‘Questions On Bringing Darieeling Hills Under Sixth Schedule

bash Ghisingh's sabre-

rattling appears to be a
forgotten episode, and
Writers’ Building is also not
crying hoarse over “gross
violation of democratic
norms” by him for refusing
to hold elections to the Hill
Council. Press reports have
it that a memorandum of
understanding was signed
between the central and
state - governments and
Ghisingh to the effect that
the DGHC would be given
the status of autonomous
council under the Sixth
Schedule after suitably
amending the Constitu-

In recent months, Su-

tion, After that there is all

quiet on the northern
front. :

The state legislature in

its final sitting very quietly
extended the life of the Hill
Council by another six
months. No one asked any
question and so there is no
obligation on the part of
the state government to

give a clarification. In fact,

in this state not many qu-
estions are asked now-
adays and so no untruths
are told. It appears a veil
has been thrown on the
Darjeeling Hill Council
affairs.

Request spurned

Ghisingh had asked for
autonomous status under
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution even earlier,
when in 1986 his prayer to
the King of Nepal for in-
terference on behalf ‘of the

Goikhas of Darjeelitig wis

sputited. Primé: Minister
Rajiv Gandbhi firmly turned
it down outright as such a
concession outside the
North-east would open a
Pandora’s Box by whipping
up unrest in the tribal
areas. Ghisingh refrained
from raising the issue till
the wily leader was
convinced of the weakness
of his opponents, which
could be used to his best
advantage. His electoral
alliance alternatively with
the Congress and then with
the CPI-M speaks of his
capabilities in this regard.
Article 244(2) of the
Constitution states, “the
provisions of the Sixth Sch-
edule shall apply to the
administration to the tribal
areas in the state of Assam,
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Meghalaya and ‘ipura
and the Union terriory of
Mizoram”. Mizoran was
granted statehood ia the
wake of the Mizo Accord in
1986. The provisions of the
Sixth Schedule have & self-
contained code for gover-
nance of tribal areas. The
provisions for governance

of the tribal areas may be

changed by Parliament by

a simple majority in both
Houses, without going
through the process of
constitutional amendment
as provided by Article 368
of the Constitution, But in
this case Article 244(2) will
have to be amended, as
this article mentions not
only the territory under the
schedule but also . the
-essential criterion for
inclusion under the Sixth
Schedule. So both the
additioni of new territoryto
the present areas under the
Sixth Schedule and also for
changing the criteria for
extension of the Sixth
Schedule, amendment of
the Constitution according
to Article 368 has to be
undertaken.

The schedule was devis-
ed for administration and
development of the under-
developed people and
their habitats. Article
244(2) has noted that the
schedule shall apply to the
administration of tribal
areas. The expression “tri-
bal area” has to be under-
stood in the context of the
habitat areas of scheduled
tribes, an expression defi-
ned, categorised and listed
according to the provisions
of Article 342 of the Consti-
tution. An area, which is
predominantly inhabita-
ted by such tribes, is
known as tribal area, and
“the sixth schedule”, accor-
ding to Article 244(2) “shall

apply to the administra-
tion of the tribal areas”. So
even if both the state and
the central governments
join hands to amend the
Constitution, how are they
going to make the Hill
Council area a tribal area
as defined by Article 342 of
the Constitution?

Are the Nepalese of Dar-

jeeling hills a scheduled
tribe as described in the
article? Do the Nepalese of
Darjeeling or their usurped
name Gorkhas figure in the
Register of Scheduled Trib-
es maintained by the gov-
ernment of India as per the
Constitution? As a matter
of fact, neither Nepalese
nor Gorkhas are a schedu-
led tribe as their names do
not occur in the register.
The Nepalese are predo-

minantly Hindus arid"ds'
such they have the'Hitidii -

caste structure with Brah-
mins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas
and Shudras along with
various other castes in-
ternalised from the Bud-
dhist community.

