“Uma Bharti launches new party ,

The Bharatiya Janshakti Party will carry forward the ideology of the parent

Staff Correspondent RQ %6«
UJJAIN: The former Mﬁhya ra-
desh Chief Minister, Uma Bhar-
ti, on Sunday formally launched
her new party — the Bharatiya
Janshakti Party — and an-
nounced the names of its top of-
fice bearers.

Ms. Bharti took her party’s
flag to the sanctum sanctorum of
the Mahakal temple early on
Sunday to offer prayers. She lat-
er announced the formation of
the party outside the temple. She
also unveiled the party flag, saf-
fron in colour with a bright yel-
low sun at the centre.

Ms. Bharti said she had bor-
rowed the saffron colour from
her parent party’s flag as it sym-
bolised its atman (true spirit).
She said the lotus, the BJP’s
symbol, had a direct link with
the sun, which symbolised shak-

THE RISING SUN?: Expelled BJP leader Uma Bharti
holding the new party flag at the launching of the
Bhartiya Janshakti Party in Ujjain on Sunday.

PHOTO: A. M. FARUQUI

ti (power). The lotus cannot
blossom without the sun shining
bright, she added.

Placing her hand on the flag,

Ms. Bharti pledged that she
would serve her party with her
sweat and blood and do every-
thing to raise the glory of the
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Indian tricolour throughout the
world.While Ms. Bharti would
be heading the party, Sanghpriya
Gautam has been nominated
party vice-president, Raghunan-
dan Sharma general secretary
and Anita Singh treasurer.

Ms. Bharti said she was in-
spired by Vikramaditya — the
ancient ruler of Awanti — and
the great Parmar rulers. Empha-
sising that ideology was sacred,
she said she would carry forward w\
the ideology of the Bharatiya Ja- |
nata Party through the new par-
ty. Ms. Bharti said the BJP|
leaders had started believingj
that they were “bigger than the '
party.”

The party workers had done
everything to strengthen the
BJP, but it Had now been hi- |
jacked by a handful of people and |
the party was paying a heavy,
price for this. ‘
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&7 versus BJP

hough Uma Bharti broke with the Bharatiya Janata
Party some months ago, she could not exorcise her
past — as was evident from her almost obsessive
claim that she was the “real BJP.” That the feisty
sanyasin has named her new outfit the Bharatiya Janshakti
Party only proves the lingering attachment between the old
and the new. Ms. Bharti will no doubt point to the difference
between ‘Janata’ and ‘Janshakti’, the former translating as
“people” and the latter as “people’s power.” But in a country
where every second political party professes to be a cham-
pion of people’s power, the alternative BJP is unlikely to
blaze an innovative trail on account of its name. Nor does the
new entrant inspire confidence on other counts. Ms. Bharti’s
party came into this world amidst the blowing of conch
shells and the chanting of Sanskrit slokas. In place of the red
and green in the BJP flag, BJP (Uma) opted for pure bhagwa
(saffron). Bhagwa is the political colour of the Hindu ex-
treme right; it is the Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s long-cher-
ished dream to hoist the saffron flag over the Red Fort and
declare India a Hindu Rashtra. All this suggests that Ms.
Bharti wants to out-Hindutva the original Hindutva party.
In her parent party, Ms. Bharti was a charismatic leader able
to reflect the conflicting points of view of mandal and man-
dir. The new party has plumped for a more extreme version
of mandir at the cost of mandal. This makes little strategic
sense considering that Ms. Bharti — like Kalyan Singh before
her — was aggrieved on account of the BJP’s neglect of the
mandal castes.

By sending out a strong signal that she stood for the
upliftment of the backward castes, Ms. Bharti could have
placed her party in opposition to the BJP, which is widely
perceived to be a party of the upper castes. Indeed the
sanyasin was aware that by emphasising Hindutva she stood
to alienate the backward castes. Yet she has embarked on a
path traversed many times by the BJP to diminishing re-
turns. Today Hindutva holds no attraction to voters in the
Hindi-speaking States, be it Madhya Pradesh, Ms. Bharti’s
home State, or Uttar Pradesh, where she wants to emerge as
an alternative to the BJP. If in M.P. Ms. Bharti has managed
to wean away a sizable section from the parent party, it is no
thanks to Hindutva. She will do well to remember that she
won the 2003 Assembly election on the development plank;
bijli, sadak, and paani (power, roads and water). In U.P. the
fight is polarised between the Samajwadi Party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party, with substantial sections of the upper
castes, thus far the biggest votaries of Hindutva, preferring
Mayawati, once their arch enemy, to the BJP. It does not
help Ms. Bharti that she has sought to be taken into the
EJP-led National Democratic Alliance for any future Lok
Sabha election. She has reasoned that she does not want to
split the BJP’s votes. In that case, she might have as well
stayed on in the BJP.
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No- trust move

against Speaker

Session ends with full-

NEW DELHI: The budget session of
Parliament ended on Tuesday
with a full-scale confrontation
between the ruling benches and
the Bharatiya Janata Party,
which threatened to consider
| bringing a no-confidence motion
against Lok Sabha Speaker Som-
nath Chatterjee.
) The issue that divided them
was “admonishment” of the for-
l mer Secretary-General of the
Lok Sabha, Subhash C. Kashyap,
for breach of privilege, adopted
| by voice vote.
| By the end of an action-
packed day all four BJP mem-
bers — Kishan Singh Sangwan,
Rajendrasinh Rana, Ananth Ku-
! mar Hegde and Virendra Kumar
| — had written to the Speaker,
| saying they were resigning from
| the Committee of Privileges.

The BJP lost the sympathy of
most allies in the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance. Janata Dal
(United) president Sharad Ya-
dav told The Hindu: “On this is-
sue we do not agree with the BJP
at all. That man Kashyap speaks
alot of nonsense. He ought to be
punished.” A one-time ally, K.
Yerrannaidu of the Telugu De-
sam also made it clear that he
wasinfewour of exemplary puni-
shment being meted out to Dr.

|
|
! Neena Vyas

scale confrontation

» Even BJP allies want
action against Kashyap

o Opposition says matter
not discussed at Business
Advisory Committee

Kashyap, who had unfairly and
irresponsibly attributed motives
to the Speaker and committed a
breach of privilege.

A large number of MPs across
the political divide were ap-
palled at the “arrogance” shown
by Dr. Kashyap when he ap-
peared before the committee
and admitted that he had not
cared to ascertain facts before
airing his views on a television
channel.

The drama began on Monday
night when Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Priyaranjan Das-
munsi informed BJP deputy
leader V.K. Malhotra that a reso-
lution seeking to admonish Dr.
Kashyap would be moved in the
House on Tuesday.

