Sikkim sets

rlders for,s -

Nath \I& !

AMITAVA Banerjee
Darjeeling, June 25

NATHU LA is not
for all. Only Sik-
kim-based traders
with a border-trade
licence and related |
documents will be
allowed to engage |
in trade through |
the mountain pass. #

After days of in- i
tense ~ speculation |
on the volume, con-
tour and benefici- |
aries of trade thro- |
ugh the historic co-
rridor, Sikkim chi-
ef minister Pawan |
Chamling said on |
Sunday that for
now, only Sikkim Tourists at Nathu La.
subjects, perma-
nent residents of Sikkim and people with land
registered in their names or running a busi-
ness in Sikkim would be issued trade passes.

Trading will be allowed in only 29 listed
items. The licence, renewable every year
against a fee of Rs 50, will be cancelled if any
trader fails to engage in trade or if he has any
adverse police report against him.

Quoting figures from a report by the Nathu-
la Study Group, Chamling said the trade vol-
ume by 2010 would be in the range of Rs 353
crore. By 2015, it should grow to Rs 450 crore
and by 2020 to Rs 575 crore. “Sikkim will earn
revenue from licence fee, toll tax and charges
from tourists,” he said. The opening of cross-
border trade would trigger a tourist boom,
which would generate revenue worth Rs 181
lakh. The earnings from this sector could go up
to Rs 347 lakh by 2010. The revenues from li-
cence fee and toll tax would be Rs 81 lakh per
year for the first five years but should go up to
Rs 3 crore later on. A permit fee of Rs 50 would
be levied on each vehicle entering Sikkim from
China, Chamling said.

Every vehicle crossing into China from
Sikkim will have to pay 5 yuans (Rs 25). On the
opening day, July 6, 100 traders and 60 vehicles
will be sent up to Nathu La. The names of the
traders and the registration numbers of the ve-
hicles will have to be enlisted with the indus-
tries ministry of Sikkim within July 1. This
list will be forwarded to China by the Indian
government. Cross-border trade through
Nathu La would provide employment for more
than 2,000 people, he added.

Commenting on Bengal eying a slice of the
Nathu La trade cake, Chamling said, “The
trade policy is laid down by the Centre and we
will abide by its policies.”
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histonc trade route bet-
ween Ihdia and China
through the Nathu la
route i on 6 July
-z *axso reopens atitst range of
possxbxhies ‘and-opportunities.
This is more so for the neigh-
- bour-locked North-east region.
This trade route reopening was
an absolute impossibility even a
decade back but four major
factors have steadily converged
tq make this happen.
~ First, the farsightedness and
-dynamism of the Sikkimese poli-
tical leadership. The consistent
arguments of chief minister Pa-
wan Chamling over the past de-
cade led to the sensitising of all
segments of Sikkimese society,
bringing in knowledge and ex-
pertise to indicate potential
gains. He absorbed criticism and
sought to overwhelm politics by
economics. His favourable poli-
tical equation with the Centre
backed by his positive image
alsoboosted the prospects for its
reopening.

Second, a significant realisa-
tion on the part of China that its
national security could be en-
sured more durably through a
policy of -mulin zhengce, or
better relations with zhoubian
guojia (periphery countries).
They gradually and successfully
implemented this in the form of
local integration in the Asia-
Pacific and Central Asian re-
_gions. The growing warmth in its
relations with India is part of this
larger process of constructive
and inclusive rapprochement,
c01nc1d1ng with India’s burgeo-
ning aspirations to be a major
international actor.

_Third, globalisation triggered
opportunities and issues of mar-
ket expansion and integration
became a central- theme in
India-China relations. Thus,
econonti¢ ties and compulsions

_of wider integration have open-
ed the Vistdd of new approachés’

to resolve the longstanding
boundary disputes.

Fourth, the development of a
more realistic analysis and fav-

 As a rebtlt; muchof the ¥

ourable public opinion created
by both national and local
media.

Nowhere in India is the cross-
border interaction for a group of
states so critical and essential
than to the North-east. This is on
account of historical linkages,
where over 98 per cent of the
border is with neighbouring
countries and more crucially the

u

has developed that thrives on
this exclusive paradigm which
has no future. People’s depen-
dence on the State has quadru-
pled even in areas whére volun-
tarism was once the core to
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damental difference between
“us” in the North-east and “they”

*in the mainland in Andhra

Pradesh, Rajasthan and Gujarat.
This social ethos of poor
commercial assertion needs to
be revisited.

The North-east is the foun-
dation and a gateway of India’s
Look East Policy and initiatives
like South Asia Growth Quad-

&b e
convenience and compulsions
of multifaceted cross border
intercourse. The efficiency gains
of deeper and wider cross border
interactions will outsmart eco-
nomic stagnancy, social frus-
tration and political inactions.

Unfortunately, till now, the se-
curity discourse has overwhelm-
ed and vanquished the best
economic arguments. For devel-
opment and trade economists,
the security argument is a vi-
cious circle wherein the funda-
mental elements of regular eco-
nomic practices and social ex-
changes become not only irra-
tional but go beyond the public
purview.

The North-east has at times
been forcibly confined to this

-Asecurity- developmenﬁivmwwhappgn. earlier? .

dlgm over the past five d ,
ori -
has become a bottomless pit as
far as investment and flow of
resources is concerned. More
seriously a vested constituency

societal progress.

The biggest challenge to the
region is to think big, look for-
ward and to move in an inte-
grative and inclusive framework.
Besides other -instruments of
achieving this goal of an inte-
grated economy, the most vital is
to steadily reopen the borders
for meaningful economic and
commercial interactions. This
wotld bring massive infrastruc-
tural developments, newer
vistas of cooperation and more
importantly newer players.

We must build the gas pipeline
from Myanmar through the
North-east and review the bene-
fits: the use of gas through this
pipeline could bring major
structural changes. Why did not
Mhy is 1t

- delayed? The chief
“the région should have’ strongly
lobbied for this pipeline in Delhi.
They should have engaged the
media and experts even for po-
litical mileage. This is the fun-

rangle (SAGQ) and Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Techno-Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC). However, the entire
discourse is confined to a
handful of intellectuals, former
diplomats and research and
donor agencies largely located in
Delhi. Who is accountable for
doing nothing on such a mag-
nificently potential concept and
initiatives? When will the people
in the region wake up to grab the
positive gains of globalisation
and distance themselves from
the status of a bamboo and
plneapple -economy? We find
nothmg happening in this
regard in the North-east though
it is the key stakeholder.

Border trade has met with the
same fate. To what extent does
border trade impinge upon
security? How can we ignore the
informal and even illegal trade
of almost a billion dollars that
takes place through these
borders? The very nature,

direction and volume of border
trade show that there are ample
markets. This also indicates that
there is a parallel economy with
a chain of service providers on
both sides of the border.

An unregulated situation has
essentially engendered parallel
circuits of banking, insurance,
supplies and other services.
This has been used by inimical
forces thereby generating a new
security dynamics. Where are
those political and civil society
constituencies in the North-
east that argue for regulating
this trading practices through
much more substantive
interventions like cross border
infrastructure projects,
investments, service exchanges
besides trading.

In addition, the chief minis-
ters, private sector and other
civil society organs of the region
must unite to convince Bangla-
desh of the need for a transit
route that could fetch the latter
an estimated annual revenue of
$400 to 500 million. This will
make the North-east market
doubly accessible for Bangla-
deshi goods and help resolve

the latter's trade deficit
grievance with India. Besides
reducing huge tran-

saction/transport costs, it will
be able to use Bangladeshi

ports, go for industrial
cooperation and even lead to
gas trading.

The present distance of 1,645
km between Agartala and Kol-
kata via Siliguri was hardly 350
km through the then East Pakis-
tan before Partition. Agartala is
still 135 km away from the
nearest Indian railhead whereas
it is hardly four km from the
railhead at Akhura in Bangia-
desh. The onus to rise and seize
the opportunities is on the
politicians, civil society and
youth of the North-east.

Sikkim has shown the way
and Nathu la is the symbol.

(The author is Chairman, South
Asia Centre, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, and leader of the
Team of Experts, Nathu la Trade
Report 2005.)



Ulfa on the backfoot \/

Centre proves sincerity, 1T its sway “\(Qgc;%( °7\ /1.6\

hat the PMO did not postpone the third round of talks with the Ulfa-appointed

People’s Consultative Group despite a series of bomb blasts in Assam early this
month is testimony to Delhi’s determination to keep the peace process alive. In fact this
has strengthened the Centre’s hand and nailed the oft-repeated Ulfa contention that the
former is not sincere in solving the problem. The Ulfa gave the impression of having
mellowed when it refrained from violence before and during the assembly elections but
that turned out to be deceptive. Now that Delhi has established that it will not
compromise on the issue of sovereignty the ball is back in the Ulfa’s court. It was only
after the the PMO agreed to discuss this core issue the Ulfa appointed the PGC last
September. Few will believe the Ulfa's denial of having had anything to do with the
recent series of explosions that left at least six people dead and 50 injured. Only highly
trained bomb experts can use such sophisticated devices and there is no dearth of this
talent in Ulfa ranks. Even more ridiculous was the outfit’s self-styled commander-in-
chief, Paresh Barua, blaming the Assam police for engineering such explosions.

The Ulfa also had the cheek to threaten some senior editors and journalists of Assam.
The fourth estate’s prompt condemnation should leave it in no doubt that attempts to
gag the press will not be tolerated. There is also little doubt about Ulfa losing public
support through its mindless killings of civilians. This is something the people had not
expected and is a proof of the outfit'’s graduation from insurgency to terrorism ~ which
must be tackled accordingly. Every effort must be made to solve the problem, if
necessary by conceding the demand for the release of some Ulfa leaders.



Centre to consider plea for

rel

Vinay Kumar

NEW DELH): The Centre on Thurs-
day assured a group of United
Liberation Front of Asom (UL-
FA) nominated negotiators that
it would “consider favourably”
their demand for the release of
five top ULFA leaders.

The assurance was given by
Union Home Minister Shivraj
Patil at the third round of talks
between the Government and
the 11-member People’s Consul-
tative Group (PCG) here. Mr. Pa-
til told the PCG that their
request for freeing the five ULFA
leaders would be considered fa-
vourably in consultation with
the Assam Government.

The Minister also. agreed to
work out modalities through
mutual consultations for hold-
ing direct talks with the out-
lawed insurgent group in a fixed
timeframe, At the end of the
talks, lasting about three hours,
a brief joint statement was is-
sued, expressing the hope that
there would be restraint on all
sides. The Centre-PCG ' talks
were held in the backdrop of a
recent spate of bomb blasts and
explosions in Assam believed to
have been engineered by ULFA
activists.

“The Home Minister urged
the PCG to impress upon ULFA
to ensure a peaceful and condu-
cive environment so that direct
talks with the Government of In-
dia are held at the earliest,” the
joint statement said.

DISCUSSING PEACE: Home Minister Shivraj Patil talks to Indira Goswami (second from right), and other members
of the People’s Consultative Group of the United Liberation Front of Asom in New Delhi on Thursday.
- PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

It said that the PCG also ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
Minister’s approach to negotia-
tions that would help usher last-
ing peace in Assam. “PCG also
assured the Home Minister that
they would appeal to the ULFA
to create a peaceful atmosphere
in Assam which will be condu-
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cive to holding direct talks,” the
statement said.

Besides Mr. Patil, National Se-
curity Adviser M.K. Narayanan,
Home Secretary V.K. Duggal and
other senior Home Ministry offi-
cials along with the Chief Secre-
tary of Assam participated in the
talks. Dr. Indira Goswami, emi-

nent Assamese writer and
mediator, and 10 other members
participated in the meeting on
behalf of PCG.

Sources familiar with the PCG
said the Centre, in consultation
with the State Government,
would consider the release of
ULFA vice-chairman Pradip Go-

goi, cultural secretary Pranati
Deka, publicity secretary Mith-
inga Daimary, executive com-
mittee member Ramu Mech and
ideologue Bhimakanta Burago-
hain. Sources said the sole agen-
daof the PCG was to bring ULFA
to the negotiating table.
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SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP
GUWAHATI | JUNE 10

HE United Libefatiqn |
I Front of Asom

. (ULFA) and the Peo-
ple’s Consultative Group
nominated by the ULFA
have blamed the govern-
ment for the series of blasts
across the state that killed
five people and injured sev-
eral others yesterday.

“The explosions have
been carried out by govern-
ment agencies to derail the
ongoing peace process,” a
statement e-mailed by the
ULFA sdid. The outfit alleged
that government intelligence
agencies had already publi-
cised that ULFA would strike
at vital installations, even
mentioning the Assam Police
Special Branch IG by name in
this connection.

The ULFA statement also
named a few Guwahati-
based journalists, including
former editor of The Sentinel
DN Bezboruah, saying they

police and

agencies in running a cam-

had joined hands with the

intelligence

pras MR
[

Gogoisaid. 'The bomb was detected and defused
minutes before it was to explode,” he said.

INDIAN EXPRESS

Members of the bemb disposal squad put away a time
homb in Guwahat: o Saturday. The cxplosive was
concealed in a tiffin box and plantci in the busy Pan
Bazaar area, city senior superintendent of police Nitul

behind blasts: ULFA, PCG

paign against the ULFA,
aimed at derailing the on-
going peace process. The
next round of talks are
scheduled for June 22.

The 11-member PCG has
also held the government
responsible for the latest
spate of violence in the
state. “The government has
to be held responsible for
this renewed spate of vio-
lence. It was the govern-
ment which pushed the
ULFA to the wall by
sitting on a decision to cre-
ate a conducive atmosphere
for peace talks by undertak-
ing a series of confidence
building measures,” said
Dilip Patgiri, a member of
the PCG.

ULFA, on the other hand,
had maintained “apprecia-
ble” restraint since January
26 following an assurance
from the government that
the confidence building mea-
sures would be undertaken,
he added, “but the govern-
ment has continued with re-
pressive measures including
several incidents in which se-
curity forces have killed a
number of ULFA cadres”.