Ghisingh has appropri-
ated the term Gorkha to
mean the Indian Nepalese
alone since, by a queer lo-
gic, Nepalese denotes a
foreigner while Gorkha is
Indian. In reality, however,
Gorkha was the name of a
small principality in the
Nepal valley in the 18th
century, ruled by the
ancestors of the present
ruling family of Nepal.
They conquered the entire
Nepal Valley and much
beyond, and shifted the
capital to Kathmandu. The
recruiting officers of the
British Army popularised
the term. Ghisingh has the
habit of creating his own
history and anthropology
and effectively selling them
to his opponents.
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The Lepchas and Bhu-
tias of Darjeeling are, how-
ever, scheduled tribes and
their names do figure in
the register of scheduled
tribes of government of
India and Darjeeling histo-
rically is Lepcha country.
But they constitute only
five to six per cent of the
total population of Darjee-
ling, and under the pres-
sure of Nepalese migration
they are now a vanishing
tribe. With their meagre
strength the council area
cannot be designated as

~tribal. Ghisingh foresaw

this and submitted before
the West Bengal Backward
Caste Commission that the
Gorkhas are a separate ca-
tegory and they should be
declared a scheduled tribe.

Though nothing can be
said with certainty, the
connivance of the state
and the central govern-
ments can be presumed.
That the West Bengal Back-
ward Class Commission, in
an unusual move, visited
Darjeeling to ascertain the
status of the Gorkhas is an
indicator.

Ominous signs

Signing of the memoran-
dum of understanding
with Ghisingh and an ag-
reement to amend the
Constitution is another.
These straws in the wind
make one feel that there is
something more than what
meets the eye. The inclu-
sion of Gorkha as a sche-
duled tribe will precede the
requiisité’ amendment “to
the - Constitution for mak-
ing the Sixth Schedule
applicable to the Darjee-
ling hills.

How far is categorisation
of Gorkha as a tribe legally
and constitutionally tena-
ble? As noted, the omnibus
name Gorkha encompas-
ses all castes of the Hindu
society and under no cir-
cumstances can they be
oalled tribal. A state gov-
ernment commission may
be manipulated for politi-
cally expedient recom-
mendation and the rest is
simple as long as both the
state and the central gov-
ernments have common
interests.

So at a convenient
moment the plan will be
executed to amend the
Constitution for the Sixth
Schedule to favour Ghi-
singh. Then another parti-
tion of West Bengal for
creation of a Gorkhaland

state is a matter of tinV



No contest really\agv\M

Ghisingh keeps Left and Congress guessmg “@ W

The assembly election in Darjeeling proves all over again that Subash Ghlsmgh has
put himseif in an unassailable position against both the Left Front and the Congress.
He has virtually ensured that the Gorkha National Liberation Front candidates for the
three seats in the hills ~ Darjeeling, Kalimpong and Kurseong ~ will encounter no oppo-
sition. The Congress had decided to leave the three seats to the GNLF as a reciprocal
gesture after Ghisingh allowed the Congress candidate to get a walkover in the last
parliamentary poll. The Left, on the other hand, has always expected GNLF support for
its candidate, Ashok Bhattacharya, in Siliguri as a favour for non-interference in the
affairs of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hili Council. This time, too, the Left may find it tough
* going in Siliguri but for the GNLF's support especially in segments like Mirik which fall
‘within the Siliguri constituency. The trouble is that the Congress also expects GNLF
supportin Slhgun The wily hill leader can be trusted to keep both sides guessing and do
only what is in his own interest.

Support for the Congress candidate in the parliamentary election could be linked to
Ghisingh's effort to have the Hill Council included in the Sixth Schedule that would
result in a larger flow of Central funds. On the other hand, the tacit understanding with
the, Left with regard to the Siliguri contest can be construed as a favour granted to

. Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee after the chief minister allowed Ghlsmgh to continue as
caretaker chairman of the Hill Council more than a year after its term had expired. The
state government no longer talks seriously of holding elections to the Hill Council. This
means that Ghisingh has played his cards so well that he doesn't have to worry about
opposition groups in the hills or about discontent that is seen to be building up over the
Hill Council’s failure to bring absut improvement in basic civic amenities like drinking
water, power supply and maintenance of roads. The assembly poll scenario confirms
that as a strategist he has no rival.
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Relevan

