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completes seat allocation”

Accord reached on 129 seats; differences persist over 11 seats

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The CPI
(M)-led Left Democratic Front
(LDF) in Kerala has finalised al-
location of 129 seats among the
front constituents and kept 11
seats aside for allocation
through bilateral discussions in
the coming few days.

The Opposition alliance, en-
gaged in bilateral and collective
seat sharing talks over the last
few weeks, could not complete
the exercise even on Sunday on
account of persistent differences
over the CPI(M) claim to more
seats this time.

All the 11 seats that have been
kept unallocated are those con-
tested by the minor allies in the
2001 Assembly election. Most of
these seats are likely to be taken
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over by the CPI(M). The only
ally of the CPI(M) that has
emerged unscathed from the ex-
ercise is the CPI. The party has
been able to retain all the 24
seats it had contested in the last
election. The CPI(M) has come
out with its list of 76 candidates
and the CPI is expected to do so
on Monday.

Of the seats that have been
allocated, 76 goes to the CPI(M),
24 to the CP, eight to the Janata
Dal (Secular), six to the Kerala
Congress (Joseph), four to the
RSP, two to the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) and one each
to the Congress (S) and the Ker-
ala Congress (Secular). Four
seats have been kept apart for
independents.

The CPI(M) had contested 77
seats in the 2001 Assembly elec-

tion and CPI 24. Janata Dal (Sec-
ular) has to give up four seats.
The party had contested 12 seats
last time.

The NCP had contested in
nine seats in 2001, but had split
into NCP and Congress(S) sub-
sequently.

Together, they get only three
seats this time. Kerala Congress
(3 has had to surrender four
seats (10 last time) and RSP two
seats (six last time).

The Indian National League
(INL), an informal ally of the
LDF, has been given three seats
against the two seats the party
had contested last time.

. Briefing newspersons, the
front convener Paloli Mo-
hammed Kutty said the LDF’s
election manifesto would be re-
leased in Kozhikode on Tuesday.
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Achuthanandz}n
to be ﬁ(}%@gd ot

No other major change in list, says Karat

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Bowing to
popular sentiment and the de-
mand articulated by a large
number of people within and
outside the party, the Communi-
st Party of India (Marxist) has
decided to field Leader of the
Opposition V.S. Achuthanancan
in the coming Assembly elec-
tions in Kerala.

Announcing at a news confer-
ence here late on Friday evening
the decision to field the veteran
leader, CPI(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat said the party Po-
lit Bureau had decided to ‘reo-
pen’ the question of his
candidature after reviewing the
situation following the earlier
decision not to field Mr. Achuth-
anandan and CPI(M) State sec-
retary Pinarayi Vijayan, and
considering the confusion re-
sulting from it.

Mr. Karat made the announ-
cement after back-to-back meet-
ings of the CPI(M) State
secretariat and State committee
here to discuss Mr. Achuthanan-
dan’s candidature and finalise
the list of candidates for the As-
sembly elections. He made it
clear that the party would take a
decision on who should be the
Left Democratic Front’s Chief
Minister after the poll. Mr. Vi-
jayan, being the party State sec-
retary, would not contest the
election. However, LDF conven-
er Paloli Mohammed Kutty
would be in the fray and there
would be no major changes in
the list of candidates approved
by the last meeting of the State
committee, he added.

Asked why the Polit Bureau
had decided to review its deci-
sion not to field Mr. Achutha-
nandan, Mr. Karat said it was
done after hearing the views of
various sections within the par-
ty. The Polit Bureau meeting
held on March 15 and 16 had
decided not to field Mr. Achuth-
anandan and Mr. Vijayan. How-
ever, after taking stock of the
situation, another meeting of

V.S. Acuthanandan

the Polit Bureau was held on
March 21 to discuss the issue in
the light of some confusion aris-
ing from the earlier decision.
The decision of the meeting was
that a team from the Polit Bu-
reau must meet the State secre-
tariat and State committee to
review the decision, he said.

To a question whether the Po-
lit Bureau decision to field Mr.
Achuthanandan was unani-
mous, he said the question did
not arise in the CPI(M). Mr. Kar-
at said that the candidates’ list
would be ready by Friday night.
It would be released immediate-
ly after the LDF State committee
meeting slated for Saturday.

It was a hectic day for the CPI
(M) leaders on Friday. Apart
from Mr. Karat, the Polit Bureau
was represented at Friday's
meetings here by Polit Bureau
members Sitaram Yechury, R. °
Umanath and S. Ramachandran |
Pillai. At the State secretariat ]
meeting, which began in the |
morning, Mr. Karat presented |
the Polit Bureau decision and
heard each of the secretariat
members. Later, the Polit Bu-
reau stance on the question of |
fielding Mr. Achuthanandan was
presented before the State com-
mittee and its endorsement
secured.

Editorlal on Page 10
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Karunakaran gets a facesaver

Rebel leader signs
pact with Congress

RAMESH Babu
‘1 Thiruvananthapuram, March 23

AFTER THE tirade, the handshake. Senior leader K.

Karunakaran on Thursday clinched a face-saving deal with the
| ruling Congress-led United Democratic Front, two days after his

vitriolic outburst against the Congress leadership. The UDF has

decided to give 17 seats to his party, the Democratic Indira Con-
gress (DIC).

