigns. What Mr. Achuthanandan needs to act on is the
realisation that there can be no ideological defence of stag-
nation and unemployment.

Socially, Kerala is way and ahead India’s most advanced
State. The literacy rate is better than 90 per cent and virtual-
ly all girls and boys are in school. At 73 (11 years higher than
the all-India average), life expectancy at birth belongs to the
first world. Land reform, people’s struggles, health care, and
afunctioning public distribution system have ensured for its
ordinary citizens a better quality of life than the people of
any other State enjoy. Nevertheless, Kerala has not been
able to move forward in terms of industrial development and
generate anything like adequate employment for the youth.
Itis also a State that has witnessed, over the past five years, a
distressingly large number of farmers’ suicides. High pop-
ulation density, the consequent non-availability of land for
industrial purposes, and strongly organised labour unions
are conventionally identified as the factors that made the
State ‘unattractive’ for profit-seeking private investors. Cer-
tainly, over the long term, Kerala’s labour movements have
contributed to the rise in living standards and the increase in
purchasing power of the working people. But old ideas need
to change if the Left in government is to do well, as Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharya has demonstrated bril-
liantly in West Bengal. Instead of ruing missed opportuni-
ties on the industrial front, the LDF government must go all
out to tap the potential provided by information technology
and information technology enabled services (ITES). While
continuing to build on the existing strengths of Kerala —
aside from the high social indicators, commercial agricul-
ture and tourism — the State must provide the required
policy and infrastructural thrust to the service sector and
the development of human resources. Rather than try and
undo worthwhile projects initiated by the previous govern-
ment, Mr. Achuthanandan must concentrate on better de-
livery and more efficient and honest performance by the
new projects, and generally on taking Kerala to a higher
growth trajectory. The people’s expectations of the new
Chief Minister — w‘lose ideological flanks are well protected
by his clean, austgre, and severe image — and his talentec
team will be highgr than usual.
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“Left s \hould extend tfle;vr
influence b

beyond 3 States

We want the UPA Government to stay on for its full term: Basu

FRANK TALK: CPI(M) veteran Jyoti Basu addresses a May Day rally in Kolkata on
Monday. - PHOTO: SUSHANTA PATRONOBISH

strength beyond these three

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: It will take the Left par-
ties only aday to topple the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance (UPA)
Government at the Centre; but
that would not bring the Left to
power for, it did not have the
requisite strength. It was, there-
fore, imperative that the Left
forces extend their influence to
beyond West Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura, Jyoti Basu, veteran
leader of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist), said here on
Monday.

“It is sad that on May Day we
are having to admit that we have
not been able to increase our

e o

places,” Mr. Basu said at a May
Day rally organised by the State
committee of the Centre of Indi-
an Trade Unions (CITU) and
those of other central Left trade
unions. To do so there “is need to
unite workers across the coun-
try, 90 per cent of whom belong
to the unorganised sector and
who remain outside the purview
of the trade unions and other
workers’ federations,” he added.

“We want this [the UPA] Gov-
ernment to stay on for its full
term by when we will have con-
solidated the strength not only
of the parties but also the vari-
ous mass organisations,” Mr Ba-

2 1Ay 2006

su said.
On the right to strike of work- .
ers, Mr. Basu reiterated that it
should be the “last weapon to be
resorted to and only after even
the State Government failed to
resolve a stalemate through ne-
gotiations.” “But we [the West
Bengal Government] will never
break a strike by calling in the
police, even though we have told
the workers as well as govern-
ment employees to ensure that
strikes are peaceful,” he said.
“The employers have been told
to pay respect to the workers .., if
they [the workers] give up the
right to strike how will their de-
mands be met?” he asked.
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/Mamsts call for cé/seﬁr

KATHMANDU: Describing as posx-
tive” the Maoists’ decision to
have a three-month ceasefire,
CPI (M) leader Sitaram Yechury
today hoped the rebels would
join the political process and
help in building a new democrat-
ic Nepal.

“It is very encouraging that
the Nepalese Maoists have an-
nounced a unilateral ceasefire. I
am very hopeful that the Maoists
will come to peaceful politics,”

Mr Yechury tmate rs here.

He said the rebels have shown a
positive gesture by declaring
ceasefire and  withdrawing
their blockades targeting Kath-
mandu and the district head-
quarters.

The Nepalese people have al-
ready built their roadmap to-
wards democracy and peace and
now it is time to move ahead on
that roadmap to build a new
democratic Nepal, he said add-

ing { the Seven-Party Alliance
and the Maoists have mutual
trust to move forward there is no
need for international observers
to conduct constituent assembly
elections.

However, the CPI (M) Polit
Bureau member said India
would have no objection if the
Nepalese people wish to bring in
an international monitoring
team for the smooth conduct of
polls. Replying to a question, he

e £051t1x¢ : Yechury

j
s
J
said, that if the Nepal govern- |
ment makes an official request |

to India for the release of

Maoists detained in Indian jails, | |
New Delhi would have no ob- |
jection in doing so in the i
changed context.

“If the Nepal govemment
withdraws the terrorist tag from
the Maoists, then under new le-
gal provisions India should re-
lease them,” the CPI (M) leader
added. - PTI ;
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‘Communism in Bengal has
‘been laid to rest by the
Capitalists' Party of India
(Market-ist) with Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee performing the

last rites, says

D BANDYOPADHYAY

T had to happen. And it
happened. But it hap-
pened so elegantly, so
'smoothly, so unabra-
sively and peacefully that
Marx, had he been alive
today, would have died of
shock. Peace be on his soul!

Marx had a great appre-
hension about the future of
Communism. In  his
Manifesto of the Communist
Party (1848), he wrote: "A

" spectre is haunting Europe
~ the spectre of Commu-
nism. All the powers of old
Europe have entered into a
holy alliance to exorcise this
spectre: Pope and Czar, Me-
tternich and Guizot, French
Radicals and German police

" spies.” In spite of the Czars
and Popes, Communism
suwrvived and flourished in
Russia. The Czar and his
family members lost their

‘lives in the hands of the
Russian Comimunists who
captured power by toppling
the Czar. Communism con-
quered half the world and
continued in Europe till
1991 when the then Soviet
Union imploded and Boris
Yelstin banned the Com-

‘munist party of the erst-
while USSR. In its birth as
well as demise, it has a
bloody history in Europe,

In spite of his profundity,
scintillating erudition and
sparkling intelligence, Marx
could not judge the supple-
ness of mind and skill of a
bl:adrolok Bengali brahmin
belonging to the priestly
profession. The current

~ chief minister of West Ben-

_ gal who belongs to this cate-
gory, notwithstanding the
breastplate of CPI-M ettick

to his chest, was pliant
enough to discard Commu-
nism and exorcise its ghost
with great aplomb and self-

confidence. This without ,

seeking help from any Czar
or Czarina, Pope or Arch-
bishop. He was his own
Metternich and Guizot. He
might have taken the advice
of the radical conservatives
of CII, ASSOCHAM or
FICCIL. He might also have
employed police spies to
keep a tab on the I®ft radi-
cals of his own party. But the
pronouncement he made
on 12 April 2006 at the
Calcutta Press Club was en-
tirely his own. The man has
some experience as script-
writer. His own drama Bad
Tirnes which he wrote after
he left Jyoti Basu's govern-
ment for a short while truly
brotight him good times. He
then ]omed the same gov-

ernmerit, which he had left
in disgust, with alacrity and
joy as the deputy chief min-
ister with the police portfo-

:‘/f

lio. So it was within his juris-
diction and competence, to
engage police spies 1f and
when required.

Mr Bhattacharjee said:
| "What we are practising
% here is capitalism. Socialism
‘ cannot be created in the

given situation even if we

preach it. I amn a realist and
not a fool." Bravol Tt is music

{050 many ears. In one sen-

tence he denounced Marx

{by imphcation) as an
unpractical, non ragmanc
\deahst and a "fool" unlike

himself. He repudlated the
Marxian thesis that "The
history of all hitherto exist-
ing society is the history of
class struggle. Freeman and
slave, patrician and ple-
beian, lord and setf, guild
master and journeyman, in
a word, oppressor and
“oppressed, stood in con-
stant opposition to one
another, carried on an unin-
terrupted, now hidden, now
open fight, a fight that each
time ended either in revolu-

|

tionary reconstitution of
society at large, or, in the
common ruin of the con-
tending classes”.

By collaborating with the
capitalists, Bhattachar]'ee‘
has denied the inherent!
contradiction between cap— |

ital and labour. And in doing :

so he openly acknowledges
the ascendancy of the bour-
geoisie and the servility of
the working class. In his as-
sessment as the spokesman
of the ruling class, there is
no irreconcilable contradic-
tion between capitalist
employers and workers;
there are no oppressing and
oppressed classes ~ they are,
one and the same.
Kowtowing to the capitalists
ends the class struggle.
Marx's reading of history
was thus utterly wrong.
Bhattacharjee had a little
problem with the hire-and-
fire pohcy of the capitalists
on the eve of the general
election. It is a minor fric-
tional irritation that can be

THE CT AT oRiss
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Death of an ideology

easily overcome by accom-
modation on the part of the
workers. Since there is no
fundamental antagonism
between the bourgeoisie
and the working class,
workers can easily solve the
problem by giving more and
taking nothing in return.
Bhattacharjee, of course,
conceded that workers

%0 should not be treated as
‘ \ \ \slaves. It was quite humane
+ of him to have said so. But

since he accepts the basic
premise that labour is a
commodity, the human
body which produces the
labour power could also be
treated as a marketable
ware. Hence he could not
have any ethical compunc-
tion against slavery as such
if it facilitated the flow of
foreign and domestic capi-
tal in his tiny oasis of peace.

One is distressed to find a
residue of the-old Commu-
nist trait in him even now.
Marx wrote: "Communists
disdain to conceal their
views and aims." Old habits
die hard. Hence Bhatta-
charjee could not give up
this trait. He openly pro-
claimed his theory of a
classless society by accept-
ing the supremacy and
ascendancy of the capitalist
class. Let other segments of
society tremble at the bour-
geoisie counter-revolution
led by the CPI-M, that is, the
Capitalists' Party of India
(Market-ist). The bour-
geoisie have nothing to lose
but their tax and bank liabil-
ities and social obligations.
They have to win the world.
Let them enjoy the fruits of
their conquest without any
let or hindrance and live
happily ever after. Nothing
could have been better than
the last rites of this fractious
ideology of Communism
being performed by the

scion of a brahmin family of
South Koelkata.
(The author was

‘Secretary, Government of

India. ministries of finance
[revenue] and rural develop-
ment, and  Executive
Director, Asian Development
Bank, Manila.)
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“Trade un

BUDDHADEB
BHATTACHARJEE

his is the second time

Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee will be facing the electo-
rate in West Bengal as Chief
Minister. In an interview to
Marcus Dam, he talks of his
Government’s achievements
over the past five years and
identifies the areas that need
improvement. There is a need
for the Government to per-
form better and also for Gov-
ernment employees to be
more responsive to the needs
of the people, he says. Ex-
cerpts from the interview:

The Left Front's slogan in
the 2001 Assembly elections
was development. What is it
this time?

The same. What we have
added to it is “more struggle
and more development.”

Looking back, have you been
able to identify the
shortcomings of your
Government and the areas
that need improvement?

I have never been compla-
cent. One important area is
the spread of primary educa-
tion. There are 68,000
schools across the State but
the quality of teaching is still
very poor, and a programme
with the help of the British
Council is under way to edu-
caté the teachers how to teach
English, Our earlier “Educa-
tion for All” programme has
made considerable headway,
but what is important now is
improving the quality of
teaching. The teachers need
to be committed; a good num-
ber of them don’t have the
devotion. Panchayat-run pri-
mary schools are performing
better in many places even
though the teachers there are
paid less.

Ahother area that we need
to look at is the health sector.

An ‘TAS’ touch
to the elections

P.C. Cyriac
R. RAMABHADRAN PILLAI

Kochi

he Kerala elections have

an ‘IAS’ touch this time.
Two former Indian Adminis-
trative Services officers, Al-
phons Kannanthanam and
P.C. Cyriac, are now testing
the electoral waters.

Mr. Kannanthanam, with a
reputation for toughness, is
in the fray in Kanjirappally, a
largely agrarian constituency.
He resigned as Commissioner
in the Kerala Land Use Board
just days before entering the
electoral battle. Mr. Kannan-
thanam is the LDF-supported
Independent candidate in
Kanjirapally.

Mr. Kannanthanam, who
made headlines when he
cracked down on illegal struc-
tures in New Delhi, enjoys the
challenge of facing the electo-
rate, Getting up early and
walking across muddy paddy
fields, clad in a dhoti, for a
chat with the voters comes
easily to him.