HE last two decades of the
20th century witnessed the
. creation - of
Autonomous Development
Councils within the Indian federa-
tion. They are the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill ‘Autonomous Council
(1988), the Ladakh Autonomous
~Development Council (1995) and
the Bodo Autonomous
Development Council (1993). The
creation of ADCs restructured and
decentralised our federation, which
consists of the Union and the feder-
“ated units (states). ADCs are basi-
cally district level councils created
within a district under the tradition-
al.district level administration. They
are maihly responsible for taking
care of development activities with-
in their functional jurisdiction while
the district administration, as a rep-
resentative of the state, looks after
the general administration of the
_ district:
ADCs were formed after taking
into account factors like geograph-

. ical isolation, a distinct regional -

identity and some special 'prob-
lems that are different from those
of mainstream India, They are the
result of & long ethnic struggle to
regain a measure of political
autonomy from the ruling state.
They have been created on the
basis of the belief that decentrali-
sation of power would give a boost
to developmental activities and
meet the aspirations of the people.

The aim of ADCs, thus, is the
cultural

sOCio-economic and
advancement 'of the local people
within the established council. .

~ Ladakh Autonomous Develop-
ment Council
Ladakh is a region located in the
Trans-Himalayas and is geograph-
ically isolated from the rest-of the
state of Jammu and Kashmir.
Consequently, the people of the
arca have a distinct regional iden-
tity in terms of ethnic composition,
religion and linguistics. The peo-
. ple of Ladakh demanded an effec-
tive local institutional arrange-
ment that could help promote and
accelerate the pace of progress
and equitable all round growth
and development, and have regard
- for jts. unique geo-climatic and
locational. conditions and stimu-
“late ‘the™full participation of the
community in the decision-making
process. The demand-was to
regain a measure of autonomy
from J&K.
. The histoty of the struggle can
be. traced to the loss of indepen-
dence of Ladakh in the 1830s, and
more immediately to the 1930s
and particulatly to the years after
the accession of the state to newly
independent India. Initially, the

three,

Are Autonormous Development Councils an answer to the
geographical, historical, socio-cultural and polttical constraints

of those who live within them, asks VIMAL KHAWAS

struggle had been intermittent and
thus failed - 10 make . much
progress. It was, however,
resumed in 1989 when the Ladakh
Buddhist Association launched a
violent communal agitation,
Finally, negotiations -with the
Central and state governments fol-

lowed and a compromise was -

reached in 1995. The compromise
was. based on the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council model. The
Ladakh  Autonomous - Hill

Development Council Act, 1995,

was enacted and thus was formed
LAHDC, ,

The creation of LAHDC has,
however, not been able to address
the aspirations and needs of the
Ladakhis over the years.
Buddhists in Ladakh still feel they
suffer discrimination in every field
of development and are being
treated as second-class citizens.
There is an effort to resume the
agitation for total secession from
Kashmir. This was the original
demand of the people.

Bodo Autonomous Developmelit'

Council

The Bodo problem is multidi-
mensional in nature. The term
Bodo refers to a tribal group resid-
ing in the state of Assam. The
group is often regarded as

-autochthonous. The movement

initially started with a cry for iden-
tity that had supposcdly been
endangered by the myopic outlook

__regions

A new chapter In the
history of Darjeeling
Hills was added on
6 December 2005,
following a tripartite
agreement between
- the DGHAC, West
Bengal government
and the Centre

‘of the then chauvinistic groups rul-

ing Assam. Subsequently, the
question of ascertaining political
rights and constitutional safe-
guards arose. There were protests
agaihst the exploitation and depri-
vation of the common man by the
upper classes. The struggle against
anti-Bodo cultural chauvinism
intensified in the 1960s. lllegal

immigration fromﬂlqsprmyngmg
etbrmit

Today, the. ngﬁt of sﬂf -dete

nation ~ with various intetpretas

tions, from political autonomy to

compiete freedom, that is, a sepa- -

rate nation - is important for the
Bodo community.” The common
goal of all Bodo organisations is
the creation of a separate state of
Bodoland. The Bodo movement

‘took a violent turn from 1980

when a vigorous mass movement
started in the region..The move-

ment came to an end in 1993 with
the signing of the Bodo accord.
This treaty led to the creation of
the Bodoland Autonomous
Coungcil. The Bodo accord and the