Mr. Malhotra apparently
pleaded with him that the mat-
ter be dropped after a plain con-
demnation and that he should
not be called to the bar of the
House. That was accepted and
the resolution.redrafted and in-
cluded in Tuesday’s agenda.
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BJP LEADER BATTLES FOR LIFE

Brother
shoots at
Pramod

SNS & PTI S ’2/’7\5\

MUMBAI, April 22.
High-profile BJP leader Mr
Pramod Mahajan was shot
at his residence by his
younger  brother  this
morning and was in a very
critical condition after a
four-hour long surgical
operation at a leading hos-
pital here. Mr Mahajan,
56, a party general secre-
tary, was seriously injured
when his “kid brother”
Pravin, 46, emptied his
licensed  revolver, a
Belgium-make Brownie,
into him at point-blank
range at the leader’s 14th
floor apartment in Worli
around 8 am in the midst
of a hecated argument
between the two. Threc
bullets hit Mr Mahajan,
two in the abdominal arca
and one in the chest.

The BJP leader’s wife,
Rekha, and an orderly were
the two persons in the
house when the assassina-
tion was attempted. A doc-
tor living in the apartment
complex and Mr
Mahajan’s brother-in-law
Mr Gopinath Munde acco-
mpanied the critically
wounded leader to the Hi-
nduja hospital where he
was immediately operated
upon by a team of sur-
geons. Later in the day,
Indian Army doctors were
requisitioned to examine
Mr Mahajan and give their
opinion on a second opera-
tion. Doctors discounted
reports of a liver trans-
plant.

Dr Anupam Verma of
the hospital said Mr
Mahajan’s condition after
the surgery was “quite crit-
ical”. He has suffered mas-
sive blood loss due fo
injuries fo the liver, lower
chest, abdomen, pancrcas,
duodenum and an impor-
tant vein. “The liver injury
is extensive,” he said,
adding that Mr Mahajan
had been shifted to the
Intensive Care Unit and

\\b%

When our father died,
Praveen was only nine
years old. And it was
Pramod who looked
after us, taking special
care of Praveen who is
the youngest of us
three brothers, so
what happened today
has come as a terrible
shock. ~ Prakash
Mabagjan, brother

raveen Mavhéjan..‘ .AF ‘

was on ventilator support.
None of the bullets have
been removed and as many
as 25 botiles of blood have
been pumped into the lead-
er. Reading out a medical
bulletin, Dr Verma said Mr
Mahajan was brought to
the hospital at 8.20 am. He
added that since the injury
to the liver was extensive,
pads were being used to
stop the bleeding. Doctors
emphasised that the next
48 hours would be crucial.

In a statement to police,
Pravin said: “Pramod of
late has not been treating
me like an elder brother.
This disturbed me.”

m Sec PRAMOD, page 10
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over what motivat
Pravin, a building con-
tractor, to shoot at his
brother. Initial reports
that the fracas was the
result of a property dis-
pute were discounted both
by police and another
brother, Mr ~ Prakash
Mahajan, who lives in
Aurangabad: “When there
is ro property, where is
the question of dispute?”
After shooting his broth-
er, Pravin went to police
station and surrendered.
He is reported to have
“confessed” to having shot
the BJP leader and has been
charged with attempt to
murder. His lawyer said his
client had a “mental condi-
tion”. Police Commissioner
Mr AN Roy, however, said
Pravin is of “sound mind”.
e
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FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2006

- BJP’s difficult

m#y he crisis in the Congress is hardly hidden from
public view — a succession of scams, a bitter con-
troversy that led the party chief to resign from
important posts, and a none-too-happy prognosis

for the Assembly elections. If the premier national opposi-
tion party has gained nothing from its adversary’s series of
blunders, it is because it is in a bigger mess. Since the upset
of May 2004, factionalism within the Bharatiya Janata Party
has deepened, with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh con-
tent to preside over quarrels at the top. The rift the BJP
foresaw between the Prime Minister and the “super Prime
Minister” is now more visible among Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Lal Krishna Advani, and Rajnath Singh. Internal differences
are reflectec in the opposition to Mr. Advani’s Bharat Su-
raksha yatra, which was flagged off on Thursday. In recent
interviews, the former BJP president has acknowledged his
difficulties, seeing them as flowing from his appreciation of
Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s August 1947 vision. His assessment
is that the party did not seize the Jinnah opportunity and is
stuck with an image that does not do it justice. In the public
perception, the BJP is affected by “Congressisation...infight-
ing, factionalism, corruption ...they do hurt.” Yet the Leader
of the Opposition seems to waver on the image he wants for
his party. His references to Jinnah’s August 1947 secular
vision suggested a less chauvinist orientation for the BJP;
but there has been a contradicting reiteration of old shibbo-
leths. The Advani view is that the BJP needs an image that is
“true to our concept of cultural nationalism” and “we don’t
have to fight shy of being proud Hindus.” He accuses the
United Progressive Alliance Government of going out on a
limb in pursuit of “minority appeasement” — the theme of
his yatra.

This is Hindutva-speak. The stance reflects the ideological
rigidity of a parivar that has no compunction in dumping a
once-valued warrior rather than accommodate his dissent.
The upping of the sectarian ante signals growing frustration
within the BJP, which has no worthwhile non-sectarian
issue to raise with voters. The realist Advani sees no early
possibility of an alternative to the UPA Government. Party
strategists have targeted Sonia Gandhi only to be outsmart-
ed each time. The current round of Assembly elections holds
no promise for the BJP. The news from Uttar Pradesh —
where a ‘Tamil Nadisation’ of politics seems to have oc-
curred — is that the party has been edged out of the race by
the big two, the Samajwadi Party and the Bahujan Samaj
Party. The BJP’s desperation is underlined by Rajnath
Singh’s overtures to Uma Bharti. Clearly, the party is rattled
by the crowds the sadhvi is drawing at her rallies and does
not want her as an opponent in U.P. It does not help Mr.
Singh that the RSS is engaged in a double play: asking Mr.
Singh to toe the line and giving issue-based support to Ms.
Bharti and other raw proponents of Hindutva.
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'On Yatra No. 5, Advani
(\back to Agenda No 1

' K HIRALDAVE _ o
‘)" “_[“ RAJKOT, APRIL 6 Y?

WITH giant posters of Lord Ram
aveiled terrorist looming over him, and
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi
standing by his side, senior BJP leader L.
K Advani flagged off his Bharat Suraksha
Yatra on Ramnavmi day here with a call
to build the Ram temple at Ayodhya,
and an appeal to Muslims to “consent”
for.the same.

“If talks pave the way and both com-
munities come together on this, it would
bring unprecedented harmony and
goodwill,” the former deputy prime min-
ister said.

Advani, whowas presented with a bow
and arrow before the rath rolled, urged
the Muslim community to come to the
talks table, saying we should learn from
our 1,000-year-old history and forget re-
ligious barriers.

“The BJP always wanted to construct a
Ram temple at Ayodhya, be it through a

0

Tells Mushim to agree to Ram temple

court declsion, talks between both com-
munities or an amendment. A resolution
to this effect could not be passed due to
the NDA alliance’s unwillingness...And
not everyone will be happy with a court’s
verdict,” he said.

Senior BJP leader Jaswant Singh, Ra-
jasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje
and Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister

*CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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On Yatra No. 5,
« Advani back to”*\\
o agenda No. 1%

Shivraj Chauhan were present
to see Advanioff.