“Society has given me pow-
er and position. It is neces-
sary to repay some of it,” says
the man dubbed the “demoli-
tion man” for his crackdown
in New Delhi.

What is it that propelled
him into politics? Is it the
possible political clout? “I
had seven years to go (in my
1AS career). I was doing one
of the most powerful jobs in
Kerala. I was supervising the
Collectors. I could have be-
come the Chief Secretary, if
continued in service. Even if [

Alphons Kannanthanam

become an MLA, there is no
comparison with that,” he re-
torts.

Then why did he quit the
IAS? 1t is “a desire to serve
people.” How did he land up
in the company of politicians?
“There are quite a few good
people in politics. I want to
prove that politicians can be
honest, not crooks,” he says.

P.C. Cyriac, who has filed
his papers in the Muvattu-
puzha Assembly constituen-
cy, is also in the fray as an
Independent, but without the
support of either the LDF or
the UDF.

Having had made his mark
in the administrative service
in various positions, includ-
ing stints as Rubber Board
Chairman and Industries
Secretary in Tamil Nadu, Mr.
Cyriac quit two years before
retirement.

“The two Fronts in Kerala
are in confrontation with
each other. There is none to
analyse issues dispassionate-
ly,” says Mr. Cyriac. '

He wants to keep away
from party politics. “If you
are a member of a party, you
are bound by the party’s pol-
icies,” he observes.

He enjoys the support of
various organisations, includ-
ing Infarm, a body of farmers
with strong support in the
constituency.

Mr. Cyriac launched a news
publication in Malayalam,
Kochi Vaarta, a few months
ago. He also backed the cause
of farmers at the WTO farm
consultations, organised re-
cently in Kochi by UNCTAD.

o\
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We cannot ignore the popular
perception about the health
system, which is not very en-
couraging. The problem is
three-fold - commitment,
discipline and cleanliness of
employees. We need to im-
prove on all on these fronts.
We should bear in mind the
large number of people ad-
mitted to our hospitals each
year, and the large numbers
treated. No State can better
our record. But this is not an
excuse for not improving on
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these fronts.

Would you like to dwell on
your Government's
successes?

The agriculture sector has
been a success story. We have
achieved a high in foodgrains
production. The investment
in industry has increased to
over Rs. 5,000 crore, and
more is on the way.

Your thrust over the years
has been on greater

\ PR
‘ “... otherwise
? industry will

'
mus

y

industrialisation, Have jrade

past, we did commit some
mistakes in the name of trade
unions. Nowhere have trade
union rights been curtailed.
‘We cannot support the policy

iust of hire and fire. We must have
harmonious relations be-

Cﬂuapse, tween the management and

and workers workers for the growth of
industry.

will lose A general trend in civiliza-

their jobs" tion is the shift from village to

town, from agriculture to in-
dustry. But we have to take a
balanced view — how much
agricultural land can we af-
ford to convert without en-

union rights been croaching on fertile land for
compromised in any way? setting up industry, while en-
4 nink b suring food security.
I do not think so. It has not
happened in our State. But Do you have an ade(%uate
trade unions must behave monitoring system to ensure
’ that the benefits of the

We have to forget the past.
They must share the respon-
sibility of competition, pro-
ductivity and help in
improving the quality of pro-
duction; otherwise industry
will just collapse, and workers
will lose their jobs. In the

socio-economic development
schemes, initiated in areas
affected by Maolst
insurgency, reach the
targeted groups?

We have identified 4,612
villages, where the poorest of

t behave’

the poor live. Some of these
have been affected by Maoist
insurgency and the extre-
mists are trying to exploit un-
derdevelopment and poverty.
I am personally monitoring
our socio-economic develop-
ment schemes for these areas.
Almost 70 per cent of our pro-
grammes have already been
implemented.

The thrust areas are: im-
proving irrigation through
rainwater harvesting and wa-
ter reservoirs in low-lying ar-
eas, providing subsidies for
those who depend on forest
produce and revamping the
tribal co-operatives, some of
which have become defunct.

What, in your opinion, does
the average voter expect of
a government?

Betterment of their lives
and economic development,
so that the poorest of the poor
can be benefited. Stability,
communal harmony and a
democratic atmosphere are
also among the expectations.

S

Bottle of the ballot?

P

Thirst for votes .

I Seen at the Nemom constituency in Kerala. PHOTO: S. GOPAKUMAR

The writing is not on the wall

The Election Commission’s ban on graffiti has hit artists hard

MEERA MOHANTY

Chennai
Loudspeakers,

time to cash in.

However, this season has
not been all that good. Artist
Karunanidhi has three as-
sistants in his workshop at
Ashok Nagar, but they are
idle. T. Nagar alone has 150
such shops, each employing
four to five painters and car-

traffic
jams, noise ... elections tend
to disrupt the rhythm of
normal life; But if there is
- one community* that looks
forward to elections, it is the
artists. ‘Election season’isa

penters, and none of them
have any work this election,

he says.

ist Association.

Letterto EC

“If the authorities imple-
ment the ban on wall paint-
ings so strictly, where does
that leave the three lakh
painters in the State? And
what happens to their fam-
ilies,” asks J.P. Krishna,
president, Tamil Nadu Art-

On behalf of its constitu-
ents, the 25,000-member
strong association wrote to
the Election Commission
on March 15, requesting it to

review the ban. A second let-
ter was sent to the State
Chief Electoral Officer Na-
resh Gupta. The artists re-
quested that they be allowed
to paint the walls, and the
EC could direct the candi-
dates to have them white-
washed after the elections.
In Mr. Krishna’s work-
shop, metres and metres of
. cloth screen-printed with
Chief Minister Jayalalith-
aa’s picture lie bundled on a
table, while carpenters
ready thin wooden frames
for them. Stacks of two-
leaved fluorescent green
banners are piled up in an-

other corner — one of the
few orders received this
time.

The artists say that the
digitisation of film hoard-
ings over the last two years
has hit them hard. Elections
are now their only season of
business.

A four by 10 feet wall
painting fetches a painter
about Rs. 100 to Rs. 150. Art-
ists and carpénters can, dur-
ing elections, earn almost
twice their normal monthly
wages of Rs. 1,000 to Rs.
5,000.

But not this time round.
“Even when we have ac-

quired permission from
house owners, the corpora-
tion does not allow us to
paint on the walls,” says Mr.
Karunanidhi. Wall paintings
are the most affordable
means of campaigning for
ordinary candidates. Pam-
phlets are thrown away, and
posters can always be paper-
ed over or torn off.

Mr. Krishna leaves for
Brussels in August to com-
plete a mural 500ft by 20ft
depicting 50 of Belgium’s
leading personalities at the
capital’s bus terminal. But
there’s not much to cheer
about for the average artist.

Agricultural crisis and the Wayanad vote

Suicide is a recurring theme in election speeches in this agricultural region¢

R. MADHAVAN NAIR

Kozhikode

he Malabar squirrel is a

treat for the eyes —
which is why a small group
of visitors to a village bor-
dering the forest in Waya-
nad watched wide-eyed as
the animal sat gnawing at a
wild fruit on a tree. The still-
ness of the afternocon was
suddenly shattered by a thud
as a stone crashed on a
branch near the animal.

The Malabar squirrel, big-
ger and more colourful than
the ordinary squirrel, fled
from the tree and disap-
peared into the forest in a
flash. So did a couple of mon-
keys from a nearby tree.

“These animals destroy

our crops,” said a farmer
standing nearby.

But animals are not the
main problem here. Farmers
will tell you that it is bank
managers and private mon-
eylenders who are bleeding
this region.

It was in 2001 when re-
ports of suicides by farmers
caught in a debt-trap began
emanating from the green
and serene environs of
Wayanad. They haven’t
stopped since; only last week
a 65-year-old farmer com-
mitted suicide in Payyam-
balli, North Wayanad.

The Government has been
paying Rs. 50,000 to the
family of each of the victims.
According to T. Sasidharan,
Additional District Magist-

rate, Wayanad, the compen-
sation had been paid to 137
families, which reported sui-
cides between 2000 and
2004.

204 claims received

The district administra-
tion received 204 claims for
compensation from families
of suicide-victims, of which
177 were found eligible by
revenue officials. The rest
were rejected since the sui-
cides were not a result of in-
ability to repay farm loans.

“Suicide” is a recurring
theme in election speeches
in the tribal-dominated and
agricultural Wayanad dis-
trict. The CPI(M)-led Left
Democratic Front (LDF) has
already made it a campaign

POLL THEME

THE DEBT TRAP

theme in these parts. More is
likely to be heard on the sub-
ject in the coming weeks as
electioneering piecks up
momentum.

Financial abyss

The Wayanad women
widowed by the suicides of
their husbands have come
together under the banner of
“Vidhava Agathi Munnet-
tam” (Widows and Desti-
tutes Movement). Their
husbands’ deaths has not
only plunged them into
grief, but also a financial
abyss, from which recovery

is not easy.

Wayanad, which suffered
asevere drought in 2001, has
still not recovered from the
crippling wounds inflicted
by the dry weather on an
economy already made frag-
ile by the sharp drop in pro-
duce prices.

The Government an-
nounced a Wayanad initia-
tive, a relief package, in the
State Assembly but it has re-
mained on paper. Maoist-
linked groups have been
prompting the farmers to re-
fuse to repay loans. Two
branches of rural banks
sponsored by Canara Bank
have come under attack by
activists of organisations
like “Porattam.”

In the last Lok Sabha elec-

tions, A.C. Varkey, a leader
of the Kerala Relief Forum,
which takes up the cause of
farmers in distress, won
35,000 votes, a clear signal
of the considerable support
he had been able to muster
among the farmers.

Drop in prices

The root cause of the
farmer distress is the sharp
decline in the prices of agri-
cultural commodities. LDF
campaign managers blame
globalisation and the Gov-
ernment’s insensitivity to
ensure remunerative prices
for coffee, pepper and other
crops. Small coffee growers
(estimated at 60,000) are
the worst hit by the low pric-
es and a poor harvest this

year, caused by rains that de-
stroyed the coffee blossoms
last year.

Wayanad has been tradi-
tionally pro-UDF. But the
last elections to civic bodies
resulted in a near sweep for
LDF-DIC(K) alliance. K. Ka-
runakaran’s DIC(K) is now
Back as an ally of the UDF in

e Assembly elections, so
the picture has changed
since then.

In the 2001 Assembly
elections, the UDF won
handily from all three Waya-
nad constituencies — Kal-
petta, Bathery and North
Wayanad.

The farm crisis and suicid-
es by farmers is set to play a
big role when Wayanad goes
to the polls on April 29.

POLL POURRI

The Andipatti factor

ndipatti Assembly constituency in

Theni district of Tamil Nadu is the
cynosure of alf eyes because of its high
profile candidate, Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa. The constituency first
attracted attention in 1980 when the All-
India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
nominee S.S. Rajendran won by a margin
of 28,000 votes. Not remarkable in
itself, one might think but the point is
that the margin was higher than the one
secured then by AIADMK founder M.G.
Ramachandran, who won from Madurai
West. No wonder then that in the 1984
elections, MGR switched to-Andipatti.

A war by proxy

orth Chennai seems to be ahead of

the rest of the city in electioneering
for the Assembly elections, scheduled
for May 8. With the major political
parties announcing the names of their
candidates, wall space will become
scarce in the days to come, though
graffiti has been banned. Amid the din
and bustle of the business-dominated
area, election posters try to draw the
attention of passers-by. Bills and graffiti
in support of candidates in the
Tiruvottiyur and Royapuram Assembly
segments are a common sight. On either
side of the Tiruvottiyur High Road, the
flags of a major political party and its
alfies can be seen fluttering. The rest of
the city has some catching up to do.

Help from friends

he Bharatiya Janata Party has its

own way of fooking after the needs
of its smaller partner in the National
Democratic Alliance, though in West
Bengal, it is the Trinamool Congress that
is the bigger ally in the Pashimbanga
Ganatantrik Front. The BJP will be
providing a helicopter to Trinamool

leader, Mamata Banerjee, when she
campaigns, according to State BJP
president Tathagata Roy. The copter will
also be available to ferry national BJP .
leaders when they come to the State to
muster support for the Trinamool-led
combine. The BJP leadership has, in
recent weeks, not taken too kindly to
Trinamool's decision to allocate only 31
seats to it. But with elections round the
corner, leaders of both parties have
thought it best to bury their differences.