- Bodo council could not, however,

keep pace with the aspirations and
requirements of the Bodos. The
Bodo movement has been revived
today. .
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Autono-
mous Council

Darjeeling, currently the north-
ernmost district of West Bengal,
was an integral part of the king-
dom of Sikkim till {706. 1t was

ruled by Bhutan, Nepal and

British India in the subsequent
years before it was permanently
taken over by the Government of
India after 1947. As a resuit. the
region evolved as a multi-ethnic,
multi-cultural and multi-lingual
area. People living in the region
had to pass through difficult phas-
es in the process of development
and importantly, never formed a
part of the mainstream develop-
ment process. The district has seen
ethnic insurgencies since 1907.
The Darjeeling Ciorkha Hill
Autonomous Council was formed
under a state Act in July 1988.
The 1990s saw radical changes
in the political scenario of
Darjeeling. The DGHAC was
granted autonomy. With the pas-
sage of time, over-confidence set
in among the councillors of

nomy

Darjeeling. Easy wins in elections
cnsured the councillors’ lethargy.
There was frequent mismanage-
meni of funds. Naturally, develop-
ment work has failed to yield the
dpsired results. A new chapter in

¢ history of Darjecling Hills was
added on 6 December 2008, fol-
lowing a tripartite agreement
between the DGHAC, West
Bengal government and the Gol.
It was formally agreed that
Darjecling Hills would be includ-
ed in the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, with two more
mauzas to be the part of the
upclated council. There will be
some minor changes here and
there and a revision of electoral
representation in the updated
council. Further, as earlier, ‘the
offices of the district magistrage
and superintendent of police wall
be outside the control and direc-
tion of the new council.

The complexities in the func-
tioning of ADCs and the prevail-
ing socio-economic and political
situation therein compel us to
icmon the very existence of

DCs'in the country.

Some of the pertinent queries
that must be clarified in this con-
nectionare:

What is the political status of
ADCs? Are ADCs appropriate
development units? What is the
planning and development status
of ADC areas within the Indian
federation? Do ADCs fit the geo-
graphical, historical, socio-cultural
and political constraints of the
concerned people? Who is being
empowered here, on what basis
and to what extent?

Mere' institutional and legal
empowerment of local communi-
ties does not address in itself prob-
fems of sociaf justice and inequali-
ty. and certainly does not lead nat-
urally or necessarily to better poli-
cies. We also need to know that
devolution and decentralisation
are indispensable components of-
any attempt to move towards
social justice and sustainability.
T'he challenge ahead is to re-con-
ceptualise the very concept of
community representation and
institutional arrangements that we
often envision in the context. of
their relevance to the regichs gind
the people therein so that inter-
regional as well as intra-regional
disparities/conflicts are reduced
and sustainable development is
attained. Besides, the scientific
allocation of resources and respec-
tive functions also have to be
worked out systematically.

(The writer is Associate Fellow,
Council for Social Developmen.
New Delhi) )
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HT Correspondent \x v
Kolkata, March 16 /

THE STATE Assembly passed an
all-party resolution on Thursday,
urging the Centre to amend Arti-
cle 244 of the Indian Constitu-
tion in such a manner that a new
autonomous council can be set
up under the Sixth Schedule for
the hills of Darjeeling.

The Congress and the Tri-
namool Congress have readily
agreed to this proposal, which
was first floated by chief minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.
The other parties which consti-
tute the Opposition in the Hills,
however, have raised objections
to this move. They feel that it
would pave the way for ethnic vi-

olence in Darjeeling by dividing -

the people of the hills into tribals
and non-tribals. As a result, the
Opposition parties have dubbed
the proposed Bill as Gorkha
Community Division Bill.

“It is a sinister design by the
Left Front, which still follows
the colonial policy of divide and
rule. GNLF chief Subash Ghis-
ingh, being a CPI(M) backer, is
party to this policy,” said
Madan Tamang, president, All

LI RIS D]
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to Scheglule Six

India Gorkha League (AIGL)

Ghisingh, in fact, is indeed in
agreement with the proposal,
something that has not gone
down well with everybody. One of
his detractors is GNLF MLA D.K.
Pradhan, who recently fell out
with his boss. Pradhan said the
move could be supported only if
the entire Gorkha community
was accorded tribal status.