The UDF constituents had fi-
nalised their seat-sharing talks.
The Congress decided to contest
94 seats, the Muslim League 23,
Kerala Congress (Mani) 11 and
others in remaining seats. Now,
the Congress has to part with 17
— the DIC’s share.

However, the negotiations

N.Karunakaran

were not without hiccups. The

Congress tried to throw its

Deal sealed weight around, insisting that all
congress DIC candidates contest on its
decides to hand symbol. This was more
give than Karunakaran — nursing
Karunakaran “ his wounds after the left shut its
17 seats doors on him — could stomach.
- KERALA But after several rounds of dis-
Uneasyties  unvre  cussion brokered by the Indian
CM Gommen ,WWW;ZW Union Muslim League, the sec-
Chandy is ond largest partner of the UDE,

Kerala’s hipolar politics

The state s voters have the habit of showing the door to the ruling front after each term }\

Two fronts. No
scope for
individual parties

‘ﬂ_ﬁknﬁ_ﬁ “b j/
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Ruling front gets  Winning
dumped every margins
election

Total seats

Local issues dominate.
) Strong caste and
wafer thin  community undercurrents

~ Minorities hold the |
key (Muslims 24%,
Christians 19%)

UDF (Cong, 1UML
and others)

f Plus
Turned state into an

investment destination.
‘Made strides in IT and
tourism

Initiated populist pro-
grammes at 11th hour
Term was peaceful
tmplemented report by
Narendran quota panel
Minus

nti-incumbency wave
lit in Congress
orruption charges

CM Chandy lacks charm

Minus

unhappy at the importance

N f togiveint
being given to the rebel the Congress agreed to give in {0

his demand of keeping the par-

U-turn ty's identity. Now all DIC candi-
Two days ago, Karunakaran dates would contest on its sym-
had criticised the Cong bol, television.

However, a section of the
Congress, including chief min-
ister Oommen Chandy, is unhappy with the party for the impor-
tance being accorded to Karunakaran. At one point of time,
Chandy had even threatened not to lead the party if he was forced

For Assam

Cong, it’s
a family
affair

FOR THE Congress in Assam, dynasties
do matter. For sr.me, it is in the genes.
For others, power apparently has to re-
main within the family.

Thus wives and sons of several party
leaders figure in the list of candidates.
The:two power centres of the Congress
in Barak Valley -— Union minister 8an-
tosh Mohan De¥ and state wcial welfare
minister Gautam Roy — both have a rel-

Has been exposing
govt's failures
Projecting a Muslim
CM candidate (Paloli
Mohd Kutty, right)
Minorities and weaker
sections more
favourable to opposmon

Infighting within CPI(M)
Anti-development image
of hardliners

Violent agitations by
youth wings of left parties

, to agree to Karunakaran's demand for 30 seats.
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LDF (CPM, CPI
and others)

ative contesting the polle. While Dev's
wife, Bithika. is the Cong .ss candidate
in Silchar, Roy's son, Rahul, will contest
from Algapur. In other cases, sons have
either replaced their parents or stepped
in after their death. In Gossaigaon.
MLA Mithias Tudu has been replace
by his son Chrisostom Tudu while Javed
Islam replaced I 's mother Hosenara Be-
sum in Mankachar. HTC

DMK deal
_pleases ally

HT Correspondent
Chennai March 23

FOR ONCE, there is very little
grumbling in TN Congress after
the party finalised the choice of
constituencies with the DMK on
Tuesday “Primarily the num-
bers were good and now the con-
stituencies allotted are also
winnable seats”, said a senior
MLA.

Congressmen were apprehen-
sive that the DMK, after giving
away 48 seats, would compromise
on the choice of seats by dump-
ing the difficult
ones on the
Congress. But
their fears have
mostly proved
unfounded as
30 of the 48
seats given to
them are view-
ed as quite win-
nable. “We o :
would have liked a couple of
more seats in Chennai and north-
ern Tamil Nadu but that has been
compensated by seats in south,
which is our stronghold”. said
Gnanasekaran. a senior MLA.

However. followers of former
city MLA Chellakumar on Thurs-
day protested in front of the par-
ty office and burnt effigies of
AICC general secretary Veerappa
Moily for not getting enough
seats in Chennai.

Most of the sitting MLAs have
retained their seats and the par-
ty's MPs, too. have managed to
get at least one Assembly con-
stituency in their Lok Sabha con-
stituency. “We are confident of
winning the three seats allotted
to us in the Sivaganga Lok Sabha
constituency”. said Karti Chi-
dambaram. son of Union finance
minister P. Chidambaram.

\
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POLLS & Murleedharan to get safe seat in Kozikode with IUML support

Kerala: Congress seals deal
with Karunakaran finally

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 23

N A major poll-eve re-
alignment of forces in Ker-
ala, the ruling Congress
and K Karunakaran’s
DIC-K today reached an under-
standing for the Assembly elec-
tions. Though details were being
worked out, sources said that the
Congress had conceded to the
major demand of the DIC-K to
contest on its own party symbol.
“We have reached an under-
standing. The details of the al-
liance will be worked out soon,”
CWC member in charge of Ker-
ala affairs, Veerappa Moily, told
reporters after marathon discus-
sions with DIC-K president K
Muraleedharan and TUML
leader P K Kunhalikutty who me-
diated in the talks. Moily had held
consultations with senior leaders,
including A K Antony and Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy, be-
fore talking to Muraleedharan.
Moily brought around sections
in Congress who were against any
kind tie-up with Karunakaran
with the argument that it was es-
sential to avoid a split in the ‘de-
mocratic ranks’ to bring the coali-
tion back to power, sources said.
The possibility of an alliance
had earlier dimmed.after the fiery
speeches of Karunakaran and
Muraleedharan against Congress
leaders in the DIC-K special con-
vention the other day.
But the chances brightened af-
ter Karunakaran made a brief
statement yesterday that he re-
spected Sonia Gandhi as a mem-
ber of the Nehru family. The
mood of reconciliation gave im-
petus to the talks today.
. According to sources, the

_Congress was offering up to 17
seats and another seat was likely
to be given from the kitty of
TUML, the second largest part-
ner in the UDF Muraleedharan
was likely to contest the ‘safe’
seat to be provided by IUML in
Kozhikode district.