Ordeal for commuters

t will be a three-week long ordeal for

commuters in Kolkata as well as in the
districts. Most buses, autos and taxis will
go off the roads after being
requisitioned for poll duty. No new
phenomenon this, but spreading the poll
process over five phases will prolong the
suffering of the common man. According
to office-bearers of the Joint Council of
Bus Syndicate, about 80 per cent of the
taxis and over 50 per cent of the 25,000
private buses and 9,000 minibuses
plying in the city had already been
‘posted’ with the dreaded ‘Requisitioned
for Poll Duty’ sticker. The situation in the
the North and South 24 Parganas ‘
districts is no different. Even private
cars are not spared, and although
Ambassadors seem to be the favourite,
owners of fancy cars also ply their
vehicles almost stealthily, fearing a
‘takeover.' Since the tax-tokens are also
seized in the process, these cars cannot
ply without reporting for poll duty.

(Co;ltrzﬁuted by T. Ramakrishnan,

K. 7. Sangameswaran, Marcus Dam
and Indrani Duttq)
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Statesinaii News Service

KOLKATA, April 12: “What
we aie practising here is
capitalism. Socialism can-
not be created in the given
situation even if we preach
it. I am & realist and not a
fool.” These were the words
of the chief minister of
West Bengal and the ruling
Left Front's poll inascot Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
today.

Emphasising that he was
not “eimbarrassed” by his
governiment’s befriending
of corporate houses and
advocating “harmonious
relations between labour
and capital”, he added: “1
know Marxism teaches us
that the contradiction
between labour and capital

is irreconcilable... (but) we
are no more in the
Opposition and  our

responsibility to govern

makes it imperative that -

we cooperate with cap-
tains of industry 1o main-
tain the momentum of the
flow of investment into

™ §on
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He was addressing a
meei-the-Press pro-
gramme at the Calcutta
Press Club this afternoon,
his first wide-ranging
media interaction this poll
season. “We do not sup-
port the corporate demand
for a hire-and-fire policy
and we don't believe work-

_ers should be treated as

slaves, of course. But we do

| want workers to take care

of the industry for their
own survival,” he added.
Though his candid con-
fessions may raise hackles
within the CPI-M national-
ly and the Left Front in
Bengal, Mr Bhattacharjee
claimed there was “no

major difference” within
his party or the LF on the
policies he had articulated.
In fact, he underlined his
growing importance in the
CPI-M at least in Bengal
after the death of Anil
Biswas and the consequent
\change in equations
between Alimuddin Street
and Writers’ Buildings.
“The party does not dictate

K to me. I do not, however,

take policy decisions with-
‘out consulting the party.
It's still difficult for me to
reconcile myself to the
death of Anil. But now me
and Bimanda (Bose, the
state party secretary and
LF chairman) are sharing

election responsibilities as
well as the responsibility
for party affairs. We will
continue to do so with the
help of others,” he said.
Indeed, the emergence
of another “reformist” from
the Buddha camp, industry
minister Mr Nirupam Sen,
as the No. 3 man in the
party and government
hierarchy after Mr
Bhattacharjee and Mr
Bose, has sent out the sig-
nal that the chief minister
intends to push the party
his way, in Bengal to begin
with. There is a strong pos-
sibility, LF leaders told The
Statesman, that Mr Sen
would be elevated as
deputy chief minister in
the new LF government
that seems on the cards
after the Assembly poll.
Maintaining that the con-
solidation of achievements
in agriculture and agro-
industries, and accelera-
tion of the industrialisa-
tion, would be his dual pri-
orities, Mr Bhattacharjee
justified his
B Turn to page 5
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guilt”. He added, though, are

IT as a

nent ~

“They have resort-
ed to violence...

? LM
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(and) we have

before the poll, the chief
minister said today. "l
spoken

to Mr

Chakraborty and told

that job-generation in
manufacturing
would not be ignored.
Not “exactly happy”
with the Election
Commission’s decision to
hold the Assembly elec-
tion in five phases, Mr
Bhattacharjee said. in
response to a query. that
he had.“no knowledge
about history-sheeters
being among CPI-M can-
didates”. As for the out-
come of the poll, the chief
minister responded by
stating: “I am more con-
cerned about a two-
thirds majority for the
Left Front rather than
ensuring an absolute
majority for the CPI-M.”
He said a crackdown on

N

minister said he had told
the Prime Minister that
the “situation was deteri-
orating ~ fundamental-
ists and terrorists are
using the same corridor
as the infiltrators”. He
rounded off by taunting
the Opposition” “It is in
disarray because of our
success.”
Flak for Subhas

Maverick minister Mr
Subhas Chakraborty and
the like have been asked
not to browbeat police

officers or enter into con- -

with the
Commission

frontations
Election

him that he had commit-

not non-violent
satyagrahis.”
units On infiltration f{rom ted a mistake.
Bangladesh, the chief

He told me that what-
ever he said was in the
context of a given situa-
tion. I asked him not to
repeat it,” Mr
Bhattacharjee said. (Mr
Chakraborty had drawn
flak from the EC for
“intimidating” Bengal's
police officers and elec-
tion officials by remind-
ing them that they were
on the state government’s
payrolt.)

The chief minister,
however, did not com-
ment on his predecessor
Mr Jyoti Basu criticising a
police raid on the CPI-M
office at Keshpur in
search of arms.

Pt

‘”u,"\i‘



Sorry to EC _outburst at CM

OURSPECIAL ) X

CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, April 5: The CPM
apologised to the Election Co-
mmission. Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee said the comments
were a mistake.

But Subhas Chakraborty,
the transport minister who
called state government offi-
cials now doing duty for the
Election Commission “stoo-
ges”, reacted angrily.

“What chief minister?
Who asked you to come to me?
The chief minister? Go to
whoever has told you,” he told
the 24-hour Bengali news
channel STAR Ananda, which
sought his reaction to Bhat-
tacharjee’s comments.

In an interview to the cha-
nnel earlier; the chief minister
had said: “He (Subhas) did
not do the right thing and he

We have

sent a letter,
admitting our
mistakes. He
(Subhas) did
not do the right
thing and he
also feels that

also feels that now.”

Chakraborty himself has
apologised tc the panel, as has
the CPM in separate letters.

That, however, has not sto-
pped the poll watchdog from
filing a police complaint aga-
inst Chakraborty, accusing
him of trying to “intimidate”
its officials.

CPM general secretary
Prakash Karat, who had met
election officials yesterday,
and Bhattacharjee confirmed
that letters had been sent to
the commission.

What chief
minister? Who
asked you to

1 come to me?
The chief
minister? Go
to whoever
has told you

Karat did not say if itwasa
letter of apology, sounding a
little distraught that the panel
had decided to act independ-
ent of the response from the
CPM which it had sought.

Asked if the party had
apologised, he said: “We have
given a reply. (But) What is the
meaning of our reply because
they (EC) have already taken
action.”

Bengal’s chief electoral
officer Debasish Sen filed
the complaint against Chakra-
borty today at Lake Town

police station.

The chief minister admit-
ted having told the commis-
sion Chakraborty’s remarks
had been a mistake.

“We have sent a letter to
the election commission, ad-
mitting our mistakes,” he said
in the interview.

Karat had asked Chakra-
borty also to write a letter, ex-
pressing regret. The minister
is believed to have sent a three-
line letter to the EC, saying
that it had not been his inten-
tion to hurt election officials.

“I express my regret if
they were hurt. I did not do
that intentionally.”

Although the CPM leader-
ship might be boiling inside at
some of the steps the commis-
sion has taken, it does not wi-
sh to allow the Chakraborty-
triggered controversy to de-
generate into a crisis.
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BUDDHA NAMES NEW CPM STATE SECRETARY

1man ste S

into

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, March 31, —
The CPI-M state commit-
we today chose Mr Biman
Bose as its new secretary.
Later, at a condolence
meeting the party declared
its determination to form
the seventh L eft Front gov
ernment “to realise the
dreams of Anil Biswas™.

There was no paradigm
shift in ideology when
Alimuddin Street declared
this morning that Left
Front chairman Mr Bose
haud been “unanimously
elected” the party’s new
state secretary.

[t was virtually a forgone
conclusion since there is 1o
other Politburo member,
other than Mr Buddhadzb
Bhattacharjee and My Iyoti
Basu. who could head tae
state unit. While Mr Basu
had decided not to hold

public positions because of

his poor health, Jetting Mr
Bnddhdd(b Bhdttm jarjee
head the party’s state unit
2wl mwhi have
stiong crncism frons unhui
e arganisation. So, to the
CPL-M, the choice was
obyvious, However, thie fact
thut the announcement was

wited

made by Mr Bhduachar]en
with the industry and com-
merce minister Mr Nirup-
am Sen by his side, indicat-
ed a possible shift in the
party-government relation-
ship.

According to party insid-
ers, CPI-M general secre-
tary Mr Prakash Karat, who
was present at Alimuddin
Street, was supposed to
make the announcement.
But plans were changed at
the last minute.

It becanie all the more
clean when the chief minis-
ter said: “Now we will give
stress on cotlective func-
tioning.... We are all miss-
g Anil Biswas. But the
party has o propare for the
new situation aind contest
the elections,” Mr Biman
Bose. seated by his side,
preferred to remain silent.
Even  aftar repeated

l[‘iL LS R RIS .4“”\”‘

requests trom the electron-
ic media, he didn’t speak.

In the afternoon, the
CPI-M top brass and senior
Left Front leaders assem-
bled at Netaji Indoor
Stadium to pay homage to
Anil Biswas. But before the
huge crowd, that initially
went unruly and started
clapping at every
announcement  causing
cmbarrassment to the lead-
ers on the dais, the party
declared its first agenda —
that the seventh Left Front
has to come to power with a
thumping majority.

Mr Biman Bose, who
presided over the pro-
gramme, broke down for a
while but declared that the
party workers would have
to work hard to develop
“closer relations with the
people”.

Mr  Karat  spoke  of
Assembly polls in Kerala
andt Bengal. “The way he
{Biswas) prepared for the
notls it is now evident that
the Left Front will come
back to power. This will be
ot biggest tribute 1o Anil™
But it was Mr Bhatt-
acharjee who once again
made his point. “Our party
faces an uphill talk... This
clection has to be won”.



forer weamret: B 1 @i
T T=AE 27 A 297 T
frrem, wal bed (@Y (T9TE |
W& fwem oW A T @
9l gee R gt frres
SRR G FTee Sifers
RAe @ ey el A (HE
ATFIZ e [ SIS
oA o Wiy e
ARG T 9 7CS Ata)
AT bR o (@FEn
ffea 23St Fees @ 2PE
HEG 7|

SRS CASIARE A THTE
FSTET AN (IS 39 I
e NBe W ] gEre -
N - FeE
wwged 2@ SofEm vy
agaa Riwaqa ST 3%-
feomaa ewgrd  SfNEE
e g 2w 9 A
ol Tolim wlve wFE A
2fewraig Teaniesa 99, (o
(A, T AT, JE @ A
“TF AR 9O A
we) Fta wiel AT 9FY
reW BO®|  WEERN AE
AHATE AFFIAAZ T PTG B
FrAfEre | Rl AT T mE
R AGFAN QI GFF ARE
qerdl (2 MH (@ TR
AR qley FwSE A
Ty (ST 3% QM GTE, OIS
@FF W A, REEIRE
FE FF Q3 w3 TEI IWCHE
a3 gt faceta, wis ois awg
Feol wla o gl wee
G AT A (T AT w1

QAT FEIA T FIHA
TAE  GPH FIR6D
EoifRfere WmaeR (d0F
re i Zo7ee faseRge
<113 W[ FCAA THTAA | S
e 30 [WENa | el

APRCE RV | OFNT (Ol ErEIT S [T Fob199 qqp | — T 77

ceifedlq 9o, < e [eE
TSI oz 7ra | g EiveE
TS ST Fe FICE (A
fers AT Ae FEGE
e YA Rmaga T
oW FICSL T NG AWE
HHE Wl WG IEA| o0
AeAfre T99E IFA AIEW,
Ay ANHoT  GIRTIA
srAe AHEN| WA I
FAEH 8 BT TS (FHE
5 F AeF IIF T wwl
@9 Terg o i)”
FHlad e Mdfaria afsf
5B Tan smren e )
g Fesoraa FIT B [ANAY
FYGE © qICSd A TE 99w

it Fifd Ficerae (fE qrace
A @ IR JF-AwATE 9T
ST e et | fifew Asiica
s afsfm wfemga e
GICAGA FACHN | 93 A
RTS8 %I 8 WFeis (IR A
FY TS 24|

BITR A I SIS WA (AP
wHE FE AR @RNER
966 @Gire A Flw smre
A0S I HAQTE | e T4
qRF [FoF G O} WIETR A
@39 © Wi | A A6 3 4R
JIHTHA (G ~ICw JCACRA
g Frelke FReE aw
“fyarrg M ©lg AR oE)
Brfslamm e GTeren IR

R ageaen | w7 FAFIEA
NS FARCR (7@ 241 99
(NG QY Y0 AGTE ¢ T
MEUR (FLA NG 32 4551
TG ]l R A

ste offs qwra fqfen zmr*"
O SEFAS!, (FENE (WE
T Speife Al ‘J'NT*'TTBJP? EYR
({7 YA TFIa FACe 4l
A7 WACE ANCE TR Wiae
s | @3 (TOIHA AT
FirgE MW SEce | w4
YEe iz FE A N
IR R (B ACEC R AR
Afafafoa 578 zra o s e
RulaE  srwe  Yq €abl |
AR T A

G5 7 TG NI

Wﬁ%aﬁ \?ﬂsﬁcm

g IR (g (e
T}S\ lW o

295 A

ya80 HIEI > G
FerorE AAfenty o
AR R s

Fwarel  [aRmieR
HeT 2R #iCT SET

ﬁw SR acd SO,
@:s% me@cﬂmw
3o g S T

s FpER’| Ry e
SR W a9 a4 d HIE, ﬁvﬂw

et ofa wpferceem 2CS @RFele
ZeT T AGICIH] ZHH | S5¢Y
e Aia T | A S
wfcn g frar e I
oS! e Tofs i AR

T creIaEa 7Z Ao
q—.uvﬂf%wm

s A SRS

ﬂ-npm@éﬁa AW, Savre HLE
@am  fla L AR
GIERISIERLGIES! Sabb AE
T i FLATHI 2005 AT
GRS
m| 2;1—‘6 MY @WT@
S]]

araEeiEEe  afenrst AW Feiiuras eFIfERe e 2!