» GANGTOK: The Sikkim Assembly on Saturday passed a
Bill preventing disqualification of its legislators for holding
offices of profit.

The Bill, passed on the last day of a two-day special ses-
sion, amends the Sikkim Legislative Assembly Members (Re-
moval of Disqualification) Act of 1978 to add a few more offices
to the ones already enumerated. The Assembly session was
convened after the Opposition Congress, BJP and Sikkim Hi-
mali Rajya Parishad (SHRP) last month accused 17 MLAs of the
ruling SDF of holding offices of profit. Replying to Opposition
charges that the Act was unconstitutional, Law Minister RB
Subba said Articles 246 and 191 of the Constitution empow-
ered the legislature to make laws. —PTI
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48 injured in explosions , ULFA hand suspected

Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI: Five persons were
killed and 48 injured in serial
blasts that took place in differ-
ent parts of the State since
Thursday night.

The United Liberation Front
of Asom (ULFA) is suspected to
be behind the explosions.

In the city, five persons died
and at least 20 were injured, two
of them seriously, when an ex-
plosive device went off at the
wholesale vegetable market at
Machkhowa around 4.15 p.m. on
Friday.

City Senior Superintendent of
Police Nitul Gogoi told
The Hindu that the blast was
caused by a time-delay device.
On Thursday, 28 people were in-
jured in four blasts at Dhubri,

0 JuUn 2006

o Explosion in wholesale
market on Friday, injures
20

o Four blasts on Thursday
night, 28 injured

Golokganj, and
Haibargaon.

The ULFA is yet to claim re-
sponsibility for the blasts. But
Inspector-General of Police
Khagen Sharma said the self-
styled commander of ULFA’s 28
Battalion, Mrinal Hazarika, who
was arrested recently, had re-
vealed that ULFA chief Paresh
Barua had ordered all battalions
to carry out attacks from June 9
toll

Assamese writer Indira Gos-
wami, who has been facilitating

Mangaldoi

discussions between the ULFA-
formed People’s Consultative
Group (PCG) and the Centre,
told reporters in New Delhi that
the Centre was willing to release
the leaders to hold direct talks.
The ULFA chief had demanded
the release of the outfit’s central
committee members.

After meeting National Secu-
rity Adviser M.K. Narayanan and
Union Home Secretary V.K.
Duggal, Dr. Goswami said the
next round of talks had been
fixed for June 22, Mr. Narayanan
had agreed to be present at the
meeting to be presided over by
Union Home Minister Shivraj
Patil.

See aiso Page 12
e —————————
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/Questions of peace
v, in Assam 9 G

he deadly chain of violence set off in Assam\over
the past few days — the handiwork of the United
Liberation Front of Asom, by all accounts — poses
challenges for the peace process under way to end
insurgency in the State. In the classic terrorist tradition,
ULFA has blamed state intelligence agencies for the vio-
lence against civilians — including the June 9 explosion in
Guwahati that left five persons, mostly vegetable vendors,
dead. But it owned up the attacks on vital oil installations.
Serial blasts have been ULFA’s trademark tactic. Coming as
they do ahead of talks scheduled for June 22, they can only
be seen as holding a gun to the Government’s head. Signif-
icantly, the violence started soon after the Union Home
Secretary set the date for the talks and conveyed it to the
People’s Consultative Group (PCG), the team of interloc-
utors deployed by ULFA in September 2005 to work out a
mutually acceptable peace process. The dialogue between
the Centre and the PCG was expected to lead to a bilateral
ceasefire agreement — however reluctant ULFA has tradi-
tionally been to be drawn into one — leading to direct talks.
The previous rounds, held in October 2005 and in February
2006, created a somewhat optimistic atmosphere. ULFA
was supposed to be looking forward to the next round while
repeatedly pressing its demand for the release of five high-
ranking insurgent leaders in government custody — making
it sound like a precondition for talks. Despite the provoca-
tions, the Government has confirmed that the June 22
round will be held. The violence, however, has raised new
questions about the secessionist outfit’s sincerity of purpose
as well as its ability to keep agents provocateurs within its
ranks reined in. One factor that might have provoked ULFA
to demonstrate its ability to strike terror and kill is a survey
attributed to the PCG, which showed that less than one per
cent of the people of Assam now support ULFA and its cause.
Any opportunity to break the spiral of violence in north-
eastern India is welcome. The latest terror strikes do not, in
any way, detract from the larger reality: ordinary people
have become weary of the insurgencies, the senseless kill-
ings and destruction of property; and the state clearly has
the upper hand and has no reason to give in to tactics of
violence and intimidation. New Delhi should play a steady
hand, adopting a principled and consistent line while deal-
ing with the panoply of regional outfits (one recent count
put the number at over a hundred, with some 30 of them
engaged in insurgency). Just as there can be no giving in to
terror tactics, there must be no succumbing to efforts to
sabotage the peace process. On its part, the Congress-led
Government of Assam needs to end complacency: the latest
terror strikes speak to a failure of intelligence and a lowering
of guard.
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Denial syndrome

Centre must heed Ulfa duplicity

LFA's reported denial of having had anything to do with last week’s explosions over

three consecutive days that killed six people and injured-about 50 must-be taken
with a pinch of salt. It has no credibility. Remember, it even denied any hand in the 2004
Dhemaji Independence Day blast that left 13 dead, including some schoolchildren.
Civilians and oil and gas pipelines are increasingly being targeted, clearly signs of terro-
rism, and if the Centre takes no heed of the latest developments then Assam is bound to
go the Kashmir way. That the People’s Consultative Group has reportedly appealed to
the very outfit that appointed it to eschew violence is tacit admission of who the
perpetrators are. Assamese facilitator Indira Raisom-Goswami, though, does not seem
to agree and remains noncommittal. Apart from Ulfa, there is no other organisation that
can be suspected since another militant group, the National Democratic Front of Boro-
land, is observing a truce with the Centre and would not jeopardise the peace process
by indulging in such murderous activities.

The Assam police is said to be on alert following Intelligence reports of impending
Ulfa attacks last week. Ulfa’s prestigious 28 battalion commander Mrinal Hazarika, who
Wwas nabbed in Siliguri recently, is also said to have revealed such plans. But terrorists are
friendly, smiling people until they wreak havoc. If the latest blasts were intended to
strengthen the outfit’s bargaining point before the third round of PCG-PMO talks some
time this month, or is a message of what to expect if negotiations fail, it must be made
clear that there will be no deal until it gives up violence. Defence minister Pranab Muk-
herjee is right that there is no precondition that jailed Ulfa leaders must be released
before talks. The demand was an afterthought and was not mentioned in chairman Ara-
binda Rajkhowa’s letter to the PMO ~ he merely wanted talks on sovereignty and the

_ Centre agreed. But if the release helps facilitate talks there is no reason why it canngf be
considered, though strictly on condition that they will be constantly under /state
surveillance to ensure they do net disagnear as most top leaders did in 1993.
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eligious rituals are p:;rt of public life in

many areas in the North-east. The ‘special

prayers’ in Manipur’s churches for the
success of the Naga peace talks were a different
matter though. The prayers reflected a hope. More
important, they also signalled a fear. The talks
which are to resume in Amsterdam next week
have been somewhat clouded by uncertainties of
late. The Naga leaders are known to have become
rather restive. The point of the prayers, however,
is that the people do not want the talks to fail.
Their desire for peace outweighs the problems
New Delhi and the Naga interlocutors face in re-
solving some of the complex issues. This clearly is
the most important message from the prayers. No
matter how intractable some issues may appear,
the people in Manipur and in Nagaland would not
like either side to walk out of the peace process.
The peace initiative that began in 1997 is not sim-
ply a matter of extending the ceasefire every year.
Its most significant contribution is the hope that
Nagaland will not return to the tragic days of in-
surgency. Nothing should be allowed to destroy
that hope.

The rebels’ demand for the integration of all
Naga-inhabited areas has long proved to be the
most difficult challenge for the peacemakers. For
the Nagas, the issue is central to their idea of an
ethnic identity. They actually want this territorial
question to determine the identity of the Naga
‘nation’. From New Delhi’s point of view, this is
the most difficult demand to meet because such a
course would involve a reorganization of the
boundaries of several states in the region. A ten-
tative plan to this effect by the previous govern-
ment at the Centre led to a violent protest in Ma-
nipur. New Delhi needs to be extremely careful in
dealing with the issue. A solution will depend pri-
marily on a spirit of mutual accommodation. Not
only the Nagas but also other ethnic groups faced
problems of territorial identities because of his-
torical reasons. It is not easy for the state to
rewrite either the history or the geography of the
region. It is often necessary to right the wrongs of
history in deference to the popular will. The task
before New Delhi is to solve the territorial prob-
lem in a manner that would be acceptable to both
the Nagas and the Meiteis of Manipur. The Naga
leaders too cannot afford to ignore the sentiments
of other ethnic groups. The main challenge in
Amsterdam will be to revive the spirit of mutual
trust.
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front

Sushanta Talukdar

GUWAHATI: The Congress on Fri-

day sought the support of the

Bodoland People’s Progressive

Front (BPPF-Hagrama Mahil-
| lary faction) in the formation of
a coalition government in As-
sam,

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi
invited BPPF (Hagrma) presi-
dent and chief of the Bodoland
Territorial Council, Hagrma
Mahillary, and deputy chief,
Chandan Brahma, for a break-
fast meeting at his official resi-
dence and sought their support
' for the formation of the next

government. The meeting was
attended by AICC general secre-
tary in-charge of Asom, Digvijay
Singh, and AICC secretary
Chandan Bagchi.

Later, Mr. Mahillary told
presspersons that his party de-
manded five berths — three Cab-
inet and two Ministers of State —
in lieu of support for the forma-
tion of a Congress-led govern-
ment.

He also demanded ‘that Ris™

party be given the post of deputy
chief minister and the Home
portfolio.

CLP to meet today

The Congress Legislature Par-
ty (CLP) is scheduled to meet on
Saturdayto elect its leader. The

. BPPF (Hagrama) is also sched-
| uled to meet on the same day to
J elect its leader and finalise the
i list of five names to be submitted
to the Congress for ministerial
berths.

Congress
seeks Bodo

support

Hagrama demands five berths

\“6\;

In the Assembly elections, the
Congress won 53 seats, while the
BPPF (Hagrama) got 12. Their
combined strength is one more
than the magic number of 64 in
the 126-member Lower House.

Unanimous choice

Congress sources said Mr. Go-
goi was likely to be elected unan-
imously at the CLP meeting,
which they described as a mere
formality. Mr. Digvijay Singh
and Mohsina Kidwai, observer,
would be present.

A senior Congress MLA said
efforts were on to enlist the sup-
port of independents to ensure
that the Government was not
entirely dependent on the BPPF
(Hagrama). Sources said that af-
ter the CLP meeting, Mr. Gogoi
would go to Raj Bhavan with the
signatures of at least 74 MLAs,
including the Congress, the
BPPF (Hagrma) and some 10 in-
dependents. The independents,
including five Congress rebel
candidates, won 11 seats.

He is then likely to leave for
Delhi to get the approval of Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi for
the list of legislators to be in-
cluded in the new ministry. The
size of the ministry, including
the Chief Minister, cannot ex-
ceed 19.

The sources said the other
possible aspirants for the post of
chief minister such as PCC pres-
ident Bhubaneswar Kalita, the
former Power Minister, Deva-
nand Konwar, and Transport
Minister Anjan Dutta were out
of contention. .
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"Gogoi stakes claim
Bodo front makes a condition | \‘ k\ﬂ

%

14 My 2006
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Sushanta Talukdar r g)%“

GUWAHATL: Assam Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi on Saturday eve-
ning called on Governor Lt. Gen.
Aretd) Ajay Singh and staked
claim to form a coalition govern-
ment. Earlier in the day, he was
pifhiiously . re-eletted Con-
gress Legislature Party leader.

Mr. Gogoi will be sworn in on
Sunday. He is scheduled to leave
for Delhi to meet Congress Pres-
ident 8onia Gandhi immediately
aftertsking oath,

Swearing in

Sources in Raj Bhavan said
other Ministers would be sworn
in after Mr. Gogoi’s return.

Mr. Gogoi submitted a list of
72 legislators along with their
signatures to the Governor.
They included 53 Congress leg-
islators, 12 from the Bodoland
People’s Progressive Front (Ha-
grama faction), one from the Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP)
and six independents.

Before leaving for Raj Bhavan,
Mr. Gogoi said at joint press con-
ference with BPPF (Hagrama)
president Hagrama Mahillary
the Union Cabinet had given ap-

proval for a Rs. 5,460¢crore As-
sam Gas Cracker project.

The Bodo front toneddown its
earlier demand for five berths
but came up with a condition
that all the clauses.of the.Bade
accord signed by the erstwhile
Bodo Liberation Tigets (BLT)
with the Centre and the State
Government must be imple-
mented.

Not rigid

“We are not rigid about the
berths in the Ministry. But we
want that the Bodo accord im-
plemented in toto. More than
the berths, implementation of
the accord is more important,”
said Mr. Mahillary.

The accord brought to an end
the armed struggle by the BLT
for creation of a separate state of
Bodoland and also the over
ground statehood movement by
the All Bodo Students’ Union
(ABSU).

Asked about the demands of
the coalition partner, Mr. Gogoi
was non-committal but said his
party had the best of relations
with the BPPF and would dis-
cuss them. “Let us take oath first.
We will discuss them.”

Winning margin in Tamil Nadu was 4.67% points

The gap between the winning and losing alliances in the
2006 Tamil Nadu Assembly elections was 4.67 percentage

points.

The DMK-led Democratic Progressive Alliance won 163
seats on the strength of a vote share of 44.73 per cent while
the ATADMK front took 69 seats on the basis of a vote share
of 40.06 per cent. Vijayakant’s Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhagam scored 8.38 per cent in its debut election.