On the symbol issue too, the
Congress appears to have re-
lented, the sources said.

bt} o]
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Karunanidhi finalises seats for allies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI MARCH 23

DMK  president M
Karunanidhi, who head s the
Democratic Progressive Al-
liance in Tamil Nadu, today
galantly defended AICC presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi’s decision
to resign from the Lok Sabha
and NAC saying: “One who
conquers oneself, conquers
the world. Sonia Gandhi ex-
emplifies this.”

Earlier, wrapping up talks
with allies on identification of
constituencies for the Assem-
bly election in Tamil Nadu
scheduled for May 8,
Karunanidhi released the list
this evening,

The DPA chief has been
prudent in handing over al-
most all the sitting seats of his
allies, the Congress, PMK and
the two Left parties.

Two of the 14 seats in Chen-
nai city, considered a DMK
bastion, has been given to al-
lies — Saidapet to the PMK and
R K Nagar to the Congress.
The DMK lost to film ‘villain’
Radha Ravi of the AIADMK
in the by-election held to the
Saidapet constituency which
fellvacant after the death of Y
Perumal (DMK). '

A good many of thi ‘ ddl-'.

tional seats which the ‘allies
would be contesting in the
south happens to be strong-
holds of both the ATADMK

and MDMK, which are on the
same side for the coming elec-
tion. The Congress has re-
tained some of the seats which
fall within the Sivaganga Par-
liamentary constituency, from
where Finance Minister P Chi-
dambaram won in the 2004
Lok Sabha election.

The DMK chief is now
ahead of his rival, Chief Minis-
ter and AIADMK supremo J
Jayalalithaa, who is apparently
facing trouble with her new
ally, MDMK leader Vaiko,
over identification of seats for
his party. Both the AIADMK
and MDMK are strong in
southern Tamil Nadu and
hence the deadlock over some
constituencies.
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Back to J§ )
square one"

fter knocking at the doors of both the Left Demo-

cratic Front and the United Democratic Front, the

Democratic Indira Congress (Karunakaran) is

back to charting its own course in the Kerala As-
sembly elections. What should have been obvious from the
start is slowly dawning upon the DIC(K) in the wake of
another round of failed negotiations with the Congress: that
the best option in the prevailing political situation is to float
a third front. Any new party that is yet to prove its electoral
strength will, without doubt, get a bad bargain in alliance
talks with established parties. Although DIC(K) founder K. |
Karunakaran derives great strength from his Congress
roots, he cannot expect either the LDF or the UDF to accept
this as a basis to gauge the alliance-worthiness of his new-
born party. From the beginning, the effort of Mr. Karunak-
aran should have been to demonstrate his party’s independ-
ent support base, and not to find a short cut to power by
striking a deal with one or the other of the two major fronts.
True, in Kerala’s polarised politics, forming an alternative to
the Congress and the Left parties is no easy task. But for
someone who spent an entire political career fighting the
Communists, and who had just walked out of the Congress
citing irreconcilable differences with the party leadership,
there was no choice other than leading a third front.

By displaying an amazing propensity to switch from one
end of the political spectrum to another, the DIC(K) actually
damaged its credibility. Indeed, the apprehensions voiced
within the LDF that the DIC(K), an offshoot of the Congress,
was unreliable as an ally seemed entirely justified. Not
surprisingly, the UDF was also wary of a party that could
switch sides with such ease. Hence the insistence on the part
of the Congress during the negotiations that the DIC(K)
contest on its ‘Hand’ symbol. This would have made defec-
tion from the Congress impossible for the elected support-
ers of Mr. Karunakaran without their inviting
disqualification. If Mr. Karunakaran had agreed to the pro-
posal, it would have effectively meant a merger of the DIC
(K) with the Congress. All his grievances against the Con-
gress remain, and to return to the parent party for the sake of
a few seats for his supporters would have seemed to be total
surrender. Small parties play an important role in politically
conscious Kerala, but only as constituents of either the UDF
or the LDF. Some of the expelled CPI(M) leaders had found
ready acceptance in the UDF without their having to test
their strength independently, but Mr. Karunakaran, who
had fomented trouble within the Congress before finally
walking out, cannot expect such favours. To be taken seri-
ously, the DIC(K) will have to show that it has the vote base
that can make the difference between victory and defeat for
the UDF or the LDF.

H‘I»LCU
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau to meet
State-level bodies in Kerala

March 24 meeting to ensure that decisions are fully implemented

M

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Polit Bureau of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) on Tuesday took stock
of the political situation in Ker-
ala, where certain divergences of
opinion within the State party
have recently -spilled on to the
streets, ahead of the April-May
Assembly elections.