Anap Al ,{*: e

Faliirm



r ae 2000

WW

IAC)

T

\9‘\%?[@57{

p\

ﬁmaﬁﬂff—cﬁ

TAGHIS: (@
Wﬁswmrﬁw
e qfar coreeet a1, Raiesrerg g3y
HESF T FAZ TR O TS
) @3 frary B men wx
FYHES| ARYR WA R
UG INFTHR (05 G
TR | ff Raerer
fffsta o Regz wies) ArETTeln
ce% 51 5 @1 o INTFHE
SHECe @ METE!

FREAE -7 QFifge s
we s a-ei@ el
o facaren @3z B B amwm
iree Rurareats ol (ot
A0 TR eitfE et )
wfee Rt o5d ST 8y WHIF
Tz fRyeery ‘@
piiclcie st N ey sic R L]
| R foerme wfeiew
o i TRl IR, JE=y
' g, A @ wee! AETen
3L 37 (Si6 (FeTR Wiewom iy
1 B v Raasa @9 sima
(S5 72 FACEH!, BIF ATEA 7 3
Q¥ (FOIFA IR W2

RAeRg 3@ e, “B ot
GNE @6 REfloe I
(o5 I ATFR ([ (T
| @ F[E [aeeTei
73 MHeRS @S @5 frre
. T 20ACR) T8 TG = weea
LR A TR RN
- T, *TE T IR (U
AT TOITE TR SR
S «ifawe w=

B 191 g fom faraesa it
GRS T ifee 20E, @

o1 T R 3em, “ofan
CSis SR (H(I G SCACH|
= FA0IT 93 oA rArRi”
Rt BiEs M-coez & v
Ty ol 93 FIS FAEH?
fanrarg 1w, “9 e e
J71 129, BB (oiraees, 95
R (olbe GFmm T
s ZCaTR|” 7He 18 AAeA2
Ry AT st csbe
efiw e Afes e o7 T
5 @ e Rt aidf

TS A RYdTa Wy
(T TSGR FASTE HT
e, RSTR ST WA | g
(e BRG e Wres elrew
YATSIE! P 2 @ A
Fam el FS NG
st it “ita = aifes 90w,
*HTCHT PR O TS (GLATE
FRGE 7T TgR/

@ fres, @ faw ey [ @ 54
wlme @-Fdoa TwigE A
AT T (T e
TR (T2 A AT T
SRSTRXFIAR AN (FES
TR A weel {7 @ #-a
ey Felofs wase w93
CATENG 2 T |

1 1 g 9w a5 (BRiTm)-
97 el fes sime q 4
B0 | Tamea Wi A O @ B
St 330 8 AfFme IAfws
FAE, TR RefEs v o
wifita I 3, WRBGR
T ATFRE AT TS
Tvcag qrel LA Tww-ag aiw
oz 31 194 @




2 8 mpR 2008

THE TC

/

chooses
Biswg&g ?
successor

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, March 27: On Fri-
day, the CPM will announce
its secretary in Bengal to take
the place of Anil Biswas who
died yesterday.

After Biswas’s body was
donated to a medical college in
a huge procession from the
Bengal party headquarters in
Alimuddin Street, general sec-
retary Prakash Karat said the
state committee would elect
the new leader on that day.

“The sole agenda for Fri-
day’s state committee meeting
is to elect our new secretary,”
Karat said. The party’s central
committee and politburo will
have a joint session before the
state committee meeting.

Sitaram Yechury, a polit-
buro member, revealed at
the party office that the new
secretary had already been de-
cided, which means ratifica-
tion by the state committee isa
formality.

Party sources said the
CPM secretariat, the highest
decision-making body at the
state level which usually*
meets every Friday, will putdts
seal of approval on Biswas’s
successor at its morning ses-
sion. The state committee
meeting will follow.

A week ago, the leadership
had announced through Karat
that chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee and
politburo member and Left
Front chairman Biman Bose
would together guide the
party into the Assembly elec-
tions, starting April 17.

Observers said the annou-

Bose and Sen

ncement itself was almost a
certain indication that the po-
litburo had more or less decid-
ed on the successor but chose
tokeep quiet as it was still hop-
ing for Biswas’s recovery.

By putting Bose in joint ch-
arge of the party’s election ef-
fort, it had indicated its choice.
At the time, it had seemed the
party would wait until after
the polls to name a successor.

Today’s decision to annou-
nce one before then implies
that the leadership does not
want supporters to be burde-
ned with any confusion. It had
sought to calm nerves immedi-
ately after Biswas suffered the
cerebral stroke by putting
Bhattacharjee and Bpse in
charge and has now taken care
of any residuary jitters.

A condolence meeting for
Biswas at Sahid Minar to be
held on the same day will see
the party unveil its new secre-
tary before the faithful. Since
the party always moves in a
ritualistic fashion, it is diffi-
cult to look beyond Bose as
successor, though Nirupam
Sen, the industries minister, is
an equally strong choice.

Apart from the fact that the
party has already put him in
joint charge of the polls, Bose
is the seniormost politburo
member after Jyoti Basu and
Citu leader Chittabrata Ma-

jumdar: Besides, he has always
been an organisation man.

Sen, too, was immersed in
organisation before being plu-
cked out to head the key min-
istry. But because his role in
the government is so impor-
tant the party might not want
to disturb him.

M See Page 13
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- TIMELINE

1944 Born in Karimpur, Nadia

.t d .
g . f d
‘ b . , , 1962 Joined students’
m rl s . = R v ; i ' ¢ movement ¢
, - " ' - 1963 Led students’

"“demonstration in

Krishnagore, injured in
police firing

1964 Graduation in political
THEY HAD been dreading this momeny for " science (honouss) from
the past eight days. When it finally cayne on Krishnanagar
Sunday evening, CPI(M) cadres weretoo Government College
overcome with grief to even raise slogans : : ! z o :
for comrade Anil Biswas. . i .- 1965 Joined CPI(M)

The sadness, tinged with worry, among o Arrested & imprisoned
workers outside Woodlands Nursing Home - for 11 months
took little time to grip the party’s state . o .
headquarters at 33, Alimuddin Street. - 1966 MA in palitical science

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, March 26

The four-storeyed building was crowded, . - [ ; SR V) -+ from Calcutta Unwersity _

but silent. A hush had descended upon all the i : e y 1 1959 Became CRIMY
rooms where office-bearers and party leaders ™ : :

huddled together. The silence was broken
only by the occasional arrival of senior lead-
ers such as Speaker Hashim Abdul Halim,
transport minister Subhas Chakrabarty and
finance minister Asim Dasgupta.

Office-bearers Sarbani, Prabir and Babu, : ‘ : » ' . 4y Becam CPKM) State ’

who had worked closely with Biswas, stood i . . wmmm memhe
with stunned looks on their faces. Sarbani, £ : ’ |
Biswas’ personal assistant who used to be
constantly by his side, stood next to his
leader’s portrait outside the building. When
approached for comments, he said: “Please
don’t ask me anything. I'm not in a mood to
talk about my days with Anilda.” Prabir,
who used to serve tea to Biswas during meet-
ings and Babu, Biswas’s office secretary, too,
shied away frowrthe flashbulbs.

A party worker pointed out to his com-
rades that the absence of the leader’s Am-
bassador in the building’s parking lot
seemed to tell that he would never come here
again. To many, the white Ambassador,
number WB 02 P 700, parked there was an
assurance that all was okay with Biswas at
the helm of affairs. .

At the nursing home, a host of leaders ar-
rived to pay their last respects to Biswas.
Governor Gopal Krishna Gandhi, chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, party lead-
ers Rabin Deb and Subhas Chakrabarty, CP1 THI stery 15T AN T u—s
party secretary Manju Majumdar and mayor Mo Valdu i Duvid
Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharyya were among
them. So were Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee, Union defence minister
Pranab Mukherjee and Congress leaders
Soumen Mitra and Pradip Bhattacharjee.

Buddhadeb Bhattacherjee’s wife Meera,
daughter Suchetana and Chakrabarty’s wife
Ramola were also present. Left Front chair-
man Biman Bose was there at the nursing
home since morning with Biswas’s wife
Gita, daughter Ajanta and her husband
Pushpasaurav.

As night fell, hundreds of supporters
gathered at Peace Haven on Rafi Ahmed
Kidwai Street, where the party state sec-
retary’s body was brought for embalming.

Even there, supporters gathered to mourn
their leader, carrying two red flags. It was
only after the body arrived in a hearse

that some of the supporters raised slogans,
albeit muted.

fi

Kolkata: To advertise call
033 2282 7315 /16 Fax: 033 2282 7314

ASHOK NATH DEY/HT

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT
Clockwise from left: An empty corridor at Alimuddin Street;

Subhas Chakrabarty’s wife Ramola and other party members

break down; Mamata Banerjee and Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee at
the nursing home on Sunday.



Battle without a General

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Mar. 26—
The sudden demise of Anil
Biswas, the chief strategist
of the CPI-M and Left
Front in the run-up to the
state Assembly clection is
considered by many in the
Left Front as the disap-
pearance of a General
when his army 1s facing a
crucial battle.

While the CPI-M leader-
ship today described his
death as an “irreparable an
grievous loss to the party”,
they were at pains to stress
on the “collective lcader-
ship™ in post-Biswas scc-
nario. apparently to keep
up the morals of the party
rank and file. But other
Left Front lcaders were
clearly perturbed over the
adverse impact of his
absence in the face of pres-
sures by both the Election

Commission and  the
Opposition, including
Maoists.

“He was loved by all. His
death is an irreparable loss

2 7 ik 7908

to the party.” former
chicf minister Mr Jyoti
Basu said. “Despite advice,
he  never took rest,”
recalled the party patriarch
in & personal note while
reflecting on the the physi-
cal and mental strains that
Biswas underwent to gear
the party up for the elec-
tion. He urged party men to
realise Biswas’s slogan of
returning the Left Front for
the seventh time with a big-
ger mandate. While late
Pramode Dasgupta
groomed Anil Biswas as
well us Biman Bose and
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
as new generation leaders
of the partv and the govern-
ment respectively, it was
Mr Basu who lent his
weight to Biswas’s elevation
as the party’s state commit-
tee seeretary in 1998, The
three leaders, all products
of student movements and
food movement in the six-
ties, came to be known as
the triurnvirate ruling the
government and the party
after the retirement of Mr
Basu

With the demise of

Biswas, two othcrs have
been given the joint respon-
sibility of steering the party
and the Front through the
turmoil of polls. Eventually.
Mr Biman Bose is likely to
take over as the party secre-
tary.

“Even if it is an irrepara-
ble loss, our party will risc
to the occasion on the
strength of collective lead-
ership and win the polls,”
said mayor Mr Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya. But
Left allics. CPI state secre-
tary Mr Manju Majumder
and RSP veteran Mr Kshiti
Goswami, were clearly
shaken. "His departurc at
this crucial hour is a huge
loss  to us, saild Mr
Majumdar. Mr Goswami
said: “Anil babu’s persua-
sive personality and politi-
cal clarity was instrumental
in maintaining the Left
Front unity. We lost our
General before the battle
began.”