The table presented below has been compiled by the CSDS
Data Unit from the final results for the 234 constituencies
published on the Election Commission website.

Tamil Nadu Assembly election resuits 2006

VOTER TURNOUT 70.8%
PARTIES CONTESTED WON VOTE(%)
DMK + 234 163 44.13
DMK 132 26 26.45
Congress 48 34 8.38
PMK 31 18 5.65
CPI (M) 13 9 2.64
CPI 10 6 1.61
AIADMK + 234 69 40.06
AIADMK 188 61 32.64
MDMK 35 6 5.98
DPI/VCK 9 2 1.29
JD (S) 1 0 0.07
Ind. (AIADMK) 1 (o} 0.08
OTHERS
DMDK 232 1 8.38
BJP 225 o 2.02
BSP 164 0 0.79
independents
& other parties 1497 1 4.29
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anipur to

- build up pressure on taiks

KARTYK VENKATRAMAN
SENAPATI, MAY 13

THOUSANDS of Nagas
across the four districts domi-
nated by them in Manipur
took out rallies today reiterat-
ing their demand for integra-
tion of Naga inhabited areas
in a buildup to the next round
of talks between the NSCN (I-
M) and the Centre. The talks
are slated to be held in Ams-
terdam on May 18.

The rallies organised by
the United Naga Council
(UNC]) stressed on the need to

' integrate all Naga areas across
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam under one admin-
istrative roof, Nagalim.

Probably the largest show
of strength was in Senapati
district, bordering Nagaland
and considered to be the main
centre of operations for the
Naga leadership in Manipur.
Around 5,000 school chil-
dren, women and men took

part in the rally that was ad-

dressed by several Nagaland-

A protest rally in Senapati district.

based leaders, including the
Naga Hoho president and the
Naga Students’ Federation
vice-president.

"This rally expresses the
aspirations and vision of the
Nagas. Eight-and-a-half years
of ceasefire is going nowhere.
Nagas should be allowed to
decide for themselves, and in-
tegration of our lands is very
important. Time has come for
the Indian government tq be
very sincere and make up

14 MY 006

Courtesy: Iramdam

their political will," UNC pres-
ident Paul Leo said.

He also said that during
the last round of talks in
Bangkok, which resulted in a
six-month extension of the
truce from January 31 on-
wards, the Indian side admit-
ted to lack of progress. "At the
last talks, attended by me as
well, both sides were to meet
once a month, but the upcom-
ing round of talks is the first
since the ceasefire extension.”

INDIAN EXPRESS



/From guns to govt, Bodos
+i¢have come a long way o

Prabln Kalita | TNN

Guwahati: They waged a
bloody war for seven long
years against the government
to create a separate state of
Bodoland along the northern
banks of the Brahmaputra.
Three years after renouncing
violence, the men who roamed
with weapons and planned at-
tacks on forces, are now set to
join the government.

The dreaded Bodo Libera-
tion Tigers (BLT), disbanded
three years ago, killed 291 civil-
ians and 21 securitymen in the

" seven years of terror. They
shot into limelight with the
bombing of the New Delhi-
Brahmaputra Mail in '96,
killing 34 people. This is the
second instance of ex-mili-
tants joining government in
the militancy-infested north-

ROSY WELCOME: BPPF chief Hagrama Mohilary being felicitated
in Guwahati after his party won 11 seats in Assam

east. Zoramthanga’s Mizo Na-

zoram more than two decades

tional Front gave up armsto ago. With 11 seats, the Bodos

form the government in Mi-

saved the day for Congress by

promising support albeit with
a long list of demands.
Bodoland People’s Progressive
Front (BPPF) chief Hagrama
Mobhilary, known to be the only
commander of any guerrilla
group to lead from the front,
appears to have matured as a
politician, realising the Bodos
would get a better deal if he
staked a claim to some of the
most powerful offices.

“We wanted to be part of
the government. The Bodos,
or for that matter, any indige-
nous tribal group in the state
has always been deprived of a
say in government forma-
tion,” Mohilary said. The for-
mer militant group tasted
democratic power after the
Bodoland Territorial Council
was created in 2003. Today,
Mohilary and his men talk
only of development.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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“Arother-
Ulfa ultra
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SILIGURI, May 21: Close
on the heels of arrest of
four United Liberation -
Front of Asom (Ulfa) mili- j
tants from Siliguri, police 4
today arrested one more
hardcore - Ulfa militant
from Naxalbari and a
linkman of the banned
outfit from Medical More
here. CC

Bijoy Kalita, a member of
the 28 Battalion of Ulfa and
Subrata Paul, an Ulfa
linkman, were arrested
today after information
received from the four Ulfa
militants, who were arrest-
ed on Wednesday, the

a6 9/ KW ot the
ceR ~ phone of

¢h ﬁ;emm der'
in“charge of 26° on of
Ulta who' is inficlice cus-
tody here. “We'hawe infor-
mation that'sefne more
Ulfa linkmen ‘are active in
and aroundsﬂlgud espe-
cially in the’ Bhaktinagar
© police - station ‘area,” a

~ phones were* recovered
from the duo.
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Bijay Sankar Bora

&
GUWAHATI, May 22:
History has a habit of
repeating itself. A once-
wanted insurgency
leader, Mr Hagrama
Mohilary, is now poised
to play a role in main-
stream politics in the
plains of Assam. In doing
50, he will be following in
the footsteps of Mr Pu
Zoramthanga, who, two
decades earlier, heralded
anew era in the blue hills
of Mizoram.

If Mr Mohilary’s bel-

llgerence as chief of the

bl-oodshed in the Bodo
heartland of Assam late

, 1990s, Mr
Zotan hanga had played
a4 major role when
Laldenga, commander-

National Front, fought
the' Indian security

forces between 1966 and _.

1986.

the :_vrggian‘who

dt i
land,”

hierarchically
comrades to
There are many more
similarities between Mr

lower

Bodoland
Progressive
(Hagrama)

People’s
Front
and

and MNF leader,
Zoramthanga. . -

Both led efforts to form
polltlcal ‘parties after
signing peace accords
with the Union govern-
ment once they realised
the futility of armed
combat.
Zoramthanga is
Mizoram'’s chief minister
for a secorid term while
Mt Mohilary is Assam’s
Kingmaker. Without the
support of the 12 MLAs
loyal s@¢he BPPF (H) led
by Mr Mohilary, the
Congress could not have
retained power by win-
ning only 53 seats in a
126-member House.

Just as Mr
Zoramthanga was instru-
mental in turning the
rebel MNF into a politi-
cal party after the sign-
ing of the Mizo peace
accord with the Centre in
1986, Mr Mohilary took
the lead in setting up the
BPPF(H), which took in
former BLT rebels, after
the signing of the Bodo
peace accord in 2003.

in-chief of the rebel Mizo"~

" They were among rebel

danget:-

the =
Mizoram chief minister
Mr

Mr Zoramthanga has
shown how a rebel leader
can turn a violence-
affected state into an
island of peace. Mizoram
was given a peace bonus
of more than Rs 180
crore by .the National
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment in New Delhi.

Because of Mr
Mohilary and his party,
Bodos are going to have a
say in the policy-making
process in Dispur, a feat
never achieved by any of
the tribes in the state
since Independence.

ocracy

m Zoramthanga and Mohilary led efforts ‘
to form political parties after signing o
peace accords with the ’Union government

W Zoramthanga tumed, ;he rebel MNF into
a political party %

minister for a second term

B Mohilary is Assam’s king maker

Mr Pu Zoramthanga

Rebhels

® Mizoram’s Pu Zoramthangahad
played a major role when
Laldenga, commander-in-chief of
the rebel Mizo National Front,
fought the Indian security forces
between 1966 and 1986

B Assam’s Hagrama Mohilary is a .
. ‘once-wanted insurgency leader
chief Bodo Liberation Tigers
caused mindless vio-
lence and blood-
y shed in the Bodo
heartland in the
1990s

:

agrama Mohilary
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o« Signals on the
¥« Naga front ¢\

onsidering that no breakthrough was on the cards
C anyway, the May 19-20 round of talks in Am-

sterdam between the Government of India and the

National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Mui-
vah) has not been a total disappointment. Both sides have
agreed to meet “frequently” to find an “honourable” solu-
tion, Another round is expected soon, although no formal
statement has been forthcoming. The future of the ceasefire
that has been in place since August 1997 - the latest six-
month extension is to expire on July 31 — is of immediat
concern. With regard to the contentious issues, it is cleak
that the Government has major constraints when it comes
to the demand for a unification of the “Naga-inhabited
areas,” which include parts of Assam, Manipur, and Aru-
nachal Pradesh. The other demands, including for symbols
of sovereignty, are patently untenable. Even as signs of a
desire for sustained peace are in sight on the ground, there is
evidence of growing impatience among some sections. The
Naga Hoho, the apex tribal council of the Nagas, in 2 mem-
orandum submitted to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
spoke of concern over “the delay[ing] tactics and non-com-
mittal diplomacy” of the Government and of “the imminent
bloodshed and violence that will follow in Naga areas.” At
the end of the seemingly endless debate is the question: who
will blink first?

It is important to keep talking, and the process going,
What is needed is a step-by-step movement — it is unreal-
istic to expect a solution overnight. Oscar Fernandes, the
Centre’s point man for the talks, has spoken of a solution in
terms of a “package” that would respond to the demands
point by point. A periodic extension of the ceasefire without
conclusive political action can hardly be seen as a positive
trend, and may well buttress the impression of a strategy of
buying time. To make any progress, both parties should
show a greater flexibility and accommodation than they
have displayed so far. Admittedly, there are still several
options for both to look at seriously. Different models could
be projected in a transparent manner for Naga civil society
groups to consider. There is a case for seeking an interim
solution pending a final settlement, Meanwhile, India
should continue to take a firm stand against any third-party
mediation. Also, the question whether a deal with the NSCN
(I-M) alone will solve the problem once and for all, and how
far the group represents Naga opinion in its totality, needs to
be considered afresh. Groups such as the Naga Hoho should
work to unify the Naga factions in order that they could talk
peace with New Delhi on a common platform. Continued
recriminatory killings among the rival underground factions
are a matter of concern too. Only a set of bold and un-
orthodox steps can end insurgency in the Naga heartland.
These should seek to give due recognition to the unique
history and situation of the Naga people.
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“Assam
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polls

a pointer to
new front”

History will be rewritten if AGP
wins, say Mulayam and Naidu

Sushanta Talukdar

TEZPUR: The Assembly election
results in Assam and Tamil Na-
du will provide pointers to build-
ing up a non-Congress, non-BJP
alternative in the country, lead-
ers of the Samajwadi Party and
the Telugu Desam said on
Friday.

The Assam election would re-
write the country’s history if the
regional party, Asom Gana Par-
ishad, was voted to power and
the Congress defeated, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Mu-
layam Singh Yadav and the for-
mer Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister, N. Chandrababu Nai-
du, said here.

They were addressing an elec-
tion rally in the hometown of
AGP president Brindaban Gos-
wami.

Earlier in Guwahati, Mr. Ya-
dav, replying to a -question
whether he foresaw mid-term
polls, said there would be a big
change after the Assam Assemb-
ly elections.

In Tezpur, amidst a thunder-
ous applause, he appealed to the
voters to give the “would-be
Chief Minister,” Mr. Goswami, a
landslide victory.

A threat

Mr. Yadav said while the Con-
gress had ruined the country, the
Bharatiya Janata Party posed a
grave threat by dividing the peo-
ple on communal lines.

Mr. Naidu said both the BJP

07 4Pk 2008

and the Congress were the big-
gest enemies to Assam’s devel-
opment. The AGP might have
just two MPs in Parliament but
the party was not alone. “They
will be backed by 80 MPs of the
TDP and the Samajwadi Party in
Parliament in forcefully raising
the burning issues of Assam.”

“Migrant laws for
mileage”

The TDP leader accused the

Congress of “blackmailing the .
minorities” in the name of pro- |

tecting them and coming out

with new migrant laws only to |

gain political mileage.

Samajwadi Party general sec-
retary Amar Singh, who spoke in
fluent Bengali, said all MPs of his
party and the TDP would join
the two AGP members in asking
the Centre: “Assam has given
enough to Delhi. What has Delhi
given back to Assam?”

Mr. Goswami said the Assam
election would lead to the for-
mation of a non-Congress, non-
BJP front of regional, democrat-
ic and Left parties. It was the
only viable alternative in the
present political scenario.

The AGP chief said though the
AGP’s tie-up was limited to seat
adjustments with the Left and
other democratic parties, in the
post-poll scenario these parties
would give shape to this under-
standing based on a political
consensus and draw up common
programmes,
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PM has it right
3\\# - Ulfa cau‘ﬁﬁkbbn the backfoot %&9} N

rime Minister Manmohan Singh’s ruling out dialogue on
Pl)‘]f‘a’s'd&:ma‘hd" for sovereignty at Guwahati last week
comes as a surprise because it was only after the PMC
agreed to diccuss this core issue did Ulfa leaders appoint an
I1-member People’s Consultative Group in September to
pfepare modalities for talks, The Centre had consistently
rejected the demand but last year the PMO sent an e-mail
to Ulfa chief, Arabinda Rajkhowa, through facilitator and
Assamesc literateur Mamoni Goswami, accepting «it, so
much so that he could not believe it and wanted to see the
original message. If the Prime Minister’s word is final he
- should know better since it is the PMO which is holding
talks with Ulfa bypassing the Union home ministry. [t must,
however, he admitted that after the PCG's last round of
talks in February there has been less violence involving Ulfa,
suggesting some serious thinking on its part. On the other
hand, the Centre also promised to consider releasing some
relatives of Ulfa cadres. :
There are strang reservations about talking to Ulfa-which
ts not only unwilling to give up its formal commitment to
sovereignty, but also questions Indid’s status and jts
electoral process. But since both sides ‘acknowledge that
negotiation alone can resolve the “conflict”, they must cach
display a conciliatary approach. Coming as it does even
before a ceasetire is formalised, the Prime Minister’s
remark may set the clock back on the ongoing peace
process, Everyone has the right to self-determination and
self-reliance but Ulfa must, of necessity, realise the ground
realities. Most people in Assam believe “swadhin Asom" is
a mere pipedream being parroted merely to keep Ulfa
morale afloat,
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65 per cent
turnout. .