It met here for over six hours
to discuss how the party should
unitedly face the election so that

2 2 MAR 2006

the Left Democratic Front can
be victorious.

“The Polit Bureau will meet
the Secretariat and the State
Committee of Kerala on March
24 to ensure that the party’s de-
cisions are fully implemented,”
party general secretary Prakash
Karat told mediapersons.

Mr. Karat also dismissed a
brief protest outside the party
office here in the evening by a
handful of people. “Anyone can
come and protest, they are not

y"\,.\
YT o
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our party members,” he said.

Some eight persons suddenly
descended outside AKG Bhavan
in the evening, carrying abanner
and raising slogans in support of
senior leader V. S, Achuthanan-
dan.

The banner scribbled in Ma-
layalam read: “Congratulations
to VS, the champion of poor.”
However, after a short while, the
group receded even as the police
and CPI(M) workers ap-
proached them.

v

Y

e

he Polit Burean is under-
stodd to have discussed the sit-
uati in detail since the
differénces within the party
have got externalised.

The fact that there has been
some reaction from the public
was a factor the Polit Bureau
took note. The situation got
complicated since the develop-
ment came at a time when the
Assembly  elections  were
announced.
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*Kerala conund
~Kerala conundr

i \}Voter's must ask the state’s politiicianj“
" question: when will growth come Q%%

matrix, coming to power is
about riding the anti-incum-
bency wave. By that logic, come
May and the Left Front should soon
be in power here — despite Sonia
Gandhi’s recent appearance on the
state’s political stage clad in the tra-
ditional mundu-neriyathu. The po-
litical discourse in the state tends to
be so focused on the micro-realities
of power politics, that the big pic-
turesislost in the confusion.
While Karnataka has become a
cyber-hub; Tamil Nadu has eme-
rged as a manufacturing giant, and
Andhra Pradesh is rushing to
catch up, Kerala continues to be
the Cinderella of the region. A
state with great potential that is g0~
ing nowhere and is unlikely to 0
anywhere. The state has been 2P~
plauded for its social indic®s.

I N the Kerala’s bipolar political .

Rightly so. India has to be proid -

that Kerala has done better in Kt-
eracy and health than even Chir2-
But the economic liberation tht
social well-being should have
brought in its wake never came

o

about, thanks to an unforturih
melding of parochial politics ¥
militant trade-unionism. This
meant that despite high literacy
rates, meaningful employment
within the borders of the state re-
mained elusive. In one of the few
states in the country where women
are almost as literate as the men,
women’s unemployment is almost
twice as high as that of their male
counterparts. In one of the few
states in the country which boasts
of an aware workforce, there is no
manufacturing base to speak of,
thanks to the state’s rich history of
strikes and labour disputes.
Kerala surely deserves rather
more than the uncertain remit-
tance economy? The question Ker-
ala’s voters should be asking those
hoping to represent them in the
next assembly is really quite a sim-
ple one: when will real growth
come their way? It is unlikely that
they will get a satisfactory answer.
But that shouldn’t stop them from
}ms(iﬂng the question as clearly and
oudly as they can. /




Sonia bails out old
warhorse of Kerala

HT Correspondent jﬁ ~

Kochi, March 5 % \/\/\\r /5
VETERAN LEADER K. Karunakaran’s
political isolation is set to end with Con-
gress chief Sonia Gandhi leaving the de-
cision on his breakaway party to the
state unit, which in turn responded posi-
tively. “Let the DIC-K (Democratic Indira
Congress-Karunakaran) come to us. We
will cross the bridge when it approach-
es,” All-India Congress Committee secre-
tary Tom Vadakkan said here.

“Is it like that? Let me see,”
Karunakaran said in Thiruvananthapu-
ram while reacting to this. He refused to
elaborate on it and asked to wait till
March 20 when his party finalises the
poll strategy.

PCC president Ramesh Chennithala
said the political resolution to be adopted
on Monday by the ongoing brainstorm-
ing session here would make the party’s
stand clear. The Congress’ partners in
the United Democratic Front, especially
the influential Indian Union Muslim
League, are all for taking Karunakaran’s
party in. However, most of the Congress
legislators who met Sonia Gandhi told
her that such a move would upset the pre-
vailing peace in the state unit.

Both the Congress and the DIC-K rule
out a merger at this stage. Senior leaders,
including, chief minister Oommen
Chandy, power minister Aryadan Mo-
hammed and Union minister Vayalar
Ravi advised Sonia Gandhi not to go be-
yond seat adjustments saying it would be
suicidal for the party that has found
“unity and franquility” in so many years
after the exit of Karunakaran and his
son K. Muraleedharan.

Karunakaran wanted Sonia Gandhi to
call him for a meeting but that was most
unlikely since his isolation is complete
with the Left Democratic Front (LDF)
dumping him after winning crucial elec-
tions with his support.

Till late Saturday, it ‘was believed that
the Congress high command would have
the final say, but on Sunday it threw the
ball back to the state's court sending
across strong signals that the central
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Sonia Gandhi in Kochi to attend Kerala
Pradesh Congress Committee session.

leadership is not against taking in the
four-time chief minister.

Rural scheme

Launching an attack on the opposition
chief ministers for making ‘false claims’.
that the national rural employment guar-
antee scheme was theirs, Sonia Gandhi
on Sunday said the scheme was fully
funded by the UPA government.