The CPI-M Politburo
mourned his “untimely
death”. “He was a leader
who enjoyed the confi-

’ r‘/\/\

/

dence of the partv ﬁt dll lev-
els in the state. It was duc
to his untiring efforts.
which took a toll on his
health, that the CPI-M
state unit occupies the
pride of place in the party.”
it said. Lok Sabha Spcaker
Mr Somnath Chatterjee
recalled Biswas™ organising
ability as “unmatched™.
“With his amiable disposi-
tion and concern for com-
mon people. he had earned
the respect of all.”™ he
added.

Trinamul Congress chief
Miss Mamata Banerjec
said: “Even if he was our
political opponent. we arc
saddened by his death and
convey our sympathies to
his family and party.”

Defence minister Mr
Pranab Mukherjee said
that Biswas's death “has
created a void in state poli-
tics™. Mr PR Das Munsi.
Union minister of parlia-
mentary affairs said: “We
were friends during our
university days. I share the
grief with the members of
his family.”
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All’s well tha
. ends well “¢

F ollowing the decision of the Polit Bureau of the

P

\,‘l

Communist Party of India (Marxist) to let the
Leader of the Opposition in Kerala, V.S. Achutha-
nandan, contest the Assembly election, the Left
Democratic Front will have an undisputed, if not formally
announced, Chief Ministerial candidate in the poll cam-
paign. Keeping in mind the popular upsurge in favour of the
83-year-old Marxist leader, the Polit Bureau reversed the
earlier decision not to include him in the candidates’ list,
thus bringing to an end inner-party strife on the leadership
question. With this contentious issue out of the way, the
LDF can now put its best foot forward and wage an offensive
campaign against the Congress-led United Democratic
Front. Mr. Achuthanandan was the party’s Chief Ministerial
candidate in 1996, when he lost in Mararikulam constitu-
ency, and again in 2001, when the LDF lost the election. To
deny him a seat this time would have amounted to lending
credence to rumours that his defeat in Mararikulam was the
result of an inner-party conspiracy. A leader of peasants and
backward classes with a clean image, Mr. Achuthanandan is
seen as a member of the old guard of the CPT (M). Often, in
his public stance on developmental issues, he has come
through as an old-fashioned organisation man out of touch
with the demands of a modernising economy. This cost him
support among his party colleagues who feared he might
turn out to be a liability in governance. Factional differences
at the top, to which Mr. Achuthanandan contributed fierce-
ly, and a reputation for ruthlessness aggravated matters.
But the old warrior has shown himself to be a stickler for
party discipline for all the raucous street protests of his
supporters and the groundswell of popular sympathy. Not
surprisingly, the Polit Bureau seemed happy enough to over-
rule the original decision that was shaped by a decisive
majority in the party’s State Secretariat and among the
Kerala contingent in its Central Committee. The CPI1 (M) is
known to close ranks once a final decision on any issue is
taken, no matter how fierce the debate that preceded it. The
decision to field Mr. Achuthanandan is certain to galvanise
both its ranks and its popular support base across the State.
The Congress managed to strike a desperate alliance with its
breakaway group, the Democratic Indira Congress (Karu-
nakaran), but this is unlikely to shorten the huge lead the
LDF has built over the UDF in the past few years and
demonstrated so powerfully in May 2004. As a clumsy com-
prormise, the Congress gave in to the DIC (K) demand that it
be permitted to contest on its own symbol. In return the
Congress wanted an assurance that the DIC (K) would
merge with it after the election. Such non-binding assur-
ances are next to meaningless. Besides a galvanised opposi-
tion, the UDF will have to live, w1th unreliable allies in the
corning election.
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- Biswas still
critical after
o second®

~operation’

KOLKATA, March 19, —

P1-M state secrctary Mr
Anil Biswas, who sufferced
a massive haemorrhage in
the brain last night, under-
went a second operation
tonight and his condition
remained critical. He s
stili ur conscious.

According to a state-
ment issued by the medical
bourd attending on Mr
Biswas. he “underwent an
cmergency brain opera-
tion tc remove the clot. He
has bzen kept on a life
support system from the
time of admission.” A
medical team reviewed his
condition this morning.
Anotter CT scan was car-
ricd out.

According to the doc-
tors, Mr Biswas’s left side
has developed paralytic
svmptoms  and  he  has
been put on a ventilator.
My Biswas, with a histon
of kidney-related ailments.
is stated to be suffering
from ~enal fatiure. Doctors
fecared that even if he did
survive, the severe damage
to his brain was likely to
aitect his normal life,

While the chicf ministe:
was coaspicuous by his
absenice, his wife Mrs
Meera Bhattacharjec
spent  hours with Mr
Biswas's family members.
CPM general secretary Mr
Prakash Karat, Mr
Sitaram  Yechuri, Mrs
Brinda Karat and a host of
ruling and Opposition
party leaders were among
those who visited the nurs-
ing home. — SNS
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Biswas cntlcal CPM
holds emerge hcy meet

CPM’s West Bengal unit secretary suffered cerebral attack

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KOLKATA.MARCH 19

PI(M) West Ben-
gal state commiit-
tee held an emer-
gency meeting this
morning to review the situa-
tion arising out of the
critical condition of

the Marxists out of power,

the party’s state sec-
retary Anil Biswas
who underwent a
brain surgery after
suffering a cerebral
attack last night.

Party sources said
the Biswas’s condi-
tion remained criti-
cal and the doctors
conducted a CT scan andkept
him under observation for 72
hours in the ICU of a city nurs-
ing home.

Veteran Marxist Jyoti Basu,
Chief Minister Buddhadev
Bhattacharya and senior party
leaders attended the meeting
cancelling all poll pro-
grammes. The meeting was
believed to have discussed
who would lead the party in
the coming polls in view of
Biswas’ illness.

According to informed
sources, CPI(M) Politburo

members Sitaram Yechury

and Brinda Karat would be
arriving today to visit the ail-
ing leader. After the meeting,
Basu said Biswas was not
well. He said the doctors con-
ducted a scan and would
soon issue a medical bulletin
on his condition.

The 61-year old Biswas,
whowas scheduled toleave for
Malda to attend a party reet-
ing last night, felt uneasy in his
residence and was rushad to
the nursing home in the
evening.

Meanwhile, the CPI(M)
Politburo member Biman

20 mpp i

Arun Jaitley.

Congress lobs ball into Trinamool's court

NEW DELHI: The Congress has stepped up
pressure on Trinamool Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee for a tie-up in West Bengal telling her
to decide by tomorrow whether she was ready
to align with it in the Assembly polls to throw

“We cannot be party to any Front in which the
BJP is a constituent. Mamata has to
decide whether she wants to fight
the Marxists or the Congress. We are determined to fight
the Marxists. Banerjee has to decide whether she wants a
secular Front,” AICC general secretary Margaret Alva said.

Throwing the ball in the Trinamool Congress’ court, Alva
said time was short as the Congress screening committee
for scrutiny of candidates would start its work tomorrow.
Alva, who is in-charge of party affairs in West Bengal, said
Mamata has to decide whether she wants to “go with
three per cent vote of the BIP or 20 per cent vote of the
Congress. Timé is running out. She cannot biame us later.

.| She has held talks with the Trinamool Congress leader at least twice
during the past month, but the issue of alliance had failed to materi-
alise due to several reasons, including Mamata’s party being a part of
the BP-led NDA. Alva’s statement came a day after the Trinamool Con-
gress and the BJP failed to reach an understanding on seat-sharing de-
spite a lengthy meeting between Banerjee and BJP general secretary

—PT!

Bose said Biswas’ condition,
though critical, was stable.

Bose said doctors had con-*

ducted a CT scan and re-
moved a blood clot in a suc-
cessful surgery.

He said Biswas was pre-oc-
cupied with party work and at-
tended many meetings oh Sat-
urday and was scheduled to
leave for Malda. But he felt

uneasy at his residence and
doctors found his blood pres-
sure very high.

He was immediately taken
to a city nursing home, he said,
adding the doctors were doing
their best.

To aquestion Bose said that
Biswas’ scheduled political
programmes would be shared
byotherpartyleaders. -

INL
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schedule: CP1 (M) o

‘Congress blames it on law and order

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: The election schedule
for West Bengal was unprece-
dented, Senior Polit Bureau
member of the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) Anil Biswas
said here on Wednesday.

Though the party feels it “un-
necessary...we have no difficulty
[with the decision],” he said.

The Election Commission de-
cided on a single-day polling in
Tamil Nadu because all political
parties there wanted it so.

“I do not know whether other
political parties were consulted
[in West Bengal], but we were
l not,” he said.

Trinamool Congress leader,
' Mamata Banerjee, said: “We
welcome the announcement and
we shall abide by the guidelines
and directives issued by the
. Commission.” She appealed to
| the Commission to ensure ‘a
clean voters’ list.” “The polls be-
gin two days after the Bengali
New Year and I am hopeful that
the new year will usher in a
change of Government,” she
said.

f
T

e())"ﬁ

Anil Biswas

The State Congress leadership
feels that the Election Commis-
sion might have decided on a
phased polling owing to “the de- |
plorable law and order situation
and the need for time for the
deployment of paramilitary
forces.”

EC prerogative !
Party general secretary Manas | ¢
Bhuniya said, “It is the prerog- | 1
ative of the Election Commis- |
sion to decide on the dates.”




Left assails

i

Centre’s claims
on growth . -

Continues tirade against policies o \ -

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Tuesday continued with their
offensive against the policies of
the Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment charging that “economic
growth does not mean economic
development.” The debate also
witnessed brief skirmishes be-
tween the Left and the Congress.

Plight of masses

Participating in the resumed
discussion in the Lok Sabha on
the motion of thanks to the Pres-
ident’s address, C.K. Chandrap-
pan of the Communist Party of
India, said despite the claims of
the Government, India has
slipped in the human develop-
ment index. He said even now
some 233 million people in the
country remain hungry; four
million were unemployed and 16
crore families had a wage lower
than Rs. 3 a day. Though not
comparable, a cow in the United
States gets feed worth a mini-
mum of $ 2, he said.

Criticising the address for be-
ing silent on several issues such
as land reforms, women'’s reser-
vation bill and commitment to
provide minimum wages to agri-
cultural workers, Mr. Chandrap-
pan termed the Government’s
record as “dismal” in the con-
duct of foreign policy.

The President’s address made
no mention of land reforms, he
said, adding that only the Left
parties-run State Governments
had a good record on this count.
Similarly, he sought to know the
Government’s commitment in
enacting reservation for women
in legislatures and Parliament.

‘When BJP member Kharabe-
la Swain rose to state that the
Left parties had given tickets to
just 11 women among 294 candi-
dates for the West Bengal As-
sembly polis, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi could
not suppress a smile,

Minimum wages bill

Reacting to his charge that the
Government had not moved for-

o India has sfipped kn
human development
index: CPI

« Government's record
“dismal” in foreign
policy

ward on legislation to provide
minimum wages for farm work-
ers, Minister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs B.K. Handique
said the Government planned
to bring a bill for unorganised
workers in the second part of
the Budget session.

Adhir Chowdhury (Con-
gress) attacked the Left parties

and charged that the approach |

in West Bengal was different
than that at the Centre. Kirip
Chaliah (Congress) criticised
the BJP for attempting to raise
divisive issues and said its hope
to cash in on differences be-
tween the Congress and the Left
would be dashed.

In'the Rajya Sabha, C. Rama-
chandraiah (Telugu Desam)
cautioned the Government on
the Sixth Pay Commission, say-
ing that the State Government
had yet to recover from the im-
pact of the previous commis-
sion.

Domestic consumption

Expressing concern over the
leapfrog growth of the services
sector compared to the manu-
facturing sector, he said unless
the economic condition of the
common people improved they
cannot utilise the services. “Let
domestic consumption take
precedence over the export
market,” he said.

He criticised the foreign pol-
icy and said the Government
had moved away from the non-
aligned policy of Jawaharlal
Nehru and closer to the United
States. He also raised the re-
moval of Mani Shankar Aiyar
from the Petroleum Ministry
and wanted to know if it was
linked to pressure from the
United States. \
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Left Won’t _support -

New Delhi: Angry over voting
with the US on Iran and imple-
mentation of economic policies,
the Left parties on Monday con-
veyed their “deep concern” to the
UPA government and will decide
after March 6 their further strate-
gy after the next vote in JAEA but
ruled out supporting any no-con-
fidence motion in Lok Sabha
CPM, which heads the Left con-
glomeration that lends crucial
outside support to the UPA gov-
ernment, also said the Left parties
were for a third alternative that
would keep out Congress and BJP,
Participating in the UPA-Left
coordination committee, which
met amidst the current chill in
their ties, the Left parties made it
clear to PM Manmohan Singh and
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
that they will hold discussions
with non-BJP parties on Irar and
FDI in retail and raise them in-

CPM leader Prakash Karat & CPI
leader A B Bardhan addressing
media after the UPA-Left
coordination committee meeting

side and outside parliament.