47\
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in Assam

GUWAHATI, April 3. —
Over 65 per cent voters
exercised their franchise in
the first phase of the
Assam Assembly election
held in 65 Assembly con-
stituencies spread over 14
districts of the state today.

The polling, which start-
ed at 7 am., passed off
peacefully throughout the
state under the watchfull
eyes of poll observers. 359
additional companics of
paramilitary force person-
nel had been deployed.
Out of these 285 compa-
nies were engaged in poll
station duty. Election
Commission (EC) official
Mr RC Jain informed that
the polling percentage is
likely to go up as final
reports from  polling
booths locaied in remote
areas were still pouring in.
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) were
used in all the 9,723
polling stations, out of
which 1,797 polling sta-
tions had been identified
as very sensitive and 3,227
as sensitive.

Over 92,07, 504 lakh
voters were expected to
cast their votes to elect
their representatives to
the 12th Assam Assembly
from 65 constituencies in

o4 hPR 2008

the first phase polling. The
remaining 61 constituen-
cies will go for polls on 10
April. Rains, coming after
a long dry spell in the
state, played spoilsport in
the early hours of polling
in some areas. including
Guwahati and Dibrugarh
cities. However, polling
picked up towards the
afternoon. Heavy polling
in the range of 65 to 70 per
cent were recorded in the
Ulfa strong hold in Upper
Assam’s Sadiya,
Doomdooma and Digboi
constituencies. Polling was
over 70 per cent in north-
ern Assam constituencies
of Jonai and Dhemaji as
well as in Majuli, the
biggest river island on the
globe located in the bosom
of the mighty
Brahmaputra river.
However, low polling was
recorded in certain minor-
ity-dominated areas in
Barak Valley and Central
Assam. The voters were
asked to produce any of
the 23 documents pre-
scribed by the Election
Commission to identify
themselves.

Chief minister Mr Tarur
Gogoi and his wife Mr
Dolly Gogoi cast their
votes in the DCB College
polling booth in his home
town at Jorhat in Upper
Assam at 9 a.m.
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In Assam, says Man
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y on illegal mlqratlon
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But in the name of detectlon of forelgners genuine citizens will not be harassed

Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI; Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Saturday said
his Government would take a
tough stance on infiltration in
Assam.

“I want to assure the people of
Assam that we will show no mer-
¢y on illegal infiltration. At the
same time, all genuine citizens
have my assurance that in the
name of detection of foreigners
they will not be harassed.”

Dr. Singh, who arrived here on
a two-day election campaign,
told a press conference that it
was the Government’s duty to
ensure that the Supreme Court’s
quashing of the Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunal) Act
1983 did not cause harassment
to genuine citizens in the detec-
tion process.

Border fencing was being
strengthened and preparation of
the National Register of Citizens
was progressing according to
schedule.

No talks with ULFA
on “sovereignty”

The process initiated by the
United . Progressive Alliance
Government to restore peace in
Assam would be expedited, he
said but ruled out talks with the
United Liberation Front of
Asom(ULFA) on the “sovereign-
ty” issue.

Negotiations would be held
within the constitutional frame-
work. “The ULFA may raise the
issue during talks but that does
not mean all issues are open to
negotiation,” he said. “Doors will
_be open to all those who shun

violence, Two rounds of talks
have been held with certain
groups [the discussion with the
ULFA-formed People’s Consul-
tative Group] and we will accel-
erate the peace process.”

Urging youth to shun vio-

2

IN POLL MOOD: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with the former Mddhya Pradesh Ciief Minister, Digvifay Singh,
at a press conference at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Airport in Guwahati on Saturday. - PHOTO: PTI

the

lence, Dr. Singh said the young
people of Assam did not have to
take recourse to the gun to get
their demands heard as the
Prime Minister represented
their State and the UPA Govern-
ment was committed to its de-
velopment. “We want to create
an atmosphere of peace and re-
ach a final solution to this in-
tricate problem of bringing
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misguided to
mainstream.”

The Prime Minister ruled out
the possibility of a mid-term poll
in the country and said the UPA.
Government would complete its
full term. “During the last two
years in office, it has chalked out
a programme to give a new
thrust to development and it is
very much on course to com-

youth

fre PV

plete its programmes in the next
three years.”

Asked about the persistent de-
mand for integration of all Naga-
inhabited areas made by the Na-
tional Socialist Council of
Nagaland (Isak—Muwah) which
is now engaged in peace talks
with the Centre, Dr. Singh said
the territorial integrity of any
State in the northeast would not

be disturbed without its consent.
“The territorial integrity of the
northeastern States will not be
disturbed unless there is a con-
sensus among them. We are
committed to protecting the ter-
ritorial integrity of all States.”

———

Appeal to voters: Page 8
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/ Interesting
o/ e
& contest
- f the five States holding Assembly elections, As-
sam is perhaps the most volatile. It faces complex
challenges ranging from an insurgency and the
- demands of multiple ethnic groups to illegal im-
migration from Bangladesh. But with the Congress Govern-
ment of Tarun Gogoi managing a fairly smooth
five-year-term — its position was consolidated by the party
winning the State in the 2004 general election and also
forming the government at the Centre — the run-up to the
first phase of the Assembly election of April 3 (the second
and final phase is on April 10) has been relatively quiet. The
Asom Gana Parishad considers itself the main challenger.
The regional party is eager to regain the pre-eminent politi-
cal position the separatist movement enjoyed during its
days of innocence. During the 1980s, the All Assam Students’
Union spearheaded a popular agitation that transformed the
political landscape of the State but the party that emerged
from this movement squandered two terms in power follow-
ing an accord with the Centre. Since the 1998 general elec-
tion, it has fared poorly, with its leadership becoming a
synonym for fractious and bad governance. An alliance with
the Bharatiya Janata Party for the 2001 Assembly election
did not help much. Fighting on its own strength in 2004, the
AGP retrieved some ground but, as in 1999, came third
behind the Congress and the BJP in vote share, Now, with
the departure of the discredited Prafulla Mahanta, it hopes
to do better. But that could yet prove double-edged, because
the former Chief Minister took a chunk of the party with him
to form his own AGP (Progressive). For its part, the BJP is
looking to improve its vote share and stay ahead of the AGP.
The main election issues remain the United Liberation
Front of Asom insurgency and the influx of Bangladeshis
into the State. The ruling party’s claim of taming the in-
surgency with a peace process is untested after two rounds
of talks. The banned group has continued to carry out minor
attacks but there seems to be no real threat to the conduct of
the Assembly election. The Congress remains somewhat
nervous about the fallout from last year’s Supreme Court
judgment striking down the 1983 Illegal Migrants (Determi-
nation by Tribunals) Act. Assam’s Muslims fear that the
Foreigners Act, which has replaced the IMDT in the State,
may be used to harass them. The Assam United Democratic
Front, a new party claiming to represent the State’s 28 per
cent Muslim population, has the Congress worried despite
the Centre’s recent amendment of the Foreigners Act to
assuage minority concerns. In their campaign, the AGP and
the BJP have highlighted the amendment to project the
message that the ruling party is not serious about preventing
illegal immigration. Overall, the Congress would appear to
have the political advantage in Assam but the high volta
issues make this an interesting and real contest.

/
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3 | -
Q\/\\k : 3 b\ Lorig odds, anyone? (\ A\ \/
he political Jandscape in Assam since the 2000 assembly
elections has undergone drastic changes, as a r_esult of
which all parties in the April fray enjoy long odds. Besides, the
past few weeks have thrown up many firsts: for instance, the
largest regional Asom Gana Parishad, which fought and won
the 1986 and 2001 assembly elections as a single unit, has split
again with the breakaway AGP (Progressive) headed by
former chief minister Prafulla Mahanta. Regionalism being
intrinsic to the AGP identity, the party presided over by Brin-

dabon Goswami has opted for seat-sharing with the CPI and

- CPI(M) but Mahanta’s nartv, with its aeroplane svmhtjl ii

L . e
going it alone. Unlike in all previous efections, the Congress
can no longer depend on its traditional Muslim vote bank with
its main supporter, the Jé&lia;Ulema-e-Hind, having formed
its own Assam United Democratic Front to contest 36 seats. It
poses a serious threat to the Congress and is bound to call the
shots after the elections. Although the ruling party has tried to
pacify the religious minority by giving a ticket to Abul Muhid
Mazumdar, the architect of the now repealed Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals) Act 1983, to contest the Haila-
kandi (Barak Valley) seat, Muslim wrath is unlikely to subside
over the party’s inability to defend the Act. The Congress
appears to be losing the tea tribe votes as well, with the BJP
reportedly making inroads into its stronghold. Hundreds of
thousands of Koch Rajbongshis who had supported the Cong-
ress are now undecided and angry over the party’s failure to
include them in the listed classes. Then there is the Election
Commission which, having succeeded in conducting the Bihar
elections in a free and democratic manner, is out to see there
are no flaws in the Assam exercisc as well.

When the results are out people may not hear phrases like
“overwhelming mandate” or “crushing defeat”. Instead it
will be about which party pushed the other into second or
third place. The Congress may not get the largest share of
Muslim votes but all is still not lost: political punters will still
stake their money on the party. A Congress win would break
the jinx of no single party ruling the state for a second con-
secutive term. Failure would allow history to repeat itself.



SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP
TINSUKIA, MARCH 30

ONGRESS chief Sonia Gandhi

today made several promises,

saying the Congress would work
more seriously in the coming five years,
for the people of Assam.

Addressing a meeting in this industrial
hub of Upper Assam, Sonia also claimed
that the Congress government had, in the
past five years, corrected all the wrongs
perpetrated by the previous AGP regime.

“There is, however, a lot to be done,
especially to resolve the various prob-
lems faced by the tea industry and the
tea plantation labourers,” she said, fo-
cusing on the large number of tea
labourers who constitute the bulk of the

voters in the 12 Assembly constituencies

in the twin industrial districts of Tinsukia
and Dibrugarh.

The Congress president also recalled
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh'’s visit
to the flood and landslide-hit areas of Up-
per Assam in his January visit and re-
ferred to the assurances that he had made
to solve the problems of the people.

Sonia’s 15-minute speech also included
areference to the Kakopathar police firing
of last month which left nine people dead.
“I was extremely pained at the incident.
Our government has provided all kind of
support to the affected families,” she said.

3 1 mro 2006
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Assam’s poll battle

T is unusual but true that there

is hardly any poll fever prevail-

ing in Assam where voting for

the 12th Assembly election is to
be held on 3 and 10 April. The peo-
ple have by and large remained
indifferent to the electioneering by
political parties while the banned
United Liberation Front of Assam
has once again termed the exercise
as nothing but a “farce that has been
of no use to the people of Assam.”
The outfit however has stopped
short of calling for a poll boycott this
time.

The people have remained cold
to the electioneering as the major
parties are basically harping on old
issues of insurgency, infiltration
t r o m
Bangladesh and
underdevelop-
ment — burning
problems in
Assam for
decades, thanks
to  successive
governments by
Congress  and
Asom Gana
Parishad failing
to keep their
promises. The
latter had
entered the
political scene of |
the state on the
basis of its tirade
against infiltra-

tion from
Bangladesh.
The  ruling

Congress and its
arch rival AGP
have pitched their electioneering on
the main plank of insurgency while
the BJP has focused more on infil-
tration. It is surprising that the AGP
is not as vociferous as expected on
the issue of infiltration while the
Congress seems to talk about com-
mitment to solve the problem with-
out taking the name of Bangladesh.
“The party is against infiltration
from any country,” the Congress poll
manifesto declares and promises to
find a solution to the problem within
the ambit of Asom Accord of 1985.

The AGP too has adopted a simi-
lar stand on the illegal migrants issue
and promises to tackle it in the light
of the Asom Accord. Both the par-
ties seem to be taking a cautious line
on the issue to avoid creation of
apprehension in the minds of minor-
ity voters.

The BIJP, however, is talking
straight on the issue. It is on the top
of the party’s election manifesto.
Former BJP president Venkaiah
Naidu announced that the party

2 5 Mtk 2008

viewed infiltration from Bangladesh
as a threat to the existence of Asom.
“If illegal migration from
Bangladesh continues unabated,
another Islamic state will be created
out of Asom. The Congress has
failed to fathom the gravity of the
problem of illegal migration in order
to retain its vote bank among
Bangladeshi migrants. Over two
crore Bangladeshis have swarmed
into the country,” Mr Naidu said.
The BJIP has vowed to oppose the
Congress bid to incorporate provi-
sions of the scrapped IMDT Act,
1983, in the Foreigners Act to pro-
tect interests of illegal migrants. In
this regard Mr Naidu cited the

D|gV| jay Slngh Tarun Gogm and Bhubaneswe;r Kalita at the release of thetr mann‘esto for
the forthcoming elections in Guwahati. — Eastern Projections

instance of Foreigners (Tribunals for
Asom) Order, 2006, formulated by
the Congress-led UPA government.
The AGP has taken a firmer pos-
ture vis-a-vis insurgency. The party
has vowed to fight for the withdraw-
al of the Armed Forces Special
Power Act from the state if voted to

power.
Releasing the party’s election
manifesto in five languages -

Assamese, Hindi, English, Bengali
and Bodo - here on Thursdav, AGP
president Brindabon Goswami said
the party was opposed to prolonged
deployment of the Army for internal

security duty in the state and would ., and g
launch a fight for withdrawal of all “shortg

“black laws” now enforced in the
state.

He further said the party would
mount pressure on the Central gov-
ernment to take the nascent negoti-
ation process with the banned Ulfa
to a permanent and honourable
solution to the insurgency problem.