“It is a UPA government scheme. Nine-
ty per cent of the funds needed for the
scheme is being allocated by the Centre.
Some CMs make false claims that the
scheme is their own”, Sonia Gandhi said
while kicking off the DMK-led Democra-
tic Progressive Alliance’s election cam-
paign for the May 8 assembly polls in
Tamil Nadu here.

th s
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Jharkhand
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NEW DELHI/JAIPUR, March 27.
— The Opposition UPA MLAs from
Jharkhand today called on President
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, demanding
disqualification of 13 MLAs in the
ruling NDA  government in
Jharkhand for occupying offices of
profit. ‘The BJP, however, claimed
that there was no threat to the Arjun
Munda-led government in the state.
The state Governor, Syed Sibtey
Riazi, forwarded a list of legislators for
the Chief Election Commissioner’s
examination. The Opposition MLAs
were planning to weaken the Munda
government by intensifying their pres-

28 M 7006

sure tactics for the dlsquahﬁcatlon f
its 13 MLAs, currently in Rajasthan.
The BJP has 41 MLAs in an
Assembly of 81. BJP spokesman Mr
Prakash Javadekar later claimed that
the Munda government was in a “very
comfortable” position. He did not
attach any importance to the party
MLAs visiting Rajasthan saying that
they were on a vacation there. In a
counter attack, he accused the UPA
of trying to create an atmosphere of
politically instability in the state.
“There is no threat to the govern-
ment. They (the government) have
already passed a law (on office-of-
profit with retrospective effect),” he
said.

Meanwhile, chief minister, Mr

MLAs petition K Kalam

(v [ :
Arjun Mu da 1s on tour” of
Rajasthan in an attempt to keep his

folk together. With 40 Jharkhand
MILAs on board, a special bus arrived
in Jaipur this evening from Delhi. The
visitors were welcomed at the
Rajasthan border by a close aide of
the CM Ms Vasundhara Raje and
others.

Speaking to reporters, Mr Munda
said: “We have come here to study the
tourism industry of Rajasthan. We
will also be praying at the Khawaja
(Moinudeen Chisti’s) Dargah for the
Opposition to see sense and not try to
grab power.” The visitors are also to
enjoy the programmes being held as
part of the Rajasthan Diwas celebra-
tions.
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A decisive Verdict‘O
for continuity%xl\

he Supreme Court’s clear verdict on the Banga-
lore-Mysore corridor project has come as a vindi-
cation of the argument that a mere change of
government should not lead to a review or cancel-
lation of projects cleared by the predecessor regime. The
Rs.2,250 crore mega project, awarded by the S.M. Krishna
administration in Karnataka, ran aground after the Con-
gress-Janata Dal(S) coalition led by Dharam Singh assumed
office. Even after the Karnataka High Court dismissed the
State’s case that the acquisition of 20,000 acres for this
corridor project was much beyond the requirement, the
Government and other petitioners chose to challenge the
verdict. The Nandi Infrastructure Corridor Enterprise Lim-
ited, which was awarded the mega project, presented its case
and won. The apex court also slapped costs on both the State
Government and the other petitioners for what it called
their “frivolous arguments and mala fides” in pursuing the
case. The Supreme Court has given two clear directions.
There was no need to review all decisions after a change of
government; and there was enough justification for the
acquisition of 20,000 acres for this project. Though there
were several charges and counter charges when the Krishna
Government cleared the Bangalore-Mysore corridor pro-
ject, the delay in its execution has worsened the infrastruc-
ture scenario in the State. €AY 9, €Y ¥ :
The project must be viewed in perépective &nd in its
entirety. It was conceived and sanctioned at a time when
Bangalore, which used to be a ‘Garden City,’ was bursting at
the seams and there was a dire need to expand the city and
look at other centres and towns. And Mysore acquired sig-
nificance in that scenario. The corridor project was not just
about expanding road network and enhancing connectivity,
but also providing housing and many services en route.
Land, when it is converted from agricultural to industrial or
commercial uses, becomes a very sensitive issue. While the
Krishna Government viewed the acquisition from the point
of industrial and infrastructure development, the coalition
regime that succeeded it attached more importance to re-
taining the agricultural nature of the holdings. This was
especially because a portion of the total land to be acquired
was in Mandya region, the rice bow! of the State. It can only
be hoped that the Supreme Court ruling will clear all the
clouds and the Kumaraswamy-led Janata Dal(S)-BJP coali-
tion will take the corridor project forward. The message in
the verdict for all States is that a change of government
should not lead to witch-hunting or a rejection of all com-
mitments made by the predecessor regime merely to score
political points. The State cannot afford any further delay in
the implementation of such major infrastructure projects.
Already, the impression is gaining ground that because of
the changed attitude of the Government, Karnataka is losing
ground to the neighbouring States in high technology and
industrial development.
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valued

Even pressures do good: Manmohan

Kerala Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Left
parties are the “valued allies” of
the Congress-led United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) Govern-
ment at the Centre and any
dispute between the two will be
resolved amicably, Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh said on
Wednesday.

Addressing a press conference
in Kochi, he said pressures from
the valued allies would serve on-
ly the cause of good. Even un-
healthy = pressures  would
sometimes do a lot of good.

Dr. Singh was in Kerala to
campaign for the Congress-led
United Democratic ~ Front
(UDF), which is facing a stiff
challenge from the CPI(M)-led
Left Democratic Front (LDF). .