CPM general secretary
Prakash Karat, however, told a
press conference at his party
headquarters after the meeting
that there was no question of
moving or supporting any no-con-
fidence motion against the gov-
ernment, which the Samajwadi
Party has threatened to table.

FM P Chidambaram said “the

anti-trust vote in LS
af e %trategyzlftm md;aé

't 1 Vote

Left leaders have made it clear that
they are not contemplating either
moving or joining anything resem-
bling a no-confidence motion in
Parliament.” Indicating their cur-
rent low ties, the joint press confer-
ence by ministers and Left leaders
was dispensed with after Monday’s
meeting. Flanked by other Left
leaders, including CPI general sec-
retary A B Bardhan and Abani Roy
of RSP, Karat said the government
sought the Left support on the pas-
sage of legislation in the Parlia-
ment as they could not do without
the Left support and on other mat-
ters, they go ahead without heed-
ing to the concerns of the Left.

He said the Left parties had
submitted 19 written notes to the
coordination committee on a
whole range of issues. “Overall
assessment is that the exercise is
not as productive as it should
have been,” he said. agencies




ran to figure
at panel meet

Statesmun News Service

NEW DELHI, Feb, 12, —-
The UPA-Left coordina-
tion committee is meeting
here tomorrow  amid
reports of cracks devefop-
ing in relations between the
Congress and Left parties,
with the CPI-M  today
decluring its resolve to form
« “third alternative™ in the
“near future”. Relations
betweert them have soured
over Iran and other issues
lthe modernisation of Dethi
and Mumbai airports and
FDLin retail trade.

Barely a day after the
Samajwadi Party chiet, Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav, met
the  TDP  chiet,  Mr
Chandrababu Naidu, and
the CPI-M general secre-
tary. Mr Prakash Karat, the
Marxist party today said it
was tying its best 0 work
out & third alternative.

Addressing a public rally
n Guwahati, Mr Karat said
oroposals in this regard had
dready  been sent 1o
dewrocratic and  seeular”
forees in the UPA, although
e refrained from naming
any party. Till a third front
i~ formed, the CPI-M
would like the Congress-
fed UPA government to
continue, he added. The
CPE on the other hand,
promised not to rock the
UIPA boat.

Given the escalating ten-
sion on India’s vote against

Teheran’s NPT

commitment

TEHERAN, Feb. 12— lran
affirred its commitment to
the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty today, a day after its
hardine President issued a
veiled threat to withdraw
from the pact. inspectors
from the UN nuclear
watchdog agency,
meanwhile, began a mission
to learn just what controls
remain on nuclear sites and
equipment after Teheran
ended all but minimum
cooperation. Foreign ministry
spokesman Mr Hamid Reza
Asefi also urged a peaceful
solution to the dispute over
his country’s nuclear
programme. — AP

Details on page 2
the  Iran nuclear  pro-
srarnme  and issues like

FDL in retail and aieport
odernisation. fOmMorrow’s
co0 dimaton comnuttee
mecting is bkely o be a
stormy affair. The Left par-
HOS dndve oot vocal over
these issues, with the CPI-
M deciding to put the gov-
ernment Uin the dock™ and
foree it 1o its knees™ m the
Budget session of
Parliament beginning 16
February.

Mrs Brinda Karat. CPI-
M Politburo member and
MP, told reporters in
Ranchi today that the party
wouald wait till 6 March for

taking any decision against
the UPA government. The
party leaders have warned
the Centre that relations
between the government
and the Left will worsen if
India votes against Iran at
the decisive 6 March IAEA
meeting.

The Lett has announced
a “common understand-
ing” with the Samajwadi
Party on lran and other
issucs. even as the SP
backed by the TDP. has
proposed to move d no-
confidence motion in the
Budget session on the
Iran affair.

The CP1 general secre-
tary, Mr AB Bardhan, said
in Bangalore that despite
the UPA  government’s
“violation™ of the common
minimum programme
(CMP). the Left parties
would let it complete its
term since a mid-term elec-
tion was not the solution.
The Left will, however.
keep the government under
pressure. he added.

After its Politburo meet-
ing last weck the CPI-M
has asked other Left par-
ties to review their rela-
tionship with the Congress-
led government,

The Congress and the
UPA government  arce
downplaying the Left's
threats, maintaining that
contentious issues have

always becn  resolved
through dialogue and
discussions.



[

“G’\/‘ 3
o b))

el
\GI<
SRR

3=
-A%)
SfTwIq

LG I

orar

NEfe]

RO Gl e ﬁz@\m’
YA A AT Ft F0gw

3
i

AW
R IUERR

T AR 3 @,

WW o gl
(olbrsy
ETic
freFa

AR (CSloTS

s3]

UG ESICCE T Z I
F‘W @ B fe (&FG

ot wizram ot o

> T 9
wifwram
T f
(157

ElSjo 8 Bletil

BUige] KOb BBk Bk K5 o) ki 151G Bldu lejb BlQ
5 lo) 2% klle BloBiok b bz | RN bl HEDY
LGB b5 Q] 25 gBlikdd) G5 Qb 2 Dbl
SQlie L) 99 bf b2 b} Ml FRbISE 26 Witk
e SMIBIL] SOOI Jole BENDBI B o) BE ‘bl
1% S| IBlealls Qllel@le Lol | blelta BIdz| ille 5100
ZS I o] 2 b} G5 | eIl [ealkedlrele lhot) BOIte
fwidb] BTN Mlcske (i SOllaflle 5 SOk
‘SUNBY e BIBIGR ik BUl 2ds) Bles BEIbBle
g?@kwﬁﬂﬁ%&@r@#%ﬁﬁ%

“

Blelin L)z lis %&E WEE& - tezliensle AR w_w,
|2 Blble) plelbilin A BORY Qs 35 BSlels

Y Ft_@\ [T
Bapblbl Bdlelle 35 kB bk
S S|kl 15000 lBmie i
Lo IO | bells B Bl KB
1Brie lolndlialbls (BIIb] LB LOIR
Btk BBIgle @BlE Bwb RE
fello sails ljuib| Bllei 1529k ‘(e
BAIGIQIAT Bte] 1257 | shille 3D 2l
Bl e | 7l Zike BIS Weele | 2R
it [Ab Bk fHiiole Bidllele

Fta o, s
AT Dre A

R\?KL‘"\J%

A
fog

wfEq
TheTy
UN|

©

2} Co1T% TN
B e

ST I | AgeARS e
(PIE (AN ez fag

3T b1 g @
S Frerae Fig
1

&

R

e
TN Wa o w
TS

g

Refrem aizm

97 | & w5 5

Hg

AR T F0F A RaA

A2
et

SR e
7% S e | 3
17,
7 fas By

SIrE
S 119 0 ot s g a3
XN YA Tae

T
Liktaa i

GHT TR RIS

SrerEr A
e
TSI
f®
e I, ANl
iR
ez

framife,
i

1
1
i
1
]
)
1
i
1

f

| Bllolib BIIS. (k) “sbIBEL i bIBd (g eibibolt ¢ jvibiE
b bbilble Siitie bRl 55 bleiq | WElsk

ey Dlgile BRISIRA 12 Mmsilele “Sid 3z | BEID) zu:v&_

Diglg Dobic B Roor o

20 EEEW Bla 3e0iles by | bInls bills e
ey plislls pIRG Rl ik
lay B0l ‘pEAEN) EIlS | Al
Blema o) k) 8ke) wEil
o dele BiOizliof 2O|fdle o
U0 | el Bllo lad Susllc Blels
| dulodBiliels felfieln |B)0M] B9 5
@,ﬁ Balle wirlieBii B3l

N T 7

LoaboliadllG

Bulxlle | oz leqiledlin KOk 16 Z100e]

ARAIA AL

B | kil bulle 3k lelelofe bkl Ballls lalbiltelc
ZehE Bliele DB bR | elslle T $A 4 g

ale bl w2a ale@le a1 blod BIAkPld ke H5Rha
=i teeRn S T T

DIBIbsk LDb] A1) RDSb] BMISE kil BB Qi
R el [ROlE 1140 (10 SUBD Gl FLURGLUGR 1O bIRE
1 | 622 G018 kIR SRURE Miciic | S2BIbble b GDloA
Ledz BI5 Ledu] IR0 Kie BlbB|Mle bd) Al @ fls] ol
el B lelbnlie, kbl @Ik Bl | el lRlicltik
15 flein BikbdNk QY bIE DUlbble ek
Lﬁﬁ%mgvgﬁwq&_&l@% <<

! B B bW

1L 2t 2imie il

b $UBS) KB bl




\

Observers acting like
Opp agents: Ani

e

Referring to the obser-
vers’ recurrent visits, which
have already unearthed an
enormous number of bogus
and absentee voters in the
poll roll, a sarcastic Biswas
said the observers shouldn’t
blow government money on

HT Correspondent
Garbeta (Midnapore), Feb 11

THE POLL panel’s ob-
servers from Delhi have
overstayed their welcome
in Bengal as far as the
CPI(M) is concerned. The §
party, all praise until a few repeated trips. “Bengal is fa-
days ago for the observers’ . mous for its hospitality. Stay
efforts to ensure a fair poll B€7Lg(ll 8 here until the elections are
in the state, did a U-turn on 1. over; stay as long as you
Saturday, with state secre- f amou.sfo T Us like,” he said.
tary Anil Biswas accusing hOSpll‘allty. He also announced that
them of acting like election Stau here the state CPM would hold de-
agents of the Opposition ' y monstrations on March 1
parties. until the  and 2 in protest against US
“The opposition parties, lecti ambassador David C. Mulfo-
unfortunately, do not have elections are rd’s letter to Chief Minister
enough polling agents. The  gper; stay as Budhadeb Bhattacharjee
observers’ conduct would and President George W. Bu-
make you believe that they long as you  sps upcoming visit to India.
were here to fill the vacan- like “Mulford should be recal-
cies. Wherever they are go- | led. He had no business wri-
ing, they are taking the me- ) ting this indecent letter to
dia along — tc derive publicity our chief minister,” Biswas said. He
mileage,” Biswas said. He was ad- warned the Centre that it would face
dressing the 30th conference of the aserious consequence unless it chan-
SFI in West Midnapore. ged its policy on Iran by March 6.
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-~ Raising Iran pitch, CPM wams UPA:

will put you in dock if y

BIDYUT ROY

KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 10

FINDING the platform of
the UPA-Left coordination
commitee not of much use,
CPI(M) politburo has decided
to take on the Congress-led
government both in Parlia-
ment and also on the streets

Politburo wants a House Gebate on L . 'd's ¢*and on Tehrai

u préss ahead

vember last year to the UPA—
Left coordination committee

“ on the issue of FDI in retail.

But the government did not
give any response whereas the
Cabinet has okayed 51 per
cent FDI in reatail for singlc
brands,” Karat said, adding
that the party will garner sup-
port from other political
partis s, tradess ond mes-

ont Iran, FDLin retall agd pri- chants O{gams§t?()ns‘tf) p’u: :f:
o e -drts' litburo to the Security Council.” March-6 IAEA board meet- a};x effccit:g reslstg?:; Séri, t;ﬂ
Aftt'er ttt‘(?dt:;V \ p:rytyp?general Karat said at the end of the m%, Karatsaid. theoer. Zest(())ftco w 5 F]I))I,
g::eltﬁgy Pral};;sh Karat also  Politburu meeting }}lxere. “The 0 ;Zerf};ar‘;ﬁ E?rslscf:ess;f o ;: e e e PIMaid
i i ohan Singh govern- a 2
- gPI(Mt?lwmponl}i;;Sa% ;;igg i\n/l:rlllt?as refused tgo heedpub-  government. And we ellepress tk{&:}ti tl;; ga]r;yh/lllgeRh;g tz;n 5
P these contermiousi ic opinion (on the Iranissue)  ourunhappinessovertheper-  wi the _
on“these oontentuloui lfsgfsl.)e lzilclg ﬁ);lr:iei(.“t parties have de-  formance of the Central gov- Samajwadi P;rtyafo;iz;tthesglclﬁ
putg;cgsgsl:?nn;’?rlﬁamemif cided to demand a debate in le;rnmeng. Thtzl ;,:(f)tt é;;zrlt\}(e: thefr S?ggﬁrmu ED ntsuch
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- CPM warns UPA:
Will put you in dock

\
policies of the UPA governnle'nt. On US Ambas-
sador David Mulford’s letter to Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee on his comments on George Bush, Karat
said Mulford “should not be here anymore.” At a
press conference, Karat said “this letter reaffirms our
demand that Mulford should'be called back.”