However, while BJP
women and male volunteers
were all wearing saffron to
add colour to the proceed-
ings, and even schoolchild-
ren had been trucked in to
add to the numbers, the
crowd wasn’t quite what the
party had been projecting.

The yatra, which inciden-
tally began on the BJP's foun-
dation day, will end on May
10—the anniversary of the
Revolt of 1857, as Advani
pointed out.

Elaborating on the yatra’s
mission to “highlight increas-
ing terrorist attacks in India
and raising public opinion
against the UPA’s pro-terrorist
policy™, the senior leader said
that “Bharat Suraksha”
means overall security—po-
litical, economical and so-
cial—for Indians. “Security
from terrorists and foreign at-
tacks is always a prime con-
cern. But people should also
get protection from economi-
cal, social and potitical dan-
gers,” Advani stressed.

The yatra has nothing to do
with elections, he claimed.
“We aim to bring an overall
change—the way the Ram
Rath Yatra changed the coun-
try's political scenario.”

Modi too addressed the
crowd, drawing applause for
his criticism of the UPA Gov-
ernment over law and order
issues—including abolition

of POTA—and the forma-
tion of the U C Banerjee
Committee to look into the
Godhra Sabarmati train fire.
If the Supreme Court can
punish one person for turn-
ing hostile, why can’t action
can be taken against a com-
mittee set up to shield cul-
prits? The law should be
equal for all,” he said.

Along the route, including
at Atkot, Jasdan and Vinchiva,
Advani spoke about how ter-
rorism has become a global is-
sue, “Til19/11, the US was not
aware about terrorism. But
that changed its mindset,” he
said at Vinchiya.

However, again, the BJP
leader returned to the tem-
ple theme: *“The BJP is not
against minorities but is
against the policy of favour-
ing minorities to create a
vote bank. The BJP would
like to see the Muslim com-
munity say yes to Ram
mandir construction.”

He also made a mention of
the Volcker controversy, say-
ing: “The Congress party’s
name featured in the UN’s re-
port. But the party managed
to make its minister (Natwar
Singh) the scapegoat.”

Talking about the nuke
deal with the US, Advani
said it was “not in India’s
tavour”. " This deal is about
imposing sanctions on In-
dia’s strategy. The US has
tried to restrict India’s nu-
clear power,” he claimed. /
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Special Correspondent

Party (BJP) on Tuesday accused
the Congress of “communalising
the domestic policy” and asked it
to reverse its politics of “minor-
ityism.”

Addressing a crowded press

conference jointly on the eve of
1 the BJP’s twin “Bharat Suraksha
| Yatra,” party president Rajnath
Singh and Leader of Opposition
| LK. Advani charged the Con-
gress-led United Progressive Al-
| liance government with failing
on all fronts.

The two BJP leaders said the
party was undertaking the twin
rath yatras to educate the people
on a number of new challenges
that the country has been facing
since the UPA government as-
sumed office in May 2004, “The
UPA government has failed on
all fronts. The country is facing
serious threats in the areas of
economic security, food securi-
ty, terrorism, and I directly
charge the Congress-led coali-
| tion with indulging in politics of
[ minority appeasement,” Mr.
i Singh said.

The five-point agenda of the
: twin rath yatras beginning April

|
|
[
i NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
|

6, unveiled on Tuesday, is to
. safeguard national security from
" jihadi terrorism and left-wing
| extremism, to defend national
{ unity from the divisive politics

TWO FOR THE ROAD: Bharativa Janata Party leaders L.
K. Advani and Rajnath Singh in Delhi on the eve of their

cross-country “yatras’.

of minorityism, to rescue gov-
ernance from corruption and
criminalisation in high places, to
save parliamentary democracy
from instructional misuse and to
protect the aam aadmi {common
man], the poor and farmers from
the assaults of massive price
rise, unemployment and debt.
Mr. Advani alleged that the
coalition had given rise to “mi-
norityism” which would destroy
the country, if not checked in

- PHOTO: R. V. MOORTHY

time. He revealed that the idea of
the rath yatras took root when
the controversy over “Muslim
headcount” in the armed forces
erupted and the Government
had to retreat and admit that it
was a blunder. He said the Gov-
ernment move had evoked sharp
reaction from all sections across
the country.

“Appeasement of minorities
takes them nowhere. It is not for
their social or economic welfare.

THE RNOU

‘Domestic policy being communalised: BJP

V—_\

Yatras are meant to educate masses about key issues: Advani Q F § o5 30 M
My suggestion to minorities

is to work for the spread of liter-
acy and quality education among
them and never allow them-
selves to be exploited by the pe-
dlars of vote bank politics,” Mr,
Advani said.

A tool of communication

Defending the decision to take
out rath yatras from April 6 to
May 10 and putting at rest fears
of untoward incidents and ten-
sion along the route, Mr. Advani
said it was the primary duty of a
political party to educate masses
about key issues and its policies
from time to time. “I have found
yatras to be an effective tool of
communication,” he said.

Mr. Advani said: “The day the
Congress party honestly accepts
that communalisation of domes-
tic policy is not in India’s nation-
al interest, and reverses its
politics of ‘minorityism,” a firm
foundation would have been laid
for the two national parties in
India’s bipolar polity — BJP and
Congress — to make common
cause in a very wide area of poli-
tics and governance.”

Mr. Singh said due to large-
scale infiltration from Bangla-
desh, the demographic profile of
the country has undergone a ma-
jor change and accused the Con-
gress and Left parties of playing
communal politics.



. The roads from Chitrakoot .

The Bharat Suraksha Yatras may not have the full backing of the rest of the sangh parl\nl

Venkitesh Ramakrishnan

ATRAS HAVE been effective in-

struments of political campaigning

for the Bharatiya Janata Party for

more than a decade and a half but
as the party gets ready to launch the Bharat
Suraksha Yatras, its leadership is confronted
by an unprecedented organisational prob-
lem. This is the overt opposition to the ya-
tras from sections of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh-led sangh parivar, to
which the BJP also belongs. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, self-professed ideological
sword arm of the sangh parivar, repeatedly
criticised the initiative as an “exercise in
political opportunism mooted by BJP leader
L.K. Advani” and predicted that “it is bound
to fail since Mr. Advani has no credibility
among the Hindu masses.” Indications are
that sections of the RSS too are in agreement
with the VHP perspective, though they have
not been as vocal.

The BJP had launched seven yatras in the
past 16 years, starting with the 1990 Ram
Rath Yatra under Mr. Advani’s leadership,
and each was backed by sangh parivar outfits
in a united manner. The last major one was

the Tiranga Yatra led by the former Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma Bharti, who
has since been expelled from the party. This
yatra, in September 2004, too was formally
supported by all organisations of the
Hindutva combine though a clutch of sec-
ond-rung BJP leaders — Ms. Bharti’s peers —
apparently conspired to minimise its
impact. )

It could be argued that the new, explicit
division in the approach of various sangh
parivar outfits to the Bharat Suraksha Yatras
is a natural consequence of the power play
that manifested during the Tiranga Yatra
and the ideological, political, and organisa-
tional struggles that dominated the Hindut-
va combine all through 2005. Such
reasoning, however, would not satisfy large
sections of the sangh parivar, especially
those belonging to the RSS. The sangh had
designated 2006 as the period to firm up “its
course correction plans” leading to a reso-
lute and cohesive advancement of the
Hindutva ideology and its political agenda
with new thrusts in various spheres of socie-
ty and politics. The idea, as asserted in a
number of RSS circulars and documents,
was to leave behind the internal struggles of
2005 and go ahead with programmes that
would highlight “ideological purity and col-
lective functioning in sangh parivar
organisations.”