The Prime Minister did not
criticise the Left parties at elec-
tion meetings at Perumbavoor
in Ernakulam district and Tho-
dupuzha in Idukki district and
confined himself to asking the
vagers to give the UDF another
mandate to continue the good
been. doing. in the

e last five years.

9ot change my style’
Asked whether he was adopt-

SR ey

pop 978
20

9,(0,\;,»@“ ),{t;/\
ry
dity~\

ing a ‘diplomatic stand’ towards
the Left parties because of CPI
(M) general secretary Prakash
Karat’s ‘tough talk’ about the
Centre “violating” the Common |
Minimum Programme, Dr.

Singh said: “I cannot change my

style.” This was his style for the

last two years he had been Prime |
Minister. 1

It would take time to build a ]
consensus in a coalition set-up |
and the UPA was a coalition of 15
parties. Once a consensus was
reached, the set-up would be du-
rable, Dr. Singh said. Coalitions
had come to stay in Indian poli-
tics and they could hold together.
only on the basis of forward>
looking programmes. Citing the
economic policies as an in-
stance, he said there was a stout
opposition (to the policies pur-
sued by the previous Congress
regime at the Centre) from sev-
eral quarters but when the BJP
came to power in 1996, it could
not alter the policies much.

Dr. Singh said his Govern-
ment was implementing the
CMP agreed to between the UPA
and the Left in all sincerity.
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Two-thirds majo ityvfor LDF in Kerala

5.65 % point difference between t\)lo r\onts; seven Ministers of Chandy Cabinet fose

Roy Mathew

THRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Left
Demweratic Front (LDF), led by
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), has won an impres-
sive two-thirds majority in the
Kerala Assembly elections. It se-
cured 98 seats in the 140-mem-
ber House.

Significantly, this is the high-
est-ever tally for the LDF in its
present eight-party
configuration.

The ruling United Democratic
Front (UDF) got 41 seats and its
partner, the Democratic Indira
Congress (Karunakaran) one.

o

The Bharatiya Janata Party
failed to open its account. .
_Prominent winners included
CP (Lgllnéider, chief ministerial
probable and Leader of the Op-
position in the outgoing As-
sembly V.S. Achuthanandan,
Chief Minister Oommen Chan-
dy, LDF convener Paloli Mo-
hammed Kutty and Assembly
Speaker Therambil Ramakrish-
nan.

Several front-ranking UDF
leaders tasted defeat. They in-
cluded seven Cabinet Ministers,
including Agricultyre Minister
K.R. Gouri, Coopération Minis-
ter M.V.: gvan, Education

12 MAY 2006

Minister E.T. Mohammed Bash-

eer and Public Works Minister

M.K. Muneer.

A pro-LDF wave swept
through almost all districts, re-
versing the trend in the 2001
elections. But the pattern did
not quite conform to the trend
that was witnessed in the 2004
Lok Sabha elections — the LDF
led in 112 Assembly segments.

The Indian Union Muslim
League, second most prominent
partner in the UDF, suffered a
major setback, with two-thirds
of its candidates failing in its
strongholds in Malabar. Its
strength in the Assembly comes

!

THE HinDU

down from 16 to seven. The alli-
ance’s leading partner Congress

also suffe*'—f'mila{.' ’

The party, which conteste
séats, has only 24 seats in the
new Assembly against 62 in
2001.

The difference between the
two fronts this time is 5.65 per-
centage points. According to
Election Commission figures,
the LDF has got 48.63 per cent of
the votes polled. It got 43.70 per
cent in 2001. The UDF this time
got 42.98 per cent, compared
with 49.05 last time. The BJP
has suffered a drop fron{5.02 per
cent last time to 4.75 now.
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UNCERTAINTY CONTINUES IN KERALA

Politburo

seal

9 Gr et

0
On 1415~

Buddha

NEW DELHI, May 13: The
Communist Party of
India-Marxist’s Politburo
today formaily
announced that Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
would continue to be
West Bengal’s chief min-
ister but stopped well
short of saying if Mr VS
Achutanandan  would
lead Kerala’s ministry.
The veteran leader is, of
course, the front runner
but the “final decision”
will be taken by the
party’s state unit on
Monday.

The Politburo, meeting
here today, reviewed the
Assembly election. results
before approving the
West Bengal party secre-
tariat’s proposal for Mr
Bhattacharjee to be
allowed to continue as
leader of the state’s coun-
cil of ministers.

The party’s general sec-
retary, Mr Prakash Karat,
said the Politburo had
discussed Kerala to decide
that its views would be
conveyed to the state unit
on 15 May for the final
decision to be taken.
Given faction feuds in
Kerala’s CPI-M, which
had taken a nasty turn
ahead of the polls, Mr
Karat declined to disclose
the Politburo’s choice.

“We will announce our
decision in Kerala on May
15. It cannot be done in
New Delhi. Our party
doesn’t bypass its state
committees,” he said,
basically making a virtue
of necessity. A rivalry
between groups led by Mr
Achutanandan and the
Kerala party secretary, Mr
Pinarayi Vijayan, resulted
initially in the former
being denied his nomina-
tion. The 82-year-old
Marxist  heavyweight,
though, finally joined the
electoral fray when the
party’s central leadership
interceded with the state
unif on his behalf,

‘'m a Communist
compromising
with capitalism’
NEW DELH!, May 13: Mr
Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee today said
the party could not afford
to stick to dogmas and
he was a “Communist
compromising with capi-
talism” to develop West
Bengal.