He told the reporters that Bhattacharjee haswritten
to the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh pointing out
the anomaly in the US ambassador writing directly to
a chief minister, “The CM of West Bengal strongly
condemned Mulford’s letter in his missive to the
Prime Minister. The ambassador has breached cer-
tain norms by writing such a letter to a Chief Minis-
ter,” Karat said. “Mulford had no business writing
suchaletter directly to the Chief Minister,” he added.
The Left had earlier demanded Mulford ‘srecall over
his comment on India’s Iran vote. Bhattacharjee,

however, remainedsilent on the issue today.

The politburo meeting was centred on the forth-
coming Assembly polls in five states including West
Bengal and Kerala. The issue of tying up with former
Kerala CM K Karunakaran’s Democratic Indira
Congress (Karunakaran) remains unsettled, “Thisis-
sue will be finalised after having consultation with the
Kerala state unit of the party,” Karat said. Karat will be
in Kerala for holding discussions with the state unit on
February 16. Regarding Bengal, Karat said party has
finalised the candidates list for the Assembly poll.

——
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Kolkata arrport revamp
tops draft mamfesto |

Left turn gi es UP a brea*cher

Not right time to withdraw
support, says Prakash Karat
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EVEN BEFORE taking a formal decision, the CPI(M) on Thursday told its Left Front ally
Forward Bloc that there would be no boycott of the UPA-Left coordination committee
and no withdrawal of support from the UPA government at the Centre. Its argument: ex-
treme steps such as these were not essential since vociferous criticism of the UPA’s de-
viation from the common minimum programme is reaping rich dividends.

CPI(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat revealed the mood
of the politburo, which began its
two-day proceeding in Kolkata
from Thursday, to Forward Bloc
general secretary Debabrata
Biswas.

The two leaders met for half an
hour during lunch break after
which Biswas said, “The question
of withdrawing support or boy-
cott of coordination committee
meeting simply does not arise.
We’ll continue to oppose the UPA
government’s deviation from the
CMP. We're raising debates on
people’s issues and we have
gained from this.”

The CPI(M) pohtburo spent the
first day of its deliberations final-
ising its strategy, poll manifesto
and party candidates for the up-
coming Assembly elections in five
states. The contentious issues
such as airport privatisation, Iran
and Union budget would be taken
up on Friday.

The CPI(M) also gave indica-
tions that it was not keen on join-
ing hands with the Sama]wadl
Party in its move to bring a no-
confidence motion against the

government. While politburo member Sitaram Yechury said his party had not received
any such proposal from the SP, Biswas said, “As far as my knowledge goes, the SP has
not yet given a notice in the Parliament in this regard. If they do so, we will discuss.”

Indicating that the Left was planning to limit its protests against the Centre only to
the floor of the Parliament and agitation in the streets, the Forward Bloc leader said the
four Left parties would talk to the DMK, RJD and SP for effective floor coordination in
the budget session to protest the manner the Centre was taking crucial policy decisions
keeping the Parliament in the dark. In spite of majority of the politburo members in-
cluding Prakash Karat finally accepting the “Bengal-line” of avoiding direct con-
frontation with the Centre, signals emanated that dissenting voices would be heard
when issues such as airport privatisation and Iran are taken up for discussion.

SUBHANkAR CHAKRABORTY/HT
CPM leaders Erakash Karat, Buddhadeb Bhattacherjee and Jyoti Basu at the politburo meet in Kolkata.

promises mentioned in the manifesto.
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STRANGE THOUGH it may sound, the Left Front in West Bengal has begun pitching for
modernisation of the Kolkata airport in spite of its high decibel nationwide criticism
against private participation in modernisation of Mumbai and Delhi airports.
Stranger still, though the Left parties in Delhi have told the Centre that they would
accept modernisation of airports only if it was undertaken by the Airport Authority of

India and not by any private
agency, no such clause has been
added in case of modernisation of
the Kolkata airport.

In its draft manifesto prepared
by the Left Front for the ensuing
Assembly election, which will be
finalised during its meeting on
February 16, modernisation of
the Kolkata airport comes high on
its agenda. The draft has been
prepared by CPI(M) central com-
mittee member and state indus-
tries minister Nirupam Sen and
has been sent to other front part-
ners for approval.

Interestingly, Sen’s draft has
paid scant attention to stiff oppo-
sition recently expressed not only
by the CPI, RSP and the Forward
Bloc and the Opposition parties
but also from within the CPI(M)
against the proposed four-lane ex-
pressway to be built by the In-
donesian Salim Group linking
Barasat and Diamond harbour.

The manifesto said the express-
way would come up once the Left
Front returned to power and all-
weather roads would be con-
structed to link villages with the
proposed road.

The manifesto also expressed its resolve, in spite of stiff political opposition, to allow
acquisition of agricultural land for setting up industries and development of infra-
structure. It refused to guarantee alternative employment to farmers to be evicted in the
process but promised to look after them with compassion and importance.

CPI, RSP and Forward Bloc sources said they would raise their objections on con-
tentious issues but felt that the CPI(M) might not agree to amend the controversial

The election promises made in the manifesto incluge development of infrastructure
in West Bengal to make full use of the Centre’s “Look East” policy, setting up of a new
port capable of handling large cargo vessels; construction of new thermal power units
to increase generation by over 2000 MW within five years.
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Angry Left to

assess UPA

§ s,
X v

SAROJ Nagi ‘
New Delhi, February5 |

THE FOUR Left parties on
Sunday called for a debate in
Parliament on the Iran issue
ahead of the IAEA's “decisive”
meeting on March 6 while re-
iterating their demand that
the Centre should not be a par-
ty to any referral to the UN Se-
curity Council (UNSC). They
are also angry with the Man-
mohan Singh government’s
persistence with privatisa-
tion, particularly in the air-
ports being revamped, and
FDI in vital sectors.

At a meeting attended by
Prakash Karat, Sitaram
Yechury and M.K. Pandhe of
the CPM, A.B. Bardhan and
D. Raja of the CPI, Abani Roy
of the RSP and G. Devarajan
of the Forward Bloc, it was
decided that the time had
come to assess the Centre’s
policies, performance and di-
rection. The exercise will be
undertaken first by each par-
ty individually and then col-
lectively, possibly in the third
week of February.

Pending this exercise, Left
leaders have called off the Feb-
ruary 8 UPA-Left coordination
meeting (the next date will be
decided soon).

No one is talking about
withdrawing support to the
UPA yet. But the stock-taking
perhaps marks the Left’s
growing “poiitical” distance
from the UPA, with leaders
quick to deny that it was con-
fined to “soundbytes”. They
denied also that it was a gim-
mick in the backdrop of the

[

West Bengal and Kerala As-
sembly polls or meant to
camouflage their failure to
follow up on the warning of
“serious consequences” if
India voted against Iran.

“The assessment exercise
has to do with our image and
credibility We are disap-
pointed with the Singh gov-
ernment. Left-UPA relations
cannot be cordial if the Cen-
tre proceeds in the manner it
is doing,” said Devarajan.

With the Centre ignoring
their appeal on issues like
FDI, banking insurance, air-
port privatisation or Iran, Roy
was reportedly” apprehensive
that people would not believe
them. Raja summed up the
Left anger: “The UPA should
not take us for granted.”

Curiously, the demand for
appraising the Singh regime
came from the smaller Left
parties who called for “con-
crete action or a “strong sig-
nal” as the coalition seemed
to be taking them for granted.

The agenda for Sunday’s
meeting was Iran and airport
privatisation. But Devarajan
underlined the need to dis-
cuss other issues as well, his
demand for an assessment
finding support from others.

So far, the government has
been unfazed and is going
ahead with the modernisa-
tion of Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports. A day after the airport
strike ended, the government
issued letters of intent to the
successful bidders, GMR-Fra-
port and GVK-ACSA, inviting
them to sign agreements.

See Page 3
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Iran vowed to
continue both
nuclear negotiations
and cooperation
with IAEA. Foreign
minister Manuchehr
Mottaki (above)
said tran was still
willing to negotiate
and had not
adopted the policy
of estrangement

Washington
George W. Bush has
asked Iran to heed
the “clear message”
of the international
community by
suspending its
enrichment activity
and returning to
negotiations with
EU-3 (Britain,
France, Germany)
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Tehran to tarmac,

AIRPORT
STATUS
How did the strike end?

@ The government issued a
letter to formalise Friday’s
deal brokered by the PM

What did the employees
gain?

® An assurance that a pane!
will consider proposals for
modernising airports, such as
those in Calcutta and Chennai,
by the AAI. Job security in
Mumbai and Delhi will also

be discussed

Are airports back
to normal?

# Calcutta: All employees
resume work. Clean-up
begins. Equipment
maintenance also restarts
# Delhi: Limping back.
Clean-up starts and
trolleys resurface

® Mumbai: All employees
at work stations

IRAN MUDDLE

Who voted against iran?

® 27 of the 35 IAEA
members, including india,
Russia and China A

Who‘vo@ for iran?
®Cuba, Venezuela and Syria.
Five — Indonesia,

Algeria, Belarus, South Africa
and Libya — abstained

What will happen now?

® The Security Council will
have to wait for a month
before discussing punitive

E  measures

. How did Iran react?
E  ® |t has threatened to ban UN

inspection and resume

E enrichment of uranium

. !/ i
OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, Feb. 4: The air-
port ceasework has been
called off without achievi-
ng its original objective
and India has voted with
the US against Iran, mak-
ing it a Black Saturday for
the Left.

Smarting under the doub-
le biow, the Left leadership is
meeting tomorrow to discuss
the “future course” amid mu-
rmurs from at least one CPM
leader about the party’s sup-
port to the UPA government.

The agitation against priv-
ate companies being given the
dominant role in modernising
Delhi and Mumbai airports
ended after the government
formalised through a written
statement what had been agr-
eed upon after the Prime Min-
ister intervened yesterday.

The statement said a panel
would look into proposals for
modernising airports by'the
state-run Airports Authority
of India and address the issue
of job security.

The document did not na-
me any airport but it is assu-
med that the panel would deal
with proposals for Calcutta
and Chennai. This suggests
the modernisation of Delhi

- and Mumbai airports can go

ahead as sch-'duled unless
there is a legal intervention.

The formal announcement
of the end of the airport agita-
tion was almost simultaneous-
ly followed by news from Vien-
na that India voted with the
West to report Iran’s contro-
versial nuclear programme to
the UN Security Council.

With Russia and China ag-
reeing to vote with the US and
the West agreeing to dilute the
resolution by deferring a disc-
ussion on punitive measures

Left lashed

~tifl March, India had little

option but to go with the
majority.

*The Centre pointed out th-
at the sugar-coated deal had
actually helped Iran gain time
for negotiations. “Our vote in
favour of the resolution shou-
1d not be interpreted as in any
way detracting from the tradi-
tionally close and friendly re-
lations we enjoy with Iran,”
the foreign ministry said.

Although India had not
publicly declared which way it
would vote at the Vienna meet-
ing — The Telegraph had re-
ported on February 2 that Del-
hi was set to go with the US —
the government had tried to
cushion the blow during inter-
actions with the Left.

But the confluence of the
setbacks on airports and Iran
— by a coincidence because
the Vienna vote was delayed
and spilled over to Saturday —
seems to have rubbed more
salt into the Left's wounds.

The Left is seething but it
is unable to make up its mind
on how to take on the “secular
coalition”. “What can we do?”
asked a Left leader, pointing
out that extreme measures
like bringing the government
down would be self-defeating
as it would only help the BJP.

However, Bengal CPM chi-
ef Anil Biswas said in Calcut-
ta: “We have to think how long

-the Congress can enjoy our su-

pport.” The politburo will me-
et in Calcutta on February 9
and 10 to discuss the governm-
ent’s “deviations” from the co-
mmon minimum programme.

Sources in Delhi said, pus-
hed to the brink, the Left could
consider limiting its support
to the government on individ-
ual issues as it had done when
Narasimha Rao was in powy‘.
B See Pages 2 and 6 V4
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OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, Feb. 3: The Left
retreated in the first round of
battle against privatisation of
airports after the government
refused to yield to its demand
to hand over the job to mod-
ernise Mumbai and Delhi air-
ports to the Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI).