“The AGP has no confidence in

solving insurgency through use of
force. We consider insurgency a
political problem, not one of law and
order. The AGP will strive to estab-
lish a state of trust in Asom where
killings and violence have created
mistrust among different communi-
ties and sections of society. We are
for autonomy to ethnic groups and
demand setting up of a Upper
House in the state to give adequate
representation to them,” the AGP
chief said.

It may be mentioned that the
demand for withdrawal of the
AFSPA and other “black laws” is at
the top of the agenda of the Ulfa-
nominated negotiators of People’s

Consultative Group.
The Congress has flaunted its

“achievement”  breaking ice
between the banned Ulfa and the
Centre and
promised to take
the nascent

peace negotia-
tion with the
outfit to a solu-
tion in the next
five years pro-
vided it remains
in power.

In respect of
{ other militant
groups including
the  National
Democratic
Front of Bodo-
land, Dima
Halam Daogah
and United
People’s Demo-
cratic Solidarity
2 which are now in

cease-fire with

the Government

of India, the
Congress has pledged to resolve the
problem in a “pragmatic manner” to
“usher in peace”.

About insurgency, the BJP said it
stood for finding a solution to the
problem within the ambit of the
Constitution. For the saffron party,
restoration peace in Asom remains a
priority, as it believes that peace is
an essential prerequisite to develop-
ment.

Besides these two burning issues,
the political parties are trying their
best to showcase their commitment
to solve other burning problems like
burgeoning unemployment, floods

n, lack of infrastructure,
Engs in education and
fors. These problems have
remained* in the state since
Independence. Obviously, voters are
taking the promises to solve them
with a pinch of salt.

_(The author is The Statesman's
Guwahati-based Special Represen-
tative.)
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 Infiltration hngh o;&BJP

GUWAHATI, March 22.
— Former BJP president,
Mr Venkaiah Naidu today
pledged that the party
would ensure a perma-

nent solution to the
alarming problem of
Bangladeshi infiltration
to Assam if the party was
voted to power in the
forthcoming:  Assembly
polls.

“The BIP will follow
the 3D system -detect,
delete and deport—in
purging Assam of illegal
migrants which have
posed a grave threat to

2.3 MAR 2006

the secunty of not y
Assam but to the entire
country. Over two crore
Bangladeshis have
swarmed the country and
the Congress government
in Centre is out to protect
them for the sake of the
vote bank,” Mr Naidu
said here.

The BIP leader who is
campaigning for the party
in Assam, fired a broad-
side dt the Congress-led
UPA government at the
Centre for formulating
the Foreigners (Tribunals
of Asom) Order, 2006 in
the Foreigners’ Act to
replace the scrapped

TRE 51 AT

IMDT Act, 1983 with an
eye to protect ‘vote bank’
among illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants.
He criticised - the
Congress for trying to
incorporate certain provi-
sions of the scrapped
IMDT Act in the
Foreigners Act to protect
illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants in Assam even
after the Supreme Court
had held that “there can
be no manner of doubt
that the state of Assam is
facing external aggression
and internal disturbance
on account of large-scale
illegal  migration  of

ESMAN

iitesto

IV A (S il

Bang]adeshl natiopals.”

“Remembier il lion-

dreds who hadlaid down
their lives in participating
in the All Asom Studeats .
Union (AASU) led anti
foreigners movement and
vote to keep Congress out
of power and allow ‘the
BJP to run the show for
the next five year,” he
said. Mr Naidu claimed-
that a silent wave was
gaining ground in the
state -~ against  the
Congress’  policy of
appeasement of ‘illegal
migrants and there would
be surprising results in
Assam elections. ‘
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Ahoms oppose m

«.10 rename Ass mﬂ,y

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP
GUWAHATIL. MARCH |

" ASSAM Chief minister
Tarun Gogoi’s decision on

Monday to change the name

of the state to ‘Asom’ has met
with opposition from several
leaders of the Ahom commu-
nity- to which the chief minis-
ter} self belongs.

ile the Asam Sahitya

Sabha~ has welcomed the
move-—with its president
Kanaksen Deka saying that
the word ‘Assam’ bore a
British colonial legacy which it
was better to be rid of—sev-
eral leading scholars of the
Ahom community say that
there is no justification in the
state government claim that it
was the British who coined the
word ‘Assam’in 1862.

Leading the opposition is
Jogendra Nath Phukan, a re-
puted historian and president
of the Tai-Ahom Jatiya
Parishad. ‘Assam’, he says, ex-
isted as one of the names of
the province in historical docu-
ments as far back as 1662,
when the Ahoms thwarted
Mughal attack.

“It is strange that the gov-
ernment took such a hasty de-
cision just because a former
president of the Asam Sahitya
Sabha had suggested it,” said
Phukan, who is also a former
head of the department of his-
tory at Gauhati University.

He and other Ahom schol-
ars fear the change of name
would hurt the sentiments of
the different ethnic groups liv-
ing in the state and that it was
another attempt at establish-
ing Assamese hegemony.

The Ahoms are one of the

O 2 Mf n NG

in office was proved true.

regime,” he said.

Gogoi refutes BJP charge of 'easing Bangladeshi in

GUWAHAT!. The war of words between BIP
leader Pramod Mahajan and Assam Chief Min-
ister Tarun Gogoi took a new turn on Wednes-
day, with the latter stating that he would quit
politics if the Opposition allegation that
Bangladeshi infiltration rose during his period

In'a strong reaction to the BIP ‘chargesheet’ re-
cently released by Mahajan, Gogoi said: | will .
quit politics if the allegation that infiltration was on the rise since my
government took over in 2001 is proved true...Otherwise Mahajan
should reciprocate and do the same.”
Terming the chargesheet a "political glmmick", Gogoitold reporters
here that the BJP was trying to “communalise” politics. “Bymaking a
distinction between Hindu refugees and Muslim infiltrators, the BIP is
trying to count foreigners on the basis of religion which my party and
government will not allow, " the Chief Minister said.
“"if the BIP is sincere, then why did they not amend the Citizenship Act
to make Hindu refugees from Bangladesh Indian citizens during their

~—PTt

several communities that con-
stitute Assamese society.
Their mother tongue is As-
samese.

Another historian and pres-
ident of the Purbanchal Tai
Sahitya Sabha, Manoranjan

- Phukan, has said that the word

‘Assam’ has its roots in the
word ‘sam’ that also denoted
the Tai-Ahom community.
There is even a theory that
traces the Ahoms’ roots to the
Shan province of Myanmar
and to Siam (Thailand, as it is
now known) before that. The
Bodos and other non-Ahom
communities used to call the
Ahom-ruled Upper Assam
region ‘Ha-Sham’ meaning
‘the land of those from Siam’.
Several organisations like

the Tai-Ahom Jatiya Parishad,

the Tai Ahom Sahitya Sabha
and the Tai Ahom Students’
Union have, meanwhile,
threatened to declare the Up-
per Assamregion as Assam’ if

the government did not with-
draw its decision. “It is an in-
sult to the Ahom community.
We demand the immediate
revocation of the decision,”
Prof Phukan said.

The Bodo Sahitya Sabha,
on the other hand, has wel-
comed the decision, but not
before stating that the govern-
ment should have consulted
different groups. “The gov-
ernment should have dis-
cussed the issue with the liter-
ary organisations of the ethnic
groups in order to avoid any
confusion and controversy,”
said Brojendra Kumar
Brahma, president of the
Sabha. Chief Minister Tarun
Gogoi, however, has said the
opposition doesn’t bother
him. “The demand has come
from a former president of the
Asam Sahitya Sabha. I don’t

“see any reason for me to dis-
_ cuss every matter with others,”

he said today.



Any Law To Protect Bangladeshi Migrants Not Acceptable

Aasu goes red on IMDT

GUWAHAT!

HE All Assam Students’

Union (Aasu) on Thursday

said the proposed amend-
ment to the Foreigners (Tri-
bunal) Order, 1964, was another
mistake done on Assam. Aasu
said it would oppose the amend-
ment as it was another version of
the Illegal Migrants (Determina-
tion by Tribunals) (IMDT) Act,
1982, that was struck down
by the Supreme Court almost

ayear ago.
Critidsing the amendment
as an attempt to alienate

Assam, Aasu adviser Samujjal
Bhattacharya said the Cabinet
Committee of Political Affairs
(CCPA) cleared the amendment
that was proposed by empowered
group of ministers (eGoM) chaired
by defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee. “Mr Mukherjee has
announced that the government
would not try to reintroduce the
IMDT Act from the backdoor. For
the proposed amendment also, Mr
Mukherjee did not consult any or-
ganisation,” he said.

Mr Bhattacharya said Aasu
would not accept any law that
aims to protect migrants from
Bangladesh in Assam and the
Centre’s attempt to push Assam
out of the country. “We want a
uniform Act for the whole coun-

3 )

try. But now a separate Act and
Order is only applicable to Assam
and not elsewhere in the country.
This is a very serious matter and a
conspiracy to alienate the people
of Assam,” he said.

He questioned the timing of
the amendment as the Centre
was updating the National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC) and accused
the Centre of disrespecting the
Supreme Court by bringing in a
similar provision as the IMDT Act
that the apex court had struck
down, Aasu president Sankar

0 OppOSse move

repun

i THE NAME ¢

Prasad Roy said. .

Aasu will have executive com-
mittee and delegates meeting on
March 6 and 7 to chalk out the
next course of action. Aasu, the
force behind the six-year-long
anti-foreigners Assam move-
ment, also wanted to know be-
fore March 7 next how the Prime
Minister would maintain the
spirit of the tripartite meeting
held last year where an assurance
was given that all the post 1971
illegal Bangladeshis would be de-
tected and deported.

R



Nogzheast seeks sebarate
~ <Industrial paokage%

NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL

egionnl Planning Bo~: for t

i Meetina as the Statuto

Unlon Minister P R Kyndlah (centre-sitting) with govemors and CMs of Northeast states. PT/

" EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 17

THE Seven Sisters and
Sikkim today demanded from
the Centre a special package
that would make the North-
east a favoured destination of
the big industries.

.. RKKyndiah, Minister for
Development of the North-
east, said that all the states had
objected to the Centre passing
on the subsidies and special
incentives to other states.

" Summing up the day-long de-

liberations of the 52nd meet-
ing of the Northeast Develop-
mental Council, Kyndiah said,
“Initially, all the special incen-
tives for the industries were
meant for this region but the
Centre later passed on the

same package to several other

states. This time, however we
want to be delinked from
other states,” Kyndiah said.
The council—whose mem-
bers are Assam, Manipur,
Tripura, Meghalya, Arunachal

Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram
and Sikkim—unequivocaily
demanded that the Centre an-
nounce aspecial package to at-
tract bigbusiness to the region.
Kyndiah claimed that the Cen-
tre was already working on
suchapackage.

The revamped Northeast
Council is preparing a vision
document on the develop-
ment of the region that would
“give a perspective of develop-
mhent upto year 2020”, Kyn-
diah said the document would
be ready by May.

“The eradication and con-
trol of HIV-AIDS and intro-
duction of the information
technology as a major indus-
try there would be vital com-
ponent of the document that
will essentially focus on the
youth,” the ministersaid.

The Council also. com-

plained that fund allocation

for the development of the
north eastern states were not
adequate

“In spite of our joint repre-

sentation to the Prime Minis-
ter to enhance the plan outlay
of NEC during 2005-06 to Rs
1136.80 crore, the outlay con-
tinues to stagnate at Rs461.50
crore,” Nagaland Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio said.

He said the budget for
2006-07 should be enhanced
toatleast Rs 2012 crore.

Asking the Union govern-
ment to properly develop its
“Look East Policy”, Mizoram
Chief Minister Zoramthanga
said the policy should be
based on a 15 year perspective
plan. Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter'D D Lapang said central
allocation for the NEC should
be enhanced along with im-
provement in airport infra-
structure and air connectivity.

Observing that infrastruc-
ture development of the north
east required sufficient funds,
Manipur Governor S S Sidhu
appealed to the Union Fi-
nance Ministry to support de-
velopment projects of the re-
gion adequately.

Arunachal Pradesh CM
Gegong Apang hoped that
the NECwould be able to find
corrective measures to solve
the problems related to the so-
cio-economic development.
Manipur Chief -Minister O
Ibobi Singh urged the Centre
to take care of ground realities
of the region before framing
policy. - —with PTI




L,\‘\" Custodlal deglw\Qellmes Assam force \33‘0

hat the death of an alleged Ulfa informer, Ajit Me anta{\/
assumedly while in Army. custody, should trigger vehe-
ment public protests was only to be expected Five persons
~were killed in police firing and Vlfa.expl 1 local senti-
‘ments by slapping a 12-hour handb; ad. the
militant, few would have taken notice, Whﬂe the Army claims,
Mahanta was an informer, fellog¥i =
cent. Whether or not this was a case of mistaken 1dent1ty is
not the moot point, what is questionable is his death in cus-
tody. The killing of a suspected militant, 32-year-old Mano-
‘rama Devi, two years ago in Imphal — she was arrested by
Assam Rifles personnel and was allegedly physically.abused
before being shot dead (according to the army while trying to
flee) — forced some womnien to stage a nude protest and de-
mand withdrawal of the Armed Forves (Special Powers) Act.
To stem continuing protests the Centre appointed a commit-
tee to review the Act, and it has already submitted its report.
1In 1998 the Supreme Court upheld the Act but drasticaily cut
the army’s: indiscriminate use of its provisions, particularly
those relating to harassment.of civilians-during search opera-
_tions, and brought it under the provisions of the CrPC. The
Army has tried to mollify wxdespread public anger by apolo-
gising for the “unfortunate” death-and paying compensation -
to Mahanta’s family, but those responsible for the deed
should ‘not go unpunished. It is reasonable to assume that
after this incident Delhi will act fast on the review com-
mittee’s recommendations.