“We were initially born as
Nepalis who are living in inde-
pendence in India. Now, the gov-
ernment wants to further dis-
tance us by giving us tribal and
non-tribal tags,” Pradhan said.
“The non-tribal Nepalis will now
be strangers in their own land,
with no amount of laws being
able to protect them,” he added.

Another quarter that is in ve-
hement opposition of the Bill is
the All India Scheduled Castes
Association (AISCA), which is
dissatisfied that no seats would
be reserved for the scheduled
castes in the Sixth Schedule.
“The scheduled caste communi-
ty should stand up in search of
justice,” said Kaman Singh Ra-
mudamu, president, AISCA.

Apart from the GNLE, the
Congress and the Trinamool

Subash Ghisingh

Congress, the Communist Party
of Revolutionary Marxists
(CPRM) is also supporting the
move. But while the party wel-;
comed the bill, it seemed dissat-
isfied with the processing of the
Sixth Schedule draft. Their
main grievance is that Ghis-
ingh, although an appointed ad-
ministrator of the DGHC, i
still a signatory.

The GNLF itself is maintain-
ing a stoic silence over the issue.
“Why do we have to comment or
react to the development when
the sixth schedule is our political
demand, which the government
was moving a motion to sup-
port,” said Shanta Chhetri, a
GNLF MLA from Kurseong. His
counterparts from Darjeeling
were similarly satisfied. ,//'
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Oppn Backs State Legislative ‘)\;a/ mbly Propiysal Twﬂh

F NILA Refuses To Lend Sup

Darjeelmgﬂhlll council plan gets no

Our Bureau ‘ \
KOLKATA

HE West Bengal Legisla-

I tive Assembly on Thurs-

day passed a proposal
mooted by chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee to set up
a new autonomous council for
the hill areas of Darjeeling dis-
trict under Schedule VI to the
Constitution of India and
urged the government to take
appropriate steps to amend Ar-
ticle 244 of the Constitution
without any delay.

All the political parties, in-
cluding the Opposition — Tri-
namool Congress, and the Con-
gress supported Mr Bhattachar-
jee’s move to pass the proposal
without any objections in the
state Assembly. DK Pradhan of
the Gorkha National Liberation
Front - (GNLF) was the only
MLA who refused to lend his
support behind Mr Bhattachar-
jee and complained that the

“entire Gorkha community will
be divided into two groups —
tribal and non-tribal once the
proposal was passed in the
House.” Mr Pradhan also ap-
prehended that the hills will
witnéss an ethnic violence once
such a proposal was passed.

Moving the proposal, Mr
Bhattacharjee said a memoran-
dum of settlement (MoS) which
was known as the Darjeeling

Accord was signed on Auguse -

22, 1988 between the then
Union home minister, chief
minister of West Bengal and the
GNLF president, Subash Ghis-
ingh to give shape to various de-
mands of the people in the hills.
“Following the settlement,
the GNLF had agreed to drop its
demand for a separate state-
hood for Gorkha people and an
autonomous  hill  council,
termed as Darjeeling Gorkha
hill Council (DGHC) was set up
under the DGHC Act, 1988,”
Mr Bhattacharjee informed.
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He said, over the past few
years, the administrator of
DGHC (Mr Ghlsmg) and other
polmcal parties had been de-
manding constitutional status
for DGHC and a series of meet—
ings were held between the
Union government, the West
Bengal government and Mr
Ghising. As aresult of the move,
an MoS between the three par-
ties was signed on December 6,
2005. Following the MoS, the
existing DGHC will have to be
replaced by electing a self-gov-