“l know what | am doing
in West Bengal. What is
the alternative? If we have
to develop, we need capi-
tal,” he told a TV news
channel while making it
clear that he remained a
Communist to the core.
Admitting that the party
had made many mistakes
in the 80s and 70s, the
chief minister said he and
his colleagues were fully
committed to reforms.
“The old is changing. We
are not fools, we are real-
ists, We cannot stick to
our dogmas,” he was
quoted as saying. PTI

The CPI-M-led Left
Democratic Front under
Mr Achutanandan’s l6atze.
ership upset the
Congress-led United
Democratic Front, win-
ning 98 out of 140 seats.
LDF partners want Mr
Achutanandan as chief
minister. But Mr Palloli
Mohammed Kutty, Mr
Achutanandan’s rival in
the intra-party tussle, is
favoured by Mr Vijayan.

Though Mr jyoti Basu
sat it out, today’s meeting
in the country’s capital
city was attended by all
other senior CPI-M lead-
ers, including  Mr
Bhattacharjee and Mr
Achutanandan. The
Politburo will meet on
May 27-28 in Kolkata to
discuss the political situa-
tion to prepare a report
for the party’s central
committee, meeting for
three days in Hyderabad
from 8 June.
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he portents were proved right. The Left De-
mocratic Front won in Kerala, a two-thirds
majority in a house of 140, and the biggest
victory for it in its present configuration. The
United Democratic Front could hardly have been
unconscious of the coming defeat — being au-
gured since the Lok Sabha polls, although it was,
perhaps, too immersed in addressing its own trou-
bles to be able to do much about it. There was
something even rather purblind in the announce-
ment of a new development programme for the
state by the former chief minister, Mr Oomen
Chandy, on the very day that the UDF was
trounced in the local bodies elections by the LDF
in October last year. Mr Chandy’s “Kerala Vision
2010” emphasized development in such sectors as
knowledge, education, industries and tourism. A
notable absentee in the list was agriculture, al-
though the numbers of farmers’ suicides in the
state had outstripped those in Andhra Pradesh be-

tween 2001 and 2004. N (Y
In the October elections, the UDEF’q most cple-
brated breakaway group, the Democrhtic Indira

Congress-Karunakaran, had an unddrstanding
with the LDF. But if Mr K. Karunakaran’s dissi-
dence pointed directly to divisions within the
leading Congress, the Revolutionary Socialist
Party (Bolshevik) had quit the coalition earlier.
Managing the coalition was not proving easy for
the UDF, although the DIC(K) had returned to its
fold for the assembly elections, to little avail. But
factionalism was not solely the UDF’s problem.
The Communist Party of India (Marxist), leading
the LDF, had its troubles too. It went to the assem-
bly elections, still nursing the tussle for control of
the party by the two factions headed by Mr P. Vi- i
jayan and Mr V.S. Achuthanandan respectively.
Mr Achuthanandan was fielded as a candidate at
the last minute, and the LDF victory is likely to
bring an urgent edge to the issues at stake. Mr Vi-
jayan is considered to be the reformer, in tune
with the demands of the new age, while
Mr Achuthanandan, moulded in an older tradi-
tion, speaks of reviving agriculture and the tradi-
tional industries. There are also hard issues re-
garding foreign investment in infrastructure and,
more tellingly, the pending question over accept-
ance of aloan from the Asian Development Bank.
What Mr Achuthanandan’s government decides
on this would indicate to some extent how the Ker-
ala CPI(M) is going to deal with its divided ap-
proaches to reform.

15 MAY 2006
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More to it than meets the e

routine change of Gov-

ernment? A mere five-

year itch? Or has the

eft Democratic

Front’s victory in Kerala have to

do with issues such as govern-

ance, policies, and ideology? Will

this verdict have a long-term ef-

fect on the politics of the State?

These questions are bound to

confront any serious analyst,

even if the media finds them
much too boring to ask.

The sense of boredom may
have to do with the fact that, of
the results in the four States that
went to the polls, the Kerala ver-
dict ran along the most expected
lines, Beginning with The
Hindu-CNN-IBN pre-poll sur-
vey, which projected 93 to 103
seats for the LDF, all the surveys
forecast a big victory for the
LDF. The final projection by The
Hindu-CNN-1BN, between 107
and 117 seats, may have over-
estimated the magnitude of the
LDF’s victory, but no one really
doubted the final outcome.

A close look at the final figures
suggests that there is something
more than “routine” at work
here, The final gap between the
vote share of the LDF and the
United Democratic Front is ex-
actly six percentage points, the
same the LDF had in its previous
best performance in the 1980 As-
sernbly elections. Six percentage
points is a huge lead in Kerala.
The regular change in govern-
ments between 1980 and 2001
took place with the winning alli-
ance having a lead of less than
three percentage points. The re-
gime changes can be attributed
to the voters’ desire to change
the government every five years.
The pattern was broken in 2001,
when the UDF secured a fead of
5.4 percentage points. Then, the
UDF was helped by the very poor

record of the LDF Government
and factionalism within the
CPI(MD.