Only last month some BSF personnel behaved in a manner
unbecoming of the unifort by beating priests and devotees at
Guwahati’s Kamakhya temple. They were in civvies and re-
portedly refused to stand in the queue, and when the public
protested they withdrew only to return in uniform and armed.
Such show of power, arrogance and indiscipline deserves
strong condemnation. Since the Army and paramilitary for-
ces’ involvement in counter-insurgency and internal security
cannot be avoided, they must respect local sennments to win
people’s confidence.
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Gohaingaon (Tinsukia),
Feb. 12: After the trauma, the
healing touch.

Eastern Command chief Lt
Gen. Arvind Sharma today vis-
ited Kakopathar, the Assam
town that exploded in mutiny
against the army over a custo-
dy death just over a week ago,
to hand a cheque for Rs 1 lakh
and Rs 5,000 in cash to the victi-
m's family. However, there was
no stemming the tide of pr-
otests, which spread from Ti-

_ nsukia district to other areas.

Residents of Demow;, in Si-
vasagar district, blocked Na-
tional Highway 37 in protest
against Friday’s police firing
on protesters at Kakopathar.
Movement of vehicles on the
highway, which links Dibru-
garh and Tinsukia districts,
was stalled for over two-and-a-
half hours.

In Kakopathar, there was
an uneasy calm when Lt Gen.
Sharma visited the house of
Ajit Mahanta, who had been
picked up by the army on Feb-
ruary 4 for allegedly working
asan “Ulfalinkman”. The gen-
eral-officer-commanding of
the Eastern Command spent
about 30 minutes in the fami-
ly’s hut.

“This was a very unfortu-
nate thing to happen. I am
shocked. This should not have
taken place. We have already
constituted a court of inquiry
and will get the report very
soon,” Lt Gen. Sharma said be-
fore handing over the cheque
and the cash.

“We know we have done

&

wrong. We have not come hére
to compensate you by giving
some money, we have come
here to meet you purely on hu-
manitarian grounds,” he told
Ajit’s mother, Sabita.

The army promised anoth-
er Rs 1lakh and a rehabilita-
tion package that includes re-
construction of the family’s
house, “adoption” of Ajit’s
two sons and a job or employ-
ment assistance to his wife.

Brig. A.K. Bardalai, com-

mander of the Tezu-based 82 |

Mountain Brigade, translated
each and every word of conso-
lation uttered by the Eastern
Command chief.

As Lt Gen. Sharma got up
toleave, his hands folded, Sabi-
ta said: “Aru  namaribi
dei...mur Ajit gol, aru nahe.
Apunasabak anurodh korisu,
aru namaribi...(please do not
kill anyone else, my Ajit is
gone, he will not come back,
I beg of you, do not kill
any more).”

The general nodded and
asked Brig. Bardalai to tell the
family that he had lost his fa-
ther when he was only nine
and understood how Ajit’s
children must be feeling.

Lt Gen. Sharma tater told
The Telegraph that the army

had been analysing the situa-

tion in the wake of the custody
death and “certain corrective
measures have already been
taken while conducting count-
er-insurgency operations”.

In Guwabhati, chief minist-
er Tarun Gogoi announced a
judicial probe into the police
firing and Rs 3 lakh each for
thefamilies of all nine victims.

THE TELEGRATH




Sonia pulls up army

Defends Centre’s decision to a

‘f Q-

RAHUL Karmakar & DIGAMBAR Patowary
Guwahati/Barpeta, February 11

IN WHAT could impact counter-insurgency
operations in Assam, UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi on Saturday castigated the army
for the custodial death of an alleged Ulfa ac-
tivist that triggered mass protests and led to
the death of eight people in police firing.

She also played to the gallery at minority-
heavy Barpeta by defending the Centre’s de-
cision to amend a clause of the foreigners
Act to ensure constitutional safeguards to
those branded aliens. Her statements on both
counts were lik€ a double-edged sword,
soothing one group and angering another.

Addressing a 15,000-strong crowd at Tez-
pur — it marked the start of the Congress
poll campaign in Assam — Gandhi virtual-
ly gave a “guilty” judgment against the ar-
my for the custodial death of Ajit Mahanta.

“I've asked defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee to take stern action against
those responsible for the death”, she said,
reminding the armed forces that their duty
was not only to ensure law and order, but
also to protect the citizens.

Also addressing the rally; chief minister
Tarun Gogoi said he had sought court mar-
tial of the army officers and jawans involved
in Mahanta’s “death under suspicious ciy-
cumstances”. The defence minister, he
added, had assured prompt action.

Moving on to Barpeta, the UPA chairper-
son’s brief speech was devoted to the touchy
migrants issue. Maintaining that the For-
eigners’ Act needed rephrasing, following
the scrapping of the IM(DT) Act in July last
year, she said, “We're committed to the pro-
tection of rights of all sections of society
and want to ensure that no law leaves room
for harassment of the minorities”.

Apparently assuaging Muslims — disillu-
sioned with the Congress following the
IM(DT) Act ‘setback’, they had aligned with
the minority-specific United Democratic Al-
liance — who hold sway in at least 35 As-
sembly seats in Assam, Sonia’s speech ex-
pectedly unleashed a wave of anger among

s ron INNK

me /nd foreigners Act

PTI

Sonia Gandhi wears a traditional japi at an election rally in Tezpur, Guwahati, on Saturday.

the indigenous groups. The All-Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (Aasu), which had won the le-
gal battle against the IM(DT)
Act, was particularly furious.

Reacting to the UPA deci-
sion to “allow the IM(DT) Act
in through the backdoor”,
Aasu president Shankar
Prasad Roy vowed strong oppo-
sition to any move to dilute the foreigners
Act. “The Congress is cosying up to illegal
Bangladeshis with an eye on the minority

CAMPAIGN

vote-bank”, he said, announcing a bandh on
February 14 to protest against the Kako-
pathar killings.

Meanwhile, the Kakopathar
and Makum areas in Tinsukia
district continued to be under
curfew as the toll in Friday’s
police firing rose to eight.

The Tinsukia district au-
thorities claimed some Ulfa activists among
the protesters had started the trouble by
opening fire from their automatic weapons.

The HIDUS | 1y TisiES
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| Assam uprising again

RIPUNJOYDAS "'

Kakopathar  (Tinsukia),
Feb. 10: An Assam town ex-
ploded in mutiny to protest a
death in army custody with
20,000 people marching 15 kilo-
metres on a mission to burn
down a police station.

Overwhelmed by the sight
of such a multitude, police
opened fire, killing at least five
persons in the Upper Assam
town of Kakopathar, 500 km
from Guwahati. Unofficial
sources pegged the toll at
seven. Among the dead is a
CRPF jawan.

Indefinite curfew has been
clamped in the town in Tin-
sukia district from 7 pm and
the army has moved in.

Residents of Kakopathar
have been blocking National

Highway 52 X Police said
since the death § the forces first
of Ajit Mahan- burst tear-gas
ta in army cus- sheils and
tody came to then fired in
light early this | the air, but the
week. They § protesters
have been de- E pressed ahead.
manding a They were
public trial of about 3 km
the army per- from
sonnel linked a8 Kakopathar
to the death. ‘ - police station
However, o . when some an-
around 1 pm  Apolicevehicleonfire. noynced their
today, the huge Picture by UB Photos intention to

column of protesters started
moving towards Kakopathar
police station, the police said.

The mood turned ugly
after the protesters covered
around 12 km. They set a po-
lice vehicle ablaze and dam-
aged two buses.

set the police station on fire.

The threat prompted the
police to fire on the crowd. The
area was cleared of protesters
by around 7 pm, when the po-
lice again fired in the air,

A senior police officer said
the Assam government — the

THE ELLEGIRATH

g[ army

Wig

Congress regime is facing
polls in the next few months —
allowed the situation to drift
by not taking action against
the protesters when they
blocked the highway for the
first time on Monday. “They
grew bolder by the day,” he
said.

On Wednesday, the army
said it was working out a com-
pensation and rehabilitation
package for Ajit’s family.

Termed an “active Ulfa
linkman”, Ajit is said to have
sustained fatal internal in-
juries in a fall while trying to
escape.

A team from the 1/3
Gorkha Rifles had ostensibly
asked him to guide the squad
to an Ulfa “treasure chest” of
weapons and cash.

1

M Picture on Page 7
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“Cloud over llliu

GUWAHATL, FebS——Acloudom i
hangs over a second round of talk;s between
the Ulfa-appointed negotiators of the People’s
Consultative Group (PCG) and the Centre,
slated for Tuesday, in view of the mifitart
group's demand for sovereignty tu end the
“India-Assam” conflict.

In a statement e-mailed to the medla here
today, Ulfa chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa
iterated that the issue of sovereignty must be
discussed to solve all problems tlogging
Assam, The Ulfa leader criticised the All
Assam Students Union for saying that the
state’s problems could be solver by staying
within the geographical boundafy of India and

within the framework of the Indian Constitution.

The Ulfa today ridiculed the AASU's stand,
aceusing the latter of playing the role of a
“wing of colonial Indian rulers in Assam.”

The Utfa has been making a c«avert campaign
in the state in its bid to mobmsp public support

tgyitsjde%n'é fora déﬁsgon on “Assam’s
sovereignly issue”.

Amid confusion over the stand of the Ulfa vis-
&-vis the negotiation process, the state is still
looking forward 1o restoration of peace while
talks are going 10 be held between Ulia
representatives and the Centre.

AH the nine members-of the Ulia-constituted
PCG are leaving for New Dethi tomorrow to
participate in a second round of talks, although
the PMO has invited only four members. The
PMO wants Lachit Bordoloi; Haidar Hussain,
Ajit Bhuyan and Brajen Gogoi to atfend the
tatks, leaving out the remaining five members
of the group. The entire group has, however,
decided to board the flight fo New Dethi.
Calling upon the PCG members 1o stick
together, the Ulta has rejected any offer of a
“secret talk”, a possibility arising out of the
Centre';ss invitation fo-only four members.

—8



Naga women wearing traditional dre,?s

e N

thei tribes participate )n

a peace Iy in New Deli. —PT

Welcome, ceasefire “'Naga peace and Sholokhov

he joint statement issued
y the Government of -
India representatives in

the recent round of talks
and NSCN " (I-M) leader, Th
Muivah, wherein they admitted
that “there has been insufficient
progress in the talks” and their
decision to “carry political negoti-
ations expeditiously forward tak-
ing ‘new initiatives” has shown
that both parties are sincere in
bringing about an amicable settle-
ment.
Most - people, . yearning for
peace for more than five decades,
might be exasperated that no

acceptable. solution has been

arrfved at since the ceasefire
. between the two sides was first
" declared in 1997 and numerous
rounds of negotiations held since.
. They might cven question the
‘need - for the extension of the
-ceasefire and furthér talks.
Some might even interpret the
iextension of the ceasefire for
.another six months as indicative
lof the fact that the problem
Jwould linger on with no end in
sight, Others might, taking into
account the uniqueness -of the
Indo-Naga problem, even say that
the current truce extension for
only six months is too short a time
to settle the problem. Negotiators
from both sides have their work
cut out to dispel the fears and
doubts of the people on the issue.
The first step towards this end
could be proper implementation
of the ceasefire ground rules.
Here, it is noteworthy that the
Government of India and the

NSCN (I-M) have® agreed to’

address all ceasefire issues includ-
ing modification of ground rules.
It can also be said that Nagaland
has been neglected over the years

- extension =

by succtssive governments at
New Dethi after India’s indepen-
dence, resulting in the state
remaining poor and backward,

.with. few employment opportuni-

ties leading to . discontent.
This feeling that New Delhi is

- wilifully neglecting them also

needs to be addressed if the Indo-
Naga issue is to be settled. There
is, however, a significant change
in the Indian government’s
approach towards the problem.

The acceptance of the problem
as basically a political issue, not
that of a law and order problem
arising out of the state’s back-
wardness, as was the general per-
ception earli-
er, needing
political res-
olution, is
key to pro-
gressive and incremental change.
The core problems may take time
to be fully solved, but at the end
of the day, it can be said that it is
not the duration of time that can
settle the issue but how well this
time is used to bring about an
amicable settlement.

The signals thus far, particular-
ly with the extension of the cease-
fire for another six months, are
encouraging. They arc ‘also
reminders that a spirit of trust
and accountability can so easily
melt antagonistic postures. And it
is imperative that the talks
between the Government of
India and the NSCN (I-M) are
based on such a spirit for the

extended period of the ceasefire

so that the truce is meaningfully
utilised in the interests of both.
parties, the people of Nagaland,
the rest of the North-east and
India.

(The author is Editor, The
Nagaland Page, published from
Dimapur)

open Forum |

Bangkok talks between Government of India
representatives and - the leadership of the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim was as expected.

The nearly nine-year-old ceasefire between the two par-
ties has been extended by another six months on the day it
was to expire, and there did not seem to be any other
course it could have taken.

It is not a surprise that the welcome accorded to the
news, both in Nagaland and in Manipur, was rather sub-
dued, People heaved a sigh of relief, but showed little or no
excitement; apart from lack lustre prayers that something
would happen to make things happen. = .

The Nagaland e aiie o o

espite all the brinkmanship and the worries that
Dthings may go wrong, the outcome of the

Baptist  Church’
Council, for
instance, wel-

comed the truce
extension but
expressed  disap- §
pointment that the
ceasefire was [ _
becoming an end = - s
rather than a means. It also called the NSCN(I-M) to be
realistic and broadminded, while also rapping its rivals for
not going beyond close-ended criticisms.

This spirit was generally echoed in most other state-
ments. Hopefully, indeed, a resofution will be réached at
the end of this current leash, but it is still unimaginable
how this can be so, considering the issues are so entangled.

What is perhaps needed is a completely new approach
to the problem, like redrawing the paradigms altogether.
Certain things are simply not possible and to think that the
impossible is possible — it must be acknowledged by the
parties concerned — is being unrealistic.