;tw CPM’s not keen to

1ave DGHC polls so

Our Bureau
KOLKATA

HE CPM in West Bengal
is unwilling to antago-
nise the hill population

emment council under Sched-

ule VIto the Constitu- § in Darjeeling,
tion of India, the chief Kalimpong and
minister said. Kurseong  sub-divi-
Mr Bhattacharjee [; sions and Subash Ghis-
informed of his talk ingh in particular, be-
with Prime Minister fore the Assembly elec-
Manmohan  Singh [ tions in the state,
during his recent visit beginning April 17.
to the . Capital on That is why the
March 10 regarding & CPM-ruled govern-

the issue and “the Prime Minis-
ter has expressed his pleasure
over our move to pass the pro-
posal.” Responding to Mr Prad-
han’s apprehension that passing
of the proposal by the state As-
sembly will draw a line of differ-
ence between the tribal and
non-tribal population in the hills
and also instigate an ethnic vio-
lence, the chief minister said:
«'The intention of our govern-
ment is to maintain peace and
stability in the hills and help the
hill people to develop the areas.”

“Yesterday (Wednesday), I
had a talk with Mr Ghising who
has also expressed his pleasure
over our move,” Mr Bhat-
tacharjee told the state Assem-
bly. He also informed that elec-
tions in the hills to reconstitute
the DGHC will be held after
Schedule VI status was accord-
ed to it. “Ghising wants to hold
the polls after getting Schedule
VI status and we also did not
oppose to his move as we don’t
want to apply force in the
hills,” he added.

ment is not insisting on holding

,elections to the Darjeeling

Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC)
immediately, though the CPM
leader in Darjeeling and urban
development minister Ashok
Bhattacharjee had on a num-
ber of occasions, demanded
DGHC elections be held with-
out any delay.

The CPM’s intentions were
reflected clearly in the state As-
sembly on Thursday when
chief minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee declared his
government will not put any
pressure on the DGHC chief,
Mr Ghising to go for polls im-
mediately and will allow him
to run the hill council till the
three hill sub-divisions got spe-
cial status under the Schedule
VIto the Constitution of India.

“Subash Ghisingh does not
want to hold elections to re-
constitute the DGHC before
getting the status under Sched-
ule VI and we also don’t want
to apply any force to compel

him to go for polls,” Mr Bhat-
tacharjee said in the state As-
sembly. “Mr Ghisingh wants to
go for DGHC polls after getting
the status and we also want the
same, because applying force
will not solve any problem,”
the chief minister mentioned.
Incidentally, the Constitu-
tion allows conferring of spe-
cial status to backward areas
and the people livingthere. In
India, there are seven counci:
which were formed by offer-
ing special status under Sched-
ule VI of the Indian Constitu-
tion. The last such council was
formed in Asom, when Sched-

ule VI status was given to the.

Bodo people.
Once this status is given,

tribal people living in the par-’

ticular area begin to enjoy spe-
cial benefits, including eco-
nomic support from the Union
government. The DGHC chief,
Subash Ghisingh, has long
been demanding the status for
the three hill sub-divisions of
Kalimpong, Kurseong and
Darjeeling, though the people
living there comprise only
about 35% of the total popula-
tion in these areas.

The chief minister said on
Thursday: “We know that the
tribal population in the hills is
not more than 35% of the total
people living in the area, but
there is no constitutional bar
ingetting a Sixth Schedule sta-
tus for the three hill sub-divi-
sions even then.”

The rebel GNLF MLA in rhe
state Assembly, DK Pradhan

had refused to suppo
Bhattacharjee when he
ed a proposal to set up
autonomous council fo
Hill areas in Darjeeling d
under Schedule VI to the
stitution of India.

“Tribal people are nc
majority in the three hil
divisions and offering a s)
status to the three hill sul
sions will draw a line of
sion between the tribal
non-tribal population i1
area. This might also ins!
ethnic violence also,” Mr
han said while opposin
Bhattacharjee’s move.

* The chief minister who
not want to antagonise
Ghisingh, however, refute
Pradhan’s statement and
“The state government h.
hidden agenda. We wantj
and progress of the peopl
ingin the hill sub-division
that is why we don’t wa
apply force in conducting
elections to the DGHC.”