In fact, when the RSS met for its first
important conclave this year (the Akhil Bha-
ratiya Prathinidhi Sabha — All India General
Council) from February 24 to 26 at Nagpur,
its leadership had evaluated that there was

N
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UNDER PRESSURE: Rajnath Singh and L.K. Advani at a meeting of the
Bharatiya Janata Party. - PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

some concrete progress in this “positive”
direction. It was specially mentioned at the
Prathinidhi Sabha that a number of direc-
tives glve,g to various sangh parivar outfits
between an earlier conclave (the Akhil Bha-
ratiya Karyakari Mandal — national exec-
utive) held in October 2005 at Chitrakoot in
Uttar Pradesh and the present one had been
carried out to satisfaction.

The deliberations at Chitrakoot had
formed the basis for many of these directives
and their implementation had manifested in
different ways. The first manifestation, and
the most important from the organisational
perspective of the RSS, had come in the form
of the “stepping down” of Mr. Advani as BJP
president and the elevation of the “more
faithful” Rajnath Singh. Other steps had to
follow to “re-emphasise ideological purity

THE HINOU

and collective functioning.”

A major premise in a number of deliber-
ations at Chitrakoot was that the BJP had
drifted from “ideological purity” and suc-
cumbed to “personality cult driven leader-
ship,” during its years in power at the Centre
because other sangh parivar organisations
were not provided an active role in the polit-
ical sphere. So, the Chitrakoot conclave had
also indicated that the RSS would make con-
certed efforts to boost the importance of
other organisations in its fold such as the
VHP, the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS),
and the Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM), irre-
spective of the state of power play in the
BJP. A series of happenings in early 2006
made it clear that the RSS was pursuing this
percept assiduously, even though its pri-
mary “course correction” vis-a-vis the BJP

G@

had taken place through Mr. Rajnath Singh’s
elevation as party president.

These happenimgs had included the for-
mulation of plans to evolve a Hindu vote
bank through a VHP initiative and the
launch of a part social, part religious cam-
paign on the “demographic shift caused in
India by the machinations and growth of
[minority] Muslim and Christian popula-
tion.” Both the plans were widely discussed
at the VHP-sponsored Dharam Sansad held
in early February at Prayag in Uttar Pradesh.

The VHP concept note on this asserted
that the block of Hindutva volunteers it was
planning to create as part of the Hindu vote
bank would support any candidate who gave
in to their demands and that the formation
of this massive pressure group would create
a situation where no single party would have
monopoly over the vote of the Hindu com-
munity. The emphasis was clear. The VHP’s
block of Hindu voters need not necessarily
respond to the BJP’s calls or accept it as a
pro-Hindu party.

All these developments broadly fit in with
the muiltifaceted Chitrakoot organisation
plan and this was the reason for the “satis-
factory evaluation” at the RSS Prathinidhi
Sabha. But all that changed in early March
with the Varanasi blasts. Mr. Advani an-
nounced twin yatras under the leaderships
of Mr. Rajnath Singh and himself. By all
indications, Mr. Advani had not consulted
the top brass of the sangh parivar before
making the announcement. The RSS itself
was apparently taken aback initially by the
announcement and hence slow to formally
declare support to the yatra.

But as far as the VHP is concerned, the
unilateral announcement of the new yatras
is in clear violation of the Chitrakoot guide-
lines. Its leadership is of the view that Mr.

‘Advani has jumped the gun in hastily an-

nouncing the yatras. It is also of the view
that the potential damage of this initiative
would be aggravated through the reassertion
of a personality cult around Mr. Advani,
something the RSS has been steadfastly try-
ing to eradicate.

Indeed, the RSS has been put in a quan-
dary of sorts. On its part, it has responded by
bringing in more forces in the ambit of its
endorsement. The praise showered on Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi by RSS ideo-
logue M.G. Vaidya for resigning from “offices
of profit” and the statement of the former
RSS spokesperson, Ram Madhav, that the
sangh would support expelled BJP leaders
Uma Bharti and Madan Lal Khurana in all
the “patriotic and people oriented causes
they advance” is seen in this light. Clearly,
the roads from Chitrakoot are broadening
and diversifying even as the original Rath
Yatri tries yet another hand at cementing his
place in the realm of Hindutva politics.



EC objects to Mahajan’s

pre-poll trys

Bikash Singh
" GUWAHATI

JP leader, Pramod Ma-
B hajan’s media briefing

on Sunday hes run into
rough weather as the Election
Commission (EC) has found it
in violation to the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1951.
EC has asked the district elec-
toral officer to file a case
against Mr Mahajan.

Chief electoral officer JP
Prakash said EC received com-
plaints against Mr Mahajan,
who is also the in charge of the
party in the Asom polls. “The
election commission of India
has stated that Mr Mahajan’s
press conference is a violation
of 126(1A) of the Representa-
tion of the Peoples Act and is
punishable under Section
126(2) of the said Act. EC has
asked the district electoral offi-
certo file a case against Mr Ma-
hajan,” he said. Section
126(1A) prohibits  public
meetings during a period of
farty-cight hoprs ending with

-the Hour, fixed {or-conglusion

v

of the poll. ,, -

It states: “No person shall
convene, hold, attend, join or
address any public meeting or
procession in connection with
an election; or display to the
public any election matter by
means of cinematography, tel-
evision or other similar appa-
ratus; or propagate any elec-
tion matter to the public by
holding, or by arranging the
holding of, any mwusical con-
cert ot.dny theatrical perform-
ance or any other entertain-
ment or amusement with a
view to attracting the members

_of the public thereto.”.

media :

According to theact, any per-
son who contravenes the provi-
sions of sub-section (1) shall be
punishable with imprisonment
for a term, which may extend
10 two years, a fine or both.

Mr Prakash said EC had also
received complaints against
Abhiyapuri (South) Congress
candidate and sitting MLA,
Chandan Sarkar, for alleged vi-
olation of model code of con-
duct. “There is a complaint
against Mr Sarkar that he had
organised a rally without per-
mission of the concerned au-
thority and used more vehicles

[ W l)llt PRI LAY l irme,

than the permissible * linit.
Video graphs ol these event
have been sent to EC,” he said.

Mr Prakash added thatin the
run-up to the Assembly polls,
security personnel had seized
cash to the tune of Rs 1.5 lakh
in some constituencies. In oth-
er places, liquor was recovered.
Earlier, EC had issued show
cause notices to Asom Pan-
chayati Raj and rural develop-
ment minister, Ripun Bora and
Congress MLA, Horen Das after
both legislators went to meet
the chief election commission-
er, BB Tandon, in a govern-
ment vehicle.