Perhaps, it will also be good for the parties involved to
reflect on not just how to remove the hurdles before their
visions, but more importantly, why these hurdles are there
at all. How otherwise could nine years of negotiations have
culminated in nobody moving from square one, and as the
reports of this round of talks at Bangkok were testimony,

there were nothing more than exchanges of allegations

that either side was not playing by the rules.

But whatever else may have happened, at least the sus-
pension of hostilities, if not peace, received another
chance, and this is welcome. The distinction between

peace and suspension of hostilities is essential, for peace is
much more than just the absence of overt violence, as
latent violence, intimidation and other factors are also sig-
nificant.

No one will disagree that the suspension of vielence
must be the first step to ushering in comprehensive peace.

The NSCN(I-M) leadership surely must be realising that
the longer the stagnation remains, the deeper its problems’
would become.

If not for anything else, then for the fact that peace, even
if partial, can be alluring and has a way of taming fighting

" men. No one can be more convincing in arguing this point

out than the winner of the 1965 Nobel Prize for literature,
Mikhail Sholokhowv, in his celebrated short story, The Foal.
The story tells of the effect a foal born in battlefield to a

‘mare amongst the steeds of a Russian cavalry during a

campaign to suppress rebellious Cossacks, had on the
Lo troops. The cavalry
commander wanted the
foal shot for he feared
the sight of the little
one would remind his
soldiers of home and
soften them but none
among the war-wearied
soldiers succeeds in
pulling the trigger.

In the days ahead,
the ‘foal -~ naughty,
innocent and vulnera-
ble - grows into the
hearts of all, including

_the commander. They even go about protecting it from

danger.

In the climactic scene, during a river crossing amidst a
pitched gun-battle, a soldier tries to rescue the drowning
foal. To everybody’s surprise, the foal had the same effect
on the enemies and nobody fired from the other side of the
river while the rescue was on, except a single bullet that
escapes the rifle of a nervous young Cossack which rips the
chest of the rescuer, much to the horror of both sides.

Nine years is a long time to be home with the family for

“any man or woman of war. A young NSCN(I-M) guerrilla .

who might have married at the first scent of peace in 1997,
would be with schoolgoing children today. He or she may
not fear going back to the jungle again, but it is not so
much fear that would be difficult to resolve. It is the mem-
ory of the warmth of home and hearth that will put a haze
in her eyes.

Sometimes, hate is far easier to tackle than love. As the
foal did to the Russian troops, the unspoken beckoning of
children have the reputation of overriding the commands
of commanders.

;ﬁre author is editor of The Imphal Free Press.)



Sense prevails
0 p /\ r . . . ; ) : - s‘
)5 " Naga truce never more relevant .
ﬁe ite being livid with Delhi’s incapability to (r\gpond
suitably, the NSCN(IM) leadership’s agreeing to extend
the Nagaland ceasefire by yet another six months must come
as a great r%ﬁ?m&xngy&styw, they were on
~ because nowrendwal ol “lmve plunged Napaland” =2
into the bad old days and put several innocents at risk. In
way, the Naga leaders have reason to be tough in bargaining
for extension as they feel they were tricked into accepting the
truce in August 1997. But it is wrong to say that nothing
“positive” has been achieved over the past :f‘aht and a half
ears; not only have the guns remained silent, the collective
Naga leadership thrice visited India and interacted with their
people. The truce’s basic objective is to create an atmosphere
. conducive for talks and to that extent it has succeeded and
assumes even more relevance. Of course constructive efforts
have been made, but the sticking point remains the rigid
‘Naga stand on a single administrative unit for the community.
And with the three adjoining states — which feel territorial
integrity is threatened and so are not prepared to come to
terms — the problem does at times seem intractable. In such
a situation the Centre cannot be expected to take a firm
deciston. C
Most or?anlsatiom favour integration but there are others

also who feel the peace process is irrelevant given Pround
realitles, Moreover, an accord with the NSCNgm i not be
binding on all. The NSCN(IM) m?#nore e existence of
the parent Naga National Council and the Khaplang faction
but the Centre cannot. If it does, it would mean more agonis-
ing nightmares for the Nagas. No one talks of reconcitiation
any more after the NSCN(IM) togpedoed the regontiltation
committee. Now that the NSCN(IM) has reaffirmed its fajth-
in the truce, the need of the hour is change-in MW
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‘4-point Naga poser to govt

BHARAT BHUSHAN ‘ﬂ

Bangkok, Jan. 28: Caught in
a bind because of its commit-
ment to resolve the Naga issue
peacefully and yet faced with a
stalemate in the peace talks,
the negotiators of the Nation-
al Socialist Council of Nagal-
im (Isak-Muivah) today posed
some blunt questions to their
Indian counterparts.

In the first round of formal
talks for ceasefire extension,
Thuingaleng Muivah, general
secretary of the NSCN (I-M),
led a team of 14 negotiators to
ask four basic questions to his
Indian counterparts — minis-
ter of state for programme im-
plementation Oscar Fernan-
des and former home secre-
tary K. Padmanabhaiah.

The Nagas wanted to
know: why should the cease-
fire be extended if it does not
serve any purpose? Why is the
Indian government propping
up groups trying to derail the
peace process? Why has the
government not come up with
any response to their propos-
als for a settlement made as far
back as 2001?

And, finally, what is Delhi
willing to commit to the Nagas

Muivah (left), Fernandes: Point, counter-point

and within what time frame?
The answers to these ques-
tions, they said, will decide the
fate of the ceasefire between
the Naga outfit and the securi-
ty forces. The ceasefire began
in 1997. It has been extended
by one year at a time, except in
last July when the period was
shortened to six months at the
insistence of the NSCN (I-M).
However. this has failed to
produce the desired pressure
on New Delhi to reach a settle-
ment. The ceasefire comes to
an end on Tuesday, January
31. Although nobody seriously
expects the Nagas to revoke
the ceasefire, the NSCN (I-M)

leadership is under pressure
to show results.

Muivah blames the Indian
side for lack of progress, say-
ing: “The last six months have
been wilfully wasted. If the
ceasefire is not serving the
purpose at all, it is common
sense to conclude that one can-
not go for ceasefire for the sake
of ceasefire.”

Fernandes, who is also the
leader of the group of minis-
ters dealing with the NSCN
(I-M), admitted that not much
had been achieved. “But we
hope that in the coming period
we would be able to break
some new ground,” he said.

But, he pointed out, “you
cannot deny though that bar-
ring a few incidents, peace and
tranquillity has been maintai-
ned, a basic requirement for
any negotiated settlement.”

Agreeing with Fernandes.
Muivah said: “A ceasefire agr-
eement is for creating an at-
mosphere conducive to peace
and therefore it must be taken
seriously.” However, he felt th-
at the ceasefire entailed oblig-
ations which ought to have
been fulfilled by both sides —
suggesting that New Delhi
was not keeping its part of the
bargain.

“There have been some un-
toward incidents in the last six
months and people are not at
all happy. We take these viola-
tions seriously and I believe so
does the Indian side,” he said.

Padmanabhaiah, however,
blamed the shortened cease-
fire period for the lack of prog-
ress. “The shortened period
created many misapprehen-
sions and misinterpretations
of the prevailing situation. A
lot of time was spent on at-
tending to the issues that aro-
se out of this,” he claimed.

Muivah dismissed
explanation.

the
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DIFFICULT PEACE -~
T o the militants in the North—ezrigt),\ %lence

is both the message and the mediui. The

latest series of blasts triggered by the Unit-
ed Liberation Front of Asom carries a disturbing
message for the fledgling peace process. The
blasts are not just a major blow to the peace initia-
tive; these raise serious doubts about the outfit’s
desire for peace. It is morally wrong to argue, as
the Assamese writer and chief initiator of the
peace talks, Ms Indira Goswami, has done, that
the violence reflects the Ulfa’s frustration with
the delay in the progress of the talks. In fact, such
Justifications of the group’s violent methods
would make things more difficult for the peace-
makers. The latest violence would strengthen sus-
picions that the rebels actually want to use the
peace talks as a ploy. And, such suspicions would
lead the government to take a tougher position
against them. Thus, New Delhi could read in the
violence a very different message from the one in-

tended by the Ulfa. AT XYl

However, neither the Cenae 5{0(} ;ge sg\cl(te&)w
ernment should see the violence as the end of the
peace process. To close the door on it would
amount to submitting to the Ulfa’s blackmail. The
governments must not be seen as capitulating to
violence and threats. At the same time, New Delhi
or Dispur cannot afford to let the violence derail
the peace initiative. The consultative group that
the Ulfa chose to talk to the Centre on its behalf
has to play a crucial role in taking the initiative
forward. The members of the group also repre-
sent the civil society in Assam. They cannot ig-
nore their obligations to the Assamese society at
large. Instead of justifying the militants’ violent
ways, they should speak up against such tactics,
After all, the Ulfa is bleeding Assam much more
than it is hurting the Indian state. Coming so seon
after the Rs 500 crore extortion threat to the Oil
and Natural Gas Commission, the blasts make it
almost impossible for New Delhi to consider a
ceasefire in Assam. No responsible government
can leave the people at the mercy of an outlawed
group. The Ulfa’s mediators have to bring better
bargains at the peace table.
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Jan. 19: The Ulfa has followed up its let-
ter demanding Rs 500 crore from the
ONGC with a telephone call enquiring
about the payment.

Ominously, police also warned that

the secessionist outfit was planning sab-
otage ahead of Republic Day.

Police sources said the ONGC’s
Assam asset headquarters at Nazira re-
ceived an anonymous call. The caller
identified himself as a senior member
of the Ulfa’s 28 battalion two days ago,
asking about the payment.

The call came after the expiry of the
15-day deadline the rebels had set the
company for making the payment in an
extortion note dated January 1.

Confirming this, Assam director-
general of police D.N. Dutta said:
“A couple of days ago, after the expiry
of the outfit’s deadline, an ONGC offi-
cial at Nazira received a phone call

about the payment.”

The director-general of police, how-
ever, said the police were enquiring
whether the call was indeed from
the Ulfa.

ONGC chairman Subir Raha today
said the Ulfa threat to the company was
an issue that the Assam government
was looking into.

Raha said the ONGC management
had handed over the letter received by
post to the local police.

Assam police were now investigating
the letter, demanding Rs 500 crore from
the ONGC as extortion money, he added.

He asserted that the ONGC’s work
schedule in Assam had not been affected
in any way.

Senior officials added that the
government’s policy was not to give in
to such demands.

They said security has been beefed
up at all ONGC installations in the
Northeast and safety of personnel and

“Ulfa calls to remind ONGC

equipment would be accorded highest
priority.

Inspector-general of police (special
branch) Khagen Sarma said prelimi-
nary investigation into the authenticity
of the demand note indicated that the
letter was issued by the Ulfa.

But in Jorhat, Assam chief minister
Tarun Gogoi said the veracity of the ex-
tortion notice was yet to be ascertained,
adding that full protection has been pro-
vided to the ONGC.

When asked whether the Ulfa extor-
tion demand to the ONGC could trip the
ongoing peace process, Gogoi said it was
very unfortunate that the outfit was still
continuing with its anti-social activities
at this crucial juncture, when a peace
process was on.

In another development, Guwahati
police last night arrested three Ulfa ac-
tivists near Gauhati University and
seized arms and ammunition from
them.
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Govtto okay gas

project in Assam
__ BikashSingh A,
GUWAHATT 16 JANUAR&{\,

RIME Minister Manino-
P han Singh has anncunced
abagtul of schemes for As-
sam. He said the Union Cabinet
will soon clear the Assam gas
cracker project which has al-
ready received clearance from
the Public Investment Board
{PIB).Dr Singh added the four
Indian Technical Institutes (ITI)
will be modernised. A nursing
college and a central institute of
design will be set up. The state
government has asked for cen-
tral assistance for colleges in ar-
chitecture and accountancy.
The Prime Minister,
on a two-day tour to |

Numaligarh Refinery Lid and
Oil India Ltd (OIL) will have
10% share each. “The ministry
of chemicals and fertiliser has
prepared a memorandum
which is likely to be cleared by
the Union Cabinet very soon,”
GAIL sources said.

The gas cracker project at
Lepetkata in Dibrugarh district
of Upper Assam, has a history of
roadblocks. The petrochemicals
unit, estimated at Rs 5,400
crore, was planned as part of the
1985 Assam Accord. However,
Reliance Assam Petrochemicals
1td, the main promoter, backed

the company and the potential
gas suppliers. The Cen-
tre had promised to set

Assam, said the Rs up the two-lakh tonne
5,400-crore gas cracker per annum ethylene
project will receive j producing gas cracker
Cabinet nod very soon. | projectin 1985 through

the Assam Accord. A
Letter of Intent (LoI)
was issued to the As-
sam Industrial Devel-
opment
on January 25, 1991.
According to GAIL
assessment, inception
of the 2,20,000 MTA
ethylene gas cracker
project would lead tothe growth
of plastic industry in the state.
“The per capita consumption of
plastic in North East is 1 kg com-
pared 10 4 kg in the rest of India
and 13 kg in China,” he said.
However, the project hit another
hurdle when the department of
revenue (DoR) under the min-
istry of finance refused to grant
central excise and customs duty
exemption to the project. The
department had opposed to any
concession in excise and cus-
toms duties for the gas cracker
project in Assam either on capi-
tal goods, final products or raw
material for construction.

“The Centre will also
consider giving more
powerstothe Bodoland
Territorial Council,” he }
said. The Assam gov-
ermment wants the cost
of land for the gas
cracker project to be |
treated as its equity
share. The project is
likely to be cleared by the Centre
in the next couple of weeks.

GAIL has sought several con-
cessions for the project, includ-

-ing Rs 360 crore from the Cen-
tre and Rs 110 crore from the
state government. It also wants
a Rs 3,370-crore excise duty re-
lief on purchase of feedstock
naphtha and sale of product
plus feedstock subsidies. For the
same period, GAIL is looking at
state government concessions
worth Rs 977 crore.