The CPM is organisatio
very weak in the hills of
jeeling. All the three
from Kalimpong, Kurse
and Darjeeling belong tc
GNLFE. Even the urban de
opment minister, Ashok B
tacharjee, who was ele
from the Siliguri Asser
segment in Darjeeling dist
required support from
Ghisingh and his men to
the polis. This is another
son why the CPM is not re
to antagonise Mr Ghisingh:
fore the Assembly election
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DARJEELING, March 15.
— After about three
months - of signing the
memorandum of settle-
ment for  including the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council in the Sixth
Schedule of the Con-
stitution, the motion on the
matter is to be introduced
in the Assembly tomorrow.

The MoS was signed
between the state govern-
ment, Centre and adrhinis-
trator- of DGHC Subhas
Ghisingh - on 6 December,
2005 in Darjeeling. The set-
tlement proposes constitu-
tional guarantee to the
DGHC in the Sixth

‘Schedule.

It is 'ly/after the
Assemyﬁ:jopts a resolu-

16 Mo 2006

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

tion on the matter tomor-
row that the Centre can go
ahead with the process of

‘amending the Constitution

— required for the inclu-
sion.

Chief minister Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee, during
his last visit here on 19
February, had blamed the
Centre for the delay in the
endorsement  of  the

Mr Subhas Ghisingh

DGHC. “I had written to
the Centre recently to go
ahead with the move on the

matter (Sixth Schedule
inclusion). I had told them
that time was running out.

But they have not replied |

yet,” he said. )

. The geographical juris-
diction of the- DGHC
under the Sixth Schedule
was to be firmed up within

THE STATES AN

‘motion in House today

three months of signing the
MosS. L

1t has not been done yet,
despite all the controversy
it created with the failure of
Mr Ghisingh’s assurance
that Dooars and Siliguri
would be included in the
DGHC.

Tomorrow’s motion, whi-
ch is to be moved by Mr
Bhattacharjee, will be cru-
cial in that delineation of
the new DGHC would be
clarified.

Further, the issue of
reservation for the Sche-
duled Caste also hangs in
balance.

The SC community here

‘has warned that if the pro-

posed council does not
include reservation - for
them, they would step up
their agitation.
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“Telangana ng{ on p\fenary _
agenda: A.P. Cengress chief

“Any reference to region to be confined to development'ﬁ};{w
Prop

W.Chandrakanth

HYDERABAD: The 82nd AICC ple-
nary will not discuss the Telan-
gana statehood issue at all as it is
not even listed on its agenda,
Any reference to Telangana
could at best be made by the
State’s leaders vis-a-vis its de-
velopment, as distinct from
statehood for the region, a de-
mand raised by the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS).

Making this clear in an inter-
view to The Hindu here on
Wednesday, APCC president
KKeshava Rao said Defence
Minister Pranab Mukherji who
heads the UPA sub-committee
on Telangana had indicated that
the party would express its views
ontheissue at the plenary.

But, beyond Mr. Mukherji's
statement, little could be expect-
ed in the form of aresolution.

The party’s rules clearly laid

down that for any resolution to
be included in the agenda for the
plenary had to be submitted at
least one month before the
event,

“Since nothing of this sort has
been done, there is no question
of adopting a resolution,” he
said.

Mr. Keshava Rao said there
was no change in the Congress
party’s stand on Telangana.

It had been consistent in reit-
erating the party’s sympathy for
the cause. “Our understanding
with the TRS is confined to con-
sidering the plea for constituting
a second States Reorganisation
Commission (SRC).The UPA
sub-committee is seeking the
opinion of all political parties in
the country on this issue. Any
decision will be taken only
through consensus. In its ab-
sence, the debate on Telangana
will be confined only to its devei-

opment,” he said.

N
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Referring to the strident
stance of the Central Steering
Committee (CSC) member G.
Venkataswamy and other party
leaders that separate Telangana
was not possible under the UPA,
he did not agree with the sug-
gestion that this was an orches-
trated campaign.

“At the same time, our state-
ments have not been disap-
proved by the high command,”
he said, ,

Further, the raison d’etre of
all such demands was the under-
development of the region and
hence the emphasis on develop-
ment of all regions, he added.
“The plenary is going to discuss
extensively the issue of balanced

development of all regions in-

cluding the
grammes. Hence, we don’t
expect anything else to happen

at this juncture,” he said.
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