Prime Minister Manmoh-
an Singh met Left leaders and
the joint forum of AAI emplo-
yees in two separate sessions
and ruled out scrapping of the
cabinet decision to award the
modernisation work to private
parties. But he promised that
there would be no job cuts.

Ironically, the Left’s pro-

The garbage-littered IGI
airport on Friday. (AFP)

tests were directed not against
job loss but privatisation. At
the end of three days of strike,
it returned empty handed on
its core demand.

While the face-off again
highlighted differences bet-
ween the Centre and its ally,
the Left, the Congress played
on Bengal chief minister Bu-
ddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s apol-
ogy at a meeting in Calcutta
for the inconvenience caused
to participants who were fly-
ing into the city to suggest a di-
vision even within the CPM,#

Spokesman Abhishek Sin-
ghvi said the Left should give
up its “politics of protest” as
the government was merely
giving final shape to the air-
port modernisation in the

\j

public interest. “There is a
time and place when the politi-
cs of protest ought to stop.
When a process is conceived
and implemented in public in-
terest, everyone concerned sh-
ould sit back and appreciate.”

The Left has backed the
stop-work by airport employ-
ees against awarding the task
of modernising Delhi and
Mumbai airports to private
parties.

Singhvi added: “In the con-
text, I would echo the views of
the Bengal chief minister. We
have to think of public conven-
ience and the larger good of
the people.”

Coming from the head of a
government, which is expect-
ed to ensure smooth conduct
of life, Bhattacharjee’s apolo-
gy is not too surprising—even
as a party the CPM has ex-
pressed regret for the incon-
venience caused to passengers
while iterating support for the
agitating employees.

But its critics will pounce
on the perceived difference be-
tween the chief minister and
the party. All of it is not “per-
ception” either, but reality.

There are differences bet-
ween Bhattacharjee’s position
on economic issues and of that
of some of his colleagues in
the party.

In any case, though the Left
supported the airport agita-
tion, they were not too sure of
the employees’ ability to con-
tinue it for long. The Left lead-
ership as well as the emplay-
ees’ leaders needed a face-sav-
ing way out of a battle they
seemed to be losing. b

It came in the Prime Minis-
ter’s assurance that jobs wou-
1d be protected — it was mere-
ly an iteration of a commit-
ment made by the civil avia-
tion minister even earlier.

The Left also claimed it
had extracted an assurance
from the Prime Minister that
the Mumbai-Delhi modernisa-
tion model was not going to be
repeated for the airports in
Calcutta and Chennai.

“The government agreed
this would be a one-time ex-
ception,” said a Left leader.

However, once a process
gets going, it is difficult to stop.
Even if this model is not adop-
ted for Calcutta, particularly
because of the Left presence
there, other airports could
take it up.

5

A couple waits outside Delhi airport on Friday. (Reuters)

Enter wakf in battle

DHIRENDRAK. JHA

New Delhi, Feb. 3: There could be more to the
debate on airport privatisation than econom-
ics and job losses.

Those battling the government may find
surprise ammunition in a book titled Dilli Ki
Tarikhi Masajid, which provides religious
grounds against the recent cabinet decision.

Written by a local imam, Ataur Rehman
Qasmi, in 1995, the book implies the transfer
of Delhi airport to a private company for
modernisation is “illegal” as the land is wakf
property.

The author refers to Section 32 of the
Wakf Act, 1995, to argue that wakf proper-
ties cannot be transferred without the wakf
board’s permission.

The claim about the land’s ownership
rests on the testimony of Siraj-ul Haq Pir-
acha, who was chairman of the Delhi Wakf
Board from 1994 to 1998.

Piracha, upholding the claims made by
the book, told The Telegraph that during his
tenure as wakf board chairman he had
brought this fact to the notice of the parlia-
mentary committee formed in 1996 to identi-
fy wak{ properties in the country.

But he added that the committee, headed

" by BJP leader Sikandar Bakht, never submit-

ted a report and became dysfunctional as the
years went by.

“The Delhi Wakf Board, therefore, cannot
stake claim to this land, for it has not been no-
tified in the state gazette,” Piracha said.

He, however, insisted that the book’s
claims, based on revenue records from the
19th century, could stili be established. “I had
submitted all the relevant proof before the
parliamentary committee.”

A small mosque still existed in a corner of ,
Indira Gandhi International Airport, he
added. “The mosque is held in veneration by
the pilots, who regularly seek blessings there
for a safe flight.”

Piracha stressed that wakf property is
“God’s property” and demanded that the gov-
ernment notify the airport land in the state
gazette before going ahead with its decision
to transfer it to a private company, whether
on lease or permanently.

He also claimed that revenue records of
several other plots of prime land in Delhi —
National Stadium, Oberoi Hotel and Delhi
Public School (Mathura Road) — show them
as wakf property.
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Party In Favour Of A Flat 15% Capltab Galns Tax For Investors

Left urges
at flscally-fl

~_ Our Political Bureau
TUNEW DL 2 JANUARY R ‘\}(

HE Left parties have imm\. an

I unusual aliv 1o back thewr argu

ment for the reimposition of the
capital gains tax — the United States.
After missing no opportunity to frown
on expanding Indo-US ties, the Left
parties are now aung the US as an exain-
ple to the Mamnul an Singh goveri-
ment to demnand ¢ tar 15% capital gains
tax for investors.

In a note on resource mobilisation
submitted to the government at today 's
UPA-Left  co-mydination  connuittee
meeting, the felt has reminded the
government that mostinvestors in the
US pay a capital gains tax of 15%,, with
some categories of assets inviting capi-
tal gains tax olup o 28%.

Along with capital gains tax the Left
has proposed a ‘lat rate of 0 10% to
STT for non-delivery based transac-
tions as well. It also wants bonds, deriv-
atives and government securities to be
brought into STT net. According to the
note, the proposed rate of STT along
with the 137 capital gains tax would
contribute an additional Rs 5.000 crore
to the exchequer.

Asking the government 1o rationalise
corporate tax exemptions, the Lett bas
asked the govervineni o urgently te-
view” tax incentives under Sechion 8G14
and 80IB of the luvorme Tax Act. It has
also made a: ase for reducing the deduc
tion rate and pennd ot Coneasaon form-
frastructuye proro and o nddustrial
undertakivgs et up i indusoriaily badk-
ward states A phasing out of exemp-
tions allowed fcr sectors such as hous-
ing, shipping, botel, oil refining is also
suggested in the note,

On the issue if export incentives, the
Left asks the govermnent to phase out
schemes such as DEPB and EPCG be-
sides curtailing revenue losses on ac-
count of Drawbacks and Advance Li-
cence. Italso asks for tax incentives pro-
vided to the SEZ units under the SEZ Act
2005 to be “revisited”.

The note says the exim policy of the

The Economic TVimes

government allows duty concessions to
the SEZ units for conditional sales to the
Domestic Tariff Area, which diserimi-
nates against exporters outside the SEZs.
Asking for such concessions to be phased
out, the Left projects that the govern-
ment can mobilise Rs 10,000 crore
through rationalisation of corporate tax
exemptions and export exemptions.

SUVs run on diesel to be increased as
well as the castoms duty on iinported
cars, ‘imported components for fuxury
cars. 1t asks for an increase in the
VAT/Sales Tax onitems of “luxury con-
sumption” and for a surcharge on sales
tax/VAT payable at shopping malls.
The note asks the government to set a
target of Rs 25,000 crore to be mo-
bilised through -the dividends from
cash-rich PSUs. In the other suggestions
in the note, the Left asks for the govern-
ment to set a target of Rs 1,00,000 crore
ior recovering tax arrears; impose a
0.5% tax on purchases of foreign ex-’
change in India which will generate Rs
5,000 crore and increase wealth tax
from the current 1% t0 3%

ncle Sa

look

FM, trade
‘unions talk
over EPE
divestment

‘Our Delhi Bureau

l? “JANUARY

FINANCE Minister P Chi-
dambaram on Thursday told
trade union leaders disinvest-
ment per se was not a “policy”
of the UPA government. He said
the government would be guid-
ed by the Common Minimum
Programme (CMP) in its stand
on the public sector umnits.
Union leaders later said dis-
investment and the recent cut
in rate of interest on the Em-
ployees Provident Fund (EPF)
dominated the agenda of their
marathon meeting with the
minister. In a joint memoran-
dum, trade unions demanded
restoration of the 9.5% EPF

rate for the current fiscal and ;

suggested increasing interest |

i rates on the special deposit
The Left also wants the central ex- |
ase duty levied on luxury cars and |

scheme to achieve this.
Nearly 70% of the corpus ot
EPF is patked iu this scheme.

The {inance minister indicated

that the major thrust of the |

Union Budget for 2006-07
would be to encourage activi
ties which create additional jubs
and enhance value addition
There would be focus particu-
larly on rural areas, agriculturce
and unorganised sectors.

The unions told Mr Chi-
dambaram the focal point of the
coming Budget should be em-
ployment generation and “peo-
ple oriented development.”

.They claimed resources for the |

programmes could be generat-

: ed without raising of taxes.

13 JAN 2006
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/N ot the answer

VA
5}/6\\ Wrong Marxist approach to Maoists

hat the CPI-M 1is given to speaking in more than one

voice is par for the course. But the party is treading on
dangerous ground when it raises both heat and dust on the
question of tackling Maoists who have been targeting CPI-
M leaders. The day after the assault on a Purulia leader
who was burnt alive in his own house, Anil Biswas had
reasserted that the extremists had to be dealt with
politically. After more than 30 Marxist workers have been
killed, there may be reservations that this is producing any
results.

Biman Bose now adds fuel to fire by exhorting villagers in
Bandwan, where the man was killed, to ensure that the
killers don’t escape alive. In other words, he was preaching
violence at a time when the chief minister had appreciated
the role of the police. Does Bose’s appeal suggest that the
villagers have lost confidence in the force? It is one thing to

© restore the confidence of villagers who may be inclined to
flee their homes. It is something else to provoke them into
reckless acts of vengeance in which innocent lives may be
lost. The example of Bihar where Naxalites are seen to be
protectors of peasants who have been targeted by landlord
armies is glaring.

The Bandwan killing may itself have been an act of re-
prisal after the horrors of Chhota Angaria where 11 peas-
ants were massacred by Marxist goons. The Left Front must
take administrative action to help restore peace. What it
does instead is to blame the Congress and Trinamul for
allegedly providing moral support to Maoists. CPI-M
leaders also point accusing fingers at Jharkhandis whom
they accuse of being instigated by the ruling party in the
neighbouring state. Charges and counter-charges will
certainly not solve the problem. Nor will dangerous
inferences drawn from Maoist leaflets which allegedly
declare that the Congress and Trinamul are “democratic
forces™ while the CPI-M is a “social fascist party”. None of
this changes the basic picture of poverty and lack of
development on which extremism has thrived in districts
like Purulia, Bankura and West Midnapore. Anil Biswas
refuses to recognise the reality by suggesting that the
Maoist menace has nothing to do with lack of
development. )

At election time, it would be tactless to acknowledge
that these districts. have suffered consistently due to
neglect. That does not stop attacks on police which have
left the force demoralised. The government must look
beyond the election and “conspiracies” in order to
solve a long-standing problem. Or else, the real danger is
that this part of Bengal at least will reflect the
nightmare in Bihar.
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Special Correspondent

|
’; NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
! Thursday told the United Pro-
| gressive Alliance that while they
[ were for modernisation of air-
| ports, they were opposed to priv-
| atisation.

| They also submitted a 13-
! point note on resource mobil-
! isation as against the Govern-
i ment’s plan to disinvest in
i profit-making public sector un-

1}
i

dertakings for funding social
welfare schemes.

The UPA-Left coordination
meeting here did not take up the
issue of a cut in food subsidies,
after Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh informed the Left
leaders that the decision was
kept in abeyance and would be
discussed with all parties later.

All-India Forward Bloc gener-
al secretary Debabrata Biswas
said the UPA should consult its

THE Hjxpy

allies and supporting parties be-
fore taking a decision on issues
which affected a vast majority.
Putting it on hold also affected
the coalition image.

EPF rate cut not raised

The Left leaders decided not
to broach the topic of cut in the
interest rate on Employees
Provident Fund as trade unions
were taking up the matter with
Finance Minister P.

.eft opposes privatisation of airports

0 )
' Consult allies before taking decision on crucial issues: AIFB 9r IR \ BN

Chidambaram.

Briefing correspondents after
the two-hour meeting, Mr. Chi-
dambaram said he explained the
steps already taken to augment
resources. He would hold a sep-
arate meeting with the Left par-
ties to discuss the suggestions in
greater detail.]

Another report on Page 12
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