According to the imitial
arrangement, GAIL, being the
promoter, will have 70% stake,
while the Assam government,

out due to differences between .
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PM releases
Rs 6,000 cr
for Assam

‘energy sector

Bikash Singh,

© GUWAHATI 16 JANUARY
THE energy sector of Assam
will get an investment of Rs
6,000 crore. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Monday
announced that Rs 3,000 wil
be invested by National Ther
mal Power  Corporatior
(NTPC) for its proposed 50(
MW Bongaigaon thermal pow
er station and another Rs 3,00¢
will be spent on the expansiot
of the coalfields of the state
This is biggest-ever investmen
in the power sector in the new-
ly formed Bodoland Territoria
Council (BTC).

NTPC will use the local coals
from the Margharita coalfielc
of the North Eastern coalfield
(NEC) for its proposed 500-
MW power plant in Assam.
NTPC will require one million
tonnes of coal annually for run-
ning the power plant.

The market value of one mil-
lion tonnes of Margharita coal
is estimated at Rs 132 crore. The
Centre's investment of Rs 3,000
crore is basically meant for the
expansion of the mining area
and increasing the coal genera-
tion in the state. Assam has an
estimated coal reserves of 2.4
billion tonnes. NTPC is plan-
ning to step up its power gener-
ation from 24,000 MW to
46,000 MW by 2012. It is plan-
ning to generate neatly 3,600
MW of power from North East.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh led the foundation stone
of the thermal power plant in
Assam. Assam presently has one
thermal power station operating
and has to rely heavily on the
hydropower for meeting its en-
ergy requirement. More than
80% of its power requirement
comes from hydro generation.
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AMONI Raisom
M Goswam, facilita-

tor of the Ulfa-
Centre peace talks, has
asked the outfit’s leadership
to clarify the authenticity of
the Rs 500-crore demand
note recieved by ONGC at its
Upper Assam-based office.

Meanwhile, reports from
Bhutan revealed suspected
Ulfa militants has kllled avil-
lage guide of the §
Royal Bhutan
Army  (RBA).
This was the first
strike back by
the group, ever
since the Hi-
malayan king-
dom launched
an offensive it
against Ulfa in 2003 and dis-
mantled its camps.

Talking to ET, Dr Goswami
said the letter’s timing sur-
prised her. “I have asked the
Ulfa teadership to respond to
the current controversy re-
garding the demand note on
its letter head sent from its
28th battalion. T am expect-
ing their response by Thurs-
day,” she said.

The crisis might be the
handiwork of the anti-peace
talk faction in the group,
which was trying to sabo-
tage the mnascent peace
process, she said. “I am in
constant touch with the na-
tional security adviser, MK
Narayanan. We will soon fi-
nalise the date for the second
round of talks between the
Ulfa-selected People Consul-
tative Group and the Cen-
tre,” she said.

Assamn home commis-
sioner, BK Gohain, said se-

clarify

'ONGCnote .

curity in and around the
ONGC installations in the
Sivsagar and Jorhat districts
has been beefed up. A com-
pany of additional forces
were deployed there. “The
deputy commissioner of the
areas has been asked to take
all precautionary security
measures. The security
agencies were verifying the
authenticity of the Ulfa let-
ter,” he said.

A village guide, mean-
while, was killed, when sus-
pected Ulfa mil-
itants  opened
fire at an RBA
patrol team be-
low Gerwa vil-
lage in Samdrup
Jongkbar near
the Indo-
Bhutan border. |
¥ The guide, !
Ugyen Wangd1 was with an
RBA patrol team, searching
the area below the village
when they were fired upon.
Ugyen Wangdi sustained
bullet injuries and died.

A day before the en-
counter a villager had re-
ported seeing three armed
men in the forest below the
village. An army spokesman
said the firing on the patrol
was suspected to have been
carried out by Ulfa mili-
tants.Both Oil India 11d and
ONGC spent more than Rs
20 lakh annually, each, on
security of oil establishments
in the state.

ONGC had earlier offered
a pact with the Assam and
Tripura governments for
raising an exclusive battal-
ion in the respective states to
protect its assets in North
East. Assam agreed to pro-
vide logistical support for the
new battalion.

i¢

(he Econuie Time,



Ulfa demands Rs 500 crore,

ONGC p

HT Correspondent /\( :
Guwahati, January 16 - W

[Al

BARELY FIVE days after
killing a Royal Bhutan Army
scout announcing the re-estab-
lishment of its bases in the
Dragon Kingdom, the out-
lawed Ulfa has made another
statement — that it has been
keeping its extortion machin-
ery well-oiled despite dangling
a near-truce candy.

According to reports in lo-
cal dailies here, the Ulfa has
served a whopping Rs 500-
crore demand note to the
ONGC, which runs its Assam
Asset operations from Nazira
in Sivasagar district. ONGC of-
ficials here have neither de-
nied nor admitted to receiving
the extortion notice, shifting
the onus of explanation to
“posses in New Delhi and
:Dehra Dun”. However, the re-
ports have quoted home de-

~
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] partment officials as s\aying
that ONGC offshore chairman
A K. Hazarika and security ad-
viser T.N. Mishra had formally
intimated them about the Ulfa
“love letter” and sought air-
tight security for employees of
the oil major.

Although senior police offi-
cers said they were trying to
establish the veracity of the
demand notice, they said a
pipeline blast (on the eve of
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit) that preceded it
was “too coincidental”. The
Ulfa did not own up to the
blast, but the site selected —
near Palasguri village in Chi-
rang district adjoining Bhutan
— was strategic for militants
to strike from bases in Bhutan.

Incidentally, officials of the
oil companies had often been
the targets of extortion and ab-
ductions by sundry militant
outfits - much like the tea ex-

»
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refers to keep mum

ecutives. The NSCN had, in the
1990s, extorted the ONGC out
of its wells in Nagaland. And
one of the first high-profile
persons to be killed by the Ulfa
during its heydays was an
ONGGC officer.

Meanwhile, government of-
ficials said the ONGC’s pledge
last year to invest Rs 3,000
crore in the Northeast to in-
crease its crude oil and natural
gas yield could have prompted
the Ulfa to serve the notice de-
manding the unusually huge
sum. Along with OIL, which
has about 700 wells, the
ONGC produces about 5 mil-
lion tons of crude oil in As-
sam. This accounts for ap-
proximately 13 per cent of In-
dia’s total oil praduction. OIL
has a few wells in Arunachal
Pradesh, while ONGC has
several in Nagaland, which is
believed to be sitting on more
oil than Assam.
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~Assam Cong meves to

GUWAHATI, Jan. 12. —
As the Illegal Migrants
Determination by

ibunals) Act, 1983,
stanfls dismissed by the
Supreme Court verdict
delivered on July last
year, the ruling Congress
in Assam is now moving
for an amendment to the
Foreigners’ Act to pro-
vide “legal safeguards” to
minarities against harass-
ment during detection
and deportation of illegal
immigrants.

The Supreme Court
verdict against the IMDT
Act ‘was a major setback
for the Congress which
had the legislation enact-
ed during the heady days
of All Assam Students’
Union (Aasu)-led Assam
agitation against illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants.

Since then the Act had
been instrumental for the
party to project itself as
the messiah of the minor-
ity community in the state
reeling under unabated
illegal migration from
Bangladesh.

The Act was struck
down by the court despite
strong opposition from
the Congress putting the
latter in a tight spot vis-a-

amend Fd@eigge}:\ys’
v -

A

%

tn

-

=
192
=
e |

Act
2 G-

vis bastion” among the
minorities. Ever since the
IMDT Act was struck
down, the Congress has
been trying to find a.way
to keep its minority bas-
tion intact. Assam chief
minister Mr Tarun Gogoi
has already disclosed that
the party would seek
“minor” amendments to
the Foreigners’ Act in
order to ensure legal
safeguard to Indian
minorities in the wake of
the repeal of the IMDT
Act.

He said the Congress
would bring “some
changes” in the working

of the Supreme Court

verdict through the
Union Cabinet in order
to provide legal safeguard
to the Indian minorities
through the tribunals.

The ruling party wants
to make it mandatory that
all cases of detecting
Bangladeshi immigrants
be referred to foreigners
tribunals.

However, the move
taken by the Congress has
been greeted with sharp
reactions in the state
especially from the Aasu
and said the Foreigners
Act is nothing but an
attempt to reintroduce
IMDT Act in a new form/
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/Mizg,ke to
Ulfa problem

GUWAHAT]I, Jan. 8. — Union defence
minister Mr Pranab Mukherjee today
hinted that the Centre might adopt a pol-
icy similar to that was adopted in
Mizoram — to solve the problem of the
rebel Mizo National Front (MNF) in late

1980s — to solve the Ulfa insurgency
problem in Assam .

Mr Mukherjee, while addressing the
rally organised by the Congress here, said:
“Solution to the two-decade old Ulfa
insurgency problem in Assam could per-
haps be found from the Centre’s of
Mizoram.”

He lauded the party government in
Assam headed by chief minister Mr Tarun
Gogoi for being able to handle the insur-
gency probiem effectively and not allow-
ing the problem to stymie the develop-
ment process during the last few years.

He pointed out that the incumbent
Assam government was successful in facii-
itating peace process with a number of
militant outfits like National Democratic
Front of Bodoland (NDFB) and hoped
that the Ulfa probiem too would be solved
soon through a peace process.

“It is our duty to address to the griev-
ances of the misguided youths of our soci-
ety,” the defence minister stated as a solu-
tion to the insurgency problem.
Reminding the people of the glorious his-
tory of bravery and sacrifice of the people
of the state, Mr Mukherjee said, Assam
could be held as an image of India for its
different communities and cultural
resources.

He said the Centre was taking steps to
set up tribunals to deal with detection and
deportation of illegal immigrants as
directed by the Supreme Court while
scrappmg the IM(DT) Act and stated that

~11 alen be taken to ensure that

He sald the Centre was taking steps
to set up tribunals to deal with detec-
tion and deportation of itlegal immi-
_grants as directed by the Supreme
Court while scrapping the IM(DT) Act
‘and stated that steps would aiso be
- taken to ensure that no genuine cit-
~ zen of the country was subjected to
harassment in dealing with the prob-
lem of llegal immigrants in the post
IMDT Act period

no genuine citizen of the country was sub-
jected to harassment in dealing with the
problem of illegal immigrants in the post
IMDT Act period.

The defence minister raised hopes for
the crisis-ridden tea industry in Assam
while saying that the Centre would soon
provide a special package to Assam to bail
out the state’s crisis-ridden tea industry
and that the commerce minister Mr
Kamal Nath was expected to make an
announcement about the package soon.

The tea industry in Assam is in deep
trouble because of the continuing slump
in prices of Assam tea in domestic and
international market for the last few
years. The state produces about 55 per
cent of the total volume of tea in the
country. The industry which is the biggest
employer in the state directly employs
about 10 lakh people including about 8
lakh workers. Congress enjoys a tradition-
al support amongst the tea workers in the
state.

The ruling Congress virtually kicked off
its election campaign by holding the mas-
sive rally which was addressed by all
senior party leaders in the state besides
Mr Mukherjee, Union minister for heavy
industries and water resources, Mr
Santosh Mohan Deb and AICC leader Mr
Digvijay Singh.
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Naga council wants Centre t
respond positively to its formiula

Next round of talks crucial as ceasefire will expire on January 31
o The formula Is g:mmlwm m

Sushanta Talukdar w 6 ("%ﬁ

GUWAHATI: The Natiohal Socialist
Council of Nagalim (Isak-Mui-
vah) on Thursday said it would
expect the Union Government
to come out with a positive re-
sponse to the formula already
put forward by the rebel group
for resolving the “Indo-Naga
conflict.” Both sides are sched-
uled to meet for the next round
of talks in the middle of January.

Deputy “Kilonser” (minister)
in the “Kilo” (Home) Ministry of
the NSCN (IM)-run parallel gov-
ernment, V. Horam told
The Hindu over cell phone from
the outfit’s Hebron Camp in Na-
galand that the next round of
talks would be crucial as the cea-
sefire would expire on January
3L

The f be=
fore New Delhi by the Naga rebel
+{ group is that “India and Nagalim
are going to be two nations but
inseparable. But the pattern of
relationship would be deter-
mined by the outcome of the
talks and agreement to be
made.”

Mr. Horam said the NSCN
(IM) had also proposed a no-
menclature, “Federation of In-

TFL b

« Next round of talks in mid-Janua
ocuttmtawWeeammo{j stionis)

Y Is cruclal

dia and Nagalim” for the
proposed nation that would
comprise “Naga traditional ter-
ritories.”

He said the NSCN (IM) would
explore all possibilities for sus-
taining the dialogue but every-
thing would depend on New
Delhi’s response to the formula.
The NSCN (IM) had signed a
ceasefire agreement with the
Centre in July 1997.

“It has been more than eight
years and the peace hegotiation
has reached a stalemate as the
Indian Government has not re-
sponded to our formula of re-
solving the Indo-Naga conflict.”

The Amsterdam-based Naga
International Support Centre
(NSIC) on Wednesday called on
the NSCN-run parallel govern-
ment “in the wake of the mount-
ing pressure to remain subdued,
to do all in its power to restrain

INCU

.mmmmkmumﬁa t; na

itself and to keep the ceasefire
going so talks for peace will re-
main possible, and bloodshed
will be averted.”

The peace talks ran into rough
weather after the Centre’s emis-
saries Oscar Fernandes and K.
Padmanabhaiah failed to con-
vince the NSCN (IM) leaders in
the last round of talks held in
Bangkok in December last year
for an extension of the ceasefire.

The Amsterdam-based hu-
man rights organisation also

called on the United Nations to
“intervene in this long-standing
conflict on the basis of the right
to self determination.” The
NSIC claimed, in a telegram to
the United Nations, that the Na- |
gas declared independence one
day ahead of India. “Though the
United Nations acknowledged
the reception of that declaration
it did not act on it,” it added.
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