BJP’s yatra hits
. _.aroadblock

Dipankar Chakraborty

in New Delhi

April 2. -~ With just three
days remaining for the
beginning of the BJP's pro-
posed “Rashtriva Suraksha
Yaira”, slated to kick-off on
6 April, it has already hit a
“serious” roadblock - this
time over the issue of rein-
statement of Mr Sanjey
Joshi as party organisation-
al general secretary.

The vatra has been beset
with problems ever since
former BJP president and
leader of the Opposition 1
the Lok Sabha Mr LK
Advani made a “sadden”
announcement about It at
an impromptu press brief-
ing during Budget session
of Parliament. “The whole
issuc over the return of Mr
Sanjay Joshi has teken a
serious turn as section of
party leaders belonging to
former party presidents
coteric has voiced their
oppaosition to Mr Joshi's
come back to the party
fold,” sources told The
Statesman here today.

The unexpected develop-
ment has raised a question
mark over the fate of com-
ing countrywide twin yatra
by Mr Advani and party
president  Mr  Rajnatn
Singh, sources further said.
In fact, sources said, a day
after Mr Joshi was given a
clean chit by the
Hyderabad-based forensic
lab in the controversial CD
episode, which allegedly

-
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RSS reinstates Sanjay Joshi

NAGPUR, April 2. — Even as the BJP dithered on his
rehabilitation, the RSS today sought to put pressure on the
saffron party by announcing the re-instatement of former party
general secretary Mr Sanjay Joshi as a “piacharak” (organiser)
in the wake of the Madhya Pradesh police's stand on the
sleaze CD controversy. In a statement issued from the RSS
headquarters here, Sangh general secretary Mr Mohan
Bhagwat said Mr Joshi had been a pracharak but was relieved
from the post foliowing his resolve not to take up any
responsibility till proved innocent. With the Madhya Pradesh
police’s view of the forensic laboratory’s report on the CD
“proving his involvement in the so-called vulgar CD
controversy as wrong and unirue, he is now again part of the
pracharak system,” the statement said. The BJP president, Mr
Rajnath Singh, while welcoming Mr Joshi's reported
exoneration, have not hinted at his being re-instated as

ged 1eral secretary of the orgamsatlon

showed him indulging n
sexual acts, scnior RSS
leader Mr Mohun Bhagwat
telephoned Mr Rajnath
Singh and asked him {o
ensure Mr Joshi’'s early
return to the post. Mr Joshi
had resigned from the post
in Decemiber fust vear afer
the CD was lcaked to
media and RSS and BIP
leaders. The maiter again
figured during Mr Rajanth
Singh's meeting with RSS
chief Mr KS Sudrashan at

Jhandewalan here. sources
said.
Sources further added

that as the stage scemed sct
for Mr Sanjay Joshi to take

charge of his office. the
coterie close to the “previ-
ous dispensation”
expressed their reservation
over his come back “art this
juncture”. The matter soon
came to such a serious head

L FOR R (. .aMy

that 1t had to br lcfur(d fo
tormer Prime Minister Mr
Atal Bihari Vajpavee's arbi-
tration. “The ball is cus
rentlv in Mr Vajpayee's
court.” sources said, adding
that “the dramatic 1urn of
events have now cast s
ugly shadows over rthe
entirc yatra programme.
People opposing Mr Joshi.
it scems. are clearly afraid
of being exposed.”
Mecanwhile. a section of
party funcuonaries  huve
also questioned Mr
Advani's authority to lead @
vatra on the issue of natien-
4l security. “The terrorist
attacks in Parliament, at
Raghunath  temple  in
Jammu and Akshardham
temple in Gujarat — all took
place during the BIP led
NDA rule at the Cenire.
How would he tace the
public now?” they asked.
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' Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty president Rajnath Singh in
¢ consultation with senior party
leaders suspended former Delhi
Chief Minister Madan Lal Khu-
rana from the primary member-
ship of the party on Sunday.

The process for the suspen-
- sion was set in motion with BJP
vice-president Mukhtar Abbas
Nagvi being asked to issue a sus-
pension letter and a show cause
notice to Mr. Khurana.

The suspension order comes
in the wake of Mr. Khurana’s an-
nouncement at a press confer-
ence earlier in the day that he
was going to join the ‘Janadesh
Rally’ being organised by the ex-
pelled BJP leader and former
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Uma Bharti, here on March 21.

Mr. Singh spoke to Mr. Khura-
nain the morning and asked him
not to take any hasty step. How-
ever, Mr. Khurana went ahead
and announced his participation
in the rally though he nad ruled
4} it out this past week.

. ' Addressing a press conference
i here, Mr. Khurana said he was

| joining the rally to raise the
i voice of the people of Delhi who
were suffering due to ~he ongo-

i ing demolitions and the court
. order to seal all shops operating

2.0 M9 2ngg

BJP sus

W’)“\

o To protest against
ongoing demolitions in
Dethi

e | am prepared for
expulsion, but | cannot
see the city being ruined:
Khurana

o Says he was denied
organisational
responsibilities

from residential areas. The BJP
had not done enough to end the
sufferings of the capital’s citi-
zens, he said.

Mr. Khurana was suspended
last year after he publicly ac-
cused the then BJP chief, L.K.
Advani, of ignoring senior lead-
ers. The suspension was later re-
voked after the intervention of
the former Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.

“I know I will be risking my
membership in the BJP, but I do
not care. For me the people of
Delhi, who have showered love
and affection, come before the
party. I am prepared for expul-
sion, but I cannot see the city
being ruined due to the ongoing
demolition drive by the munici-
pal authorities,” he said.

THE HINZY

pends....
Madan Lal Khurana

Order follows decision to join Uma Bharti’s rally

Stating that he was feeling
suffocated in the BJP for the
past couple of years as some so-
called leaders were working
against the interests of party, its
workers and the common peo-
ple, Mr. Khurana Minister said
that despite promises, he was
denied organisational respon-
sibilities which he deserved as a
senior party leader.

He also lambasted party lead-
ers for denying him a Rajya Sab-
ha nomination which, he
claimed, was promised to him by
the former BJP president and
senior party leader, M. Venkaiah
Naidu.

“Some leaders are scared of
my popularity in Delhi. After the
Congress-ruled Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi began its dem-
olition drive in the city, I decided
to lead a campaign against it, but
the party and its senior leaders
denied me support,” he said.

Mr. Khurana, however, said
he would declare his strategy at
the rally and organise demon-
strations against the demolition
drive. “I am yet to make a final
decision on joining Ms, Bharti’s
proposed new party,” he said. He
termed his resignation from the
post of Delhi Chief Minister in
1996 on Mr. Advani’s advice the
biggest mistake of his political
career.
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\ YATRA FINDS SUPPORT WITHIMGH PARIVAR |,

Advani back in favour

NEW DELHI, March 13.
- Under attack from sec-
ular parties, the Sangh
Parivar and the BJP today
closed ranks and rallied
behind Mr LK Advani on
his proposed controversial

‘National Integration
Yatra’ from 6 April
announced in the wake of
the Varanasi bomb blasts.