What additional factor gave
the LDF more than a “routine”
margin of victory this time? The
Hindu-CNN-IBN polls, which
tracked the mood of the voters
before and after the elections,
provide the answer. We know
that it was not the performance
of the Oommen Chandy-led
UDF Government. His Govern-
ment enjoyed a moderately posi-
tive rating, better than that of
the previous LDF Government.
Only the LDF’s traditional sup-
porters rated the Government
very negatively. Among the
floating voters, who shifted to
the LDF this time, the dominant
opinion went like this: the Gov-
ernment was not bad, yet it
needed to be changed.

Not personality driven

We also know that this elec-
tion was not personality driven.
No doubt, V.8, Achuthanandan
emerged the clear frontrunner,
leaving Mr. Chandy behind. But
his popularity was driven by the
tide in the favour of the LDF and
not the other way round, “V§8”
has not yet acquired the capacity
of “Buddha” [Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee, West Bengal Chief
Minister], who has carried the
party along with him, The lead-
ership issue did not influence
the election either; the support-
ers of both parties supported the
existing leadership, and there
was hardly any challenge to Mr,
Achuthanandan from Pinarayi
Vijayan or to Mr. Chandy from
Democratic Indira Congress (K)
leader K. Karunakaran.

There is also no evidence of a
significant ideological shift in
the Left's favour. The Hindu-
CNN-IBN poll asked respon-
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What determined this election? An unwise alliance and a subtle shift in the minority vote, says YOGENDRA YADAV

THE VOTING PATTERN: Largely unchanged
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dents in West Bengal and Kerala
a common set of questions to
gauge their social and economic
views. The findings reveal a
marked difference in the politi-
cal culture of the two States. The
electorate of Kerala, Left in-
clined or otherwise, is generally
more “progressive” than that in
West Bengal. The Left voters of
Kerala are firmer on the party’s

economic ideology and closer fo
the positions attributed to VS
than to the new economic pol-
icies of Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee. The only exception
isprivatisation, which finds a
high degree of acceptance in
Kerala. In short, there is jittle to
suggest that ideology deter-
mined the election result.

Two factors were at work in

making this verdict what it was.
A close look at the vote share of
the major alliances provides the
clue to a small but crucial factor.
Mr. Karunakaran’s DIC(K) con-
tested 17 seats and managed to
win only one. In the seats it con-
tested, it secured only 35.9 per
cent of the vote. The corre-
sponding figure for the Congress
is 43.8 per cent. The post-poll

survey showed that had the DIC
(K) contested alone, it would
have won less than half a per
cent of the total vote, If the Con-
gress had not entered into this
unwise alliance, and contested
the seats it allotted to DIC(K),
the UDF’s vote share would have
increased by one percentage
point. The new alliances built by
the Left worked much better in
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comparison. The Indian Nation-
al League brought it a decent
share of votes and paved its en-
try into the Muslim-dominated
areas.

The Left’s disadvantage

The second factor has to do
with a subtle shift in the social
basis of voting. The Left always
started from a position of disad-
vantage, because of its inability
to win over the 40 per cent-plus
minority vote. The UDF used to
start with well above two-thirds
of the Christian and Muslim
votes in any electoral race. After
considerable effort, including an
alliance with Muslim sectarian
parties, the LDF made a break-
through in this election. It is not
yet clear what the extent of the
LDF’s gain is and how enduring
it will be,

We know that in the 2001
alections, the LDF won only four
seats in the 21 “Muslim-dom-
inated” segments and 34 seats
with a substantial Christian
presence. This time the LDF
won 13 and 20 seats respectively.
Its vote share increased by seven
percentage points in Muslim-
dominated seats, well above its
average. This resulted in big
gains for the LDF in Malappu-
vam district and a sweep in Koz-
hikode. Yet it is not clear how
many Muslims finally voted for
the LDF. The Hindu-CNN-IBN
post-poll survey estimates it at
39 per cent, a modest increase of
three percentage points over the
last election. The survey under-
sampled the Muslim voters and
may have under-estimated the
shift of Muslim votes to the LDF,
The LDF also gained in areas
with a Christian presence, but
not very significantly.

Overall, the picture of the so-
cial pattern of voting behaviour

remained substantially the
same,

The bulk of the LDF vote
came from Dalits and OBCs, in-
cluding the single largest com-
munityin the State: the Ezhavas.
The upper castes, the only sec-
tion to vote in significant mea-
sure for the BJP, appear to have
leaned towards the LDF this
time. But this shift may not mat-
ter much, given their small num-
bers. In class terms too, the Left
represents ‘a classic pyramid:
broad at the bottom and narrow
at the top. A massivé lead of 16
percentage points among the
poor enables the LDF to main-
tain its overall lead. As in the
past, the UDF takes a lead over
the LDF among the well to do, In
this respect, the Left in Kerala is
different from the Left in West
Bengal, which increased its vote
share among the middle class
and the rich. It is not clear if the
gains made by the LDF will en-
dure. If it does, the LDF may
succeed in overcoming its tradi-
tional weakness among minor-
ities and in levelling the playing
field of electoral politics.

(The figures given here are
based on The Hindu-CNN-IBN
post-poll survey carried out in
the State after the polling. They
may be different from the figures
reported in the earlier post-poll
surveys, for those did not in-
clude constituencies that went
to the polls in the last phase of
the elections. The discrepaacies
between the post-poll data and
the actual outcome have been
corrected by weightiug the data
by actual vote share for different
parties. Comparison with voting
patterns In 2001 is based on a
similar post-poll survey under-
taken by the CSDS after the As-
sembly elections in 2001.)