Refuting reports and
speculation of differences
within the Parivar on the
Yatra, RSS chief Mr KS
Sudarshan, in a strongly-
worded statement from
the Sangh headquarters in
Nagpur, said that there
was “no question of the
RSS opposing” the twin
yatras being undertaken
by Mr Advani and party
president Mr Rajnath
Singh “with the objective
of making people aware
about the unbridled
Muslim appeasement and
the threat it posed to
national unity and integri-

He recalled that the
recent RSS general coun-
cil meeting in Nagpur had
passed resolutions on the

AW
=" \\'BJP unfuzed by Ulfa threats

GUWAHATI, March 13. — The Assam unit of the BJP has put up
& brave front in the face of threat from the banned United
Liberation Front of Asom (Ulfa) in the run up to the forthcoming
Assembly polls. “We know there is a threat. The militants had
killed three of our leaders, including the state party general
secretary Jayanta Dutta, during the 2001 Assembly polls. But we
are not going to be cowed down by the threat,” Mr Indramoni
Bora, the president of the Assam unit of the. BJP said. The BJP
laader said that the party was not going to demand additional
security cover for its poli candidates. The BJP leader today
refuted that there was any dissidence in the party over
the selection of party candidates for the forthcoming
polls. “There may be discontentment given that so many
were trying for party nomination. But there is no
dissidence as no one has lodged any formal complaint
with the party leadership,” he said. — SNS

dangers posed by minority
appeasement to national
unity and integrity and
said “any effort to create
public awareness in this
regard will have our sup-
port.” Mr Advani had
announced the twin yatras
in the wake of the
Varanasi blasts on 7
March trigerring specula-
tion that it was a unilateral
decision which did not
enjoy the support of either
the party leaders or -the
Saffron fraternity. VHP
leaders Mr Ashok Singhal
and Mr Acharya Giriraj
Kishore had publicly

expressed their reserva-
tions on the Yatra.
Meanwhile, in Delhi, in
the first public statement
in Mr Advani’s defence,
BJP deputy leader in Lok
Sabha Mr Vijay Kumar
Malhotra asserted that the
party was “united” on:the
Yatra and alleged that the
“so-called  secularists”
have become “jittery and

. unnerved” by the pro-

posed-programme. ‘
The RSS chief’s support
assumes significance as Mr

‘Advani had to step down

last December following a
spat with the RSS on the

Jinnah issue. Mr Advani’s
‘Hindutva-U-turn’ seemed
to have turned the tides,
sources said. :

Amid speculation that
some BJP leaders includ-
ing Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi were not in favour of
the Yatra, Malhotra said
the programme was aimed
at “providing justice for all
and bringing all sections
into the national main-
stream.”

“There are no differ-
ences among us. We will
appeal to all nationalist
forces to extend’ all sup-
port to it. We will try to
seek their cooperation,” |
he said when asked about
the reservations openly
expressed by the VHP
leaders.

Charging the Congress,
Left parties, Samajwadi
Party and the RJD with
indulging in a propagan-
da against the Yatra, he
alleged: “For the sake of
vote bank politics, they
are encouraging funda-
mentalist and Jehadi
mindset.  Crores  of
Hindus in the country are
today feeling discriminat-
ed against. There is threat
to the country’s unity”.




“leaders on his yatra

By Ramu Bhagwat/Tl NM* Ai\’ (\‘f‘/(&

Nagpur: Former deputy prime minis-
terand BJP leader L K Advani who has
apnounced plans to embark on.his fifth
gan-lndia rath yatra met RSS chief K S
udarshan and his deputy Mohan
/Bhagwat here to discuss it. “I don’t
think anyone from the sangh parivar
would oppose my yatra,” said Advani
on Saturday.

Advani refused to react to reports
that VHP was averse to his leading the
yatra. There was speculation that his
meeting with top sangh leaders was to

cally active,” said Advani. The pro-
posed yatra would focus on ‘minority-
ism’ of the UPA government. “The ya-
tra is important for us because in the
present context minorityism promotes
fundamentalism which has dangerous
consequences, Advani said. Starting
with the move for job reservations in
Andhra Pradesh for Muslims, the UPA
government’s minority appeasement
stretched to Aligarh Muslim University
reservations, bringing the proposed
foreigners' Act in Assam and the ap-
pointment of the Sacchar committee
and introducing a new ministry

seek their cooperation for
the yatra, more so amid
the perception that the
RSS hosses were yet to for-
give him for the Jinnah
episode.

“Party president Raj-
nath Singh will be there in
the yatra along with me.
The final dates are to be fi-
nalised but the yatra will
have nothing to do with
the forthcoming elections
in five states. In fact our
yatra will not pass
through those five states
and we will cover other
parts of the country. Dur-
ing the course of the ya-
tra, I as well as the party
president may take time off to cam-
paign in parts of those five states and
then return to the yatra,” Advani told
newspersons here. The BJP leader had
a hectic day-long schedule in the city on
Saturday, including unveiling a water
cascade with statues of RSS founder K
B Hedgewar and his successor Guru
Golwalkar whose birth centenary is be-
ing celebrated this year.

Rejecting his political opponents’
stand that such yatras caused commu-
nal tension and disunity in society, he
said his 1997 ‘Swarna Jayanti’ yatra of
59 days across the country was satisfy-
ing as it was aimed at paying tributes to
freedom fighters who laid down their
lives for the country. “A yatra is the best
way to effectively reach out to the peo-
ple, especially those who are not politi-

e

for minority affairs at the Centre,
Advani said.

Advani said the nature of the
coalition at the Centre spelled uncer-
tainty and fresh elections could not be
ruled out.

Raking up the Quattrochi issue, Ad-
vani said UPA government’s ‘scan-
dalous favour’ to Quattrochi “proved
why India should not have a person of
foreign origin in high offices. “In the
spirit of the Right to information Act, I
demand that the Prime Minister should
place before parliament all documents
related to the Quottrochi case,” Advani
said. Targeting Congress president
Soina Gandhi, he wondered why she
did not ask her ‘friend’ to come to India
and face trial instead of beingdeclared
a fugitive by Interpol.
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New Delhi, March 5: Three
days before Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s scheduled
statement in Parliament on
George W. Bush's visit, the
BJP stamped its seal of appro-
val on the nuclear deal, though
with several caveats.

The Opposition party’s
main reservation was wheth-
er the deal would fully serve
India’s national interests and
not become a “nightmare of
the future through shoddy and
inept implementation”.

A four-page statement by
Jaswant Singh, leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sa-
bha, said: “India’s assertions
of being part of the solution,
not a problem, appear to have
also been compro-
mised by the gov-
ernment’s handling
of this issue. The
government must,
therefore, fully sati-
sfy the country (on)
how our national
interests will con-
tinue to be fully sub-
served.”

Jaswant, who is
a former finance
and external affairs minister,
said the various statements re-
lated to the issue — the July 18,
2005, and March 2 agreements
and those put out by Indian
and US officials — created dis-
parities and caused confusion.

“It is the duty of the gov-
ernment to explain (the state-
meiits)y fully and fo the total
satisfaction of the country,”
he stressed.

It was the first substantive
response from the BJP and the
timing surprised observers as
the party’s spokespersons had
till vesterday said they would
speak only after the Prime Mi-
nister had spoken.

Asked about the timing of
his statement at a press brief-
ing this evening, Jaswant said
the government apparently
went into an overdrive to give
the impression that the deal
was perfect through leaks to

@\“7
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Jaswant Singh

stamp,_, v

he press fro
political leaders before the Pr-
ime Minister informed Parlia-
ment.

Therefore, it was importa-
nt to focus on the Opposition’s
concerns and misgivings so
that these were not relegated
to the background, he added.

Claiming that the latest
Bush-Singh statement was an
“explicit confirmation by the
present UPA government of
the continuing validity of the
BJP-NDA government”, Jas-
want alleged that the govern-
ment had “surrendered” on
two “important” counts.

First, according to the rep-
orted separation plan, two-thi-
rds of the nuclear power plan-
ts would be placed under Inter-
national Atomic Energy Age-
ncy (IAEA) safeguards, which
could result in a gap
on the fissile ma-
terial available for
weapons purposes.

Second, the Mar-
ch 2 agreement to
put the civilian nuc-
lear reactors under
the TIAEA safegua-
rds “clearly contra-
dicted” the govern-
ment’s earlier asser-
tion that India had
been recognised as a nuclear
weapons state.

He raised a series of ques-
tions such as, if “perpetual sa-
feguards” did not govern nu-
clear weapons states, why wo-
uld they now apply to India
when the government stated it
was on the same high table as
these states? “Also, how does
this protect India’s nuclear
programme as also its strate-
gic autonomy?”

Jaswant also demanded to
know if India would have the
same responsibilities with the
IAEA as the other advanced
nuclear states, whether “safe-
guards in perpetuity” will be
perpetually locked in with fuel
supply, what “India-specific
safeguards” with the IAEA
meant and whether the gove-
rnmemt‘ltaﬁ built exit clauses
should this agreement be re-
jected by US Congress. ’
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Grand alhance
hits BJP hurdle

K

Q
Lead role \for Didi

if she quits NDA.

0
HT Correspondent 9 P Q
Kolkata, January 7

Drama n court !
over new warrant W

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 7

MAMATA BANERJEE'S ‘grand alliance’
project seemed to receive a shot in the arm on
Saturday. But only seemed. Under pressure
from the Trinamool to show its anti-Left cre-
dentials, the Congress, after an extended ex-
ecutive committee meeting, lobbed the ball
back into Mamata’s court, inviting her to be
part of —evenlead —a “progressive, secular
and democratic front of all anti-Left forces.”

But “secular” was the operative word. Ma-
mata must leave the NDA and dump the BJP,
PCC chief Pranab Mukherjee said.

If Mamata will play ball is anybody’s guess.
But if she doesn’t and if the alliance fails to
take off, she too will have to take the blame.

“We discussed the matter in detail and we
resolved that there should be a secular front.
Mamata can lead such an alliance. But she
must leave the BJP to make it work,” the PCC
chief said. For Mamata, it's a difficult
choice. And deliberately made so. Out of
power in Bengal for decades, the Congress
can afford one more term in the Opposition.
But if Mamata dumps the BJP at this late
hour to ally with the Congress she could be
seen as a rank opportunist.

The offer was made difficult, because the
executive committee strongly disfavoured
any truck with Mamata. Most of its 45 mem-
bers, including Pranab and PR.Das Munshi,
saw no justification in allying with her. Dis-
trict presidents of the two 24-Parganas, Na-
dia, Murshidabad, Malda and the two Dina-
jpurs and two Midnapores pointed out that
the Trinamool had been routed in the last
Lok Sabha polls in their areas. “Why are we
debating this? Can we ally with someone
who is with the BJP?” Mursh:dabad MP Ad-
hir Chowdhury asked. Even Das Munshi
shifted his stand and said “We will not repeat
the mistakes of 1977 and 1989 when the
CPI(M) joined hands with the Sangh Parivar
to oust the Congress at the Centre.” Asked to
comment, Mamata said, “1 will speak only af-
ter talking to Pranab Mukherjee.”

THE BARASAT chief judicial magistrate on
Saturday passed a fresh order instructing
the police to arrest Mamata Banerjee by Feb-
ruary 27. The court had set a Saturday dead-
line for the arrest of seven persons, includ-
ing Mamata, in a 12-year-old criminal case.
But drama unfolded in the courtroom when
the police prayed for more time. State police
and Kolkata police even traded charges over
whose responsibility it was to arrest her.

Chief judicial magistrate Siddhartha Roy
Chowdhury sought an explanation why the
seven accused had not been produced before
the court. A Kolkata police representative
said the accused were all political personali-
ties, criss-crossing the districts for various
programmes. The police were thus unable to
arrest them within the deadline.

The court criticised the police and set the
fresh deadline. Public prosecutor Bikash
Ranjan Dey said, “It is a defamation of court.
The Kolkata Police should have clarified
whether or not they could execute the order.
Instead, they prayed that the Barasat police
should execute it. It is totally up to the courts
to decide who should execute the order”.

A huge crowd had gathered outside the
court in the hope of catching a glimpse of
Mamata. But neither Mamata nor her lawyer
turned up. Mamata was unwilling to com-
ment on the court order. But she said the
whole exercise was a conspiracy hatched by
the CPI(M) to malign her before the polls.

She pointed out that the incident for which
she was booked took place in 1994. “I wasn’t ar-
rested then. And now vears later, the police are
after me. This is a new CPI(M) ploy, but it
won’t work. People will drive them out of Ben-
gal if they resort to such practices,” she said.

CPI(M) state secretary Anil Biswas, howev-
er, said the decision to arrest Mamata was that
of the police and the court and the CPI(M) had
nothing to do with it, “As for the case being
old, such cases had been raked up against our
men too. It is nothing new,” he said.
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Girish Kuber
T MUVBAI 1 JANUARY
AHATMA  Gandhi’s
clarion call was “Let’s
reach out to the vil-
lages”. The father of modern In-
'dia was referring to the need to
develop and modernise villages
and lift them out of poverty. But
successive politicians have used
the image of the huinble farnier
and the rustic way of life to woo
voters and win their favour. The
BJP was no different. Rajnath
Singh, its next president, will be
the first farmer to head the BJP
in its 25-year-old history.
Rustic and carefree looking
Mr Singh raay not have an ur-
bane, media savvy appeal. But
he certainly has what it takes to
lead a party in the Hindi heart-
land. His distinct oratorical
skills along with grassroots
connectivity and the fact that
he is a Thakur made Mr Singh
BJP’s best bet in Uttar Pradesh,
the state that sends 80 MPs 1o
the Lok Sabha.
Mr Singh has, so far, main-
tained a somewhat low profile,
though in UP the fiery Thakur is

give BJPa
ireshloo

T

known for his dexirous political

managerial skills. “The parry 1
chanting the "voing back 1o ba

sics’ mantra for a long time. Raj

nath Singh s its fivst major visible
sign,” a BJP leader said, explain-
ing the rationale behind bis ap-
pointment. An ardent heiwver in
the RSS ideology, Mr Singh's ap

pointment was expected tobring
back BJPs traditiona!
caste vote bank to it vwh
late had deserted the poait,

In UP BJP has a strong OR
leader in Kalvan Singh, while
Lalji Tandoi and Kairai Mishira
are its Brahous f Rapiath
Singh as the fece ofthe Thakus
one of the state’s Jeminant
castes, completes the pucture

Alwavs witht the RSS, dir
Singh a former physics leci:
er inn KB Post Graduate Col-
lege, Mirzapur in his cariv
days,
sectivns of the
Parivar iy differes .
He was with RIP suidenwy
wing, Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarti
Parishad, then maeved o Jan
Sangh, the BJPS earlier aviaar
and later joined Jay Prakash
Naravan's movenient as well.

hag wwaried I varons

sangh
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Advani resigns

as BJP

el

pre3|den

Rajnath Singh to take charge on Monday, says new respon51b1hty isatest ~ ‘ n 37

Neena Vyas

MUMBAI: Lal Krishna Advani re-
signed from his position as Bha-
ratiya Janata Party president
here on Saturday and formally
declared that his successor
would be Rajnath Singh who
would take charge at the BJP
headquarters in New Delhi on
January 2.

With this the controversy that
started in June this year in the
Sangh Parivar after Mr. Advani
made his controversial remarks
about Pakistan founder Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah being secular
during his visit to Pakistan has
come to rest.

Mr. Advani denied that he was
forced to resign under the pres-
sure of the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh. He said he had
done what he had declared at the
party’s Chennai national exec-
utive session in September.

Mr. Advani announced his re-
signation at a press conference
here a day after the party’s silver
Jjubilee National Council session
concluded. His resignation let-
ter had been given to senior vice-
president Venkaiah Naidu, he
said. Several senior party lead-
ers, including Rajnath Singh,
Jaswant Singh, Pramod Maha-
jan, Venkaiah Naidu Ananth Ku-
mar, Gopinath Munde, Prakash
Javadekar and Atul Shah were
present.

He said he would continue to
be the Leader of the Opposition
and remain active in politics. It
was not going to be ‘sanyas’ (ex-
ile) for him. “My responsibility

- as a party worker will be with me
all my life,” he said. In response
to a question he added, “even
when I was not party president
or the Leader of the Opposition 1
think the party attached some
importance to my face.”

Earlier, the national executive
committee adopted a resolution
moved by Mr. Jaswant Singh
placing on record its deep appre-
ciation of Mr. Advani’s ‘extraor-
dinary contribution’ to the party
and ‘the proud record of 60 years

W

PASSING ON THE BATON: Bharatiya Janata Party’s outgoing president L.K. Advani greets his successor Rajnath
Singh in Mumbgt on Saturday. Mr. Advani will continue to be the Leader of the Opposition. — PHOTO: AP

in public’ as an “ideal ‘karyakar-
ta’ [worker]” not just as a leader
and a former party president and
Deputy Prime Minister.

In a brief statement Mr. Raj-
nath Singh paid handsome trib-
utes to his predecessor, saying
that Mr. Advani had made the
largest contribution to the rapid
increase in the strength of the
BJP “from two Lok Sabha seats
in 1984 to nearly 200” (the BJP
was 180 plus in the 13th Lok Sab-
ha). He said he was accepting the
responsibility being given to him
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“not as an honour but a test.” He
recalled the words spoken by
Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the first
National Council session of the
party in 1980 to say that the
‘mantra’ of the party should be
“sangharsh, sanghatan aur san-
rachna” (struggle, organisation
and construction).

It was a hundred years ago
that the call for ‘swaraj’ was giv-
en to the people of India, Mr.
Singh said, and today the need
was to convert that ‘swaraj’ into
‘suraj, suchita aur suraksha’

(good governance, probity in
public life and security for all
people).

As he prepared to take over
the new responsibility Mr. Vaj-
payee and Mr. Advani would be
the ‘motivating force’ while his
party colleagues would be the
‘driving force’ of the party.

He underlined the need to re-
main on the ideological path
chosen by the party. “The same
political thinking that inspired
us to start our political journey
will guide us forward.’

Answering questions, Mr. Ad- |
vani said that under the BJP
constitution Mr. Rajnath Singh’s
current tenure would be till Feb-
ruary 2007, as he would be com-
pleting the three-year
presidential tefture that started
in 2003 under Mr. Naidu.

But, the party could give him
another three-year tenure.

The organisation’s election
process for that would begin
sometime next year with a mem-
bership drive.
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But Will Continue As 0, pn Leader In Lok Sabha

Mumbai: Bowing down as BJP president mark-
ing the culmination of a public spat with the
RSS over his Jinnah remarks, L K Advani on

Hailing Rajnath for his services to the party,
Advani hoped that under his stewardship the
party would “head for a very good patch in
2006”. The remarks were a reminder to the

Saturday rejected suggestions that he was re-

“bad patch” the par-
ty has experienced
in the last 25 weeks,
following a series of
scams and the spat
with the RSS.
Advani sought to
make light of the re-
mark by former
prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee pro-
jecting him as Ram
and Pramod Maha-
jan as Lakshman of
the party, which has
created a row in the
second line of lead-
ership due to the
sudden elevation of
Mahajan. “Vajpayee
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signing under the Sangh fountainhead’s pres-
sure and said it was up to the party to project
him as its face in the next Lok Sabha elections.
Advani, who announced on Saturday he
would hand over the baton to his successor Ra-
jnath Singh formally in Delhi on Monday, stuck
to his remarks on Jinnah made during his visit
to Pakistan in summer. Addressing a press con-
ference at the end of the party’s silver jubilee
national convention, he said he would continue
to be the leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha.
“Even now, a very important office is still with
me. In parliament, my responsibility is very
much there. I have been a worker of the party
from the beginning and continue to be so irre-
spective of the positions I have held,” he said.

“+1ANKS: Advani at the Siddhivinayak temple on Saturday

termed us Ram and
Lakshman because
we were sitting by his side at the public meeting
at Shivaji Park. Nothing more should be read
into it,” Advani said, adding that had he been a
journalist, he would also have interpreted it for
“a copy”. He said the former prime minister
had retired from active politics as he was keep-
ing indifferent health.

On the Jinnah controversy, Advani said he
was a bit disappointed that he could not prop-
erly communicate the context of his statement
to party workers and others. “I quoted exactly
what Jinnah said in the Pakistan assembly on
August 11, 1947, and that created all this on
both sides. In Pakistan, to call Jinnah a secular
person was a slur, while here it was a distortic
of history,” he remarked. agencies



